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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Incorporating HALIFAX and DISTRICT 

 
Calderdale Family History Society was founded on the 7th March 1985. 
We aim  

• To encourage interest in,  and assist with, research relevant to the study of family 
history in Halifax and the Calder valley.  

Our area  

• Covers the modern Calderdale Council established in 1975, which broadly covers the 
same area as the Ancient Parish of Halifax, with the addition to the west of the town-
ship of Todmorden and Walsden. 

We do this by 

• Holding  meetings,  usually on the 4th Thursday of each month  (except December) in 
Halifax. 

• Publishing The Scrivener, a quarterly journal, in paper form for full members and on our 

website for internet members. Contact the Editor. 

• Publishing a monthly Newsletter for members who have an email address, and a Fa-
cebook page. Contact the Assistant Webmaster.  

• Hosting a website www.cfhsweb.com/web/, and a members’ forum. Contact the Web-
master. 

• Running a Research Room at Brighouse Library two half days a week for personal 
research. Contact the Research Room co-ordinator. 

• Running projects to transcribe records relevant to members’ research. Contact the 
Projects Co-ordinator. 

• Publishing transcribed records. Contact the Publications Officer. 

• Providing an enquiry and search service from our records in the Research Room. 
Contact the Enquiry service Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining a list of members’ interests by surname and dates of interest, which are 
available  to members on the website. Each quarter new additions are published in 

The Scrivener. Contact the Members’ Interests Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining an index of “Strays” (Calderdale people who appear in records else-
where). Contact the Strays Co-ordinator. 

Membership 

• Is open to all family historians who have an interest in the area. Contact the Member-
ship Secretary. 

• Annual subscriptions are £12.00 for UK individuals (£14.00 for family membership), 
£17/ £19 for Overseas 

• Internet membership is £6.00/ £8.00  which only provides information such as the 
journal on the Internet, but not on paper. 

• Subscriptions are due on the 1st of the month, on the anniversary of joining the Socie-
ty (cheques made payable to CFHS.) and should be sent to the Treasurer. 

• Overseas payments must be made in sterling, drawn on a bank with a branch in the 
UK, by Sterling Money Order. 

• Membership subscriptions may be paid annually by Standing Order: 
                Account Name : Calderdale FHS   Bank Sort Code : 30-93-76    Acc. No. 01670491 
                Reference to use : Memb. No. & Surname. (eg 1234Smith) 

• Credit Card payments for subscriptions and purchases of our publications may be 
made over the Internet via Genfair (www.genfair.co.uk). 

Contacting the Society 

• All correspondence requiring a reply must be accompanied by a S.A.E. Contact the 
Secretary or appropriate officer. 

• The names, addresses and email contacts of the Society’s officers and co-ordinators 

appear inside the back cover of The Scrivener and on the Society’s website. 
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THE  SCRIVENER 
 Publication Dates                                       Deadline Dates for Copy  

 
 SUMMER 2018 (June)   MAY 1st 
 AUTUMN 2018 (September)  AUGUST 20th 
 WINTER 2018 (December)   NOVEMBER 12th 
 SPRING  2019 (March)   FEBRUARY 12th 
 

Please note that, due my other commitments, the copy date for the 
Summer issue is MAY 1st. Editor. 
  
Data Protection Act 
 
Under the terms and conditions of the Data Protection Act (1998), when 
you joined Calderdale Family History Society (CFHS) as a member, you 
agreed that your personal information would be stored in a retrieval sys-
tem and saved as a hard copy.  A subset of this information is also held, 
securely, on the CFHS website for the purposes of allowing member ac-
cess to the Members Only section of the website.   Names & E-Mail ad-
dresses only may be published in the Society Quarterly magazine, The 
Scrivener, for any member participating in the Members' Interests Sys-
tem. 
 
If you decide not to renew your membership, or your membership of 
CFHS lapses, all your personal information will be deleted from all retriev-
al systems (electronic or paper hard copy) after up to 24 months of your 
membership expiring. 
 
You may, at any time, withdraw your consent by contacting CFHS Mem-
bership Secretary.   This may exclude you from the ability to use some of 
the Society's facilities. 
 
Insurance Exclusions 
The insurance which we hold for certain activities undertaken by mem-
bers is limited to cover for members under 75 years of age.  Consequent-
ly, any member over 75 who is concerned about taking part in specific 
Society activities should contact the Secretary for clarification. 

FRONT COVER 
 
My aunt, Dorothy Alice Lapraik Churchman (1903-1986), right, went to 
work as a grocer’s assistant in the Market Arcade, Halifax where her fa-
ther was manager.  The shop is now AgeUK.  
 
The name Lapraik was used here as a Christian name and came from 
the line I wrote about in a previous issue of The Scrivener. (Spring 2015) 
 
Glynn Sutcliffe 
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Project Update 
 

The current project - transcribing Calderdale School Log Books - is progressing 
well.   As you know, we have already issued the 1st of 3 CDs, which covers 
East & South Calderdale, and we are currently about half-way through the tran-
scription of the schools in Central & North Calderdale - the largest of the 3 are-
as. 
 
Due to the continued closure of the Halifax branch of the West Yorkshire Ar-
chives, who are waiting to move into their premises in the new Calderdale Cen-
tral Library, we are hampered in our photographic operation, getting the log 
books available for our transcribers. 
 
At the time of writing, we have completed all the work on hand, but have just 
been able to photograph another 8 schools' books to allow work to re-
commence.    We hope to have the 2nd CD out mid-year. 
 
However, as Society members, you can take advantage of the work already 
done, because every person mentioned in the 29 Log Books already tran-
scribed for this stage is shown on the Transcription Index on the Members' Area 
of our website www.cfhsweb.com   So, if you find a name that is of interest to 
you, use that system to request the detail, free of charge, from our Search Co-
ordinator. 
 
As always, thanks go to the members of the transcription team who work so 
hard on your behalf. 
 

Peter Lord - Projects Coordinator. 
 

Appeal for more Transcribers 
 

Our team of transcribers, currently working on School Log Books, continue to 
do a great job.   However, with one or two dropping out for a variety of reasons, 
we are getting a bit "thin on the ground". 
 
Every member can benefit from the work that the transcription team do, be-
cause their results are posted on to our website Transcription Index long before 
they become publicly available on CD.   And so the more we have on the team, 
the quicker new information becomes available. 
 

Editorial 
 
Aaarrrggghhh! I’m being squeezed out! 
 
Please do read all the “official stuff” (marked with an * in the CONTENTS) :- 
 
AGM papers, Subscription increase, Changes to the Constitution and   
Appeals for Transcribers, Auditors, email addresses. 
 
editor@cfhsweb.com 
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CFHS Talk ~ June 2017 
THE NAVY IN WORLD WAR ONE – A NEW LOOK 

by PHIL JUDKINS 
 

German attacks by zeppelins and bombers caused the equivalent today 
of £500 million worth of damage. But surpassing everything by a huge 
margin is the submarine and mine war, which sank almost 6000  British 
ships.  We lost one of our newest battle ships just days after the First 
World War started.  It's not surprising the news was suppressed for 4 
years.  
 
The first aggressive British naval action was taken not by the Royal 
Navy but by the General Post Office using their cable ship 'Alert'. The 
British plan was to cut Germany's undersea cables. Alert did exactly 
that. In fact she cut them before war was officially declared, re-joined 
them quickly,  then broke them again when war was actually declared. 
Cutting the cables forced Germany to rely on wireless transmitters. Any-

Please consider whether or not you can spare an hour or two per week 
to work on one of our projects.   All you need on your computer or I-
Pad is :- 
 - Spreadsheet software - typically MSExcel 
 - The ability to read .pdf files - typically Adobe Reader 
 - The ability to receive & send E-Mails 
 
Full instructions are always sent to every new transcriber & it's amazing 
how fascinating some of the stuff is that you read whilst doing the tran-
scribing. 
 
All you have to do is to read through a set of 20 pages of a school Log 
Book that we send you & key brief details of any named person that 
you encounter into the spreadsheet.   For 20 pages, that can generally 
amount to between 40 to 80 entries.   Depending how many names 
you come across, you can usually do 20 pages in 2-3 hours. 
 
We really need to expand our team, so, if you would like to volunteer, 
please contact me, Peter Lord, on projects@cfhsweb.com   I am at 
the end of a 'phone if you want to discuss it, or, once started, if you 
need any help.   My 'phone number is 01484-718576 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Peter Lord - Project Coordinator 
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body can overhear wireless communication and Britain certainly intend-
ed to listen. 
 
Tapping into telegraph cables, intercepting wireless messages, reading 
enemy battle orders, these were vital activities. But the Admiralty's 
greatest secret weapon was 'Room 40' where enemy messages were 
decoded.   
 
Britain's second action was to seize Germany's overseas colonies. 
Each colony had wireless stations that could track  British naval and 
merchant ships and report positions back to the German navy enabling 
them to attack our vessels. 
 
The third action: Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty, ordered 
the seizure of two war ships,  being built in Newcastle for Turkey.  The 
Turks who had paid for the battleships by public subscription were livid. 
Germany had two ships in the Mediterranean, The Goeben and The 
Breslau,   Both ships were ordered to proceed immediately to Constan-
tinople. They dodged the Royal Navy and got to Constantinople 
(Istanbul) amid great rejoicing by the Turks. The ships were then gifted 
to Turkey and played a part in Turkey entering the war on the German 
side. 
 
A week after war broke out the German steamer 'Hobart' was nearing 
Melbourne. She didn’t carry a wireless and was completely unaware 
that war had broken out. Captain Richardson of the Royal Australian 
Navy disguised himself as a harbour pilot. He boarded the Hobart and 
once on the bridge he took off his bowler hat, donned his Naval cap 
and produced a pistol - thus capturing the ship. Later Richardson  sur-
prised the captain trying to retrieve a hidden code book. This was the 
entire code book for the whole of the German merchant navy; the first 
of three German code books to fall into our hands.  
 
On August 26th.  the German cruiser 'Magdeburg' ran aground off 
Odensholm and was attacked by Russian cruisers.  They retrieved 
three copies of the code book of the most secret German naval code. 
Russia being an ally, one of the code books was sent to Britain.   
 
On the 22nd of September the German submarine U9 torpedoed three 
British cruisers - HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS Crecy.  830 men 
were rescued but 1450 perished. The disaster shook Britain and cruis-
ers were withdrawn from patrol duties. Orders went out in future that no 
war ship was to stop and help any other ship that had been torpedoed. 
By contrast U9 returned home  to a hero’s welcome. The reputation of 
the U boat as a weapon of war was established.  
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On 27th October  the new battleship HMS Audacious was mined off Liver-
pool and took some time to sink. Winston Churchill decided “It was inad-
visable to make any announcement in the press.” Unfortunately the liner 
Olympic passed the Audacious as she was sinking. Many passengers 
had cameras and within weeks photos appeared in the American news-
papers.  
 
During November 1914 several German destroyers were sunk in the 
North Sea  off Belgium. The crew of one - the Destroyer 119 - followed 
orders and threw their code books overboard in a lead lined box. Weeks 
later a British trawler pulled up a lead lined box in its fishing nets. Aston-
ishingly it had trawled up 119’s complete secret papers including more 
German Navy code books. The Admiralty now had all three main Ger-
man code books. 
 
The German Far East Cruiser Squadron under Vice Admiral Von Spee 
was based in China. He kept wireless silence and with five cruisers made 
for Chile aiming to reach home via Cape Horn. British Admiral Cradock 
split his fleet  to search for them. The half that met with the Germans at 
the Coronel Islands were out gunned. Cradock lost his life and two cruis-
ers were sunk.  But Cradock's surviving ships had wireless and the game 
was up for the Germans. Von Spee rounded the Horn and made for the 
Falklands but so did  seven battle cruisers sent by the British. Spee per-
ished with all his squadron in the Battle of the Falkland’s on the 8th of 
December.   
 
