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2021 MEETINGS PROGRAMME   
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 26th January 

Joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Peter Christian ‘Find My Past’ 

Thursday 18th February  

2.00 p.m. 

Jenny Mallin ‘Serendipity Follows Me’ 

Thursday 18th March   

2.00 p.m. 

Virtual A.G.M. 

After, 

John Symons 

with 

‘Family History Detectives – 

Cases dealt with by the 

Research Team during the 

Pandemic’ 

Thursday 15th April 

2.00 p.m. 

Gill Thomas ‘One Street Study’ 

Thursday 20th May 

2.00 p.m. 

Colin Oates ‘St. George’ 

   

   

   

   

 

NOTE:  
These meetings will be via ZOOM. The link to join each 

meeting will be included with the preceding NEWSLETTER  

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings if they are not virtual then the entrance fee is £1.00   
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     

By Ian Harvey 

 

Many of our ancestors enjoyed the odd tipple. In fact in some cases more 

than the odd tipple! Along with daylight saving, restrictions on opening 

hours for pubs were introduced during the Great War. The latter was in 

order to have a sober workforce in the factories producing munitions.  

I have a recipe from the Daily Telegraph that was first published at 

Christmas on the 277th week of WW2. It is for making Charles Dickens’ 

favourite punch.  

 

The ingredients are as follows: 

 

8 sweet oranges 

Nutmeg to cover a shilling (N.B. or in our case a ten pence coin) 

1 bottle of whisky 

1 pint of sherry 

1 quartern of brandy 

1 ½ pints of China tea 

Rind of lemon 

Loaf sugar 

Why the newspaper took the trouble to whet people’s appetites I don’t 

know: oranges and lemons were a rarity, ordinary tea was on ration as was 

ordinary sugar let alone loaf sugar and as for bottles of sherry, whisky and 

brandy where would you get hold of these ingredients during the war? 

Be that as it may, I throw out a challenge to our members: can you explain 

what a quartern is!  

In any event, I make this every year around Christmas and it is readily 

consumed. If Dickens was consuming it in the 1850’s then it gives you 

some idea of the tastes of our Victorian ancestors. 

Wishing all our members a Happy Christmas and New Year. 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

It has certainly been a strange and for some catastrophic year with all that 

Covid 19 brought in its wake. We sincerely hope that all our members and 

readers came through the ordeal unscathed. 

 

As we have commented before, lockdown encouraged more members to 

take up the challenge of submitting articles to us for inclusion in the 

journals. Hopefully we have returned to a more normal situation but we 

trust that all members will continue to share with the membership their 

research experiences and findings. 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS AFTERTHOUGHTS 

By Alan Rowland 

 

In her article Colyn STORER, June edition (page 9), made a good point 

when she drew a comparison between the great plague of London (1665-

1666) and the coronavirus pandemic of 2019-2020 by quoting from Daniel 

Defoe’s work. He had his fictional character state that there were no mass 

circulation publications to spread the word. By inference the best that could 

be achieved was to inform by word of mouth which, not unlike today’s 

‘fake news’, could be exaggerated, added to or even made less or more 

serious than it actually was.  

 

All of this did not stop those that could afford it leaving London for 

outlying country districts but the vast majority of the poor of London had 

to remain and take their chances, a little like the lockdown. It must be left 

to future historians to give judgement as to just how much the 2020 

situation was made worse by non-stop social media. 

 

On the other hand, it is a fact that at the very least the internet, Skype and 

social media generally, managed to keep people in touch with their friends 

and families by being able to ‘see’ each other. 

 

                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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Whilst shops were shut, other than chemists and those selling food, buying 

online has really come into its own by allowing the vulnerable to shop from 

home. That is all very well for those au fait with modern technology, but 

for those who are not or cannot afford a computer, life must be extremely 

difficult.  

