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THE  FRONT  COVER  ILLUSTRATION 
In Odell, a village rich in history and 
blessed by nature, the old ways and 
pace of living (which many people 
think are best) happily persist. It is 
secluded, but sociable. Its old houses 
were built for comfort and 
endurance, and here is a typical 
yeoman’s dwelling of the early 
seventeenth century – stone and 
thatch it is, and as snug as on the day 
its first tenants crossed the threshold. 
It is Village Farm, where Mr. H. C. 
Lay lived. It is a long building of two 

storeys, with lofty attics in the steep 
thatched roof lit by recessed dormers 
and an end window. There is a bacon 
rack in the kitchen, a rare relic this! 
The long attic is divided into two 
compartments, the larger and 
furthermost originally only accessible 
from the barn, which prolongs the 
house The position of this barn 
affords an example of the survival of 
the traditional farmhouse in which 
house and barn were under the same 
roof. 

EDITORIAL 
As you have probably picked up, I do 
like to try my best to avoid 
typographical errors in the Journal. 
So I was dismayed to learn that I had 
misspelt Mark Tresidder’s name 
twice in the June edition. I offer my 
sincere apologies; I blame the heat ! 
While we’re on the subject of 
accuracy, it has come to my attention 
that the Parish Records on CD 
section needed a bit of a scrub. There 
were also a number of updates which 
have been introduced since the 2017 
list of publications. I’ve incorporated 
and highlighted these changes in bold 
on pages 20 and 21. 
We continue to be very fortunate in 
receiving just enough articles and I 
remain indebted to everyone who 
contributes material. In this edition 
there’s a great article by David 
Bryant on his family and their 

involvement in boatbuilding in 
Bedford. Susan Canty has provided 
further insight to her Cartwright 
story. It’s a fascinating piece of 
social history with more 
correspondence received regarding 
family connections. John Partridge’s 
Gleanings from the Poor Law Union 
Gazette make interesting reading too. 
In this edition you will also find 
copies of the minutes, reports and 
accounts from the AGM. 
I was saddened to learn that Richard 
Wildman, distinguished local 
historian and former President of 
Bedford Architectural, 
Archaeological and Local History 
Society died on 28 July, aged 71. My 
thoughts are with his family and 
friends. 
journal@bfhs.org.uk                     � 

Geoff Young 
Journal Co-ordinator 

Bedfordshire has its own mailing list for genealogy in and around the 
area.  To subscribe send an email to: 

BEDFORD-L-request@rootsweb.com 
with ‘subscribe’ in the BODY of the email 
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7 SEP THE MANY WAYS OF COUNTING 
OUR DAYS 

COLIN OAKES 

12 OCT THE FUTURE OF FAMILY HISTORY DR NICK BARRATT 

2 NOV COLONEL FRED BURNABY – 
VICTORIAN SUPERMAN  

AMANDA GOODY 

7 DEC MY FIFTIETH GREAT 
GRANDFATHER 

NORMAN 
HOLDING 

11 JAN FAMOUS CONNECTIONS – 
FLITTON CUM SILSOE 

MARGARET BUTT 

The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 
December 2018 Journal is 15 October 2018 

If possible, please supply by email (to journal@bfhs.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bedfordshire Family History Society now has a presence on Facebook 

for news and discussions visit 
www.facebook.com/BedfordshireFamilyHistorySociety 

PROGRAMME 

MEETING  VENUE 
MARK RUTHERFORD SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 

WENTWORTH DRIVE, BEDFORD MK41 8PX (by Mowsbury Park) 

Doors open at 19:00, talk commences at 19:30 
Bookstall and library also available 

FUTURE  MEETING  DATES  2018/19 
2019: 11 JAN, 1 FEB, 1 MAR 
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THE  BRYANT  BOATBUILDING  DYNASTY 

From the early 1800s a number of 
my Bryant ancestors were skilled 
craftsmen. My GG grandfather 
Charles Bryant (b.1806) is quoted as 
a joiner in the 1851 census, and my 
great grandfather John Bryant 
(b.1832) in 1861 is listed as a 
cabinetmaker. Then came my 
grandfather Harry Alonzo Bryant 
(b.1866) who in the 1881 census is 
also a cabinetmaker. Later he became 
a boat builder on the river Ouse in 
Bedford, learning this trade working 
for Chetham’s another Bedford boat 
builder (photo 1). I never met him for 
he died in 1938 before I was born, as 
did his wife Jane (née Pestell). Along 
the way I discovered that two other 
family members, his youngest 
brother Walter Fred (photo 2), and 
Harry’s eldest son another Harry 
Alonzo, known as Lon, were also 
boat builders. Three or four years 
back I had a really lucky break, when 
someone contacted me to say they 
had an early speed boat made by 
Harry and Walter Bryant. This had 
been found in a barn in 
Norfolk ,where it had lain for almost 
60 years, and has now been restored 

by its new owner. It did not take long 
to arrange a visit to see this, and what 
an impressive boat it was (photo 3). 
It also had a brass name plaque 
inscribed by the makers ‘H & W 
Bryant builders, Bedford, England’, 
what better provenance could you 
ask for (photo 4). 
The new owner of the boat has 
kindly given me a brief history of the 
boat, which was commissioned by a 
Mr Harold Tusting who had entered 
the newly emerging sport of outboard 
motor boat racing. He named it ‘Ian’ 
after his son. It was powered by a 
twin cylinder 486cc Evintrude 
outboard motor, and competed in the 
first ever Duchess of York’s Trophy 
Race held at the Welsh Harp, 
Hendon on 13/14 July 1928. She last 
raced in 1936, on the sea in a regatta 
at Felixstowe, Suffolk, during which 
it capsized, and Mr Tusting took 

Photo 1: Harry Alonzo Bryant 

Photo 2: Walter Fred Bryant 
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shelter in a pocket of air under the 
hull. His family watching from the 
shore feared the worst, and when he 
was rescued they forbade him ever to 
race again. The boat was found 
stored by a member of Mr Tusting 
family in a barn. The Evintrude 
engine was destroyed in a fire during 
the war, but the boat survived 
completely undamaged. The engine 
now fitted is a facsimile of the 
original motor. The double skinned 
hull is evidence of the Bryant 
brothers skill and craftsmanship. 
There is a Pathé News feature on the 
internet showing the boat race in 
1928. Was Harry and Walter’s boat 
racing in this news clip? 
While my grandfather Harry 

continued in the boat building and 
hire business until his death in 1938, 
there was not enough work for 
Walter and he later worked for a 
water board. More recent research 
has now revealed that other family 
members beside Harry and Walter 
were involved in the boat building 
business. One as I said earlier was 
my uncle Harry Alonzo Bryant (Lon) 
the eldest son of my grandfather, 
who on his marriage certificate to 
Bertha Bandy (9 June 1923) lists his 
occupation as a boat builder. Three 
years later on the birth certificate of 
his son Peter in 1926 his employment 
is given as a ‘Boat builder 
(journeyman) of Hayes’. Through his 
granddaughter it has become 
apparent, that he was a very skilled 
craftsman. A rowing boat made by 
him is shown in photo 5 probably at 
the Bryant’s Newnham Avenue 
premises. He also started making 
violins and applied for a job with 
Dykes & Son (Violin Collectors and 
Experts), Charing Cross Road, 
London, in 1928. Harry Dykes writes 
a personal letter to him dated 3 

Photo 3: Speedboat made by Harry & Walter Bryant 

Photo 4: Brass name plaque 
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February 1928 in which he says, ‘We 
are always open to employ men who 
are highly skilled …. However you 
may take “heart of grace” whenever 
you can show really fine work you 
will be able to interest us’. Dykes 
goes on to say though that he cannot 
justify Lon leaving his current 
employer.  Something else I never 
knew about him until recently, was 
that he was a sapper in the Royal 
Engineers in World War One at the 
age of 18 (photo 6). I never heard 
him talk about it, nor did my father 
Jack speak of it to me. Only recently 
I discovered that he was very poorly 
treated after the war, and so perhaps 
it was too abhorrent to discuss. He 
later worked in the aircraft industry 
as a chargehand aircraft engineer. 
Further family members Herbert 

Bryant and his elder brother Walter 
(jnr), children of Harry’s younger 
brother Walter Fred also worked on 
the boats, as did Ernest Bryant my 
uncle who took over the business 
from my grandfather. Herbert seems 
not to have made boats, but he was a 
skilled cabinet maker and restorer. 
He made a fine Pembroke table, and 
also did restoration work for 
Harewood House. He also, so I have 
been told by a descendant of Walter 
(jnr.), had some responsibility for 
looking after the Harewood’s  
children, and it was through them 
that he apparently became friendly 
with Benjamin Britain. 
Turning now to my grandfather 
Harry Alonzo’s wife Jane (née 
Pestell) I know very little about her 
(photo 7 with granddaughter June). 

