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Once again I must ask our members to supply material for 

Domus Historiae.  As Editor I will do my best to   provide an 

interesting and informative journal, and perhaps raise a 

smile or two for the readers.  But without your input,    

however small, it becomes increasingly difficult to sustain 

the quality I aim to achieve. 

Maggie Bennett, Editor 
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EDITORIAL 

     I know it's a sign of old age but I really cannot believe that another 

year is sliding by. Reading through my Editorial for the July edition I'm 

reminded that we have had a really good summer down here in the Wye 

Valley. Even now in mid-September it is still warm though the evenings 

are starting to draw in, and have a chill on the breeze. My Family History 

Research has been put firmly on hold for now, there are walls and ceilings 

to paint and a garden to renovate.  Still, my daughter and I are getting on 

with it and the house is starting to come together, soon I'll be able to set 

up my desk properly and have my customary workspace back. 

     Meanwhile we have some treats in store for you in this edition. The 

continuation of Harry Rawson's Demob Diary brings into sharp        

perspective the problems of the 'ordinary' soldier during the Great War 

though Harry is recording his problems following the armistice! Trawling 

through the archives always gives me something to find out about, this 

time I researched the Thomas Coram Foundling Hospital because of a   

letter sent in twenty years ago by one of our members.  

     Harold Masters sent me some pictures of medals awarded to Allied 

troops serving in the Great War and this set me off on a search for the 

details of these medals, images of which you can see on the back cover. 

Who got what is a bit complicated, but all participants were honoured for 

their efforts.  Harold has become a wonderful source of information for the 

journal. 

     Each time I get on the internet I learn something I never knew before, 

whether looking for pictures to illustrate material sent in by members, or 

researching further into their family histories just to tie up a few loose 

ends. Computers are wonderful, sometimes! 

     David Scrimgeour’s talk in July was very well received and I am      

reproducing the outline of his presentation as it is very informative. I also 

take a look at DNA testing for genealogists, and have included an article 

by Debbie Kennett which was sent to me by the London Group of Yorkshire 

FHS. It simplifies the role of different DNA tests, and provides information 

on how to go about getting them done. 

     So, it’s October. The year has turned, and we are creeping up to 

Christmas again. The Committee and I would like to wish all our members 

a very Happy Christmas and a joyous New Year.  All the best to you! 

Maggie Bennett 

Editor 
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Thomas Coram's Foundling Hospital 

     In the early 18th century the majority of people in Europe lived in   

various levels of poverty. Some could afford a decent meal every day, 

whilst others would be lucky to get one each week or even each month. 

Britain was not immune to this situation, many families fell into dire straits      

creating situations where there simply was not enough food to go round. 

Under these circumstances another mouth to feed would be the final blow 

to mothers who had nowhere to turn for help. The only hope lay in the 

charity of the local parishes, not always to be relied upon when          

compassion was needed. If the family lived in London there was Christ's 

Hospital which would extend help, and even take in children who were in 

danger of starvation. In the 1730s, 150,000 children were baptised in   

Britain, and 110,000 were officially buried, how many others were never 

recorded on one or both of these statistics is a matter for speculation.  

Unwanted children were often simply dumped, some were illegitimate, 

many were weak and easily succumbed to sickness; smallpox, various  

fevers, consumption and dysentery, even simple cuts or grazes could 

cause infections that would eventually kill. Only 26 out of every 100     

children born in that decade survived beyond its 5th birthday, something 

had to be done. 

     In 1668 a Master Mariner named Thomas Coram, in Lyme Regis, and 

his wife had a healthy son, they called him after his 

father. The family was not wealthy but there was 

enough to provide clothing and decent food so that 

young Thomas grew up to be a strong and bright 

young man.  However, at age 11 he was             

apprenticed to his father and went to sea so that he 

had no proper education, unless you count the   

ability to navigate, work out the ladings for a ship, 

and cost out a voyage including seamen's wages 

and stores for the galley-kitchen.  

     In 1694 Thomas is recorded as being settled in 

Taunton, Massachusetts, America, where in 1703 he 

gave land to the local township for the building of a 

school 'when it was considered necessary'. Then in 

1704 he returned to London and took command of a merchant ship,     

becoming known as Captain Coram. He had certainly been impressed by 

his experiences in America. He saw it as a true land of opportunity, mostly 

opportunity for the poor of Britain to start new lives and leave behind the 

privation they had known. He had picked out a place (now known as 

Maine) which he would have called Georgia,  

Capt. Thomas Coram 
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but sadly his idea came to nothing at that point.  

     His idea was taken up by James Oglethorpe who continued to lobby for 

the idea. Oglethorpe hoped to settle the new colony with British 'worthy 

poor’ primarily inmates from debtors' prisons. In 1732 the charter was 

passed and the first ship loaded with migrants left Britain for Georgia in 

November the same year. Their futures are part of another story. 

     Meanwhile Thomas Coram was still busy. He was appalled at what he 

saw in the streets of London, the sick and starving children who had no 

choice but to steal in order to eat. He decided to use his small resources to 

set up a charity that would help these children and give them a chance 

that their parents may never have had. In 1739 King George 2nd signed 

the Foundling Charter and the first children were admitted on 25th March 

1741 at a rented location in Hatton Garden. No questions were asked of 

the parents, mainly mothers, but a token was put on each child, often 

coins or bits of ribbon. Everything was recorded, one entry reads, 'paper 

on breast, clout on the head' though in this case 'clout' probably means 

cloth! Collection points were established throughout the country so the 

waifs could be transported to the main Thomas Coram Hospital in London, 

Ackworth was the nearest point for the Barnsley area and was the original 

designation of the building presently used and respected as Ackworth 

School. 

Thomas Coram Foundling Hospital Building, Bloomsbury , London 1743 
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     An imposing new building was built to house the foundlings, funded by 

Thomas' own money and the huge contributions of several wealthy and 

famous personalities of the period. But even with this spacious and      

purpose-built location in central London the children rescued grew beyond 

manageable numbers. There had to be controls on the children they took.  

     It was agreed that only babies under a year would be accepted and 

these were first sent to be wet-nursed and reared in the countryside for 

four or five years. The children were fed, and clothed in simple but clean 

outfits and taught to be 'clean in their habits' before being returned to the 

main Foundation in London. After this short childhood they were given a 

basic education and at aged 16 the girls were apprenticed as servants for 

the next four years. Boys were apprenticed to various occupations at aged 

14 for the next seven years. This ensured the children's futures and gave 

them a chance of decent, honest work for life. The government saw the 

advantages of caring for the unfortunate children and in 1756 the House of 

Commons decreed that ALL children should be accepted, setting up more 

local collection points and guaranteeing public funds to support the      

system.   It was the first step towards a State Child Welfare System, and it 

was the vision of a man who started work at 11! 

     Thomas Coram was an advocate of education for girls, arguing that 

children learn their values from mothers, and pass them on to their own 

children. Whilst in America he pioneered education for Native Americans 

and applied the same standards to those girls. He died in 1751 aged 83, 

though not a pauper he was not ashamed to admit on his deathbed that 

he was a poor man with nothing to leave to anyone. 

     I would like to thank our member Mrs Marion Hodge of Cudworth 

who contacted us in 1997 with research material on her 3x great grand-

mother and whose archived letter prompted me to find out about Thomas 

Coram’s Foundlings. You can  read Mrs Hodge’s letter below. 

