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THE  FRONT  COVER  ILLUSTRATION 
Rich in historical associations is the 
noble church of St George of 
England Toddington. The artist has 
sketched the embattled tower from a 
quiet corner in the garden of Conger 
House, and the drawing shows the 
octagonal newel-turret which projects 
from the south-east angle of the 
tower and rises above the tower roof. 
Many noble families in the past 
cherished the church and added to its 
beauty, and many knights and their 

ladies rest there in stately sepulchres. 
Most notable were the Wentworths, 
great friends of the Stuarts, and 
among the monuments is one to the 
young Henrietta Maria, Baroness 
Wentworth who loved the ill starred 
Duke of Monmouth. 
This illustration and text are taken 
from ‘Our Heritage: A Bedfordshire 
Sketch Book’ drawings by G Alan 
Fortescue FRIBA, notes by 
‘Touchstone’, published 1943.      ��

EDITORIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this issue you’ll find the minutes 
of the AGM and associated Officers’ 
Reports and Accounts. These are 
essential reading to keep you 
informed of what’s going on and how 
the society is doing. 
With this being our 40th Anniversary 
year, the December Journal will 

include a look back at the Society 
and Journal over the years. If you 
have any recollections or anecdotes 
you’d like to share then please do get 
in touch. 
I’ve been looking back through past 
copies of the Journal on CD and will 
be sharing my findings with you – it 
really is a wonderful body of 
material ! On page 36 I’ve included a 
couple of snippets from the first 
edition. Following the inaugural 
meeting it was reported that there 
were “over seventy members” from 
“the furthest corners of England” as 
well as Ireland, The United States of 
America and Canada. 
Thanks, as always, to everyone who 
contributed to this edition of the 
Journal. 
journal@bfhs.org.uk                     � 

Geoff Young 
Journal Co-ordinator 

Bedfordshire has its own mailing list for genealogy in and around the 
area.  To subscribe send an email to: 

BEDFORD-L-request@rootsweb.com 
with ‘subscribe’ in the BODY of the email 

40th Anniversary Year 
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8 SEP AMPTHILL’S GREAT HOUSES JOHN HELE 

6 OCT A MARCH THROUGH TIME – 800 
YEARS OF PROTEST AND 
DEMOCRACY 

DR NICK BARRATT 

3 NOV BEDFORD’S ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE LOST AND SAVED 

DAVID FOWLER 

1 DEC THE EVIL SHERIFF OF BEDFORD AMANDA GOODY 

12 JAN LETTERS FROM THE FRONT MARGARET BUTT 

The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 
December 2017 Journal is 15 October 2017 

If possible, please supply by email (to journal@bfhs.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bedfordshire Family History Society now has a presence on Facebook 

for news and discussions visit 
www.facebook.com/BedfordshireFamilyHistorySociety 

PROGRAMME 

MEETING  VENUE 
MARK RUTHERFORD SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 

WENTWORTH DRIVE, BEDFORD MK41 8PX (by Mowsbury Park) 

Doors open at 19:00, talk commences at 19:30 
Bookstall and library also available 

FUTURE  MEETING  DATES  2018 
2 FEB,  2 MAR 
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THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  HANGING  BOBBIN 

My friend who is a lace maker had a 
really interesting email from a man 
called Brian Lemin, a lace bobbin 
historian. He was researching 
Richard DILLINGHAM from 
Flitwick who had what they call a 
hanging bobbin dedicated to him. 
This is exhibited in the Cecil Higgins 
Museum. 
I have had a great deal of assistance 
when writing this article from a lady 
called Margaret Butt who is a direct 
descendant of Richard. I would like 
to thank her for the use of her 
research. 
Brian asked me several questions 
which I attempted to answer. 
In the early 1800s (Richard was 
transported in 1832). Was there 
anything of a lace industry in the 
town? 
Bedfordshire was known worldwide 
for its lace making. Ampthill had a 
lace school and is only a couple of 
miles from Flitwick. According to 
historians of the area the craft was 
taught to locals by Katherine of 
Aragon in the sixteenth century, 
when she was cloistered in Ampthill 
Castle by Henry.  In the time you are 
interested in a family income was 
bolstered by lace making and straw 
plait. In the early eighteen hundreds 
pillow lace was bringing in a high 
return and dependant on the skill of 
the lace maker a lot of money could 
be earned. For an example lace made 
by Mary MONEY sold for 2s 2d a 
yard in 1814, but Mary MOORING’s 
lace only fetched 1s and Maria 

SULSBURY’s 1s 8d. In 1838 lace 
makers could make up to an average 
of 1s. 6d a week but the rate was 
going down as the craft was dying 
out. 
It looks as though Richard had 
children by the following unmarried 
ladies, Elizabeth Fane and Ann 
Whittington, certainly he had a 
child by the first lady, “possibly” the 
second lady. Would your local 
history record anything that might 
confirm this? Were either of these 
ladies lace makers? 
Richard Dillingham is well 
documented in Bedfordshire. I am 
not sure exactly what you know 
already. Have you knowledge of the 
poem he wrote to Elizabeth Fane 
from the Hulk that he was imprisoned 
on awaiting his transportation? It is 
possible to get an idea of what he 
looked like from his gaol record. He 
received and sent letters home? 
Extracts from these are recorded in 
the book Fatal Shore and others are 
recorded in Margaret’s notes. The 
originals are held at the Bedfordshire 
Archives. I can confirm the birth and 
baptism from the parish registers for 
one of his children: William  
Dillingham illegitimate son of 
Richard Dillingham baptised at 
Flitwick on the 18 October 1829. 
Birth date was 11 September 1829, 
Notes: Mother, Ann Wittington, lace 
maker, father Richard Dillingham. 
You will notice the record states 
father and not reputed father. Anne 
Whittington later went on to marry 



 Beds FHS Journal 5 September 2017 

 

William Lingar of Westoning at 
Flitwick on the 29 October 1835. 
Richard it appears fell in with bad 
company, they went to Ampthill Fair 
and had too much to drink and on the 
way home broke into the house of 
John Farmer and stole: 
• A box 6d 
• A drawer 6d 
• A guitar 4s 
• A violin 10s 
• 5 pewter plates 2s 
They were immediately caught and 
next day committed to stand trial at 
the Summer Assize Unfortunately 
Richard’s fellow accused was already 
a hardened criminal and despite this 
being Richard’s first offence the 
sentence passed was harsh. 
Richard appears to have been well 
liked among his fellow villagers and 
it was they who campaigned to have 
his initial Death sentence mitigated. 
John Thomas Brookes was the owner 
of Flitwick Manor and the most 
important resident at the time. .James 
Webb, who was one of Richard’s 
friends later married Mary, Richard’s 
sister in 1837. A letter stated the 
following: 
“Sir We the inhabitants of Flitwick 
and its vicinity, take the liberty of 
Petitioning your favour and interest 
in the behalf of Richard Dillingham 
now confined within your Prison 
under sentence of Death, Recorded, if 
you can possibly procure a 
Mitigation of his sentence so that he 
may not be sent out of the country, 
we think and hope that the end of 
justice would be accomplished in his 

becoming a useful Member of Society 
as it is the first time he was ever 
confined to Prison” 
Names; B WHITCHURCH, James 
WEBB, John Thos. BROOKES Esq., 
Thomas OLIVER, William 
TROTTER, [illegible] SHAW, Henry 
BRINKLOW, Samuel ELMER, 
Richard BURGOINE, Joseph 
WESLEY, Joseph BILLINGTON, 
Thos, FANE, John [illegible] and 
Joseph MAKEHAM. 
Extracts taken from the Gaol 
Register 
Richard Dillingham of Flitwick, aged 
23, and of no previous offences, 
height 5ft 7ins; of fresh complexion 
and light brown hair. Was committed 
by the Reverend Cardale on the 28 
June 1831 for the offence of house 
breaking: Sentence passed Death, 
recorded at the Summer Assizes; 
transported for life; delivered on 
board the Justitia, moored at 
Woolwich on the 11 August 1831. 
[Margaret informs me that the 
following is taken from an article 
written by Harley W. Foster] 
He attended no school except Sunday 
School and couldn’t write. He had 
survived the smallpox and this had 
left him with a pock marked faced, 
this does not seem to have deterred 
the ladies. The description of him 
growing in to an oval faced, dark 
complexioned, brown haired, grey 
eyed, stout made lad does not quite 
match up with the original gaol 
records. 
Just for the record Daniel Deacon 
also from Flitwick, was aged 20, had 
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3 previous terms in gaol, height 5ft 
5ins with a fair complexion and light 
hair. Was committed by the Reverend 
Cardale on the 28 June 1831 for the 
offence of house breaking: Sentence 
passed Death, recorded at the 
Summer Assizes; transported for life; 
delivered on board the Justitia, 
moored at Woolwich on the 11 
August 1831. 
Reference: QGR4/253 
Title: Minute Book of the Visiting 
Justices’ weekly meetings [second 
Volume]. Contains information on 
the prisoners’ numbers, health, and 
conduct, officers’ conduct, contracts 
for supplies, those awaiting 
transportation, etc. 
Page 253–254 includes the 
following: 
Date free text: 27 June and 11 July 
1831 
Scope and Content: 27 June 
Thomas BARBER 
The number of prisoners is 47 males 
and 2 females. 
11 July 
The Reverend Doctor Robert 
MOORE 
The Gaoler reported that in 
consequence of information he has 
received and from his own 
observations he has had reason to 
fear that an attempt would be made 
by James DEARING, Daniel 
DEACON and Richard 
DILLINGHAM to escape from the 
prison if any opportunity should 
arise. He therefore solicited to be 
indulged with the Assistance of an 

