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NOTIFICATION OF POSTPONED ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Noel Evans, Chairman;  Lynn Manning, Secretary  

THE  FRONT  COVER  ILLUSTRATION 

The postponed Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place on 
Friday 2 October 2020 at 7.30pm by Zoom. Details of how to ‘attend’ the 
meeting will be put on our web site www.bfhs.org.uk, at least 1 month before 
the meeting.  

The committee is aware that this puts members who do not have internet access 
at a disadvantage.  We are sorry for this but we believe that this is the only way 
in which we will be able to hold our AGM this year. 

In view of the unusual circumstances this year members may still give notice of 
a resolution they wish to move and nominate members for the committee by 
email.  Details will be posted on our web site.               

The cover illustration is taken from ‘Our Heritage: A Bedfordshire Sketch 
Book’ drawings by G Alan Fortescue FRIBA, and shows Manor Farm, 
Husborne Crawley, pictured above in 2020, with the church of St James 
behind. Dating from the late 16th Century, a detailed history of the Manor can 
be found within the Community Archives of the Bedfordshire Archives and 
Records Service under Husborne Crawley.                                                        

http://www.bfhs.org.uk
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4 SEP FROM JOHN BUNYAN TO 
MALCOLM STEWART: CHANGES IN 
THE BEDFORDSHIRE LANDSCAPE 
FROM 1650 TO 2000. 

BRIAN KERR 

 This is an online meeting details will be notified to members 
by email and a notice on our website. 

The meetings below and the availability of our Library, our Bookstall 
and refreshments are subject to Covid 19 Guidelines and agreement of 
a risk assessment with Mark Rutherford School.  

9 OCT TRACING A 16TH AND 17TH 
CENTURY FAMILY TREE 

CELIA HERITAGE 

6 NOV THE MET OFFICE AND 
FORECASTING D-DAY AT 
DUNSTABLE  

 JEAN YATES  

4 DEC THOMAS ARMSTRONG: THE 
SMUGGLER  KING OF 
CULLERCOATS  

DR NICK BARRATT 

   

PROGRAMME 

MEETING  VENUE 

MARK RUTHERFORD SCHOOL, 
WENTWORTH DRIVE, BEDFORD MK41 8PX (by Mowsbury Park) 

Doors open at 7pm, talk commences at 7.30pm. 
Bookstall and library also available 

FUTURE  MEETING  DATES  2021 

2021:  8 JAN, 12 FEB, 5 MAR 

(Note: underlined dates do not follow the “first Friday of the month” pattern) 



 

Beds FHS Journal 4 September 2020 

 

DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS? 

Peter Sharp, Treasurer 

This is a repeat plea for letting us know your current email address. Our first 
request was on page 6 of the June Journal where we listed relevant 
membership numbers 

If you receive your journal in PDF format by email, then of course we have 
your current email address. However for members who receive a printed 
journal we may not have a current email listed for you. 

We sent out an email on 3 July 2020 inviting you to join in a talk on 
17 July 2020, via zoom, by Jenny Mallin about her ancestors in the British Raj. 
If you did not get our email dated 3 July regarding the zoom details, it probably 
means we do not have a current email address listed for you. In this case, 
please send your current email address to treasurer@bfhs.org.uk.  Please also 
include your name, post code and membership number. 

We appreciate that some members do not have an email address. In those cases 
please be advised that we will put any urgent information on our web site 
www.bfhs.org.uk and our Facebook page. 

We will only use your email for BFHS business. 

Many thanks for helping us to keep you informed of any sudden changes etc. 

when necessary.                                                                                                  

 

REMINDER 

The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 

December 2020 Journal is 31 October 2020 

mailto:treasurer@bfhs.org.uk
http://www.bfhs.org.uk
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LIBRARY NEWS  
John Partridge, Librarian  

Bedfordshire Magazines 

In case you did not know, we have the full set of Bedfordshire Magazines, 
208 issues in 26 bound volumes, published from Summer 1947 to Spring 1999. 
They contain a wealth of articles relating to Bedfordshire people, places, 
trades, customs, flora & fauna, culture & traditions. There is a comprehensive 
index of the first 20 volumes. These are not generally brought out of the 
storage room at the member’s meeting but if you want to see them then have a 
word with me at the meeting.      

School Closure due to the Coronavirus 

During these unusual times when we cannot have our member’s meetings note 
that anyone with books and/or journals which were borrowed before the 
closure can keep them safe and bring them back when our meetings resume 
later in the year, hopefully.   

Members’ Portal 

Do not forget you can access and read FH Journals from other societies in PDF 
format by going to the Members' Portal available on the BFHS website. They 
are from over 25 such societies in the exchange scheme from around the UK, 
Australia and Canada. In addition you can access all Beds FHS journals from 
2015 onwards. Note that Northants FHS are no longer providing a monthly 
journal to us. Details of how to access the Members' Portal are on our website. 

Beds FHS Facebook page 

In June's journal I reported that we had 840 ‘likes’ as at 16 April 2020. Even in 
this time of lockdown we have attracted more people and now have 879 ‘likes’ 
and 985 followers as at 15 July 2020. If you have a quick query or anything of 
interest regarding your Bedfordshire ancestors then why not message us or 
drop us a Visitors Post and we will hope to respond with an answer.                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bedfordshire Family History Society now has a presence on Facebook 
for news and discussions visit 

www.facebook.com/BedfordshireFamilyHistorySociety 
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Dorothy died at Beacon House, 
Nursing Home, Bedford on 
Thursday 4 June 2020, aged 93 
years. 

An active member of The 
Society, it was Dorothy who 
greeted members as they arrived 
for meetings. 

Dorothy lived in a farm house at 
Little Barford until her father 
was made redundant. He then 
went to work for his father in law 
who owned a market gardening 
farm at Hail Weston. The family 
moved to another farm house in 
Hail Weston until Dorothy's 
father died when she was 10, in 
1937. 

Moving in with her grandparents 
Dorothy passed the 11+ and 
travelled on the train between St Neots and Huntingdon to attend Huntingdon Grammar 
school. There were some naughty boys who played football with her gas mask on the train. I 
am told she had 3 new gas masks because of this. As these were the war years, her mother 
did her bit by joining the ATS and serving at Kempston Barracks. Leaving school at 16, 
Dorothy had a variety of jobs working for the Post Office. Later moving with her mother to 
St Augustine’s Road where she worked for Bedford Post Office. 

Dorothy met her future husband Ronald SEWELL on a Sunday school trip to Skegness. The 
war was soon to part them,  Ronald was in the Buffs and fighting the Second World War in 
North Africa as part of the Desert Rats. The couple continued to keep in touch by letter. 
They married on the 2nd June 1948. Ronald joined the Prison service, having previously 
been a plasterer in the building trade, after leaving the army. He then joined the MOD 
Police, working at RAF Henlow and RAF Cardington.  Moving to RAF Langar and going 
up in rank to a Sergeant. At this time the family were still living in Bedford. Ronald then 
worked at RAF Fauld, where the family lived in Tutbury, Staffordshire. The last move was 
to RAF Thurleigh when the family moved to Clapham, Bedford. Dorothy and Ronald had 
three children Geoff, Trevor and Gillian, four grandchildren and one great grandchild. 

Dorothy was also in the WRVS, (Women’s Royal Voluntary Service) for over 30 years, 
receiving a long service medal. She lived in Clapham until 2014 and later moved to 
Warwick Avenue, Bedford into a warden controlled flat. 

Dorothy will be greatly missed by the Society and we offer our condolences to Geoff, Sue 

and family.                                                                                                                               

OBITUARY FOR DOROTHY ELEANOR SEWELL  (NEE WATTS) 
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Noel threw down the gauntlet in June’s journal when he asked whether anyone 
had any anecdotes regarding the Bedfordshire Home Guard.  Sadly I don’t 
recall my father, Edward Arthur PILGRIM, regaling any stories about his 
activities except that he did have to be on watch on the top of one of W H 
Allen & Sons’ buildings with a spotlight scanning the night skies, while my 
mother Connie PILGRIM (nee SCUTCHINGS) took her turn fire watching in 
Kempston, where they lived in Highfield Road.  That said, I do have a few 
photos of my father happily posing on his Home Guard issue motorbike with 
the rest of the Despatch Unit which leads me to wonder where and what they 
despatched.  I also have Dad’s copy of a brochure covering the 1st Bedfordshire 
Battalion between June 1940 and December 1941 which contains photos of 
various Platoons in “G” Company together with a number of their training 
activities – assembling rafts, river crossings and field exercises.  I can’t help 
smiling when I look at these as they bring to mind those wonderful episodes of 
Dad’s Army which happily we can still watch again today. My father was an 
Engineer and was never happier than when tinkering with an engine or 
something mechanical (or gardening in later years) so I can see that he looks 
very happy to be in Dad’s Army on a motorbike; his brother, Frank Albert 
George PILGRIM, also appears in the photos and was to be seen on a 
motorbike around Ampthill and Bedford for most of his life. 