           Maggie Bennett 

======#====== 

Dear BFHS, 

My 3x great grandmother was born on 14th December 1788, and baptised 

at Wentworth on 24th February 1790, as Kitty, the daughter of Thomas 

Memmott, labourer of Wath (reputed son of Sarah Memmott of Wath) and 

Sarah (a foundling from Ackworth Hospital). Thomas had married Sarah 

Holland at Wath on 21st November 1785. He only knew his mother, Sarah 

knew neither of her parents.  
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     The Thomas Coram Foundation records for Ackworth are at the Greater 

London Record Office, and I had moderate success in tracing Sarah      

Holland there. She was admitted on 21st April 1758 and was given the   

number 8191. On June 5th 1769 she was apprenticed to a farmer, George 

Shaw of Newell (Newhill?) in the parish of Wath. The records of her      

parentage, circumstances, and ‘token’ for the relevant period have not 

survived. On my next visit to London I  intend to look at entries for Mary 

Holland who I had found first and made a note of her admission number, 

3121. Obviously she was admitted earlier than Sarah, so I may be lucky 

and find her parentage, etc., and who knows some day I might prove she 

was Sarah’s sister. It’s a slender straw at which to clutch, I know, but such 

is the game called Family History. 

     Mary was nursed by a Mrs Godfrey at Pontefract when she had measles 

and worms, so I know they were both at Ackworth at some time if not  

simultaneously. In the 1841 census Sarah is head of the household, a 

widow aged 80 and living at West Hall Fold, Wentworth. She was buried at 

Wentworth on 1st December 1845 , aged 87, so her age was obviously 

‘rounded down’ for the census. Coincidentally, my cousin lived at this   

address for a long time before his death a few years ago, and his daughter 

still lives there. Although he didn’t come from that particular ancestry, I 

know he would have been interested in this, and I regret that he wasn’t 

around when I made the discovery. One more case of starting too late! 

         Marion Hodge 

Archive Letter (1997) 

  Keeping their Beacons Alight:  
  The Potter Family of Barnsley and their Service  

to our Country 

Jane Ainsworth in collaboration 
 with Jean Copley and Ian Potter 

“Is a comprehensive family history inspired by the 

surviving letters and other memorabilia of two 
young brothers (Frank and Eddie Potter, sons of 

Barnsley Builder Charles Dalton Potter) who were 
killed in action in the First World War. It            
concentrates on the military service of many of 

their relations during the first half of the 20th Century.” 

Paperback 376pp. 156 photos.   

Pre-order now £22.50    Ships 17th November     Full price £25.00  

Available from:  www.helion.co.uk  ISBN: 978-1-912390-36-6 
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Harry Rawson's Demob Diary part two 

     My firm had sent an official letter, and several more later, pointing out 

that it was essential that I should be back at business quickly, and had I 

been allowed my discharge at this time it would have benefited me 

greatly, but as things turned out I was unlucky like a lot of other men. I 

pleaded with my Company Officer, but each time I was told abruptly that I 

was still in the Army and would have to wait his time. 

     I have had hundreds of hours of worry and anxiety and have been 

within a hairsbreadth of losing my life several times, and I have still to put 

up with all this humbug. According to the newspapers which my wife sent 

me (we could not buy a paper now, but we could during the war when the 

shells were flying about) we were having great doings out here, Tommie’s 

singing, flinging their helmets in the air, children running towards us 

bringing Autumn Flowers for Tommy on Armistice day. Well I saw none of 

this; we were on the march all that day and wearing our steel helmets  

after the guns had ceased firing at 11 o’clock in the morning. 

     On a country lane just outside SAINT-PYTHON, there was a big grave 

neatly bricked around, and a large gravestone which had been erected by 

the Germans in memory of our British Soldiers. The words inscribed were 

as follows; or something similar. 

“THIS STONE WAS ERECTED BY THE 

GERMANS IN MEMORY OF BRITISH 

SOLDIERS BURIED HERE” MAY THEY 

REST IN PEACE. Evidently the     

Germans were not all bad. 

     We were in this village until over 

Christmas, and by the way, all      

soldiers in England were having 12 

days leave for Christmas. The Home 

Services Soldier and the Munitions 

Worker seemed to get every            

consideration even when the war was over, whilst we were being knocked 

about from pillar to post.  

     I read in an English Newspaper the reason demobilization was being     

delayed in FRANCE was, that the Railways were mined. This was a       

deliberate lie, because I know the line was good right the way back to 

BOULOGNE. Men were coming and going on leave everyday and they all 

assured me that the Railway line was not broken, and that Tommy in   

ENGLAND was having a fine time. 

Later picture of Saint Python  

where Harry spent Christmas 1918 
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     On Dec 27th 1918 we moved back again by train to Germany and 

joined our battalion in DÜREN. We had heard so many stories during the 

war that the Germans were such a bad lot, that we had already formed a 

very bad opinion of them, and hated the very name. The general feeling 

amongst our soldiers was; that we would give the Germans hell when we 

got into their country, but we soon changed our views. We found that they 

were more like our own people, and whenever we came into contact with 

them either in town or elsewhere, we were treated with respect. No  

charging at the rate of ½ franc for little over an egg cup full of coffee, or 

refusing to give us a drink of water. As a matter of fact I was billeted in 

three different houses during my stay in occupation, and in each case the 

Lady brought us a jug of coffee for supper every night free of charge, and 

when we were not having tea at dinner time, one lady always supplied us 

with coffee free of charge. 

     When I say that German people treated us with kindness I am voicing 

the opinion of probably every British Soldier who went into occupation in   

Germany, and had I not gone into Germany I would certainly have had the 

same bitter hatred towards the Germans as I had before Armistice. 

     We were billeted in a large college in DÜREN, and the first day after 

our arrival I was reminded of my old schooldays. We were put through an 

examination in simple dictation and arithmetic, and I had no need to copy 

from my neighbour as the sums were not at all difficult, just simple      

additions and subtractions. We had a Sergeant as teacher and an Officer 

as inspector. It would have been better to give me the sack and let me go 

home, than keep me here at the risk of losing my job. 

Modern road map showing distance from Saint-Python to Düren, 163 miles (263km) 
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     Our Colonel was still on his old game, out for inflicting punishment, and 

trying all he could to find fault with any man so that he could have him put 

in the guardroom. I say this deliberately. The day before we joined the 

battalion here, he had suddenly ordered kit inspection, and only a few 

minutes before time for parade, one man found that his bayonet was  

missing. Somebody had pinched it. There were at least ½ dozen men put 

in the guardroom that day for small offences, and this man was one of 

them.  

     Our little group also received orders for inspection; but we received the 

order the previous evening which fortunately gave us time to check all our 

kit. I checked all mine and found everything correct; but five minutes   

afterwards when I was busy cleaning up, I was surprised to find my 

trenching tool handle missing (they would pinch the milk out of each 

other’s tea if it was possible) but I was determined to have somebody 

else’s (this was our way in the army) but if I had stolen one from any of 

our company I would have been found out. 

     There were a lot of men going from DÜREN on leave by the night train, 

and it struck me that if I went down to the station, I might have a chance 

of pinching one of theirs. I managed this alright, and I can now imagine 

the reader putting me down as a rotter; but we were driven to do these 

things. To be honest and go through the inspection minus a paltry   

trenching tool handle would probably mean 21 days imprisonment. We 

were encouraged to be thieves as this proves. 

