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EDITORIAL 

      At the time of writing the temperature outside is 25 degrees and most 

of Britain seems to be having an unseasonal heatwave.  Late May is very 

early for this kind of temperatures, but it serves to illustrate how editors 

need to be looking ahead all the time and not remarking only what is    

going on in the here and now!  When this edition drops on your doorsteps 

in July this heatwave will be history and there's no telling what the 

weather will be like. 

     I find history of all kinds to be fascinating; the history of Barnsley and 

its people, from the earliest records available in the Domesday Book where 

the place was listed as Berneslai, with its surrounding homesteads and 

manors, all the way through to the present way of life.  Over the centuries 

this island of ours has suffered natural disasters, drought, flood, and 

plague, as well as invasion, civil war, and world war, but still we keep   

going.  We have a pride in our roots which is perhaps one of the reasons 

why we want to find out who we are, and where we come from.  

     It is a fascinating 'hobby' and happily, so many of us have become 

'hooked' on leaving some record of our family's past.  I started because 

my mother was orphaned at four, passed around the family for most of 

her childhood, and almost forgot who her mother was.  Finding her fami-

lies, I found out who I am too, and can now pass to my grandson a proud     

heritage of working class survival that covers agricultural labourers,     

fishermen, boat builders, weavers, miners, and navvies.  No gentry here 

I'm afraid, there may be a hero from Waterloo in there somewhere but I'm 

not sure it's him.  My grandfather fought with 'The Pals' but there are no     

service records for him even though I have his service number.  His      

records were lost in the bombing of the next war.  So much is lost to us 

and I find it sad that sometimes all we can do is say that maybe this was 

my family. 

     I love to share your histories, and am more than willing to help you to 

put them onto paper.  You can ring me at home, or send a letter or email, 

and I would contact you for a chat.  History, the word itself is a            

description, histories that shouldn't be lost! 

      In this edition we start a new series recording the WW1 Demob Diary 

of Harry Rawlins, fascinating information painstakingly transcribed from 

the original by Harold Masters.  

     We have some letters to share too, as well as a reprint of some archive 

material which is a popular feature, plus more of the 'Timeline' from Jeff 

Chambers.  
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     People who are able to attend meetings in Barnsley will already have 

heard the sad news of the death of Cynthia Dillon, one of the founding 

members of the Society.  She will be missed, not only for her input to the 

journal over the years and her carefully researched writing, but for her 

warmth, generosity, and quick mind. There are people who knew her 

much better than I did so it’s better that I leave it to them to pay tribute 

to this lovely lady.  

     So pour yourself a cuppa, put your feet up and enjoy this edition of 

Domus Historiae. Whilst you’re doing that why not cast your mind back to 

that old family story that might make a good article for the next edition!  

      Maggie Bennett, Editor 

======#====== 

It's always good to get feedback and the letter below is especially 

welcome as it solves a mystery for me, (see previous edition). 

Dear Ms Bennett, 

I do not have email and such so it's letter contact. I have just been    
reading the April Domus Historiae page 19, re. 'A Relative to be Proud 

Of' and it had me going for a while. 

"Odd,"  I thought, " this is familiar somehow, must be from a relative I've 
not met up with yet and is obviously covering the same ground! I must 
find out who it is."  

It all became clear the moment I turned the page and recognised the 
photo, and the light came on. I submitted this particular article in 2004, 
years ago after a trip to the USA and a visit to Benjamin's descendants 
who live in the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia, a beautiful place. 

 I think you have something going here, and look forward to similar 'Blasts 
from the Past' that others have written, just to help wake up my memory 
buds.  

My best wishes to you, and keep up the good work. 

Harry Foster, Hon. Mem. 371  

======#====== 

And here's an email note of thanks to an unknown person. 

Someone has seen my interests in the members section and has kindly 
transcribed (hand written) a list of the Darfield Burial Index, and posted it 
to me in Australia. They have not put a name or address or any of their 

details. I would like to thank this kind person for the time and effort they 
put into it. THANK YOU, WHOEVER YOU ARE. 

Anita Infanti, Mem. 1843 
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CYNTHIA DILLON 1934-2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONORARY MEMBER (007) 1986-2017 

     It is with great sadness that I inform members of the death of Cynthia 

Dillon, who after a long illness passed away on April 13th 2017, aged 83 

years.  Our condolences go to her husband John, and their family. 

     A founder member of Barnsley Family History Society, Cynthia was a 

valued and active member of the society offering a wealth and depth of 

knowledge in family history, from which she would often write articles for 

Domus Historiae.   

     Cynthia, although ill, was able to attend, the 30th anniversary         

celebration on July 19th 2016, where she was presented with a ‘Certificate 

of Recognition’ signifying her thirty years continuous membership of the   

society.  Cynthia was invited to cut the celebration cake at the event.  

     A leading light in the history of her home village of Hoylandswaine, 

which saw in the 1990’s the formation of a group of like-minded friends, 

the Hoylandswaine History Group.  Their research covered many varied 

topics, resulting in 1999 the publication of ‘The Nail-maker’s of Hoylands-

waine’.  This authoritative well researched book proves to be very popular 

with academic researchers and the public alike.  

     At the Barnsley FHS 30th Anniversary evening, Cynthia gifted the rights 

of the book to the society.  The revised, updated, and re-formatted 2nd 

edition, overseen by Cynthia, was published in August 2016.   

     This new version of the book is once again back on the shelves and in        

demand, a fitting tribute to a truly remarkable Yorkshire lady. 

Doreen Piper, Vice Chair & Projects 
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A LETTER FROM THE ARCHIVE 2004 

Dear BFHS,  

     After a friend loaned me a book THE NAILMAKERS OF HOYLANDSWAIN, 

I found the name Heptonstall, my mother's maiden name, I remember 

her saying that her grandfather came from Hoylandswain and with this in 

mind I decided to purchase the book . 

     I contacted Mrs Dillon in order to purchase it, and explained my      

reasons for wanting it. Cynthia invited my wife and me to go and collect 

the book and she would give me information on the Heptonstall family. 

From then on I was hooked, and have spent time in gaining information on 

the family plus connections Fearn, Totty, Morris and Ellis. 

     I have also made contact with distant family members of the Dunn 

and Moran families who also shared some of their work with me. I'm now 

working on my father's family, Fox, from Eckington and Sheffield.  

I wanted to thank Cynthia for the help she gave me at the start. 

David Fox 

======#====== 

     BITS AND BOBS 

Teachers’ Wages  

For Cawthorne School, near Barnsley.  

"A master is wanted who is at least capable of teaching the English and 

Latin Languages. He will be entitled to an annual sum of £5.4s., and  

Quarterage from the parents. There is a good chamber over the school, 

wherein the late master dwelt for many years," etc. etc. 

Reference: 

The Leeds Intelligencer Dec 6th 1774. 

Occurrences and Events of Interest 1907.  

April   Gift of land and drinking fountain at Town End, Barnsley, by  

  Rev T. T. Taylor. 

April 11 Extensive fire at Church Lane Colliery Dodworth. Damage 

                  estimated at £50,000. 

April  Strange disappearance of Arthur PYRAH, a Higham miner.  

  Repeated searches for him in the West Silkstone Pit, Silkstone 

  without any clue. 

Reference:  

Lodges Barnsley and  District Almanac 1921. 
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THE DIARY OF A SOLDIER 1916-1919  

The centenary of the First World War has brought a new interest and    

respect for the experiences of those who served on the front line. Last 

year I submitted excerpts from the diary of Harry Rawson that told of his 

movements back and forward through France as a Private in the Duke of 

Cornwall's Light Infantry. The diary was started when Harry was          

conscripted in August 1916, aged 39 and ends on March 13th 1919, after 

the fighting was over, and when he finally boarded his transport back to 

England. However not much has been said about what soldiers had to put 

up with after the armistice was signed. 

As I have no connection with Harry, other than the fact that I was given 

his war diary I thought I should try to find out a little bit about him. I feel I 

got the right family, after many searches using different family history 

sites and chasing a number of other Rawson families. The only one that 

seems to match this Harry Rawson’s family is recorded in a Yorkshire   

village called Wortley, near Leeds. Bearing in mind that I obtained Harry’s 

diary from a gentleman in Barnsley, which is not many miles from Wortley 

my research into Harry’s background seems to be correct. 

The 1911 census shows Harry Rawson age 34 born 1877, Wortley,     

Yorkshire, married to Amy Broadbent age 32 born 1879, Bradford,   

Yorkshire, and one son Arthur age 5 born 1906, Bradford, Yorkshire. 

Harry Rawson’s occupation is here shown as a Commercial Clerk. Harry 

and his family lived in Haringey; North London aged 39 married with one 

small son and worked as a clerk in an office when he was compulsorily 

enlisted in 1916. It is possible that if he had been 40 he would have been 

exempt.  

Harry had a good education and he used it to record the events he       

encountered during his time as a Pioneer in the DCLI during WW1, and 

after, until he was demobilised. The account is exactly as Harry Rawson 

wrote it and some of his old grammar and wording will be unusual.  The 

diary had most likely been originally handwritten and later copied and 

typewritten.  My typed script is now faded and dog-eared but I’m sure that 

what I have reproduced is an honest document.  