extra Turnkey until the Assizes were 
over; it being absolutely necessary to 
watch them day and night, 
particularly James DEARING who 
seems very apprehensive of the wait 
of his trial. Therefore granted. 
Reference: QGR4/257 
Title: Minute Book of the Visiting 
Justices’ weekly meetings [second 
Volume]: Contains information on 
prisoners’ numbers, health, and 
conduct, officers’ conduct, contracts 
for supplies, those awaiting 
transportation, etc. 
Page 257 includes the following: 
Date free text: 8 August 1831 
Scope and Content: Philip HUNT, 
Thomas BARBER, Fred H NEVE, W 
STUART. 
The keeper reported that everything 
is going on well since the attempt by 
the capital convicts to break prison 
and escape. He has received official 
information of the sentences of death 
recorded against [Richard] HOOTON 
[James] DEARING, [John] 
ATKINSON, [Richard] 
DILLINGHAM, [Daniel] DEACON 
and [Samuel] HARTWELL having 
been commuted to transportation. 
Complaint from [John] ATKINSON, 
who stated that Mr PAYNE, Gaoler 
at Cambridge, had taken from him a 
silver hunting watch, a gold chain, 
two gold seals and two sovereigns 
and a half crown, and has returned 
him no part of them. Mr PAYNE also 
took a watch and money of WARD, a 
fellow prisoner and that Mr PAYNE 
also received nine pounds off their 
parents for extra provisions during 
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their confinement at Cambridge. 
[Further information gleaned says, 
the gaoler is ill of influenza. The 
prisoners are in irons, very 
melancholy and wretched but none of 
them afflicted with influenza. 
Reference: QGR4/258 
Title: Minute Book of the Visiting 
Justices’ weekly meetings [second 
Volume. Contains information on the 
prisoners’ numbers,  health, and 
conduct, officers’ conduct, contracts 
for supplies, those awaiting 
transportation, etc. 
Page 258 includes the following 
Date free text: 15 August 1831 
Scope and Content: Philip HUNT, 
Thomas BARBER. 
The Gaoler reported that he had 
conveyed the six convicts – Richard 
Hooton, Daniel Deacon, Richard 
Dillingham, Samuel Hartwell, James 
Dearing and John Atkinson 
sentenced to transportation for the 
term of their natural lives to the 
Justitia Hulk, lying off Woolwich in 
the River Thames and delivered them 
in safety to the custody of the Second 
Mate of the said Hulk, in proof of 
which he produced the receipt of the 
said mate. The Keeper said that the 
above prisoners conducted 
themselves quietly during the said 
journey. 
I am just trying to see if there was 
any special reason for this 
Transportation to have been recorded 
on a lace bobbin. If there was a lace 
connection, that makes sense; if not 
then it would have been the reason 
that they recorded the hanging 

bobbins for example. I ask all this 
because he was born in Flitwick to 
the Dillingham family, some 10 
siblings too. Some of the ancestors 
might still be around? 
There are dozens of descendants both 
in this country and many in Australia, 
there is at least one Dillingham group 
and with the popularity of DNA 
bound to be a group dedicated to 
Dillingham DNA.  
Whilst awaiting transportation he 
also received letters from another 
“sweetheart” [it appears he spread his 
favours] Sarah Williamson of 
Ridgmont dated – 1 September 1831 
addressed to ‘one of the transports, 
Woolwich’: Dear Richard, this comes 
with my kind love to you hoping 
these few lines will find you in good 
health as they leave me at present 
thank God for it. My Deer, I received 
your letter and the lock of hair that 
you sent me and I will keep it as long 
as I live for your sake, but I am very 
uneasy to think I shall never see you 
no more. I am very sorry that I could 
not answer your letter before but the 
reason was I was taken so ill the day 
I received your letter on I should 
have came to before to see you, and I 
am very sorry for you in the case that 
you are in but I hope you will put 
your trust in the Lord for there is no 
one else where you are going that can 
save you. My dear Richard I have 
sent you one more small present 
before you quite leave this country 
for when you are gone it will be far 
beyond our reach even to see one on 
other any more But if ever you think 
well to send to me I will receive I it 
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And I hope you will send me a few 
lines to let me know how you are 
before you go. Deer Richard be ye 
always ready for in such an hour As 
ye think not the son of man cometh I 
ever remain your sincere well Wisher 
Sarah Williamson. 
As Margaret says “we do not know 
what the present was or whether she 
did keep the lock of hair all her life. 
Considering he was attached to Betsy 
at this time, he seems to have made 
quite an impression on Sarah. We do 
not know if Betsy received letters but 
we have to assume not from the 
comments in the other letters. Maybe 
Betsy could not read or write. In an 
article written in 1963, Harley Forster 
states that Elizabeth Faine had borne 
him a natural child but he does not 
give the source of that information.” 
In December 1831 Richard 
Dillingham, writes letters home to 
Flitwick [we assume he used a scribe 
to pen the letters]: 
1. Please to give my kind Love to 

Betty Fain and the same James 
Web so no more from your Loving 
son till Death. 

2. Dear Father be so kind as to return 
my sincere thanks to my ever 
adorable Betsy Faine and tell her 
that while there is a thread of the 
Braces together I will keep them 
for her sake. Be so good as to 
show her this Letter – Dearest 
Betsy the First of human kind the 
thoughts of you will ever ease my 
mind for though we at a distance 
are I hope that God will be your 
leading Star – the first is B a setter 
Bright which plenty doth afear the 

next is F in all Woman slight the 
Surname of my dearest dear adieu 
but I trust in God not for ever so I 
remain your ever loving and 
affectionate friend and well-wisher 
till Death. 

3. Dear Father Please he so kind as to 
give my kind love to Betsy Faine 
and let me know how she is. 

4. Remember me to Elizabeth Fane. 
[This is the last mention of Betsy 
Fane in the letters. She died in 1834 
aged 20 years.] 
In the petition got up in support of 
Richard one of the signatories was a 
Thomas Fane, there could have been 
a relationship to Betty but in 1876 he 
owned the Fir Tree Inn at Flitwick. 
Later on Margaret’s Great 
Grandfather Cecil had the pub so 
maybe the link between the families 
continued. 
5. I send my kind love to my child 

and I hope that he is well and be 
sure send me word how he is and 
how Providence has provided for 
him since my departure from him. 

6. I am sorry to hear that my son is 
such a weakly child but sure he 
will be strong enough for a tailor. 

In the book Fatal Shore by Robert 
Hughes he mentions another letter 
sent home by Richard once he had 
settled in Van Diemen’s land. 
Richard Dillingham and Peter 
Withers in Van Diemen’s Land – 
sketch a scene of resignation amid 
relative plenty the 1830’s were 
prosperous years on the island and 
the demand for skilled labour was 
high. Dillingham had been 
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transported as a rioter, but he seems 
to have had few political opinions 
and didn’t belong to any subversive 
organisations. In 1836 he was 
assigned as a Market Gardener to 
David Lamb, a mild decent settler 
who had held the post of the colonial 
architect. Richard was very 
comfortably settled, he told this to his 
parents with the help of a scribe. 
“As to my living I find it better than 
ever I expected thank God. I want for 
nothing in that respect. As for tea and 
sugar I could also swim in it. I am 
allowed 2 pound of sugar and a 
quarter pound of tea per week and 
plenty of tobacco and good white 
bread and sometimes beef and 
sometimes mutton sometimes pork. 
This I have every day Plenty of fruit 
puddings in the season of all sorts 
and I have two suits of cloths 
[clothes] a year and three pairs of 
shoes in a year.” 
In another letter he wrote: 
“I want for nothing but my liberty, 
but though I am thus situated it is not 
the same with all that come as 
prisoners”. 
Rum was plentiful and the convicts 
need for oblivion was paramount. So 
if they managed to keep off the drink 
and live a sober life, it was worthy of 

a mention with the letters home. So 
accompanying one of his letters were 
the words “Your son Richard I can 
say is very steady for though liquor is 
very cheap – it is 1832 and the price 
of rum has dropped to two shillings a 
pint – and he have a means and 
opportunity of getting it, he never 
gets more than do him good” 
There were other letters: 
“You say my son might do for a 
taylor but if he is not strong enough 
for a taylor you must make a master 
taylor of him. If my son is weakly I 
have a daughter a fine strong girl as 
ever this country could produce. She 
is now in her third year It is my 
intention to get married to a black 
woman one of the natives of this 
country and a pretty woman she is. I 
never knew one who pleased me so 
well but it will be twelve months at 
least before I get married and I 
should wish you to give me your 
advice about it as soon as you can 
write to me. At all events I will wait 
till I hear from you.” 
“I had almost forgotten to tell you I 
hadn’t married yet. As to my being 
married to a black woman I never 
thought of such a thing. It was only 
my nonsense and my fellow servant 
who wrote the letter for me had no 