Photo 5: Boat made by Lon 
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Jenny as she signs herself on 
certificates was born in 1868, and 
married Harry on 5 August 1890.  
Many of Jenny’s family worked in 
the bricklaying business, including 
her father Charles Pestell who 
married Jane Maria Gasgoine on 14 
April 1868. There were nine children 
of which Jenny was the eldest. Three 
of the sons George, Thomas and 
Edward were bricklayers, and Rose 
and Sarah worked in the laundry 
industry. Another son Fred is listed 
in a census as a solicitor’s clerk. 
Charles daughter Lizzie I know very 
little about, and his youngest son 
Harry who married Mabel Peacock 
worked as a boilermaker. They all 
lived in the Elstow and Ampthill 
Road area of Bedford. Harry I know 
lived somewhere off Ampthill Road. 
Could it be that he might have 
worked for Hobkirk’s Foundry 
nearby, or the Britannia Works 
nearer in towards the town? It would 

be interesting to connect with 
descendants to find out more about 
any of Charles Pestell’s children. I 
only have a very tiny button hole size 
image Charles (photo 8) and just two 
images of Jenny. There is clearly 
much research still to do, and if 
anyone knows more I would be 
interested to hear.        � 

David Bryant 

Photo 6: Lon Bryant 

Photo 7: Jenny Bryant and  
granddaughter June 

Photo 8: C
harles Pestell 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  FAMILY  HISTORY  SOCIETY 
Minutes of the 41st Annual General Meeting 
Held at 7.30 p.m. on Friday, 1st JUNE 2018 

at Mark Rutherford School, Wentworth Drive, Bedford 
 
Present:  Geoff Sewell, Chairman of the Society 
  Pamela Birch – President of the Society/County Archivist 
  Committee Members 
  Members of the Society 
 
The meeting was opened by Geoff Sewell who welcomed all those present 
numbering 20.  He also introduced Pamela Birch, President of the Society, and 
she took the Chair. Geoff announced that he had booked Ian Waller as our 
speaker for the 1 March 2019 speaking on Up with the Lark – Agricultural 
Labourers.  He also reminded the meeting that the July meeting is on the 13 
July and not the usual first Friday of the month. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Colin Chapman, David Daniels, Noel Evans, 
Ann Brown, Val Thomas, Dennis and Dorothy Noble, Lynn Manning and Paul 
Woodcraft. 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Pamela Birch asked for any comments on last year’s minutes – none received 
and they were signed as being a true copy of last year’s Annual General 
Meeting. 
Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Olga Page and seconded by Cathy 
Friend then agreed unanimously by the meeting. 

3. Matters Arising 
None were raised. 

4. Chairman’s Report 
Geoff Sewell addressed the meeting, copies of the full report having been made 
available prior to the meeting for members to read.  This report forms part of 
the minutes of this meeting. 
Acceptance of the Chairman’s report was proposed by Mary Wooldridge and 
seconded by George Ruscoe.  Pamela asked for a show of hands from members 
and the report was agreed unanimously. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
Peter Sharp presented the Treasurer’s Report and the Accounts.  Copies of his 
report were available prior to the meeting for members to read and forms part 
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of the minutes of this meeting. 
The Treasurer then went on to say “On behalf of the current and past 
committees and all the members of our Society, I would like to give a big vote 
of thanks to Geoff for being our Chairman for the last 22 years and guiding us 
in all that we have achieved. He has presided over 242 committee meetings.  In 
2003 he was instrumental in updating our constitution from the original that 
was prepared in 1977.  He has organised the school to make sure all the 
members’ meetings run smoothly and of course booked all the excellent 
speakers. When the snow caused the cancellation of a few meetings, Geoff 
would often plough through the snow to be at the gates of the school to inform 
any hardy souls that the meeting was off. 
He represented us at the meetings with the Federation of Family History 
Societies within the East Anglian Group and would usually be present with 
other members of the committee at genealogy fairs where we exhibit.  He has 
also liaised with the Bedford Records Office. Every quarter he has made sure 
that the journal is prepared and produced on time and in a professional way. 
Although Geoff is standing down as Chairman we are pleased that he has 
agreed to continue as Programme Secretary for at least the near future. 
We have pleasure in offering him the office of Vice-President and this token of 
our appreciation for all the work and help he has given to the Society these 
past 22 years. 
So once again Geoff, thank you from the bottom of our hearts for everything 
and we look forward to seeing you at the members’ meeting on the 13 July.” 
Geoff was then presented with a card and vouchers. 
Pamela Birch followed by adding her thanks to Geoff for his past help liaising 
with her and past Archivists at the Records Office. 

6. Election of Officers and Members of the Executive Committee 
There then followed the Election of Officers and Members of the Executive 
Committee as follows: 
Nomination  Position Proposed  Seconded 
Noel Evans  Chairman Mary Wooldridge Olga Page 
Lynn Manning Secretary Paul Woodcraft Kevin Friend 
Peter Sharp  Treasurer Mary Wooldridge Catherine Friend 
The following Executive Committee Members were willing to continue and 
were presented to the meeting: 

Catherine Friend Kevin Friend Val Thomas 
Paul Woodcraft Mary Wooldridge 

The Election en bloc of the Officers and Executive Committee was then 
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proposed and was unanimously carried by those members present. 
Peter Sharp, Treasurer then read the following received from Noel Evans: 
Firstly I repeat my apologies for not being with you this evening.  I had booked 
my holiday to start later but the tour company changed the date leaving me 
with the choice of cancelling the holiday or missing the meeting.  Geoff 
assured me that I have no role to play in this meeting: I will be with you for the 
next meeting. 
I am honoured that you should elect me as your Chairman.  I have a very big 
act to follow and I cannot hope to achieve all that Geoff has.  I will definitely 
not continue for 22 years!  I am 76 now and feel capable of serving a 3 year 
term as your Chairman but I think that you should soon start thinking about 
who will replace me.  I will not completely rule out standing for another 3 
years in 2021, dependent on my health then, but anything beyond that would 
not be good for the Society. 
Having said that, I do not propose to be a ‘caretaker Chairman’.  I hope that 
Bedfordshire Family History Society, under the guidance of the committee, 
will continue to find new ways of encouraging and supporting the study of 
family history.  If you have ideas please let me (or anyone on the committee) 
know: better still put your name forward to join the committee. 
I thank you for your confidence in me and hope to live up to your expectations. 
Noel Evans 

7. Appointment of Honorary Independent Examiner 
Peter Sharp thanked Richard Chaloner for his past work on the Society’s 
Accounts and recommended that he continue to be Honorary Independent 
Examiner for the Society.  Proposed by Peter Sharp, seconded by Alan Feasey.  
This was unanimously carried by the Members present. 

8. Any Other Business 

8.1 
Alan Feasey mentioned that Noel had asked him if he had any information 
regarding GDPR from his time as Treasurer but he said he had none. 