I believe this diary to be important because most of the working class men 

who served on the front line had little or no chance to record their        

experiences. Most records of the fighting come from officers, or official 

documents that miss out the personal degradation that the men suffered 

on a daily basis. I hope you find the document interesting, and if there are 

any members of Harry’s family out there please let me know! 

Harold Masters,  Mem. 1758 
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HARRY RAWSON'S DEMOB DIARY  

Part one  

The happiest time of my life was I am 

sure in the early morning of Nov 11th 1918 

(3 a.m.) I had occasion to be out at this 

time, and I came across the Orderly Room 

Sergeant (we were the only two persons 

to be knocking about at the time) and he 

said; - “I think I have some good news for 

you” I replied “Ho what’s that”. He said 

news had come through just now of        

Armistice and we cease firing at 11 o’clock 

this morning. I ran straight into my billet 

like a two year old and woke everybody 

up. They swore and  carried on for having 

been disturbed in their sleep, but when 

they realized that it was official they changed their tone altogether. I could 

certainly see a change in their faces. One man however said “It is too 

good to be true” We were all in good spirits that morning waiting for 11 

o’clock. 

It was already on orders that we were to have a long march on this day, 

and we were in hopes that it would be cancelled. It was a lovely morning 

more like spring time; the sun was shining brilliantly. The war was         

practically finished but the orders were, wear steel helmets and carry full 

packs. We marched from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. wearing our steel helmets all 

the time. 

We passed through LE-QUESNOY, FRASNOY, and AMFRERPRET to       

BERMERIES and all along this journey we were meeting a great many 

French people who had been driven from their homes since 1914 and    

living amongst the German soldiers. They were making their way back to 

the villages from which they had fled. Some had loads of furniture drawn 

by bullocks, and some with small carts drawn by dogs, while others were 

tramping the roads pushing prams and carrying bundles on their backs, 

dragging their children with them. All these people seemed to pay great 

respect to us now that they were able to return to their homes. Most likely 

when they reached their destination they would find everything destroyed 

and no village left. 

There was one thing struck me very forcibly as we marched through. A 

gentleman and a young lady (probably his daughter) were coming in the 

opposite direction each carrying a bundle apparently proceeding back to 

their old homestead. This gentleman paid respect by raising his hat and  
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keeping it off until the whole battalion had passed by. I was very much 

touched. My heart ached for these people, and I feel very thankful that our 

people in England have been spared this awful worry.  

I was told that the Germans when evacuating these villages (and I believe 

there was some truth in it, but I presume war is war) robbed the people of 

their horses and cattle, also their poultry and vegetables or any other 

thing which was of value. I saw a man and woman who had returned to 

their home one morning digging deep in their garden, and they were 

bringing up all kind of valuables which they had hidden underground    

before leaving their home. Clocks, Cutlery, Crockery, Ornaments etc. 

I would like to say here however, and I hope I may not be misunderstood, 

for I must keep to the truth as seen from my own experience, that the 

British soldiers (myself included) were always out seeking souvenirs, and 

when we have been billeted in these houses we have ransacked the whole 

place. In my opinion this is only natural where a lot of soldiers are        

together, and I suppose the idea was that if we did not take these things 

somebody else would. Why; it was a common thing to search a dead 

man’s pockets or to take rings from their fingers. I simply mention these 

things in passing. 

After we had arrived at BERMERIES, and when we had had tea I took a 

walk through the village; and I saw a few civilians with hand carts loaded 

and resting by the wayside. Upon making enquires in my broken French, I 

managed to learn that they were of one family which consisted of the old 

father and mother, sons and daughters, and their children; and I felt sorry 

indeed for them; especially for the little children who were standing    

leaning against mother asleep. It was dark and very cold, and they had 

got to walk over 30 kilos (sic) which was an impassivity (sic) that night. I 

at once went to a house and explained the position as best I could, to ask 

if they could put these people up for the night in the stable. Fancy a whole 

family having to sleep in the stable on the wet floor. I myself have done 

this many times since I have been out here, and am doing so tonight; but 

it is hard for the children. Yes; I am thankful it is all over and I shall be 

more thankful when we can all get back to BLIGHTY. 

It was decided by the Military Authorities that the two armies should 

march through to Germany. Our battalion was in the 2nd division and was 

therefore one of the selected. Every man in our division must have new 

boots and clothes in order to look smart when entering Germany. It was 

on orders that all men’s packs must be lined with thin boards so that they 

would look square and neat. Of course any soldier knows that it had     

always been against the army rules to line and pack with boards, but we 

were going to meet the Germans and therefore must look respectable I 

suppose.  
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During all the time I was with the battalion during the war it had been 

considered a crime to pack with boards for any inspection; and I have 

known men suffer punishment for having disobeyed this rule. I certainly 

got the impression that the Germans were of some importance after all. 

I had done every march from one front to the other through FRANCE and 

BELGIUM during the war, but now the war was over, our Colonel was very 

particular as to who should be included in the triumphant march into   

Germany. 

I was eight front teeth missing (consequently not included in the select 

party and not smart enough now for the Germans) they had forced me to 

have these teeth taken out during my training in ENGLAND, and when I 

applied for a new set I was told that had I been a younger man I could 

have had them replaced. I had them replaced at my own expense after I 

had left the Army otherwise I would not have been presentable to my old 

friends again. I am not sure that this disfigurement did not interfere with 

my civilian life because when first I got back to the office I felt a little 

ashamed, and appearances go a long way in this respect in every sphere 

of life. However I was one of the many of the unfortunate ones who came 

back home to find that the 'stay-at-homes' had risen to the top in stages, 

and that I was their subordinate. 

I felt rather disappointed at the time when I found that I was not to have 

the privilege of marching with the boys into Germany, especially when I 

found myself lined up with a lot more of so called ‘old stagers’ to be sent 

on a long march back to ST. PYTHON, but I really expected when I        

appeared to be of no more use in the Army that I should get my dis-

charge, but this was not to be. We went back to play soldiers and joined 

the battalion later on in Germany. 

We started off on the morning of November 16th and rested one night at 

RUENES, and reached our destination the following day. We were kept 

here until after Christmas, and during that time we were always hungry 

and short of food. The Railways were all intact up to this point and none of 

us could see any reason whatever why we should be short of rations. I 

repeat the war was now over, but we were treated more like dogs. We 

were on duty every day, and when on parade we were being bullied about 

something awful by the Officers. If I was not for parade I was given a job 

as laborer to a bricklayer, building brick ovens for the Officers Mess. I had 

to scrounge for the bricks and carry them on my back in a sandbag all day 

long. I made many applications for my discharge whilst here but without 

avail, and I was getting anxious about my situation, feeling all the time 

that the longer I was kept in the Army the worse it would be for me. 

to be continued…… 

Harold Masters, Mem. 1758 
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DARFIELD REMEMBERS THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

There are three memorials to the dead of World War 1 in Darfield and in 
2011 Mike Smith, a member of Darfield History Society (which meets 
every Tuesday from 10am to 12 midday in Darfield Library), started to 
research the names on these memorials.  This was no easy task as all he 
had was rank, initial, and surname – often spelt incorrectly.  In 2014 I 
joined him in this research as we started to ‘flesh out the bones’ by   

checking census returns, parish records, military records and local     
newspaper reports.  It was hard work but tremendously interesting and 
rewarding.  It was also very humbling to read of these ordinary young 
men who suddenly found themselves in extraordinary circumstances.   

By now we had decided that we needed to make this 
information more widely available and would    
therefore publish it in book form.  In October 2016 

our book, ‘Darfield Remembers the First World War’, 

was launched by local MP Michael Dugher.  We     
immediately sold out of the first 100 copies on that 
first day.  We have since had two reprints. 

The book contains the names of 138 men, some of 
whom are from Houghton, Billingley and Low 
Valley as well as Darfield.  If the name appeared 

on any of the memorials it is included in the book.  

Additionally, we found a number of Darfield men who 
died in WW1 but were not on any of our memorials, 
and these are also included.  Each man has one A4 

page and some have two.  We have included photographs where possible, 
usually taken from the local papers of the time.  Suddenly, instead of 138 

names, we found that we had 138 real men, each with his own particular 
story.  Here are just a few – 

SAM BEDFORD was one of our youngest who had just turned 18 when he 

was killed on the first day of the Battle of the Somme, 1st July 1916.  He 
had lied about his age at enlistment with the 1st Barnsley Pals in          
September 1914.  His father, an ex-sergeant-instructor in the Black 
Watch, had committed suicide in March 1914 following years of ill health.  

Sam has no known grave and is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial. 

Another name on the Thiepval Memorial is THOMAS 
CONWAY, our oldest Darfield man to be killed, also on 

1st July 1916, at the age of 47.  He too had lied about 
his age on enlistment with the 1st Barnsley Pals in 

1915, shaving a few years off it.  He was born in    
Ireland, married in America and was living in Low   
Valley with his wife and children when he enlisted. 

