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PROGRAMME 2021 

 

Date Speaker Title 

21 April Jenny Mallin My British Raj family history 

19 May  AGM 

 Bob Massey People and Places part 1 

16 June Helen Bates The Wildman Family of Newstead Abbey 

21 July Stephen Walker A London boy at Mr Robinsons cotton mills 

18 August  Members Evening 

 

 

Journal 

If any member has difficulty reading this Journal, please apply to the Journal Editor for 

alternative formats. 
All Copy should be sent to the Journal Editor, no original documentation please. Clear presentation greatly 

assists in avoiding errors. Copy, illustrations and photographs should have acknowledgements and 

permission to reproduce, if these apply. If you require your contact details to appear with any item sent then 

please specify what should be printed. Photographs can be sent on the understanding that whilst every care is 

taken, the Editor can take no responsibility for loss or damage. When sending photographs it is advisable to 

write ‘Please Do Not Bend’ on the envelope. PLEASE NOTE photocopied illustrations may not reproduce to 

a high enough quality for publication. Text and image files (jpg, bmp or tiff) can be sent either on disc or via 

the email address given on the back cover of this journal. In the belief that everything sent is a copy, items 

will not be returned unless specifically requested and must be accompanied by a s.a.e if applicable. Likewise 

no acknowledgement of receipt will be sent unless specifically requested with a s.a.e. if applicable. 

The deadline for the next issue is 1st June 

 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
Monthly talks 5 

Murder or Manslaughter 7 

The Green family from Bingham 10 

Nottingham’s Redgates 15 

Story behind the stone – Bulwell & Hayton 17 

Marriages at the Wesley Chapel, Broad Street 1845-61 17 

Woodborough Road Then & Now 26 

 

The observations and opinions expressed in the various articles and notices in this Journal are those of their 

authors and not necessarily those of the Society. 

A copy of the Society’s Privacy Policy is available on the website or can be obtained from the Journal 

Editor. A s.a.e. should be sent if requesting a paper copy. 

 

 

Nottingham Family History Society 

Annual General Meeting 2021 
 

Notice is hereby given that the AGM of the NFHS 

will be held on Wednesday 19 May 2021 commencing 7.00pm. Venue and meeting format to be 

confirmed nearer the date. Please see website for further information nearer the date  
The business of the meeting is to receive reports from the Honorary President and Honorary Secretary; to 

receive a report, including a financial statement, from the Honorary Treasurer; and to elect an Honorary 

President, an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer and 6 Council Members for 2021-22.  

 

The business meeting will be followed by Bob Massey: People and Places part 1.
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From the President 

For now, as you will see we are continuing with our very successful zoom meetings for our monthly talks, 

and will of course review the situation as more restrictions are eased later this Spring and Summer.  

We realise that the zoom meetings do offer the opportunity for our more distant members – both in the 

United Kingdom and overseas – to ‘attend’ our meetings, which as mentioned in my last piece has been a 

delight! So, we will explore the possibilities of also offering a zoom facility to our normal monthly meetings 

when they resume, though this may not be practical. This is of course why we try and write up our various 

monthly meetings within this Journal for the benefit of those of you who cannot attend in person.  

On a different note, now that restrictions are easing let’s hope we can have a more normal summer. I have 

various avenues of research to follow up including tracking down and photographing more gravestones in 

Nottingham General Cemetery. As I have remarked before, many of Nottingham’s non-conformists, lace 

manufacturers, and a wide range of other local entrepreneurs were buried here. I suspect that time and the 

ravages of ivy and bramble-growth will make the job more difficult, though anyone who has been round 

some of the London cemeteries will know you almost have to hack your way through a jungle – and tread 

very carefully so that you don’t fall into a vault (!) – to ‘re-discover’ long lost memorials. I suppose this is 

also part of the fun of family history!  

Peter Hammond 

 

 

From the Editor 

I thought I would start with a Smile line, as they say in our parish magazine. As I have mentioned I am now 

trawling through my Smith family ancestors and whilst looking at one of the census returns I noticed a Mr 

Warburton (and family) living next door to a Mr Baker (and family). Well my Dad thought it was amusing.  

It has been quite interesting to note how different some of the family lines have gone even though they have 

all come from one initial couple. Some couples have no children, some children don’t marry. Of those that 

did some lines were quite prolific having between 8 and 10 children and there were even 11 in a couple of 

lines (poor wife!) whereas others only had a couple. We do not seem to have had the high infant mortality 

rates in the Smith line that some of my other families did. It does mean of course that I have a LOT of new 

names to add to my tree now.  

I have also decided to try the DNA route – I know I’m a bit slow off the mark. I am very lucky in that both of 

my parents are still here so I asked if they would oblige. I’ve started with my Dad. I treated myself to two  

Ancestry DNA kits at Christmas and last week I took one round to see him. Before anyone says anything I 

am a part carer for him (he is 90) so I do go in but wear a mask. 

Well when he saw the tube for the saliva you should have heard the moaning. He was never going to be able 

to get enough to fill that, could he have a drink first or could I water it down!! Once I told him that it didn’t 

matter if he took a few minutes to do it he managed it in about 5 seconds. Such a fuss over nothing. I have 

now sent it off and opened an account on Ancestry for him as the Manager. Now its just a case of waiting to 

see what results we get. I decided to go down the DNA route because a) both parents are still here which is 

good and b) because both of my parental surnames are so common I need all the help I can get. Mum is the 

Smith side and Dad is a Brown. 

 

And finally a huge thank you to those of you who are sending in articles for the journal. It is really nice to 

see new names appearing and everyone’s story is different. Keep it up folks. 

 

[If you are not from Britain the smile line may not mean a lot. Warburtons are a firm of bakers.] 

Tracy Dodds 

 

 

South Wheatley burial 

16 April 1719 William Spencer, a quiet good neighbour 

[Ed’s note – what a lovely sentiment] 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNAL 
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George Peter Townsend 
 

On a sad note, we need to announce the death of one of our long-

standing local members Peter Townsend, who died on 20th December 

last. He had been a member of the Society’s Council for many years, 

and served as President between 1999 and 2000. Some of us attended 

his funeral either in person or on line – and it was interesting to hear 

from his family members of some of his other achievements – as well 

as examples of his good humour, which we will inevitably miss.  

Peter Hammond 

 

Peter had been a member of the NFHS since 1984. By April 1996 he 

was the Society’s Strays Co-ordinator. In those days people would send 

in any notifications of Nottinghamshire people appearing in outher 

counties or countries. This included census entries as this was all before 

computer databases. Every so often Strays volumes were published in 

the NFHS Record Series. Peter continued to accept strays up until he 

passed away. I took over as secretary at the time when Peter was 

President so I got to know him well. We would travel down together on 

the train to London to the huge family history events held at Olympia. 

Peter ‘treated’ us one year and we came back first class but he later admitted it was only because the offer 

was so cheap. Then he would travel with me when we drove to York to assist at the Family History fairs held 

at the Racecourse. First order of the day after setting up the stall would be a bacon butty (or two in Peter’s 

case) from the very nice servery there. Travelling together we spoke about a lot of things and we shared 

many interests including a love of classical music and steam trains. He often went up to York with his 

camera photographing engines. 

Peter was also extremely good at remembering our constitution and council members would often ask for his 

opinion regarding this if we weren’t sure. He was also very good at spotting mistakes in minutes etc so he 

kept us on our toes. Thanks Peter 

Tracy Dodds 

 

Peter was a complete reference book regarding the Society. As far as I am concerned what he didn’t know 

wasn’t worth knowing. Aside from all that he was a lovely man. On the nights we had Council meetings we 

used to meet on the bus at Queen Street and travel to our venue. Always early we used to stit outside and srot 

out the affairs of the world between us. I loved those chats. I watched his funeral via zoom and found out a 

lot more about Peter (as we knew him) what a special Dad, Grandad, husband he was. None of it surprised 

me. He will be very much missed. 

Mary Ellis 

 

 

 

Marriage Strays – All Saints, Poplar, Middesex 
Peter Hammond 

 

7 August 1879 

Thomas Henry MEPHAM, bac, stoker, poplar (son of George MEPHAM, beer retailer) married to Mary Ann 

SHAW, spinster, St Peters, Radford, Notts (daughter of John SHAW, scourer). Witnesses include Richard 

SHAW 

 

30 July 1882 

George BEAUMONT, bac, smith, of Cuckney, Notts (son of George BEAUMONT, smith) married to Eliza 

WALKER, spinster, of Poplar (daughter of Joseph WALKER, painter) 
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Once upon a Pantomime 
Trevor Lee – December 2020 Talk via Zoom 

 
Trevor started by running through some safety issues with us. Due to the current times he had ensured that 

his house was thoroughly disinfected and in the case of fire he had some useful hand grenades ready if 

necessary. Evidently you could purchase a hand grenade of sorts – 1 dozen for 45 shillings – and these were 

thrown at the fire to put it out. 

 

Pantomime is a unique form of entertainment and for nearly two centuries it has been a favourite at the 

theatre. Evidently more people go to the panto than any other kind of show. It owes something to the Greeks 

and romans but much more to the Italian tradition of Commedia dell Arte, and a great deal to a man called 

John Rich, the eighteenth century harlequin, and Joseph Grimaldi who made it a national cult. However their 

pantomimes would not be recognised as such today. The Opening at that time was always the shorter part of 

the performance, usually based on the story of a nursery rhyme or classical myth. This would be followed by 

a longer entertainment called the Harlequinade. By the late 1800’s the harlequinade had become a mere 

postscript or afterpiece. The fairytale opening had become almost the whole show. 

 

The Harlequinade would revolve around a comic incident in the 

lives of five main characters. It was developed in England between 

the 17th and mid 19th centuries, originally as a slapstick variation of 

the Commedia dell’Arte. The characters were Harlequin, who loves 

Columbine; Columbine’s greedy and foolish Father, Pantaloon, 

who tries to separate the lovers with a clown and a servant Pierrot. 

The whole thing revolved around chaotic chase scenes with 

bumbling policemen. Harlequin carried a stick with two flexible 

tongues, often called a slapstick because of the sound it made. The 

costume he wore was covered in diamond shapes of different 

colours each of which signified an emotion and he would use the 

stick to point at the colours to show what the relevant emotion was 

being portrayed. Red signified anger; Yellow – jealousy; Blue – 

faithfulness and black was invisibility. At the important part of the 

show he would wave the slapstick and the transformation scene 

would commence which would portray immortal animal characters 

that became human. The Harlequinade was showed less and less 

during the early 1900’s. 

 

By the 1860’s pantomime had established itself as a respectable and traditional comedy performance. The 

only kind of theatre that middle class women and children could attend. The Theatre Royal, Drury Lane held 

a performance each year specialising in increasingly elaborate stage settings. In one production of Beauty 

and the Beast they had a ship so large that tram lines had to be laid down to get it on and off stage. A 

production of Sinbad had an enormous mechanical bird – supposedly depicting the Roc – that took up the 

whole stage for one scene. Unfortunately the bird got stuck and so the curtain had to come down whilst stage 

hands smashed the bird with hammers. Even without these problems scene changes, and there were many, 

could take up to 15 minutes. To keep the audience entertained the theatres would employ people to entertain 

them in front of the curtain and increasingly they used the stars of the Music Halls such as Marie Lloyd who 

were allowed to perform their own repertoire during these moments. 