One cruiser, the 'Emden' went raiding around Australia and the Indian 
Ocean. Although it was only a light cruiser, the Emden  tied down over 
100 allied warships. Emden captured and destroyed 23 allied ships, sank 
the Russian cruiser Zhemchug, destroyed the storage tanks of Madras 
and wrecked the Cocos Island's wireless station. Even after Emden was 
sunk the crew escaped in one of their captured merchant ships reaching 
Germany early in 1915. In England the operations of the Emden trig-
gered great interest because of the very gallant way the captain handled 
captured ships.   
 
By the turn of the year 1914/15 Germany had begun a series of tip and 
run bombardments on the East Coast to lure British battle cruisers into 
the North Sea where they could be ambushed. However, the British inter-
cepted  German orders and they intended to attack the German ships 
before the ambush took place.  Room 40 decoded orders for Admiral 
Von Hipper to clear the Dogger Bank fishing ground of British trawlers 
which were suspected of spying. On the 24th January Admiral Beatty set 
a trap with five battle cruisers to take on Hipper's four.  Beatty’s wireless 
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was wrecked and an error was made by his signals officer Seymour. 
Beatty had ordered 'course north east'  then  changed this to 'attack the 
rear of the enemy', but Seymour had not hauled down the previous 
signal flags and simply added new ones. So the signal read “Attack the 
rear of the enemy north east”. Beatty's whole fleet turned the wrong 
way to focus solely on the 'Blooper', which capsized and almost 800 
German sailors were drowned.  Beatty himself had been massively 
fortunate as the whole German fleet had sailed under radio silence and  
Beatty had almost run into them. 
 
The British regarded the Dogger Bank battle as being won by their su-
perior navy. No British ships were lost so there was little examination of 
their own short comings. Nobody seemed bothered that flag signals are 
almost invisible in the smoke of a modern battle. The astonishingly high 
rate of  German firing seemed to support the British practice of storing  
ammunition in the turrets so that they could also achieve a higher rate 
of fire. But the Germans learnt lessons. Up to that time both sides had 
stored ammunition next to the guns, with  the danger of the turrets ex-
ploding if hit.  The Germans incorporated automatic doors to prevent 
backward flashes into the magazines. The British made no such 
changes. 
 
Starting from 31st May 2015 the use of zeppelins as a weapon of war 
was initially a cause of terror. Greater familiarity established that zep-
pelins had many deficiencies. They were very large, very slow, me-
chanically unreliable and highly flammable.  However, a zeppelin is an 
excellent platform for a wireless transmitter. It has plenty of room, a 
powerful engine and weight lifting capacity for  power supplies.  It was 
very easy for a zeppelin to contact its home wireless station and ask for 
a bearing on its signals. But remember the British wireless stations are 
listening to the same transmissions. So not only is it easy for the British 
to take bearings on the German signals but the British are reading eve-
rything the Germans are saying.        
 
When the Germans  raided British ports and towns they sent out extra 
zeppelins as decoys. The real raider zeppelins were ordered not to 
take their code books over British territory. The Germans, who are very 
efficient people, ordered the real raiders to radio back to base and con-
firm that they had left their code books behind. So the British who are 
listening knew exactly which zeppelins were decoys, which were real 
raiders  and where they were going. 
 
But who was listening? Intelligence HQ for the Royal Navy  was at  
Marley Close, Stockton on Tees. It became part of a network of sites 
that were gathering information and passing it on to the military. Who 
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was actually doing the decoding? Remember the British had a copy of 
the German naval code and because the German navy operated many 
of the zeppelins we could intercept and read their wireless signals.  So 
we were recruiting people that spoke good German, including some 
women. 
 
Turkey had entered the war and Britain needed to knock Turkey out 
swiftly to create a supply line to Russia. The plan of action - sea plane 
reconnaissance, Anglo French fleet bombardment, clear the mine fields, 
land troops.  The French battleship 'Beauvais' is sunk by mines. The 
mine sweepers were manned by civilian trawler men under contract who 
did not sign up to be shot at, so they retreat. The result two battleships 
HMS Inflexible and HMS Ocean are sunk. The Turkish defences will 
have to be taken by land. Churchill planned to invade Gallipoli. 
 
On May 13th  a Turkish destroyer torpedoed battleship HMS Goliath. 
German submarines sank two other British battleships, HMS Triumph  
and HMS Majestic. The Allies withdraw most of their warships to the 
Greek island of Imros and eventually withdrew completely from Gallipoli 
in January 1916.  
 
The Germans had declared a blockade around the British Isles and 
ships were likely to be torpedoed. The Lusitania was engaged in Atlantic 
crossings and her advertising in New York newspapers was accompa-
nied by German Embassy warnings that she was considered a British 
ship and at risk of being attacked. May 7th , she was torpedoed off 
Kinsale in Ireland and sank with major loss of life. Controversy sur-
rounded her ever since, starting with the fact that there were two explo-
sions although U20 only fired one torpedo. 
 
It has been argued that Lusitania was deliberately put in danger by the 
British authorities to entice U boat attack and bring the USA into war. At 
the enquiry the Lusitania captain refused to answer certain question and 
some wireless signals between the Admiralty and the Lusitania have not 
been released to this day or are missing critical pages. It is known that 
the British authorities were aware that a German submarine was in the 
path of the Lusitania but did not divert her. Neither did they provide a 
destroyer escort.  Lusitania was ordered to reduce speed and she was 
torpedoed inside the war zone. Still afloat a second internal explosion 
sent her to the bottom in 18 minutes. 
 
Following the failures at Gallipoli the Mesopotamia campaign was rele-
vant for two reasons. Firstly as a campaign that was supplied by sea 
and river. The Mediterranean was becoming increasingly closed to Al-
lied ships due to the presence of enemy submarines and mines, which 
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meant longer journeys round the Cape of Good Hope and more pres-
sure on British merchant ships. Secondly, a diplomatic code book was 
captured - Code 13040 - which became very important to the Admiral-
ty's decoding operations.  
 
In 1916 the newly promoted German Admiral Von Scheer planned an 
assault with his high seas fleet. Room 40 had Scheer's instructions into 
the hands of British Admiral Jellicoe before Scheer left harbour. Jellicoe 
leads out 37 battle ships and battle cruisers to meet just 21 German 
ships.  Admiral Jellicoe’s London liaison Captain Jackson  asked the 
intercept operators where the call sign DK was (Admiral Scheer's call 
sign). They answered 'still in the Jade River'. Jackson put to sea think-
ing that Scheer was still in port, but he was not. The German practice 
was that the Commander's  call sign transferred to his own port after 
they sailed, and for the Commander at sea to adopt a new call sign.  
The wrong information was signalled to Jellicoe and the German fleet  
arrived unexpectedly early.   
 
At sea the mistakes of Dogger Bank were repeated. Once again Admi-
ral Peter's wireless was wrecked, once again his flag signals were mis-
interpreted or not seen. The British practice of keeping cordite ammuni-
tion in turrets led to the explosive end of the Queen Mary and then of 
the Indefatigable. Communications between ships wireless worked but 
it was simply not used. Only one of Jellicoe's scouting cruisers, Captain 
Goodenough of HMS Southampton, kept him informed by wireless of 
the German fleet's whereabouts. All the other ships acted like wireless 
had never been invented leaving Jellocoe blind, he only heard about 
HMS Queen Mary and Indefatigable a day later.  
 
The British battleship Princess Royal lost its identification signals and 
used a signal lamp  to ask the next ship what they were. The Germans 
read the message too. The Germans happily passed the identification 
signal on to their entire fleet and used it all night. When day dawned 
Jellicoe, who had ignored wireless intercepts giving German positions 
(considering them unreliable), realised the Germans had escaped.  
 
The Germans claimed the Battle of Jutland as a victory on the basis 
they had lost far fewer ships and men than the British. The importance 
for us however is that after this battle the German fleet never went to 
sea again until its surrender and the submarine became the German 
naval weapon of choice.  
 
1916 and the shipping war was looking bad. New small U boats includ-
ing submarine mine layers were being built, prefabricated in just 3 
months each. 34 came into use this year aided by surface raiders. 
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Commander in Chief Von Scheer authorised torpedoing of armed mer-
chant ships and British losses rose sharply;  117,000 tonnes lost in Feb-
ruary;  167,000 in March; 191,000 in April. Britain was building 50,000 
tonnes a month but losing 150,000 on average. The Germans aim was 
to sink 600,000 tonnes a month. The blockade was not all one way.  In 
Germany the cereal harvest was down a quarter and the potato down a 
half. Meat and milk began to become scarce.  
 
The war now enters its grimmest phase.  The German fleet won’t ven-
ture out without submarine cover. The British fleet won’t venture out for 
fear of submarines. The war is now a fight to the death. The Germans 
declared unrestricted submarine war and sinkings rise to a rate which 
could starve Britain. The British see their opportunity  to bring in Ameri-
ca. Germany concentrates on an enemy she can defeat, Russia. 
 
Meanwhile, in the air over Britain zeppelin air ship attacks had faded out 
but the defences now had to face the aeroplane bomber, faster and 
smaller than the zeppelin. 
 
Germany had formed the third bombing squadron around Ghent and on 
the 25th May 1917 sixteen bombers raided Folkstone causing 286 casu-
alties. A 14 plane daylight raid on Liverpool Street station caused nearly 
600 casualties. Of 54 defending aircraft only 5 ever saw the invaders in 
daylight. None were shot down. The answer was to place observers on 
light ships along the coast linked by telephone and radio back to a cen-
tral control. Very soon we began to get the measure of the threat.  
 
On the Western Front the French, weakened by huge losses at Verdun, 
begin to crack. The British attack  to relieve the pressure on the French. 
Once  Russia is out of the war can German U boats defeat Britain be-
fore  help from the United States arrives? That help can only come on 
ships.  And so came about the curious case of the Zimmerman tele-
graph. The telegram promised German aid to Mexico for them to make 
war on the United States.  Mexico was promised the territories of Arizo-
na, New Mexico and Texas in the event that they succeed. Zimmerman, 
German Foreign Secretary, sent it to the German Ambassador in Mexi-
co. He anticipated Germany's unrestricted submarine warfare would 
draw the US into war. And here is where that code book from Mesopo-
tamia comes in.  
 
The Germans cannot communicate with Mexico using their own cables. 
The United States of America is neutral  and the United States Embassy 
in Berlin handles German diplomatic cables to the Americas. They go 
first from Berlin to Copenhagen and then by sea cable to England, over 
land across England to Porthcurno in Cornwall then under sea telegraph 
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cable between England and the United States. All the telegraph traffic 
through Porthcurno is copied to the Admiralty's Room 40 decryption 
room to be deciphered. 
 
It might have been quite delicate to confess to the Americans that Britain 
was intercepting US diplomatic communications, so a cover story was 
devised that we had acquired the cable by bribing people in Mexico. That 
was alright because everybody was doing it. There was  doubt in Ameri-
ca about the genuineness of the cable and the decode. Was it in fact a 
British scam? Was it a confidence trick? However, Foreign Secretary 
Zimmerman confessed that the cable was true two weeks after the con-
tents were made public. Even then the United States government was 
not unanimous in declaring war but a majority of congress voted in fa-
vour and on 6th April President Wilson signed the US declaration of war 
against Germany.   
 