“G” COMPANY 1ST BEDFORDSHIRE BATTALION 

OF THE HOME GUARD 

Lynn Manning 

Back Row left: Frank Pilgrim/Front Row second from right Edward Pilgrim 
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The brochure states that the Local Defence Volunteers (LDV), later known as 
the Home Guard at Queen’s Works (W H ALLEN & Son) was formed 
following an appeal by the Secretary of State for War, Mr Anthony Eden, when 
the Directors and employees alike showed a keen desire to take part in this new 
national movement, but until the Government made clearer their wishes 
regarding the relationship between the LDV and industrial concerns, it was 
necessary to obtain further information in order to avoid any action being taken 
hastily.  This might later have prejudiced the maintenance of output of the 
work upon which the firm was engaged (building ships’ engines amongst other 
things).  On the 17 May 1940 the Emergency Powers Act clarified the position 
and therefore, without delay, Queen’s Works became alive with enthusiasm 
and a meeting called in the Large Hall, attended by all those interested in the 
Local Defence Volunteer force.  Enrolment forms were handed out, filled in 
and returned within a day, and in the minimum of time, sections were formed 
from all the various departments with volunteers totalling over 450. 

Training parades commenced, shot guns were supplied and guards were 
mounted during vulnerable hours.  The first firearms to be received were of all 
ages and descriptions, some single, some double-barrelled, all kindly supplied 

L-R: Capt W K G Allen, Lt Col J P WHITE, Major S S SMITH  
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by civilian owners, but apparently it was not until the American .300 rifles 
began to arrive that any real progress could be made with training.  Steadily 
additional equipment became available, e.g. the standard battle-dress uniform 
of the army, taking the place of the denim uniform which had been worn for a 
time by a very limited number.  As the weeks advanced, training became more 
varied and interesting, and included instruction in bombing, the art of manning 
block houses and various other defensive tactics. 

By the Spring of 1941 with the possibility of invasion ever nearer, the scope of 
the volunteers was extended with organised defensive tactics, especially around 
the River Ouse.  The booklet finishes with an Epilogue stating that between 
this issue and possibly the next, “we shall have dealt with the invader in the 
true British manner”.  HOME GUARDS BE READY.                                      

Despatch riders on bikes 

BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNALS ON CD 

Back copies of Journal Volumes 1 – 19 including indexes, 
in .pdf format. 

The cd contains Volumes 1 – 19 of the journal and a link to the online 
Surname Index available on our website. Each journal volume covers a 
period of two years and contains an individual index to surnames and 

subjects. 

Only £10 including UK postage and is available from: 

Sales, Bedfordshire Family History Society, 

PO Box 214, Bedford MK42 9RX  
Enquiries to bookstall@bfhs.org.uk 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR JUNE 2019 TO MAY 2020 
Noel Evans, Chairman, June 2020 

Surely, during the history of our Society there has never been a year like this 
one. For this reason I am dividing the report into two parts.  

JUNE 2019 TO FRIDAY 6 MARCH 2020  

During this time we have continued with the regular activities of the Society 
and we have, hopefully, improved our service to our members.  

At the time of last year’s AGM we had just sent out our Members’ 
Questionnaire in the June Journal. Replies to this arrived over the next month 
or so and Mary Wooldridge produced a summary for the Committee to 
consider. Mary also sent individual replies to many of the contributors. We 
published this summary, with our responses, in the December 2019 Journal. 
We found the contributions varied and helpful. There were some criticisms and 
we are continuing to look for ways to address these.  

Our biggest innovation must be the introduction of videos of the talks at our 
meetings. We believe that this will go a long way to meet the criticism that 
“BFHS ignores its non-resident members”. Subject to the agreement of the 
speaker, we now video the talk and make it available in the Members Only area 
of the web site for two months. Members anywhere in the world can then see 
the talk at a time convenient to them. Thanks to Peter Sharp for conducting the 
initial trials, videoing the talks, adding titles and sending them to our web 
master, Brian Payne. Thanks to Brian for uploading them in a format suitable 
for members to view. Also thanks to Cathy and Kevin Friend for their work to 
improve the sound quality. (Unfortunately you will not find any available now 
as, due to Covid 19 restrictions, our last Members’ Meeting was more than two 
months ago.)  

The family of the late Mary Phillips, author, offered her collection of notes to 
us. These were made from records in BARS and are on assorted pieces of paper 
and card. Mary Wooldridge has been photographing them and sending the 
photos to the Members Only area of our web site.  

We have changed the format of most of the Journal from a two column to a 
single column format. We believe that this is more readable and gives a less 
dated appearance. We have also introduced colour pictures, where available, 
into the emailed version. We have considered printing in colour but we 
consider that this would be prohibitively expensive. We have compared our 
Journal with those of other societies looking for improvements we could make. 
We will continue to look for the best compromise between improved 
appearance and cost. Above all, the Journal can be improved by people like 
you writing interesting and informative articles for it.  

Geoff Young, who had been Journal Co-ordinator since June 2013, stood down 
after the December 2019 issue. Maureen Hall took over on a temporary basis 
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and did the March and June issues. Member Jan Darts will be taking over from 
the September 2020 issue.  

Paul Woodcraft has continued to photograph and index funeral directors’ 
records and make them available to our members on the Members’ Only Area 
of our web site. Thanks to Peter Sharp for checking the indexing.  

After unavoidable delays we have accessed the electronic record of our 
Members’ Interests. We are working on putting these into an up to date 
database format. We intend to put the list of interests in the Members Only area 
of the web site but without the details of the member submitting them. To 
comply with GDPR, if you see that you have the same interest you can ask 
BFHS to arrange contact with the other member. The Family History 
Federation (the new name for FFHS) is trying to set up a national database of 
Members’ Interests. We will arrange our database so that our data can easily be 
added to theirs. Members’ Interests that have arrived recently have been put in 
the June Journal, thanks to Maureen for doing this.  

Sales of our Parish CDs have continued steadily. In September Parish Chest, 
one of the two companies where our CDs can be bought on line, closed down. 
Subsequently the Family History Federation re-opened it: we received the first 
order from them in May.  

Mary Wooldridge regularly does research work: this can be paid for by post or 
through our on line sales outlets. We were surprised, when the replies to the 
questionnaire came in, that many members did not realise that this service is 
available.  

We took the BFHS stall to Family History Fairs in Suffolk (Ipswich) and 
Oxfordshire (Woodstock) and to the Bedford Gardens Consortium AGM at 
Toddington.  

As usual we held our Members’ Meetings at Mark Rutherford School every 
month except August. The talks were:   

 

7 June 2019  AGM + The Origin of Species –Why Is 
The Bill Of One County Record Office 
Different To Another 

Pamela Birch  

5 July 2019  The Rise, Fall and Rise again of the 
Cardington Airships 

David Fowler 

6 Sep 2019  From Eric The Bald To Nigel De Dubigny: 
Bedfordshire And The Doomsday Book  

Brian Kerr  

4 Oct 2019  Spanish Flu Pandemic In Bedford And 
Beyond 

Maurice Nicholson 

1 Nov 2019 Legal Records For Genealogists Dr Nick Barratt  
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At the end of 2019 membership of the Society stood at 481 compared to 502 at 
the end of 2018.  

Our Treasurer, Peter Sharp, reports a small surplus over 2019 with a balance at 
the end of the year which is approximately equivalent to four and a half years’ 
expenditure. I commend the Annual Report and Financial Statements to you to 
see how this was achieved.  

The Committee continued to meet each month except in August. The 
Committee members regularly reviewed our activities, suggesting new ideas 
and noticing when things need updating or improving. Committee membership 
was the three officers and five others at the start of this period. Later Christine 
Horsler was co-opted: she took on the task of Journal Distribution of printed 
copies. We used a professional minute writer for part of this period but this was 
not successful. Up to January we still had no Minutes Secretary. In addition to 
the activities described above we considered:-  

• The accuracy and presentation of our publicity, including our web site  

• The descriptions of the materials we sell on line  

• Correcting any inaccurate links on our web site  

• Compiling a Procedures Reference Manual, mainly to help those who 
take over Society appointments in the future. 