Audiences loved it, critics not so much. Charles Dickens, in his History of the Pantomime, wrote “then came 

the deluge, the floodgates of music hall were opened, everything that was agreeable about the good comic 

pantomime was drained out”. Drury Lane set the standards and attracted the biggest stars but similar shows 

were being enacted all around the country.  

 

In 1860, St Marys Gate theatre, Nottingham turned 100 years old, it would have been looking a little worse 

for wear by that time. It changed its name to the Theatre Royal and was granted a charter allowing it to show 

a wider variety of shows. One pantomime presented was “Robin Hood or Harlequin Friar Tuck and the 
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merry men of Sherwood Forest”, a very long title. This was very 

common, as much as possible was given in the title hoping to draw in 

customers. 

In September 1865 the current Theatre Royal opened – the old theatre 

changing its name to the Alhambra Music Hall. The first pantomime 

performed was The House that Jack built, opening on December 26th 

1865 thus beginning a long tradition of annual pantomimes in 

Nottingham. There have only been six years when a pantomime has not 

been performed: 1888, twice during the 1920’s, 1965 when My Fair Lady 

continued showing over the season, 1977 when the theatre was 

refurbished and of course this year 2020-21. The seating capacity in the 

theatre initially was 2200, gas lit and on the sunburst in the centre of the 

auditorium there were 120 gas jets. The atmosphere must have been 

extremely stuffy and warm. When the Theatre Royal was built they only 

provided four dressing rooms and it remained like this until 1977. 

Eventually portable and makeshift buildings were erected on the outskirts 

of the building but many companies refused to play there due to the lack 

of facilities. Pantomimes had large casts including many extras such as 

children all needing space. 

 

During the nineteenth century F R Goodyer wrote many pantomimes for 

the Theatre Royal. He was an author and dramatist who had been born in 

London but later lived in Nottingham. He was actually a Chemist & 

Druggist situated on High Street in 1844. It was always good to have 

somebody local writing pantomime because they could add local colour 

to the scripts enabling people to react – pantomime being very much an 

audience participation event. Names given to people in these pantomimes 

would reflect the area such as Lord Wheeler Gate or Sir Gregory 

Boulevard! 

Another writer for the Nottingham pantomimes was George Dance. He 

was born in 1857 in Nottingham and attended the National School in 

Sneinton. He became one of the most successful theatrical managers in 

this country. He had, at one point, twentyfour companies touring the 

country with his productions. He was knighted for services to the theatre 

in 1923.  

 

Over the many years of pantomimes held in Nottingham very many 

famous names have played here. George Formby, Lesley Crowther, Tony 

Hancock, Julie Andrews, John Inman, Barbara Windsor and Billy Dainty 

to name but a few. Trevor himself played in a few local pantomimes, 

taking animal parts so he didn’t need to learn a script! Trevor illustrated 

the talk with posters and pictures from his own collection. He read 

snippets of pantomimes from books of words and we also had a sing song. 

Trevor finished suitably with a verse:- 

  

“So now you see what effect Panto has had on me. 

I hope my bit of nonsense has filled you all with glee. 

Our time together has ended and I know I’ve rattled like a parrot, 

and if you enjoyed it, my name is Trevor Lee,  

but if you haven’t its Jasper Carrott!” 
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Murder or Manslaughter? 
June Cobley 

 

I started to research my family tree about twenty years ago with information I had been given by my mother 

and began to trace her line. I decided to start by ordering my maternal grandmother's birth certificate and 

found that her name was not Martha Ann JEPSON as I had always been told, but was officially Martha Ann 

KETTLEBAND!  Early on I came across a newspaper report about a man called William Kettleband, who 

had supposedly killed his 10 year old son, Isaac. At first I dismissed this as families like mine don't have 

criminals in them! But having found someone on my father's side who was transported, I began to feel that 

criminals in your tree can be exciting and interesting! So I began to research further, willing him to be part of 

my family. And this is the story I found. 

 

William KETTLEBAND was born in Radcliffe on Trent in 1809, being baptised on 25th September that 

year. His mother was Elizabeth KETTLEBURN, baptised in Keyworth on 6th May 1781. At that time 

Keyworth and the area around it were the hotspot for KETTLEBAND/KETTLEBURN or other variations of 

the name. There was no father mentioned. Three years after William's birth, Elizabeth, now of Bunny, 

married Isaac WOODWARD at Keyworth, so William now had a father figure. 

 

It is difficult to know what William's early life was like, but it's likely that he was sent to work on the land as 

soon as he was able to, most likely as a young child. 

In 1830 he married Hannah HILL in St Marys Church, Nottingham and they had two sons, William, baptised 

in St Peter's, Nottingham, on 26th January 1831 and Isaac, baptised on 3rd February 1833 at St Mary's, 

Nottingham. Hannah died in 1834. 

I next found William on the 1841 census. He had married Elizabeth TOWLE, a widow ten years older than 

himself, in Keyworth on 28th November 1836. On the 1841 census the family were living in Rectory Farm 

Houses in Stanton on the Wolds, not far from Keyworth. He was an agricultural labourer and had three 

children; Isaac aged 8, Mary aged 4, and Ann TOWLE, his step daughter aged 8. William, his eldest son, 

was living with his grandparents, Isaac and Ann HILL in the brick yard in Saxondale. Isaac was a brick 

maker and had an apprentice. 

 

But life was to change for the KETTLEBAND family on Friday 19th May 1843 when Isaac was 10, and the 

events of that day would go nationwide. At this time William and Isaac were working at a farm in Wysall 

owned by Henry HEBB, William as an waggoner and Isaac as a ploughboy. The farm was a mile outside 

Wysall, with barns, stables and a pond. It is thought that it was on the Wymeswold Road but I have been 

unable to find more than that.  

From newspaper reports about the events of that day and a report of the inquests I have put together this 

report. 

Isaac had driven the plough for Joseph SIMPSON earlier that day. The horses were stabled at around 2pm 

and Joseph left Isaac at the stables about 2.30pm. Isaac returned home for his dinner at 3pm then went back 

to the barn. His mother, Elizabeth, said he seemed quite cheerful. Later that day he played with William 

ELLIOT who then left him and went to play on the road. 

Elizabeth was described as an 'exceedingly clean, decent woman'. She said her husband, William, had gone 

to collect coals on the Friday morning. I wondered why but on checking the 1841 census, I found that 

William's step father, Isaac WOODWARD, was living in Keyworth, occupation 'Coal Igler'! William 

returned about 4pm. He had obviously been drinking and was in a terrible rage, so much so that he knocked 

Elizabeth over on top of her little girl. 

After this William seems to have gone out several times and said he was looking for Isaac. 

Francis FRISBY, a farm labourer, saw William at the barn about 6.30pm and he appeared to be blocking the 

door. William asked if Francis had seen Isaac then said he must have gone bird nesting. 

The 2 men often went home together but that night William stayed at the barn. They spoke a while about the 

price of coal then Francis went home. On looking back he saw several horses in the yard although William 

had said it was too cold for them to be out. Francis saw William at home about 30 mins later. He was seen 

twice more that evening at the farm and returning from it.  
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John ELLIOT, who lived in Wysall, was up with a sick child at 4am the next morning, saw William pass his 

house on horseback and spoke to him. 

 

On his convict records William was described as 5'5" tall, swarthy complexion, black hair and whiskers and 

dark eyes. He had a scar on his left leg where a horse had kicked him and a scar under his right ear from a 

broken jaw. He could read and write. 

We can get an idea of William KETTLEBAND's character from witnesses at the trial and what poor Isaac 

had to put up with. Mary WALKER, the wife of John, a carrier of Keyworth said she used to live near 

William. She had often seen him 'kick and beat his son cruelly' and heard him use abusive language towards 

him. Once she saw Isaac running down the street dressed only in his shirt with his father chasing him, then 

heard a cry as though someone was being beaten. 

John HALLAM was a labourer who lived in Wysall. About 2 weeks earlier he had seen William beat his son 

with a whip-stock and had frequently seen him pelt Isaac with clods which injured him. Once he saw 

William throw a plough paddle at Isaac and he often kicked him violently. Isaac would sometimes run away 

from his father to avoid injury. Ann MORRIS, 32 said a relative had told her that Isaac was ill used by his 

father. Others said that William beat Isaac but not the 2 girls. Two or three years earlier Isaac had tried to 

hang himself and had said that he wished either he or his father were dead so his misery would end. Isaac 

would run away from his father and would often stay away from home for several days. 

 

According to witnesses at the inquests and the trial, William acted strangely over the next few days. He 

seemed loathe to go out to look for Isaac although he did on the Sunday. Elizabeth sent her daughter, 

presumably Ann TOWLE, to Keyworth but she found nothing. William went with Elizabeth by horse and 

cart to look for Isaac on Monday, visiting Shelford and Keyworth. He waited in the cart while Elizabeth went 

to ask about Isaac. He said he dare not go into the house because he would be accused of cruel treatment of 

the boy. Elizabeth called on her cousin in Plumtree but William told her not to say why she was visiting. 

Back at the farm William asked a fellow farm labourer, THOMAS HAZLEDINE, to trample on crops in the 

barn. Later he turned 6 horses into the pond instead of the usual 2. 

His fellow farm workers were obviously concerned about the disappearance of Isaac and repeatedly 

suggested dragging the pond with a rake. William kept saying that Isaac would not be there and would walk 

away.  

On Tuesday, four days after Isaac had last been seen, the farm workers again suggested that William should 

drag the pond. So he went to the pond with the workers and a wooden hay rake. He began to drag the pond 

but did not rake thoroughly. He put the rake in 2 or 3 times but always carefully at the same spot. They all 

went back to work and William went out, supposedly to look for Isaac. 

After a while the some of the farm workers, Joseph SIMPSON,  Francis FRISBY, Thomas HAZLEDINE 

and BERRIDGE (I don't have his first name), decided to rake the pond again and soon found the body 4 or 5 

feet from the edge. Isaac's cap was missing  so the pond was drained and it was found at the bottom. The 

body was taken to Wysall church.  

 

When William returned he heard that Isaac had been found in the pond. He seemed bewildered and told his 

wife to send for a joiner to make a coffin. He asked whether there were any marks on the body and said if 

there were the horses would have done it. He thought Isaac must have fallen into the pond while playing with 

the rats. William said that he wanted Isaac to be buried then everything would be alright, and went to find the 

Vicar. 

Two women from the village, Ann MORRIS and Elizabeth DERRICK, washed Isaac's body. It was very 

dirty and the neck appeared loose. 