The Rector of Darfield and also the Lord of the Manor 

both lost their eldest sons in the war.  CHARLES    

MALIN CLIFTON SORBY, son of Darfield rector,  
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Canon A E Sorby, was a 2nd Lieutenant who was aged 20 when he died 
from wounds in the Battle of Frezenberg Ridge in May 1915.  Letters show 
that he was highly regarded by all the men in his platoon and had carried 
out a daring rescue of his sergeant just days before his death.   

ERIC FRANCIS HOWARD TAYLOR was the son of the self-termed ‘Lord 
of the Manor’, Charles Howard Taylor of Middlewood Hall.  He was also a 
2nd Lieutenant and was killed at the age of 25 whilst ‘gallantly leading his 

men on an attack on a wood’. 

My great uncle, WALTER JOBLING, is in the book.  He was killed by a 
German sniper near Ypres in May 1918, aged 22.  He was one of the seven 
members of Darfield Church Bible Class who died in WW1 and who are 
commemorated on the processional cross in the church. 

WILLIAM JONES was ‘missing presumed killed’ in 

October 1917 during the Battle of Poelcapelle on 

Passchendaele Ridge in the terrible mud conditions 
for which Passchendaele was famous.  Two years 
later an article appeared in a local newspaper to say 
that his widow had been tricked out of £20 by a 
‘gypsy hawker’ who had told her that her husband 

was alive ‘in a big building across the water’ and had 
demanded the money before consulting the planets 
for more information.  The misery of many did not 

end with the end of the war. 

I could go on and on.  The book runs to 198 A4 pages and starts with a 

few pages of background information on Darfield in the run up to the war.  
The men are entered in the book in order of their date of death which 
helps to show how the war was progressing.  It can also be seen that 
some men spent years at the front, whilst others were there less than a 
week before being killed.  Some had over a year of training before being 

sent to the front, but others had just a few short weeks. 

 
 
 
All of them are rightly remembered and    
honoured in this book.  We hope that many 

more people will now come to know and love 
these men as we have done during our      

research.   
 
 
 

 

Kay Valentine,  Mem. 220  

Also member of Darfield History Society 
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THE DUNCAN FAMILY IN THE BARNSLEY AREA 

From the Archives, July 2004.  

Little did I realise how addictive family history can be, when I started to 

research my mother's family tree. Curiously her maiden name was ELLIS - 

coming from the Barnsley/Sheffield area - and she married an Ellis from 

Leeds, so she was unusual in that she didn't have to change her name on 

marriage. 

Her Mother, Emma DUNCAN was also unusual, as she was born in Egypt in 

1871. She returned to the smoke and grime of Barnsley with her sister, 

brother, and parents Charles DUNCAN and Emma (nee TAYLOR). 

Charles was and still is a bit of a mystery. He and his siblings lived,     

married, and died in the Barnsley area but he was different inasmuch as 

he had a job that took him to Egypt at about the time of the American Civil 

War. Evidence so far suggests that Charles was connected with the linen 

industry of Barnsley, possibly arranging the export of best Egyptian cotton 

in view of the blockade on American Confederate cotton.  

According to the marriage certificate and later census records, Charles was 

a civil engineer though it is difficult to imagine how he could have become 

qualified. Both his parents John Duncan and Mary, neé NEWTON, were 

handloom weavers living and working in one of those terrace houses with 

their damp cellars. As a civil engineer it would be normal to connect 

Charles' job in Egypt with the construction of the Suez canal, completed by 

the Frenchman de Lesseps in 1869. However his children were all born in 

small towns near to Alexandria on the Nile delta, so it would seem that his 

work had no connection with the construction of the Suez canal. 

The family returned to Barnsley in 1874, when it is assumed there was no 

further need for Egyptian cotton, though he may have still worked for 

one , the son of another licensee of the linen mills. By 1881 he was      

unemployed but little is known about this period of his life until in 1889 he 

took over the running of the Elephant and Castle pub in Hemmingfield, 

south of Wombwell. It had been run by his parents until the old man died 

aged 67, not a bad age considering the working conditions he experienced 

as a young man.  Mary, Charles' mother continued to live at the pub until 

she died in the Barnsley workhouse in 1901. I believe that this was also an 

infirmary and hospice at the time. 

Charles passed on the keys of the pub shortly after his daughter Emma, 

(my grandmother) married William Ellis, the son of another licensee, also 

William, from Attercliffe in 1897. It's more than likely that the young    

couple met via their parents' involvement in the pub trade. 

Shortly afterwards, my mother Maud Ann ELLIS was born in the Elephant  
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and Castle pub. Coincidentally this pub which is still going strong offering 

meals and good Yorkshire beer, - is situated alongside the old Elsecar and 

Dearne canal, - and guess what! - my own house 200 miles south backs 

on to a canal - showing that history can repeat itself. 

It's taken eight years to piece together this particular family puzzle and 

there are still missing bits and pieces. Fortunately I had some old family 

photos and memorabilia to start with, but much has been discovered and 

remembered over time. 

The search of the various publicly accessible documents has been the   

easier part, from BMDs to wills and census returns. But the more         

interesting parts are the discovery of old family graves in Barnsley,      

remarkably well preserved, and dating back to the 1860s and confirming 

all the documented dates. My sister also suddenly revealed that she had 

inherited an old cameo brooch from our great grandmother Emma.       

According to a jeweller, it was made in Italy in the 1860 - 1870s, probably 

a gift from Charles to his wife when they first met en route to Egypt or on 

their return home to industrial Barnsley. 

Richard Ellis, Mem. 322  

======#====== 

LOST ENGLISH 

English is a living language, constantly changing. For centuries we have 
taken words from other languages and made them our own. Bungalow, 

Jodhpurs, pyjamas, are examples of the way the Indian languages have 
become part of our own language. But often words and phrases get      
forgotten, they just drop out of use, the following are a few examples. 

Square Toes. This referred to a formal, precise, or finicky person, old 

fashioned and picky. Probably came from the square-toed boots they used 
to wear in their youth. 

Rabble-Fish. Cornish fishermen would sort their catches into saleable 
species and ‘rabble fish’. This was not good enough for market but was 
nutritious and good enough to feed their families. 

Tithe-Pig. One pig out of ten, given to the priest as a church-rate, or a 

donation to the church. 

Rum and Kidney Men. From around 1700, used to describe musicians 
who played at feasts and fairs, etc and lived mainly on the leftovers of any 

food served there. 

Jack in the Water. 19th century term used to describe an attendant 
waterman who would often have to stand in the water to assist travellers, 
for a tip.             

Editor 
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THE BLACK LIST 

Barnsley Annual Brewster Sessions  

held on Wednesday 24th September 1879 at the Town Hall, Barnsley. 

T. T. TAYLOR, Esq., presiding; 

also on the bench: The Mayor (B. MARSHALL, Esq.), J. KAYE, J. DYSON, 

and R. C. WILMOT, Esqs., and Capt. VINCENT. 

      Persons whose names appeared in the black list had been summoned 

before the court during the past year for offences against the tenure of 

their licences. 

Licensed Victuallers 

Sarah ALLOTT   Strafford Arms, Hoyland Nether. 
Charles BANNER   Royal Oak Inn, Hoyland Nether. 
Zachariah CHANDLER  Rose and Crown Inn, Darton. 
William CLARKE   Wine Shades, Barnsley. 

Samuel GILL  White Horse, Barnsley. 
John HOLLING   Gate Inn, Tankersley. 

John LOCKWOOD   White Hart Inn, Denby. 
James MIDGLEY   Bush Inn, Barnsley. 
Sarah Ann NIXON   Albion Inn, Barnsley. 
Lydia SENIOR   Friendship Inn, Barugh. 
Charles SHAW  Trafalgar Inn, Barnsley. 
Mary WILKINSON   Boy and Barrel, Barnsley. 

Ann YATES   Queen's Head, Barnsley. 

Beer Sellers 

Thomas AUDIN   Lord Nelson Inn, Hoylandswaine. 

Henry COLLUMBINE Darley Inn, Worsbro' Dale. 

Patrick FERRIGAN   Friendship Inn, Barnsley. 

William NORMAN   Wood Street Hotel, Barnsley. 

George STENTON   Queen's Hotel, Hoyland Nether. 

John SWIFT   Ring of Bells Inn, Barnsley. 
John TURNER   Rock Inn, Thurlstone. 

     The Chairman addressing them, said: ‘Now we have considered well 

over each separate case, and have arrived at the decision to renew your 

licences this time.’ 

     Superintendent George SYKES' who presented his annual report at the 

meeting, stated that 'there are at present 239 licensed victuallers within 

the Barnsley division … and 138 beer sellers who sell beer to be consumed 

on their premises.’ 

Reference:  
The Barnsley Chronicle, Saturday 27th September 1879, Issue No. 1084. 

Note: 
The Brewster Sessions were the "annual meetings of licensing justices to deal with 
the grant, renewal, and transfer of licences to sell intoxicating liquor". 

Jeff Chambers 
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SEARCHING FOR MY GRANDFATHER 

During much of my researches, the man I knew as my maternal ‘Grandad,’ 

was in fact my mother’s stepfather, Walter 

Sutcliffe. About her true father, Edward   

Hesford, she could offer very little           

information other than the fact that he had 

died in Ireland during World War I.        