Most of the detailed work on the list above was done by Peter Sharp. We have 
continually reviewed our activities to ensure that we comply with General Data 
Protection Regulation.  

In October I attended the meeting of the East Anglian Group of Family History 
Societies. These meetings are valuable for hearing what other societies are 
doing, if they have the same problems or if they have different solutions.  

7 MARCH TO 31 MAY 2020  

As you will probably all know, during March the UK Government issued 
advice on avoiding Covid 19 and later introduced regulations. Before that we 
were told by Mark Rutherford School that they were cancelling all lettings so, 
at rather short notice, the meetings booked for 27 March and 1 May did not take 
place.  

The Committee could not meet but conducted the business of our 20 March 
meeting by email and that of subsequent months by Zoom video conference. 

6 Dec 2019  Sylvester And Theresa Stannard - Bedford 
Artists  

Richard Morgan  

10 Jan 2020  Convict In The Family  Margaret Butt  

7 Feb 2020  St Etheldreda’s Home In Bedford  Sister Hazel  

6  Mar 2020  Bedfordshire’s Secret War  Jean Yates  
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Kerr Clement volunteered to be Minutes Secretary and has been co-opted to 
the Committee.  

We decided to postpone the Annual General Meeting, scheduled for 5 June, so 
that we could give good notice of this decision, rather than wait to see if the 
regulations were relaxed by then. Later the meeting booked for 5 July was also 
cancelled.  

We also voted to allow the existing Committee members to continue, beyond 
the one year for which they were elected in June 2019, until the 2020 AGM 
can be held. (The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are not affected as their 
appointment is until June 2021.)  

The Royal Mail service point, where we collect mail posted to our Post Office 
Box, remains closed. I have not received a reply to my letter requesting that 
mail should be diverted. (See the Journal and our web site for the temporary 
address.)  

At present meetings, visits and fairs cannot take place and we do not know 
when they will be able to re-commence. Other Society work is continuing, 
including research, producing the Journal and the digitising of records 
mentioned above. More of the Parish CDs have been upgraded by adding 
further data. At the time of writing a further 17 have arrived, though too late 
for the new issue numbers to be shown in the June Journal. Sales of the CDs 
have continued regularly.  

AND WHAT OF THE FUTURE?  

We have no idea how long it will be before we can hold meetings again. If we 
continue to hold Committee meetings by Zoom membership will not be 
restricted to those living around Bedford. We may find that the only way of 
having an AGM this year is by Zoom; again, this would let many more 
members take part though it would exclude some others. At least one ‘Virtual 
Family History Fair’ has been announced: will there be more? Will we be 
arranging speakers’ talks on line instead of having them visit us?  

IN CONCLUSION 

It just remains for me to thank the many people who, in various ways, keep this 
Society working. I list them (nearly) alphabetically:  

Kerr Clement is our Minutes Secretary and together with Charlie Norman runs 
the bookstall at our meetings.  

Cathy and Kevin Friend are our Membership Secretaries. They collect the 
letters from the Society’s post office box, when it is open, and have been 
posting overseas mail for me during the ‘lockdown’. At the meetings they set 
up the sound system. Cathy is also setting up the new Members’ Interests 
database.  

Maureen Hall has been ‘Acting Journal Co-ordinator’ for the March and June 
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Journals. She is also working on the indexes for the Journals and produces the 
booklets of reports etc for the AGM.  

Christine Horsler posts out the Journals and gives them out at the meetings.  

Lynn Manning is Society Secretary, receiving mail from other organisations, 
booking our place at fairs etc. She is also our Publicity Officer, distributing 
posters and putting announcements in local magazines. She has helped at each 
Family History Fair we have attended. At meetings she assists with serving the 
refreshments or at the reception desk.  

John Partridge is our librarian and looks after our Facebook page. He answers 
all the queries to our Facebook pages and keeps things running smoothly. This 
is a vital task to keep our profile in the public eye.  

Judith Moody is Assistant Librarian. She arrives at meetings early to assist 
John with setting out the library and putting it away.  

Brian Payne is our web master, working in the USA. We appreciate this 
important work as for many people our web page is the first impression they 
get.  

Geoff Sewell is our Programme Secretary he books the hall and the speakers 
and is always one of the first to arrive to get things out for our meetings. He 
prepares the front cover of the Journal and provides the description of the scene 
pictured.  

Peter Sharp is our Treasurer and prepares reports for the Committee and the 
annual report for the Charity Commissioners. He videos our talks and sends 
them to Brian for the web site. He has also done a lot of work to update our 
web site and the descriptions of our publications on Genfair and Parish Chest. 
He has negotiated with Genfair and Parish Chest about their methods of 
sending orders to us. In addition he often collects our visiting speakers from the 
station.  

Val Thomas is our Social Secretary and organises trips to places of interest.  

Mark Tresidder continues to add data to our Parish Register CDs, issuing new 
versions as each is completed.  

Colin West arranges our post meeting refreshments. We must also thank the 
team who work with him.  

Paul Woodcraft distributes the Journals by email and is photographing and 
indexing Funeral Directors’ Records. He also organises the Members Only area 
of our web site and your passwords to the portal to access that area.  

Geoff Young edited the Journal until the end of 2019.  

Mary Wooldridge is our researcher. Payment for her work is a valuable source 
of income for the Society. She has also been at our stall at family history fairs 
where she has been in great demand for her skills.                                             
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TREASURER’S AGM REPORT FOR YEAR-END 31 DEC 2019 
Peter Sharp, Treasurer 

The society made a surplus of £2,738 in the financial year ending 
31  December 2019. Thank you to those members that pay tax and have 
completed a Gift Aid form. In 2019 we claimed £698 for the subscriptions 
received in the calendar year 2018.  

Cash at bank and in hand increased to £56,140. Included in the total is £46,140 
which is in a NatWest 95 day notice account with a current interest rate of 
0.85%. In November, the NatWest Reserve account, paying 0.20%, was closed 
with the balance of £3,195 transferred to the 95 day account. 

Income from membership for 2019 decreased to £5,545. This was against the 
reduced direct costs of membership (Journals, postage, Meeting rooms, 
speakers and governance) amounting to £5,812. 

Membership in 2015 was 582, in 2016 was 528, in 2017 was 509, in 2018 was 
502 and in 2019 reduced again to 481 full members including 37 new 
members.  

Income from publications decreased from £5,131 to £4,387, mainly due to 
reduced Parish Register CDs sales. 

 The total expenditure reduced from £10,365 in 2018 to £9,696 in 2019. Your 
committee pays close attention to all costs and has managed to keep our main 
expenditure concerned with the journal as low as possible particularly as more 
members (currently 20% of members) take the journal in PDF electronic 
format.  

After each quarter of the year we make royalty payments to the Bedfordshire 
Archives & Records Service (BARS) in relation to our sales of Parish Register 
CDs and Micro Fiche.  Sales of Fiche are being phased out and sales of Parish 
Register CDs reduced to £3,185. Consequently, the total royalty paid to BARS 
for the 2019 sales reduced to £336. 

The society continues to host well attended member’s meetings, normally on 
the first Friday of the month, and we have maintained our policy of inviting 
widely- known speakers to give a lecture. The cost of the speakers increased to 
normal level of £742 in 2019. In 2018 one meeting being cancelled due to 
snow and two speakers gave their services free of charge. 

The society is affiliated to the Federation of Family History Societies, to which 
we pay an affiliation fee of 38p per member. This fee includes insurance for 
public liability. We also insure our assets against all risks. 