 

The Inquests were held at 'The Plough', whose landlord was Isaac BALDOCK. The first one was held before 

Mr C SWANN, coroner on Wednesday 24th May. The verdict was 'accidentally drowned'. Following the 

inquest the local people were not satisfied with the result. They knew that Isaac had been with William not 

long before his death and they knew how badly Isaac was treated by his father and that Isaac had often 

wished he were dead. On Wednesday they sent for Mr Benjamin Webster BROWN, a surgeon from 

Wymeswold, to examine the body as no surgeon had examined it. Mr BROWN examined the body and his 

conclusion was that, although he could find no marks on the body, the neck was broken and had been when 

the body entered the water. When William heard this he coloured and seemed quite staggered. 
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Mr SWANN, the coroner, was sent for and a second inquest was held. 12 local farmers comprised the jury. 

William was arrested by Policeman BURROWS and was taken to the County Gaol. 

On the following Monday the inquest resumed. William was brought from Nottingham and was kept in the 

back kitchen during the inquest in heavy chains and handcuffs. His wife sat with him most of the time. The 

examiners were Benjamin Webster BROWN, Mr. THOMPSON, surgeon of Nottingham and John Calthrop 

WILLIAMS, physician of Nottingham, who worked at the General Hospital and Lunatic Asylum.  

Years ago I read that John Calthrop WILLIAMS was killed 1856. He had been to dine at Wollaton Hall and 

was returning when he fell out of his carriage at the top of Derby Road. He died a few hours later.  

William was questioned and said little except that he had not done it. In conclusion, the jury did not think 

they had sufficient evidence to commit William for wilful murder, but they believed that the death was 

caused by some person. William was discharged. 

 

I have not managed to find out why and when William was arrested again and taken to court charged with 

killing Isaac. 

The Trial took place in the Winter Assizes in Nottingham on 19th December 1843. The Judge was the Right 

Honorable Sir James PARKE. The trial went on all day, and towards the end of the afternoon the Judge 

decided to carry on into the evening. Summing up was done and the jury retired at 11pm. Half an hour later 

they came back with the verdict 'Guilty of Manslaughter'. In the Judges summing up he said the jury had 

been very merciful, and had it been left to him he would have been passing the sentence of death. It was a 

brutal, wicked act, and deserved the full penalty of the law which was transportation for the term of his 

natural life. 

 

There is some information about the rest of William's life.  

He sailed to Norfolk Island on the Blundell, leaving London in March 1844 and arriving in July 1844, 102 

days later.  There were 210 convicts 'of the worst class'. The convicts were taken from Millbank Prison 

where they had been held, down the Thames by steamship to the ship that was moored off the Kent coast 

near Deal. There were 40 crew and soldiers. There was only one death on the voyage; a soldier who had 

signs of consumption before setting sail. 

There was a new system for the convicts sleeping on the ship. Each prisoner had his own berth measuring 

about 20" wide and 'sufficiently long'. The prisoners could, therefore, leave their bed without climbing over 

others. 

The ship docked at 

Norfolk Island where 

William spent four 

years.  

In 1847 he was sent to 

Van Diemans Land. He 

gained his ticket of 

leave in 1854. This 

meant he could work 

for himself within a 

certain area, reporting 

regularly to local 

authorities, and 

attending church on a Sunday if possible. They could not leave the colony. In 1859 he was recommended for 

a Conditional Pardon. He received this in 1860 meaning that as he had a life sentence, he had the freedom of 

the colony. but could not return to England. 

William died at the Newtown Charitable Institute, supposedly aged 90, of senile debility. He was buried in 

the Paupers Section of the Cornelian Bay Cemetery. 

 

So was this murder or manslaughter? 

 

And to end, I should tell you that William was my first cousin 5 times removed!  

 

June Cobley  Email j.cobley03@btinternet.com 

mailto:j.cobley03@btinternet.com
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The Green Family from Bingham 
Gill Watkins 

 
My 2x great grandparents John HOPEWELL and Rebecca GREEN were married 4 October 1846 at St 

Mary’s Church, Nottingham. Rebecca gave her father’s name as Robert GREEN, a Labourer, deceased. The 

1851 census gave me the information that she was born in Bingham, c1826, and indeed she was baptised at 

St Mary’s and All Saints Church, Bingham on 7 October 1826, daughter of Robert GREEN, Carrier, and his 

wife Mary. The Family Bible, started by John and Rebecca, gives her date of birth as 5 October. 

 

The 1841 census shows Robert GREEN, age 65, a Cottager, living with his two daughters, Elizabeth (19) 

and Rebecca (15) in Long Acre, Bingham. I presumed that this was my Rebecca and her sister living with 

their father, my 3x great grandfather, who appeared to be a widower. Looking for a Death Index for a Mary 

GREEN, I found a possible entry in the Mar Q, 1841. The Death Certificate confirmed that she was the wife 

of Robert GREEN, Carrier, who died of Phthisis, 28 Feb 1841 aged 49, giving an estimated date of birth 

about 1791. She was buried 2 Mar 1841 at St Mary and All Saints Church, Bingham. A newspaper 

announcement of her death gives her age as 50.  

Robert died the following year on 13 Jun 1842. His death certificate revealed Robert GREEN, aged 66 years, 

occupation; Gardener, cause of death; Hung himself, he being of unsound mind at the time he did so. The 

informant was C SWANN, Coroner. The following newspaper article gives details of the Coroner's Report  

Nottingham Review 17 June 1842.  

“Inquests before C. SWANN, Esq., Coroner. On Tuesday last, at the House of Hannah Whitworth, the King's 

Head, Bingham, on view of the body of Robert Green. Elizabeth Green, aged nineteen, said the deceased was 

her father; he was 66 years old, and a gardener; he had very good health, but not a sound mind; he was 

watched everywhere he went, and her sister Rebecca used to lock his bed-room door every night after he had 

gone to bed, and put the key under her pillow. On Sunday night last, he went to bed about eleven o'clock, and 

she locked the door and put the key under her pillow; they heard nothing of him during the night, but on 

Monday morning he was missing; they supposed he had gone to his son's at East Bridgford, but on searching 

for him, he was found in Mr Pilgrim's hovel, hanging by the neck, and quite dead. He had taken one of his 

own halters, tied it round his neck, attached it to the top of the hay rack, and then slid himself from the 

manger. Verdict, "Hung himself - he being of unsound mind at the time." 

 

I therefore knew that Robert had a son but no means of identifying him at that time. 

 

In 2011 two things happened which allowed me to fill in more details. Firstly, I bought the set of 

Nottinghamshire Parish Register CD’s. Secondly, I read a back copy of the Nottinghamshire FHS Journal. 

This featured an article by the Bingham Heritage Trails Association (BHTA). I immediately went and 

‘Googled’ the site. There was a picture of Donkey Green’s Cottage, along with a record of past occupants! 

From the Parish Register Baptism Viewer, I was able to identify Robert GREEN’s children and confirm my 

suspicion that he had been married twice. Robert GREEN was baptised 27 May 1776 in Bingham, the 

younger of two sons of William and Alice GREEN. His first marriage was to Elizabeth - c1798, (Elizabeth’s 

identity yet to be confirmed). They had five children baptised at St Mary and All Saints Church, Bingham – 

William bpt 11 Nov 1798 

Mary bpt 5 Oct 1800  

Sarah bpt 26 Jun 1803  

Jane bpt 4 Apr 1813 

Robert bpt 5 Jan 1817. 

 

Elizabeth, wife of Robert GREEN, Cottager, died, aged 42, in November 1821 and was buried 16 Nov 1821 

in Bingham Churchyard. She is interred with her young daughter, Jane, who died two years earlier. A search 

through the newspapers resulted in the following report. 

The Stamford Mercury on Fri 19 Feb 1819 

“Last Saturday, whilst one Robert Green, carrier, of Bingham, Notts, and his wife, were at Nottingham, a 

child of theirs, a girl of six years old, in reaching some water which stood near the fire, allowed her apron to 

be caught by the blaze, and upon her running into the yard for assistance, a strong current of air met her, and 
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the poor creature was immediately enveloped in flame, and was so miserably burnt, as to die in consequence 

the next day.” 

 

Following Elizabeth’s death, Robert married Mary c1822. I have yet to confirm her identify. The Notts FHS 

Marriage Parish Register Viewer shows the marriage of a Robert GREEN to Mary MART at St Patrick's 

Church, Nuthall, 25 November 1822. The CD doesn't give the groom’s parish and I have yet to check the 

original register. While that may be the correct marriage I do have some reservations. Firstly, Nuthall is over 

14 miles from Bingham. Secondly, looking for a baptism for Mary MART, without stipulating any date or 

parish of birth, there are only two results. One born 1890, so obviously not correct, the other born in Nuthall 

in 1771, making her too old to be the mother of Elizabeth and Rebecca, and aged 69, as opposed to 49, the 

age given on her death certificate and in a newspaper announcement of her death. Of course Mary may have 

been married twice, as was Robert. 

 

The son to whom it was supposed Robert had gone on the night of his death would have been Robert (1816 – 

1889), who married Frances (Fanny) UPTON 26 Jun 1837 at St Peter's Church, East Bridgford, 

Nottinghamshire. They were living in East Bridgford at the time of the 1841 census with their two sons, 

William, aged 3, and John, aged 1. This Robert was a Blacksmith through the 1841 to 1871 censuses and a 

Cottager on the 1881 census. 

 

There were two William GREEN’s born circa 1798/1799, one baptised 11 Nov 1798, Bingham, son of 

Robert and Elizabeth GREEN, the other baptised 16 May 1799, Bingham, son of William and Elizabeth 

GREEN, the nephew of Robert. Throughout the censuses William and Sarah GREEN were living next door 

to either Robert GREEN (the Elder), or Robert and Frances GREEN (Junior) and for a long time I believed 

this William GREEN to be the elder son of Robert and Elizabeth GREEN. He married Sarah WOODWARD 

on 14 Feb 1825 in Bingham. However, during lockdown last year I discovered a newspaper article in the 

Nottingham Journal, 9 Jun 1848 requesting William, son of Robert GREEN, make contact regarding a 

bequest. This in turn led me to the Will of Robert GREEN, and proved that my theory was incorrect. 

 

In his Will, written 10 February 1841, (just 18 days before his wife Mary died), Robert GREEN bequeathed 

everything to his dear wife, Mary GREEN and after her death to the use of his two daughters "Elizabeth 

GREEN and Rebecca GREEN, Spinsters, in equal moieties, as Tenants in Common, and to their respective 

Heirs and Assigns for ever" subject to three further legacies. Those legacies were £50 each to his son 

William GREEN, his daughter Sarah, wife of John PAILING, for her sole use to be paid to her alone, and to 

his son Robert GREEN, the younger. He went on to state that he thought his son, William GREEN, was 

residing in the United States of America. As he had not heard anything of him for several years, and did not 

know whether he was alive or dead, he 

directed that unless William GREEN, or his 

child or children by his first wife claimed 

their inheritance within six years of his death 

then the same Legacy and Interest should be 

given to his brother, Robert GREEN, the 

younger. I have no further knowledge of 

William GREEN or his wife/wives or 

children at this time.  