8.2 
Colin West queried page 11 of the Financial booklet in that the signing date 
said 2017 not 2018 and the wording of the Examiner’s statement appeared to 
say that he was not happy with the Accounts.  Colin was assured that the 
Examiner was happy and we would seek to make the wording clearer next 
year. 
There being no further business, Geoff thanked Pamela Birch for Chairing the 
meeting and declared it closed at 8.04 p.m.      � 
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OFFICERS’  REPORTS 
 

CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT  FOR  JUNE  2017  TO  MAY  2018 
Geoff Sewell 

A major project this year has been the allocation of £5,000 to the Record Office 
for the inputting of data relating to the Bedfordshire Wills. The project is going 
very well with a dedicated person employed to input the data.  
Myself, Christine Mackay and Fred Morris have been working on the MI’s for 
the parish of Keysoe. The data is almost ready for publishing on a new issue of 
the CD.  We have also obtained the St Albans Woodland burial ground records. 
The site is for national burial and contains about 400 burials. This burial 
ground is also at Keysoe. 
I have to report the death of one of our Honorary Members, John Page, on 12 
September 2017.  John was a member of the Committee for many years. He 
spent a lot of his time compiling and organising the construction of the Parish 
Register CDs for the Society. He is sadly missed by all. 
The membership last year reached a figure of 509. So far this year we are at 
482. It is disappointing that over the last seven years we have seen our numbers 
gradually fall but other societies are suffering in the same way. 
The Treasurer Peter Sharp will report a loss for the year ending 31 December 
2017 of £1,777. This loss is the result of the £5,000 we have donated to the 
Record Office. The financial report shows that this only takes a little from our 
reserves. Peter maintains the Society accounts scrupulously. He carefully looks 
after the accounts and produces updated reports each month. A first class job. 
The Committee under the control and guidance of the Treasurer Peter Sharp, 
carefully manage the Society funds.  Proposed expenditure on project work 
will ensure the Society maintains an income from the sale of publications in 
future years. 
The Treasurer has claimed a tax rebate from Gift Aid this year of £381. 
Noel and I attended the Federation of Family History Societies meeting in 
York on 17 March 2018. At this meeting there was an excellent talk by Eric 
Jackson about the new Data Protection Laws (GDPR). This law came in on 25 
May 2018. The talk gave us very useful information about the new law which 
we are now implementing for the Society. Noel has become the Society’s new 
Information Manager covering this law. 
Olga Page deals with any Members’ Profiles we receive and George Ruscoe 
maintains a database of Members’ Profiles. 
Lynn Manning is the Society’s Secretary and Minute Secretary for the 
Committee and records the Committee meeting minutes, an important job as it 
ensures a true record is kept of Society business. Lynn has responsibility for 
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the production of a tea towel for sale through the Society. This has proved a 
very successful product and is contributing to Society funds.  
Our Journal Co–ordinator Geoff Young is currently editing the Journal. Geoff 
is doing a first class job of ensuring the Journal is on time and to a high 
standard. Thank you Geoff. We are in short supply of articles for the Journal so 
if you have information or articles for the Journal then please send your 
material to journal@bfhs.org.uk. 
The bookstall is being looked after by Charlie Norman and Kerr Clement. The 
target sales are now second hand books and Parish Register CDs and the 
bookstall continues to raise money for the Society. Thank you. 
The Society’s website is continually being updated; Brian Payne, who lives in 
the USA, is our webmaster. Brian has recently redesigned the website bringing 
it up to date. It is now much more usable. Thank you Brian. 
Noel Evans handles the Society’s Parish CDs, Surname Index CD, some books 
and microfiche sales by mail order. This is a very important job, involving a lot 
of hard work behind the scenes which, as you will see from this year's 
accounts, brings in a regular income to the Society. Noel also operates a look-
up service taking the information from CD records. Our stock of microfiche are 
slowly running out and will soon be completely superseded by CDs. Noel has 
also taken over the role of Vice Chairman of the Society. Thank you Noel for 
all your hard work it is much appreciated by the Society. Mark Tresidder deals 
with the production of these CDs. Thank you. 
Joy Townend and her husband David have indexed the fourth and final Patricia 
Bell Wills book. This was finally published last year. Joy and David have now 
moved out of the area. A thank you for all your hard work with the indexing. 
John Partridge is in charge of the Society’s library and is doing a first rate job 
in maintaining and updating the book stock. Judith Mooney has assisted John 
during this year with the library – many thanks for your help. 
Mary Wooldridge looks after research, receiving and dealing with enquiries 
from members. Mary is a great asset to the Society and she is also a mine of 
information on Bedfordshire names. Thank you Mary. 
Cathy and Kevin Friend are now looking after the job of Membership 
Secretary. I would like to thank Cathy and Kevin for carrying out a first class 
job of looking after the Membership Secretary’s position. 
Cathy and Kevin collect the post regularly from our PO Box and pass to Peter 
Sharp for distribution. They also set up the PA system at our monthly meetings. 
Thank you both. 
Maureen Hall is working hard behind the scenes producing many of the 
Society’s documents, the AGM booklets, Publications Booklet and the latest 
edition of the Members’ Handbook. Thank you Maureen. 
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Paul Woodcraft carries out Journal distribution. This is one of those jobs that 
goes on behind the scenes which members on the whole take for granted. It is 
carried out quietly, efficiently and in a professional manner. Thank you for all 
your hard work. 
The Society has introduced the Journal to members as a pdf file this year. For 
those UK members that would like it in this format, there is a reduction in the 
membership fee. The number of members taking the journal as a pdf file as at 
March 2018 was 90 plus 19 swaps. This is more than was expected.  As you 
are all aware, like everything else, the cost of postage has increased 
dramatically making Journal mailing more expensive. We currently have 
exchange journals from other Societies on our website as pdf files. These can 
be accessed by a username and password, by clicking on the Members’ Portal 
button. 
Noel and I have attended the twice yearly East Anglian Group meetings at 
Huntingdon in October 2017 and April 2018. This meeting, attended by the 
thirteen county Family History Societies that make up East Anglia, is a very 
useful forum at which to discuss and exchange ideas. The East Anglian Family 
History Fair in St Ives for June 2018 has been cancelled. 
Val Thomas has looked after the job of Social Secretary this year and organised 
the trip to the National Archives last year. Thank you Val. 
The Society is in great need of new Committee members to help run the 
Society, so if you have some spare time then your contribution would be most 
welcome.  Initially, please contact a member of the Committee. You are invited 
to attend a Committee meeting, under no obligation, to see how the Society is 
run.  I think you will be very surprised at the amount of business we get 
through. 
Lynn Manning looks after the job of Publicity and Recruitment Officer. She 
ensures the Society is advertised in as many publications and papers as 
possible. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody for the time they spend 
ensuring the smooth running of the Society; this can only happen if people are 
willing to give up some of their spare time. Without fresh volunteers there 
would be no continuing Society. 
The programme for this past year’s Members’ meetings was as follows: 
9 June 2017  AGM + Quiz    Pamela Birch 
7 July 2017   Reading Old Handwriting  Ian Waller 
8 Sept 2017  Ampthill’s Great Houses    John Hele 
6 Oct 2017  A March Through Time – 800 
   Years of Protest and Democracy Dr Nick Barratt 
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3 Nov 2017  Bedford’s Architectural Heritage 
   Lost and Saved     David Fowler 
1 Dec 2017  The Evil Sheriff of Bedford Amanda Goody 
2 Jan 2018  Letters From The Front    Margaret Butt 
2 Feb 2018  The Women’s Suffrage Movement 
   in Bedford/Bedfordshire  Bob Ricketts  
2 March 2018 Meeting Cancelled Because of Weather 
20 April 2018 On and Off The Foot Plate Bill Davies  
4 May 2018  The Great War Through 
   The Magic Lantern  Kevin Varty 
I would like to thank other members who help ensure that members' meetings 
run smoothly, in particular the receptionists and the tea makers, both important 
jobs. Thank you to Colin West who organises the refreshment team. 
The average attendance at members’ meetings is around 80. The presentation 
and content of the talks have been to the usual high standard. We are always on 
the lookout for new and interesting talks, so if you come across any on your 
travels please collect the speaker's details and pass them on to me. The Society 
Committee members are all hard working and put in many hours of their time 
on your behalf to achieve the high standard the Society has reached. 
I am standing down after this meeting as Chairman. I have spent some 22 years 
as Chairman and enjoyed every minute of my duties. I wish the Society all the 
best for the future. Fortunately Noel Evans has agreed to stand as Chairman. � 