I would like to express my thanks to our independent examiner Mr Richard 
Chaloner for his help and assistance in maintaining and preparing the society’s 
accounts for this year 

I recommend that the 2019 Financial Accounts presented to the members at the 
AGM are adopted.                                                                                               
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Statement of Financial Activities 

    

  
 Current Year 

 2019 
Prior Year 

2018 

    £ £ 

Incoming Resources     

       

Incoming Resources from Generated 
    Funds      

 Voluntary Income   5,658 5,875 

 Investment Income   366 219 

      

Income from Charitable Activities   6,410 6,578 

      

Total Incoming Resources   12,434 12,672 

      

      

Resources Expended    

      

Cost of Charitable Activities   7,639 7,956 

      

Governance Costs   2,057 2,409 

      

Total Resources Expended   9,696 10,365 

      

    

Net Movement in Funds   2,738 2,307 

      

Total Funds Brought Forward   73,478 71,171 

       

Total Funds Carried Forward   76,216 73,478 

        

    

  

         Annual Accounts for the Period 

 
    Period Start Date  Period End Date 
 

 From    1 January 2019 To 31 December 2019 
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Any member may contact the Society through the PO Box or by email and ask for a copy of the ac-
counts booklet  

Balance Sheet 
    

  
 Current Year 

2019 
Prior Year 

2018 

    £ £ 

Fixed Assets      

       

Tangible Fixed Assets  15,168 15,168 

      

Total Fixed Assets   15,168 15,168 

      

    

Current Assets     

      

Stock of Books and Stamps   3,305 3,689 

Debtors   1,857 1,476 

Cash at Bank and In Hand  56,140 54,109 

      

Total Current Assets   61,302 59,274 

      

      

Current Liabilities     

      

Creditors  254 964 

      

Net Current Liabilities   254 964 

      

Net Current Assets   61,048 58,310 

      

     

Net Assets    76,216 73,478 

      

Funds    

Unrestricted   76,216 73,478 

Restricted   - - 

    

    76,216 73,478 
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BEDFORDSHIRE 
 

Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire 
 

Family and Local History Research (including Probate Transcriptions) 
undertaken by 

 
COLIN DAVISON 

66 Sudeley Walk, BEDFORD 
Bedfordshire MK41 8JH 

England 
Tel:  (01234) 364956 

Email:  colinndavison@gmail.com 
 

Member of the  
Association of Genealogists & Researchers in Archives 

 
Professional Service Offered.  All Enquiries Welcome 

INTERESTING  PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Do you have any photographs of interest to Family Historians that 
you would be willing to share with our members and the general 
public? 
 

We are always looking to enhance our web site (and Journal), so if 
you do have a relevant photograph(s) and you are willing to have it/
them listed on the BFHS web page on our ‘Local Interest/
Photographs’ page, please forward them to treasurer@bfhs.org.uk 
together with a short descriptive text about the photo. 

              Peter Sharp, Treasurer 
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Due to the restrictions because of the coronavirus we held our first talk via 
Zoom on the internet on Friday 17 July 2020 at 7pm British Summer Time. 

The very interesting live talk by Jenny Mallin concerned her ancestors in the 
British Raj and included a large number of illustrative slides. Jenny answered 
several questions at the end of the talk. 

At our normal monthly meetings held at Mark Rutherford School we usually 
get around ninety members attending, so we allowed for up to 500 participants 
for the zoom meeting. As no travelling was involved, we hoped that many of 
our members from all over the country and overseas may have wished to 
participate. 

In the event we only had 30 participants although I believe they all enjoyed it. 
Certainly we received several complimentary comments after the talk. 

I did send out an email invitation to the zoom meeting on 3 July 2020 and we 
advertised it on the BFHS web site and put a message on our Facebook page on 
3 July. The meeting ID and password were in the email and also shown in the 
Members Portal of our web site. 

Speaking with a few people who did not join in, it seems that they either forgot 
about the meeting or they could not find my email. As mentioned elsewhere, if 
you did not get an email invite, then I do not have a current email address for 
you. 

So for the next zoom talk, I intend to send an invitation two weeks before the 
meeting and a reminder 1-2 days before the meeting. 

If you have any suggestions for making it easier for you to join in further talks 
via zoom please let me know at treasurer@bfhs.org.uk. We will also put 
details of the next talk on the web page and Facebook. 

If you have not used Zoom before, you will need to load the application on 
your device (computer, tablet or smart telephone). When you try to join the 
meeting, zoom will offer you the chance to download the app, or you could go 
to your normal app store in advance of the meeting. You do not need a webcam 
or microphone to view the talk. 

We hope to get back to normal as early as possible but it may be some time. In 
the meantime we hope you will be able to attend our next zoom meeting/talk. 

 

REPORT ON A TALK VIA ZOOM ON 17 JULY 2020 

 Peter Sharp 

mailto:treasurer@bfhs.org.uk
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Crusin’ Down The River. 

The River Great Ouse  rises in the village of Farthinghoe, near Brackley in 
Northants and runs 150 miles to join the North Sea at Kings Lynn. Throughout 
the history of Bedford, the river has always been an important feature of life in 
the town. Yes, even the name comes from the river connection! 

Over the years it has provided a means of transport for the Danish invaders and 
indeed also an important means of defence against them.  It was key to the 
industrial development of the Borough by being a means of transport for raw 
materials and also the essential  component for the brewing industry. 

However after the Embankment project was completed in the late 1800’s it also 
became a very important leisure facility for Bedfordians. A Sunday afternoon 
stroll along the ‘Promenade’ became a regular feature of local life. 

There were once three places where boats could be hired and Romeo could 
impress his Juliet with his rowing prowess.  These could  be found at the end of 
Newnham Road where the stone landing stage can still be seen with a few of 
the cast iron boat securing rings in place. This was operated by the BRYANT 
family. 

On the other side of the river where the Rowing Club now stands was the 
premises of CHEETHAM Sons and BIFFEN boat builders and boat hirers but 
on the retirement of Mr. Cheetham this pitch was also taken on by Bryant. 

Further up stream, close to where the Star Rowing Club now stands at Batts 
Ford  was the original boatyard of Mr. Cheetham before he amalgamated with  
Biffen. 

Originally the boats available were the flat bottomed craft that you can still see  
in Cambridge, punt poles were used but because of the ever changing bed of 
the river these were eventually considered dangerous and were replaced by the 
traditional paddle. Eventually rowing skiffs became available as did, for a short 
time until health and safety intervened, small motor boats  and it was therefore 
possible to hire a boat for the afternoon and take the whole family for a picnic, 
especially up stream out into the country in the direction of Queens Park or 
Kempston. 

When the last Mr. Bryant retired and the safety restrictions became so 
demanding boat hire on the river ceased. 

There were  though also three large, almost totally silent, electric launches that 
plied there trade each afternoon during the season picking up at the town bridge 
steps, one going in the upstream direction and the other the opposite. These all 
bore the prefix  ‘Silvery’  there was a Silvery Foam, Silvery Stream and Silvery 
Crest. What did happen to them? 

THE GREAT OUSE 

 Trevor Stewart 
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The Great Floods 

With the river dissecting the town it will come as no surprise to learn that 
Bedford has been subjected to several major flooding events. 

From the Great Storm of 1672 to the terrible floods of 1823, 1947 and as 
recently as 1998 – all had a devastating effect on the town. 

The October 1823 flood was caused by several days of incessant rain 
accompanied by very strong north easterly winds increasing to almost 
hurricane strength during the night time. The surrounding flood plains were 
sodden and there were little means of controlling the run off from  the fields 
before Bedford.  The neglect of the actual river course by the then   land 
owners did not help. The river reached its highest known level  almost 16 feet 
above normal at Oakley,  7 feet at the Town Bridge and an amazing 10 feet 8 in 
above normal in St Neots. Needless to say, such levels wrought havoc in both 
Bedford and St Neots town centres. There is a permanent marker 
commemorating this event built into the wall of the former Phoenix Public 
House in St John’s Street which shows the height of the water and indeed the 
extent of the flooding. 

The winter of 1947 was very severe with much snow and day upon day of 
heavy frost. Some roads were actually blocked for several weeks and the only 
way that residents could get out was to dig narrow corridors for themselves 
through the snow. 

It was inevitable that when the enormous amounts of snow over the whole 
town actually began to thaw the resulting melt water would cause real 
problems and so indeed it did.  The whole  of St  John’s, Fenlake Meadows and 
Cardington Road was flooded to a depth of 6 feet, gradually reducing the 
further away from the river that you reached. St Johns Station was flooded as 
was part of Ampthill Road and photographs do exist showing the vast expanse 
of water surrounding the town and making it almost unrecognisable from the 
air. 