The situation was dire with 6.3 million tonnes of shipping lost during 
1917. The big question now is when can the Americans get here? Ger-
many knows it is a race against time. In Spring 1918, Germany musters 
forces for one last throw of the dice - the  battle of Kaiserschlacht - with 
everything staked on it. Their thrust was initially successful, British and 
French were driven back losing everything they had gained in the previ-
ous four years. The Germans advanced 40 miles, 75,000 British soldiers 
taken prisoner, 200 British tanks were lost.  
 
On April 11th 1918 Haig issued the special  order of the day in which he 
declared “There is no other course open to us but to fight it out. Every 
position must be held to the last man, there must be no retirement. With 
our backs to the wall, believing in the justice of our cause each one of us 
must fight to the end for the safety of our homes and the freedom of 
mankind depend on the conduct of each one of us at this critical mo-
ment”. 
 
Bitter resistance by British and French units held the line at the cost of 
250,000  casualties, with German losses about the same. The Royal 
Naval division formed part of that heroic resistance and it includes these 
battles in its battle honours. America remobilised quickly and by early 
1918 was pouring 250,000 men into France.  Bolstered by the 
knowledge that there were more troops to come the Allies began to push 
forward with strength. 
 
German morale fell, mass surrenders took place with 400,000 prisoners 
being taken. It was in the German navy and high seas fleet that the 
cracks first showed. Many officers and crew had volunteered for subma-
rines, the discipline of those who remained in the surface fleet inevitably 
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suffered. Increasingly on board the capital ships the crews revolted and 
this played a key role in bringing down the Kaiser and bringing about the 
Armistice.  
 
With the signing of the Armistice the British and French and German 
fleets met again. British sailors remarked on the dirty conditions of the 
German fleet whose ships were now run by Sailors' Councils. The ships 
were interned while negotiations took place but fearing the ships would 
be seized and divided amongst the Allies,  German commander Admiral 
Von Reuter sent a flag signal and the scuttling of the German fleet began 
on June 21

st
 1919.  Later they would be raised from Scapa Flow by an 

entrepreneur called Ernest Cox who bought the wrecks from the Admiral-
ty, raised them and sold them for scrap.  
Are there any British ships left from World War One?  Yes there are cruis-
ers HMS Caroline, HMS Belfast, HMS Monitor, HMS N33 and HMS 
Portsmouth and the Q ship HMS President. And what about that Royal 
Navy Intelligence HQ at Stockton on Tees? It is nowadays a private bun-
galow. 

HAIGH FAMILY OF SOWERBY BRIDGE. 
 

The Society has received a small archive  relating to the late Donald 
Haigh whose family were from Sowerby Bridge. Included  in the archive 
are the following :- 
 
Birth Certificates of  Wilfred Haigh in 1879, Annie Haigh in 1893, Fred 
Horsfall in 1882, Ewart Haigh in 1889, Edith Lumb in 1884, Mary Eliza-
beth Lumb in 1889, Joseph Haigh in 1881 & Winifred Haigh in 1881. 
 
Marriage Certificates of John Greaves & Elizabeth Rawsthorne in 1924, 
Joseph Haigh & Hannah Kitchen in 1879, Ewart Haigh & Mary Elizabeth 
Lumb in 1917 & Fred Horsfall & Edith Lumb in 1908. 
 
Death Certificates of  Winifred Haigh in 1970 aged 89, Wilfred Haigh in 
1919 aged 39, Joseph Haigh in 1932 aged 76, Edith Horsfall in 1970 
aged 86, Ewart Haigh in 1961 aged 72 & John Greaves in 1960 aged 65. 
 
Also included are many legal papers and wills plus the Funeral Sermon 
for Fred Hoyle & Emily Lumb who drowned in the River Calder in 1903, 
apparently after falling in on a very foggy night. 
 
Anyone researching this family who wish to have these items please 
contact :- 
 
Joan Drake, Publications Officer.   
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THE EFFECT OF 2 WORLD WARS  
by Catherine Lee 

 
(Catherine Lee also wrote about Leslie William Tyrrell “Granddad a 
war hero” in the December 2014 Scrivener) 
 
Violet Louise Ellis was known as Barbara and was the second 
daughter of Sidney Thorowgood Ellis a Sargent in the Royal Navy 
and Louisa Birchon my husband’s grandma. 
 
Her parents married in Portsea Island on the 25th March 1893.  
Looking at today’s maps Portsea Island is very close to the Ports-
mouth docks which has some significance to this story. 
 
Their children: - Sidney Ellis born 1894 
  Arthur Harry Ellis born 1896 
  Winifred May Ellis born 1896 
  Violet Louise Ellis born 1899 
  Victor Harold Ellis born 1901 
  Albert Edward Ellis born 1902 
  Julia Ellis born 1907 
  Edith Doris Ellis born 1908 
 
When their father was home on leave in 1910 he died of diphtheria 
in the February. 
 
A few months later her mum married the lodger Joshua Cooper on 
the 3rd May 1910 and in the September a son William James 
Cooper was born, followed by a half-sister Marjorie May Cooper in 
1911 and a half-brother Cyril Joshua Cooper in 1916. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julia, Louisa centre, 
Edith and Cyril, front. 
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WORLD WAR 1  
Eldest brother Sidney had joined the 2nd Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers 
and was killed on the 16th May 1915, Flanders, France aged 21 his 
memorial is at Le Touret. 
 
Step Father Joshua died in 1917. 
 
Violet married Leslie William Tyrrell in 1925 and had 2 daughters 
Betty Violet born 8th January 1926 and Patricia on the 24th Novem-
ber 1931.  Leslie William had joined the Navy in 1918 and there are 
some records that he served in India and subsequently the Mer-
chant Navy in the 2nd World War.  There is a record of Violet and 
Betty as a baby travelling to India where Leslie was stationed. 
 
WORLD WAR II  
Half-brother Cyril Joshua Cooper died 20th May 1941, aged 25, in 
Crete 234 Bty H an A regiment Royal Artillery and his memorial is in 
Athens. 
 
8 days later 28th May 1941 half-brother William James Cooper died 
HMS Barham 1st RMNBDO, his memorial is in Chatham Naval 
Cemetery, Age 29. 
 
Brother Marine Victor Harold Ellis was serving on the HMS Curacoa 
which had a collision with the RMS Queen Mary on the 2nd October 
1942.  When the cruiser HMS Curacoa was steaming into the West-
ern approaches at 25 knots to rendezvous with the majestic Cu-
narder, the Queen Mary heading for the UK with more than 10,000 
American troops aboard. Subsequently 338 men from HMS Cura-
coa perished. 
 
There is a book written by David A Thomas & Patrick Holmes – The 
Curacoa Disaster Queen Mary and the Cruiser.  Victor did not sur-
vive this and his memorial is at Chatham Navel Cemetery. 
 
On the 8th January 1942 (this was the birthday of daughter Betty),  
her husband Leslie William Tyrrell , 2nd Engineer Officer in the Mer-
chant Navy died on the lifeboat after 2 months at Sea.   
 
On 10 Nov, 1942, the Cerinthus dispersed from convoy ON-141, 
was hit by one of three torpedoes from U-128, which had spotted 
and shadowed the ship since 16.45 hours on 9 November, about 
180 miles southwest from the Cape Verde Islands.  The tanker 
stopped after the hit, but at 01.08 hours a first coup de grâce 
missed because the ship still turned. At 01.26 hours another coup 

http://www.uboat.net/ops/convoys/convoys.php?convoy=ON-141
http://www.uboat.net/boats/u128.htm
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de grâce was fired which hit in the engine room but had not much 
effect. At 01.45 hours the U-boat opened fire from all guns until the 
tanker capsized to starboard and sank at 02.25 hours, firing 77 
rounds from the deck gun, 75 from the 37mm AA gun and 35 from 
the 20mm AA gun. The sinking position was shortly thereafter ex-
amined by U-boats but only empty rafts and lifeboats were sighted. 
 
The boat of the master was found by the American steam merchant 
Kentuckian in 11°22N/38°56W at 14.30 hours on 24 Jan. 1943. The 
boat originally contained 20 survivors, but when located only the 
last survivor and six bodies were found in it. The survivor, donkey 
man William Colbon was picked up and landed at Port of Spain, 
Trinidad on 31 January. The other lifeboat containing chief officer 
Hawkins, 15 crew members and three gunners were picked up by 
HMS Bridgewater on 1 December and landed at Freetown five days 
later. The master, 16 crew members and three gunners were lost. 
 
Leslie William Tyrrell had been in the lifeboat which was located on 
the 24th January 1943 and has his memorial at the Tower Hill me-
morial London. 
 
Before the war was over another brother Arthur Harry Ellis died in 
1944. At the moment I have not military records for Arthur. 
 
On the 23rd July 1947 her mum, Louisa died age 75. 
 
Brother Albert Edward died March 1963 in Bromley, Kent. 
 
Half-sister Marjorie May died in Andersons town near Belfast on the 
20th April 1965. 
 
Sister Edith Doris apparently committed suicide shortly after she 
married which has yet to be proven. 
 
Julia died in Deal, Kent in October 1989, aged 82.  
 
Violet Louise (Barbara) survived all her siblings, except for Julia, 
she died in Worthing Hospital in 1981 aged 81, one of her vices was 
unfortunately drinking, we are assuming this was due to her life and 
circumstances during the 2 World Wars. 
 

http://www.uboat.net/allies/warships/ship/3878.html
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PUPIL TEACHERS and the  
HALIFAX PUPIL TEACHER CENTRE 

by Mark Harrey 
 

The team of transcribers working on the School Logs project contin-
ually come across Pupil Teachers, Certificated and Uncertificated 
Teachers, and Assistant Teachers. Readers may be interested in 
learning more about the “Pupil Teacher” system and the Halifax 
Pupil Teacher Centre.  
 
As far back as 1846 a national pupil-teacher scheme was launched 
for carefully selected Elementary school pupils, aged 13 or more, 
who fulfilled certain scholastic, moral and physical conditions. They 
would be apprenticed to selected head teachers for 5 years. They 
would teach throughout the school day and be taught by the head 
teacher before or after school hours for at least one and a half 
hours per day 5 days a week. They would be examined annually by 
HMI. They would be paid (£10 pa for boys during the first year, with 
girls receiving about two thirds of this), and head teachers would be 
paid for supervising and teaching them (£5 for one pupil-teacher, £9 
for 2 etc.), dependent on the HMI examination being satisfactory. A 
head teacher could have one pupil teacher for every 25 pupils on 
the school roll. 
 
On completion of their apprenticeship the pupil-teacher would re-
ceive a certificate which would enable him or her to sit the examina-
tion for the ‘Queens’s Scholarship’ which would qualify the holder 
for a place in a training college with a maintenance grant of £25 for 
men, £20 for women. If they could not afford to delay working, or did 
not wish to, they could take up a position in a grant-aided elemen-
tary school as an ‘Uncertificated Teacher’. Training college students 
who successfully completed 1,2, or 3 years of training would be 
awarded 1st class, 2nd class or 3rd class [NB latter the highest] 
Teacher’s Certificate which would entitle them to annual supple-
ments to their  salary. 
 
During the 1870s and 1880s the number of ‘Assistant’ or Uncertifi-
cated  teachers (former pupil-teachers who did not have a Certifi-
cate) was beginning to exceed the number of Certificated ones in 
many areas, partly because of the demand for teachers, but mainly 
because many small School Boards and Voluntary School manag-
ers wanted the cheapest teachers they could get. Concern grew 
about the standard  of pupil-teachers and former pupil-teachers, 
and two of the larger School Boards, London and Liverpool, began 
to gather them into external classes for their education. This prac-
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tice spread rapidly and by the 1890s most pupil-teachers were be-
ing educated in Pupil-Teacher  Centres.  
 