 
TREASURER’S  REPORT 

FOR  1  JANUARY  TO  31  DECEMBER  2017 
Peter Sharp 

The Society made a loss of £1,777 in the financial year ending 31 December 
2017. This loss takes account of a £5,000 single project cost with Bedfordshire 
Archives and Records Service (BARS) as mentioned below. 
Thank you to those members that pay tax and have completed a gift aid form. 
In 2017 we claimed £381 for the subscriptions received in the later part of 
calendar year 2016. Gift aid for the early part of 2016 was claimed in 2016. 
Cash at bank and in hand reduced to £51,237. Included in the total is £42,416 
which is in a 95 day notice account albeit with a low interest rate of 0.25% for 
the first ten months and 0.40% in November and December 2017. 
Income from membership for 2017 dropped again and was £5,595, including 
gift aid, against the reduced direct costs of membership (journals, postage, 
meeting rooms, speakers and governance) amounting to £7,822. 
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Membership in 2014 was 603, in 2015 was 582, in 2016 was 528 and in 2017 it 
dropped again to 509 full members including 35 new members. 
Income from publications increased from £6,480 to £8,154, aided by the sales 
of a complete set of Parish Register CDs from New Zealand. 
The total expenditure increased from £11,060 in 2016 to £17,366 in 2017. We 
decided to contribute £5,000 to BARS for a project for the digitisation of their 
wills collection. Your committee pays close attention to all costs and has 
managed to keep our main expenditure concerned with the journal as low as 
possible particularly as more members take the journal in PDF electronic 
format. 
After each quarter of the year we make royalty payments to BARS in relation 
to our sales of Parish Register CDs and microfiche.  Although sales of fiche are 
being phased out the sales actually increased to £312 in 2017.  Sales of Parish 
Register CDs had a boost as they increased from £4,462 to £5,967.  The total 
royalty paid to BARS for the 2017 sales increased to £634. 
The Society continues to host well attended members’ meetings, normally on 
the first Friday of the month, and we have maintained our policy of inviting 
widely-known speakers to give a lecture. The cost of these ten speakers was 
£648 in 2017. 
The Society is affiliated to the Federation of Family History Societies, to which 
we pay an affiliation fee of 38p per member. This fee includes insurance for 
public liability. We also insure our assets against all risks. 
I would like to express my thanks to our independent examiner Mr Richard 
Chaloner for his help and assistance in maintaining and preparing the Society’s 
accounts for this year. 
I recommend that the 2017 Financial Accounts presented to the members at the 
AGM are adopted. Proposed by Alan Feasey and seconded by Cathy Friend. 
Accepted unanimously.         � 

You can now see the BFHS Data 
Protection Policy on the Society’s 
web site. The appendices giving 

details of how we implement the 
policy are still under development. � 

Noel Evans, Information Manager 

GENERAL  DATA  PROTECTION  REGULATION  (GDPR) 
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TRIP  TO  NATIONAL  ARCHIVES  AT  KEW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Meet at Park and Ride at Elstow on the A6 
At 8am for coach trip to Kew. 

Leave National Archives at 5pm to return back 
to the Park and Ride at Elstow, Bedford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested in Going? 
(Kew Gardens are still open) 

 
Price per person £15 (same as last year) 

 
Contact any of the committee members for more information 

 
Val Thomas 

Social Secretary 
Bedfordshire Family History Society 

29  SEPTEMBER  2018 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  HERITAGE  TEA  TOWELS 

The Society has had a 
supply of Bedfordshire 
Heritage tea towels 
printed and these are now 
being sold to raise funds. 
 
These tea towels are 
really too nice to use for 
drying up; they are 
beautifully colour printed 
with some famous 
Bedfordshire landmarks 
forming a border for the 
County map. Even if you 
don’t have any 
Bedfordshire ancestors 
they make ideal gifts.  
They are 100% cotton 
and at £4.50 each can be 
obtained from the 
bookstall at Members’ 
meetings by email to 
Lynn at 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk or 
by post (please add £1 
for UK postage and 
packing—for outside the 
UK please enquire before 
ordering) from: 
 
Lynn Manning 
38 Risborough Road 
Bedford MK41 9QW 
Tel. 01234 306482 

 
Cheques to be made 
payable to Bedfordshire 
Family History Society 
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Statement of Financial Activities 
    

  
 Current Year 

2017 
Prior Year 

2016 
    £ £ 
Incoming Resources     

       
Incoming Resources from Generated 
    Funds      
 Voluntary Income   5,595 6,838 
 Investment Income   89 148 
      
Income from Charitable Activities   9,905 7,338 
      

Total Incoming Resources   15,589 14,324 
      
      
Resources Expended    
      
Cost of Charitable Activities   14,769 8,667 
      
Governance Costs   2,597 2,393 
      

Total Resources Expended   17,366 11,060 
      
    
Net Movement in Funds   (1,777) 3,264 
      
Total Funds Brought Forward   72,948 69.684 
       

Total Funds Carried Forward   71,171 72,948 
        
    

  

         Annual Accounts for the Period 

 
    Period Start Date  Period End Date 
 
 From    1 January 2017 To 31 December 2017 
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Any member who was unable to attend the AGM may contact the Society through the PO Box or by 
email and ask for a copy of the accounts booklet.  

Balance Sheet 
    

  
 Current Year 

2017 
Prior Year 

2016 
    £ £ 
Fixed Assets      

       
Tangible Fixed Assets  15,168 15,168 

      
Total Fixed Assets   15,168 15,168 

      

Current Assets     
      

Stock of Books and Stamps   4,131 3,908 
Debtors   1,747 1,947 
Cash at Bank and In Hand  51,238 53,148 

      
Total Current Assets   57,116 59,003 
      
      
Current Liabilities     
      

Creditors  1,113 1,222 
      
Net Current Liabilities   1,113 1,222 
      
Net Current Assets   56,003 57,781 
      
     
Net Assets    71,171 72,949 
      
Funds    

Unrestricted   71,171 72,949 
Restricted   - - 

    71,171 72,949 
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Ampthill † * £15 2 
Arlesey £20 2 
Aspley Guise † £15 3 
Astwick † £10 2 
Barton £15 3 
Battlesden £10 2 
Bedford St Cuthbert †* £15 2 
Bedford St John * £15 2 
Bedford St Mary † * £15 2 
Bedford St Paul † * £25 2 
Bedford St Peter * £10 2 
Biddenham † £10 2 
Biggleswade † * £15 2 
Billington † £10 2 
Bletsoe £10 2 
Blunham † * £15 2 
Bolnhurst £10 2 
Bromham † £10 2 
Caddington † £15 1 
Campton & Shefford † * £20 2 
Cardington † * £15 2 
Carlton † * £10 2 
Chalgrave £15 1 
Chellington  £15 2 

Clapham † £10 2 
Clifton £20 2 
Clophill † £15 2 
Cockayne Hatley £10 2 
Colmworth † £10 1 
Cople † £10 1 
Cranfield † * £15 2 
Dean † * £15 1 
Dunstable † * £15 2 
Dunton † £15 2 
Eaton Bray £20 2 
Eaton Socon † * £25 2 
Edworth † £10 1 
Elstow † £15 2 
Eversholt † £15 1 
Everton £10 2 
Eyeworth £10 2 
Farndish † £10 1 
Felmersham † * £10 2 
Flitton * £15 2 
Flitwick £10 1 
Goldington £10 2 
Great Barford † £15 2 
Harlington † £10 2 

BEDFORDSHIRE PARISH RECORDS ON CD 
 

See also details of the Surnames Index CD to all parishes 
 

CDs for all 128 ancient Bedfordshire parishes are now available from:  
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk – details of CD contents:  www.bfhs.org.uk 
 

Each CD contains, for one parish: 
All Parish Register transcripts up to 1812 (images) 

Searchable Indexes to the Parish Registers for:  
Baptisms at least 1813-1851 (some parishes all up to 1851);  

all Marriages up to 1837; and all Burials to 1851 
The relevant 1851 Census Index for Bedfordshire (images) 

 

CDs marked † also contain Monumental Inscriptions (MIs)  
from a graveyard in the parish (church, chapel or cemetery). 