Consequently; I spent a number of hours at 

the Family Records Centre whilst it was   

located  in Farringdon, but with no success 

at all. The one good clue she had was this 

photograph, showing quite an attractive 

couple of Edward and his young wife Ada 

(nee Dyson) and their infant daughter Edna, 

my mother, a photograph that I worked out 

must have been taken in early 1918, the 

year that Edward died. The letters RHA for 

Royal Horse Artillery, visible on his epaulet, 

proved to be a useful link for verification 

later, but for some time, this was all that I 

knew of him. 

It was whilst I was searching other ancestors in the very handy FreeBMD 

website that I put in estimated dates for Edward and suddenly came up a 

record of the death of an Edward Hesford at the Royal Herbert Hospital in 

Kidbrooke in 1918. A copy of his death certificate identified him as a    

gunner with the RHA, who died at the age of 22. And there he was. 

In compiling a family tree, I use the software from Ancestry, which also 

provided a number of prompts on to other pathways for ancestors, but it 

was not until I actually took out a subscription to the Ancestry website 

that the gates were opened up and within a short space of time I had   

details of Edward’s parents, his grandparents, great-grandparents and  

siblings, the number currently standing at some 20 individuals (this is not 

intended as a promotion of Ancestry, but I have found it to be a most   

useful source of information). Edward was actually born in Lowton,      

Lancashire, where the other members of his family also resided. This was 

quite a deviation from the standard location of Galley spouses, who rarely 

emanated from beyond the area between Notton and Ardsley, north and 

south of Barnsley over the 265+ years that I have so far uncovered. The 

1901 Census shows that according to the occupations of the Hesford’s 

neighbours, coal mining was very much the industry of Lowton, although 

Edward also had a number of silk weavers amongst his ancestry. 
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The Census of 1911 shows Edward, his parents and his seven siblings (the 

latter three of whom were born in Barnsley), residing at 27 Grafton Street, 

off Racecommon Road, Barnsley, a street I used to visit regularly each 

morning to pick up a friend en route to the Grammar School, ignorant then 

of the connection with my ancestors just a few doors away. At that point 

Edward’s father was working as a miner (a job he had back in Lancashire), 

whilst Edward, then aged 15, together with his brother John (14) were 

both employed underground as ‘pony drivers.’ At the time of his marriage, 

Edward had moved to Rhodes Terrace, Gold Street, and had progressed 

from ‘pony driver’ to ‘miner.’ ‘Pony driver” also seems to have been an 

occupation of more than one other of my ancestors. 

Further Internet browsing suddenly threw up this image of a very smart 

military headstone depicting the regimental badge of the RHA and        

inscribed: 

‘263979 Gunner E Hesford 

Royal Horse Artillery 

23rd July 1918  Age 22’ 

The location was given as Barnsley Cemetery – a site I had driven past 

probably hundreds of times in ignorance. (I subsequently found out that 

an enquiry on the Commonwealth War graves Commission’s website would 

immediately have given me the exact same information). A chat with the 

very helpful staff at the Regulatory Services (Bereavement Services) 

based at the Barnsley Crematorium provided a map showing the location 

of the grave, which I now have to visit on 

my next trip to Barnsley. 

My role as a researcher, firstly in industry 

and later in academia, has shown that: 

a) A starting point for family          

researchers is usually given as the 

memories of surviving relatives, yet    

reliance on human memory is not always 

constructive  

b) although the Internet is now an 

obvious source of information, there is 

usually a wide range of other sources that 

should be explored 

c) research is usually an open-ended 

affair - often on the basis that the more 

you know, the more you realize that you 

do not know. 
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I therefore need to dig further into Edward’s past and the background of 

his own ancestors. I am not yet fully aware of the reason for the family’s 

crossing of the Pennines, but in the period 1880-1920, mining as an     

industry in Lowton decreased heavily and between 1890 and 1930 the 

population there fell considerably. Examination of the birthplaces of his 

younger siblings show that the Hesford exodus took place between 1905 

and 1908. 

The next step was to request Edward’s military service records from those 

equally helpful people at the military records centre in Glasgow, a move 

that proved to be most fruitful when researching my father’s military    

service, providing, as it did, new information on matters not directly     

connected with the army. However, the request (together with my cheque) 

was returned with advice on visiting the National Archives, since the   

Glasgow centre holds military records only for those who left the army  

after 1922. 

The Barnsley telephone directory shows a number of Hesfords – perhaps 

not the most common of names - living around the town so perhaps some 

tentative enquiries might also turn up other descendants of Edward’s    

siblings. A survey of the records held by the Bereavement Service staff at 

the Crematorium might also turn up details of Dysons buried in the    

Barnsley cemetery? Watch this space. 

Michael Galley, Mem. 1837 

Postscript.  

Whilst researching for a PhD, I was advised that errors made by some  

researchers are frequently reiterated by others, hence my Professor 

stressed frequently the importance of referring to ‘original documentation.’ 

In the case of my family, I note that the village of Notton, where my   

family lived during the second half of the C18, was at some point        

transcribed as “Wotton”, an error that is repeated in a number of other 

family trees. Unfortunately, original documents are also prone to error; on 

the certificate of the second marriage of my grandmother Ada, “Hesford” 

suddenly becomes “Heshford,” whilst the family name on the 1773      

marriage entry of my g-,g-, g-, g-grandmother Elizabeth (which she 

signed with her mark) is listed as “Horbury or Holbury.” Intriguing stuff, 

this research. 

M. Galley 
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BITS N’ BOBS 

Dr Crookes and the Stolen Pig 

Early in 1830 the crime rate in the town went up drastically. Early on  
Sunday morning 10th January a fat pig belonging to Mr Shaw of Worsbro' 
Dale, supposing to weigh 20 stones, was stolen from the stye.  

It so happened that Dr Crookes of Barnsley had been called to Worsbro' 
Dale on a professional duty at a very hour. At about four a.m., near the 

place from which the animal had been taken, he met with two men driving 
a pig. He stopped them and charged them with stealing it, demanding to 
know what they intended to do with it. The men artfully told a  piteous 
tale, "Our landlord is going to sell us up for rent, and we are determined 
that he shall not have the pig, it being all we have of any value." 

The doctor's sympathies were aroused and he let them pass without     
further protest, only to find out later in the day how he had been duped! 

Reference: 

History of Barnsley, Eli Hoyle. 

======#====== 

Heavy Sleepers  

Nine days later, also in Worsbro' Dale an even more daring affair took 

place. Thieves entered the house of a Mr Wadsworth whilst he and his 
family were sleeping. The criminals cleared the main items of furniture 

from the downstairs rooms, then went upstairs, broke into a box and    
abstracted £11 and got clear away without waking the family. On the 
Thursday following, a butcher's shop in New Street was broken into, and a 
quantity of meat stolen for the third time in three weeks.  

(Not the same piece of meat we hope! Editor) 

 Reference: 

History of Barnsley, Eli Hoyle. 

======#====== 

Naming your child after a soft drink could be seen as a little bit faddish, 
but that did not deter the parents of young 

DIOT COKE 

Researchers at the National Archives said that the girl, born in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire was the unfortunate victim of a corruption of the name 

Dionisia.  

They added that the surname was believed to be a variation of the name 

Cook. However, Mr. and Mrs. Cook can probably be forgiven, DIOT was 
born in 1379. History does not record whether she got much stick in the 
playground! 

Reference: 

Extracted from a Local Free Paper, 2004. 
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HOW DID CHARLES NEWTON DIE? 

Archive, July 2005 

I had never really thought about my ancestors until my grandson, William, 

was born. Suddenly realising that my family name of Newton would    

disappear without a trace, and what was even worse, William could not 

represent Yorkshire at cricket, him being a Man Of Kent (how awful)!   

Carrying the stigma of being called Dutson, living in Kent he would have 

no affinity to the West Riding of Yorkshire, and I thought it wasn’t right for 

the lad to grow up and not know from whence he came. 

Having read the magazines and obtaining lots of advice and ideas how to 

get started, off I went to trace my ancestors. Obviously my parents were 

easy to plot, and I must pay tribute to my sister Carole, who knew and 

remembered more than I. Even the grandparents were little trouble,    

except my paternal grandfather, James Newton, we remember him but I 

cannot find when he died.  We know it happened at Broad Cut, Clader 

Grove around 1946/47 and rather than get hung up trying to trace more 

details I decided to plod on and go to the next line, his father Charles 

Newton. 

Charles was born 15th March 1854 in Higham, Darton. He and Clara Sykes 

were married on 26th December 1880 at the Parish Church in Thornhill. 

They lived at South Lane, Netherton, Sitlington. The 1891 census has 

them at the same address with five children. In the 1901 census, Charles 

had disappeared and Clara was a widow, now head of the household and 

with ten children. 

Eventually I traced great grandfather Charles' death, and with the relevant 

numbers ordered his death certificate. The date of death was shown as 

20th April 1899 but you cannot imagine my surprise when the certificate 

arrived and showed cause of death as 

 'Accidentally crushed between the buffers of 2 coal wagons on the Lister  

Kayes Railway- instant death'. The certificate also stated 

 'Certificate received from Thomas Taylor, Coroner for Yorkshire. Inquest 

held 21 April 1899.' The Coroner certainly didn't waste any time! 