Copyright. The Higgins Museum. Bedford, reproduced with permission under their 
academic license. 
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business to put it in. My little girl is 
named Mary Anne. She is between 
four and five years of age”. 
Nothing else after this period is 
known about Richard Dillingham. 
Margaret Butt would be happy to 

hear from anyone who can tell her 
anything else about him especially 
his life in Australia.       � 

Mary Wooldridge 
research@bfhs.org.uk 

A community project which is 
looking to build up a social history of 
Bedfordshire through eulogies 
written in memory of its people has 
been launched. 
The Bedfordshire Archives and 
Record Service is now inviting 
contributions to the project. 
This community focused scheme has 
been initiated following a request 
from a member of the public, Annette 
Bygraves, who had been inspired by 
the eulogies given at funerals of 
friend and family across 
Bedfordshire. 
The vision for the Bedfordshire 
Eulogy Collection is that these 
unique tributes will, overtime, paint a 

rich picture of the people who have 
lived and/or worked in the county – 
whatever their age, ethnic group or 
faith. 
The archives service welcomes 
eulogies to this new collection. If you 
would like to submit a eulogy you 
have written about a friend, colleague 
or relative who had links with 
Bedfordshire please send it in to this 
free service. 
More information on this countywide 
history project at: 
http://bedsarchives.bedford.gov.uk/
ArchiveEulogies/
ArchiveEulogies.aspx       � 

Bedfordshire Archives and Records 
Service 

SOCIAL  HISTORY  TO  BE  BUILT  ON  YOUR  EULOGIES 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  FAMILY  HISTORY  SOCIETY 
Minutes of the 40th Annual General Meeting 

Held at 7.30 p.m. on Friday, 9 JUNE 2017 
at Mark Rutherford School, Wentworth Drive, Bedford 

Present:  Geoff Sewell, Chairman of the Society 
  Pamela Birch – Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service 
  Committee Members 
  Members of the Society 
The meeting was opened by Geoff Sewell who welcomed all those present 
numbering 28.  He also introduced Pamela Birch of Bedfordshire Archives and 
Records Service as the new President of the Society, Kevin Ward having gone 
to pastures new.  Pamela took the Chair. Geoff also announced that Val 
Thomas had taken over as Social Secretary and had booked for a trip to the 
National Archives on Saturday 7 October at a cost of £15 per person.  The 
coach will leave from Elstow Park and Ride at 8.00 a.m. 
1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Colin Chapman and Paul Woodcraft. 
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Pamela Birch asked for any comments on last year’s minutes – none received 
and they were signed as being a true copy of last year’s Annual General 
Meeting. 
Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by John Page and seconded by Olga 
Page. 
3. Matters Arising 
None were raised. 
4. Chairman’s Report 
Geoff Sewell addressed the meeting, copies of the full report having been made 
available prior to the meeting for members to read.  This report forms part of 
the minutes of this meeting.  Geoff outlined each Committee Member’s role 
within the Society and thanked them for their continued assistance and also 
those members not on the Committee who do sterling background work. 
Further to Geoff’s comment about the cost of posting journals in his report, 
Colin West said he had received his in the post and questioned why that was 
when he attends members’ meetings.  Geoff replied that the journal had been 
prepared earlier than usual and as Paul Woodcraft was going to be on holiday, 
as an exception every member’s journal had been posted. 
Acceptance of the Chairman’s report was proposed by Catherine Friend and 
seconded by Mary Wooldridge.  Pamela asked for a show of hands from 
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members and the report was agreed unanimously. 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
Peter Sharp presented the Treasurer’s Report and the Accounts.  Copies of his 
report were available prior to the meeting for members to read and forms part 
of the minutes of this meeting. 
Peter added the comment to his report that a complete set of Parish CDs had 
been ordered and despatched to the Library of New Zealand. 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was proposed by Val Thomas and 
seconded by Noel Evans. 
Colin West raised the point that in the first paragraph of the report there was a 
surplus of £3,264 whereas he noted it had been printed as £3,624 in the 
Chairman’s report.  Peter apologised for the printing error, the correct figure 
being £3,264. 
Pamela Birch then asked if the Accounts could be agreed as a true and accurate 
record and they were then unanimously adopted by the members present. 
6. Election of Officers and Members of the Executive Committee 
There then followed the Election of Officers and Members of the Executive 
Committee as follows: 
Geoff Sewell, Chairman, and Peter Sharp, Treasurer, are both starting the third 
year of the three year period for which they were elected in June 2015. 
Lynn Manning, Secretary, is starting the second year of the two year period 
remaining after the previous Secretary’s resignation in June 2016. 
The following Executive Committee Members were willing to continue and 
were presented to the meeting: 

Noel Evans  Catherine Friend  Kevin Friend 
Val Thomas  Paul Woodcraft  Mary Wooldridge 

The Election en bloc of the Officers and Executive Committee was then 
proposed by Mark Tresidder and seconded by John Page. It was unanimously 
carried by those members present.  
7. Appointment of Honorary Independent Examiner 
Peter Sharp thanked Richard Chaloner for his past work on the Society’s 

REMINDER 
The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 

December 2017 Journal is 
15 October 2017 
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Accounts and recommended that he continue to be Honorary Independent 
Examiner for the Society.  Proposed by Peter Sharp, seconded by Catherine 
Friend.  This was unanimously carried by the Members present. 
8. Any Other Business 
8.1 Noel Evans spoke on behalf of the Society and thanked Geoff Sewell for 
his hard work on behalf of Members, especially organising some excellent 
speakers. 
8.2 Geoff extended his thanks to Pamela Birch for chairing the meeting. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.05p.m.   � 

OFFICERS’  REPORTS 

CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT  FOR  JUNE  2016 / MAY  2017 
Geoff Sewell 