 

I was also able to ascertain from Robert GREEN's Will that his daughter Mary had died before 1841 since 

there is no mention of her. In addition it revealed that his daughter Sarah was the wife of John PALING. 

They were married in Bingham on 27 Jan 1823. Sarah died 16 Sep 1882 in Radcliffe on Trent, 

Nottinghamshire. 
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From the House History 

(BHTA) of Donkey 

Green’s Cottage in Long 

Acre it is suggested that 

three generations of the 

GREEN family can be 

tracked through the 

censuses as living at the 

property. I believe that 

the family connection 

may go back further than 

that.  

Looking at the 1776 

conjectural map of 

Bingham on the BHTA, 

Francis MARSHALL 

(c1710 – Oct 1782) was 

residing at what was to 

become known as 

Donkey Green’s Cottage 

at that time. William 

GREEN (c1740 – Jan 

1780) held the tenancy at 

nearby properties. Francis 

MARSHALL’s daughter Alice (1745 – 1789) married William GREEN, 8 Jun 1772 in Bingham. William 

and Alice had two sons, William baptised 6 Apr 1774 and Robert in 1776, my 3x great grandfather, referred 

to above. So William and Alice GREEN are my 4x great grandparents. William GREEN died two years 

before his father-in-law Francis MARSHALL, leaving his young family behind. His wife Alice died nine 

years after her husband and seven years after her father. According to the Parish Burial Register, she 

poisoned herself. Francis MARSHALL and his wife Mary HOUGHTON (abt 1712 – 1784) are my 5x great 

grandparents. 

 

One further fact is that Elizabeth GREEN, the older sister of 

my 2x great grandmother Rebecca, married Henry 

CHALLAND (3 Feb 1823 – 24 Dec 1923) from East 

Bridgford on 27 Aug 1843 at the Register Office, Bingham. 

Rebecca was one of their witnesses. Their son Frederick 

CHALLAND was baptised 24 Nov 1844 in East Bridgford. 

I understand they also had a daughter, Elizabeth, c1846. The 

family emigrated to Canada in 1846, but Elizabeth, the 

mother, died shortly afterwards in Jun 1847 of “emigrant 

fever” at Kingston, Frontenac, Ontario, Canada. The baby, 

Elizabeth, was believed to have been stolen from the 

hospital in Kingston at the age of 9 months. Henry was to 

marry twice more, having 10 children with his second wife 

and a further three with his third making 15 in total. He died 

in Aurora, Illinois at the age of 100. 

 

Gill Watkins Member No: 4182 

camley14gill@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Henry Challand 1823-1923 

Donkey Green’s Cottage from an old postcard used by BHTA amongst other 

sources. 



13 

 

Found after 8 years 

Nottingham wife traces husband to Manchester 
Phil Hand 

 
The Nottingham Evening Post, Wednesday, March 23, 1921 

A Nottingham wife who had only once seen her husband in eight years appeared in the Nottingham 

Summons Court to-day to ask for a maintenance order against him. 

Florence May Bramley, 44, Harley-street, Castle-boulevard, a lace mender, said she was married to Claudian 

Edward Bramley, now of 94, Bignor-street, Cheetham-street, Manchester on Christmas Day, 1909, and lived 

together at various addresses in Nottingham and Leeds. There were no children of the marriage. In July, 

1912, they settled in Main-street, Bulwell, where her husband had a butcher’s business. One Sunday in July 

of that year they had a quarrel about his being in the company of other women. As a result the business and 

home were sold up, defendant telling her he was going to America, and that she could go to _________. 

He did in fact go to America, and she received two letters from Chili, without any address. She heard nothing 

more until 1916, when she heard he was in Manchester. She went to she him there, and found him living 

with a woman named Percival. He asked her not to make a bother, as he had a good appointment as the 

manager of a picture palace, and would see her all right. 

 

Traced to Manchester 

As she only received 10s. 6d. from him, she went to Manchester to see him again, but he was gone. In 

February of this year she found him an inmate of an asylum in Lancashire. Before going into the hospital he 

had been living with another woman in Manchester, who had had a child with him. She had since discovered 

that he had formerly kept a picture palace of his own at Exeter, and was a manager of another palace in 

Tottenham Court-road, London. 

By Mr. R. A. Young (for defendant): She denied that they shared the proceeds of the shop and furniture. She 

also denied that they parted by mutual consent, and that since she told defendant’s sister that she wished to 

have a divorce from her brother, as she knew of someone who would be pleased to marry her. 

Complainant’s sister gave evidence of going to see her sister at Bulwell, in July, 1912, and found her crying. 

She was told by defendant to go, as he said he was off to America. 

 

After several Quarrels 

Defendant, giving evidence, said they agreed to part in 1912, after several quarrels, and he went to America. 

From there he wrote every week for six months, but received no reply. In 1914 he returned to Nottingham, 

and stayed here four months, but having heard that his wife did not want anything more to do with him he 

went to Manchester, and since, owing to a breakdown, he had to go into a mental hospital. At present he was 

doing a little butchering. 

By Mr. W. E. Comery (for the wife): He went to Manchester with a married woman from Nottingham, and 

since has been living with another woman, who had had a child by him. 

Defendant’s sister said complainant told her on one occasion that she wanted a divorcee, as she had found 

someone who would please her better. 

The magistrates (Mr. W. Hunt and Mr. J. B. Hughes) made an order for £2 a week. 

 

 

Although Florence May (nee Elliott) is a relation of mine, when I initially read the above I wondered if there 

might have been a little blame on both sides, but then I found a passenger arrival record which hints strongly 

at her husband’s behaviour. This shows Claudian returning from South Africa with his son’s mother, 

Gertrude A Wilkinson (but pretending to be Florence May Bramley) and his son. 

 

Southampton, 4th September 1922. Ship: “Saxon”. Whence Arrived: Natal. 

Bramley, Claudian E, Bacon Curer, 32 

Bramley, Florence May, 30 

Bramley, Jack, 2 

94 Bignor St, Hightown, Manchester. 
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Matrimonial Causes Act. 

This act was introduced in 1923 and enabled either partner to petition for divorce on the basis of their 

spouse’s adultery (previously, only the man had been able to do this). Florence May was one of the first 

females to take advantage of this change in the law when she filed for divorce in 1925. The following is a 

section from her petition: 

 

The Humble Petition of Florence May Bramley of 27, Ilkeston Road, in the City of Nottingham. 

SHEWETH 

 

1. That your petitioner, then Florence May Elliott, Spinster, was on the 25th day of December, 1909, 

lawfully married to Claudian Edward Bramley at the Parish Church in the Parish of Saint Nicholas in 

the County of Nottingham. 

2. That after her said marriage your petitioner lived and cohabited with her said husband at divers places 

and finally at 20, Main Street, Bulwell, in the City of Nottingham, and that your petitioner and her said 

husband have had no issue of their said marriage. 

3. That on the 11th June 1911 at number 6 Anarth Terrace, Kingslake Street, Nottingham, aforesaid, the 

said Claudian Edward Bramley after locking the doors of the said house threatened to cut off your 

petitioner’s head, and also to do your petitioner in before the morning with an open razor which he then 

held in his hand, and he followed your petitioner about the said house with the open razor in his hand 

repeating the said threats until she escaped from him. 

4. That in or about the month of May 1912 at 20 Main Street, Bulwell, aforesaid, the said Claudian 

Edward Bramley after locking the doors of the said house picked up a knife and seized hold of your 

petitioner and threatened to cut off her head with the same. Your petitioner wrenched herself free from 

his grasp and the said Claudian Edward Bramley then pinched your petitioner’s arms and twisted her 

wrists until they were severely bruised thereby causing her great pain. 

5. That in or about the month of July 1912 at 20, Main Street, Bulwell, aforesaid, and in and during the 

years 1910, 1911, and 1912 the said Claudian Edward Bramley has habitually used coarse, violent, and 

threatening language towards your petitioner. 

6. That on or about the 21st day of July 1912 the said Claudian Edward Bramley left your petitioner, sold 

up the house, and has ever since lived separate and apart from her, and has deserted her without 

reasonable cause for two years and upwards. 

7. That from about the month of February 1920 to about the month of November 1920 the said Claudian 

Edward Bramley, at 75, Park Street, Denmark Road, in the City of Manchester, lived and cohabited and 

habitually committed adultery with a woman named Gertrude Wilkinson. 

8. That from about the month of February 1921 to about the month of March 1921, at 24, Bignor Street, 

Hightown, in the City of Manchester, the said Claudian Edward Bramley lived and cohabited and 

habitually committed adultery with the said Gertrude Wilkinson. 

 Your Petitioner Therefore Humbly Prays 

 that your Lordship will be pleased to 

 decree her a dissolution of her said marriage. 

 Signed 

 Florence May Bramley. 

 

Claudian didn’t contest the case and Florence was finally granted her divorce on the 16th January 1928. It 

probably came as a relief to both parties, as Florence remarried on the 28th January (to Harold Macbeth) and 

Claudian remarried a couple of weeks later to (the above mentioned) Gertrude Wilkinson. 

 

 

 

 

Newark Balderton Gate Wesleyan Methodist burials. 

1854 Jan 13 Katherine Sarah HASTLING, 8, Newark Scarlet Fever. 

1854 Jan 18 Frances Marion HASTLING, 6, Newark Scarlet Fever. 

1854 Feb 09 Henry Chisholm HASTLING, 9m. Newark Scarlet fever. 
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Nottingham’s Redgates – Artists and Manufacturers 
Clifford Hughes 

 
This was going to be one of my usual articles about how a particular surname is related to a particular part of 

the county, and indeed the Redgate name is very strongly associated with the city of Nottingham itself: in 

1881 over half the 440 Redgates in the UK lived in and around Nottingham. However, in researching the 

name I found that some Redgates had noteworthy careers, which I think casts light on the role of the city. 

Arthur William initially stood out, and researching him also threw up some pitfalls genealogists need to 

guard against. On the 14th of October 1796 Sylvanus I and Mary Redgate baptised their son Sylvanus II at St 

Mary’s in Nottingham. Where they came from originally I have not been able to discover, but many 

Redgates are recorded in the villages west of the city in the 17th century. Young Sylvanus himself married in 

the 1830s and by 1841 was keeping a shop in St Anns. In 1839 his wife Harriet bore him a son, Sylvanus III. 

Sylvanus II died quite young in the 1840s, leaving Harriet to attempt to survive as a mangler of clothes. In 

the 1851 census all her older children were working in the lace trade to support the family through what must 

have been hard times. Sylvanus III was 12 and a winder. Further income was obtained by taking in a lodger, 

as so many families did. When I had got this far with the census I thought I was doing well with a rare name 

like Sylvanus to follow. I found Arthur at 9 months old living with his father Sylvanus in 1861, on 

Parliament Street. But……. the ages didn’t match! This Silvanus was 33, only 10 years after Sylvanus III 

had been 12. So I returned to earlier censuses and found Sylvanus IV. Parish registers helped by showing a 

Sylvanus, born in 1827 and baptised at Nottingham St Peter’s, and present at Sherwood Place with 42 year 

old father John, a shoemaker, and Mary. This Sylvanus became an artist and was living in a complicated 

household in 1851 with, amongst others, 3 unmarried Redgate sisters who appear to have been his aunties. 