     When I said that the British Troops had fully intended to do damage 

when they arrived in Germany, and that they had thought otherwise when 

entering this country, I meant the greater majority of our soldiers, but 

there were cases where they did considerable damage; but I believe this 

was done more for bravado than willful destruction. For instance a number 

of artillery men with an Officer in charge were driving through the streets 

of DÜREN in a motor lorry, and they came across a fine big monument of 

the KAISER. They at once pulled up, and tied strong thick ropes around 

this monument, and at the Officers orders started the motor and pulled 

the whole thing down to the ground smashing it to pieces. The Officer was 

however severely reprimanded. 

     There is no doubt whatever that the German people had suffered a 

great deal during the war through scarcity of food. I saw no Butchers 

shops in the town, and I was told by the civilians that they had had no 

fresh meat for 4½ years (Beef, Bacon etc.) and that their troops got all the 

best food. By the way I got my information through a German-English  

Dictionary. 
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They had no tea during all this time and had to be   satisfied with coffee 

substitute, (No soap which would lather) no Chocolates or sweets of any 

kind. As a matter of fact these people would give us almost anything or do 

anything for us, in exchange for a piece of soap or a few Chocolates.  

     The following list will give some idea of the cost of food and clothing. 

The exchange rate at this time being 40 Deutsche Marks to the £. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The men were wearing paper suits which were a good imitation of 

cloth, and they looked very smart. There was a shortage of rubber. No 

Rubber Tyres on Bicycles or Motor Lorries. Very few Horses, mostly      

Bullocks harnessed to wagons. I was informed that the German Military 

authorities had been very keen at searching through their houses, and had 

taken away anything of value such as silver, brass and such like. In some 

of the house I saw, the tenant had beautiful stoves, but all the nickel 

plates and knobs had been stripped. 

     I had by this time got a permanent job in the canteen and during the 

most part of the week I had very little to do. Caught a rabbit occasionally 

and had it cooked by the German Lady for dinner. This was quite a        

different life to what we had been experience during the war. We had now 

moved from DÜREN to a village named ARNOLDSWIELER, and had taken 

the sitting room of a house as a shop for the canteen. 

     We had some very lively evenings whilst here. A few of the neighbours 

would come in and make up a party and we would dance and sing until it 

was time to leave. It was Martial Law in this part of Germany, and the  

civilians had to be in by 9 o’clock. A young woman came to live with these 

Commodity  Pre War During War 

Butter, less than 2 D-Marks per lb. 22  D-Marks 

Treacle 20 pfennigs 2         “ 

Rice 20     “ 2         “ 

Man’s Suit 50 D-Marks 300     “ 

Man’s Boots 10      “ 130     “ 

Man’s Trilby Hat 4        “  40       “ 

Umbrella 8        “ 50       “ 

Child’s Socks 8        “ 20       “ 

Child’s Shoes 8        “ 15       “ 
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people for a little while. She was going to be married to a man of this   

village, and she had to sleep in this district for a certain number of days as 

is our custom in England. Whilst she was out one evening one of her 

friends came in and made up a large dummy doll and laid it in her bed, 

and placed a sort of partition in the middle. We soldiers were sleeping on 

the ground floor, and it was great fun when we heard her scream with    

laughter when she went to bed.    

I saw this wedding which was a novelty to me. Coming away from the 

Church they walked in procession all round the village two deep at a very 

slow pace. Bride and Bridegroom leading, all the men wearing top hats 

and frock coats. 

to be continued…….     

               Transcribed and submitted by Harold Masters,   Mem. No. 1785 

======#====== 

The Dangers of the Warren Common 

     Three hundred years ago Warren Common was a dangerous place to 

be at night! 

The funeral of Cornelius WOOD was held on 21st November 1727, he had 

died on Monday the 6th as he was coming home. There had been nets 

spread across the common to catch rabbits and he rode into the nets 

which caused his horse to fall and throw him.  Sustaining severe head  

injuries, Mr. Wood did not recover from the fall and was buried at Darfield 

in the ‘great quire’.  

     Other reports of the Common indicate that it was easy to be lost and at 

least one diarist recorded that he had to hire an escort in order to cross 

the Common in safety. 

Reference: The Barnsley Chronicle, and Penistone Mexbro’ Wath and Hoyland    

Journal, 29th July 1905, Vol. XLVII, No. 2443. 

======#====== 

Summoned Back to School 

The Misses STABLES beg to announce that the Duties of their Boarding 

School for Young Ladies (Royston, nr. Barnsley) will be RESUMED on 

Thursday, 26th July, 1860.  

Reference: The Barnsley Chronicle, and Penistone,  Wath and Hoyland Journal, 7th 

July 1860, Vol. II, No. 90. 

======#====== 
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You may recall that in the July edition of Domus Historiae I posted 

a photo and asked if anyone knew where it was.  I was delighted 

to get a reply, complete with a short family history from Janet  

Gibson, Member number 1595. 

     Janet had contacted the Barnsley Archives in October 2014 asking for 

information on her 3xg grand-

father John Charlesworth, a 

grocer in the town. They told her 

that according to Tasker's     

register, John Charlesworth's 

shop was within the frontage of 

the Coach and Horses Hotel be-

tween 1857 and 1872. The site 

later became the Yorkshire Bank 

at the bottom of Market Hill. 

     John died in 1869 and the business passed to his son Charles Henry, 

in 1882 Charlesworth's Grocery Shop was located at 13 Market Hill, and 

thrived there until 1950. Charles Henry died in 1929 and was buried near 

his father in Barnsley Cemetery, passing the family business on to his son 

Charles Edward. In 1951 the building at 13 Market Hill was demolished 

and the new building that took its place was used by Curry's Electrical 

store, and later became a betting shop. Charles Edward died in 1958. 

Grocery was certainly in the family DNA! John's daughter Eliza married a 

Robert Gibson in 1868 and 

in the 1901 census she is 

shown as having a grocery 

shop in Keighley, where the 

Arndale Shopping Centre 

now stands. Her sister Mary 

Elizabeth  married William 

Gaimster with whom she 

ran a grocery and provision 

store in Barnsley for many 

years. 

I want to thank Janet for 

this fascinating piece of 

Barnsley History, the shop was obviously a landmark, being around for so 

long in the same area, and I'm sure there must be people who remember 

being taken into one of these shops as children.                             Editor          

Charlesworth’s Grocery Shop 

Eliza Gibson née  

Charlesworth Mary Gaimster 
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July Meeting and Speaker 

     I have been asked to thank July’s speaker for the fascinating talk he 

gave. David Scrimgeour’s  illustrated talk “Early Asylum Life” was 

based on the extensive research he had carried out into the surviving 

patients’ records of the West Riding Pauper Lunatic Asylum,       

Wakefield, more recently known as Stanley Royd Hospital.  Inspired 

by the discovery that his great grandmother Lizzie Scrimgeour had 

spent the last fifteen years of her life in several Scottish lunatic      

asylums David had spent three years in the West Yorkshire Archive 

Service ploughing through the case notes of some 11,500 patients 

admitted to the    Asylum between 1818 and 1869. Many of the      

fascinating patients’ stories he discovered have since been published 

in his first book Proper People. Early Asylum Life in the Words of 

Those Who Were There. 

     Unlike modern hospital case notes, those which survive from that 

period provide what are often graphic descriptions of what early   

asylum life was like for the patients. Thomas Arundel’s case notes are 

among the earliest found in the archives. A trusted patient, in 1819 

Thomas demonstrated that he was not quite well when “in passing 

thro’ the kitchen today he took up a knife and instantly chopped the 

third finger of his left hand nearly off….he did it to see if he had any 

blood in him as he has long been persuaded he has not”. 