 

 

Season’s Greetings 

from 

John, Alan 

and the 

Committee  
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UNDERSTANDING ARMY TERMS (Part 3) 

By John Symons 

 

FA. Field Ambulance 

F. AMB. Field Ambulance 

F.A.N.Y. First Aid Nursing Yeomanry 

FARELF Far East Land Force 

F. COY Fortress Company 

FDS Field Dressing Station 

 Forward Delivery Squadron (RAC) 

FF REGT Frontier Force Regiment (India) 

F.G.C.M. Field General Court Martial 

FH Field Hospital 

FLD. BKY Field Bakery 

FOO Forward Observation Officer 

FOU Forward Observer Unit (RA) 

FPKS Field Park Squadron (RE) 

FPS Field Park Squadron (RE) 

FSS Field Security Section 

FUS Fusilier (Rank equating to Private) 

FVPE Fighting Vehicle Proving Establishment 

FVS Fighting Vehicle Section 

FWN. Forewoman (QMAAC NCO) 
  

G.C. George Cross 

GC COY General Construction Company (RE) 

G.C.M. General Court Martial 

GCR Gold Coat Regiment 

GDS. Guards 

 General Duties Section 

GDSM Guardsman (Rank equating to Private) 

G.GDS Grenadier Guards 

GDS. M.G.R. Guards Machine Gun Regiment 

GEN General 

GH General Hospital 

GLAM. YEO Glamorgan Yeomanry 

GLOUC. R. Gloucestershire Regiment 

G.M. George Medal 

G.M.P. Garrison Military Police 

Gnr. Gunner (Rank equating to Private in Royal Artillery) 

G.O.C. General Officer Commanding 

G.O.C.-in-C General Officer Commanding-in-Chief 

GORD. HIGHS. Gordon Highlanders 

GORDONS Gordon Highlanders 

GP Group 

GRKS. Gurkhas 

G.R.O. General Routine Order 

G.S. General Service 
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GSC General Service Corps 

GSO General Staff Officer 

GT COY General Transport Company 

GTTB General Trades Training Battalions (Royal Signals) 

HAA Heavy Anti Aircraft 

H.A.C. Honourable Artillery Company 

H.A.C. ART Honourable Artillery Company Artillery Section -3 

H.A.C. INF. Honourable Artillery Company Infantry Section - 3 

HAMP. R. Hampshire Regiment 

HAMPS. R. Hampshire Regiment 

HAMPS. YEO. Hampshire Yeomanry 

HAT Home Ambulance Train (RAMC) 

HCBTC Home Counties Brigade Training Centre 

HD Home Defence 

HEREFORD R. Hereford Regiment 

HERT. R. Hertfordshire Regiment 

HERTS. R. Hertfordshire Regiment 

HERTS. YEO. Hertfordshire Yeomanry 

HIGHLAND CYC. BTN. Highland Cyclist Battalion 

HIGH. L.I. Highland Light Infantry 

H.K.S.R.G.A. Hong Kong and Singapore Royal Garrison Artillery 

H.K.V.D.C. Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps 

H.L.I. Highland Light Infantry 

HOUSEHOLD BN. Household Battalion 

HPS Home Port Security (Intelligence Corps) 

HQ SW Headquarters Static Workshop (REM) 

HRS. Hussars 

 Heavy Recovery Section (REME) 

HRS(MT) Heavy Report Shop (Motor Transport) (RAOC) 

HS Holding Strength 

 Hospital Ship 

HSF Home Service Force 

HTR Heavy Training Regiment (RAC) 

HUNTS. CYCLIST BN. Huntingdonshire Cyclist Battalion 

I Intelligence 

IACC Indian Army Corps of Clerks 

IAOC Indian Army Ordnance Corps 

I/c In charge of 

ICC Intelligence Corps Centre 

IE Inspectorate of Establishments 

IFCU Indian Field Censor Unit (Intelligence Corps) 

IG Instructor in Gunnery 

I. GDS. Irish Guards 

IJLB Infantry Junior Leader Battalion 

INF. Infantry 

INFY. Infantry 

INT CORPS Intelligence Corps 

IO Intelligence Officer 

IR. GDS. Irish Guards 
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ITC Infantry Training Centre 

IUL Indian Unattached List (Officers) 

IWP Instruments and Weapons Production 

I.W.T. Inland Water Transport 

KAR King's African Rifles 

K.E.H. King Edward's Horse 

K.O.S.B. Kings Own Scottish Borderers 

K.O. SCOT. BORD. Kings Own Scottish Borderers 

K.O.Y.L.I. Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

K.R.R.C. Kings Royal Rifle Corps 

K.R.R.F.C. Kings Royal Rifle Corps 

KSG Korea Services Gratuity 

K.S.L.I. Kings Shropshire Light Infantry 

L Labour 

LAA Light Anti Aircraft 

LABOUR C. Labour Corps 

LAC London Assembly Centre 

LAD Light Aid Detachment 

LANARK. YEO. Lanarkshire Yeomanry 

LAN. FUS. Lanarkshire Fusiliers 

L.C. Labour Corps 

L. CPL. Lance Corporal 

LICPL Lance Corporal 

LCRS Lancers 

LDAC London District Assembly Centre 

LO Liaison Officer 

LORD London District Reception Depot (RAC) 