The experience from the nineteenth century was that to get better 
teachers the first necessity was to improve their general education. 
In 1900 nearly a quarter of the teaching force were pupil-teachers 
and they were by far the largest source of recruitment to elementary 
schools. If teaching standards were to improve, the training and 
education of pupil-teachers must improve first.  
 
Starting in 1900, regulations for pupil-teachers were tightened; the 
first change upped the minimum age to 15 except where HMI au-
thorised an earlier age (usually in rural areas). To be accepted, they 
must be approved by an HMI, pass a medical exam and pass an 
examination set by the Board of Education in Reading and Recita-
tion, English, History, Geography, Arithmetic, Algebra, Euclid (boys) 
or Needlework (girls), and Teaching. Pupil-teachers were not al-
lowed to teach more than five hrs a day or 20 per week. They were 
examined annually by HMI. When their term of service was com-
pleted they could sit the Queen’s (King’s from 1901) Scholarship 
exam. A 1st or 2nd class pass in this qualified the holder to enter 
training college although it didn’t guarantee it as applicants were far 
more numerous than places – in 1900 barely 44.5% of eligible pupil-
teachers were accepted. 
 
From 1904 new pupil-teachers had to be at least 16. From 1905 
their hours of teaching were cut again and all had to receive 
‘approved courses of instruction’, given where possible in a fully-
equipped and staffed Pupil-Teacher Centre approved by the Board 
of Education.  
 
In 1906 King's Scholarships were abolished. From 1907 there was 
a ‘Preliminary Examination for the Elementary  School Teachers’ 
Certificate’ which was in two parts – Part I had to be passed, and 
only those who passed it could take Part II. All of Part I was compul-
sory, in Part II, English, History and Geography were compulsory 
and then candidates would sit 3 or more options from 3 groups – 
Elementary Maths, Elementary Science and Foreign Languages. 
 
In 1907 a major change to the traditional method of Pupil-Teacher 
training was introduced: from Aug 1907 selected pupils at Second-
ary Schools could be awarded ‘Bursaries’ – grants to enable them 
to stay an additional year at school between 16 and 18. On com-
pleting this year they could either enter training college straight 
away, or could serve in schools as ‘Student Teachers’ for up to one 
year and then enter college.  
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The Halifax Pupil Teacher Centre 
May 16 1896 

Time Table 

Saturday 
08:30 – 09:30 Algebra For all boys and fourth year girls 
09:30 – 10:30 Euclid  For all the boys 
 
Report dated May 7 1896 – the Central Class of Pupil Teachers 
was transferred to new premises a fortnight ago.  
 
Aug 29 1896 Science and Art Classes commenced. 
 
Jan 7 1901 Work is now carried on under a new Scheme: the 
candidates, 1st and 2nd years come every morning and afternoon 
except Monday morning while the third year of those who have tak-
en scholarship attend the classes on Monday morning and two eve-
nings per week.  
 
Aug 22 1904 classes transferred from the Secondary School to the 
Technical School 
 
Nov 29 1904 HMI reports that “these classes which have now been 
removed to more commodious and quieter premises continue to be 
successfully conducted.”  

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Time Second Yr Third Fourth Second Third 

08:30 – 09:15 Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Math or Eng 

09:15 – 10:10 English History French Geography Geography 

10:10 – 10:45 French English English English French 

10:45 – 11:30 Recitation Music History French History 

13:40 – 14:20 Mathematics History 

No Class 
  
  

History Mathematics 

14:20 – 15:00 Geography Geography Geography English 

15:00 – 15:40 English Writing Mathematics French 

15:40 – 16:10 Music Music Music Composition 

  Fourth Yr 1st & 2nd Yr   1st & 2nd Yr First Yr 
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Feb 22 1908 
Report of the Inspection of the Pupil Teacher Centre, Halifax, held 
on 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th January 1908. 
 
1    Head Master Mr J W Eden 
2    Number of Assistant Teachers – 4, including 3 permanent  
               and 1 visiting 
3 Local Education Authority or other Body providing the Cen-

tre and receiving grants: Halifax County Borough Council 
4 In receipt of Grants under the Board’s Regulations for the 

Preliminary Education of Elementary School Teachers 
5   

 
 
6      Area from which the Pupils attending the Centre are drawn:- 

 
 
7 Ages of 

 
 
8 Fees:- Nil 
9 Governing Body:- a subcommittee of the Local Education 

Authority appointed from among it’s own members by the 
Education Committee 

 
Nature and Scope of School 
The Halifax Pupil Teachers’ Centre has for some years been carried 
on in rooms set apart for that purpose at the Municipal Technical 
School. Instruction has been provided for the Pupil Teachers in the 
second, third and fourth years of a four years engagement, of which 

Number of Boys Girls Total 

Pupil Teachers 17 47 64 

Pupils not recognised under the Regulations for 
the PSSET 

11 30 41 

Locality No. of Pupils 

Halifax 89 

Elsewhere in W R of Yorks 16 

  16 17 18 19 
Years 

Total 

Pupil Teachers 23 27 14   64 

Unrecognised Pupils   8 23 10 41 
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the first year was spent in the Secondary Schools of the Borough. 
Up to the beginning of the present school year the Centre was car-
ried on entirely at the expense of the Local Education Authority, 
without receiving grants from the Board of Education. In August 
1907, the arrangements for attendance during the Second and 
Third year of engagement were so modified as to conform with the 
regulations for the Preliminary Education of Elementary School 
Teachers, and the County was accorded temporary recognition by 
the Board for two years upon the understanding that the Bursary 
System was adopted by the Local Education Authority in Sept. 
1908, in lieu of the present Pupil Teacher System. 
 
The Centre is at present attended by 64 pupils recognised under 
the Board’s Regulations as Pupil Teachers and divided into a first 
and second year, and by 41 pupils who are in the final year of a four 
years’ engagement but are not recognised as Pupil Teachers under 
the Board’s Regulations. 
 
Since the Local Education Authority has decided not to allow 
any more pupils to enter, the Centre will cease to exist in July 
1909. 
 
Governing Body 
The Governing Body is a Sub-Committee of the Education Commit-
tee consisting of nine members, two of whom are women. The ar-
rangements for the discharge of business are satisfactory. 
 
Although the Head Master appears to be informally consulted by the 
Clerk to the Governors on matters concerning the welfare of the 
Centre, he has not in the past been summoned to attend the meet-
ings of the Governing Body. 
 
Finance 
No accounts are as yet available from which to estimate the cost of 
maintaining the Centre. The Governors should see that a separate 
balance sheet of the income and expenditure of the Centre is pro-
vided for the current year. 
 
Scholarships & Exhibitions 
Besides making the usual payments of Salary to Pupil Teachers 
during their apprenticeship, the Local Education Authority offers at 
the close of it a bonus of £26 to each Pupil Teacher who enters a 
Training College for a two years’ course of training. It is no doubt in 
no small degree due to this generous inducement that almost all 
Halifax Pupil Teachers become Trained Teachers. 
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Premises & Equipment 
The rooms set apart for the Pupil Teachers at the Technical School 
consist of a large hall divided into three classrooms, and a small 
office that is used as a Head Masters’ Room. For Science and Art 
the accommodation provided by the Technical School is used, and 
for the physical exercises of the girls a hall has been secured else-
where in the town. Although only moderate in quality, the accommo-
dation could not be improved without an expenditure which under 
the circumstances cannot be recommended. 
 
The furniture provided will serve for the present, but an increased 
supply of simple apparatus is urgently needed for the Science 
teaching. 
 
Staff 
The Head Master is a well qualified and efficient teacher and a good 
organiser and is on the best of terms with his small staff. 
 
The assistant staff consists of three teachers, two of whom are 
women. The number is adequate for the present needs. All of them 
are capable teachers.  
 
Curriculum 
The curriculum is as a whole suitably arranged. It would however be 
an improvement to increase the time given to Music and if possible 
that given to Elementary Science. 
 
Subjects of Teaching 
English 
The teaching of English is shared by the Head Master and one of 
his staff, both capable of dealing well with the subject. 
 
The methods employed are sensible. The subjects are treated liber-
ally, and a proper interest aroused. The older pupils have read more 
than is usually the case and are attaining to an appreciation of Liter-
ature which by itself would be a valuable result of their life in the 
Centre. 
 
The written exercises show good variety, and the subjects set for 
treatment are well chosen. The compositions are of very fair stand-
ard. 
 
The formal side of English receives considerable attention, and pos-
sibly too much emphasis is laid upon analysis and paraphrasing but 
the work is not unduly stereotyped. 
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In general the lessons in English left an exceedingly good impres-
sion of sensible method and successful result. 
 
History 
The teacher is well versed in the subject, and his work is effective. 
His lessons are carefully prepared, and his methods are sound gen-
erally, though he is perhaps inclined to make less use of question-
ing than is advisable in the case of younger pupils. The written ex-
ercises, which are most carefully revised, show satisfactory at-
tempts to train pupils to independent search and effort. The stand-
ard of work attained naturally varies between the classes with their 
different capabilities, but in all the classes it appeared to be above 
the average, and the best pupils are doing work of an advanced 
kind that is seldom to be found in Pupil Teacher Centres.  
 
Geography 
The scheme of work has been carefully drawn up. It is sufficiently 
comprehensive and makes due allowance for revision.  
 
The teaching is marked by intelligent aim and the pupils are inter-
ested in the subject. The general equipment is satisfactory. 
 
French 
French is taught mainly by the Head Master, who is an excellent 
teacher, and partly by the senior mistress. The work is in both cas-
es satisfactory, though with regard to pronunciation and general 
scholarship the Head Master is a long way the better equipped for 
teaching French. The scheme is based on the different examina-
tions the pupils are preparing for; in some cases it consists of revi-
sion, in some it is of a more advanced character. But in every in-
stance one found an earnest endeavour to make the subject of edu-
cational value as well as a preparation for a definite purpose. 
 
Latin 
Latin is taken by the upper division in each year. The pupils come 
well-prepared - the girls in particular being very well grounded in the 
elements, - and are able to make good progress. The teaching is 
good and the pupils’ attainments are quite satisfactory.  In the high-
est class an ode of Horace was taken, and the translation was ac-
curate and proper attempts were made to render it in good English.  
 
A few worked exercises in composition were seen, which were of 
fair merit. 
 
A sketch of Roman History is widely included in the course of work. 
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Mathematics 
A satisfactory standard of efficiency is reached in the various 
branches of this subject. The teaching is intelligent and thorough, 
and the written work is carefully and neatly done. Some attention is 
given to graphical methods, but possibly more might be included 
with advantage in the earlier stages both in Algebra and Geometry. 
 
Science 
Science is taken by Classes I and II only, with a few individuals from 
other forms. The course includes elementary experimental science 
with more advanced work in physics.  
 
The teaching is good; the teacher has a competent knowledge of 
her work and is able to arouse and maintain the interest of the 
scholars. The laboratory work is however seriously hampered for 
want of a sufficient supply of apparatus, such as glass tubing, beak-
ers, Bunsen burners, balances and weights and simple measuring 
instruments required in the more elementary stages of the course. 
 
The scheme as at present drawn up provides for separate lessons 
in theory and practical work, and two note books are kept. This is 
undesirable. It is much better and more effective educationally to 
arrange for the main bulk of the work to be done in the laboratory. 
There is no necessity for a separate lecture course and only one 
notebook is required. 
 
Art 
The drawing at this Centre is taken by two members of the general 
staff who, while not holding high qualifications in Art, appear to be 
capable of dealing satisfactorily with the limited curriculum which 
can be effectively taken in the time available.  
 