Work on the CD set of Parish Registers and other information is still 
continuing, adding more data to certain parishes, and as a result these parishes 
are being updated.  This has provided the Society with a useful source of 
income.  As a consequence this has also benefited the County Record Office as 
we pay a Royalty on each sale. We have sold nearly 3200 Parish CDs so far.  
Mark Tresidder is still acting as co-ordinator for this project. Noel Evans has 
taken over the sale and the reproduction of the Parish Register CD’s. 
Additional work carried out by John Page has added more data to some 
parishes taking the marriages up to 1885. This data will be added to the Parish 
Registers on CD and then they will be raised to issue 2. Mark has been carrying 
out this work. 
Olga Page deals with any Members’ Profiles we receive. 
We are currently trying to get the recording of the M.I. records in graveyards 
restarted. Christine Mackay and Fred Morris are going to make a start on 
Keysoe. The M.I. records for Keysoe were last taken in 1928 by LH Chambers. 
It means that we really need to start again and record afresh as nearly 90 years 
has gone by. Very few of the original records taken in 1928 are still in 
existence. 
George Ruscoe has been developing a new computer program and database to 
deal with inputting and storing this data. This will need to be inputted by 
someone not yet allocated to the job. 
I have to report the death of one of our Vice Presidents, Joy Clayson, on 14 
March 2017. She suffered a severe stroke back in the Autumn of 2016 while on 
holiday and  never recovered. Joy was one of the founding members of our 
society and also Chairman of the organising committee of the 4 day conference 
at Northampton University in 2006. Sadly missed. 
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The membership last year reached a figure of 528. So far this year we are at 
480. It is disappointing that over the last six years we have seen our numbers 
gradually fall but other Societies are suffering in the same way. 
The Treasurer Peter Sharp will report a surplus for the year ending 31 
December 2016 of £3264.  This surplus is the result of the careful management 
of Society funds by the Committee under the control and guidance of the 
Treasurer Peter Sharp.  Proposed expenditure on project work will ensure the 
Society maintains an income from the sale of publications in future years. 
The Treasurer has received a claim for a tax rebate from Gift Aid this year of 
£1222. 
Lynn Manning is the Society’s Secretary and Minute Secretary for the 
Committee and records the Committee meeting minutes, an important job as it 
ensures a true record is kept of Society business.  Lynn has also generated the 
production of a tea towel for sale through the Society. This has proved a very 
successful product and is contributing to Society funds. 
Our Journal Co-ordinator Geoff Young is currently editing the Journal.  Geoff 
is doing a first class job of ensuring the Journal is on time and to a high 
standard.  Thank you Geoff. 
We are in short supply of articles for the Journal so if you have information or 
articles for the Journal then please send your material to journal@bfhs.org.uk.  
The bookstall is being looked after by Charlie Norman and Kerr Clement.  The 
target sales are now second hand books and Parish Register CDs and the 
bookstall continues to raise money for the Society.   
The Society's website is continually being updated; Brian Payne, who lives in 
USA, is our webmaster.  Thank you Brian. 
Noel Evans handles the Society’s Parish CDs, Surname Index CD and 
microfiche sales by mail order.  This is a very important job, involving a lot of 
hard work behind the scenes which, as you will see from this year's accounts, 
brings in a regular income to the Society.  Noel also operates a lookup service 
taking the information from both CD and microfiche records.  Microfiche are 
slowly running out of stock and will soon be completely superseded by CDs. 
Noel has also taken over the role of Vice Chairman of the Society. Thank you 
Noel for all your hard work it is much appreciated by the Society. 
Joy Townend is also carrying out the indexing of the fourth and final Patricia 
Bell wills book. This will be published once this work is complete. 
John Partridge is in charge of the Society’s library and is doing a first rate job 
in maintaining and updating the book stock.  Judith Mooney has assisted John 
during this year with the library – many thanks for your help. 
Mary Wooldridge looks after research, receiving and dealing with enquiries 
from members.  Mary is a great asset to the Society and she is also a mine of 
information on Bedfordshire names.  Thank you Mary. 
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David Townend has looked after the job of Membership Secretary for the past 
year. I would like to thank David for carrying out a first class job of looking 
after the Membership Secretary’s position. This job will be handed over to 
Catherine Friend as from the AGM and Catherine and David are currently 
carrying out a hand over of the task.  David and Joy are leaving the committee 
at this year’s AGM, as they are moving out of the area. Thank you for all your 
past work. 
Catherine and Kevin Friend are joining the committee at this year’s AGM.  
Cathy and Kevin collect the post regularly from our PO Box and pass to Peter 
Sharp for distribution. They also set up the PA system at our monthly meetings. 
Thank you both. 
I would like to thank Mel Sharples for all his years of collecting the Australian 
subs. Mel is standing down after this year from this important job. 
Maureen Hall is working hard behind the scenes producing many of the 
Society’s documents, the AGM booklets, Publications Booklet and the latest 
edition of the Members’ Handbook.  Thank you Maureen. 
Paul Woodcraft carries out Journal distribution. This is one of those jobs that 
goes on behind the scenes which members on the whole take for granted. It is 
carried out quietly, efficiently and in a professional manner. Thank you for all 
your hard work. 
The Society has introduced the journal to members as a pdf file this year. For 
those UK members that would like it in this format, there is a reduction in the 
membership fee. The number of members taking the journal as a pdf file as at 
March 2017 was 83. This is more than was expected.   As you are all aware, 
like everything else, the cost of postage has increased dramatically making 
Journal mailing more expensive.  We currently have exchange journals from 
other societies on our website as pdf files. These can be accessed by a 
username and password, by clicking on the Members’ Portal button. 
I attended the twice yearly East Anglian Group meetings at Cambridge in 
October 2016 and March 2017.  This meeting, attended by the thirteen county 
Family History Societies that make up East Anglia, is a very useful forum to 
discuss and exchange ideas. We are currently planning an East Anglian Family 
History fair in St Ives for the June of 2018. 
The Society is in need of a Social Secretary to organise Society trips out. If you 
have the spare free time please see me or a member of the Committee. 
The Society is in great need of new committee members to help run the 
Society, so if you have some spare time then your contribution would be most 
welcome.  Initially, please contact a member of the Committee.  You are 
invited to attend a Committee meeting, under no obligation, to see how the 
Society is run.  I think you will be very surprised at the amount of business we 
get through. 
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Lynn Manning looks after the job of Publicity and Recruitment Officer.  She 
ensures the Society is advertised in as many publications and papers as 
possible. During 2016 we had a monthly advert in the Bedfordshire On Sunday 
newspaper but we have now terminated this due to cost vs benefit reasons. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody for the time they spend 
ensuring the smooth running of the Society; this can only happen if people are 
willing to give up some of their spare time. Without fresh volunteers there 
would be no continuing Society. 
The programme for this year’s members’ meetings was as follows: 

I would like to thank other members who help ensure that members’ meetings 
run smoothly, in particular the receptionists and the tea makers, both important 
jobs.  Thank you to Colin West who organises the refreshment team.  
The average attendance at members’ meetings is around 80. The presentation 
and content of the talks have been to the usual high standard.  We are always 
on the lookout for new and interesting talks, so if you come across any on your 
travels please collect the speaker’s details and pass them on to me. 
The Society Committee members are all hard working and put in many hours 
of their time on your behalf to achieve the high standard the Society has 
reached.                     � 

10 June 2016 AGM + Quiz Pamela Birch 

1 July 2016 The Role of Bedfordshire Parish Registers 
in the Study of Population History 

Dr Peter Razzell 

9 Sept 2016 One Family’s Experience of the Holocaust Eva Clarke 

7 Oct 2016 The Forgotten Spy Dr Nick Barratt 
4 Nov 2016 What Happened to Lucy? Ian Waller 

2 Dec 2016 Parish Registers Robert Parker 

6 Jan 2017 A Nazi in the Family Derek Niemann 

3 Feb 2017 Have I Found the “Mad Preacher” in the 
Family? 

Noel Evans 

3 March 2017  Brick Walls and Digging Deeper into Your 
Family History  

Gill Blanchard 

31 March 2017 It’s All In The Genes Jo Street 
5 May 2017 The History and Beliefs of the Panacea 

Society 
Jemma Papineau 
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The Society made a surplus of £3,264 in the financial year ending 31 December 
2016. 
Thank you to those members that pay tax and have completed a Gift Aid form. 
In 2016 we claimed £1,222 for the subscriptions received in the calendar year 
2015 and the early part of 2016. 
Cash at bank and in hand increased to £53,148 including £42,350 which is in a 
95 day notice account albeit with a low interest rate of 0.25%. 
Income from membership for 2016 dropped slightly and was £6,838, including 
Gift Aid, against the reduced direct costs of membership (Journals, postage, 
meeting rooms, speakers and governance) amounting to £8,125. 
Membership dropped in 2014 to 603, in 2015 to 582 and in 2016 to 528 
including 25 new members.  
Income from publications decreased from £7,093 to £6,480 mainly due to the 
continued lower sales of Parish Register CDs. 
The total expenditure decreased from £15,990 in 2015 to £11,060 in 2016. We 
did not have any large purchases in 2016. Your committee pays close attention 
to all costs and has managed to keep our main expenditure concerned with the 
Journal as low as possible. 
After each quarter of the year we make royalty payments to the Bedfordshire 
Archives and Records Service in relation to our sales of Parish Register CDs 
and microfiche.  Although sales of fiche are being phased out, the sales value 
being just £174 in 2016, similar to the previous year. Sales of Parish Register 
CDs showed signs of continued slow down as they reduced from £5,205 to 
£4,462. The total royalty paid to Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service 
for the 2016 sales fell to £505 due to reduced total sales. 
The Society continues to host well attended members’ meetings, normally on 
the first Friday of the month, and we have maintained our policy of inviting 
widely-known speakers to give a lecture. The cost of these speakers was £973 
in 2016. 
The Society is affiliated to the Federation of Family History Societies, to which 
we pay an affiliation fee of 38p per member. This fee includes insurance for 
public liability. We also insure our assets against all risks. 
I would like to express my thanks to our Independent Examiner Mr Richard 
Chaloner for his help and assistance in maintaining and preparing the Society’s 
accounts for this year. 
I recommend that the 2016 Financial Accounts presented to the members at the 
AGM are adopted.                � 

TREASURER’S  REPORT 
FOR  1  JANUARY  TO  31  DECEMBER  2016 

Peter Sharp 



 Beds FHS Journal 18 September 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Statement of Financial Activities 
    

  
 Current Year 

 2016 
Prior Year 

2015 
    £ £ 
Incoming Resources     

       
Incoming Resources from Generated 
    Funds      
 Voluntary Income   6,838 7,072 
 Investment Income   148 117 
      
Income from Charitable Activities   7,338 8,959 
      

Total Incoming Resources   14,324 16,148 
      
      
Resources Expended    
      
Cost of Charitable Activities   8,667 13,334 
      
Governance Costs   2,393 2,656 
      

Total Resources Expended   11,060 15,990 
      
    
Net Movement in Funds   3,264 158 
      
Total Funds Brought Forward   69.684 69,526 
       

Total Funds Carried Forward   72,948 69,684 
        
    

  

         Annual Accounts for the Period 

 
    Period Start Date  Period End Date 
 
 From    1 January 2016 To 31 December 2016 
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Any member who was unable to attend the AGM may contact the Society through the PO Box or by 
email and ask for a copy of the accounts booklet.  