I needed to look into this further, so I rang the West Yorkshire Archives 

Office in Wakefield to see if they held the Coroner's report for the period in 

question and to my relief they did! 

I rang the Archives Office  and made an appointment to visit. On checking 

in I was shown how the archives are stored and how to find a particular 

piece of information. However as I was looking for Thomas Taylor's    

Coroner's Report I was given an A5 size notebook, handwritten by the 

Coroner, and a pair of white cotton gloves.  
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I didn't know what to expect but reading the entries I wasn't totally     

prepared for what I was about to see as I found the relevant entry. 

"Clara Newton told the inquest that she lived in South Lane, Netherton, 

and that she was the widow of the deceased who was 45 years old and a 

stoker on a colliery locomoative (sic) engine. Also he has always been 

strong, healthy, and active. She also told the Coroner that Charles left 

home at the usual time of ten minutes to six o'clock, and his body was 

brought home about noon. 

"Alan Walker, the driver of the engine, told how they had made 2 or 3 

trips that morning and arrived at the old shed at Netherton to pick up a 

coal wagon from the siding. Charles then got off the engine to change the 

points so the engine could back up to couple with the wagon. Alan could 

not see Charles, and not seeing any signals, stopped the engine and got 

off to see where he was. Walker found Charles lying beyond the coal 

wagon on his back, he did not move, he was dead. A little blood was about 

his mouth, he'd been crushed between the buffers of two coal wagons. The 

coupling stick was on the engine, and Walker could not tell why Charles 

was so far back as he would face the engine when he lifted the brake. 

"Emma Hampshire, wife of John Hampshire of South Lane, gave evidence. 

The afternoon the body was brought home she helped undress, wash, and 

lay out the body of Charles Newton. She said that the right shoulder 

seemed to be crushed, a little blood came from his mouth when they 

turned the body over, but there were no other signs of injury." The    

Coroner's verdict was 'Accidentally Killed'. 

Charles left his wife with nine children, plus one on the way, and hard 

times ahead for his family. 

Jack Newton 

======#====== 

DESPERATE CHARACTERS 

At the Pontefract Sessions April 1829 Peter Haigh was convicted of   

stealing a piece of printed cloth, property of Joseph Speight and sentenced 

to be transported for life. John Martin and James Walker, for stealing 

seven pieces of linen cloth at Worsboro, each received three months hard 

labour. John Westerman and George Cutts were indicted for feloniously 

embezzling the sum on £1, the property of Thomas Wilkinson of Barnsley. 

Westerman got three months’ imprisonment, but Cutts was liberated. 

Editor 
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BODY SNATCHERS IN BARNSLEY, 1829 

Most people have heard of the Irishmen William Burke and William Hare, 
convicted of murder and body-snatching in Edinburgh in 1829. Newly   

buried bodies in good condition 
would fetch up to £10 from the  
Edinburgh University School of 
Medicine, primarily from Dr. Robert 

Knox, lecturer in anatomy. A fresh 
corpse would  provide  information 
on disease, as well as the 

'mechanics' of the human body, its 
workings and weaknesses. Burke 
and Hare fell into the trade almost 
by accident,  according to some 
reports of the time.  

The two Irish immigrant labourers, 
staying in cheap lodgings in            
Edinburgh, lived near an old man 
who they found dead one day in the 
lodging house and wondered what 
they should do. An acquaintance 

pointed them in the direction of the 

university and commented on their 
good luck. Apparently the two men knew nothing of the trade in bodies 
until this time, but soon realised that a fortune could be made if only 
enough bodies could be found. They decided that the   obvious thing would 
be to produce their own sources by murdering the solitary, the old,      

diseased, and frail, of the city. This was their downfall, digging the bodies 
up was bad enough, but killing people was just too much! 

There are well documented sources1 for details of their trial and nobody 

was surprised when William Burke was sentenced to death and hanged 
29th January 1829. However, what may surprise many people is that 

Barnsley was once a centre of supply of corpses for the University of    
Edinburgh's School of Medicine. The story was reported in several local 
newspapers2, on 7 February 1829, a week after Burke's death. I have to 
admit that the wording in these newspapers is very similar, and perhaps 
they all had the same source. However, here is the outline of the story. 

It seems that for 'some time' a man and his wife, lodging with a Samuel 
Howarth in Beckett Square, had been seen around the town with money to 

spend and no obvious source of income.  Beckett Square was one of the 
areas inhabited primarily by weavers and their families, a close-knit    
community that would   notice an outsider.  One report states that the 
man was a scot, who went by the name of Yeardley, though how accurate 
this is, is hard to tell.  Constable Carnelley, the local policeman, had been 

keeping an eye on the couple and had noted that they often took  
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delivery of boxes from Sheffield that arrived by stage-wagon. They had 
also been seen delivering items to the stage office for delivery elsewhere. 

On Tuesday January 3rd 1829 the man and woman brought a box into the 
staging office, Carnelley followed them and had the box opened. Inside 
was the body of a male child of about two years, with flaxen hair. and a 
ringworm on the side of the head about which the hair had been cut away. 
The couple were arrested and committed to the Low Grate Prison in Gas 

Nook. The body was sent to the Workhouse in St Mary's Place to be      

exposed for the purpose of identification but nobody claimed the child. 

The crowd moved from the workhouse to the St Mary's burial ground 
where they began to uncover the most recent interments. Digging up the 
grave of his own dead four year old child, a local man found that the coffin 
was empty except for the shroud. Still the other small body was             

unidentified. Anger amongst the townspeople was running high, especially 
when certain tools were found at the house in Beckett Square; a wooden 

spade, used to dull the sound of digging at night; and a large crowbar, 
used to force the lids of coffins. These were taken by the police to be used 
as evidence.    

A few days later it was proved that the small boy had been brought from 
Sheffield to Barnsley in a hamper, and was identified as the child of James 
Bradshaw of Attercliffe. On 10th January a man named Peter Stuart, alias 
William Yeardley was taken from Barnsley to face the Sheffield Magistrates 

and committed for trial. The charge was 'Violating a grave in Attercliffe 
Churchyard, by stealing therefrom, the body of a child about 18 months 

old.' 

It was further proved in evidence that the body had been sent in a hamper 
to Barnsley, where it was collected by the accused who then tried to     
forward it to a Mary Jones, 1 Princes Street, Edinburgh, but was prevented 

when he was arrested.  

Mr Bradshaw was provided with the means to decently re-bury his child, at 
the expense of the County, and several of the Justices spoke 'with        
severity' regarding the outrages, known and undiscovered. Stuart (or 
Yeardley) and his wife were committed to the next Pontefract Sessions, 

April 27th, He was sentenced to twelve months' hard labour. There is no 
record of the sentence for his wife, if in fact she was ever committed for 
trial. News reports have always been a little untrustworthy, it has always 
been advisable to read several sources in order to reach the truth. 

Maggie Bennett 
Reference: 

1   History of Burke & Hare, Mc Gregor, Edinburgh 1884, The Scotsman,   

     Edinburgh Evening Courant, Jan. 29th and Feb. 7th 1829. 

2   Leeds Intelligencer, The Scotsman, Sheffield Independent, Yorkshire  

     and Derbyshire Advertiser, all  Feb 7th 1829. 

Picture courtesy of Pinterest. 
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COMING SOON 

The next edition will contain the first few pages of Walter Bennett’s WW1 

diary which has been produced by his grandson, Clive Bennett, from the 

small personal diaries. Clive (right of the photo) has privately published 

the diaries, a copy of which he presented to our Society Chairman John 

Westerman and Elaine Jackson, our membership secretary (centre). On 

the left is a representative of the Yorks. & Lancs. Regimental Museum, 

Clifton Park, Rotherham, S65 2AA where the presentation took place on 

25th May this year. Members of Clive’s family were present having       

travelled across the world to be there. 

Walter kept a short daily record of everything that happened to him     

between 1915 and 1917, when he was sent home from France. He was 

wounded for the second time in his service, at Arras.  His diary entry reads 

simply:  

Mon. 7th May 1917 ‘Arras, Windmill, Oppy wood. Wounded, gunshot 

and fracture left thigh (severe)’ 

He records how he received the Carrel-Dakin treatment; regular irrigation 

of wounds with antiseptic fluid pumped through surgically placed rubber 

tubes. The fluid was a mixture of Chlorine and sodium hydroxide and was 

proved to be very effective in emergency situations like the ones in the 

trenches.  

Walter was a devout churchgoer and his friends in St Peter’s Church    

Hoyland were concerned for his safety. A group of them got together in 

June 1917 and wrote a letter to cheer him up, the signatories are listed on 

the following page.  

© Barnsley Family History Society 2017



24 

  Volume 25 Number 3 July 2017 

LETTER TO WALTER BENNETT 

     The names below are extracted from a letter sent to Walter Bennett on 

10th June 1917, from members of the Men’s Bible class of St Peter’s 

church, Hoyland.  The letter was sent to Walter, after hearing that he had 

been wound for a second time and returned back to ‘dear old Blighty.’ 