The course of study is restricted to the subjects required for the 
“Preliminary Certificate Examination” and although a more compre-
hensive course would be beneficial in many respects it cannot be 
recommended in the present circumstances. The elementary Art 
room and the equipment of the School of Art, which are available for 
instruction, provide all that is necessary for efficiency. 
 
The class work of the pupils should be retained in the Centre in 
order that individual progress may be readily estimated. Very little 
work was available for inspection, but that seen in Model Drawing 
reached a good standard and showed evidence of sound and care-
ful teaching. 
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Domestic Economy (Needlework) 
This subject is efficiently taught and follows the usual lines adopted 
in institutions which prepare students for the teaching profession in 
elementary schools.  
 
Music 
Although the teaching of this subject is efficient as far as it goes the 
amount of time devoted to it is inadequate.  
 
Some additional attention, it is understood, will now be given espe-
cially to the general principles of voice training. 
 
Physical Exercises 
There has been some difficulty in organising anything like definite 
Physical Instruction for the small number of boys attending the Cen-
tre. Some further provision in this direction is very desirable. 
 
The arrangements for the physical exercises of the girls could not 
be called satisfactory at present. The pupils are supposed to have a 
45 minutes lesson a week, but in fact the lesson is of barely 30 
minutes. The walk from the Centre to the Gymnasium, the change 
of shoes, etc, etc, occupy a fair amount of time, which is in conse-
quence lost to the lesson. As the work chiefly consists of free exer-
cises and as the Gymnasium is not fitted up with Swedish appa-
ratus, it seems as if the object of coming to this hall is hardly justi-
fied. Loss of time and energy is involved in this going backwards 
and forwards. It is suggested that the lessons might be given in one 
of the class rooms in the Centre instead of using the Gymnasium in 
town.  
 
Internal Organisation of School 
Despite its somewhat inadequate accommodation this Centre is 
undoubtedly doing very useful work. It is of course not exempt from 
the drawbacks which arise under a half time system of instruction. It 
is hardly possible under these conditions to foster a developed cor-
porate life. Yet the standard maintained in the different subjects is a 
satisfactory one and the tone is good. Both teachers and pupils are 
animated by a spirit of earnest work. Great care is taken to guard 
against any overpressure, and the whole internal organisation 
shows thoughtful care and understanding of the pupils’ needs. 
 
It is to be hoped that in the impending changes in the method of 
training their teachers for elementary schools, the Governors will be 
able to safeguard the interests of the masters and mistresses of this 
Centre. 
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Acknowledgements & Further Reading: 
Teacher Training up to the 1960s by Jenny Keating, History in Edu-
cation Project, Institute of Historical Research, University of London, 
School of Advanced Studies, December 2010. A copy is held in the 
Society’s Research Room.  
 

 

 
 

 

PANCAKE TUESDAY 
 

Pancake Tuesday’s a very happy day. 

If you don’t give us a holiday, we’ll all run away! 
Where will you run to? Down Sticker Lane 
To see Miss Riley running with the cane! 

 
Old song:  (into which you can insert the names of your local lane, 

and your least favourite teacher!) 
 
 

HELP WANTED ~ SPENCER 
 

I have just joined the society and am researching the name Spen-
cer, JAMES SPENCER B 1888 married Ethel Bloomer 1920 alt-
hough he was married before in 1909, second marriage the chil-
dren were KENNETH  B 1920 RONALD B 1922 D 2000 DONALD 
B 1926 D 1927 DOREEN B 1929 
 
I am more interested in KENNETH BORN 1920 killed 5 May 1944 
he was an AIR GUNNER the plane crashed at ASHBY ST LEDG-
ER NORTHANTS all eight crew were killed. 
 
INO SPENCER B 1881 D 1941 her parents were HENRY SPEN-
CER and LUCY EASTWOOD, INO married HARRY BARNARD in 
1900 
 
All were born in Halifax 
Do any of these names ring a bell in your family. 
Many thanks 
Jenny <jennyrawlinson@hotmail.com> 
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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Incorporating Halifax and District 

 
Application for Membership Renewal 

(For 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019) 
 
Membership Renewals can be made in one of 3 ways: 

Over the Internet from the site www.genfair.com 
By your on-line banking (details on next page) 
By completing the form below and posting to the Treasurer 

 
NAME………………………………………………TEL.No……………… 
 
ADDRESS...……………………………………………………………….. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
 
POST CODE………………………………………………………………. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS………………………………………………………… 
 
(Existing) MEMBERSHIP NUMBER…………………………………….. 
 
I/We enclose cheque/P.O. for £…………………………………………. 
(Made payable to CALDERDALE F.H.S.) 
 
FEES: 

 
 
Please note that INTERNET membership provides access to the Quarterly Maga-
zine and all other information from our Members Website only, not on paper. Over-
seas members not renewing via Genfair should make payments in Sterling. 
 
Please return to: 
MR P LORD, TREASURER C.F.H.S 
288, HALIFAX ROAD, 
HOVE EDGE, 
BRIGHOUSE. 
HD6 2PB 
 
For those living in West Yorkshire, please indicate whether you intend to attend our 
monthly meetings by deleting as appropriate:  YES / NO 
 

Individual Family 

UK MEMBERSHIP £12.00 UK MEMBERSHIP £14.00 

OVERSEAS £17.00 (Incl. Air Mail) OVERSEAS £19.00 (Incl. Air Mail) 

INTERNET £6.00 INTERNET £8.00 
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Date Protection Act 
 
Under the terms and conditions of the General Data Protection 
Regulations (2018) when you joined Calderdale Family History So-
ciety (CFHS) as a member, you agreed that your personal infor-
mation would be stored in a retrieval system and saved as a hard 
copy.  A subset of this information is also held, securely, on the 
CFHS website for the purposes of allowing member access to the 
Members Only section of the website.   Names & E-Mail addresses 
only may be published in the Society Quarterly magazine, The 
Scrivener, for any member participating in the Members' Interests 
System. 
 
If you decide not to renew your membership, or your membership 
of CFHS lapses, all your personal information will be deleted from 
all retrieval systems (electronic or paper hard copy) after up to 24 
months of your membership expiring. 
 
You may, at any time, withdraw your consent by contacting CFHS 
GDPR Controller by E-mailing systems@cfhsweb.com or in writing 
to the Society Secretary.   This may exclude you from the ability to 
use some of the Society's facilities. 
 
You may view the information that we hold by applying to the Mem-
bership Secretary – membsec@cfhsweb.com  You may also view 
the Society Data Protection Policy and the GDPR Compliance Doc-
ument by applying to the Secretary - secretary@cfhsweb.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bank Details to pay on-line 
Account Name :Calderdale FHS 
 
Sort Code : 30-93-76 
 
Account No. : 01670491 
 
Reference :NNNNSurname - where NNNN is your Mem-
bership No. 
    eg 1234Smith 
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Calderdale FHS Annual General Meeting - Thursday 26th. 

April 2018 
 

at 7.30 pm at The Oddfellow Hall, Coleridge Street, Halifax. 
HX1 2JF 

 
Agenda & Notes 

 
 

Announcement of Nominations and Citations & distribution of voting 
            papers for the Members' Sutcliffe Award 
 
1.   Chairman’s Report 
 
2. Secretary's Report 
 
3. Treasurer's Report 
 

4. Change to Constitution 
 
5. Computer Security Report 
 
6. Collection of voting papers for the Members Sutcliffe 
          Award 
 
7. Election of Officers & Committee 
 
8. Election of Auditors 
 
9. Presentation of the Sutcliffe Awards. 
 
10.     Presentation / Announcement of Margaret Walker 
           Award. 
 
11.      Any Other Business. 
 
 
Please bring this Agenda to the AGM     
   
Note change of venue 
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Nomination Paper for the Members' Sutcliffe Award 2018 
 
Every year, the Society makes a presentation of 2 annual awards to Mem-
bers who have made an outstanding contribution to the Society over the 
previous 12 months.   These are entitled The Sutcliffe Awards, in recogni-
tion of the work carried out by John & Joyce Sutcliffe over many years. 
 
The Committee Sutcliffe Award is awarded by the Committee to the 
Away Member who they feel has made such a contribution during the year. 
 
The Members' Sutcliffe Award is awarded to any Society Member, nomi-
nated by any other member, and voted on at the AGM by all members pre-
sent. 
 
This nomination paper may be completed, signed by the submitting mem-
ber & returned to The Secretary by 7.30pm. Thursday 26th. April 2018.   
Please note that only one nomination may be made by any one member. 
 
 
  * * * * * * * *  
 
 
I nominate ...................................................................... to be considered 
for the award of the 2018  Members' Sutcliffe Award, for the following 
reasons: 
 
...................................................................................................................... 
 
...................................................................................................................... 
 
...................................................................................................................... 
 
...................................................................................................................... 
 
...................................................................................................................... 
 
 
Signed: .............................................................Date :................................ 
 
(Please print your name 
here)...................................................................... 
 
Please return this nomination form  to Margaret Smith, 4,Rawson Avenue, 
Halifax. HX3 0JP to arrive before Thursday 26th. April 2018 

 
 
Form for nominations for Committee Member(s) is on next page. 
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CFHS - 2018/2019 Committee Nomination 
Please print the name of the nominee in the space provided.   Please 
return this nomination paper to the Secretary: Margaret Smith,  4, Raw-
son Avenue, Halifax. HX3 0JP, before Thursday 26th. April 2018 or secre-
tary@cfhsweb.com 
 

 
I nominate ................................................................ for election to 
the CFHS Committee for the year 2018/2019. 
 
Signed ........................................................................................... 

Member's Name ........................................................................... 

Date .................................. 

Auditor for our Accounts 
 

On page 19 of the December Scrivener, we appealed for at least one person to step for-
ward to fill the role of Society Auditor, as our present ones, Neil Atkinson & Harvey Eglin, 
are stepping down after auditing the 2017-18 accounts. 
 
Unfortunately, at the time of going to press, no-one has volunteered. 
 
It is important that our finances are kept on a proper footing &, to do this, we need mem-
bers, other than those on the Committee who are responsible for most of the money 
spent,  to check that everything is being done properly. 
 
The Constitution requires us to have such people, so it is vital that we have auditors to 
carry out this role.  As we said in the December Scrivener, you do not need any specific 
computer experience to do this job, as it involves checking the accounts against print-outs 
& the supporting documents. 
 
You will not be required to carry this out until April 2019 (after the 2018-19 financial year 
is complete), but the position is voted on at the AGM which is being held on April 26th 
2018. 
 
So please consider seriously offering your services, which takes only about half a day 
each year.  You should send your name for this to Margaret Smith, our Secretary, at sec-
retary@cfhsweb.com before 26th April. 

Peter Lord - Treasurer 

mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
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Changes to the Constitution - April 2018 
 

As required by our Constitution, we need to give members 2 months 
notice before voting to make any changes to it.   This notice was 
given in the December Scrivener (pages 6 & 7). 
 
This is just a timely reminder, particularly for our Away members, 
and also for others who may not be able to attend the AGM on 26th 
April, to send your vote on the changes to our secretary at:  
secretary@cfhsweb.com or to her home at her address as shown on 
the back of each Scrivener.   These should be with her before the 
AGM. 
 
Votes can be cast free-hand and the suggested wording is : 
 
"I am/am not in favour of the amendments to Sections 4, 10 & 11 of 
CFHS's Constitution, as laid out in the Scrivener of December 2017" 
 
Of course, if you are in favour of one or two of the amendments but 
not the remainder, you need to indicate which ones you approve & 
which ones you don't. 
 
To remind you, the changes are :- 
 
Section 4.7 - Membership.   To increase the minimum age for Soci-
ety membership to 18 years old. 
 
Section 10.3. - Security.    To have the correct appointees in place 
to satisfy the new legislation GDPR. 
 