Those marked * contain records from the registers or graveyards of 
Non-Conformist chapels in the parish;  

photographs and other records are included as available. 
‡ Holwell: MIs and Burials only, not Registers (now in Herts) 

Parish                         Price  Issue (Recent updates marked in bold) 
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Harrold * £10 2 
Haynes † £20 1 
Henlow † £10 1 
Higham Gobion £10 2 
Hockliffe † * £10 2 
Holwell † ‡   £5 1 
Houghton Conquest † * £15 1 
Houghton Regis * £15 2 
Hulcote † £10 2 
Husborne Crawley † £20 2 
Kempston £15 3 
Kensworth † £15 2 
Keysoe † * £15 2 
Knotting £10 2 
Langford £15 2 
Leighton Buzzard † * £20 3 
Lidlington † £10 2 
Little Barford † £10 1 
Little Staughton † * £10 2 
Lower Gravenhurst £10 2 
Luton † * £30 2 
Marston Moretaine † £15 2 
Maulden † * £15 1 
Melchbourne † £10 1 
Meppershall † £10 1 
Millbrook £15 2 
Milton Bryan † £10 2 
Milton Ernest † £10 2 
Northill † £15 2 
Oakley † £10 2 
Odell † £10 2 
Old Warden † £15 2 
Pavenham £10 2 
Pertenhall £15 1 
Podington £15 1 
Potsgrove † £10 2 
Potton † * £20 2 
Pulloxhill £10 2 
Ravensden † £10 2 
Renhold £10 2 

Ridgmont † * £15 2 
Riseley £10 2 
Roxton † * £10 2 
Salford † £10 2 
Sandy † * £15 1 
Sharnbrook £10 2 
Shelton † £10 1 
Shillington † £15 2 
Souldrop † £10 1 
Southill † * £20 1 
Stagsden † £15 1 
Stanbridge * £10 1 
Steppingley † £10 2 
Stevington † * £10 2 
Stotfold † * £10 1 
Streatley † £10 2 
Studham £15 1 
Sundon † £10 1 
Sutton £15 1 
Swineshead † £10 1 
Tempsford † £10 2 
Thurleigh £10 1 
Tilbrook  £10 1 
Tilsworth † * £10 1 
Tingrith † £10 1 
Toddington † * £15 1 
Totternhoe * £15 1 
Turvey † * £20 1 
Upper Gravenhurst £10 1 
Upper Stondon £10 1 
Westoning † £10 2 
Whipsnade † £10 1 
Wilden † £15 1 
Willington † £10 1 
Wilstead † £20 2 
Woburn † * £20 1 
Wootton £15 2 
Wrestlingworth † £15 2 
Wymington £10 1 
Yelden † £10 1 

Prices include UK or overseas post and packing.  The cost of a full set of Parish 
CDs is £1,250. 
 

Some baptism indexes only cover the period 1813-1851, but as more stocks are 
needed, they will be updated to include the full period from the start of 
registers.  This also applies to the issue of new MI listings.  Any revised CDs 
will be indicated by the issue number.  Complete details of the content of each 
CD may be found on the Society website:  www.bfhs.org.uk  � 
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THE  BRIDGE  DISTURBANCE  AT  BIGGLESWADE 

In my article The Cartwrights of 
Biggleswade published in the March 
2018 Journal I mentioned my 
ancestor William Cartwright being 
involved in a riot. I speculated it was 
a pub brawl. Well thanks to John 
Partridge our Society Librarian who 
found the newspaper reports on the 
matter, I can now tell you it was 
nothing so mundane. 
Wading my way through Victorian 
Journalistic long–windedness the 
story appears to be this: 
It starts with a Mr. E. F. Powers a 
local mill owner buying a meadow 
that ran alongside the river Ivel. 
There was a footpath along the 
riverbank leading to a bridge. The 
bridge had become rotten so Mr 
Powers removed some of the planks. 
He also appears to have built walls 
around his property shutting the 
locals off from a public right of way 
belonging to the Parish. This led to a 
watering place that the parishioners 
had the use of. This right of way had 
become a subject of litigation which 
ended up in the Courts of Chancery 
in London. Archbishop Bathurst had 
represented the parishioners. 
This case was held on Friday 6 
February 1880 and the riot began that 
evening when the train from London 
arrived at Biggleswade station. A 
large crowd had gathered both on the 
platform and outside the station. 
Police inspector Smith tried to 
control a crowd of between 100 – 
200 people who started shouting at 
Mr Powers when he alighted from 

the train and got into his Brougham. 
The crowd followed the Brougham to 
the mill still shouting and now 
throwing stones. Inspector Smith said 
to them ‘you’ve got the path and 
your expenses, go away and don’t do 
any damage’. The crowd now moved 
on to Mr Powers’ parents house. 
Over 2 hours windows were smashed 
and the walls pushed down. One 
rioter James Kingsley was alleged to 
have said ‘The wall ought to come 
down, it never ought to have been put 
up’. William Wells said the wall was 
built on Parish property. 
The next day Mr Powers inspected 
the damage at his parents house. Two 
walls and palisading in the front of 
the house were knocked down. 
Twenty to thirty panes of glass were 
broken and mud smothered the front 
of the house. Similar damage had 
happened to his own house. The cost 
of the damage amounted to about 
£20. 
The police and other witnesses 
identified 22 rioters who first 
appeared before the Biggleswade 
Petty Sessions on Wednesday 12 
March 1880. The charge was ‘That 
they unlawfully and riotously did 
assemble and disturb the public 
peace and did then make a great riot 
and disturbance to the terror and 
alarm of Her Majesty’s subjects at 
Biggleswade on Friday evening 
February 6’. 
Mr Blanchard Wontner the 
prosecutor asked for the case to be 
adjourned as one of the principle  
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witnesses for the prosecution P.C. 
Woods had been taken ill. After 
much argument the case was 
obviously adjourned as the next 
newspaper report was for the case 
held at the Bedford Crown Court, on 
Wednesday 7 July 1880. This time 
only 19 rioters appeared. There were 
so many of them, that they had to 
stand in the Grand Jury Gallery 
instead of the prisoners dock. The 
indictments included riotously 
assaulting two policemen and 
damaging Mr Powers’ property. 
They all pleaded ‘not guilty’. Mr 
Powers recounted how he had been 
met at the station by the mob who 
followed him to his father’s house 
and caused the damage. P.C. Woods 
named most of the defendants. 
William Richardson was heard to say 
‘knock the wall down’ – which he 
denied saying. William Carston was 
seen punching a wall. Others 

specifically named were James 
Kingsley, who was very excited; 
William Holliday who was 
encouraging others and William 
Wells who appeared to be one of the 
ringleaders. One amusing piece of 
evidence was given by Frederick 
Ireland a boy groom. He saw most of 
the disturbance and spoke to 
Holliday and Page, who put him up 
on one of the walls and threatened to 
‘make a box of cold meat of him’ if 
he gave evidence. 
In the Judge’s summing up he said 
‘in one view it was a serious thing 
for people had no right to take the 
law into their own hands. In another 
view it might be said they were a 
little too exultant in their triumph’ 
The trial ended with the 19 being 
bound over on their own reconizance 
of £20 to appear and receive 
judgement when called upon. They 
were discharged 2 days later. 

George Brittain George Orton 
George Burnage William Orton 
George Burrows Henry Page 
William Caston Thomas Pressland 
Thomas Church William Cartwright Richardson 
Thomas Cottam Frederick Tomalin 
James Cowland William Armantage Wells 
William Holliday William Wilson 
Charles Jeeves Frederick Wood 
James Kingsley  

List of defendants: 

John Maythorn Frederick Walker Frederick Howe 
Appearing at Magistrates’ Court but not Crown Court: 
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BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNALS ON CD 
Back copies of Journal Volumes 1 – 19 including indexes, 

in .pdf format. 
The cd contains Volumes 1 – 19 of the journal and a link to the online 

Surname Index available on our website. Each journal volume covers a 
period of two years and contains an individual index to surnames and 

subjects. 
Only £10 including postage and is available from: 

Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 
or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk 

Notes on Mr E.F. Powers 
This appears to be Mr. Edward 
Frederick Powers who took over 
Charles Powers and Company 
owners of Biggleswade Mills, Holme 
Mills, South Mills and Langford 
Mills, on the death of his Uncle 
Charles in 1873. He obviously wasn’t 
a good businessman as the company 
went bankrupt in 1884. 
There are several Powers men in the 
1881 census who are all involved in 
corn either milling or as merchants: 
Edmund aged 71 corn mill owner 
employing 28 men and 7 boys; 
George aged 39 a corn merchant; 

John aged 54 a baker, corn and coal 
merchant and Edmund aged 40 
another corn miller. 
Sources 
Report from the Magistrates court: 
Luton Times and Advertiser, Friday 
March 12 1880 
Report from the Crown Court: Luton 
Times and Advertiser, Friday July 9 
1880 
Bedfordshire Gaol Register 
Notes on E.F. Powers: Biggleswade 
History Society        � 

Susan Canty (3832) 
susan.canty@hotmail.co.uk 

Further to the article “The 
Cartwrights of Biggleswade”, by 
Susan Canty, in the March Journal, 
and the subsequent correspondence, 
June Journal, Les Forman has now 

written to say that he also has 
ancestry through the Partridge line to 
Inskip and Chillery..       � 

Ed. 