As an aside, I imagine the 2 Redgate families using Sylvanus as a forename were related. I wonder why 

Sylvanus IV became an artist. His father was a shoemaker, and shoemakers as a group tended to be creative, 

intellectually curious, and politically radical. Perhaps Silvanus IV inherited some of these characteristics, and 

grew up in an open and encouraging family. Of course he might have been aware of the example of 

Nottingham’s earlier artists, Sandby and Bonington! He was married and was concentrating on portrait 

painting in 1861. He moved frequently over the next 20 or so years, to what I suspect were good addresses 

on Park Row and in Lenton, which seems to have been developing as a well-off suburb at that time. By this 

time 20 year old Arthur was already an artist, and of course in his case it is easy to see why - he had the 

example and encouragement of his father and no doubt inherited talent. His brother Herbert, 3 years younger, 

was a lace designer, so it looks as if there was definitely a family talent there. Arthur’s talent led him in a 

different direction from his father - the 1891 census describes him as an “artist landscapes and cattle”, which 

is remarkably detailed and accurate. Paintings by both father and son, mainly of local worthies and scenes, 

can be viewed online, and can command prices of thousands of pounds. However, unlike his father, Arthur 

did not live to a ripe old age. He survived only into his 40s, whereas his father, who had finally settled, at 

Arundel Street, Lenton, was still painting portraits in his 70s, after the turn of the century. Herbert did not 

marry until both his parents had died, and in 1911 was working as a lace curtain designer on his own 

account. A peculiarity concerning Arthur is his middle name. This is recorded as Walker in the 1861 census, 

and I notice that his mother’s sister, who was living with them, was named Walker. It was of course not 

uncommon to use a wife’s surname in a child’s name. Why he later referred to himself as Arthur William I 

do not know, but he can be found on the internet with either middle name.  

 

I have come across other Redgates who became notable locally. Redgate iron founders and stove 

manufacturers were set up by John Redgate, who lived in Hyson Green in 1851 and employed 36 hands, but 

I can find little further information about him. On the other hand, I well remember Redgate’s ‘pop’ from my 

childhood. In this case I have seen little data about this company but one can follow via the censuses the 

rather interesting family life of the firm’s founder James. As a child he and his parents lived with his 

grandfather, a lace manufacturer, in Sneinton. By the age of 24 (1881) he had already set up a mineral water 

manufacturing business, catering for the more varied diet becoming available to all classes, and by 1891 he 

had already been married and widowed. He was then living with 55 year ol Adelaide Reckless, a widow, in 

Beeston. From the next 2 censuses it appears that he was married twice more. Perhaps there is another article 

to be written about him! It seems to me that the opportunities living in a city offered, and the variety of 

different examples ambitious youngsters would come across, might well have encouraged them to develop 
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and make best use of their abilities. There was also the consideration that an expanding economy, and the 

presence of wealthy people often self made men with the means and desire to be portrayed on canvas, would 

provide a ready market for specialist skills. And we know from the life and novels of D H Lawrence that 

Nottingham had a thriving Bohemian community by the early 20th century. 

 

 
 

39 Long Row, The Market Place, Nottingham by Sylvanus Redgate,  

Photo credit: Nottingham City Museums & Galleries, CC BY-NC-ND 

 

 

 

Nottingham Gazette, and Political, Literary, Agricultural and Commercial Register for the Midland 

Counties 

Friday 23 September 1814 

 

Died, lately, in Gray’s Alms House, Taunton, Hannah Murton, aged 82. The deceased was a maiden lady. 

About 10 years since, she purchased for herself a coffin, in which, whenever she felt serious illness, she 

immediately deposited herself. The old lady’s coffin was not, however, exclusively appropriated to the 

reception of her mortal remains, but served also as her wardrobe and the usual depository of her bread and 

cheese. 

 

Extracted by Peter Hammond 
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Story behind the Stone – Bulwell and Hayton 
Tracy Dodds 

 
Percy Hartshorne Cooper was born 4 July 1855 and baptised on 1st August at St George’s Church, Leeds. He 

was the son of Samuel Thomas Cooper and Anne nee Barber. He was their eldest child, having brothers 

Arthur Francis Thomas Cooper, Samuel Robert Cooper and a sister Ada Beatrice Cooper. Samuel Thomas 

was a member of the firm Messrs Cooper, Field and Hood, founders of the Leeds iron works. After being 

active in the firm for over twenty years he retired in 1865 and moved to a new home he had purchased, 

Bulwell Hall in Nottinghamshire where he sadly died a few years later in 1871. The Hall then went to Percy 

and Arthur. 

As befitting a well to do young man Percy was well educated, attending Christ Church, Oxford, finishing in 

1876 at the age of twenty. At this time he was also involved with the Yeomanry Cavalry of southern 

Nottinghamshire as he was appointed as a Sub-Lieutenant in November 1873, only resigning his commission 

in June 1877. 

The role of High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire was an elected position, mostly consisting of ceremonial duties 

by this time rather than that of the original role of law enforcement, and a new High Sheriff is installed every 

March.  

Derbyshire Advertiser & Journal 18 November 1881 – The High Sheriffs for 1882 

On Saturday the ancient ceremony of nominating the sheriffs of England and Wales took place in the court 

of Queens Bench in the presence of the Lord Chief Justice, some of the other judges, the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, and the Home Secretary. 

For Nottinghamshire :- Percy Hartshorne Cooper of Bulwell, Esq. 

Percy was nominated again the following year and then again for a third year running.  

The Derbyshire Times Saturday 10 March 1883 - Appointment of Sheriffs 

A supplement of the London Gazette, issued on Saturday, contained the official appointments of sheriffs for 

the present year. The following represents Nottinghamshire:- Percy Hartshorne Cooper of Bulwell, Esquire 

Mansfield Reporter Friday 23 March 1883 - The New High Sheriff of Notts 

Mr Percy Hartshorne Cooper, of  Bulwell Hall, attended at the Shire Hall, Nottingham, on Saturday and 

made his declaration of office before entering upon his duties as High Sheriff for the County of Nottingham.  

 

During this time he was also appointed as Deputy Lieutenant of the County 

The Mansfield Reporter Friday 21 April 1882 

The London Gazette of Friday night contained the following commissions, signed by the Lord Lieutenant of 

the County of Nottingham:- Percy Hartshorne Cooper Esq to be Deputy Lieutenant, dated 5 April 1882. 

 

Percy never married and sadly didn’t enjoy a long life, dying at the young age of 37. By this time he had 

moved away from Bulwell and was living at Park Hill House in Torquay. His death was widely reported in 

the newspapers of the time. 

The Mansfield Reporter Friday 13 January 1893  

Much regret is felt in the county of Notts at the untimely death of Mr Percy Hartshorne Cooper JP, DL, 

formerly of Bulwell Hall, and sometime associated with Captain Rolleston in the Mastership of the South 

Notts Hounds, who has succumbed to inflammation of the lungs at the age of 37. He was a fine all-round 

sportsman, equally expert with rod and gun, and a capital horseman; he could hold his own with our best 

gentlemen riders between the flags. 

 

Nottingham Evening Post Tuesday 10 January 1893 - 

The late Mr Percy Hartshorne Cooper 

The funeral of the late Mr Percy Hartshorne Cooper will 

take place tomorrow (Wednesday) at Bulwell Church 

2pm. 

He was laid to rest in the churchyard of  Bulwell St Mary 

and a brass plaque was placed in the church in his 

memory.  
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The County Gentleman 6 May 1893 - Will of the late Mr P H 

Cooper 

The will of the late Mr Percy Hartshorne Cooper, formerly of Bulwell 

Hall, Nottinghamshire and subsequently of  Park Hill House, Torquay, 

who died at Chiswick on the 7th of January, has been proved. The 

testator appointed his brother , Mr Arthur Francis Thomas Cooper, of  

Barton Blount, Derbyshire, his sole executor, and to him 

administration of the estate has been granted. The gross value of the 

personalty amounted to £7370 17s 9d and the net value upon which 

probate is levied is £5524 8s 10d, the stamp duty being £168. 

Bulwell Hall was sold to Thomas Hardy of Kimberley. 

 

 

 

Hayton Church 

Percy is also commemorated on a brass plaque in Hayton Church to 

the north of the county. Historically the Hartshorne family had a 

moated house here called Hayton Castle, but this name now belongs to 

a farmhouse.  

 

Antony HARTSHORNE died 1808 

of Hayton Castles High Sherriff of Notts 1786. Born 1739 

also Percy Hartshorne COOPER died 7 Jan 1893 his nephew. Late 

Bulwell Hall JP & DL High Sherriff 1883. Born 4 Jul 1855 [Tablet 

erected by Rosamund Anne & Sarah BARBER of Hayton Castles] 

 

 

 

Advertisments from Wrights 1858 Directory of Nottingham 
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 Marriages at the Wesley Chapel, Broad Street, Nottingham 1845 – 1861 
Peter Hammond 

 
The Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in Broad Street (popularly known as the ‘Wesley Chapel’) was opened in 

1839. The building still survives today but is now heavily disguised as Nottingham’s Broadway Cinema! 

When you enter the building the four fluted stone columns still remain behind the huge glass façade.  

 

Wesley Chapel when new, as illustrated in Orange’s History & Antiquities of Nottingham, 1840 (opp p.809) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wesley Chapel today (Broadway Cinema) 

 

 

From 1845 onwards the Wesley Chapel was 

licensed to hold marriages. However the 

surviving marriage register does not commence 

until December 1861 (at Nottinghamshire 

Archives: NC/MR/12/273). So a search was 

made mainly through the Nottingham Review 

to extract the marriages for the Wesley Chapel 

that had been recorded in this newspaper.  

 

The following entries are arranged in 

chronological order, with any extra details (if 

included) submitted in a standardised format; 

these can include addresses, the occupation of 

the groom, and the name of the officiating minister, and occasionally details of parents are also provided. 

The dates given here are of the marriages, not of the newspaper entries, so anyone desirous of viewing the 

newspapers needs to view the following relevant issues(s). As the Nottingham Review and the other local 

papers of the time such as the Nottingham Journal were published weekly this is not an onerous task. Please 

be aware that some of the dates have been calculated from the dates of the newspapers; an entry might state 

for example ‘on Tuesday last…’ or ‘last Friday…’ 
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All parties are assumed to be of Nottingham unless otherwise stated. Of course there will be some marriages 

that were not listed in the Nottingham Review newspaper (though they may have been listed in others) so this 

will not be a complete list of all the marriages at the Wesley Chapel within this period. A check has been 

made at the Nottingham Register Office to see if they hold a duplicate register but although the Registrar 

attended the marriages he then entered the details within a General Register and not one specific to this 

Chapel. 

 

Additional details on the parties within square brackets have mainly been obtained from the General Register 

Office Indexes via www.freebmd.org.uk and also local Trade Directories. If any readers happen to have 

GRO certificates for any of the marriages listed below I would be interested in seeing copies for 

completeness of research.   