Tom H. ARMITAGE Horace FAWCETT Colin MELLOR 

Arthur BAILEY Elijah FLETCHER Arthur P. NEWBY 

Jesse BAILEY Charles Henry FRETWELL  James NUNN 

Maurice CHAMBERS Jack GARNETT Willie OGDEN 

Horace CHAPMAN Joseph GARNETT Jack ROUND 

Joseph CROSSLAND Beaumont GUEST Ralph SHARMAN 

E. A. CUNNINGHAM John HARVEY Frank SHIRES 

Frank CUNNINGHAM Joseph HAWKINS William WATKINSON 

Tom DARWIN  James HOLLINGSWORTH John WHITTAKER 

Clayton DICKINSON Fred IZZARD Percy WILLIAMSON 

Colin DICKINSON Walter William KENYON Smith WILLIS 

Thomas DICKINSON Harry LANG A. V. WOODYCLIFFE 

J. H. EASTWOOD Charlie MANN  Mark YEARDLEY  

Reference: 

Personal Diary Entries of Walter Bennett (Born 1895) 1915-1918, Clive 

Bennett,  Privately published, 2015.  

Copy available in the Barnsley FHS library. 

     If you recognise any of the names, and can add a little family       

background information, Clive BENNETT (Walter’s grandson) would love to 

hear from you.   

Please direct all correspondence to the editor:  editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 
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WWI TIMELINE  

1st JULY 1917 TO 26th SEPTEMBER 1917 

1 July  Russian troops begin the Kerensky Offensive attempting to recapture 

  the city of Lemberg (Lvov) on the Eastern Front.  The Germans are  

  lying in wait, fully aware of the battle plans which have been leaked  

  to them. The Russians attack along a 40-mile front but suffer from a  

  jumble of tactical problems including a lack of artillery coordination,  

  poor troop placement, and serious disunity within the ranks reflecting 

  the divisive political situation back home.  The whole offensive  

  disintegrates within five days. Sensing they might break the Russian  

  Army, the Germans launch a furious counter-offensive and watch as  

  Russian soldiers run away. 

2 July  Agreement signed at The Hague for the exchange of combatant and  

  civilian British and German prisoners of war. 

  First regular convoy of merchant ships sails from Hampton Roads,  

  Virginia, USA.  

4 July  Concerted attack by German submarines on United States transports  

  defeated.  

6 July   Conscription Bill carried in Canadian House of Commons. 

7 July   Severe aeroplane raid on England (Margate and London; casualties  

  250, mostly civilian: last on London by daylight). 

9 July   H.M.S. "Vanguard" sunk by internal explosion at Scapa Flow. 

11 July  British attack on Ramadi (Mesopotamia) ends 14th July.  

17 July Proclamation by King George V declaring that the name of Windsor is  

  to be borne by his Royal House and Family and relinquishing the use  

  of all German titles and dignities. 

18 July  Battle of Galicia begins: German Counter-Offensive on the Eastern  

  Front. Ends 28th July.  

19 July  The Reichstag passes Resolution as to German War Aims. 

28 July  Tank Corps formed in British Army. 

31 July Battle of Pilckem Ridge begins: the British attempt once more to  

  break through the German lines, this time by attacking positions east 

  of Ypres, Belgium.  However, by now the Germans have vastly  

  improved their trench defences including well-positioned artillery.   

  Although the British 5th Army succeeds in securing forward trench  

  positions, further progress is halted by heavy artillery barrages from  

  the German 4th Army and being hampered by rainy weather.   

1 August End of first phase of Battle of Marasesti. 

  The Pope sends a note to belligerent Governments appealing for  

  peace.  

3 August Mutiny breaks out in German Fleet at Wilhelmshaven. 

6 August Second phase of Battle of Marasesti begins, ends on 3rd September. 

10 August The British resume their attack at Ypres, focusing on German artillery 

  positions around Gheluvelt. The attack produces few gains as the  

  Germans effectively bombard and then counter-attack. Six days later, 

  the British try again, with similar results. The entire Ypres offensive  

  then grinds to a halt as British Army Commander Douglas Haig  

  ponders his strategy. 
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14 August   China declares war on Germany and Austria-Hungary. 

15 August    Battle of Hill 70 (Lens) begins and ends on 25th August. 

16 August    Battle of Langemarck 1917 (Ypres), begins , ends on 18th August. 

17 August     Eleventh Battle of the Isonzo begins, and ends on 12th September. 

18 August   British, French, and Italian Governments conclude provisional  

    arrangement with regard to future policy in Asia Minor. 

20 August   "Second Offensive Battle" of Verdun begins. 

21 August   German airship "L.-23" destroyed in North Sea. 

22 August   Last German aeroplane raid on England by daylight. 

1 September   Battle of Riga begins On the Eastern Front, the final Russian battle in 

    the war begins as the Germans attack toward Riga. The German 8th  

    Army utilizes new storm troop tactics devised by General Oskar von  

    Hutier.  Bypassing any strong points as they move forward, storm  

    troop battalions armed with light machine-guns, grenades and flame 

    throwers focus on quickly infiltrating the rear areas to disrupt  

    communications and take out artillery. The Russian 12th Army, under 

    General Kornilov, is unable to hold itself together amid the storm  

    troop attacks and abandons Riga, then begins a rapid retreat along  

    the Dvina River, pursued by the Germans. 

    Battle of Jugla begins and ends 3rd September. 

2 September   First German aeroplane raid on England by moonlight by more than  

    one aeroplane. 

3 September   Riga captured by German forces. 

    Severe plane raid on Kent by moonlight (Casualties about 230,  

    mostly military). 

4 September   German aeroplanes for the first time raid London by night in force. 

    German submarine appeared at about 7 pm., off the Scarborough  

     coast and opened fire two miles from the shore.  A dozen shells fell  

    on the crowded sea shore.  Others fell in the town.  Mine-sweepers  

    returned fire, the submarine submerged and disappeared. Three  

    persons were killed and five injured.  Structural damage was slight.   

5 September   Battle of Riga ends. 

6 September   Sir Eric Geddes appointed First Lord of the Admiralty. 

11 September  First party of repatriated British prisoners reaches England from  

    Switzerland. 

15 September  Russia proclaimed a Republic by the Provisional Government 

20 September  Battle of the Menin Road Ridge (Ypres) begins.  A revised British  

    strategy begins at Ypres designed to wear down the Germans.  It  

    features a series of intensive, narrowly focused artillery and troop  

    attacks with limited objectives, to be launched every six days.  The  

    first such attack, along the Menin Road toward Gheluvelt, produces a 

    gain of about 1,000 yards with 22,000 British and Australian  

    casualties.  Subsequent attacks yield similar results. 

25 September  Battle of the Menin Road Ridge (Ypres) ends. 

    Anglo-French Conference assembles in Boulogne to discuss an 

    Italian offensive and the extension of the British front in France. 

26 September  Battle of Polygon Wood (Ypres) begins. 

Jeff Chambers 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2017



27 

  Volume 25 Number 3 July 2017 

THE TEMPERANCE (ODDFELLOWS) HALL, PITT STREET, BARNSLEY 

     TEMPERANCE HALL, a fine building of the Ionic Order, still stands 

majestically amongst the modern parts of Pitt Street and is now known as 

“Panama Joe’s “. This is how the building was described in 2002 by Phil 

Norman when he wrote about it for the ‘Archive Connection’ a Local      

History group in the Town. The picture over the page shows a sadder and 

more recent building. 

     It was built by the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the foundation 

stone being laid by G. H. Smith on the 18th of July 1836, to a plan by W. J. 

Hindle, an eminent local architect, who also built the Commerce Building 

on Church Street. The building costs were £1,100 which sum was raised 

by the issue of shares at £1 each.  

     The Independent Order of Odd Fellows was a Friendly Society         

established in 1810 and its rites were imitative of Freemasonry. Friendly 

Societies are derived from the Tradesmen’s Guilds. Each guild had three 

levels “Apprentice”, “Fellow” and “Master”. After serving a suitable length 

of time an “Apprentice” could expect to become a “Fellow” and after     

producing a “Master” piece would progress in due course to the “Master” 

level whereby he would be able to start his own business. Existing 

“Masters” fearing their own businesses would suffer if too many new 

“Masters” started in competition tried to prevent “Fellows” becoming 

“Masters” by making the qualifications too strict. One such qualification 

was the necessity to purchase an expensive livery. This led to disputes and        

industrial unrest. Fellows unable to become Masters in there own guild 

joined forces and formed the Odd Fellows Guild named because they were 

(Odd) “Fellows” from a cross section of all the tradesmen’s guilds. In 1944 

the Order had a membership of 759,000 and funds of £23,529,000 and 

still survives to this day. Unsubstantiated claims are made that the       

Romans brought the Friendly Society doctrine to Britain in 100 AD. (For a 

more detailed history of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows visit their 

web site). 

     In 1836 Thomas Batty held the licence, followed in 1837 by Thomas 

Towers. His licence was rescinded in 1838 for reasons unknown. The next 

persons to hold licences were, 1839 Thomas Wheatley, 1848 to 1868   

Thomas Dale and 1869 to 1873 Benjamin Hague. Unfortunately the Hall 

was unable to continue serving the purpose for which it was intended due 

to the embarrassed financial state of the Society and within a few years it 

was sold at auction to be used as a furniture warehouse. 