Balance Sheet 
    

  
 Current Year 

2016 
Prior Year 

2015 
    £ £ 
Fixed Assets      

       
Tangible Fixed Assets  15,168 15,121 

      
Total Fixed Assets   15,168 15,121 

      

Current Assets     
      

Stock of Books and Stamps   3,908 2,755 
Debtors   1,947 1,940 
Cash at Bank and In Hand  53,148 50,785 

      
Total Current Assets   59,003 55,480 
      
      
Current Liabilities     
      

Creditors  1,222 915 
      
Net Current Liabilities   1,222 915 
      
Net Current Assets   57,781 54,565 
      
     
Net Assets    72,949 69,686 
      
Funds    

Unrestricted   72,949 69,686 
Restricted   - - 

    72,949 69,686 
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Ampthill † * £15 2 
Arlesey £20 2 
Aspley Guise † £15 3 
Astwick † £10 2 
Barton £15 3 
Battlesden £10 2 
Bedford St Cuthbert †* £15 2 
Bedford St John * £15 2 
Bedford St Mary † * £15 2 
Bedford St Paul † * £25 2 
Bedford St Peter * £10 2 
Biddenham † £10 2 
Biggleswade † * £15 2 
Billington † £10 2 
Bletsoe £10 2 
Blunham † * £15 1 
Bolnhurst £10 2 
Bromham † £10 1 
Caddington † £15 1 
Campton & Shefford † * £20 1 
Cardington † * £15 2 
Carlton † * £10 2 
Chalgrave £15 1 
Chellington  £15 2 

Clapham † £10 2 
Clifton £20 1 
Clophill † £15 2 
Cockayne Hatley £10 1 
Colmworth † £10 1 
Cople † £10 1 
Cranfield † * £15 2 
Dean † * £15 1 
Dunstable † * £15 1 
Dunton † £15 2 
Eaton Bray £20 1 
Eaton Socon † * £25 2 
Edworth † £10 1 
Elstow † £15 1 
Eversholt † £15 1 
Everton £10 1 
Eyeworth £10 1 
Farndish † £10 1 
Felmersham † * £10 2 
Flitton * £15 2 
Flitwick £10 1 
Goldington £10 1 
Great Barford † £15 1 
Harlington † £10 2 

BEDFORDSHIRE PARISH RECORDS ON CD 
 

See also details of the Surnames Index CD to all parishes 
 

CDs for all 128 ancient Bedfordshire parishes are now available from:  
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk – details of CD contents:  www.bfhs.org.uk 
 

Each CD contains, for one parish: 
All Parish Register transcripts up to 1812 (images) 

Searchable Indexes to the Parish Registers for:  
Baptisms at least 1813-1851 (some parishes all up to 1851);  

all Marriages up to 1837; and all Burials to 1851 
The relevant 1851 Census Index for Bedfordshire (images) 

 

CDs marked † also contain Monumental Inscriptions (MIs)  
from a graveyard in the parish (church, chapel or cemetery). 

Those marked * contain records from the registers or graveyards of 
Non-Conformist chapels in the parish;  

photographs and other records are included as available. 
‡ Holwell: MIs and Burials only, not Registers (now in Herts) 

Parish                         Price  Issue 
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Harrold * £10 2 
Haynes † £20 1 
Henlow † £10 1 
Higham Gobion £10 1 
Hockliffe † * £10 2 
Holwell † ‡   £5 1 
Houghton Conquest † * £15 1 
Houghton Regis * £15 1 
Hulcote † £10 1 
Husborne Crawley † £20 2 
Kempston £15 3 
Kensworth † £15 1 
Keysoe † * £15 2 
Knotting £10 1 
Langford £15 1 
Leighton Buzzard † * £20 2 
Lidlington † £10 1 
Little Barford † £10 1 
Little Staughton † * £10 1 
Lower Gravenhurst £10 1 
Luton † * £30 1 
Marston Moretaine † £15 2 
Maulden † * £15 1 
Melchbourne † £10 1 
Meppershall † £10 1 
Millbrook £15 1 
Milton Bryan † £10 1 
Milton Ernest † £10 2 
Northill † £15 2 
Oakley † £10 1 
Odell † £10 2 
Old Warden † £15 2 
Pavenham £10 1 
Pertenhall £15 1 
Podington £15 1 
Potsgrove † £10 1 
Potton † * £20 1 
Pulloxhill £10 1 
Ravensden † £10 1 
Renhold £10 1 

Ridgmont † * £15 1 
Riseley £10 1 
Roxton † * £10 1 
Salford † £10 1 
Sandy † * £15 1 
Sharnbrook £10 1 
Shelton † £10 1 
Shillington † £15 2 
Souldrop † £10 1 
Southill † * £20 1 
Stagsden † £15 1 
Stanbridge * £10 1 
Steppingley † £10 1 
Stevington † * £10 2 
Stotfold † * £10 1 
Streatley † £10 1 
Studham £15 1 
Sundon † £10 1 
Sutton £15 1 
Swineshead † £10 1 
Tempsford † £10 2 
Thurleigh £10 1 
Tilbrook  £10 1 
Tilsworth † * £10 1 
Tingrith † £10 1 
Toddington † * £15 1 
Totternhoe * £15 1 
Turvey † * £20 1 
Upper Gravenhurst £10 1 
Upper Stondon £10 1 
Westoning † £10 2 
Whipsnade † £10 1 
Wilden † £15 1 
Willington † £10 1 
Wilstead † £20 2 
Woburn † * £20 1 
Wootton £15 2 
Wrestlingworth † £15 2 
Wymington £10 1 
Yelden † £10 1 

Prices include UK or overseas post and packing.  The cost of a full set of Parish 
CDs is £1,250. 
 

Some baptism indexes only cover the period 1813-1851, but as more stocks are 
needed, they will be updated to include the full period from the start of 
registers.  This also applies to the issue of new MI listings.  Any revised CDs 
will be indicated by the issue number.  Complete details of the content of each 
CD may be found on the Society website:  www.bfhs.org.uk  � 
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SIDNEY  STONNELL  –  TWICE! 

The marriage of Alfred STONNELL 
and Lydia BYGRAVES occurred in 
the Register Office in Biggleswade, 
Bedfordshire on the 7th March 1875; 
to Mr Hooper, the Superintendent 
Registrar, Lydia claimed to be 19 
years old and Alfred said he was 
aged 20 years. Their first child, and 
son, was Thomas William 
STONNELL, born in April 1875 in 
Biggleswade; he took his wife, Mary 
Ann COX, and his family to Canada 
and died there in 1949. Their next 
three children Sarah Ann, Daniel and 
Fanny Mary were also born in 
Biggleswade but only Sarah Ann 
survived to marry Frederick John 
William BURROWS. 
In the 1881 Census neither Alfred 
nor Lydia can be found in 
Biggleswade, nor in the surrounding 
area. The Mansion, Broadstairs in 
Kent is where they are living with 
their daughter Lucy. She was the 
only child born, 1880, in Broadstairs 
because their next son, Alfred John is 
born in Luton, Bedfordshire in 1882. 
However both Lucy and Alfred John 
die of Scarlet Fever within days of 
each other, in October 1883 in Luton. 
Their fourth son, seventh child, John 
was born in 1884 in Luton. He 
survived and married Annie Emma 
JEFFS. 
The fourth daughter, Bertha or 
Beatrice, was born in Biggleswade in 
1885 but for her brother, Alfred (not 
Alfred John of 1882) born in 1887, 
and the future siblings, Luton was the 
place of birth. For Bertha, less than 2 
years old, Luton was the place of her 

death. Alfred lived to marry Betsy 
DIMMOCK. The next two sons, 
George (1889) and Herbert (1891) 
both married Rose Maria HILL and 
Hilda Catherine BRAINE 
respectively. 
The family of Alfred and Lydia 
consisted of eleven children of whom 
six survived. It was assumed that this 
was the size of the family and in 
2006 the research was considered 
complete. The family was neatly 
bedded in the STONNELL line, the 
blankets were neat, tucked in and 
smooth. The table on the following 
page is a reminder of all the above. 
Have you noticed how odd things 
combine and the outcome bowls you 
over? 
Exploring the “Luton General 
Cemetery” CD, by Maurice HAWES 
and John EDWARDS, it was noticed 
that there was Sidney STONNELLS 
buried in August 1893 and Sidney 
STONNELL in August 1899; each 
had their own ‘Grave ID’, 12850 and 
13746 respectively. Could they be 
children of Alfred and Lydia? The 
cemetery did not appear to contain 
any of the children of Alfred and 
Lydia, who had died in Luton. The 
comfort zone descended and all was 
well in the Stonnell family tree. Then 
came the upheaval. It started with the 
release of the 1911 Census. Checking 
out of curiosity, the entry for Alfred 
and Lydia STONNELL showed they 
were living at 16 Dunstable Place, 
Luton with two sons, George and 
Herbert, a nephew and a boarder. In 
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answer to the question “Total 
children born alive?” a number was 
written that did not correspond to 
then known facts. Six survivors and 
seven deaths of children added up to 
thirteen! The Census had been 
completed and signed by neither the 
father nor mother but by their son, 
George. Was he right? Did he know 
or was he told by his parents what to 
write? 
Further research was needed. 
Looking at the period between births 
two years was not uncommon in this 
family. The last child of the family 
was Herbert born in 1891, so two 
years later, 1893, needed searching 
for a possible child. How does the 
mind combine two pieces of 
dissociated information to produce 
inspiration? I cannot answer this 
question but the burial of Sidney 
STONNELL in 1893 came to mind. I 
did not dismiss the idea – this time. 
From the statutory birth certificate 
Sidney was born on the 3 April 1893 

and his parents were Alfred and 
Lydia STONNELL; the statutory 
death certificate recorded Sidney’s 
death as occurring on the 11 August 
1893. The twelfth child was found. 
No other birth for Alfred and Lydia 
could be found within a one or two 
year’s period. Willing to lose the 
cost, the statutory birth certificate 
was obtained for the second Sidney 
Stonnell – buried in 1899. This 
certificate showed Sidney was born 
on the 15 July 1899 and his parents – 
have you guessed? – Alfred and 
Lydia STONNELL; his death 
recorded as 19 August 1899. The 
thirteenth child was found. 
The bed is re-made; a larger blanket 
covers all, is neater and wrinkle free. 
Only question, that is bothersome, – 
“Why would a mother name two 
sons, six years apart, “Sidney “? Why 
not name them differently?      � 