 

Note that the Wesley Chapel is not to be confused with the ‘Broad Street Chapel’, which refers to the 

General Baptist Chapel that was across the road.  

 

8th July 1845 

G[eorge] DAY, Fletcher Gate, Nottingham to Miss Helen SANSOM, eldest daughter of Samuel SANSOM, 

lace manufacturer, Sneinton, by the Rev. Barnard SLATER, who presented the couple with an elegantly 

bound volume containing Bagster’s Comprehensive Bible, and Wesleyan Hymns, in appreciation of the 

gratuitous performances on the organ (at Wesley Chapel) by Miss SANSOM and her father. This was the 

first marriage at this Chapel. 

 

5th August 1845 

John GREEN of Pilcher Gate, joiner to Miss Elizabeth PRIOR of Park Street. 

 

10th August 1845 

Chapman WHITELAND of White Street to Mrs Mary SKIDMORE of Sneinton. 

 

12th August 1845  

Henry CARRINGTON, joiner, to Eliza, daughter of John SOTHERAN of Barker Gate, shoe maker, by Rev. 

John VINE. 

 

4th March 1846  

J[ohn]. W. WOODCOCK of Arnold, shoemaker, to Miss Sarah FISH, by the Rev J.VINE. 

 

26th March 1846 

W[illiam] H[ind] WALTON of Macclesfield, manufacturer, to Lucy [Bailey], youngest daughter of the Rev. 

B. SLATER, Wesleyan Minister, by the Rev J. VINE. 

 

22nd March 1846 

William SLATER to Miss Mary FRECKLETON, by the Rev. Barnard SLATER. 

 

13th April 1846 

William INGERS to Miss Ann SMITH, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

15th April 1846 

James WHEATLEY of Walnut Tree Lane to Miss Sarah ROBINSON of Radford, by the Rev. W 

JACKSON. 

 

19th May 1846 

William WARD of Bridlesmith Gate, to Miss Ann WILKINSON, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

28th May 1846 

William MILNES, joiner, to Miss Elizabeth HART, by the Rev. B SLATER. 
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2nd June 1846 

James PARKER to Miss Mary McCLOSKEY 

 

4th June 1846 

Mr H[enry] F[lower] PEET of the firm of PEET & Son, lace makers, to Emma [Bailey], fourth daughter of 

the Rev. Barnard SLATER, Wesleyan Minister, by the Rev. J. VINE. [Henry Flower Peet was a son of 

Thomas Peet, one of the trustees of the Wesley Chapel] 

 

6th June 1846 

William ANTHONY to Miss Sarah ALCOCK, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

28th June 1846 

Samuel HILL of Selston and Miss Elizabeth MART of The Park, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

9th July 1846 

Thomas HOWITT of Parliament Street, printer, to Miss Caroline KIRK of South Street, Sneinton, by the 

Rev. W. JACKSON. 

 

12th July 1846 

William WALLIS to Miss Caroline CHAMBERS, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

11th August 1846 

[William] S[mith] ASTILL of Market Street to Miss Sarah HOULT, Derby Road, by the Rev. W. 

JACKSON. 

 

27th August 1846 

T[homas] H[utfield] RIVETT of Gainsborough to Miss Fanny WILKINSON of Parliament Street, by the 

Rev. B. SLATER. 

31st August 1846 

Samuel WIDDOWSON to Miss Mary Ann WHITWELL [WHITWORTH], by the Rev. John LAMBERT. 

 

2nd September 1846 

Henry LAMBERT to Miss Catherine BENSON, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

4th October 1846 

William PEDLEY to Miss Mary SHAW, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

15th October 1846 

John WARWICK to Miss Martha BURTON, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

1st November 1846 

Robert WIDDISON of Lenton, cordwainer, to Miss Sarah COOPER of Derby Road, by the Rev. B. 

SLATER. 

 

28th January 1847 

William BLACKMAN of Beeston, smith, to Miss Elizabeth TAYLOR of the same, by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

15th March 1847 

J[oseph] MORRIS to Eliza POMFREY by the Rev. B. SLATER. 

 

28th March 1847 

John DAWSON of Park Hill, Radford, to Miss Mary Ann FISHER of Birch Row (Radford), by the Rev. S. 

DUNN. 
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6th April 1847 

Joseph SMITH of New Lenton to Miss Elizabeth SYLVESTER of the same, by the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

22nd April 1847 

Henry KILLINGLEY of Toll Street to Miss Elizabeth JOHNSON of Derby Road, by the Rev. J. 

HEARNSHAW. 

 

24th May 1847 

John PATCHING of Calverton to Miss Ann WARWICK, by the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

26th May 1847  

Charles RUSSELL to Miss Ann PARNHAM, by the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

2nd October 1847 

1) William JAMES of Sneinton, joiner, to Miss Susannah HEATHCOTE of same. 

2) William LEIVERS of Lenton, engine fitter, to Miss Mary TOWLSON of same. 

 

4th October 1847 

John DENNIS, cabinetmaker, to Miss Mary WRIGHT of Broad Street. 

 

30th November 1847 

Richard DARBY of Colwick Street, Sneinton, cabinetmaker, to Mrs Elizabeth PARSLEY of same place, by 

the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

25th December 1847 

John SOAR of Sneinton, to Miss Ann KING of same, by the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

28th December 1847 

Richard SCREETON to Miss Elizabeth MILLS, by the Rev. Samuel DUNN. 

27th January 1848 

William NICHOLSON, joiner, to Miss Hannah BRIGGS, by the Rev. S. DUNN. 

 

11th April 1848 

Moses CHAPMAN to Miss Sarah ROLFE of Nottingham, by the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

23rd April 1848 

John WASH of Sherwood Street to Miss Jane TATE of George Street, by the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

13th June 1848 

Charles [Cooling] SHARP of London Road to Miss Elizabeth HUSKINSON of Grenville Street, by the Rev. 

J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

27th July 1848 

William HASTINGS of New Lenton to Miss Mary SYLVESTER of same, by the Rev. J. HEARNSHAW. 

 

15th October 1848 

Samuel SOUTHERN of Woodborough to Ann, second daughter of the late Mr T. BEARDALL of Bestwood, 

farmer, by the Rev. S. DUNN. 

 

22nd November 1848 

William HIDES of Arnold, to Miss Ann PARKINSON of same, by the Rev. S. DUNN. 

 

12th December 1848 

Joseph SHARP of Ruddington to Miss Mary DRING of Gotham, by the Rev. J. BROWNSON. 
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22nd December 1848 

Mr [James] KIRK junior of Hounds Gate and Miss [Sarah Jane] PRIOR of Pelham Street, by the Rev. S. 

DUNN 

 

24th January 1849 

Walter BRYAN of Heanor to Miss Sarah HILL of same, by the Rev. S. DUNN. 

 

30th January 1849 

William HANDFORD to Miss Elizabeth DAWSON, by the Rev. W. FOX. 

 

13th March 1849 

Thomas MART of Selston to Miss Ann HOUSLEY, late servant to Mr STEVENSON, fishmonger, of the 

town, by the Rev. S. DUNN. 

 

14th August 1849 

John Henry STATHAM to Miss Hannah STATHAM, by the Rev. R MAXWELL. 

 

24th October 1849 

Robert Samuel JAMES, painter to Miss Lucy Wood MITCHELL, by the Rev. R. M. McBRAIR. 

 

30th October 1849 

John MARRIOTT of Derby to Miss Ann BRADWELL of Leenside, by the Rev. J. LOUTIT. 

 

1st [or 31st] March 1850 

John GOODWIN to Miss Amelia CROSS, by the Rev. G. TAYLOR. 

 

12th May 1850 

James MELLOWS [MELLORS] to Miss Frances JAMES, by the Rev. M. MacBRAIR. 

 

3rd July 1850 

W[illiam] T[aylor] RAYNOR to Charlotte, daughter of Mr. CHESHIRE, Leenside, by the Rev. G. TAYLOR 

 

21st July 1850 

James CUTTS to Miss Caroline MITCHELL 

 

10th November 1850 

Henry WALTERS to Miss Ann MATHER, by the Rev. G. TAYLOR. 

 

12th November 1850 

Thomas BLUNDELL to Miss Eliza WOOLLEY, by the Rev. G. TAYLOR. 

 

24th April 1851 

Thomas SANDERS to Miss Eliza PRESCOTT 

 

25th September 1851 

William EVISON to Miss Ann BRENTNER, by the Rev. S. COLEY. 

 

25th December 1852 

1) William MARTIN of Derby to Mary, youngest daughter of William WIGSTON, civil engineer, formerly 

of that town, by the Rev. S. COLEY. 

2) Mr [William] PAGE of Sherwin Street to Mrs [Ann] BARTON, by the Rev. S. COLEY. 

3) Thomas BUTLER to Patience, only daughter of John WINDLEY of Plumptre Street, by the Rev. S. 

COLEY. 
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1st February 1853 

Isaac CUNDY of Basford to Miss Ann HALLAM of Arnold, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

2nd February 1853 

Thomas ALLSOP of Sneinton to Miss Mary Ann SHAW of Queen’s Road, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

Before 17th June 1853 (date not specified) 

Herbert Mark BROWN to Mrs Ann WHEATLEY, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

12th July 1853 

Alpheus HEBB, lace manufacturer to Ann Mary, eldest daughter of J(ohn) F(rancis) BOTTOM Esq of 

Standard Hill, by the Rev. John HEBB, brother of the bridegroom. 

[Over 1000 people attended. The happy pair left for Scotland, and the wedding party after breakfast were 

taken to Newstead Abbey for the day. The whole of Mr BOTTOM’s workforce were taken in omnibuses to 

Keddleston, the seat of Lord SCARSDALE, and the workpeople of Mr HEBB took a trip to Chatsworth. The 

day was exceedingly fine] 

 

24th September 1853 

J[oseph] J[ohn] ROBINSON of Sneinton to Miss M[ary] A[nn] LUNN of same, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

25th October 1853 

George GARDNER to Miss Sarah WHITE, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

25th December 1853 

S[amuel] WHEATLEY to Miss Louisa ALLSOP, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

24th March 1854 

William THORNLEY of Sherwood to Miss Maria HOPEWELL of Rugby, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

15th April 1854 

Edward HAMMERSLEY to Miss Sarah Ellen ROEBUCK, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

6th June 1854 

W[illiam] H[enry] STEPHENS of Beeston to Miss Julia WRAGG of same, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

24th February 1855 

John TAYLOR to Miss Ann WILSON, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

6th March 1855 

Samuel TINLEY of Peterborough to Miss Hannah ATKIN, by the Rev. J. J. TOPHAM. 

 

2nd October 1855 

Thomas HARWOOD, Wesleyan missionary, to Miss Sarah THORPE of Denman Street, New Radford, by 

the Rev. James CARR. 

 

13th October 1855 

George FLAVEL of Gotham to Mrs Mary NEWMAN of Wysall, by the Rev. J. CARR. 