LDY OP Laundry Operator (RAOC) 

LEIC. R. Leicestershire Regiment 

LEIC. YEO. Leicestershire Yeomanry 

LEINS R. Leinster Regiment 

L.G. Life Guards 

L. GDS. Life Guards 

LIAP Leave in addition to Pay 

LIEUT. Lieutenant 

LINC. R. Lincolnshire Regiment 

LINC. YEO. Lincolnshire Yeomanry 

L.I.R. London Irish Rifles 

LMB FA Lowland Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance (RAMC) 

L.N. LAN. R. Loyal North Lancashire Regiment 

LOFC Line of Communication 

LONDON. R. London Regiment 

LOTH & BORD. H. Lothian and Border Horse 

LOVATS SCTS. Lovat's Scouts 

L'POOL. R. Liverpool Regiment 

LRDG Long Range Desert Group 

LRS Lancers 

L. SGT. Lance Sergeant 

LSL Long Service List 

LT. Lieutenant 
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LT. COL. Lieutenant Colonel 

LTM Light Trench Mortar 

LTR Long Term Reserve 

LWOP Leave without Pay 

MA Military Adviser 

 Military Assistant 

 Military Attache 

MAC Motor Ambulance Company (RAMC) 

M.A.D. Military Accounts Department 

MAJ Major 

MANCH. R. Manchester Regiment 

MB Mercian Brigade 

MBU Mobile Bath Unit (Pioneer Corps) 

M.C. Military Cross 

 Movement Control 

 Motor Cycle 

MCU Military Collection Unit 

MDC Mobile Defence Company 

MD COY Motor Driver Company (ATS) 

ME COY Mechanical Equipment Company 

M.E.F. Mediterranean Expeditionary Force 

MELF Middle East Land Force 

MEP Mechanical Equipment Park Company (RE) 

MET Meteorological 

MEXE, Military Engineering Experimental Establishment 

M.F.P. Military Foot Police 

M.G.C. Machine Gun Corps 

M.G. CORPS Machine Gun Corps 

M.G.C. CAV. Machine Gun Corps Cavalry 

MG TC Machine Gun Training Centre 

MGO Master General of the Ordnance 

MIDD'X R. Middlesex Regiment 

M.I.R.S. Military Intelligence Research Section 

MLU Mobile Laundry Unit (RAOC) 

M.M. Military Medal 

MMGC Motor Machine Gun Corps 

M.M.G.S. Motor Machine Gun Service 

M.M.P. Military Mounted Police 

M.O. Medical Officer 

 Military Operations 

MOB Mobilisation 

M.O.D. Ministry of Defence 

MOV Movement 

MP Manpower 

MP&DB Military Prison and Detention Barracks 

MPDB Military Provost Detention Barracks 

M.P.S.C. Military Provost Staff Corps 

MONMOUTH R. Monmouthshire Regiment 

MPFC Mobile Petrol Filling Company 

MPTC Mobile Petrol Transport Company 
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M.R. Mounted Rifles 

MRA Maritime Royal Artillery 

MRE Microbiological Research Establishment 

MRS Medical Reception Station 

MS Mechanical Specials - prefix for Old Army ASC numbers 

MSD Main Supply Depot (RAOC) 

MSG Maintenance Support Group 

MT Mechanical Transport 

MT BN. Motor Training Battalion 

MTF Mauritius Territorial Force 

MTO Mechanical Transport Officer 

MTS Motor Transport Stores 

MTTD Motor Transport Training Depot 

MWEE Mechanical Warfare Experimental Establishment 

M1 Prefix for New Army ASC Mechanical Transport numbers 

M2 Prefix for ASC Electricians numbers 

 

 

 

A BIT OF GOSSIP ON A RUISLIP BIRTH 

By Melanie Winterbotham 

 

 

Melanie first had this piece published in the Ruislip, Northwood & 

Eastcote Local History Society Journal of 2013 (an annual publication) and 

she is happy for us to use it here: 
 

‘Giving birth in the early 1700s was risky, but rarely lonely. When Mary 

SAECHa, a Quaker, gave birth to her first child in 1706, she was 

accompanied by four neighbours as well as a midwife. The midwife was 

Isabella COWDERY, who lived in Uxbridge and attended confinements in 

several surrounding villages; she was married to a tallow chandler and 

‘clerk’b. 