Section 11.2. - Insurance.   To indemnify Officers & Committee 
Members against liability claims. 
 
Although this may seem an administrative chore, it is important that 
any important change in the way the Society is run is done with as 
much transparency as possible & according to the rules, so we hope 
that you will make sure that you vote on these matters. 
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Increases in Membership Subscription - from April 2018 
 

You will have seen from the membership renewal form in this issue of 
the Scrivener that your Committee has reluctantly decided to increase 
the Society subscriptions from April 2018 - the start of our next financial 
year. 
 
The new rates are :- 
 UK  Individual Membership  £12 per annum 
 UK Family Membership  £14 per annum 
 Overseas Individual membership £17 per annum 
 Overseas Family membership £19 per annum 
 Internet  Individual Membership £6 per annum 
 Internet Family Membership  £8 per annum 
 
It is 11 years since we increased subscriptions and, even with these 
increases, it still costs less to be a member of our Society than most 
other FHSs, certainly within the Yorkshire area. 
 
We have tried to keep the increase as modest as possible, with a £2 
increase on all memberships other than the Internet memberships, 
which goes up by just 50p. 
 
Those of you who will be attending the AGM in April, and others who 
will see our annual accounts in the June Scrivener, will be able to as-
sess our current financial position, but I would like to highlight some 
aspects that may not be completely clear. 
 
Cash Position. 
You will see that, for some years, our cash holdings have been sub-
stantial, so that we currently have a holding well into 5 figures.   So, on 
the face of it, you may wonder why there is a need for subscription in-
creases.   However, up to 2014-15, we were increasing our cash hold-
ings, by having an annual surplus, but for the last 3 years we have had 
a deficit in our accounts which means that we have started to eat into 
our reserves. 
 
In addition to this, because our website is becoming more & more criti-
cal to the Society's well-being, we have decided to put it on a more pro-
fessional footing.   It has now become integral to our operations, so it is 
no longer fair to expect an unpaid volunteer to carry out the many tasks 
that are required in its development & maintenance.   This will cost the 
Society money that, previously, we have not had to find. 
 
Your officers have a responsibility to keep the Society on a sound finan-
cial footing, so we are taking prudent action now, rather than have to 
take more radical action in the future. 
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Type of Membership. 
It may seem strange that we have decided to increase subscriptions 
for members other than Internet ones by substantially more than 
those for internet members.   However, for those of you who receive 
a printed copy of the quarterly journal, the Scrivener, the costs of 
both printing & postage are significant, and are also costs that are 
beyond our control. 
 
So, the truth is that the Society benefits, financially, more from inter-
net members than from other members, due to the fact that there 
are no printing & postage costs involved in their type of member-
ship. 
 
Of course, that is not to say that we want all of you who receive 
your Scrivener on paper immediately to change your membership 
type to Internet !!!   Every member has their own preferences - 
some like to have a paper document in their hand to read, others 
are happy to read it on our website & some may like to print out, 
from the website edition, just the articles that interest them. 
 
We are clear that we want to accommodate all our members by 
giving them the options that suit them best. 
 
Action you need to take. 
Over the last 3 years, we have moved away from having our sub-
scription renewal date fixed to 1st April each year.   Your subscrip-
tion is now requested on the 12 month anniversary of you joining.    
However, there are still a substantial number of members whose 
renewal date is 1st April.   To help those members, we print a re-
newal form in our March Scrivener edition each year. 
 
So all you need to do, when you next come to renew your CFHS 
subscription, is to send us the new amount that fits your member-
ship type - be that by cheque, cash (at our meetings) or through 
your on-line banking. 
 
If you have set up a Standing Order to pay automatically from your 
bank account, please amend the amount due on your bank instruc-
tions for this. 
 
 
I hope that this article has explained the need for the increases, but, 
if you have any views on the matter that you would like to express, 
please direct them to me, the treasurer, at treasurer@cfhsweb.com 
 

Peter Lord - Treasurer 
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Central Library & Archives, Halifax – Local Studies De-
partment: a source of research material 

 
As Family History Researchers, we all have our favourite sources of 
information.   But one of these, which is not always obvious, is the 
Local Studies Department in the Central Library & Archives, Halifax 
 
Local members will be very familiar with what the Local Studies 
Department has to offer, particularly now it has moved into the 
brand new Central Library.   However, what is perhaps not so well 
known is the service that they provide to people who live away from 
our area. 
 
Your Society has a very good relationship with the Local Studies 
Department and we have worked together on a number of projects 
to our mutual benefit, the most significant of these being the publi-
cation of details from the Births, Marriages & Deaths section of the 
Halifax Guardian for the period 1832 to1921. 
 
Many of our free search requests via the Transcription Index on our 
website use the results of this work & often generate more ques-
tions about the events of the time.   The Local Studies Department 
offer an excellent service whereby they will search specified issues 
of the Halifax Guardian for any article referring to named individu-
als.    So if you think that an event (typically a marriage or a death) 
will have sparked a fuller report in the paper of the day, you can use 
the information from your initial search to ask if there is any further 
information. 
 
You may already have thought of this, but were unsure on exactly 
how to go about it.   So this is what you need to do :- 
 

- Decide what it is that you would like to look for, ideally with 
  names, type of event & date. 
- Contact the Local Studies Department either by E-Mail or by 
   telephone.  The details are :- 
  - reference.library@calderdale.gov.uk 
  - 01422-392631 
- Discuss with them the best way to get the information that you 
  require. 
- Agree the charges & the method of payment. 
 

The charging arrangements are :- 
- 15 minutes research free of charge. 
- After the free 15 minutes, £15 per half-hour up to a maximum 
  of 1 hour (£30) 
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- A modest, additional charge for any copying or scans that are 
  required. 
- Payment can be made by cheque or credit/debit card, or by 
  cash if attending the library personally. 
 

Of course, these facilities are not confined to access to the content 
of the Halifax Guardian.   These search arrangements apply to any-
thing that is held in the Local Studies Department. 
 
You may also wish to know that the Halifax Courier for the period of 
WW1 is available, free of charge, through the "From Weaver to 
Web" website - www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/ 
 
We hope that this explanation will help you get a little more from the 
facilities available. 

Members’ E-Mail Addresses.  
 

E-mails are now becoming "the norm" when it comes to easy com-
munications.   As a result, from our world-wide membership, only 18 
members have not given us an E-mail address for them. 
 
Your Society find it very easy, and cost-effective, to use this method 
to pass on information - either with any queries that we may be 
dealing with on your behalf, or to send you up to date information 
via the monthly news-letter. 
 
We have recently written to those 18 of you to ask if you could let us 
have an E-mail address on which to contact you.   Hopefully we will 
get a positive response.   However, if you think that we may not 
have yours, or you have recently changed your E-Mail address & 
may not have told us, please send the detail to our Membership 
Secretary, Susan Clarke, at membsec@cfhsweb.com   She will then 
ensure that her records are updated.  
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Yorkshire Wills Index Special Offer 
British Record Society 

 
The British Record Society is delighted to announce the publication 
of Vol.134 in the Index Library series, being: Yorkshire Probate 
Records: Medieval and Peculiar Courts 1267-1858 edited by Cliff 
Webb. The volume of over 900 pages of preliminaries, main index 
and supplementary indexes lists all the probate material in the me-
dieval courts of Yorkshire, and that in the 54 peculiar courts. Full 
references are given so that copies may be ordered of documents 
of interest from the Borthwick Institute. 
 
In addition to Yorkshire, there are substantial numbers of wills and 
administrations from Lancashire, Nottingham and Northumberland. 
The documents are indexed by name, place and occupation. The 
places are also mapped down to township level. 
 
Such a volume is by its nature expensive, and the list price of £35 is 
already a bargain. However, in order to make it available to as 
many people as possible the Society has decided that for any or-
ders received before 1st Jul 2018 a special price of £10 + £5 p&p 
will apply. 
 
Orders should be sent to: 
James Henderson, MA, MPhil, CA, Rosemount, Riggs Place, Cu-
par, Fife KY15 5JA  
 

(sent by Cliff Webb <cliffwebbhistorian@yahoo.co.uk>) 

New MI address list 
 
3783. Mr A Rushworth. rushworth@zen.co.uk 
3859. Mr G.Crossley. g_crossleyuk@yahoo.co.uk 
3863. Mrs S.Crossley. p3x701@gmail.com 
2580. Dr.G.L..Muffley. GaryMuffley@hotmail.com 
3852. Ms J.Rawlinson. jennyrawlinson@hotmail.com 
3855. Mr A.Bolton. tony.bolton@btinternet.com 
3838. Mrs J.Jackson. janetj12@hotmail.co.uk 
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Surname Location County 

Known 
From 

Known 
To 

Wanted 
From 

Wanted 
To 

Memb. 
No 

        

LONSDALE HALIFAX WRY   1700 Now 2580 

PEARSON BRADFORD WRY   1700 Now 2580 

ROBERTSHAW BRADFORD WRY   1710 Now 2580 

RUSSETT" LIGHTCLIFFE WRY   1690 Now 2580 

RUSHWORTH HIPPERHOLME WRY 1850 Now 1600 1850 3783 

RUSHWORTH NORTHOWRAM WRY 1850 Now 1600 1850 3783 

BARKER HALIFAX WRY   Start Now 3838 

BARKER NORTHOWRAM WRY   Start Now 3838 

FEARNSIDE HALIFAX WRY   Start Now 3838 

GREENWOOD OVENDEN WRY 1800 1859 Start Now 3838 

GREENWOOD STANSFIELD WRY 1800 1859 Start Now 3838 

STANSFIELD WARLEY WRY 1833 1860 Start Now 3838 

STANSFIELD SOWERBY WRY 1833 1860 Start Now 3838 

STANSFIELD NORTHOWRAM WRY 1833 1860 Start Now 3838 

STANSFIELD NORTHOWRAM WRY 1833 1860 Start Now 3838 

STEAD HALIFAX WRY 1874 Now Start Now 3838 

STEAD BRIGHOUSE WRY 1874 Now Start Now 3838 

SUNDERLAND SOWERBY WRY 1834 1900 Start Now 3838 

SUNDERLAND SOWERBY WRY 1834 1900 Start Now 3838 

WATSON HALIFAX WRY 1850 Now Start Now 3838 

WATSON NORTHOWRAM WRY 1850 Now Start Now 3838 

BARNARD BRADFORD WRY   1876 1941 3852 

BARNARD HALIFAX WRY   1876 1941 3852 

SPENCER HALIFAX WRY   1818 1920 3852 

ARMITAGE HALIFAX WRY   1860 1950 3855 

GREGAN HALIFAX WRY   1850 1900 3855 

WADDINGTON HALIFAX WRY   1600 1790 3855 

CROSSLEY MARSH DELVES WRY   1903 1968 3859 

CROSSLEY BOOTHTOWN WRY   1935 1946 3859 

CROSSLEY HOLMFIELD WRY   1946 1947 3859 

CROSSLEY QUEENSBURY WRY   1946 1968 3859 

CROSSLEY HALIFAX WRY   Start 1901 3863 

GILES HALIFAX WRY   Start 1888 3863 
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Douglas Anthony Southwart 
by Chris Hewitt 

 
Dear Mrs Stubbs 
I was in contact with your secr 18 months ago about Tony 
Southwart of Brighouse who was a very dedicated genealogist. 
She was not familiar with the name but said she would put a notice 
in your mag to see if anyone knew of him or his family. I heard noth-
ing. Things have moved on dramatically since then as I have con-
tacted his executors who had a large amount of info from which I 
have produced the attached potted biography. 
There are 17 Southwarts in your data base between 1759 and 
1850. 
I do find it odd that he does not seem to have been involved with 
your society. I would be very happy for you to put the attached in 
the Scrivener - it may trigger some response from locals who knew 
him! 
 