 

3rd June 1856 

John KNIGHT to Miss Harriett LODGE, by the Rev. S. CARR. [error for J. CARR] 

 

31st August 1856 

Joseph WAGSTAFF to Miss C[aroline] CURWOOD, by the Rev. J. CARR. 
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7th October 1856 

Edwin BLUNDELL to Miss Elizabeth HARVEY, by the Rev. J. CARR. 

 

14th April 1857 

Thomas Henry CHANDLER to Miss Jane BROOKE, by the Rev. J. CARR. 

 

31st May 1857 

Henry PHIPPS of Wilford to Miss Zillah JOYCE of same, by the Rev. J. CHEESWRIGHT 

 

6th October 1857 

Rev. Thomas NATTRIS of Ulverstone, Lancashire, to Mary Margaret, second daughter of John FURLEY of 

this town, by the Rev. G. DICKINSON. 

 

24th June 1858 

George STERLAND to Miss Selina Ann HALLAM, by the Rev. J. CARR. 

 

19th August 1858 

Ephraim TRIVETT of Nottingham, lace manufacturer, to Miss [Hannah] LEAVERS of same, by the Rev. 

CARR. 

 

2nd September 1858 

Rev. Edward WORKMAN, Wesleyan Minister of Leigh near Manchester, to Amelia, youngest daughter of 

the late Mr TRIVETT, lace manufacturer of this town, by the Rev. J. CARR. 

 

7th October 1858 

W[illiam] F[rederick] GOODLIFFE of Cromwell Street [Nottingham] to Miss Eliza Ann BROWNSON of 

Broseley, Salop, Primitive Methodist Minister, by the Rev. G. DICKINSON. 

 

19th July 1859 

1) Matthew RAYNOR to Miss E[lizabeth] NEWELL, by the Rev. J. KIRK. 

2) T[homas] WEBB to Miss Harriett EVETT. 

 

27th November 1859 

S[eptimus] R[obert] HALL to Miss Ann BRIGGS, by the Rev. G. DICKINSON. 

 

9th August 1860 

J[ohn] HARSTON of Hollowstone [Nottingham], manufacturer, to Harriett Mary, eldest daughter of the late 

Mr C. GUNN of Carlton Road, builder, by the Rev. G. DICKINSON. 

 

25th December 1860 

J[osiah] E[dward] HARLOW to Miss Martha HOPKINSON. 

 

14th February 1861 

J[osiah] N[athaniel] HOMER of Burton on Trent to Maria, second daughter of Samuel ROBINSON of 

Addison Street, Nottingham, by the Rev. J. EGLINGTON. 

 

16th September 1861 

David WINDLEY to Miss Rebecca WOOD, by the Rev. Charles HAYDON. 

 

14th October 1861 

Joseph DAYKIN of this town to Miss Harriett SILLS of same, by the Rev. John EGLINGTON. 
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Woodborough Road – Then and Now 
Phil Hand 

 
The corner of Woodborough Road and Sycamore Road (top) then in January 2017 by which time Sycamore 

has been renamed Hungerhill Road. 

 

 

 

 



27 

 

Extensive robbery from Nottingham Provision Merchants 
Nottingham Evening Post Wednesday 1889 Jan 30 

 
At the Nottingham Guildhall this morning, before Mr J W Leavers and Mr R Fitzhugh, Henry Wright, porter 

of Beaumont-place, Beaumont-street; and Ashley Knott, porter, of Pym-terrace, Pym-street, were charged on 

remand with having stolen, on the 18th January, two casks of butter, value £13, the property of Messrs W 

and G King, wholesale provision dealers, of Lister-gate. 

Mr Dominick Daly (instructed by Mr W Handley Kay) prosecuted, and Mr P Senior defended Knott, and Mr 

Fidler appeared for Wright, who pleaded guilty. 

Mr Dominick Daly, in detailing the facts of the case, stated that the prosecutors, Messrs King, had recently 

had reason to suspect that for some months past they had been robbed in an extensive way of their goods by 

people in their service, and in consequence of that suspicion they had given information to the police. 

Thereupon, on the night of the 18th January, Detective-sergeants Cant and Miller were set to watch. At the 

back of prosecutors’ premises was a piece of waste land, in which empties and other refuse matters from the 

warehouse were placed. While they were watching they saw the two prisoners, who were in the employ of 

the prosecutors, in the piece of ground – where they had no business at that time of night – about seven 

o’clock. The two young men were seen to be handling a sack, which appeared to contain something heavy. 

There was another sack lying near, and both were subsequently found to contain casks of butter, value £6 10s 

each. The officers called out, and the prisoners made their escape from the yard by getting over the gate. 

They ran down Broadmarsh, and although the officers followed, they could not catch the prisoners that night, 

but the next morning they were arrested when they came to work at Messrs Kings. 

Detective-sergeant Cant stated that he knew both the prisoners well. He saw them moving a sack about in the 

back yard. He was standing on a dray, and looking over the wall, he called out “What are you doing there?” 

and Wright replied “It’s all right,” and Knott said “We are doing nothing.” Witness tried to get over the 

boarding, but he slipped, and the prisoners got over the gate and ran down Broadmarsh. Detective-sergeant 

Miller followed them for some distance, but eventually lost them. 

Detective-sergeant Miller, who also identified the prisoners, corroborated. 

George King, of Wilford, one of the firm of W and G King, identified the butter as his property. 

Mr Senior stated that the prisoner Knott had taken his advice and withdrawn his plea of not guilty, and he 

asked the magistrates to deal with him that day. 

Henry Wright and Ashby [sic] Knott were also charged with stealing 8cwt of butter, 30 eggs &c. value £50, 

the property of Messrs King during the last eight months; and George Mitchell, grocer, Pelican-street, 

Radford, was charged with receiving the goods knowing them to have been stolen. 

Mr Dominick Daly prosecuted; Mr Percy Senior appeared for Knott, Mr Fidler for Wright, and Mr 

Weightman for Mitchell. 

Mr Daly said it had been found difficult to fix the precise dates when the goods were removed from Messrs 

King’s premises, but it was believed Mitchell had received goods during several months. It was alleged that 

at the commencement of June 30 eggs were brought to defendant Mitchell by Henry Strafford, a 

warehouseman in prosecutors’ service. Later in the same month Mitchell received 24lb of butter, in July 28lb 

of butter, eight hams weighing 14lbs each, and 56lb more of butter. In October a 100lb cask of Kiel butter 

was taken to Mitchell’s; on November 5th another cask of the same weight; during the week before 

Christmas two casks of Kiel butter; and in January also two casks of Kiel butter. These goods were removed 

from the prosecutors’ premises by Wright and Knott, assisted by Strafford. The latter would be called as a 

witness. He was a young man, and appeared to have acted under the influence of the other men. A cabman, 

of course innocently, helped to move some of these goods to Mitchell’s premises, and he would also be 

called. 

Harry Stafford [sic] of Dame Agnes-street, stated that he was formerly a warehouseman in Messrs Kings’ 

establishment in Lister-gate. A part of his duty was to deliver goods to customers. The defendant Mitchell 

was one of Messrs King’s customers, and he had been in the habit of delivering goods at his place in Pelican-

street. In June he had a conversation with Mitchell, who asked him if he could get him anything 2on the 

quiet”. Witness said he would try. The next time he called with goods at Mitchell’s shop he had 200 eggs to 

deliver amongst other things. He counted the 200 eggs out, and there were 30 over that number.  These he 

left with Mitchell, who gave him 1s for them to keep himself. Subsequently the prisoners, Knott and Wright, 

put a cask of butter, weighing 24lb, in the yard of the prosecutor’s premises, and at night Knott and Wright, 
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together with witness removed it to Mitchell’s shop and were paid 20s for it. The butter was worth 1s per lb. 

On another occasion in July he saw a cask of butter weighing 1cwt in the yard. At night he witnessed Knott 

and Wright fetch it from the yard. A cab was procured, the butter placed therein, and prisoners drove away 

with it. Witness went to Mitchell’s and found the prisoners there with the butter, for which Mitchell paid 

them £2 10s, and the money was divided amongst three of them. Really the butter was worth £5. In August 

eight hams and 56lb of butter were removed to Mitchell’s in a similar way. Prisoners received £1 4s for the 

hams and £1 for the butter. Witness also gave evidence as to taking butter from prosecutors to Mitchell on 

November 5th, the week before Christmas, and in January. When a cab was used, it waited in New Bridge-

street for the prisoners. Prior to removal the provisions were placed in bags. The goods were delivered at 

Mitchell’s back door, but in the course of legitimate business goods would be taken to the shop door. About 

six or seven weeks ago he had a conversation with Mitchell about not bringing any more goods. Mitchell 

said that there had been a robbery from a factory close to his shop, and two detectives had been to ask him if 

he knew anything about it. He was suspicious that the detectives had been ordered by Messrs King to watch 

him, and he told witness not to call again until he was communicated with. 

At this stage of the proceedings the Bench suggested the desirability of adjourning. 

Mr Fidler asked that Wright, who was willing to plead guilty, should be summarily dealt with, pointing out 

that he had already been in prison 10 days.  

The magistrates declined to deal with the case that day, and all three men were remanded, Mitchell, on the 

application of Mr Weightman, being allowed bail, himself in £100, and two sureties of £50 each. 

The case was adjourned until Monday afternoon.  

 

The Extensive Robbery of Provisions 

Proceedings this day 
Nottingham Evening Post Monday 1889 Feb 04 

 
A special sitting of magistrates – Mr J W Leavers and Mr R Fitzhugh – was held this afternoon at the 

Guildhall to further hear the charges against Ashley Knott, porter, of Pym-street, and Henry Wright, porter, 

Beaumont-place, Beaumont-street, of stealing about 800 lbs of butter, 30 eggs, and eight hams, the property 

of Messrs W and G King, wholesale provision merchants, Lister-gate, during the past eight months. George 

Mitchell, grocer, Pelican-street, was charged with receiving the goods knowing them to be stolen. 

Mr Dominick Daly, barrister, prosecuted. Mr Weightman, barrister, appeared for Mitchell; r Percy Senior for 

the prisoner Knott; and Mr Fidler for Wright. 

The case had been adjourned from Wednesday last. 

The depositions of Mr Harry Strafford, a warehouseman, in the employ of Messrs King, having been read 

over Mr Daly called into court Samuel Rawson, William Watchorn, and Rose Chapman. 

Stafford said he did not know the first named. He recollected having seen Watchorn, but he had never 

engaged his cab to move goods so far as he knew. He had hired a handcart from Rose Chapman.  

The witness, cross examined by Mr Fidler, said he was a member of a Young Men’s Christian Association, 

but he had not delivered lectures to the association about honesty being the best policy. He was a member of 

the association during the time the robberies were committed. 

By Mr Senior: The first act of thieving committed by witness was in June, when he disposed of 30 eggs 

belonging to prosecutors. He next took a box of butter, and about Goose Fair he took a cask of butter to the 

shop of Mitchell, who gave him £2 10s for it. The money was divided with Knott and Wright. Altogether 

Mitchell gave him money for goods two or three times. All the goods were fetched out of Messrs King’s 

cellar. 