David G Fletcher 

Birth 
Year 

Name Place Spouse Death 
Year 

Place 

1875 Thomas 
William 

Biggleswade Mary Ann COX 1949 Canada 

1876 Sarah Ann Biggleswade Frederick J W 
BURROWS 

  

1878 Daniel Biggleswade  1878 Biggleswade 
1879 Fanny Mary Biggleswade  1879 Biggleswade 
1880 Lucy Broadstairs, 

Kent 
 1883 Luton 

1882 Alfred John Luton  1883 Luton 
1884 John Luton Annie Emma JEFFS   
1885 Bertha Biggleswade  1886 Luton 
1887 Alfred Luton Betsy DIMMOCK   
1889 George Luton Rose Maria HILL   
1891 Herbert Luton Hilda Catherine 

BRAINE 
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FAMILY  OF  EDWARD  AND  MARTHA  PARTRIDGE 
OF  BLETSOE 

While searching through old local 
newspapers I came across these two 
reports about the deaths of two 
ancestors from my extended family 
tree. 
From Bedfordshire Times and 
Independent 10 October 1924 
Bletsoe – We regret to record the 
death of Martha, the wife of Edward 
PARTRIDGE, somewhat suddenly on 
Tuesday, aged 70. This aged couple 
have spent their lives in Bletsoe and 
seldom went away. In August they 
went together on a visit to a married 
daughter, and quite enjoyed the 
change, and hoped to go again. On 
30 September the husband met with 
an accident and is lying in a critical 
condition. 
From Bedfordshire Times & 
Independent 24 October 1924 
Bletsoe – Harvest Field Accident – 
On the 17 October, the deputy 
coroner for the county, conducted an 
inquiry at ‘The Falcon’ as to the 
death of Edward PARTRIDGE, aged 
74, on 15 October. Dr C J M 
LAWRENCE, of Sharnbrook, said on 
1 October that Mr Partridge’s 
condition showed signs of cerebral 
irritation. He had a bruise at the 
lower part of his back and 
complained of pain in the right knee. 
Deceased told witness that he had 
fallen from a cart on to his head in a 
grass field. From the post mortem 
witness was in the opinion that death 
was due to a fall on the lower part of 
the spinal column – the shock being 

transmitted through the spine to the 
base of the brain. John Charles 
Partridge, son of the deceased, said 
his father never told him what 
happened. His mother was so upset 
that she fell ill and died on the 7th 
October. Charles HATFIELD, farm 
foreman for Mr Charles 
MEASURES, Bletsoe Castle Farm, 
said while they were in a farm cart at 
harvest work the cart dropped in a 
small hole and the deceased fell out. 
He said he had hurt his knee, but 
would not go home until he had 
finished work. A verdict of accidental 
death was returned. 
Edward Partridge was baptised 21 
September 1850 at Bletsoe, son of 
Charles P and Catherine WHITTAL. 
He married Martha Partridge at 
Bletsoe on 2 December 1872, the 
marriage entry saying her father was 
James. However she was baptised 4 
June 1854 daughter of John P and 
Mary MARRIOTT, John being son 
of George P and Elizabeth MORRIS. 
Martha’s father John died in August 
1854 and his widow Mary then 
married James P in 1858. Charles 
(1806) and George (1799) were 
brothers, sons of Thomas P and 
Elizabeth WHITE, who had another 
son Richard (1792) who is my direct 
line Gt-Gt-Grandfather. So Edward 
and Martha were cousins living close 
by each other in Bletsoe. They 
baptised the 10 children that follow 
at Bletsoe between 1873 and 1893. 
On the 1911 census the couple are 
living in Number 9 Bletsoe village 
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BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNALS ON CD 
Back copies of Journal Volumes 1 – 19 including indexes, 

in .pdf format. 
The cd contains Volumes 1 – 19 of the journal and a link to the online 

Surname Index available on our website. Each journal volume covers a 
period of two years and contains an individual index to surnames and 

subjects. 
Only £10 including postage and is available from: 

Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 
or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk 

with three of their sons. They had 
been married for 38 years; of the 10 
children 2 are dead. 
Ellen born September 1873, baptised 
11 February 1874. She is only found 
on 1881 census aged 8 living with 
parents and siblings in Bletsoe. 
Could she be the Ellen Partridge who 
died Biggleswade RD in March 1894 
age 21. Not found on 1891 unless 
she’s the anonymous E P aged 18 
resident at Stotfold Asylum? She is 
not listed amongst siblings of John 
Charles P’s attestation document of 
September 1896. 
John Charles born 2 September 
1875, baptised 3 October 1875. At 
home in 1881 and 1891 censuses. 
In December 1892 when he was 17 
he was charged with stealing 2 fowls 
and imprisoned for 14 days hard 
labour. 
From Bedfordshire Mercury 17 
December 1892 
Fowl Stealing – Samuel WILMOT 
and John C Partridge, labourers, 
both of Bletsoe, pleaded guilty to a 
charge of stealing two live fowls 
valued 5s, the property of William 
FARRAR, farmer of Thurleigh, on 

November 27. PC SUMMERLIN said 
that in consequence of what Mr 
Farrer had told him he went in 
search of the defendants. The next 
day he found them at Bletsoe, both 
denied having taken the fowls. He 
next went to Partridge’s mother’s 
house, she denied that her son had 
brought home any fowls. On 
searching the house part of the 
carcass of a fowl was found in the 
kitchen. 
In September 1896 he joined the 
Bedfordshire Regiment, 16th Foot. 
Service no 5797. He attested at 
Bedford age 21 for 12 years service. 
He was in England 1 September 1896 
to 27 December 1897, then in East 
Indies from 28 December 1897 to 29 
January 1904. Transferred to Army 
Reserve when home 30 January 1904 
up to his discharge on 31 August 
1908. He was back home in Bletsoe 
in 1911. 
In WW1 – Private, 43rd Bn. Royal 
Fusiliers service no.101873 
An ex-soldier, he re-enlisted in 
September 1914 and served on the 
Western Front from May 1915 until 
December 1918. During this period 
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he played a prominent part in 
strenuous fighting at Festubert, 
Ypres, Loos, on the Somme front and 
at Beaumont-Hamel, and was 
wounded in action at Arras. He was 
mentioned in despatches while 
stationed in Dunkirk, for devotion to 
duty during an enemy raid, and was 
demobilised in January 1919, holding 
the 1914 – 15 Star and the General 
Service and Victory Medals. 9 
Bletsoe, Bedford. 
On the 1939 Register he is still 
single, an agricultural labourer 
working at Shelton Farm, Lower 
Shelton Road. He died aged 81 in 
December 1955. 
James born September 1877, 
baptised 7 October 1877. He was 
home on 1881 and 1891 census. He 
married Clara WOODHAMS, 
daughter of Thomas Jesse 
Woodhams on 23 November 1897 at 
Milton Ernest which is where they 
were in 1901 with 3 children. In 1911 
they had moved to the Green, Silsoe 
and had a further 6 children. Wife 
Clara died aged 42 in December 
1914, I’m not sure what became of 
James. 
Ernest born 1879, baptised 2 
September 1879. He was at home on 
1881, 1891 and 1901 censuses. He 
married Ada FAIREY on 3 
December 1906 at Riseley. They 
were living at Whitwick Green 
Bletsoe in 1911 with their 2 children. 
They are still in Bletsoe on the 1939 
Register, living with them is Ada’s 
widowed mother Harriett Fairey born 
July 1854. Ernest died aged 82 in 
1961. 