 

Women who assisted at a birth were earlier known as ‘godsibs’, strictly 

meaning a godparent or close relative. Considering the length of time a 

woman might be in labour, it is not surprising that they indulged in what 

we now call gossip! Gossiping at Mary’s house were Dorothy 

NICHOLAS, Elizabeth REDDING, Sarah OSMAN, and Ann NELHAM. 
                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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Dorothy NICHOLASc attended all three of Mary’s labours, and was 

possibly the wife of Matthew or John NICHOLAS, both of whom were 

farmers. Elizabeth REDDING was married to Henry REDDING, a 

labourer. There were OSMANS farming in Northwood, but Sarah does not 

appear in records. Ann NELHAMd is of interest.  Death registers show that 

the wife of Joseph NELHAM was a wetnurse. Was Ann here to share her 

expertise in infant handling and feeding? At least one of the women, 

possibly Elizabeth REDDING (who seems to have no children before 

1710), is likely to have been a servant. 

 

The house was even more crowded in 1708, when six gossips attended.  

Dorothy NICHOLAS and Ann NELHAM were accompanied by Mary’s 

sister in law Ann SAECH, and by Judith SEAMOUR, Mary TURNER and 

Elizabeth RICHARDSON. Judith SEAMOURe was married to William 

SEMOUR, a baker and shopkeeper, and had ten children herself.  

 

Mary TURNER may be the wife of Thomas TURNER, a ‘certificate man’, 

meaning that he did not come from the parish and could only stay if he 

could support himself; so Mary was probably a servant of some sort.  

Elizabeth RICHARDSON could be a relative, a servant and/or a fellow 

Quaker; this surname is not local to Ruislip, but is the name of a founding 

family of the Uxbridge Friends. 

 

In 1711, Mary gave birth to her third (and last recorded) child Sarah, who 

sadly died three weeks later. Present were: Ann HEDGER, Dorothy 

NICHOLAS, Elizabeth READING, Mary TURNER, and Mary GOMME. 

Ann HEDGER was an older woman, married to Richard HEDGER senior 

and with grandchildren of her own.   

 

Mary GOMME was connected to Mary by religion – her husband John, a 

labourer of Eascott Lane, is described in the parish register as a Quaker, 

although strangely his children were baptised at St Martin’sf. 

 

This rare peek into the birthing chamber is courtesy of the records of the 

Longford Meeting of the Society of Friendsg. Mary was the daughter of 

John HUNT of Hedgerley, Bucks, but was living in Uxbridge when she 

married John SAECH (son of John), a bricklayerh of Ruislip in 1705. 

Quaker records of the family end with her death in 1720 at the age of 39. 

 

John SAECH’s father, also Johnj, was buried in Uxbridge Friends’ Burying 

Ground in 1712 aged 72.                                                                    (contd). 
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Of the babies, little is recorded in either Quaker or Anglican records. It is 

probably the grandson John who is commemorated on a gravestone 

opposite the door of the modern church hall at St Martin’s ‘son of John 

bricklayer of Great Kingsend’ who had lived 20 years in the parish and was 

in his 45th yeark.  The epitaph reminds us that people did not stay put three 

hundred years ago. Only half John’s life was spent in Ruislip and his 

mother had come from Hedgerley.  The information in Quaker records 

demonstrates similar patterns for other members. 

 

The SAECHEs attended meetings at Uxbridgel, which was a satellite of the 

Longford Monthly Meeting. Uxbridge meetings began at the George Inn 

until in the early 1690s a Ruislip bricklayer John HUDSON was 

commissioned to build a meeting house which included a kitchen and two 

bedrooms (presumably for travelling Friends and speakers). A Ruislip 

chapmanm Jonathan COCK was a Trustee.  

                                         

A replacement meeting house was built in 1755; it is said to have been 

funded partly by a £50 legacy from HUDSON, but his will contains no 

indication of this. Perhaps a surplus from the fund for the first building had 

been kept and invested. 

 

Like most non-conformists, Quakers suffered badly in the late seventeenth 

century. In 1683, after a particularly threatening visit by the Justices, it is 

said that the town officials and other neighbours paid their fines for them.  