     The vast majority of the patients committed to the Asylum were 

pauper lunatics, unable to make a living so looked after by the parish 

or poor law unions. Much as it remains today, committal was done by 

a combination of the law, West Riding magistrates, with medical    

certification provided by a physician, surgeon or apothecary. At first 

patients were deemed to be “proper objects” to be committed to the 

Asylum. It would be another 40 years before the legal wording 

changed so that a patient became a “proper person” to be admitted, 

that change being captured in the name of David’s book. 
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     Early forms of treatment given to the patients focussed on          

ensuring that their bodily “humours” were in the correct balance, so 

the case notes are full of references to what may seem barbaric   

techniques but were “state of the art” for that time. David read from 

the 1826 notes of Rose Clark from High Bentham near Kirby Lonsdale 

who had been bled, blistered and purged (caused to vomit), not    

perhaps the ideal treatment for a woman thought to be seven 

months pregnant.  

     In 1821 Elizabeth Coulson from Leeds was treated with the warm 

bath, shower bath, the circular swing, looking like something from a 

torture chamber, and then electric shocks.  

     David feels that if a family historian finds that they have a lunacy 

patient as an ancestor, they should celebrate because of the wealth 

of fascinating material which could be found in any surviving asylum 

case notes. He finished his talk by telling us more about a few of the 

notable characters he had found.  

     Lachlan McKenzie from Glasgow, a wood carver by trade, was    

admitted to the Asylum in 1869. He was responsible for carving a 

wonderful wooden eagle lectern for the Asylum chapel, which can 

still be seen today in the Mental Health Museum, Wakefield. 

     James Walker was a talented draughtsman who in 1861 produced 

a fabulously detailed “bird’s eye” view of the Asylum as if from a 

point many hundreds of feet above the ground. 

     George Penny spent 49 years in the Asylum, his illness said to have 

been caused by “disappointment in love”. On his death local news-

paper The Leeds Mercury published an article titled “A Costly Pauper” 

estimating that £2,000 had been spent on George during his        

treatment, a figure permanently recorded in his Parish Burial Register 

entry. 
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     Taken out of the Asylum for a day’s fishing by a junior doctor and 

clinical clerk, alcoholic patient William Roberts managed to get drunk. 

Arriving back at the Asylum that evening it was not noticed that     

during the journey home William had fallen off the back seat of the 

cart and he was later found still asleep in the road.  A classic case of 

the truth being stranger than fiction! 

     In Proper People. Early Asylum Life in the Words of Those Who 

Were There David includes interesting and educational tales from the 

case notes of over 150 of the earliest mental health patients.   

     His book is available from Amazon and by order from major    

bookshops. See also his websites www.davidscrimgeour.co.uk and 

www.earlyasylumlife.uk.    

======#====== 

New Yorkshire Records on Find My Past 

     Several sets of records from the City of York were added last month: 

City Of York Apprentices and Freemen 1272-1930, City Of York  Calendars 

of Prisoners 1739-1851, City Of York Hearth & Window Tax 1665-1778, 

City Of York Militia & Muster Rolls 1509-1829, and City of York Deeds  

Registers 1718-1866, as well as England & Wales, Electoral Registers 1832

-1932 covering the City of York and National School Admission Registers & 

Log-Books 1870-1914 for the City of York. 

======#====== 

Newspaper articles   

     Find my Past have recently added articles from the Pateley Bridge & 

Nidderdale Herald - 6,134 articles covering 1877, 1879-1882, 1895. Also 

added since the last meeting are articles from the Todmorden & District 

News - 427,215 articles covering 1871-1895, 1898-1932. 

======#====== 

Entry in Rotherham Parish Register 1798 

Baptism July 15th. Thomas of Rotherham. Found on 6th day of July at 

Clifton, near Rotherham, supposed to be about a week old. The godfathers 

are Thomas Barker and Isaac Barker, Overseers of the Poor. 

======#====== 
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Book Review 

Barnsley in the Great War by Geoffrey Howse. 

     As you know, from time to time I like to let our members know about 

books that I believe will be of interest to our readers. This book is a truly 

fascinating record of the town and surrounding area as the country       

approached the onset of WW1.  In 1913 the 50,000 inhabitants of    

Barnsley were filled with confidence; there was regular employment at 

decent wages both in the mines and with the industries that supported 

coaling. It was a prosperous and bustling town and here we can read well 

researched facts, with pictures that back them up.  

     Throughout, though the book reports the conflict, this is not just a  

record of the fighting. Pages from the Barnsley Chronicle report accidents, 

and drunkenness in the town; there are adverts for the pantomime at the 

Empire Palace Theatre which in 1913 was 'Dick Whittington and his Cat'. 

News of global importance is intermingled with wonderful old local       

photographs, adverts from local businesses, reports of social occasions 

and fundraisers for 'our boys at the front'.  

     I love this book. It is a document that can be enjoyed by everyone who 

has any interest specifically in Barnsley, but also for those who may be 

researching the lives of 'ordinary' people in working class towns across 

Britain during and immediately preceding the Great War. At the end of the 

book Geoffrey Howse looks at the aftermath of the Great War and at the 

way the townspeople dealt with their losses. 

     There are only seven chapters, but they are concise and informative as 

well as being interesting and, in places, amusing. The author, Geoffrey 

Howse is a local man who grew up in Elsecar and has gone on to become 

an actor, writer, and historian.  He's another of the local people who have 

done great things in the world. 

"Barnsley in the Great War"  ISBN 978 1 47382 738 7 

is published by:-  

Pen and Sword Military Ltd., 47 Church Street Barnsley, S70 2AS,  

www.pen-and-sword.co.uk and you can buy it from them, price only 

£12.99  

Editor 
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Medals Awarded to Soldiers Who Fought in the Great War 

From an idea sent in by Harold Masters. 

     On 12th May 1919, the Daily Mirror produced a daily cartoon showing 

the antics of two characters, one a dog called Pip and the other a penguin 

called Squeak. The idea and the daily texts were the work of Bertram J. 

Lamb, who named the original characters from the nickname given to his 

wartime batman, Pip Squeak. The artwork was by Austin Bowen Payne. 

Neither of these men came from Barnsley so there's no need to start 

searching your family trees!  

     Pip and Squeak became very popular and were soon joined by other 

characters, and mainly a rabbit called Wilfred. By the way, if you have any 

of the originals of these cartoons they are worth about £275 at auction. By 

now you'll be wondering what all this has to do with medals so here goes. 

There were a total of seven medals which could be awarded to those who 

served in the Great War but only three could be awarded to each person 

due to the location or timing of their service. Whichever three were 

awarded they became known as Pip, Squeak, and Wilfred. An example of 

the strange sense of humour inherent in us!  

     In 1917 when the war was really getting into its stride George V felt 

there should be some recognition of the efforts of the first group to be   

involved. For sixteen weeks between August 5th and November 22nd a  

relatively small number of people had stood 

with the French forces holding back the German 

army whilst new recruits at home were trained 

and equipped. These were the British           

Expeditionary Forces (BEF) one group of whom 

became known as the 'Old Contemptibles', so 

called because they were considered by the 

German High Command to be a 'contemptible 

little army'. The medal was awarded to officers 

and men alike, and included the British Indian 

Expeditionary Forces, doctors, nurses, the 

Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Navy Reserve and 

Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve. They were    

involved in the Battle of Mons, the retreat to 

the Seine, and the battles of Le Cateau, the 

Marne, Aisne, and the first battle of Ypres. 
1914 or 1914-15 Star (Pip) 
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 This is the 1914 Star and it carries the name, rank, number, and unit of 

the recipient; 378,000 of these were issued.  