CARTWRIGHTS  –  FURTHER  CORRESPONDENCE 
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Following on from the first article 
published in March 2018 journal, 
here’s some more snippets from the 
Poor Law Union Gazette established 
for giving information of persons 
who desert their families, leaving 
them chargeable to the Poor–rates. 
29 May 1858, Bedford Union 
John SAWFOOT, labourer, age 60, 
about 5 feet 8 inches high, has a 
mark on left eyelid, rather shambling 
gait, had on a round frustian jacket, 
cord vest, plaid trousers and a cap; 
left his wife and 4 children at 
Finchley in October 1857. Two 
pounds will be paid for his 
apprehension. 
25 September 1858, Biggleswade 
Union 
John FISHER, a painter, very good 
writer and grainer, about 5 feet 4 
inches high, slight made, addicted to 
drinking; deserted his wife and 
family on 24th last, leaving them 
chargeable to the parish of 
Biggleswade. One pound reward will 
be paid for any information. 
William CHAMBERLAIN, labourer, 
aged 41, about 5 feet 6 inches high, 
likely to be either in Cheshunt or 
West Ham, he being a good labourer 
for a market gardener; deserted his 
wife and family, leaving them 
chargeable to the parish of Potton. 
One pound reward will be paid. 
18 June 1859, Luton Union 
Moses CARTER, labourer, aged 
about 45, about 5 feet 6 inches high, 
fair complexion, brown hair, very 

bushy whiskers, walks quickly, and 
talks very deliberately, has a mark on 
his left arm above the elbow 
resembling a rat, generally wears a 
short jacket and cord trousers; left 
Dunstable in November 1858, was 
last heard of in January 1859, when 
he was at work at Buckland Common 
near Tring. 
17 September 1859, Luton Union 
Joseph WALKER, aged 33, about 5 
feet 6 inches high, dark hair, eyes 
and whiskers, both cheeks full in 
from loss of back teeth, last seen at 
the Greyhound in St. Albans on the 
27 August last, had on when he left, 
a drab jacket, cord breeches, leathern 
leggings and a Tuscan hat, trimmed 
with a blue ribbon; left his wife and 4 
children chargeable to the hamlet of 
Humbershoe, Markyate Street, Beds. 
Joseph HALL, aged 39, about 5 feet 
high, rather stout, very broad 
shoulders, swings his right arm when 
walking, sandy whiskers, brown hair 
and eyes, and is pitted with small–
pox, generally wore a frustian jacket 
and hairy cap; last seen at Luton 
about 30 December 1858, left his 
wife and 4 children chargeable to the 
parish of Kensworth. 
28 July 1860, Luton Union 
William PUNTER, labourer, aged 
30, about 4 feet 6 inches high, light 
complexion, very small features, 
light hair, thin light whiskers, speaks 
in a drawling manner; deserted his 
wife and 5 children on 3 July 1860, 
now chargeable to parish of 

MORE  GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  POOR  LAW  UNION  GAZETTE 
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Whipsnade. Wore a round frock, 
corduroy trousers and a dark cap 
when he absconded.  
3 January 1863, Luton Union 
Joseph GROOM, labourer, late of 
Houghton Regis Beds, aged 28, about 
5 feet 8 inches high, fair complexion, 
light hair, sandy whiskers, quick and 
upright walk; left his wife and 4 
children chargeable to parish of 
Houghton Regis near Dunstable. Last 
heard of at 19 Queen street, 
Whitechapel and now supposed to be 
working in the Underground 
Railway. 
20 February 1864, Leighton 
Buzzard Union 
James IRONS, labourer, aged 33, 
about 6 feet 2 inches high, dark hair 
and complexion, large eyebrows and 
sandy whiskers, has had his right leg 
taken off above the knee, and when 
he absconded in 1862, he wore one 
of wood made in the shape of a leg 
and foot. Is supposed to be working 
in or near London, was last seen in 
Bayswater and will probably go in a 
fictitious name. Has left his wife and 
3 children chargeable to the above 
union. 
William JANES, labourer, aged 33, 
about 5 feet 8 inches high, dark hair 
and complexion; deserted his 2 
children in 1863 leaving them 
chargeable to parish of Edlesboro, in 
this union. Has been twice 
apprehended in Kent for desertion, 
then going in fictitious names, and is 
now supposed to be working in or 
near Hounslow. 
Emma ELKERTON, alias 
BUTCHER, aged 21 years, about 5 

feet 4 inches high, brown hair, hazel 
eyes (very full), fresh complexion, 
good looking and walks very erect. 
Absconded in 1863 with a man 
named Charles NASH, a brush 
maker, leaving her illegitimate child 
chargeable to the above union. 
4 January 1868, Luton Union 
William MADDIE alias 
WILLIAMSON alias COOPER alias 
WILLIAMS, aged 57, shoemaker, 
very short, fair complexion, light 
hair, bushy light whiskers, grey eyes 
(a very little man); deserted his wife 
about 12 years ago, leaving her 
chargeable to the Luton Union. Is 
now in a good business somewhere 
in Islington, living with a woman 
named Ann LARGE and their 2 or 3 
children. Is to be seen frequently 
(especially in the excursion train 
season) at the ‘Luton 
House’ (Costin’s) close to Kings 
Cross Station. 
George FOSTER, labourer and bell–
ringer, about 40 years of age, 5 feet 
11 inches high, light brown hair, 
florid complexion, pitted with small-
pox, slouching gait; had on cord 
trousers and black frock coat, has 
been employed for a long time as 
assistant to a Count Court Bailiff. He 
left Luton Workhouse on the 9 
September 1867, with child Charles 
and deserted him in George Street, 
Luton on the same day, leaving him 
chargeable to Luton Union. 
Eli WARD, about 38 years of age, 
about 5 feet 7 inches high, rather 
thin, brown hair and whiskers; had on 
a black coat and trousers and a wide–
awake hat, has been working as a 
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miller’s carman and was last heard of 
at harvest work near Kingsborne 
Green; deserted his child Annie in 
Luton on the 24th May, leaving her 
chargeable to Luton Union. 
3 October 1885, Bedford Union 
Thomas Holyoak Laurence 
HILLIARD, actor, about 29 years of 
age, 5 feet 11 inches high, very dark 
hair, cut close and black moustache, 
is near sighted and wears eye glasses; 
pronounces the letters ‘th’ as ’v’; was 
last engaged in Mr. Charles Cooke’s 
company and has played in ‘Corsican 
Brothers’ and ‘Its Never Too Late to 

Mend’; left his wife and children 
chargeable to this Union. 
Henry Herbert MUDGE, formerly a 
commercial traveller, travelling in 
the sugar and wholesale grocery 
trade, middle aged, 5 feet 10 inches 
high, strongly built, fair complexion, 
hair, beard and whiskers fair and 
inclined to curl, light eyes, rather 
deaf; left child chargeable to this 
Union.         � 

John Partridge 
john.partridge10@ntlworld.com 

REMINDER 
The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 

December 2018 Journal is 
15 October 2018 
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Thanks to Olga Page we have been 
sent a comprehensive transcript and 
translation of the Court Rolls 
pertaining to Hawnes, now known as 
Haynes. We are indebted to 
Bedfordshire Archives Services for 
their kind permission for allowing us 
to use this information. 
Here’s instalment three. 

Manor of Hawnes: 

View of frankpledge with Court 
Baron of the Honorable George 
Carteret, Knight and Baronet, one of 
the Lord Privy Councillors of the 
most serene Lord King, Lord of the 
Manor aforesaid there held on 11 
October 22 Charles II 1670, before 
Thomas Christie, gentleman, steward 
there. 

Essoins: At this court Walter Nurse, 
gentleman, William Holding, 
Richard Albone, Nicholas Randolf, 
John Warner, John Jarvis junior, 
John Warner, Thomas Hill, Thomas 
Akish, Thomas Ingram, Thomas 
Caton, Thomas How and Richard 
Hall were essoined of the common 
essoin. 

Jury for the Lord King sworn: 

The same also sworn of [as] the 
homage of Court Baron. 