In 1880 the building was purchased by the Temperance Society, from 

which it got the name Temperance Hall, no doubt a licence would no 

longer be required. 
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     The anti-spirits movement of Scotland and Ireland spread to the textile 
towns of Lancashire and Yorkshire in the 1830s and broadened to become 
the Temperance Society. Temperance Halls sprang up and reforming    

advocates of temperance held emotional mass meetings where hard  

drinkers were encouraged to “sign the pledge” and renounce the  demon 

drink. The Temperance Movement with its “Band of Hope” continued its 
crusade against alcohol well into the 20th century. 

     Twenty-five years later J. Ray used it as a school. Then in 1909 it    
became Royal Canadian Pictures and remained so until 1923 when it    

became the Cosy Picture House, I imagine it probably lived up to it’s 
name. 

     The Temperance Hall remained a cinema until 1946 when it became 
the Central School of Dancing. J. W. Farnsworth purchased it in 1952 and 
for many years it was used as a clothes warehouse also holding good 
stocks of shoes and boots. At the time of building the Hall, Pitt Street was 
acknowledged as “The Best Street in Barnsley”. This was mentioned by Sir 

Nikolaus Pevsner in his well-known series “The Buildings of England” in 
which he also noted other buildings of merit on Pitt Street including St. 
George’s Church by Rickman, Pitt Street Methodist Church, St. Catherine’s 

Terrace and St, Georges Place, all of which have vanished into the dust. 

Reference: 

Local Historical Detail by Gerald J. Alliott 

Additional information by Phil Norman 

Article first appeared in Archive Connection. Picture, 1980 from Yococo   
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WHEN I WIN THE LOTTERY! 

How many times have most of us said that, in spite of the fact that we 
may not have bought a ticket? I've certainly said it but haven't bought a 
ticket in years as I think the odds are against me winning anything.    
However, the idea of the National Lottery wasn't new when it was        
introduced by John Major's government in 1994, as a franchise operated 
by the Camelot Group.  

In 1567 Queen Elizabeth 1 had realised that overseas trade was the way 

to go in order to expand England's influence abroad and make money for 
her exchequer. Her problem was that England didn't have enough long 
distance ships that could cover the sea miles and carry trade goods out of 
England and return with other goods for sale at home. Another problem 
was that many of the new lands open to trade didn't have suitable ports 

where ships could tie up alongside a wharf so that goods could be 
unloaded.  Many of our English ports also needed repairs and extensions.   

Problem number three was her lack of cash to build these ships and port 
services so she and her advisers hit upon the idea of allowing the public to 
invest in the plan.  

Sea travel was risky, and the possibility of shipwreck due to natural       
disaster, piracy, and other man-made woes, would mean that return on 
investment was far from certain. There had to be another incentive to  
persuade the public to part with their money.  

A poster advertising the prizes to be won in Queen Elizabeth’s Lottery in 1567 
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There doesn't seem to be any record of who first had the idea of a lottery, 
but according to the British Museum Archive, 40,000 tickets went on sale 
at 10s each, too much for the rabble (like me), but a reasonable gamble 
for the wealthy.  

The list of prizes was impressive; first prize was to the value of £5,000, 
paid as £3,000 cash, and £700 worth of plate, with the balance paid in 
tapestries and good quality linen. This was a huge amount and well worth 

the gamble. Even the 11th prize  at the bottom of the list, was an        

acceptable return, £150 cash, £50 in plate, with tapestry and linen to the 
value of £50 making the overall win £250, not much in today's money, but 
a very acceptable amount for the winner.  

As another incentive to buy into the lottery, all ticket holders, winners or 
not, were to be free from arrest for all crimes for life, other than murder, 

felonies, piracy, or treason. For some this alone would have been enough 
to invest their life savings if they had any! Sales of the tickets were brisk, 

and soon sold out but the public had to wait until January 11th 1569 for the 
draw which took place at the West door of St Paul's cathedral. 

I couldn't find out who had the first winning ticket, but as with any     
gamble, the real winner was the person who held the lottery.  

Elizabeth got her ships, her ports, and her repairs, though our ancestors 
probably benefitted from jobs and perhaps better wages for a while. 

The State Lottery in England seems to have continued for almost three 

hundred years, the last was drawn on October18th 1826. Sources suggest 
that the abolition of the State Lottery removed from government coffers, 

funds to the tune of £250,000 to £300,000 annually.  It was abolished in 
order to remove the inducement to gamble, considered to be a great 
moral evil, to the detriment of society and to individuals. It also made 
some people think less about working for a living and hoping for an easy 
life once they won. It seems that the State Lotteries were annual affairs, 
not weekly like today, and many people would be involved in what were 

known as 'little goes' 

The 'little goes' were legal, and run on the same system as the State    
Lottery but were lower value and more frequent, drawn every couple of 
months. They were often operated by the State Lottery mechanism, from 
the Lottery office, and by Lottery clerks.  

As with the modern lottery there are stories about winners and losers. The 
person who chose the same numbers week after week and won nothing so 

changed his choice, only to have his original numbers come up.  
The Cheapside grocer who in 1770, bought four consecutive numbered 

tickets and decided the chances of one of them being drawn were low.  

He took one back and exchanged it for another only to have the original 

number chosen for the first prize of £20,000, won by a Captain Towry, of 

Isleworth. 
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There are very sad examples of gambling fixations too. In the reign of 

George the second, a servant spent his twenty-years of savings on two 

lottery tickets, only to end his life when neither was drawn. He had written 

down his hopes and dreams for the future; marriage, good food and an 

easy life, all dependent on the draw of a lottery ticket!  

Editor 

Reference: 

British Museum  Archives.  

Whitham's Almanack 1889 published by Alfred Whitham New Street Print-

ing Works Barnsley. 

 

======#====== 

THE PEEL STREET WELL 

Road repairs on the West side of Peel Street caused some consternation in 

the mid 1950s when a workman using a pick struck something that felt 

decidedly odd! 

On checking more closely the man realised he'd found a well, 26 feet deep 

and holding about 12 feet of water. Two small oak trees were growing 

over the mouth of the well, they were untrimmed and had obviously been 

there for some time as the wood was about the thickness of a man's arm. 

 This turned out to be fortunate, as they were the only support for the 

roadway and the heavy traffic that had used the road for years. Research 

indicated that the well had once been the main water supply for local   

people and had been known as the Peasehill Well. 

Reference: 

From a report in the Civic Review, Jan. 1956. 

A Personal Invitation from the Editor 

Now it’s your turn.  Everyone has a story to tell! 

If you’ve enjoyed reading the articles in this issue, why not write a piece 

for a future issue of the journal?  Please contact the editor, Maggie:  

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk   

who will offer assistance, and any encouragement you might need.  

Remember, every journey starts with the first step. 
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NEW MEMBERS AND THEIR INTERESTS 

1845    Mr. Charlie PARKER 

1847    Ms. Celia RENSHAW  

 DANFORTH  Glasgow  LKS  1881-2017 

 DANFORTH  Hoyland Nether WRY  1790-2017 

 DANFORTH  Thornhill  WRY  1401-2017 

 DUKE   Hoyland Nether WRY  1700-1770 

 FLEETWOOD  Darton  WRY  1700-1760 
 HINCH  Darton  WRY  1600-1712 
 MAY   Farnley Tyas WRY  1800-1835 
 MAY   Huddersfield  WRY  1750-1835 
 SLADEN  Darton  WRY  1650-1750 

 WALKER  Darton  WRY  1700-1820 

 WATSON  Darton  WRY  1700-1800 

 

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS - UPDATED  

1846     Miss. Jacqueline TURNER 

 TURNER  Elsecar  WRY  1861-1975 
 TURNER  Hoyland  WRY  1861-1975 
 TURNER  Wentworth  WRY  1861-1975 

 

Elaine Jackson 

======#====== 

A WARTIME RECIPE FOR MINTOES 

3 Tablespoons treacle 

3 Tablespoons sugar 

½ oz butter or margarine 

1½ teaspoons peppermint essence 

1 tin household powdered milk 

Put treacle, sugar, marg., and peppermint into a pan and boil for 5 mins. 

Remove from stove and leave to cool for 3 mins. Quickly beat in the milk 
powder then turn onto a baking board and knead in. Roll out the       

mixture, cut and roll into balls, or into small squares. Do this quickly as 

the mixture sets very fast. This made about 80 sweets, very good for 
young children. 

Article from Alex Clark, out of his mum’s 1922 recipe book.  

(Archive, 2002) 
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TWO OLD WOMEN ... 

The natural and unremarkable deaths of two old women of the town were 
recorded by Eli Hoyle in his History of Barnsley and the Surrounding     
District. Both were well known to the town, both lived to a great age and 
in their own way they were both respected, and for different reasons, but I 
wonder why Mr. Hoyle felt the need to record their deaths in his History. 