     Next came the 1914-15 Star of which 

2.4 million were awarded to anyone who 

served between 5 August 1914 and 31 

December 1915, but excluding those who 

were eligible for the 1914 Star, the Africa 

general Service Medal, or the Sudan 1910 

medal. They are identical except for the 

dates on the front, the picture shows the 

1914 medal. Both these Stars were, and 

still are known as "Pip". 

     "Squeak" is the British War Medal 

1914-18 and was established on 26th July 

1919. It is Silver or bronze and was 

awarded to officers and men of British and 

Imperial forces who had served in a   

Theatre of War, or who did Service    

Overseas between 5th August 1914 to 11th 

November 1918 inclusively. It was later 

extended to include other areas from 1919-1920. Six and a half million of 

these were awarded and of these 6.4 million were silver, and 110,000 

bronze "Squeaks" were awarded to      

Maltese, Chinese, and Indian Labour 

Corps. The front of the medal is a portrait 

of George 5th, with the name, rank,     

number, and unit of the recipient on the 

rim. 

     At the end of the war it was agreed 

that each of the British allies would      

produce its own Victory Medal using    

similar basic designs and  wording but  

using identical ribbons.  In total 5.7 million 

"Wilfreds" were issued across many 

countries. The front depicts a classical 

winged figure that represents Victory and 

the recipient's name, rank, number, and 

unit are present on the rim of the medal.   

British War Medal (Squeak) 

Victory Medal (Wilfred)  
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It is interesting that these were issued even less frequently than any of 

the others. Not all who got Squeak got Wilfred, but in general all recipients 

of Wilfred got Squeak, and all recipients of one of the Pips got the other 

two. Complicated…..! 

     So that covers Pip, Squeak, and 

Wilfred, but what about the other four 

medals? The Territorial Force War 

Medal was issued to Territorial forces and 

the Force Nursing Service. The recipients 

had been serving on or before 30th      

September 1914 and served in a theatre of 

war outside the UK between 5th August 

1914 and 11th November 1918. If you got 

a Pip, you couldn't have this medal, but 

34,000 were still issued. The King's head 

appears on the front of the medal, on the 

reverse is the legend,    Territorial War 

Medal and on the rim, the For Volunteer 

Services Overseas 1914-1918. 

On 12th September 1916 it had already 

been realised that many who had served 

would not be eligible for any of these medals due to wounds, illness of 

other types, all those who had been retired during the conflict for various 

reasons. These  would not be worn on any military uniform and a         

certificate was issued with the medal that stated the circumstances of the 

recipient's withdrawal from service. The number of apparently 'fit' 

men who suffered from the 'White 

Feather' campaign would have been 

pleased to have such verification of 

their past service. The Silver War 

Badge was awarded to officers and 

men, but after 1918 the criteria was         

adjusted to include civilians with the 

Medical Corps, female nurses and 

staff, and aid workers. 1,150,000 were 

issued which indicates the level of 

commitment of the civilian populace as 

well as the fighting men of the armed 

forces.  

Territorial War Medal 

Silver War Badge 
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The legend on the front of the badge reads, " For King and Empire,      

Services Rendered" but does not give personal details of the recipient. 

Mercantile Marine War Medal 

     The Board of Trade awarded this campaign medal, the Mercantile    

Marine War Medal, to people who had served in the Merchant Navy and 

who had made a voyage through a war zone or danger zone during the 

1914-1918 war. 

     It was a circular bronze medal. It was 1.42 inches in diameter. On the 

front there is an effigy of King George V facing to the left with the words 

GEORGIVS V BRITT: OMN: REX ET IND: IMP: 

     The reverse of the medal has a laurel wreath around the rim with an 

image of a merchant ship on a stormy sea with an enemy submarine and 

an old sailing ship to the right of the merchant ship. The inscription on this 

side of the medal is 'For War Service/Mercantile Marine 1914-1918'. 

133,135 of these medals were awarded to our civilian seamen. Black and 

white pictures don’t do justice to these medals, the ribbons and the pins 

add to the effect and also tell part of their story. 

Editor. 

======#====== 

The Cynthia Dillon Collection 

  at the Bramah Gallery in Silkstone Church 

We also hold two boxes of photographs which have yet to be sorted out   
although many are labelled. 

The Gallery is open 10.00 to 16.00 Tuesdays and Wednesday.  

All Saints’ Church, High Street, Silkstone, BARNSLEY. S75 4JN 

 Hoylandswaine Chapel Hoylandswaine Boundaries and Disputes 

 Hoylandswaine Church Hoylandswaine Men of Action 

 Hoylandswaine Houses Hoylandswaine Societies and Sports Clubs 

 High Lee  Hoylandswaine Villagers and Occupations 

 High Royd Census Returns 1841 to 1901 

 History of Cooper Lane Entertainment and Celebrations 

 Indentures from 1681 Green Top and Green Bottom Farms 

 Village Queens  Sunday School and Village Hall 

 Vicarage and Bells A Tour of the Village  

 Wills and Inventories 1662 to 1899  
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New Members and their Interests 

     We welcome the following new members to our Society and hope they 
find their membership useful and productive as well as enjoyable. 

      Mem. No. 

 1738  Mrs. Sandra Rajan 

   Cooper Barnsley WRY ENG 1867-1924 
   McCann Barnsley WRY ENG 1836-1900 

   McCann Drogheda LOU IRL 1836-1900 
   Molloy Barnsley WRY ENG 1822-1949 

I’m especially interested in: Walter Hayes Cooper (1867-1924); Thomas 
Molloy (1822-1887); William Molloy (1892-1949) all born and lived in 
the Barnsley area.  Also Richard McCann b. 1836 in Drogheda, Ireland 
who moved to Barnsley. 

 1848  Mr Paul Dyson 

 1849  Mrs Hazel Johnson 

 1850  Mrs Barbara Alderton 

   Ashton LIN 1750-1950 
   Hilton YKS 1750-1950 
   Lysons YKS 1750-1950 
   Pashley YKS 1750-1950  
   Trippet YKS 1750-1950     

   Turner STS 1750-1950 
   Woodcock YKS 1750-1950 

 1851  Mr David Stevens 

 1852   Mr Graham Turner  

   Heeley    Mapplewell  WRY 1700--2017 

   Holland   Mapplewell WRY 1895--2017 

 1853  Mrs Judith Taylor  

 1854  Mr Rob Fairhurst 

   Fairhurst   SYK  1700--1900 

   Hallam  SYK 1700--1900  

          There is also a mine of information on our Surname Interests page 

on the website, easy to access and full of lovely old Yorkshire names. 
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A Fruitless March to Defend the Realm 

     My wife's family, on her paternal side, bear the old and well known 

Yorkshire name of JAGGER. This particular line of the JAGGER family 

owned and operated a wire drawing business that had been in existence 

for five generations, until it ceased operations in 1926. The small, family 

owned mill was situated in the village of Thurgoland, a few miles from the 

town of Penistone, which, until 1974 was in the West Riding. 