The Bedfordshire Mercury of 4 
January 1901 reports: 
Ernest Partridge, age 21, labourer of 
Bletsoe, was summoned for using a 
snare for the purpose of taking game 
at Bletsoe on December 12. He was 
summoned for trespassing in the 
daytime for the purpose of killing 
game, on the land in occupation of 
William PAYNE of Bletsoe. 
Eliza born 13 January 1882, baptised 
4 February 1883. 
Bletsoe School Admissions book 
says she was admitted on 3 October 
1892 and left 14 January 1895 being 
over age. At home on 1891 census 
and in 1901 was servant aged 19 at 
Bedford St. Pauls. She married 
Charles COOK of Colmworth in 
December 1904. In 1911 they were 
living at Felmersham Hardwick with 
their 5 year old son. They were living 
at Hardwick Farm, Felmersham in 
1939. Charles died aged 66 at 
Hardwick Farm, Felmersham in June 
1941. 
Emma born 10 July 1885, baptised 
14 February 1886. 
Bletsoe School Admissions book 
says she was admitted on 3 October 
1892 and left 10 July 1898 being 
over age. At home on 1891 census 
and in 1901 was servant aged 17 at 
Swan Inn, Radwell. She may have 
married Alfred MITCHELL in 
Bedford RD in September 1901 (the 
other 2 names on that index I have 
located in 1911). On 1911 census 
Alfred age 30 born Milton Ernest and 
wife Emma age 28 born Bletsoe are 
living at Manor Farm, Tetworth in 
Hunts. Alfred is a horsekeeper. They 
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MEMBERS 
DON’T  MISS  OUT! 

The Friday night meetings of the 
BFHS offer members instructive, 
interesting and often amusing talks 
on subjects that fascinate all 
interested in history and genealogy 
in general, and are usually 
particularly relevant to those with a 
Bedfordshire heritage. 
If you aren’t currently attending 
them you are missing out – not just 
on the talks and lectures, but on 
accessing a wide range of resources 
and a pool of knowledge. 

Why not come along? 

had been married 10 years and had 
no children. Also Alfred Mitchell is a 
witness at Emma’s brother Edward's 
marriage in 1921. Alfred was born 
1882 in Milton Ernest and appears on 
1901 census as cowman on a farm at 
Clapham, Beds. 
The Bedfordshire Times of 8 July 
1904 reports: 
Alfred Mitchell, labourer, of Milton 
Ernest was summoned for 
trespassing in search of conies on the 
land of William HARTOP at Milton 
Ernest on June 17. James 
HINKSMAN said he saw the 
defendant go to a rabbit trap and 
pick it up, but there was nothing in it. 
He went about 50 yards further to 
another trap which had a rabbit in it. 
Mary born 15 June 1887, baptised 
25 September 1887. 
Bletsoe School Admissions book 

says she was admitted on 31 October 
1892 and left 17 March 1899 being 
exempt. At home on 1891 census and 
in 1901 was servant aged 14 in 
Sharnbrook. It seems she married 
Frank SMITH in 1909. On the 1911 
census living in Milton Ernest is 
Frank Smith, Butcher, born Ampthill, 
age 25, with wife Mary age 23 born 
Bletsoe, and their daughter Dorothy 
Ellen age 11 months born Milton 
Ernest. It says they were married for 
2 years but I cannot find marriage 
index entry? They had another son in 
Bedford RD 1911 and another 7 
children in St. Neots RD from 1913 
to 1927, possibly Abbotsly, Hunts. In 
1939 they had moved to Stewkley 
Bucks. Frank died there in 1962 and 
Mary in June 1979 age 93. Could this 
be the married daughter that parents 
Edward and Martha visited in the 
August before they died in 1924, if 
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so they would have gone somewhere 
in Huntingdonshire. 
Louisa born 27 August 1889, 
baptised 22 September 1889. Buried 
17 December 1892 aged 3 years.  
Bletsoe School Admissions book 
says she was admitted on 3 Oct 1892 
and left 16 December 1892 deceased. 
The note in the school log book says 
that Louisa P was at school twice on 
Monday and died of inflammation on 
Wednesday evening. 
Edward born 21 May 1891, baptised 
12 July 1891. 
Bletsoe School Admissions book 
says he was admitted on 28 May 
1894 and left 10 Jun 1904. 
In WW1 – Private, Bedfordshire 
Regiment service no.15068 
He volunteered in September 1914 
and in the following May was drafted 
to the Western Front. Then he 
participated in strenuous fighting 
during the Battles of Loos, Ypres, the 
Somme, Arras and Cambrai, and also 
saw service at Abbeville and Albert. 
He was twice wounded in action on 
the Somme front in July and August 
1916, but remained overseas until 
April 1919, when he was 
demobilised. He holds the 1914 – 15 
Star and the General Service and 
Victory Medals. 9 Bletsoe, Bedford. 
An E Partridge is mentioned on 
Felmersham Roll of Honour of men 
who served and survived. Funny that 
he came from Bletsoe and his two 
brothers are not mentioned. 
Edward married Mabel 
SUMMERLIN, daughter of Simon 
and Mary Ann Summerlin, in June 

1921. Both were of Felmersham at 
the time and it’s interesting to see 
that one of the witnesses was Alfred 
Mitchell who married sister Emma in 
1901. On the 1939 register they are 
living at the end of Oakley Road, 
Bromham. He died in Sept 1975 age 
84. The Beds Times reported “In 
hospital on September 12 Edward 
Partridge of 52 Oakley road, 
Bromham aged 84 years. Beloved 
husband of Mabel and dear brother 
of Mary. Funeral on September 17” 
Wife Mabel died in Apr 1990 aged 
92. 
Now I remember as kids back in the 
1950’s when our family lived in 
Village Road, Bromham, that Mr and 
Mrs Partridge up Oakley Road had a 
large garden and grew lots of 
vegetables that us locals could buy. I 
asked my dad sometime if we were 
related to those other Partridges, not 
as far as he knew was the answer. 
Well we know now that we were! 
George born 10 August 1893, 
baptised 17 September 1893. 
Bletsoe School Admissions book 
says he was admitted on 28 March 
1897 and left 2 February 1906. 
In WW1 – Private, Bedfordshire 
Regiment service no.14253 
He volunteered in September 1914 
and in the following May proceeded 
to France, where he at once 
participated in heavy fighting at 
Ypres and was wounded in the 
succeeding month. Invalided home, 
he was subsequently found to be 
medically unfit for further service 
overseas, but performed valuable 
work at home stations whilst engaged 
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on transport and agricultural duties. 
He was demobilised in April 1919, 
and holds the 1914 – 15 Star and the 
General Service and Victory Medals. 
9 Bletsoe, Bedford. 
However there is a story about 
George being a deserter  
From Bedfordshire Times and 
Independent 19 February 1915 
Deserters – Privates George 
Partridge 21 and Frederick BROWN, 
Bedfordshire Regiment, were 
charged with being deserters from 
the 3rd Beds Regiment at Landguard 
since February 2. Insp. BLISS said 
that these men deserted and tramped 
across Essex, giving themselves up 
on the 5th to the Leicesters at Bishops 
Stortfort, where Brown came from. 
They were escorted to Bedford 
Barracks, from which they escaped. 
PC DARRINGTON said that on 
arrest Partridge produced a piece of 
paper torn from a notebook, and on 
which were written in pencil the 
words “This gives Pte. Partridge 

permission to go to Bletsoe to visit 
his parents”. Brown when arrested 
was asked for his pass, said he had 
one like Partridge’s, but lit his pipe 
with it. Both were remanded to await 
an escort. 
On 1939 Register a George P with 
that birth date is in Harwich, Essex, 
married to widow Eliza E Whitnall, 
born 25 April 1898, who he married 
March 1917 in Tendring RD. They 
had daughter Kathleen R born 30 
November 1918 who has mothers 
name CALVER. Seems George 
Whitnall married Eliza Calver in 
December 1906, they had 4 children 
and he died in 1914. Three of these 
children are with George and Eliza in 
1939. 
So that concludes story of this the 
brood of Partridges, if anyone has 
any connections with the family then 
do get in touch.        � 

John Partridge 
john.partridge10@ntlworld.com 

GLEANINGS  FROM  LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 

The final set of extracts from articles 
in local newspapers. 

From Northampton Mercury 4 
November 1820 

Bedfordshire Agricultural Society – 
At the Annual Meeting held at The 
Swan Inn, Bedford on 27 October, 
the umpires appointed to adjudge the 
prizes awarded for ploughing to ….. 
To Mr BENNETT of Marston, he 
having ploughed half and acre of 
land within the space of 3 hours and 

a half, the first prize of the Silver 
Cup, of the value of 8 guineas. 
To Mr Joseph SWANNELL of 
Radwell, he having ploughed the 
same quantity of land within the 
same space of time, the second prize 
of 5 guineas. 
To Mr George INSKIP of Upper 
Caldicott, he having ploughed the 
same quantity of land within the 
same space of time, the third prize of 
3 guineas. 
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To Mr BENNETT of Marston, the 
holder of the first winning plough, 2 
guineas. 
To Robert WINFIELD of Radwell, 
the holder of the second winning 
plough, 1 guinea and a half. 
To Robert FRENCH of Upper 
Coldicott, the holder of the third 
winning plough, 1 guinea. 
To Thomas FIELD, of Clophill; he 
having brought up 9 children upon 
the earnings by labour of himself and 
family only, without parochial relief, 
the Premium of 4 guineas. 
To William CRAWLEY, of 
Gravenhurst; he having brought up 9 
children in the same manner and 
under the same circumstances, the 
Premium of 3 guineas. 
To William WHITE, of Dunton; he 
having brought up 8 children in the 
same manner and under the same 
circumstances, the Premium of 2 
guineas. 
To Thomas ODELL, of Bromham; 
he having worked as a labourer, 43 
years on the same farm, without 
interruption, the first premium of 4 
guineas. 
To Joseph HAYS, of Campton; he 
having worked as a labourer, 40 
years on the same farm, without 
interruption, the second premium of 
3 guineas. 
To James NEWBERRY, of Streatley; 
he having worked as a labourer, 38½ 
years on the same farm, without 
interruption, the third premium of 2 
guineas. 
To Thomas KILPIN, of Bolnhurst; he 