Defaulters: who being sworn and 
charged on their oath aforesaid 
present that Benjamin Conquest, 
esquire (13s..4d), John Osborne, 
esquire (13s..4d), John Ashbolt (10s), 
Thomas Coote senior (5s), Oliver 
Burr (6d), John Thorne (6d), Thomas 
Coote junior (12d), and William 
Maxey (5s) are residing within this 
manor and owe suit of Court thereto, 
but they did not appear on this day 
next after summons in that part but 
made default. Therefore each one of 
them is in mercy of the Lord as 
appears over their separate names. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath aforesaid present that John 
Jarvis who held freely of the Lord of 
this Manor to himself and his heirs 
by fealty, suit of Court and annual 
rent of iij d., a Cottage with 
appurtenances in Norwoodend within 
this Manor lately in the occupation of 
the same John, after the last Court 
alienated the aforesaid Cottage with 
appurtenances to John Jarvis junior, 
which certain John Jarvis junior 
being present here in Court did fealty 
for the premises. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath aforesaid present that John 
Wheeler who held freely of the Lord 

HAWNES  COURT  ROLLS 
FULL  TRANSCRIPT  AND  TRANSLATION  OF  X520/273 

William Albone Samuel Pryor 

William Usher  

Thomas Albone John Jarvis 

Henry Warren Thomas Linford 

William Warren Francis Everett 

Robert Jarvis Thomas Peck 

William Fanne Richard Wheeler 
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of this Manor to himself and his heirs 
by fealty, suit of Court and annual 
rent of j d., a Cottage with 
appurtenances in Norwoodend within 
this Manor, after the last Court did 
seized thereof. And that Sarah 
Wheeler, spinster is his daughter and 
next heir, which certain Sara being 
present here in Court did fealty and 
paid the relief. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath aforesaid say and present 
as much from the view as from 
certain knowledge of each one of 
them that the trees and elms growing 
in part of the hedge of a certain close 
called Thorne Close between the 
same close and the yard of the parish 
Church of Hawnes aforesaid belong 
to the owner of Torne Close 
aforesaid and are within the same 
close. And that the aforesaid close 
extended as far as a hill within the 
same yard. And finally say that the 
ancient hedge of the same close for 
more than fifty years past stood in 
that place in the churchyard where 
the aforesaid hill now is. And that the 
ditch belonging to the same hedge 
between the hedge and the 
churchyard aforesaid was part of the 
churchyard aforesaid and extended 
from Thornes gate to the royal way 
there. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath aforesaid present that 
Richard Marriott gathered fern on the 
warren contrary to the former order. 
Therefore he is in mercy of the 
Lord ...v s. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 

their oath aforesaid present that 
Thomas Caton allowed his cows and 
pigs to roam on the land of Philip 
Carteret, knight (then being sown 
with oats). 

Therefore he is in mercy of the Lord 
… vj s. viij d. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage on their 
oath aforesaid present that Thomas 
Caton allowed his flock to wander, 
lie and graze on the Field called 
Hawnes Field, having not right of 
common thereto.. Therefore he is in 
mercy of the Lord … v s. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath aforesaid present that John 
Ashbolt has kept in the Field called 
Lyme Pickle Field eighty sheep more 
than by right he ought to keep there. 
Therefore he is in mercy of the Lord 
for each of the aforesaid eighty sheep 
… iiij d. : xxvj s. viij d. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath aforesaid present that 
Thomas Layton allowed the wife of 
Richard Harvey to cohabit with him. 
Therefore he is in mercy of the Lord  
… iij s. iij d. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath aforesaid present that 
Thomas Layton allowed four of his 
pigs to roam without rings. Therefore 
he is in mercy of the Lord … xvj d. 

Item: Account was given by the 
aforesaid Homage that neither 
[..erased..] Brightman clerk nor 
[blank] Wilson clerk, once Rectors of 
the parish of Hawnes aforesaid, ever 
had or claimed to have any sort of 
fern on the warren of Hawnes, but it 
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was first given to a certain Sherley 
clerk by Oliver Luke knight, under 
this condition, however, that the 
same [blank] Sherley at his own 
expense should find and provide 
“stramen ang[li]ce Pease Straw” for 
disposal in some seat within the 
parish Church of Hawnes aforesaid 
every year in wintertime, and if 
winter be past, should give pease 
straw of this kind to the poor people 
of Hawnes aforesaid. 

Item: The Homage aforesaid lastly 
say that they have designated the 
limits of this Manor with stakes in 
the place called Blackwell Hill 
against the Grange; and that the 
places in which the stakes were 
placed belong to the said George 
Carteret and are within the Manor of 
Hawnes and the ground of the same 
George. And lastly account was 
given by the Homage aforesaid on 
oath of Francis Everett that that 
Manor extended to the Oak in the 
same Field; and that in the time of 
Oliver Luke knight (namely, about 
forty years past) a certain Reynold 
Kelyng reaped for the same Oliver 
Luke grass growing in the same 
place, where John Ashbolt has now 
ploughed the ground containing by 
estimation half of one rood of land. 

Item: At this Court came William 
Layton in his own person and 
acknowledged that he held freely of 
the Lord of that Manor to himself and 
his heirs for ever by fealty , suit of 
Court and the annual rent of 1d. a 
Messuage with appurtenances in 
Norwood end aforesaid within this 
Manor, a Close of pasture containing 

by estimation seven acre and five 
acres of land in the occupation of the 
aforesaid William. And he did fealty 
for the premises. 

Examined by Thomas Christie, 
Steward there. 

Orders and Pains imposed by the 
Homage [on dorse] 

[these are written in English on 
original document] 

Imprimis: It is ordered that noe 
person shall keepe above one Sheep 
for an acre and so proportionably for 
a greater quantity on paine to forfeit 
to the Lord of the Manor for every 
Sheepe every time taken offending 
contrary to this order … iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that noe ancient 
Cotager shall keepe above six sheepe 
on paine to forfeit to the Lord of the 
Mannor for every Sheepe every time 
… iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that noe person 
shall cut any Ferne upon the Warren 
(except the Warrener) before 
Sunneriseing on Hollowrood day and 
then not with above one Sithe for a 
house and noe house to exceed a 
Loade on paine to forfeit to the Lord 
of the Mannor for every offence 
herein … 5s. 

Item: It is ordered that noe person 
shall keepe above one Cowe for 
every seven acres of land on paine to 
forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor for 
every Cowe every time offending…
iij s. iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that noe Cotager 
shall keepe above 2 Cowes and a 
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breeder on paine to forfeit to the Lord 
of the Mannor for every offence v s. 

Item: It is ordered that noe t person 
shall suffer his Hoggs to goe 
unringed or unyoaked after the 
twentieth day of October next on 
paine to forfeit to the Lord of the 
Mannor for offence … iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that noe person 
shall suffer his Sheepe to goe into the 
Stubble Feild until it be cleared on 
paine to forfeit for every Sheepe 
every time offending … iiij d. 

Item: It is ordered that noe person 
shall suffer his Sheepe to goe into the 
Brache Feild until a Fortnight before 
Mich[ael]mas nor then unless 
Harvest be home on paine to forfeit 
to the Lord of the Mannor for every 
Sheepe every time offending therein 
… iiij d. 

Thomas Albone, cons[table] sworn 

William Layton, Daniel Newman, 
feildrivers sworn 

Examined by Thomas Christie, 
steward there. 

Ed. There follows a long list of 
people who paid the parish rates. 
Due to the length I may publish this 
at a later date. 

Manor of Hawnes: 

View of frankpledge with Court 
Baron of the Honorable George 
Carteret, Knight and Baronet, one of 
the Lord Privy Councillors of the 
most serene Lord King, Lord of the 
Manor aforesaid there held on 10 
October 23 Charles II [1671], before 

Thomas Christie, gentleman, steward 
there. 

Essoins: At this court John Tho[…
torn…], John Greene, Thomas 
Kidger, John Theobalds, William 
Stevens, Geoffrey Young, Thomas 
Abbis, Richard Whitamore, George 
Southoe, John Thompson, Jonas 
Whitamore and [blank] Fox widow, 
were essoined of the common essoin. 