     White's Sheffield District Directory of 1871 described it thus; 

"Thurgoland is a township and scattered village, with several wire mills, 10 

miles N-by-W of Sheffield, and had 1,793 inhabitants in 1861." Under the 

business listing, it showed John and George Jagger, wire manufacturers, 

Old Wire Mills. The advertisement stated that they made cast steel wire for 

sewing machine needles, fish-hooks, springs, gimlets, awl blades etc. The 

business was carried on in a building where water power was used. Over 

one doorway was a stone, engraved with the date 1613. 

     My initial research found some background information on the Old Wire 

Mill, but I felt I needed more details from an official, archival source. To 

this end, in July 1993, I exchanged correspondence with Sheffield Archives 

and soon I was in possession of extremely helpful and detailed information 

about the Old Wire Mill, and wire making specifically. The Archivist sent 

me the pertinent pages on these subjects culled from Joseph Kenworthy's 

Local History of Stocksbridge. These pages on the local wire drawing 

industry were extremely detailed and included interviews with the       

JAGGERS, masters of the Mill, and others in the trade, explaining how wire 

was made. 

     In one part of this treatise there was one short, but detailed         

paragraph, listing the names of the three wire mills in Thurgoland; Tilt Mill, 

Old Wire Mill, and New Wire Mill. However, Joseph Kenworthy, while     

decrying the lack of more information on wire making from trade          

directories, and similar sources, quoted from some notes, which             

unfortunately he did not specifically identify. From these notes, he went on 

to list the names and occupations of 14 Militia Volunteers, who marched 

from Thurgoland to Hemsworth on the night of Thursday August 15th 1805.    

Indeed he stated that 6 out of the 14 were wire drawers, but failed to   

explain why "this gallant little company" were involved in nocturnal    

peregrinations. This omission was extremely aggravating, as George    

JAGGER, wire drawer, was among those listed, and I was intrigued, and 

became more determined to find out more about this March to 

Hemsworth. 
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     With the help of several organisations, and both Family and Local    

Historians, and I learned that in the period 1803-1805, there was a real 

and constant threat of a French invasion of England. While the Napoleonic 

Wars had been raging for several years at this particular time, invasion 

seemed a likely and daunting prospect. In an attempt to bolster the     

defence of England, the Defence Act of 1803 was passed, which compelled 

Parish Constables to record the names and occupations of all able-bodied 

men, between the ages of 15 and 60, not already in the Military. Just such 

a record was discovered in Sheffield Archive, and I was excited to receive, 

in bold copperplate handwriting, two pages entitled Militia List for the 

Township of Thurgoland, December 7th 1804. Under the heading 

"Names of persons inroled (sic) to serve as Volunteers, was number 42, 

George JAGGER, wire-drawer. This was my wife’s 2x great grandfather. 

     On this Militia List, the men were enrolled and categorised according to 

their fitness, age and family commitments under such headings as:- 

Names of persons liable to serve 

Rank, trade or occupation 

Names of Persons Enrolled to serve or volunteer 

Infirm or poor 

Poor men with more than one child 

Names of persons Exempt, with grounds of Exemption 

Apprentices, Constables etc 

Men who have served, or hired substitutes 

     This last classification needs further clarification; the regular County 

Militia was formed from able-bodied men of the County, recruited by    

ballot. These recruits would not be called upon to serve outside the British 

Isles, and sometimes not even outside their own County. These Militia 

men, so selected, were able to rely upon their families being supported by 

the Parish Poor rates while they were away - a benefit which soldiers' 

families in the regular army did not enjoy. However, it was also possible 

for a man chosen by ballot to serve in the County Militia to pay for a    

substitute - some other person - if he did not wish to serve. This system of 

paying for a "substitute" must have been in use in Thurgoland too,       

according to the last of the above headings. 

     Under this heading are listed a farmer, a butcher, a saddle-maker, a 

mason, and a clothier. As you may expect, military duties would be       
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regarded as inconvenient interruptions to the serious business of earning a 

living, regardless of how patriotic you might be. We can only assume that 

the tradesman so listed were too busy at their trade to take time off to 

defend their homeland against a possible invasion by Bonaparte.      

Somewhat ironically, though, had there been a successful invasion, their 

livelihood, if not their lives. However, the Supplementary Militia Act of 

1796 made no provision for substitution in the case of Volunteers. Once 

having put their names forward, they would have to respond to the call to 

arms, whatever the inconvenience. 

     A detailed report in the Wakefield Star & West Riding Advertiser 

23rd August 1805, describes the various marches made on the 15th August, 

from different areas by several detachments of the Army, Militia units and 

Local Volunteers. 

"The Staincross Volunteers, both Infantry and Cavalry, were assembled, 

and the Cavalry actually marched to Pontefract . . . the infantry were   

detained on their march to Pontefract, at Hemsworth, till more particular 

information could be had." 

     The village of Thurgoland was in the Wapentake(1) of Staincross, so the 

Staincross Volunteers would include our "gallant little company" from 

Thurgoland. The alarm had also spread to the Pontefract Volunteers and to 

the neighbouring Wapentake of Strafford and Tickhill, where some       

Volunteers and three troops of Yeoman Cavalry marched to Doncaster. 

     But what had caused the alarm, and why was the march halted? To 

alert the country and recognise a call to arms, at a time when fast      

communication was difficult, warning beacons built of combustible        

materials had been prepared on hilltops throughout Britain - the same 

method of raising an alarm as was used at the time of the Spanish       

Armada, more than 200 years before. 

     Apparently, as was discovered later, the alarm was raised accidently by 

the burning of a farmer's 'close' near Woolley Edge, Wakefield. The column 

of oily smoke given off by a crop of oil-seed rape in an enclosed field was 

mistaken for that of a warning beacon, and the entire County was raised. 

 

 

(1) When Yorkshire, England's largest County, was divided into three Ridings ( a 

Norse word for thirds) the Riding in turn was divided into Wapentakes (another 

Norse term referring to the invader's habit of brandishing his weapons). These   

administrative divisions were responsible for the raising of armies, levying of taxes, 

maintenance of law and order, and property transactions. 
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    As soon as the alarm was discovered to be false, the march was halted, 

and the Militia Volunteers were ordered back to their home towns and  

villages. On the return march, however, they were hailed as heroes by the 

local inhabitants all along their route, and there were many free toasts to 

His Majesty's health and a downfall to his enemies! 

The Sheffield Iris, Thursday, 22nd August 1805, reported that Mr Tudor 

of Conisborough, very much to his honour, entertained the volunteers with 

Bread and Cheese and a pint of strong beer each, as they marched 

through the town of Doncaster. We can safely assume therefore that this 

"gallant little company" from Thurgoland, arrived safely back home, but in 

varying degrees of intoxication! 

     Although the march was fruitless, the brave Volunteers from         

Thurgoland could feel proud that they had answered the call of patriotic 

duty, regardless of the outcome. The next day they would go back to their 

trades and usual occupation, secure in the knowledge that they would not 

be called upon to serve again. 
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======#====== 

Passing of a Park Road School Headmistress 

Miss Elizabeth FYFE, 47, St John’s Road, Barnsley, who was nearly 40 
years in the service of Barnsley Education Committee, died in Barnsley 
Beckett Hospital yesterday ( 19th October 1938), at the age of 83.  Coming 

to Barnsley in 1881 from Wrexham, where her father was headmaster, 
Miss Fyfe was headmistress at Park road School until her transference to 
Grove street School on its opening.  After five years there, she returned to 
Park road School, where she remained until her retirement in 1920.  For 

1½ years she was a co-opted member of Barnsley Education Committee. 