A  major flood prevention Scheme was begun in 1954 in order to attempt to 
control  the flow of water from  upstream around Newport Pagnell, Stony 
Stratford etc. but sadly this did not prevent another flood at Easter 1998, 
although the effects were far less devastating than in the earlier incidents and 
the system of sluice gates controlling the release of water from upstream 
appeared to have been remarkably effective.                                                      
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Ampthill † * £15 2 
Arlesey £20 2 
Aspley Guise † £15 3 
Astwick † £10 2 
Barton £15 3 
Battlesden £10 2 
Bedford St Cuthbert †* £15 2 
Bedford St John * £15 2 
Bedford St Mary † * £15 2 
Bedford St Paul † * £25 2 
Bedford St Peter * £10 2 
Biddenham † £10 2 
Biggleswade † * £15 2 
Billington † £10 2 
Bletsoe £10 2 
Blunham † * £15 2 
Bolnhurst £10 2 
Bromham † £10 3 
Caddington † £15 2 
Campton & Shefford † * £20 2 
Cardington † * £15 2 
Carlton † * £10 2 
Chalgrave £15 2 
Chellington  £15 2 
Clapham † £10 3 

Clifton £20 2 
Clophill † £15 3 
Cockayne Hatley £10 2 
Colmworth † £10 2 
Cople † £10 2 
Cranfield † * £15 2 
Dean † * £15 1 
Dunstable † * £15 2 
Dunton † £15 2 
Eaton Bray £20 2 
Eaton Socon † * £25 2 
Edworth † £10 2 
Elstow † £15 2 
Eversholt † £15 1 
Everton £10 2 
Eyeworth £10 2 
Farndish † £10 1 
Felmersham † * £10 2 
Flitton * £15 3 
Flitwick £10 2 
Goldington £10 2 
Great Barford † £15 3 
Harlington † £10 2 
Harrold * £10 2 
Haynes † £20 2 

BEDFORDSHIRE PARISH RECORDS ON CD 
 

See also details of the Surnames Index CD to all parishes 
 

CDs for all 128 ancient Bedfordshire parishes are now available from:  
Sales, Bedfordshire Family History Society, 

PO Box 214, Bedford MK42 9RX  
 

or bookstall@bfhs.org.uk – details of CD contents:  www.bfhs.org.uk 
 

Each CD contains, for one parish: 
All Parish Register transcripts up to 1812 (images) 

Searchable Indexes to the Parish Registers for:  
Baptisms at least 1813-1851 (some parishes all up to 1851);  

all Marriages up to 1837; and all Burials to 1851 
The relevant 1851 Census Index for Bedfordshire (images) 

 

CDs marked † also contain Monumental Inscriptions (MIs)  
from a graveyard in the parish (church, chapel or cemetery). 

Those marked * contain records from the registers or graveyards of 
Non-Conformist chapels in the parish;  

photographs and other records are included as available. 
‡ Holwell: MIs and Burials only, not Registers (now in Herts) 

Parish                         Price  Issue (Recent updates marked in bold) 
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Henlow † £10 2 
Higham Gobion £10 2 
Hockliffe † * £10 2 
Holwell † ‡   £5 1 
Houghton Conquest † * £15 1 
Houghton Regis * £15 2 
Hulcote † £10 2 
Husborne Crawley † £20 2 
Kempston £15 3 
Kensworth † £15 2 
Keysoe † * £15 2 
Knotting £10 2 
Langford £15 2 
Leighton Buzzard † * £20 4 
Lidlington † £10 2 
Little Barford † £10 1 
Little Staughton † * £10 2 
Lower Gravenhurst £10 2 
Luton † * £30 2 
Marston Moretaine † £15 2 
Maulden † * £15 1 
Melchbourne † £10 1 
Meppershall † £10 1 
Millbrook £15 2 
Milton Bryan † £10 2 
Milton Ernest † £10 2 
Northill † £15 2 
Oakley † £10 2 
Odell † £10 2 
Old Warden † £15 2 
Pavenham £10 2 
Pertenhall £15 1 
Podington £15 1 
Potsgrove † £10 2 
Potton † * £20 2 
Pulloxhill £10 2 
Ravensden † £10 2 
Renhold £10 2 
Ridgmont † * £15 2 

Riseley £10 2 
Roxton † * £10 2 
Salford † £10 2 
Sandy † * £15 1 
Sharnbrook £10 2 
Shelton † £10 1 
Shillington † £15 2 
Souldrop † £10 2 
Southill † * £20 2 
Stagsden † £15 1 
Stanbridge * £10 2 
Steppingley † £10 2 
Stevington † * £10 2 
Stotfold † * £10 2 
Streatley † £10 2 
Studham £15 1 
Sundon † £10 1 
Sutton £15 2 
Swineshead † £10 2 
Tempsford † £10 2 
Thurleigh £10 1 
Tilbrook  £10 2 
Tilsworth † * £10 1 
Tingrith † £10 2 
Toddington † * £15 2 
Totternhoe * £15 2 
Turvey † * £20 2 
Upper Gravenhurst £10 1 
Upper Stondon £10 1 
Westoning † £10 2 
Whipsnade † £10 1 
Wilden † £15 1 
Willington † £10 1 
Wilstead † £20 2 
Woburn † * £20 1 
Wootton £15 2 
Wrestlingworth † £15 2 
Wymington £10 1 
Yelden † £10 1 

Prices include UK or overseas post and packing.  The cost of a full set of Parish 
CDs is £1,250. 
 

Some baptism indexes only cover the period 1813-1851, but as more stocks are 
needed, they will be updated to include the full period from the start of 
registers.  This also applies to the issue of new MI listings.  Any revised CDs 
will be indicated by the issue number.  Complete details of the content of each 
CD may be found on the Society website:  www.bfhs.org.uk   

Parish                         Price  Issue (Recent updates marked in bold) 
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Your committee is continually looking for ways to improve what is offered to 
members and following the useful responses from the recent Members’ 
Questionnaire, we thought how could we keep the ideas coming. 

So, to encourage more feedback from members at meetings we now have a 
suggestion box.  For members who are not able to use the suggestion box we 
invite you to email us at bfhs@bfhs.org.uk. 

Your committee appreciates any help, ideas or suggestions that you may have 
regarding any aspect of the BFHS organisation.       

BFHS Committee 

SUGGESTION  BOX 
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Following on from my last article, when I mentioned the big mistake made by 
lots of researchers working on my husband's paternal line. This was when I 
killed off a very important branch of the WOOLDRIDGE tree wiping out a 
whole generation. Leaving us with a yawning gap and frankly I have never 
been able to get over this particular brick wall. I don't think I was very popular 
with fellow researchers. 

A ‘bad connection’ can happen to anyone quite easily and is not always a 
matter of poor research methods. Most of us have made a mistake about 
parentage at some point or other. But usually, if we’ve invested in our research, 
and if we’re concerned about proper sourcing, we will catch the error fairly 
quickly. 

So why is this mistake so widespread in public family trees? Because it’s an 
easy error for any family historian to make, no matter how careful they are. 
And, let’s be honest, not everyone is interested in developing a highly accurate 
tree. Some family historians are only in it for the short-term, just slightly 
curious about their family’s past. As I mentioned in my last article most people 
these days are prepared to take as gospel what they see on Family Trees and 
copy it. You must check all primary sources if at all possible. I have witnessed 
so many frankly silly things on people’s trees like ladies having children when 
they are eighty.  

I think one of the trickiest things to do in Family Research is to work on the 
maternal lines. A man usually only has one surname, but a lady when she 
marries changes her name. I was working on some research the other day and 
the chap married a widow. Then it can be very hard especially if they are 
common names. Unless they all came from the same place or nearby and then 
you can sometimes work it out. My 2 x great grandmother married twice in her 
late fifties, so that was three surnames.   

A tip I would give is something that I do when researching in an unfamiliar 
place is to use google or another search engine to check on locations. If 
working in London I find an A to Z very useful. In this instance I was looking 
in Lincolnshire. I knew that this chap had said on the 1851 census that he was 
born in Branston in Lincolnshire and I had an approximate date of birth. There 
were several possibilities and on checking by putting the places I had found 
and the distance from Branston they were all within a five mile radius. I was 
looking for a chap called John DAWSON, so using Ancestry and Find My Past 
I hatched, matched and dispatched all of the men that I had found until I ended 
up with one and hopefully the chap that is the right one. 

Next time I will deal with illegitimacy and how sometimes the illusive ancestor 
you are looking for is right under your nose in plain sight.                                

HINTS AND TIPS 
Mary Wooldridge 

email: research@bfhs.org.uk 
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I started researching my family history about 40 years ago when you had to go 
to St Catherine’s House in London and search through heavy red-bound 
indexes of births, deaths and marriages. I found details of my Valentine 
ancestor’s births and marriages far back as the 1830s but was unable to get 
much further back. Years later we had the internet and suddenly there was 
access to millions of records going back centuries. I traced my Valentines back 
to Barton in the Clay, Bedfordshire in the early 1800s. 