Kind regards 
Chris Hewitt <chris.hewitt63@ntlworld.com> 
    

 
Douglas Anthony Southwart – always known as Tony – was born on 
9 May 1930 in Hipperholme, the only child of Donald Moore 
Southwart a clerk in the local British Rail depot and  Mary Hughes 
who was the 8th child of William & Sarah Hughes of Stourport on 
Severn. Donald was the only child of Thomas Southwart and Mar-
tha Moore. Thomas was a cousin of my great grandmother Edna 
Southwart. 
 
The family moved to Hove Edge, Brighouse in 1933 and Tony start-
ed at the local primary school St Chad’s in 1935. He wrote in detail 
about his primary school days in his autobiography which stopped 
at age 11 and was never completed. In 1941 he started at Rastrick 
Grammar School, Brighouse and in 1947 took his School Certificate 
in 7 subjects. During his childhood his parents took him to Christian 
Science lectures and symphony concerts which resulted in a life-
long dislike for classical music! He was particularly interested in 
practical subjects, but was never into sports which was a source of 
disappointment to his father who had ambitions for him to play crick-
et for Yorkshire! 
 
Holidays were spent on visits to Whitby, Morecambe, London, Do-
ver, the Isle of Bute and Torquay where 2 of his mother’s brothers 
lived. She had worked at Hugh Greaves photographic studios in 



Page 41 

Halifax. His father had risen to the rank of sergeant major in WW1 
and had been a Company commander in the Home Guard during 
the early part of WW2, but had to resign after a nervous breakdown. 
The family seems to have been relatively unaffected by the war, 
although his mother lost a brother Charles in the First World War. 
There were also visits to various relatives in the Hughes and 
Southwart families, and Tony particularly recalls visiting his great 
aunt Elizabeth Southwart (1874-1947) at Thornton who was already 
quite famous as an author and journalist.  
 
Tony had started collecting stamps in 1941 in Lancaster, and philat-
ely became one of his lifelong passions together with genealogy, 
poetry and cats. He started at Halifax School of Art in 1947 and 
studied furniture design and making as well as drawing. He took his 
City & Guilds final exam in 1951 and was commended for his work. 
In November 1951 he was called up for National Service in 2nd Bat-
talion the Green Howards and ended up as a Lance Corporal in the 
Pay Office in Egypt. He later wrote: “The worst 2 years of my life 
were in the Army, for National Service, where I was constantly or-
dered around”. He never left the UK again and never had a pass-
port! 
 
He then embarked on a teacher training course at Trent Park Col-
lege, London in 1953-4 qualifying as a secondary teacher with Art 
as his specialist subject. This led to his first job as a class teacher at 
Dean Field Junior School, Halifax where he worked from 1956-61. 
He seems to have much preferred working with younger children 
and was commended for his hard work and involvement in school 
trips and outings. He moved to Foxhill Primary School at Queens-
bury in 1961 where he remained for the rest of his working life as a 
class teacher although he was deputy head from 1965-72 a post 
which he did not enjoy and gave up as soon as the Head retired.  
 
He published a book of poems for children “Improbable Poems” in 
1966 and was also writing regularly for local magazines and news-
papers. He also developed an unlikely interest in speedway, often 
going to race meetings at Odsal in Bradford and Shay in Halifax, 
and often spent weekends caving with friends. He was an assistant 
scoutmaster in Brighouse for several years. His parents had been 
teetotal and anti any form of gambling and so was Tony, but he was 
a heavy smoker throughout his life consuming 40-50 per day! In 
1971 his father died and Tony stayed in the family home at 44 New-
ton Park with his mother Mary to whom he was devoted. At this time 
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he also took up a fanatical interest in swimming. Having been a non
-swimmer at 40, by the age of 42 he had his Gold Swimming Certifi-
cate and 3 medals from the Royal Life Saving Society. He later said 
he was prouder of his swimming awards than any other of his 
achievements! 
 
In 1982 his mother Mary became ill and Tony could not cope with 
the pressure of teaching and looking after her. He had a nervous 
breakdown, and shortly after that took ill health early retirement 
from teaching. Mary died in 1984 aged 87. Tony was devastated but 
on recovering he launched himself with renewed energy (and a lot 
of spare time) into family history. He always described Easter as the 
start of “the family hunting season” and would take off in his car to 
libraries, church yards and cemeteries all over the country. He re-
placed his car every year – initially Triumphs and then Skodas – 
and all his research was done manually as he never had a comput-
er.  
 
Although he researched his mother’s family the Hughes, his main 
passion was the Southwarts who had originated in Lancashire in the 
13th century. Gilbert de Croft had married Alice heiress of the manor 
of Southworth between Preston and Blackburn in 1320 so becoming 
Gilbert de Southworth. The family seat was Samlesbury Hall and 
Tony became an energetic supporter of the Trust which had man-
aged the Hall since 1925. The Southworths had been one of the 
leading Catholic families in Lancashire providing several High Sher-
iffs and many of them knighted. One ancestor John Southworth was 
martyred as a catholic priest in 1654. He became St John in 1970 
and has a very fine tomb in Westminster Cathedral. However, Ed-
ward Southworth was obliged to sell the Hall in 1678 to pay debts.  
 
In 1991 Tony donated his stamp collection and coin collection in-
cluding 10 gold sovereigns to the Hall to be auctioned to raise mon-
ey for repairing the roof. This seems to have been the start of a 
deteriorating relationship between Tony and the Trustees, as he 
was never properly thanked for the gifts, never received an account 
of what they had sold for, and in 1995 he was sent a profuse apolo-
gy by the Chairman of Trustees. 
 
This did not stop Tony from his family history research, and in 1989 
he had paid for a new headstone on his great aunt Elizabeth’s 
grave at Thornton Municipal Cemetery which included the state-
ment that “Elizabeth’s father John was the 20x great grandson of 
Gilbert de Croft”. It also included the Southworth family motto Sub-
limiora Spectemus (Let us regard loftier things). When visiting cem-
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eteries or places where his ancestors had lived, Tony often felt he 
was able to converse with them or was guided by an invisible yet 
powerful hand to graves in totally overgrown churchyards. He wrote 
extensively of his spiritualist experiences and was in touch for some 
time with the Alister Hardy Research Centre for spiritualism in Ox-
ford. He later fell out with them because he felt they were dominat-
ed by clergymen who often did not practice what they preached! 
 
Tony published his second book of poems “Diverse Verse” in 1992. 
This is 196 pages of poems described in the local paper as “old 
fashioned rhythm and rhyme which will appeal to people of all ag-
es”. It contains some poems which were published in the Echo be-
tween 1976 and 1983 and a section of the book is dedicated to trac-
ing his ancestors in Hartshead, Triangle, Halifax and Thornton. One 
of the most moving poems is “Bell Chapel Islands” which describes 
a visit in 1985 to this ancient cemetery in Thornton, then overgrown, 
but now very well maintained by a local community group.  
 
One verse explains Tony’s passion for genealogy: 
 
 Why is  it that nobody heeds any more, 
 And thinks naught of kin who lived ages before? 
 They’re busy with work, pleasures, husband or wife 
 And rarely reflect upon who gave them life. 
 
This also alludes to one other subject which is key to understanding 
Tony – he never married. He says at one point that he did have 
female friends but preferred the company of older women who were 
not out to “trap” him! He wrote couplets giving 9 reasons why he 
never wanted to marry and says in his autobiography: “I have not 
sufficient time to do all the things I want – I certainly have never had 
any time for the distraction of a wife for life”.             
 
In later life he often worked late into the night on either his poetry, 
art or family history and would then sleep until late morning. He 
wrote a lot about his cats and left his home at 44 Newton Park, Brig-
house to the RSPCA. He had the Southworth family crest above the 
door of his semi-detached house where he lived for all bar the first 
few years of his life. He was a pacifist who said that he always re-
gretted doing his National Service and was not a fan of organised 
religion, although seemingly not denying the existence of God. He 
believed we do not die but “make the transition”. His will was 
strange in that he wanted nobody but his friend and executor Chris 
Akers present at his funeral and he was to be cremated in a card-
board coffin. He left letters to be posted to his relatives and friends 



Page 44  

after his funeral. 
 
He seems to have wanted to share his genealogical research with a 
relative, but as an only child of an only child, he had no close family. 
His mother’s family the Hughes were given his family photo album 
and his large book of 800 years of family history. He was not known 
to the local Calderdale Family History Society, but the Akers kindly 
gave me his autobiography, his album of spiritualist experiences 
and much of his information about Samlesbury Hall as well as a 
hand written letter dated 1985 from Ted Hughes who was the Poet 
Laureate 1984-98. Ted who was born in Mytholmroyd was a cousin 
of his mother’s and they exchanged letters about family history. 
 
I did not know of Tony’s existence until 2016 when I discovered 
Elizabeth Southwart’s grave at Thornton thanks to a CD produced 
by the Bradford Family History Society. An enquiry to Bradford 
Cemetery Dept provided the name DA Southwart, and I then traced 
his address in Brighouse. I later acquired a copy of his will which 
gave me the key contacts – his executors. 
 
It seems strange that a man who devoted so much time and energy 
to researching the past did not apparently make contact with any of 
his living Southwart second cousins or members of the Ambler or 
Hartley families. My aunt Doreen Hartley who died in 2016 aged 92 
had never heard of him, nor had my mother’s cousin Brian Ambler 
born in 1938. They are both descended from Edna Southwart. 
 
Tony was a talented teacher, poet, artist and genealogist who loved 
his cats. He was certainly quite eccentric and seemed very content 
with his own company.  
 
He died of cancer on 24 May 2011 at the Overgate Hospice in El-
land. 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Ancestor, 
 I wish I knew 
The thoughts and dreams that came to you. 
There was no Face Book then, and so 
I think that I shall never know! 
 
Jeannie Allergist 
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Book launch: a date for your diary 

People all full of business:  

probate records from Halifax township 1688-1700 

 

 ‘People all full of business’ was Daniel Defoe’s description of what he saw 

as he travelled into the parish of Halifax from Blackstone Edge in 1726, not 

long after the period covered by this book.  The hill-sides were full of houses, 

and outside almost every house was a tenter.  Of people he saw few: young 

and old, ‘lusty fellows all’, they were indoors and hard at work.  And as for 

the town of Halifax itself the people flock there ‘as bees about a hive’. 

 

In the wills and inventories collected in this new book we can catch a 

glimpse of the commercial and economic life of the town, including the con-

tents of shops owned by drapers, salters, apothecaries and grocers. Invento-

ries take us into private houses too, looking at the furnishings,  furniture and 

kitchen equipment as well as the way credit and debts were organised. 

 

The book of probate document transcriptions, with an extensive introduc-

tion, a comprehensive glossary and indexes of people, places and subjects 

will be on sale in April. The book will be launched at an informal meeting in 

the Media room at Halifax Central Library on Monday April 16th, with 

doors open from 7.00p.m. 

 

David Cant will join members of the group to talk about some of the remark-

able discoveries we have made about the busy people of seventeenth century 

Halifax.  

 

The evening is free, there will be drinks and nibbles, and a chance to buy the 

book at a reduced price. Space is limited, so if you are planning to join us 

please email Sheila Graham at halifaxprobate@gmail.com so we can keep a 

check on likely numbers. 

 

If you can’t make our launch but would like to make enquiries about this or 

other probate books, please use the same email address. 

 

mailto:halifaxprobate@gmail.com
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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
2018 SPRING/SUMMER MEETINGS ~ Thursdays 7:30pm.  
At The Shibden Room,  North Bridge Leisure Centre, Halifax. 
 