Jury for the Lord King sworn: 
Thomas Albone 
Henry Warren 
Henry Fi [..torn..] 
Francis Everard 
John Warren  
Richard Wheeler 
Robert Jarvis 
Samuel Pryor 
John Jarvis 
John Huggin  
William Fann 
Thomas Pryor 
William Albone 
Peter Linford 

The same also sworn of the Homage 
for the Court Baron 

Defaulters: who being sworn and 
charged, present on their oath 
aforesaid that Thomas Coote (1s.vjd), 
Benjamin Conquest (3s 4d), William 
Maxey  

(1s 6d), Christopher [..torn..]tcher (1s 
vjd), John Ashbolt (?5s), Samuel 
Cotton (1s), and Samuel Ashbolt are 
residing within [..torn..] Manor, and 
owe suit of Court but did not appear  
here on this day next after summons 
in that part but made default.  
Therefore each one of them is in 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS  NEEDED ! 

Are you a BFHS member with a digital camera or smart-phone?  If so could 
you take some photographs of nearby villages to add to the parish CD? 

Although we have now published a CD with data for all 128 ancient parishes, 
some have no photographs, or very few. 

We need pictures of the parish church, interesting buildings and local sights. 

The following have no photographs at present.  So if you live nearby or are 
visiting, why not take your camera along? 

Battlesden, Clifton, Edworth, Flitton, Higham Gobion, Holwell, 
Husborne Crawley, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard including Eggington 

and Heath & Reach, Potsgrove, Stanbridge, Streatley, Studham, 
Sundon, Tilsworth, Upper Stondon, Whipsnade 

If you think that you can help, please contact Mark Tresidder by email at: 
parishcd@bfhs.org.uk 

mercy of the Lord as appears over 
their separate names 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath present that Thomas 
Kidger who held freely of the Lord 
of that Manor to himself and his 
heirs by fealty, suit of Court and 
annual rent one Cottage with 
Curtilage to the same adjoining with 
appurtenances in Hawnes aforesaid 
lately in the occupation of the same 
Thomas, after the last Court alienated 
the aforesaid Cottage and Curtilage 
with appurtenances to Thomas 
Bennett 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath present that [blank] who 
held freely of the Lord of that Manor 
by fealty, suit of Court and annual 
rent one Messuage with certain lands 
thereto belonging in Hawnes 
aforesaid with appurtenances [? 
Passage relating to alienation 

omitted] to John Barber. Which said 
John is not present here in Court to 
do his fealty.  Therefore it was 
ordered that the bailiff there should 
distrain on the foresaid John so that 
he might be at the next Court held for 
the aforesaid Manor to do fealty for 
the premises. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath present that Edward 
Gibson clerk gathered fern over the 
Warren contrary to the former order. 
Therefore he is in mercy… x s. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath present that Thomas Bruce 
gathered fern over the Warren with 
two men contrary to the former 
order. Therefore he is in mercy of the 
Lord … 1s. 

Item: The aforesaid Homage upon 
their oath present that John Jarvis did 
likewise. Therefore he is in mercy of 
the Lord… 1s.        � 
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BEDFORDSHIRE 

 
Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire 

 
Family and Local History Research (including Probate Transcriptions) 

undertaken by 
 

COLIN DAVISON 
66 Sudeley Walk, BEDFORD 

Bedfordshire MK41 8JH 
England 

Tel:  (01234) 364956 
Email:  colinndavison@gmail.com 

 
Member of the  

Association of Genealogists & Researchers in Archives 
 

Professional Service Offered.  All Enquiries Welcome 
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GREAT  WAR  CENTENARY  EXHIBITION 

St Edmund or St James Church, Blunham, MK44 3NQ 

Saturday 10 November 10 – 4 

Sunday 11 November 12:30 – 4 
following our Service of Remembrance 

 
 

Like many churches across the country, we are staging an exhibition to 
commemorate the end of World War 1 with a stunning installation of hundreds 
of knitted poppies, and memorabilia. We will also have a World War 1 expert 
present on the Saturday who will be happy to talk about his collection of 
fascinating artefacts. Refreshments will include ‘Trench Cake’ from an 
authentic recipe – this was made by wives and mothers and sent to the troops 
in the trenches. 

A central part of the exhibition will focus on the men listed on our Roll of 
Honour and we are trying to trace descendants of these men so that we can put 
together a tribute for each of them, with photographs if possible. 

 

First World War 
Melville Richard Howard Agnew ALLEN, Sydney Percy BATTLE, William 
BROWN, Sydney CHAMBERS, Wilfred Sydney CHRISTIE, Jack EKINS, 
Bertie GOODSHIP, Horace John GIDDINGS, Herbert (Bert) LITTLE, Percy 
MANN, Walter MANN, Ernest Alfred ODELL, Walter J STEVENS, Claud 
Christopher Selby TUPPEN, John WHEATLEY 

 

Second World War 
James Jeffery BARTON, John DALLEY, Derek Austin GAYLOR, Alan Dunn 
HOPKIN, Thomas Walter NORMAN, Joshua John SIMS 

 

If you are related to any of these men, or know anyone who is, 
please contact Shelagh Ashley on 01767 640742, email 

shelaghashley@btinternet.com. 
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MEMBERS 
DON’T  MISS  OUT! 

The Friday night meetings of the 
BFHS offer members instructive, 
interesting and often amusing talks 
on subjects that fascinate all 
interested in history and genealogy 
in general, and are usually 
particularly relevant to those with a 
Bedfordshire heritage. 
If you aren’t currently attending 
them you are missing out – not just 
on the talks and lectures, but on 
accessing a wide range of resources 
and a pool of knowledge. 

Why not come along? 

Not much news to report this quarter. 
Beds FHS Facebook page 
In June’s journal I reported that we 
had 656 ‘likes’ as at 10 April. We 
have had more interest and we have 
now reached 696 ‘likes’ as at 21 July. 

Onwards to the 700 mark.      � 
John Partridge, Librarian 

 
Ed. See chart below which illustrates the 
good progress we are making thanks to 
John’s efforts. 

LIBRARY  NEWS 

Chart showing Facebook ‘likes’ over time 
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A CD TO HELP  
YOU FIND YOUR  

ANCESTORS 
BFHS has produced a 

resource to help in finding 
your missing relations.  If they were baptised or buried before 1852 
or married before 1837 (and in some cases later) in Bedfordshire 
and appear in the Parish Registers then they will appear on our 

SURNAMES CD. 
Over one million entries showing: 

surname, forename, year, parish and event. 
Only £10 including P&P. 

available from: 
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk 

The Clay Family Society of America 
is offering free YDNA kits to male 
English people with the surname of 
Clay in order to connect their 
ancestry to our country, should there 

be any interest please contact me for 
details and a kit.        � 

David Clay 
dmclay@btinternet.com 

CLAY  FAMILY  DNA  TESTING:  FREE  KITS 

Bedfordshire Family History Society 
will be at the Suffolk Family History 
Society Fair, which will be held on 
Saturday 27 October at the 
University of Suffolk, Ipswich. It’s at 
University of Suffolk Waterfront 
Building, Neptune Quay, Ipswich, 
IP4 1QJ and there will be free 
parking available very close to the 
building (IP3 8AH). 

If you’re visiting the fair please come 
and say, “Hello”. 
As usual, we’ll have a range of 
Bedfordshire family history materials 
available and we will try to answer 
any questions about family history in 
Bedfordshire.        � 

FORTHCOMING  FAMILY  HISTORY  FAIRS 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 
(1 January - 31 December) 

Each Individual Membership receives one copy per issue of the Journal 
 Joining Fee                                                                                                                £2.00 

    Any UK/Worldwide member taking the Journal by pdf: ........................... £ 8.00  
    UK Individual Membership, with one copy per issue of the printed Journal: .. £10.00  
    Family Membership per each additional member at the same address : ……... £1.00  
    Overseas supplement worldwide printed journal – Surface mail = £6; Total: .. £14.00  
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General Data Protection Regulation :  Please note that the Society uses computer and manual systems to 
record membership information.  The information you give on your application for membership will only 
be used for conducting Society business and will not be supplied to anyone else in any form except:- 

1. Where it is needed by the independent examiner in his inspection of our financial records. 
2. Where it must be supplied to HMRC, e.g. in connection with gift aid submissions. 

WHERE TO FIND US 
Correspondence for the Executive Committee should be addressed to the  

appropriate person and sent to: 
Bedfordshire Family History Society 

PO Box 214 
BEDFORD 
MK42 9RX 

Internet: www.bfhs.org.uk 
Email:   bfhs@bfhs.org.uk 
Web Sales: www.parishchest.com 
  www.genfair.com 
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