James VALENTINE (1787-1846) married Mary Ann BURBIDGE 
(1803-1848) on 23 June 1823 in Barton in the Clay. Their first child, Ann, was 
baptised in Barton on 03 August 1823. I found the family in Barton on the 
1841 census (transcribed as Valentino) with 6 of their 9 children.  Two more 
children were born in 1843 and 1845. Then in the space of a few weeks in 
1846, Mary Ann buried her son Frederick aged 15 months on 4 October, her 
daughter Hannah aged 21 on 18 October and her husband James aged 59 on 
1 November. She died on 5 August 1848 at the age of 45, the cause of death 
was ‘decline’ 18 months. 

After the death of their parents the family were split up and on the 1851 census 
the younger children are living with other family members. All but two of 
James and Mary Ann’s children survived into adulthood but none of them 
stayed in Bedfordshire. Six of their children went to London (Ann, John, 
Emma, Eliza, Selina and George) and Mary Ann possibly emigrated to 
Baltimore, USA, although I have yet to confirm that. 

My 3 x great uncle James Valentine, born in 1827 in Barton in the Clay, was 
the third child of James and Mary and he appears on the 1841 census with 
them. I could not find any trace of James on the 1851 census, but I could not 
find a record of his death either. I assumed he must have died and forgot about 
him. 

Some years later while searching on Ancestry.co.uk and using the Member 
Connect facility, I found a link with someone who was also related to James 
Valentine and had traced him to Australia where he married Ann Jane 
ANDERSON at Tower Hill, Victoria on 12 July 1861.  

I was a bit doubtful whether this was the right James as lots of James 
Valentines appear in the records, but the Ancestry member shared a photograph 
of the marriage certificate which thanks to the wonders of the Australian 
system, shows his age, his place of birth Barton, Bedfordshire, and his parents 
James Valentine, farmer, and Mary Ann Burbidge. 

A photo of James’ death certificate had also been shared on Ancestry which 
shows that James died in Southern Cross, Victoria, Australia on 14 July 1897, 
this also gives the names of his parents, where he was born, that he arrived in 

SOME BEDFORDSHIRE VALENTINES  
Barbara Cardinal 
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Australia in about 1843, his wife’s name and the names and ages of his 
7 children. This of course led me off on new lines of research. I have still not 
discovered any record of James’ arrival in Australia, whether he was a convict 
or just an adventurous young man looking for a new life. 

The year before I discovered all this new information, I had visited my niece in 
Melbourne and had passed through Southern Cross station, little knowing that 
James Valentine had been there before me. 

John Valentine, my 2 x great grandfather, born in 1829, James and Mary Ann’s 
fourth child, was living in Sandy, Bedfordshire in 1851, a baker’s man living 
with baker William TILCOCK and his family. In Sep 1852 he had a son, born 
in Stotfold, Bedfordshire, also called John, with Isabella TEAGUE. On 
23 October 1852 John and Isabella were married in Stotfold. Baby John died in 
February 1853 in Stotfold. On 10 June 1854 John and Isabella had a daughter, 
Kate, born in Luton, more of whom later.  

On 23 July 1856 my great grandfather William Frederick Valentine was born 
in Greendale, Alton, Staffordshire. I have no idea what took the family there, it 
is about 120 miles from Luton to Alton, a long journey with a young family in 
those days. John was a baker all his life, so it seems unlikely that he had to 
travel so far to find work.  One day I will visit Staffordshire record office to try 
to find out more. Two years after William’s birth the family were in 
Westminster, London, where they had four more children. On the 1881 census 
they were in Lambeth, London, where they stayed. John’s wife Isabella died in 
Lambeth in 1882 and John in 1905. William Frederick Valentine lived all his 
life in London, where he died in 1950 aged 74. 

John’s sister Eliza Valentine, my 3 x great aunt, led a somewhat different life. 
Born in 1837 in Barton, she appears with her family on the 1841 census. In 
1851 she is living with two younger siblings with her mother’s half-brother 
Thomas Burbidge, a farmer of 128 acres, and his wife Eliza. In 1861 she is 
living in London with her older sister Ann and Ann’s husband Thomas STRIP, 
a waiter. On 06 August 1862 Eliza married George JONES (1839-1922) in 
St Martin in the Fields, London. They had 4 sons between 1863 and 1870 but 
two of them died as infants in 1870. On 14 February 1871 Eliza died in 
Charing Cross, London, the cause of death cirrhosis of the liver and dropsy 
(now called oedema). She was 33 years old. She was buried in Old Brompton 
Cemetery. 

On the 1871 census, Eliza’s husband George is a lodging house keeper living 
in Charing Cross with his two surviving sons and Eliza’s 16 year old niece 
Kate Valentine (1854-1911), my 2 x great aunt, (daughter of Eliza’s brother 
John (my 2 x great grandfather) and his wife Isabella). On 8 October 1873 
George Jones applied for a licence to marry Kate, whom he stated was over the 
age of 21 (she was 19), and on 12 October 1873 they were married at 
St George, Hanover Square, London. I was surprised that it was legal to marry 
one’s late wife’s niece and perhaps the fact that they were married by licence 
not bans suggests that it was unusual.  George had 8 more children with Kate, 
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all but one of whom survived into adulthood. 

James and Mary Ann’s youngest daughter Selina also had an unconventional 
life. On the 1851 and 1861 censuses she is living with her uncle Thomas 
Burbidge in Barton but by 1871 she is London living with her sister Ann and 
her husband, (now a licensed victualler). Selina is working as a barmaid. In 
1874 she gave birth to a son, Sidney Charles Valentine. On his birth certificate 
his father is named as Charles Valentine. I have been unable to find a marriage 
for Selina, nor have I been able to identify Charles, I suspect they were never 
married.  

On the 1881 census Selina is a widow living at a general shop, 19 Tyer’s 
Terrace, Lambeth. She is a baker and grocer employing one man. Sidney is 
living with her. In 1891 they are at the same address, Selina is a grocer, Sidney 
is a clerk. On the 1901 census Selina is living with her youngest brother 
George Burbidge Valentine and his wife in Streatham. Sidney is not with them. 

In 1902 Sidney married Winifred FOSTER in Greenwich, his father is named 
as Sidney Valentine, deceased. Sidney and Winifred had at least 10 children. 

By 1911 Selina was living in Tottenham, London with her nieces and nephew 
Elizabeth, Emma and George HOBLEY (children of Selina’s sister Emma). 
She is now a retired housekeeper (old age pensioner). She died in 1917 at the 
age of 77 in Edmonton, Middlesex. 

So the children of James and Mary Ann had mixed fortunes, some of them died 

young but four of them lived well into their seventies.                                      

WHY NOT WRITE SOMETHING FOR THE JOURNAL? 
Send to journal@bfhs.org.uk 

We are always on the lookout for contributions to the Journal, any size, short 
or long.  To give you some idea, a Journal page in the single-column format 
takes around 450 words to fill.  We would also welcome items shorter than a 
page.  
 
No need to worry if you are not used to writing, we are here to help.  Seeing 
your own work in print can feel like a real achievement and others will 
appreciate your effort. 
 
Simply writing down your “brick wall” can help you see the problem more 
clearly and, you never know, someone reading it may be able to help you move 
forward.  If you need ideas to get you going or would like to discuss your 
ideas, please send an email to journal@bfhs.org.uk.     
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QUAKERS IN BEDFORDSHIRE 
Mary Wooldridge  

Former County Archivist and Quaker Joyce Godber wrote Friends in 
Bedfordshire and West Hertfordshire in 1975. Her book has a number of 
references to Pulloxhill. The earliest reference to Quakers in the village is in 
1667, a man named Henry GAMBLE being one “of the first that received 
Friends”. A Collection of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers, Volume 
I, was published in 1753 and covers acts against Quakers from 1650 to 1689, 
throughout the country. Each county has a chapter and the one for Bedfordshire 
notes that in 1670: “Thomas Gamble of Pollux-hill, was fined £20 for a 
Meeting held at his House, for which were taken by Distress, five fat Cows”. 
The five of his cows, presumably representing a fair portion of his livelihood, 
were confiscated.  