having lived 18 years in farming 
service on the same farm, with the 
same master, the first premium of 4 
guineas. 
To Benjamin CHURCH, of 
Bromham; he having lived 11 years 
in farming service on the same farm, 
with the same master, the premium 
of 3 guineas. 
To Thomas HONOUR, of Cople; he 
having lived 8 years in farming 
service on the same farm, with the 
same master, the premium of 2 
guineas. 
To Ann SAUNDERS, of Silsoe; she 
having lived 11 years as a hired 
servant on the same farm, the first 
premium of 3 guineas. 
To Elizabeth SHRIEVE, of 
Cardington; she having lived 11 
years as a hired servant on the same 
farm, the premium of 2 guineas. 
To Ann CHERRY, of Houghton 
Regis; she having lived 11 years as a 
hired servant on the same farm, the 
premium of 1 guinea. 
To John BENTON, shepherd to Mr 
TATHAM, of Blunham; he having 
saved 135 long-woolled lambs on the 
1 June last, being the greatest number 
proportion to the number of ewes 
(111) put to the ram the preceding 
autumn, 4 guineas. 
To Joseph MONK, shepherd to Mr 
Henry PLATT, of Lidlington; he 
having saved  239 long-woolled 
lambs on the 1 June last, being the 
next greatest number proportion to 
the number of ewes (208) put to the 
ram the preceding autumn, 3 guineas. 
To William COLEMAN, shepherd to 
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Mr PARRY, of Cardington; he 
having saved 252 long-woolled 
lambs on the 1st June last, being the 
greatest number proportion with the 
number of ewes (230) put to the ram 
the preceding autumn, 2 guineas. 

From Northampton Mercury 9 
October 1847 

Olney, Turvey and Harrold 
Agricultural Association – The 
Annual Meeting took place at 
Tinker’s Inn, Turvey on Monday last. 
The association is one of many that 
contents itself with endeavouring to 
advance the skill and improve the 
condition of the agricultural servant. 
It gives premiums for ploughing & 
drainage; rewards to the old & 
faithful servant, and a bonus to the 
man, who in spite of trying times, has 
brought up a family without 
assistance from the parish. The 
awards were given as follows: 
To the ploughman who shall plough 
in the best manner one half acre of 
land, with 3 hours and a half, with 
two horses abreast, and without a 
driver; to George HORNSBY, 
labourer to George HINE of 
Knotting, £3; to John TREVITT, 
labourer to Mr WAGSTAFF of 
Pavenham, £2; to Thomas SGARP, 
labourer to Mr LEETE of Emberton, 
£1; to Joseph BAILEY, labourer to T 
A GREEN Esq, 10s. 

To the labourer in husbandry who 
has brought up the greatest number 
of children without parochial relief; 
to Joseph JAMES, labourer to Joseph 
PAIN of Felmersham, 7 children, £3; 
to William COLEMAN, labourer to 
Mr WAGSTAFF of Pavenham, 6 
children, £2; to John KILPIN, 
labourer to Charles TALBOT of 
Olney, 5 children £1. 
To the labourer who has worked the 
longest time on the same farm; to 
Uriah WESLEY, servant to Mr 
WALTON of Brafield, 46 years, £3; 
to Thomas WILLS, servant to Joseph 
PAIN of Felmersham, 43 years, £2; 
to John COOPER, labourer to Lord 
St. John, 40 years, £1. 
To the labourer, between the ages of 
10 and 25, who has worked the 
longest time on the same farm; to 
Samuel HEWLETT, labourer to Mr 
WAGSTAFF of Pavenham, 11 years, 
£3; to John COCKINGS, labourer to 
William ROGERS of Chellington, 
10s; no candidate for third prize of 
5s. 
To the female servant in husbandry 
who has been the greatest length of 
time in the same service; to Ann 
JORDAN, servant to Mr WALTON 
of Brafield, 4 years, £2; to Ann 
FREEMAN, servant to John GOFF 
of Harrold, 3 years, £1; no candidate 
for third prize of 10s.       � 

John Partridge 
CALL FOR ARTICLES, RECOLLECTIONS, ANECDOTES, PHOTOGRAPHS 

FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF THE BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY 
SOCIETY 

It would be fantastic to be able to share material about the early days of our 
Society, especially pictures of members and meetings. If you have anything 
you’d like to share then please do get in touch: journal@bfhs.org.uk 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  HERITAGE  TEA  TOWELS 

The Society has had a 
supply of Bedfordshire 
Heritage tea towels 
printed and these are now 
being sold to raise funds. 
 
These tea towels are 
really too nice to use for 
drying up; they are 
beautifully colour printed 
with some famous 
Bedfordshire landmarks 
forming a border for the 
County map. Even if you 
don’t have any 
Bedfordshire ancestors 
they make ideal gifts.  
They are 100% cotton 
and at £4.50 each can be 
obtained from the 
bookstall at Members’ 
meetings by email to 
Lynn at 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk or 
by post (please add £1 
for UK postage and 
packing—for outside the 
UK please enquire before 
ordering) from: 
 
Lynn Manning 
38 Risborough Road 
Bedford MK41 9QW 
Tel. 01234 306482 

 
Cheques to be made 
payable to Bedfordshire 
Family History Society 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS  NEEDED ! 

Are you a BFHS member with a digital camera or smart-phone?  If so could 
you take some photographs of nearby villages to add to the parish CD? 

Although we have now published a CD with data for all 128 ancient parishes, 
some have no photographs, or very few. 

We need pictures of the parish church, interesting buildings and local sights. 

The following have no photographs at present.  So if you live nearby or are 
visiting, why not take your camera along? 

Battlesden, Clifton, Edworth, Flitton, Higham Gobion, Holwell, 
Husborne Crawley, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard including Eggington 

and Heath & Reach, Potsgrove, Stanbridge, Streatley, Studham, 
Sundon, Tilsworth, Upper Stondon, Whipsnade 

If you think that you can help, please contact Mark Tresidder by email at: 
parishcd@bfhs.org.uk 

LIBRARY  NEWS 

New Acquisition 
Class 10 
Octavia – Daughter of God 
Jane Shaw (Jonathan Cape, 2011) 
After the interesting talk at the May 
meeting about 'The History and 
Beliefs of the Panacea Society' I have 
purchased a book regarding the life 
and times of the founder Mabel 
Barltop and how she set up this 
religious group in her New Jerusalem 
in Bedford, while her followers 
declared her to be Octavia, daughter 
of God. 
Class 2 – Luton  
100th Anniversary Celebration of The 
Luton News 
Home Counties Newspapers,.1991 

Glossy magazine produced locally in 
1991 to celebrate 100 years of The 
Luton News. Lots of articles, old 
photos and adverts regarding Luton. 
Beds FHS Facebook page 
In June’s journal I reported that we 
had 515 ‘likes’ as at 18 April. We've 
now reached 551 ‘likes’ as at 12 
August. Good going! There’s an 
interesting recent visitor post 
regarding non-conformity in North 
Beds, specifically the Sabey family 
of Bolnhurst. If anyone else is 
researching that family then do take a 
look.          � 

Thanks 
John Partridge, Librarian 
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I have been a genealogist in France for over 35 years, so I know where to 
look and how to obtain the details requested. 

 
Tari�s 

35 euros per document found (relevant census or record of birth, death or 
marriage) including a transla�on into English as well as the sending of the 

document(s) by regular post. 
Birth, death and marriage cer��cates in France contain a great deal of 

informa�on concerning the person involved and his close family (especially 
parents’ names). 
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A CD TO HELP  
YOU FIND YOUR  

ANCESTORS 
BFHS has produced a 

resource to help in finding 
your missing relations.  If they were baptised or buried before 1852 
or married before 1837 (and in some cases later) in Bedfordshire 
and appear in the Parish Registers then they will appear on our 

SURNAMES CD. 
Over one million entries showing: 

surname, forename, year, parish and event. 
Only £10 including P&P. 

available from: 
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk 

Volume 1, number 1, Spring 1977 
As part of our 40th Anniversary year, here are a couple of snippets from the 
very first edition of the Journal, Spring 1977                � 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 
(1 January - 31 December) 

Each Individual Membership receives one copy per issue of the Journal 
 

 Joining Fee                                                                                                                £2.00 
    Any UK/Worldwide member taking the Journal by pdf: ........................... £ 8.00  
    UK Individual Membership, with one copy per issue of the printed Journal: .. £10.00  
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WHERE TO FIND US 
Correspondence for the Executive Committee should be addressed to the  

appropriate person and sent to: 
Bedfordshire Family History Society 
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