Reference: Sheffield Independent, 20th October, 1938, Issue 26,202. 

======#====== 
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For anyone who is thinking of looking at DNA sampling for 

help with their family research I decided to include this very 

useful article that came from the London Group of The  

Yorkshire Family History Society. It explains clearly what 

each type of DNA test does, I don’t know about you but the 

whole thing seemed too complicated for me until I read this 

article. 

ED. 

DNA and Family History  

by Debbie Kennett 

The slides from this presentation are available at http://tinyurl.com/

YorkshireDNA. 

There are main types of DNA test: 

1) Y-chromosome – direct male line 

2) Mitochondrial DNA – direct female line 

3) Autosomal DNA – only useful for the most recent 200 years, but 
covers everyone. 

 

     DNA is just another tool; it can’t tell you anything on its own. DNA is 

used in combination with documentary records to assist research. DNA 

relies on database matching, so the larger the database of the company 

you’re testing with, the better. Don’t delay – DNA testing must be done on 

living people. DNA can be a long-term investment because the people you 

want to match to may not be in the database now, but may be tested in 5 

years, for example. 

     There are two main ways of using DNA testing. The first is to test a 

hypothesis – for example to find out if two people with the same surname 

are actually related, or just to verify your family tree. The second method 

is the fishing trip – you take a test to see what it throws up. The larger the 

database, the more successful this is likely to be. Fortunately, DNA testing 

is becoming rapidly more popular and the growth in tests being taken is 

almost exponential. 

     Debbie pointed out that ethics are very important and genealogists 

should not share other people’s DNA results without their consent – see 

http://geneticgenealogystandards.com.  

You must be prepared for unexpected results - for example, both DNA test   
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results and traditional genealogical records can reveal misattributed     

parentage, adoption, health information, previously unknown family  

members, and errors in well-researched family trees, among other       

unexpected outcomes. 

Autosomal DNA 

     This is now the most popular and useful test. There are now five    

companies providing this test: 23 and Me, FamilyTreeDNA, Ancestry. 

Each of the companies have their own advantages and disadvantages. 

Prices vary from £74 to £159, including postage, although Ancestry      

requires a subscription to use all of the features. Database size makes an 

enormous difference, but you have to bear in mind where the members 

are. Some companies allow you transfer your data in and it can help to be 

in a number of different databases. 

     Autosomal DNA is taken from the autosomes in the nucleus of a cell. 

The test is suitable for males and females. It is best used for matching 

with cousins in the last five or six generations (approximately 200 years). 

The test works by matching segments of DNA, so the larger the segment 

the closer the match. Matches could be on any line of your family tree. It 

is best to test oldest living relatives for best results because it covers a 

limited time span. Testing other close relatives can provide confirmation 

and eliminate possibilities. The more distant the relative, the less DNA you 

will share – for example, 50% with a parent, but only 0.195% with a 

fourth cousin. This is still enough to provide a match. 

     A chromosome browser, provided by some of the companies, allows 

you to see exactly which chromosomes you match on. Matching is more 

likely, the closer the relation is – so two first or second cousins should 

match in all cases, but the chances of matching two specific fourth cousins 

is only 45-71%, depending on who you test with. 

     Debbie went through what the matches look like on the five           

companies. She said that 23 and Me is not really suitable for testing for 

genealogy from the UK because it’s aimed at Health.  

     A big advantage of Ancestry is that it is integrated with their family 

trees and they try to identify the common ancestor. It is worth having 

your family tree on Ancestry for this purpose and it has to be public.    

Ancestry has a new feature called ‘Communities’, which identifies where 

your ancestors may come from – and you can filter your matches based on 

a community. One community is ‘English in Yorkshire & Pennines’, so you 

can identify your Yorkshire ancestors! Ancestry also has a feature called  
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‘Genetic Circles’, although you have to be a member of Ancestry to use 

this feature.  

     FamilyTreeDNA do all three types of test, so you can do all three 

tests with the same company. You can specify a beneficiary of your DNA 

so that your relatives can continue to use the information. FTDNA also 

have a chromosome browser which can help you identify which line of 

your family tree a match belongs to. This is very nice feature. 

     MyHeritage has the smallest database and the matching algorithm 

has still to be refined. It could be a good option if you are looking for 

European ancestors. 

     The other thing that autosomal DNA allows is biogeographical       

ancestry analysis – or where in the world that your ancestors came 

from. Ancestry calls this ‘Ethnicity’. All of the companies provide        

estimate, usually in the form of maps. Living DNA provide a breakdown 

by area of England, e.g. Debbie’s ancestry shows 17% Lincolnshire. 

     There are several third-party web sites which are usually free.      

Examples include GedMatch, which allow you to compare DNA from   

different sites. For people who have had a test done with AncestryDNA, 

this is the only way you can access a chromosome browser without 

transferring to other companies. DNA.land want your DNA for their   

research, but give you various tools to reward you. DNAGedcom have an 

autosomal DNA Segment Analyser and a DNAGedcom Client, which    

allows you to download your AncestryDNA match list and trees. Genome 

Mate allows you to organise and analyse matches from all testing     

companies, although it is hard to use. 

Y-chromosome DNA 

     This test can only be taken by males as Y_DNA is passed from father 

to son. There is only one company which does Y-DNA, FamilyTreeDNA. 

They do all the searches and allow you to use results from more than 

one type of test to investigate a relationship.  

     The Y-chromosome is passed virtually unchanged from father to son. 

Occasional errors (mutations) occur in the copying process. A Y-DNA test 

looks at markers (Short Tandem Repeats – STRs) on the Y-chromosome 

where mutations are known to occur. A Y-DNA result is a string of num-

bers (haplotype). Tests available at 37, 67 and 111 markers. The value 

of a Y-DNA test is in the comparison process. The more matching mark-

ers, the closer the relationship. Too many mismatches and there is no 

common ancestor in a genealogical timeframe.  
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     The other part of your Y-Chromosome is the haplogroup, which shows 

your deep ancestry. Most British men have an R1b haplogroup. There are 

haplogroup projects aiming to get a deeper understanding of the origins 

and migrations of our male ancestors.  

Mitochondrial DNA 

     Mitochondrial DNA, or mtDNA is passed on the female line, but males 

do inherit mtDNA from their mother, so can be tested. It can be hard to 

use because the surname changes in each generation. There are two    

different types of test: HVR1 + HVR2 test, which is around £50, and a full 

mitochondrial sequence (around £160). The closeness of a mtDNA match 

depends on the matching level. At HVR1, it goes back around 1,300 years 

at a 50% confidence, but a full sequence goes back 125 years with a 50% 

degree of confidence. It can be difficult to identify a common ancestor with 

mtDNA, but it can sometimes be very useful, for example with Richard III. 

     You also get haplogroups with mtDNA, but despite the similarity of 

names, they do not correspond with the Y-DNA groups. There also projects 

studying these groups. 