Quaker meetings (called preparative meetings) were grouped into larger units 
called monthly meetings. Joyce Godber argues in her book that in the 17th 
century that there were quarterly meetings based in Pulloxhill, Clophill and 
Barton-le-Clay, other meetings being held at Kempston Hardwick, Clifton and 
Dunstable. In 1672 Charles II issued a Declaration of Toleration for Protestants 
dissenting from the Church of England; this had the effect of some dissenting 
meeting houses registering with the Secretary of State. The Toleration Act of 
1689 enshrined the right of Protestants to dissent from the Church of England 
and, once again, encouraged meeting houses to register voluntarily with local 
quarter sessions and the Anglican Church. Registration provided protection 
against persecution, laying a duty of protection upon magistrates and so was 
popular with nonconformists. Quaker meeting houses registered in 
Bedfordshire on 30th April 1690 included Bedford, Biggleswade, Carlton, 
Clifton, Bourne End in Cranfield, Kempston Hardwick, Sewell in Houghton 
Regis, Stotfold and Turvey as well as Pulloxhill. 

Visitations by the Bishop of Lincoln to Bedfordshire in the early 18th century 
give some idea as to the number of nonconformists in each parish from returns 
made by the vicar or rector. Former County Archivist Patricia Bell has 
compiled returns from 1706 to 1720 for the Bedfordshire Historical Records 
Society (Volume 81, published 2002); information for Pulloxhill includes the 
following: 

1706: It [the parish] contains about 60 families in it. Of which 5 are of 
Quakers who have a Meeting house to which they resort once a 
fortnight. There is One Papist in this Parish, a Boarder, named Mary 
MAJOR. 

1712: Families 34, of Quakers 8, Independents 2. (Independents might 
have been Baptists or Congregationalists). 

1717: I have about 40 Families, whereof five are Dissenters – Quakers. 
We have a Quaker Meeting, that Assembles once a week. Not 
Numerous. 
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1720: About twenty Families, whereof four are Quakers. Meeting 
houses: No. 

The last entry was either just a temporary lapse on the part of local Quakers or 
simply wrong. In 1748 the following was recorded [BHRS ref FR6/1/1/1]: 
“Pursuant to the Queries of ye Yearly Meeting we Have Here in this our 
Monthly Meeting Book Recorded our Setted [seated?] Meeting Houses and 
Burial Grounds as Followeth. One Meeting House and Burial Ground 
adjoining to it lying and being in the Parish of Pulloxhill in ye County of 
Bedford”. 

By 1712 two families were recorded as Quakers “These last meet once in 3 
weeks”. These widely varying numbers of Quaker families and differing 
accounts of meeting times seem to portray an Anglican clergyman not 
interested enough to get the numbers right (Philip ODDY replaced Thomas 
COOKE in 1708), or that the Quakers were secretive in their allegiance, 
fearing persecution - or, perhaps, both. Between 1711 and 1717 returns gave a 
total of two Quaker families with meetings every three weeks at which sixteen 
to twenty people attended: ‘Teachers uncertain’. By 1720 the number was 
down to one family again. 

There had been a burial ground for Quakers at Flitton in the 17th century. The 
burial ground at Pulloxhill continued to be used until at least the last quarter 
of the 18th century as the following entries make clear. After that neither 
meeting house nor burial ground seem to be mentioned: 

Thomas FINCH of Ampthill, died 27 March 1778, aged 81 
[FR6/9/10/6]; 

Phillip SAMM of Clophill, died 2 January 1781, aged 80 
[FR6/9/10/10]; 

James MASON of Clophill, died 13 July 1782, aged 30 [FR6/9/10/13]. 

In 1757 Jane IMPEY “late of Barton-le-Clay, now of Pulloxhill”, spinster 
made her will. She left one guinea to Susan ANDREWS of Pulloxhill “who 
lives in the Meeting House” and gave all her ‘wearing apparel’ to her niece, 
Mary GUNNIS, who should bestow it on “such of the Poor Friends” as she 
should think fit. The will was proved in 1761 [ABP/R1761 folio 652]. 

In 1803 Quaker William ASHBY  from Pulloxhill appeared before the 
archdeaconry court. He received administration of the goods of his wife Ruth 
who had died intestate [ABP/A1803/8]. There is no indication today as to 
where either the Pulloxhill meeting house or burial ground were. 

Pulloxhill Monthly Meeting was later renamed Ampthill Monthly Meeting. 
Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Records Service has the following 
records for Pulloxhill Monthly Meeting:  

The Society of Friends are colloquially known as the Quakers. It is 
known that the Stotfold and Clifton Monthly Meeting began in 1667 
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and ran until 1748. It is not known where the regular meeting house was 
but there was definitely a meeting in the village by 1706. 

Clifton meeting house was part of the Pulloxhill Monthly Meeting from 1748 
to 1764. The meeting house and burial ground in Clifton was discontinued in 
1764 but we know where they were. A cottage owned by John ARCH and 
occupied by Thomas MEDLICOTT, then George NEAL was sold in 1807 to 
the Rector Rev. Daniel Stephen OLIVIER for £105 [WJ135]. This cottage, 
today's 25 Church Street, Holly Cottage, was identified as having previously 
been the meeting house. 

The Quaker marriage certificate pictured is transcribed as follows: 
On the twenty eighth day of the seventh month One Thousand and ninety six 
Joseph WHEELER of Leighton Buzzard in the county of Bedford draper son of 
Thomas Wheeler of the same plaic Ironmonger and Mary his Wife and Mary 
ALEXANDER Daughter of William Alexander late of Rochester in the County 
of Kent Schoolmaster deceased and Elizabeth his Wife took each other in 
Marriage in a public Assembly of the people called Quakers, in Hitchin in the 
County of Hartford in the presence of us, Willm DOLLIN Hosier, London; 
Peter BASSETT Draper, Leighton; Wm LUCAS JNR Brewer, Hitchin, Herts. 
This Marriage was solemnized between us, Joseph Wheeler, Mary Alexander. 
A true copy Geo. Blaxland.  
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Some other records of Quakers from nearby counties: 

Name: Joseph HEATH 
Event Type: Birth 
Birth Date: 14 Oct 1805 
Birth Place: Bishops Stortford, Herts, England 
Gender: Male 
Father: Joseph Heath, Mother: Susanna, Meeting: Quarterly Meeting of Essex 
Piece Description: Piece 0779: Quarterly Meeting of Essex: Births (1793-1809) 

Name: Edward Upcher Heath 
Event Type: Birth 
Birth Date: 11 Jul 1809 
Birth Place: Herts, England 
Gender: Male 
Father: Josh Heath, Mother: Susanna, Meeting: Quarterly Meeting of Essex 
Piece Description: Piece 0780: Quarterly Meeting of Essex: Births (1795-1832) 

Name: Richard Heath 
Event Type: Birth 
Birth Date: 11 Jul 1809 
Birth Place: Herts, England 
Gender: Male 
Father: Josh Heath, Mother: Susanna, Meeting: Quarterly Meeting of Essex 
Piece Description: Piece 0780: Quarterly Meeting of Essex: Births (1795-1832) 

Name: Samuel DUNCON 
Event Type: Birth 
Birth Date: 12 Jul 1807 
Birth Place: Herts, England 
Gender: Male 
Father: Joseph Heath, Mother: Susanna, Meeting: Quarterly Meeting of Essex 
Piece Description: Piece 0779: Quarterly Meeting of Essex: Births (1793-1809) 

Name: Joseph Heath 
Event Type: Marriage 
Gender: Male 
Father: Richard Heath, Mother: Elizabeth, Spouse: Susanna DAY 
Marriage Date: 2 Nov 1804, Marriage Place: Stansted Mount Fitchet, Herts, England 
Father-in-law: Samuel Day, Mother-in-law: Sarah, Meeting: Quarterly Meeting of Essex 
Piece Description: Piece 0867: Quarterly Meeting of Essex: Marriages (1795-1837) 

Name : Susanna DAY 
Event Type: Marriage 
Gender: Female 
Father: Samuel Day, Mother: Sarah, Spouse: Joseph Heath  
Marriage Date: 2 Nov 1804, Marriage Place: Stansted Mount Fitchet, Herts, England 
Father-in-law: Richard Heath, Mother-in-law: Elizabeth 
Meeting: Quarterly Meeting of Essex 
Piece Description: Piece 0867: Quarterly Meeting of Essex: Marriages (1795-1837) 
 

 
Most of this piece has been taken from BARS Community Archive of 
Pulloxhill.                                                                                                            
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Every effort is made to transcribe correctly the interests supplied by members 
but where hand-written details are provided errors may occur, for which we 
apologise.  It would help greatly if all interests were either typed or written in 
BLOCK CAPITALS.  When writing to a member please include a stamped 
addressed envelope or International Reply Coupons, and it is only polite to 
reply even if no connection appears to exist. 