By Mr Weightman: He was chiefly engaged in delivering goods to customers. He did not know that Mitchell 

had been a good customer with Messrs King and had purchased £400 worth of goods in eight months. He 

employed cabs four or five times to take goods to Mitchell’s. He had been charged with stealing two sides of 

bacon from a pork butcher’s whilst in the service of the prosecutors but the charge was not substantiated. He 

did not suggest to Wright and Knott that they should join him in robbing Messrs King. Between eight and 

nine o’clock one evening in August witness, together with Wright and Knott, fetched 56lb of butter and eight 

hams weighing 14lb each from Messrs King’s premises, and took them to Mitchell. He did not on January 

16th propose to Mitchell that he should bring him two lots of Kiel butter. Mitchell did not on that day 
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threaten to report him to Messrs King but he did tell him to ask Wright not to bring any more butter that 

week. 

John Watchorn, cab driver, stated that on December 14th, 1888, Strafford called him and told him to go into 

New Bridge-street. After waiting a short time he saw Wright and Knott coming towards him carrying a bag 

each. Strafford was with them, and the bags were placed in the cab. He was directed to drive the cab up 

Derby-road and down Ilkeston-road into Highurst-street, Radford. Strafford and the two prisoners went in 

the cab. Witness drew up where directed, and the men got out and carried the bags up Chapel-street. It would 

be about 100 yards from the place where witness stopped to the yard leading to Mitchell’s premises. On 

December 26th in the evening the prisoner Wright engaged witness to take another bag containing something 

heavy to Highurst-street. He did so, and stopped the cab in the same place as before, and prisoners there left 

him with the bag. 

By Mr Weightman: He knew the prisoners were in the employ of Messrs King. 

Samuel Rawson, cabdriver, deposed that he remembered two men engaging his cab to take some goods to a 

certain place, but he could not swear they were the prisoners.  

William Watchorn, cab driver, stated that about three months ago he conveyed a heavy bag for Wright and 

Knott from Newbridge-street to Radford. He drew up at the corner of Grant-street, near the Victoria Inn. 

By Mr Weightman: He could not remember that he had taken goods for prisoners in the direction of Sneinton 

or elsewhere. 

Rose Chapman, 27, Mount East-street, said she lived with her father, who kept handcarts for hire. She 

remembered Strafford hiring a handcart on January 2nd in the name of Williamson. 

Mr Daly here proposed to put Mr Wright into the witness box with the sanction of the magistrates. He had 

pleaded guilty on a first charge of being concerned in stealing £13 worth of butter, and under those 

circumstances he asked the magistrates to allow the present charge against him to be withdrawn, so that he 

might throw further light on the transactions which took place with prosecutor’s goods. 

Mr Weightman objected to this course. 

Detective-sergeant Miller was then called to give evidence with respect to the distance from the White Lion 

Inn, Grant-street, the Victoria Inn, Highurst-street, to Mitchell’s shop. From the Victoria Inn to the passage 

leading to Mitchell’s shop the distance was 100 yards. He searched Mitchell’s premises on Friday week, but 

found no goods which could be identified as having been stolen.  

Cross examined by Mr Weightman: There were plenty of goods, but so far as he knew they had been 

purchased in the ordinary way of business. 

With regard to the application that Wright should be allowed to give evidence, the Magistrate’s Clerk (Mr 

Cartwright) said it depended entirely upon whether the magistrates thought there was a sufficient case to be 

answered from the evidence already given. 

The magistrates declined to accede to the application. 

Mr Daley then addressed the bench, remaking that there could be no reasonable doubt on the evidence given 

of the guilt of the prisoners. He thought the prosecution had clearly made out that something like 10 or 12 

casks of butter, besides the 30 eggs and eight hams, had been taken by the three confederates, Wright, Knott 

and Strafford, from the prosecutor’s yard and sold to Mitchell. Though Strafford was an avowed thief, and, 

therefore, his evidence must be received with a certain amount of mistrust, he submitted that the judge would 

hold that such evidence only required a reasonable amount of corroboration.  

Prisoners having been formally charged, Mr Fidler reserved his defence on behalf of Wright, Mr Senior 

adopted a similar course with regard to Knott, who pleaded not guilty. 

Mr Weightman, on behalf of his client, commented on the entire absence of corroboration with respect to 

where the goods were taken. He submitted there was not even corroborative evidence as to the circumstance 

of the case, let alone corroboration so far as Mitchell himself was concerned, and he therefore asked the 

Magistrates to dismiss the case him. 

The Bench committed all three prisoners for trial at the Assizes, Mitchell being allowed bail, himself in 

£100, and two sureties of £50 each. 

Mr Daly, at the conclusion of the case, informed the bench that the Young Men’s Christian Association to 

which the witness Strafford belonged was not the Young Men’s Christian Association which had branches 

all over the country. 
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Directory Dipping 

ARNOLD 

Extract from Kellys 1881 Directory of 

Nottinghamshire 
Post, Money Order & Telegraph Office, & Savings 

Bank & Government Insurance & Annuity Office – 

Wm Blankley, postmaster. Letters are received through 

Nottingham, arrive at 6.30am & 1.45pm; dispatched at 

10.30am & 7.5pm; Sunday 12am. 

Railway station (Great Northern), Daybrook – Charles 

Frederick Pulford, station master. 

Carriers to Nottingham – William Peck, John Bradbury 

& Samuel Bradshaw 

Conveyance – Omnibus to Nottingham, from the Robin 

Hood & Seven Stars, seven times a day. 

Bryan John – Greyhound & Collector of poor rates 

Fleet Joseph – thrashing machine owner 

Kelk William - framesmith 

Turner Samuel – Robin Hood 

 

Extract from Kellys 1900 Directory of 

Nottinghamshire 
Post, M O & T O, T M O, Express delivery, Parcel 

Post, S B & Insurance & Annuity Office – George William Bankley, sub postmaster. Letters are received 

through Nottingham, deliveries 7am, 12.45 & 6.20pm; dispatched at 9.55am & 5.15, 7 & 9pm; Sunday 

12.55. 

Wall letter box - Church Drive, cleared at 8.30am & 6.45pm; Sunday 10pm. 

County Police station – William Wilson, resident inspector, 1 sergeant and 6 constables. 

Railway station (Great Northern), Daybrook – Chas Fredk Pulford, station master. 

Carriers to Nottingham – William Peck, John Bradbury 

& Thomas Peck 

Arnold Working Mens Club – (Frederick Bramley, sec), 

137 Front street 

Levers Richard – Stocking knitter, 42 High street 

Miller John – Cowkeeper, High street 

Peck William – Cowkeeper, Front street 

Smith George – Robin Hood PH, Church street 

Smith Thomas – framework knitter, Wellington street 

 

Extract from Kellys 1922 Directory of 

Nottinghamshire 
Commercial. Early closing day Thursday. 

Post, M O, T Telephonic Express Delivery & Telephone 

Call Office – George William Blankley, sub postmaster. 

Letters are received through Nottingham. 

Railway station (Great Northern), Daybrook – Thomas 

Peacock, station master. 

Carriers to Nottingham – Harry Bradbury, John Coltman 

and George Kirk 

Blatherwick William, blacksmith, 104 Front street 

Charlesworth Levi, horse breaker, Cross street 

Hobbins Tom Harry, Robin Hood PH, Church street 

Hough Joseph, framework knitter, Calverton road 
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Subscriptions 
Individual UK/Europe £13, Joint Membership UK/Europe £16, Individual Overseas £16 

E-Journal Member (Journal sent via Email) £15 for 2 years 

All subscriptions and renewals should be sent to the Membership Secretary. 

 

Meetings 
Monthly meetings are held at the Nottinghamshire Archives, Nottingham on the third Wednesday of every 

month. The archives will be open from 5pm for members on meeting nights. Speakers will commence at 

7pm.  

 

Research Room 
Located within the National Justice Museum, Shire Hall, High Pavement, Nottingham. 

Access is free to members. 

Opening Times:  Please check the website (www.nottsfhs.org) in case of changes 

Wednesday and Thursday  by appointment only (please see website).  

Friday 10.15am – 4.00pm 

First Saturday of the month 10am – 12.00pm  

 

Bookshop 
Various books, maps, computer discs etc relating to genealogy and local history are available from the 

Society bookshop via the website at www.nottsfhs.org or at the monthly meetings. The bookshop also 

attends Family History Fairs around the country, details of which may be found in the journal. 

 

 

Member Services 
The Society is unable to undertake personal research of any sort, but various searches are available. Postal 

queries can be sent to the members named below or ordered via the website bookstall at www.nottsfhs.org 

All relevant information should be provided and surnames given in CAPITALS. 

Please ensure you send your requests to the correct person or delays will occur. 

 

Parish Register Searches Nottinghamshire (Baptisms/Burials full transcription; Marriages Index only) 

Postal queries only: Specific individual from one type of register £4 

Contact Mr Stuart Mason, 26 Acorn Bank, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7SH 

Email queries only: Specific surname from one type of register. Results will be emailed. £2 

Contact www.nottsfhs.org and use the Searches button in the Shop. 

 

Surname Interests 

A list of surnames being researched by members is available on the website. Use the Website 'Members 

Contact' link or contact the Membership Secretary and quote the relevant members number to obtain contact 

details. 

 

 

Useful Addresses 
 

Nottinghamshire Archives and Southwell Diocesan Record Office 

County House, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham NG2 1AG 

 

Nottinghamshire Local Studies Library 

Nottingham Central Library, Angel Row, Nottingham NG1 6HP 

 

The Department of Manuscripts and Special Collections (at Nottingham University)  

Kings Meadow Campus, Lenton Lane, Nottingham NG7 2NR 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 

 
President & Programme Secretary 

Peter Hammond 

17 Lady Bay Road, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 5BJ 

Email: nottsfhspresident@nottsfhs.org 

 

  

Hon. Treasurer & Membership Secretary  

Peter Banham 

20 South Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 1ER 

Email: nottsfhstreasurer@nottsfhs.org 

Email: membership@nottsfhs.org 

 

 

Hon. Secretary 

Mary Ellis 

24 Rowan Court, Larkfields, Nuthall, Nottingham NG16 1FR 

Email: nottsfhssecretary@nottsfhs.org 

 

COUNCIL 
 

Council Member Peter Duke  

 8 Grove Avenue, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 4ED 

 

Council Member Trish Evans  

 7 Wheatley Grove, Chilwell, Notts NG9 5AG 

 

Journal Editor            Tracy Dodds 

 39 Brooklands Drive, Gedling, Notts NG4 3GU 

 Email: nottsfhsjournaleditor@nottsfhs.org 
 

Bookshop Manager Gary Stephenson  

 Email: shopmanager@nottsfhs.org 

 

 

 

E-Journal Administrator Peter Banham 

 20 South Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 1ER 

   

Librarian & Margaret Watt 

Exchange Journals 40 Wadsworth Road, Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 8BD 

 

N.F.H.S. Web Site www.nottsfhs.org 
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