March 22nd 
Tony Foster ~ A Trip to Switzerland in 1916 : A little known as-
pect of WW I. 
This talk details a scheme organised by the British Red Cross Socie-
ty & the Order of St John of Jerusalem in England to allow wives and 
mothers to visit their husbands/sons who had been POWs in Germa-
ny and now interned in Switzerland. A total of about 600 women 
made these trips between September 1916 and November 1917. 
 
April 26th 
Annual General Meeting 
 
May 24th 
Cyril Pearce ~ Resistors (Communities of Resistance in 1914—
1918 War). 
Our understanding of the extent and nature of anti-war sentiment in 
Britain during WW1 has been distorted by the propaganda stereo-
types of the time and by its pre-occupation with the experiences of 
Conscientious Objectors (COs). 
 
Cyril explains that research now suggests that opposition to the war 
extended beyond the COs and included elements of the Women’s 
Movement and other anti-war alliances. 
 
June 28th  
David Glover ~ Stories of the Waterhouse Family 
From the man who recalled the building of our Parish Church Tower 
in the 15th Century, to the family owning Well Head Mansion a centu-
ry ago - a parade of interesting characters.  Along the way, you will 
hear about owners of Shibden Hall, Nathaniel “the Great Benefactor” 
of Halifax; John, a noted 19

th
 Century scientist and inventor; and 

Catharine, the very last of the line, who mysteriously separated from 
her husband, but endowed several local churches. 
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View our website at www.cfhsweb.com 

 

and visit 
 

Calderdale Family History Society’s  
 

RESEARCH ROOM 
 

Brighouse Library 
Rydings Park, Halifax Rd., Brighouse, HD6 2AF 

 
Tuesdays 1:30pm to 4:30pm &Thursdays 10:00am to 1:00pm 

 
Open to both Members & Non-Members 

 
Facilities include :- 

• Searchable information on 4 computers. 

• Fiches for all Calderdale C of E churches. 

• 6 Internet terminals, with access to Ancestry.com 
  (Note—now increased from original 4 terminals) 

• Wide range of books, journals, cuttings, etc. 
 

For more information and bookings ring 07952-211986 during the hours 
given above. 

Huddersfield & District Family History Society 
 
If you have ancestors in the Kirklees area, which covers the towns of Hud-
dersfield, Dewsbury, Batley, Holmfirth and surrounding villages, then why not 
contact our Society for help and advice. 
 
We have a research room at the Root Cellar, 33A Greens End Road, 
Meltham, Holmfirth, HD9 5NW and we are open at the following times on 
these days: 
 
   Morning  Afternoon   
 Monday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Tuesday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Wednesday: 10 am to 12.30 pm  2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Thursday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm  
 Friday:  10.30 am to 1.00 pm 
 Saturday:    2 pm to 4.30 pm 

 
Our telephone number is 01484 859229 and details of all our activities and 
how to join can be found at www.hdfhs.org.uk.  You can also find us on Twit-
ter and Facebook by searching for ‘Huddersfield Family History Society’. 
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USEFUL  CONTACTS AND SOURCES 
FOR RESEARCHING WEST YORKSHIRE ANCESTORS 

 
West Yorkshire Archive Service ~ www.archives.wyjs.org.uk  (This can be a good 
place to start to access the West Yorkshire Archive Catalogue) 
 
Calderdale District Archives, (Registers, BTs, Census, etc. etc.) 
Calderdale Central Library, Northgate House, Northgate, Hailfax HXI IUN   
Tel: +44 (0) 1422 392636 e-mail calderdale@wyjs.org.uk 
 
WYAS Headquarters, Newstead Road, Wakefield WFI 2DE (Registers, WRiding Regis-
try of Deeds, Manorial Records etc.) 
Tel: +44 (0) 1924 305980  email : wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 
 
The Borthwick Institute ~ www.york.ac.uk/inst/bihr/ (Peculiar + PCY wills, BT's etc.) 
University of York, Heslington, YORK YO10 5DD  
Tel: +44 (0) 1904 321166 email ~ link on website 
 
Calderdale Central Reference Library (address as above) Tel: +44 (0) 1422  392631 e-
mail reference.library@calderdale.gov.uk (local studies collection, newspapers, maps, 
trade directories, IGI, GRO indexes, census and parish register fiche, on-line  Fami-
lysearch and Ancestry; research service offered).    
 
Weaver to Web ~ www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/ The council maintains a website  with a 
miscellany of information from the archives (a wide range of photos, maps, census re-
turns, parish registers, poll books, wills , etc., have been digitised to view online). 
 
Malcolm Bull’s Calderdale Companion ~ http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk 
(Large collection of trivia, miscellaneous facts of people and places and  other bits of local 
history about Halifax and Calderdale). 
 
All the Parish records transcribed by the Society are available to search (for a fee) on 
FindMyPast.co.uk (In addition there are many other records available to search) 
 
West Yorkshire Parish Registers have been put online (for a fee) by the West Yorkshire 
Archives Service which can be accessed on Ancestry.co.uk. (Again, many other useful 
records, for a fee) 
 
www.familysearch.org 
(Thousands of records for free including the IGI and  some census data).  LDS Family 
History Centres are invaluable for 'distance research'.  Check local telephone directories. 
 
The National Archives ~ www.nationalarchives.gov.uk (a wealth of data arising from 
public records, including BMD’s, census and much much more). 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  Tel: +44 (0) 20 8876  
 
www.direct.gov.uk/gro is the website of the general register office for everything con-
cerning civil registration and to order certificates.  
 
Consider subscribing to a periodical such as Family Tree Magazine or BBC’s Who Do 
You Think You Are? Magazine. Online sites such as GenesReunited and LostCousins 
may help you find relatives researching the same family. 
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LOCAL FAMILY HISTORY FAIRS etc 
Forthcoming Events of Interest :- 
 
The London Group of Yorkshire FHS.  Programme of events - 2018 

17 March 2018 Debbie Kennett Social Media for family 
historians 

16 June 2018 Else Churchill English Church Courts 
22 September 2018 John Hanson  One Name One Place 
  (May be changed) 
17 November 2018 To be announced 
 
Meetings held at the Society of Genealogists, 14, Charterhouse Build-

ings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA. 

 Starting at 10.30am  All welcome. 

 

 

The Federation of Family History Societies 

 www.ffhs.org.uk   

 

This site has a wealth of links to events & information of interest to family his-

torians.   Find the EVENTS tab for a list of forthcoming events. 

 

Women’s Suffrage 100 projects and records  

As it is 100 years since women received the vote and The National Archives 
have sent us information about new records that have been released.  To 
mark the anniversary they have launched their Suffragette 100 season.  There 
are lots of talks and events taking place at The National Archives as well as 
the new records and for more information please follow the link below.   
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/suffrage-100  
 

          Buckinghamshire Family History Society Open Day  
                     Saturday 28th July 2018, 10am to 4pm  
      The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH. 
 
Research facilities including our names database (over five million entries), 
Parish Register, People, and Places libraries. Parish Register transcripts and 
other research aids will be on sale. Expert advice; guest societies from around 
the country; local history and heritage groups; suppliers of data CDs, maps, 
software, archival materials and much more.  
 
Admission is free, with free parking at the venue. Refreshments area for teas, 
coffees and snacks, also mobile catering offering burgers hot dogs etc. 
 
Further information, including a full list of organisations attending, can be 
found at www.bucksfhs.org.uk 

https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=ba09692e7d&e=c2a3798727
http://www.bucksfhs.org.uk/
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Calderdale Family History Society  
Incorporating Halifax and District 

 
 

Officers and Co-ordinators of the Society 
 
Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail       Tel. No. 
 
President 
Mr. Barrie Crossley,  9, Victoria Terr., Delph Hill Road, Halifax, HX2 7ED 
                          e-mail - president@cfhsweb.com   01422-366931 
 
Chairman 
Mr. Clifford Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
   e-mail - chairman@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
    
Secretary 
Mrs. Margaret Smith,  4 Rawson Avenue, Halifax, HX3 0JP 
      e-mail - secretary@cfhsweb.com  01422 -345164 
Treasurer  
Mr. Peter Lord,  288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 
   e-mail - treasurer@cfhsweb.com   01484-718576 
 
Membership Secretary 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ 
   e-mail - membsec@cfhsweb.com  01484–304426 
 
Publications Officer (sales of books, CDs, etc.) 
Mrs. Joan Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
   e-mail - publications@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
 
Editor ~ Scrivener    (for submission of articles, letters, etc.) 
Mrs.Frances Stubbs, Beech Trees, Hollybush Close, Potten End,  
   Berkhamsted, HP4 2SN 
   e-mail - editor@cfhsweb.com   01442-871847 
 
Enquiry Service Co-ordinator (for research queries and search requests) 
Mrs. Susan Lord 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

   e-mail - search@cfhsweb.com  01484 718576 

  

Research Room Co-ordinator (for information about room at The Rydings) 

Vacant   e-mail -researchroom@cfhsweb.com    
 

[RR Bookings and Information Tues pm/Thurs am 07952-211986] 
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Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail       Tel. No. 
 

Projects Co-ordinator 

Mr. Peter Lord, 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

   e-mail - projects@cfhsweb.com  01484 718576 

 

Webmaster 

Mr. Keith Pitchforth, 10 Hallam Grange Road, Sheffield, S Yorks, S10 4BJ 

   e-mail - webmaster@cfhsweb.com  0114-2307685 

Assistant Webmaster 

Pam Newby,   Email - webassistant@cfhsweb.com  
 
Strays Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Dorothy Hunt,  Springfield House, Whitehall Green, Halifax, HX2 9UQ 
   e-mail - strays@cfhsweb.com 

 

Librarian 

Mrs. Anne Kirker,  3 Elmfield Terrace, Halifax, HX1 3EB .  
   e-mail - librarian@cfhsweb.com  01422 365879          
 
Members’ Interests Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
   e-mail - interests@cfhsweb.com  01484–304426
  
 
 

The Society's Home Web Page on the Internet is 
http://www.cfhsweb.com 

 

http://www.cfhsweb.com/
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CHAPELRIES AND TOWNSHIPS OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF HALIFAX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH/CHAPEL       Registers begin                       BAP.  MAR.**  BUR. 
1.   COLEY   St. John     1735 1745 1734 
2.   CROSS STONE  St. Paul      1678 1837 1678 
3.   ELLAND   St. Mary**     1559 1559 1559 
4.   HALIFAX   St. James (inc St Mary Rhodes St  1953) 1832 1837 nk 
5.   HALIFAX   St. John**     1538 1538 1538 
6.   HARTSHEAD  St. Peter     1612 1612 1612 
7.   HEPTONSTALL  St. Thomas**     1599 1593 1599 
8.   ILLINGWORTH  St. Mary     1695 1697 1695 
9.   LIGHTCLIFFE  St. Matthew     1703 1704 1704  
10. LUDDENDEN  St. Mary     1653 1661 1653 
11. RASTRICK  St. Matthew     1719 1839 1798  
12. RIPPONDEN  St. Bartholomew    1684 1686 1684 
13. SCAMMONDEN  
      WITH MILLHEAD St. Bartholomew    1746 1886 1746 
14. SOUTHOWRAM  St. Anne     1813 1838 1818 
15. SOWERBY  St. Peter     1668 1711 1643 
16. SOWERBY BRIDGE Christ Church     1709 1730 1821 
17. STAINLAND  St. Andrew     1782 1844 1783 
18. TODMORDEN  St. Mary/Christ Church   1678 1669 1666 
 
**Following Hardwicke’s Marriages Act of 1754, Banns and Marriages will only be found in the registers 
of these churches. After 1837 they lost their monopoly of marriages. 