MEMBERS’ PROFILES 

Surname (* DNA link) Place/Parish County Period 

 
Gillian Wrighton (4332) wrighton60@hotmail.co.uk 
Greystones, Cripplegate Lane, Southwater, Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 9HN 
 

Aspley Stevington BDF 16C – 20C 

Bird Souldrop BDF 16C – 20C 

Bond Carlton BDF 16C – 20C 

Clark (e)* Rushden NTH 16C – 20C 

Clark (e)* Stanwick NTH 16C – 20C 

Clark* Wellingborough NTH 16C – 20C 

Clements* Irchester NTH 18C – 20C 

Clifton Biddenham BDF 16C – 19C 

Codgbrook Rushden NTH 16C – 20C 

Coles* Raunds NTH 18C – 20C 

Cox Stevington BDF 18C – 19C 

Dawson Stevington BDF 16C – 20C 

Gadsby* Knotting BDF 16C – 20C 

Gadsby* Souldrop BDF 16C – 20C 

Goodes Carlton BDF 16C – 20C 

Gregge Pavenham BDF 18C – 19C 

Harding Stevington BDF 16C – 20C 

Hornsey Higham Ferrers NTH 16C – 20C 

Hulatt Stevington BDF 16C – 20C 

Johnson Great Doddington NTH 18C – 20C 

Lacey Stevington BDF 16C – 20C 

Lacey Biddenham BDF 16C – 20C 

Northeast* All SSX 16C – 20C 

Northeast* All NTH 16C – 20C 

Pack Higham Ferrers NTH 16C – 20C 

Pack* All HUN 16C – 20C 

Tew Northampton NTH 16C – 20C 

Warwick Stevington BDF 18C – 19C 

Warwick Oakley BDF 18C – 19C 

mailto:wrighton60@hotmail.co.uk
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Surname Place/Parish County Period 

Janet Kirwan (4327) postmaster@horkesley52.plus.com 

2 Alderwood Drive, Hook, Hants, RG27 9RE 

Beaumont Biggleswade BDF E18C – M19C 

Edwards Toddington BDF E18C – M19C 

Edwards Millbrook BDF E18C – M19C 

Hutchinson Potton BDF E18C – M19C 

Hutchinson   CUL 17C – 19C 

Mackiness Potton BDF E18C – M19C 

        

James Isard (4225) isard@one-name.org 

4 Chestnut Mead, Oxford Road, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1DR 

Isard Worldwide All Anytime 

Izard Worldwide All Anytime 

Izzard Worldwide All Anytime 

MEMBERS 

DON’T  MISS  OUT! 

 

The Friday night meetings of the 
BFHS offer members instructive, 
interesting and often amusing talks 
on subjects that fascinate all 
interested in history and genealogy 
in general, and are usually 
particularly relevant to those with a 
Bedfordshire heritage. 

We do not know when we will be 
able to hold our meetings at Mark 
Rutherford School again, but when 
we can, we look forward to seeing 
you in person again . 

mailto:postmaster@horkesley52.plus.com
mailto:isard@one-name.org
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BEDFORDSHIRE  HERITAGE  TEA  TOWELS 

 

The Society has had a 
supply of Bedfordshire 
Heritage tea towels 
printed and these are 
now being sold to raise 
funds. 

 
 
These tea towels are 
really too nice to use 
for drying up; they are 
beautifully colour 
printed with some 
famous Bedfordshire 
landmarks forming a 
border for the County 
map. Even if you do 
not have any 
Bedfordshire ancestors 
they make ideal gifts.   

 
 
They are 100% cotton 
and at £4.50 each can 
be obtained from the 
bookstall at members’ 
meetings, by email to 
Lynn Manning at: 

secretary@bfhs.org.uk, 
 
or by post to Lynn at: 
38 Risborough, Road,  Bedford, MK41 9QW, Tel. 01234 306482.  
 
For UK orders please add postage and packing as follows: 
 

 Up to 2 tea towels add  £1.50 
 

 3 to 6 tea towels add  £3.00 
 

For orders from outside the UK please enquire before ordering. 
 

Cheques should be made payable to Bedfordshire Family History Society.      



 

Beds FHS Journal 36 September 2020 

 

 

A CD TO HELP  
YOU FIND YOUR  

ANCESTORS 
BFHS has produced a 

resource to help in finding your missing relations. If they were 
baptised or buried before 1852 or married before 1837 (and in some 
cases later) in Bedfordshire and appear in the Parish Registers then 

they will appear on our SURNAMES CD. 

Over one million entries showing: 

surname, forename, year, parish and event. 

Only £10 including UK P&P. 

available from: 

Sales, Bedfordshire Family History Society, 

PO Box 214, Bedford MK42 9RX Enquiries to 

bookstall@bfhs.org.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHERS  NEEDED ! 

Are you a BFHS member with a digital camera or smart-phone?  If so could 
you take some photographs of nearby villages to add to the parish CD? 

Although we have now published a CD with data for all 128 ancient parishes, 
some have no photographs, or very few. 

We need pictures of the parish church, interesting buildings and local sights. 

The following have no photographs at present.  So if you live nearby or are 
visiting, why not take your camera along? 

Battlesden, Clifton, Edworth, Flitton, Higham Gobion, Holwell, 
Husborne Crawley, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard including Eggington 

and Heath & Reach, Potsgrove, Stanbridge, Streatley, Studham, 
Sundon, Tilsworth, Upper Stondon, Whipsnade 

If you think that you can help, please contact Mark Tresidder by email at: 

parishcd@bfhs.org.uk 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 

(1 January - 31 December) 

Each Individual Membership receives one copy per issue of the Journal 

 Joining Fee                £2.00                                                                                                                                      
Any UK/Worldwide member taking the Journal by pdf: ......................................... £8.00  

    UK Individual Membership, with one copy per issue of the printed Journal: ….…..... £10.00  
    Family Membership per each additional member at the same address : ………........... £1.00  
    Overseas supplement worldwide printed journal – Surface mail = £6; Total: ………...£14.00  
    Overseas supplement USA/Canada printed journal – Airmail = £10; Total: …...……... £18.00  
    Overseas supplement Australia/New Zealand printed journal Airmail = £12; Total:  £20.00  

General Data Protection Regulation:  Please note that the Society uses computer and manual systems to 
record membership information.  The information you give on your application for membership will only 
be used for conducting Society business and will not be supplied to anyone else in any form except:- 

 1. Where it is needed by the independent examiner in his inspection of our financial records. 
 2. Where it must be supplied to HMRC, e.g. in connection with gift aid submissions. 
 3. Where we are required to do so by law. 

If you have any questions or concerns over the data held, please contact the Information Manager. 

The following email addresses are also available: 

chairman@bfhs.org.uk Society Chairman & Information Manager 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk Society Secretary 
treasurer@bfhs.org.uk Society Treasurer 
journal@bfhs.org.uk Journal Co-ordinator 
librarian@bfhs.org.uk Society Librarian 
membership@bfhs.org.uk Membership Secretary 
bookstall@bfhs.org.uk All BFHS Publications Sales Enquiries 
 (CDs, Micofiche, Books) 
publicity@bfhs.org.uk Publicity Officer 
research@bfhs.org.uk Research Co-ordinator 
searches@bfhs.org.uk Search Co-ordinator 
social@bfhs.org.uk Social Events Organiser 
webmaster@bfhs.org.uk Society Webmaster 
distribution@bfhs.org.uk                       Journal Distribution 

WHERE TO FIND US 
Correspondence for the Executive Committee should be addressed to the  

appropriate person and sent to: 

Bedfordshire Family History Society 

PO Box 214 
BEDFORD 
MK42 9RX 

Internet: www.bfhs.org.uk 
Email:                  bfhs@bfhs.org.uk 
 
Web Sales: www.genfair.co.uk 
                             www.parishchest.com  

ADVERTISEMENT RATES (per issue) 
 

  Vertical   Horizontal  Rate 
Full page 160 mm x 250 mm 250 mm x 160 mm £20.00 
Half page 80 mm x 250 mm  125 mm x 160 mm £10.00 
¼ page 80 mm x 125 mm  60 mm x 160 mm  £5.00 
 

Copy should be on A4 paper, and the above sizes are quoted for an A4 sheet;  
copy should be sent to: 

The Journal Co-ordinator, PO Box 214, Bedford  MK42 9RX 
 

Cheques should be made payable to Bedfordshire Family History Society, 
and enclosed with the advertisement. 
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