Mary Davidson, aged 90 was the widow of a 

labourer, recorded only as J. Harrison, died on 
January 20th 1848. She had been born in an 
ancient cottage on Earl Fitzwilliam's land. With 
the exception of five years when she worked in 
service half a mile away from home she spent 
the whole of her life in the same home. At the 
end of her life the roof collapsed and she     

reluctantly went to live with one of her sons. 

For her last three years she had stayed in her 
room, and a short time before she died she 
lost her sight, but kept her memory, hearing, 
and appetite to the last. A great number of 
relatives and friends followed her to the burial. She was the mother of 
eleven children, of which ten were yet alive, the grandmother of 76, of 

whom 45 were living, and the great grandmother of 95, of whom 69 were 

living at the time of her death. She brought up her children without help 
from the parish for which the Agricultural Society awarded her a payment 
of £5. Her burial journey was the longest she had ever made. 

Peggy Airey, also known as Margaret Maggott, was a well known      
character in the town before she died on 

January 23rd 1848 aged 89. She was short 
and stiff, and usually wore a bright red cloak 

that gave her a picturesque appearance and 
for many years she lived in an almost      
solitary house on the Barebones. She always 
carried a stick but as she walked about the 
town her eyes were always on the gutter, 

searching for bits of coal or sticks which she 
would collect for fuel. Some of the well-to-do 

of the town would keep scraps for her and 
whilst she waited for these she would tell the 
fortunes of servant girls.  

Her custom at Christmas was to visit the 
wealthy and wish them the compliments of 

the season. In her later years she was much troubled by the children of 
the town who would chase behind her, pulling her dress to provoke her 
into uttering those dry sayings for which she was famous.  
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Her portrait (not this picture) was once painted by Mr Hold, and used to 
hang in the refreshment bar opposite the Station Yard, in Regent Street.  

… AND SEVERAL OLD MEN 

July 10th 1849 was the day Samuel Cooper died. He was a member of the 
firm of Field, Cooper and Company, owners of extensive coal and        
ironworks at Worsbro' and also a member of the company of Cooper, Field, 
and Hood, the ironfounders, in Leeds.  

Mr Cooper was a linen manufacturer in Barnsley for 36 years but retired 
from this business in 1840, to the great regret of his workmen. Barnsley 
was indebted to him for the introduction of Russian Ducks and Drabbets*. 
His parents were involved in the Sheffield trade but he was sent to   
Barnsley to learn the linen trade and apprenticed to old Jimmy Wilson, of 
Jumble Lane, to learn to weave. It will be remembered that Wilson's son 
ran away to enlist, and rose to the rank of Commissioned Officer.  

*Ducks and Drabbets are types of cloth made from linen. Duck is a strong 
and hardwearing cloth but I'm afraid I don't know what Drabbets are. If 
anyone can tell me I'd be very grateful.  

Editor 

======#====== 

Do you know where this is?  

If so let me know what memories you have of it, drop an email, or a letter 
to me.  

Editor 
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SYLVESTER'S CHAIN 

In the early 1660s, Barnsley blacksmith, Thomas Sylvester, had a nagging 

wife. She became so cantankerous that Thomas decided he'd had enough 

and took off to seek his fortune in London. By 1664 he was established in 

a good smithy where his three sons, John, Thomas, and Edward joined 

him. 

This was a period of strong rivalry between England and Holland and not 

always in our favour. We had lost our great Admiral Blake and it seemed 

that there was no-one to fill his shoes, the British fleet was weak and 

other means of protection for our ports was sought. The story goes that 

somebody had the idea of placing a great chain across the Thames, below 

London in order to protect the city and its docks. A large reward was 

offered to anyone who could produce a chain strong enough and long 

enough to do the job. Against advice, Thomas Sylvester decided to 

attempt job, and he succeeded. 

Whatever the truth of the matter, it is certain that the Sylvester's had a lot 

of work from the Admiralty at Portsmouth and Gosport. State papers of 

1664 and other years record that Edward Sylvester was employed to make 

and lay a chain across the mouth of the river at Portsmouth. In papers for 

1666 Edward petitions for moneys owed to him by the government, with 

which he could make 30 or 40 anchors, then very much needed at 

Portsmouth. That same year Edward complained to the government that 

he couldn't get men to work for him due to the outbreak of plague in the 

land. Therefore, he states, he will not be able to complete the chain by 

Michaelmas. However, the chain was made and placed across the river, 

London enjoyed a short period of security and Samuel Pepys remarked on 

it in his famous Diaries. Sadly this didn't last. 

In June 1667 the Dutch fleet sailed up the Thames, destroyed shipping in 

the Medway, attacked Gravesend, and destroyed the fort at Sheerness. 

The chain held, however, and old ships were sunk downstream of it in an 

attempt to strengthen the barrier. The Dutch sent fire ships against the 

barrier, broke the chain, and burnt the guard ships.  

According to one family tree seen by Eli Hoyle, Thomas Sylvester died at 

Darton, he and his sons are described as being 'of the Tower of London'. 

John the eldest son moved into Birthwaite Hall and died on May 5th 1772. 

Darton Church had a fine monument to the family, placed there by his 

Nephew and successor Edward Sylvester.    

Editor 

Reference: 

Eli Hoyle’s History Of Barnsley and the Surrounding District, volume 1, page 377. 
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SEARCH SERVICES  

The Society is offering all its members six free searches during the year. You don‘t 

have to use them all at once, they can be spread out over the year. Arrangements 

for non-members remain the same.                                                 Elaine LEWIS 

Baptisms  

Barnsley Ebenezer  

Methodist New Connexion 1862-1973  

Barnsley St. George 1832-1844  

Barnsley St. Mary              1813-1837  

Barnsley Wesleyan           1839-1910  

Bretton Chapelry 1813-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints          1800-1844  

Darton All Saints                1813-1822  

Royston St. John  1813-1831  

Silkstone All Saints  1813-1840  

Wentworth Wesleyan  1849-1980  

Wortley St. Leonard  1813-1856 

Marriages  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1837  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1837  

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1837  

Darton All Saints  1813-1822  

Penistone St. John  1800-1837  

Royston St. John  1799-1837  

Silkstone All Saints  1800-1837 

Burials  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1850  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1840  

Bretton Chapelry 1800-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1845  

Darton All Saints  1800-1845  

Denby Chapelry 1800-1856 

Dodworth St. John  1848-1934  

Hoyland Nether St. Peter  1813-1861  

Penistone St. John   1800-1856  

Royston St. John  1800-1837  

Silkstone All Saints   1800-1840  

Tankersley St. Peter  1813-1858  

Worsbrough St. Thomas  1859-1903  

Wortley St. Leonard  1800-1854 

National Probate Calendars /  

Wills Index 1858 to 1943  

Please give full name and year of death. 

Because wills were not always proved 

immediately we will search up to three 

years after the death.  

National Burial Index; Third Edition  

England & Wales. Please give full name, 

year -range and county if known.  

Soldiers who died in the Great War  

Please give full name and age if known.  

1851 Census, Barnsley Area  

Please give surname and forename(s) if 

known and age. Or request all 

occurrences of a given surname.  

1891 Census, Barnsley  

Please give surname and approximate 

age. 1891 Search results supplied as 

copy of enumeration page. 

For searches or enquiries please contact:  

Elaine LEWIS 

  e-Mail: search@barnsleyfhs.co.uk  

If applying by post please enclose  

a large SAE 

If applicable please include your 

membership number.  
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DIARY DATES 
 

July 18th                GUEST SPEAKER 
 David Scrimgeour: Early Asylum Life 
 
August 15th          GUEST SPEAKER  

 Pat Osborne: Queen Victoria, some surprising 
and lesser known facts 

  
August 31st   DEADLINE for articles for the October Journal 
 
September 19th     MEMBERS NIGHT 
 

October 14th     FAMILY AND LOCAL HISTORY FAIR, Doncaster College 
For The Deaf,  Ledger Way, DONCASTER. DN2 6AY  
10:00am to 4:00pm.  Organised by the Yorkshire 

Group of Family History Societies. 
 
October 17th            GUEST SPEAKER 
     Tony Dodsworth: Life on the Home Front in WW2 

 
November 21st GUEST SPEAKER 
 Jackie Depelle: Reading the Originals, hints and   
                             tips for deciphering old documents. 

 
BARNSLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

This is the official journal of the Barnsley Family History Society, 
published in January, April, July and October of each year. Please send 

material for the October 2017 edition to the Editor, Maggie Bennett,  

 e-mail editor@barnsleybhfs.co.uk, by 31st August. Copyright clearance 
is the contributor’s responsibility and you must ensure that written and 
illustrative material does not breach copyright and that all sources are 
correctly acknowledged.  The Society accepts no responsibility for the 
views express in the articles published. The right to final editing lies 

with the Journal Editor. 

Meetings of the Society are held at Buckley Street Methodist Church 
Hall, Union Court, Barnsley, on the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 

7.30 - 9.30 pm. There is no meeting in December. Free parking is 
available and there is full wheelchair access. The venue is within easy 
reach of Barnsley town centre. 

For more information visit the website at www.barnsleyfhs.co.uk 
 

 

 
Copyright ©2017 Barnsley Family History Society. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction 

of any part of this publication is not permitted without the prior written permission of the editor. 
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The Bandstand in Locke Park circa 1909 
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