Resources 

The main resource is ISOGG: www.isogg.org 

ISOGG Wiki: www.isogg.org/wiki 

ISOGG Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/isogg 

Genetic genealogy mailing lists and Facebook groups: 

www.isogg.org/wiki/Genetic_genealogy_mailing_lists 

Gene t i c  genea l ogy  b l og s :  www. i sogg .o rg /w i k i /

Genetic_genealogy_blogs 

Debbie’s blog: http://cruwys.blogspot.co.uk 

UCL debunking genetic astrology website: www.ucl.ac.uk/mace-

lab/debunking 

Conclusions 

Autosomal DNA - all your ancestors 

Y-DNA - the father’s father’s father’s line 

mtDNA - the mother’s mother’s mother’s line 

Test people while you still have the chance 

Best used for testing hypotheses 

Fishing trips can be fun 

Debbie Kennett 2017 
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Philip Wharton and his Bibles 

     Philip Wharton 4th Baronet, was born 18th April 1613 at Aske Hall near 

Richmond, Yorkshire, during a time of great unrest in the country. He   

became a soldier, a politician, and a diplomat and fought for the Parl-

iamentarians during the Civil War. He led one of the first skirmishes of the 

war, leading his troop to take control of the magazine in Manchester but 

was beaten to the 'honour' by Lord Strange. Still, Wharton's troop suffered 

at least one casualty in the fight so they must have faced the enemy.  

     Wharton became a trusted favourite of Oliver Cromwell, so it was no    

surprise that after the restoration of the monarchy he was often in trouble 

with the crown. He was imprisoned in 

the Tower in 1676 and forced to leave 

the country in 1685 when James 2nd 

came to the throne.  Wharton spent 

time at the court of William of Orange 

and came into his own when William 

and Mary came to the British throne 

in 1688. 

     In 1632 Philip Wharton, aged 21, 

had married Lady Elizabeth Wansford 

at South Kirby, where the church  

registers record the marriage as being 

on September 23rd that year.         

Together they produced one surviving 

child, a daughter named Elizabeth, 

though there may have been other 

children who did not survive.  

     When Philip's wife died he married 

one Jane Goodwin, by whom he had 

seven more children before Jane died on 21st August 1658. There were 

three sons from this marriage, all of whom made their mark in history 

though the younger two, Goodwin and Henry Wharton were famous for the 

wrong kind of reasons!  

     Three years later on 26th August 16 1661 Philip married for the third 
time, this time his choice was a widow, Anne Popham whose husband had 
been a Colonel in Cromwell's Model Army. She brought two children with 

her from her previous marriage, Letitia, and Alexander. The boy was deaf 
and had not been taught to speak but he became one of the first to be 

Philip, 4th Baronet Wharton 
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taught to speak by Dr John Wallis of Oxford. Together Philip and Anne 

produced a son in June or July 1662, and named him William, he was 

killed in a duel aged 23 in 1687. 

     Philip, Lord Wharton was a great supporter of the church and in his 

lifetime started giving Bibles and Catechisms to the poor of the area. 

When he died on February 4th 1696 he left income from estates in 

Yorkshire by which the provision of these bibles could continue. I have to 

wonder though, how those ‘poor’ children could have read these bibles as 

so few of them were taught to read, and who decided which children were 

deserving of the gift. Maybe he would have done better to provide for a 

school for all the local children to attend. Anyway, the legacy allowed for 

1,050 bibles to be distributed annually, and in 1905 after more than 200 

years, local people in the Barnsley area were still receiving their 'Wharton 

Bibles'. Today some can be bought on e-bay if you are interested in 

getting hold of one, though they are of course, not the modern version but 

the old King James version that many of us still prefer. 

Maggie Bennett 

======#====== 

Do you know where this is? I have to admit that the photo was taken about 1905 

and even I can’t remember it looking exactly like this. Still the clock on the left 

should help, as should the building in the background. 
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SEARCH SERVICES  

The Society is offering all its members six free searches during the year. You don‘t 

have to use them all at once, they can be spread out over the year. Arrangements 

for non-members remain the same.                                                 Elaine LEWIS 

Baptisms  

Barnsley Ebenezer  

Methodist New Connexion 1862-1973  

Barnsley St. George 1832-1844  

Barnsley St. Mary              1813-1837  

Barnsley Wesleyan           1839-1910  

Bretton Chapelry 1813-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints          1800-1844  

Darton All Saints                1813-1822  

Royston St. John  1813-1831  

Silkstone All Saints  1813-1840  

Wentworth Wesleyan  1849-1980  

Wortley St. Leonard  1813-1856 

Marriages  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1837  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1837  

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1837  

Darton All Saints  1813-1822  

Penistone St. John  1800-1837  

Royston St. John  1799-1837  

Silkstone All Saints  1800-1837 

Burials  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1850  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1840  

Bretton Chapelry 1800-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1845  

Darton All Saints  1800-1845  

Denby Chapelry 1800-1856 

Dodworth St. John  1848-1934  

Hoyland Nether St. Peter  1813-1861  

Penistone St. John   1800-1856  

Royston St. John  1800-1837  

Silkstone All Saints   1800-1840  

Tankersley St. Peter  1813-1858  

Worsbrough St. Thomas  1859-1903  

Wortley St. Leonard  1800-1854 

National Probate Calendars /  

Wills Index 1858 to 1943  

Please give full name and year of death. 

Because wills were not always proved 

immediately we will search up to three 

years after the death.  

National Burial Index; Third Edition  

England & Wales. Please give full name, 

year -range and county if known.  

Soldiers who died in the Great War  

Please give full name and age if known.  

1851 Census, Barnsley Area  

Please give surname and forename(s) if 

known and age. Or request all 

occurrences of a given surname.  

1891 Census, Barnsley  

Please give surname and approximate 

age. 1891 Search results supplied as 

copy of enumeration page. 

For searches or enquiries please contact:  

Elaine LEWIS 

  e-Mail: search@barnsleyfhs.co.uk  

If applying by post please enclose  

a large SAE 

If applicable please include your 

membership number.  
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 No meeting in December. 
 

The committee wishes you a Joyful Christmas 

and a very Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

October 14th     FAMILY AND LOCAL HISTORY FAIR.  
Doncaster College For The Deaf,  Ledger Way,  
DONCASTER. DN2 6AY  10:00am to 4:00pm.  Organised 
by the Yorkshire Group of Family History Societies. 

October 17th          GUEST SPEAKER 
Tony Dodsworth: Life on the Home Front in WW2. 

November 4th HUDDERSFIELD & DISTRICT FHS FAIR. 
Cathedral House, St Thomas’ Road, Huddersfield. 
HD1 3LG.  10.00 am-4.00 pm 

November 21st GUEST SPEAKER 
Jackie Depelle: Reading the Originals, hints and 
                          tips for deciphering old documents. 

November 30th   DEADLINE for articles for the January Journal. 

DIARY DATES 

Copyright © 2017 Barnsley Family History Society. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction 

of any part of this publication is not permitted without the prior written permission of the editor. 

BARNSLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

This is the official journal of the Barnsley Family History Society,     
published in January, April, July and October of each year.  Please send 
material for the January 2018 edition to: 

Editor, e-mail: editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk, by 30th November.  

Copyright clearance is the contributor’s responsibility and you must 
ensure that written and illustrative material does not breach copyright 
and that all sources are correctly acknowledged.  The Society accepts 
no responsibility for the views express in the articles published. The 
right to final editing lies with the Journal Editor. 

Meetings of the Society are held at Buckley Street Methodist Church 

Hall, Union Court, Barnsley, on the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 
7.30 - 9.30 pm. There is no meeting in December. Free parking is 
available and there is full wheelchair access. The venue is within easy 
reach of Barnsley town centre. 

For more information visit the website at www.barnsleyfhs.co.uk 
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