Nevertheless, William TANNER was sent to Aylesbury prison for refusing 

to pay a fine, and died there two years later, aged only 29. 

 

By the eighteenth century, the Uxbridge meeting was attracting fewer 

members.  Considering the distance from Longford, it is not surprising that 

the Ruislip contingent was small, and ceased in 1720. Attendance seems to 

have been relaxed, with non-members present at marriages, and families 

sometimes using the Church of England (and probably other non-

conformist congregations whose records are lost).   

 

The SAECHEs seem to have been self-contained, for they are never listed 

together with other Ruislip friends. Others were more fully involved; all 

were successful tradesmen. 
 

Quaker families in 17th century Ruislip 
 

Early converts to the Society of Friends were Jonathan COCK and his wife 

Sarah who registered six children between 1671 and 1680 when Sarah died. 
                                                                                                           (contd). 
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Four years later Jonathan married a widow Huldah PEWSEY, and we learn 

that he came originally from High Wycombe where his father was a bodice 

maker; Huldah was the daughter of Joan HALL of Uxbridge. Jonathan 

evidently prospered, as by 1693 when his daughter Sarah married James 

STIRREDGE of Hemel Hempstead, both father and bridegroom were 

shopkeepers. By 1702n perhaps through contacts in the religious 

community, he had acquired a Draper’s shop in Hampton Wick, where he 

died in 1708. 

 

John HUDSON and John EDSELL were present at the marriage of John 

and Huldah.  

 

John EDSELL buried a daughter Mary in 1690, and was himself buried at 

Uxbridge burying ground in 1720, yet the birth of ‘a childe of Jo. EDSILL 

Quaker’ is recorded at St Martin’s in 1696 (perhaps it did not survive), his 

widow Ann was buried at St Martin’s in 1743, and a probable son John 

married in Ruislip in 1744. 

 

John HUDSON (son of Nathaniel, also a Ruislip bricklayer, and Martha) 

married Hannah HOOKES of Watford in 1680.  

 

John had a daughter Martha whose birth is not recorded. Hannah bore four 

children, all of whom survived, but alas she died bearing the last. The 

gossips are recorded for her last two, but none of the names are familiar to 

Ruislip or the surrounding area; did she return to Watford or to a relative’s 

home for her confinements? 

 

In 1691 John HUDSON returned to Watford to marry Martha BURWELL 

of Leavesden-Woodside; within six months Martha had died. In 1693 he 

married in Chesham a widow Mary HELLIER, daughter of Stephen 

BELSON, husbandman of Haddenham, and his wife Judith.  

 

John died in 1696, leaving property at ‘Tilekill’ in Ruislip and provision 

for his sons to be apprenticed. As Jonathan COCK had travelled to each 

marriage and was an overseer of John HUDSON’s will, a link between the 

families is likely, perhaps through a marriage where the partner had died. 

 

Three members of the WHEELER family appear only in burial records at 

Uxbridge: Elizabeth in 1712, (aged 86) and in 1717 her daughter-in-law 

Alice (aged 60) and son Nathaniel (aged 55, baptised at St Margaret’s, 

Uxbridge in 1661).                                                                             (contd). 
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Robert SHOREDITCH was a member in the 1690s, and later married Anne 

SAECH (the gossiping aunt); he subsequently ran slave plantations in 

Jamaica, having no doubt changed his religious allegiance’. 

 

Footnotes: 
a  More commonly spelt Saich, but this line are often Saech, even on a 

gravestone. 
b Samuel Cowdery probably clerk of the parish; his son Samuel died in 

1763 recorded on his gravestone as clerk and sexton of the church of 

Uxbridge; his cousin Nathaniel Cowdery died in 1748 is recorded as ‘first 

clerk of His Majesty’s Receipt of Exchequer’ (‘The history of the ancient 

town and borough of Uxbridge: containing copies of interesting public 

documents, and a particular account of all charitable donations’ George 

Redford, Thomas Hurry Riches; Printed and sold by W. Lake, 1818; 

published online by Google Books), so this is a bureaucratic family. 
c Dorothy Nicholas died 1749 Ruislip. 

d Ann Knellam died 1757 Ruislip. 

e Judith Seamour’s PCC will was proved in 1744. 

f 1705 a Richard Gomme aged 79 was buried at Uxbridge Friends’ Burial 

Ground. 

g In the National Archives series RG6. 

h According to ‘The London Tradesman’ by R. Campbell (1747), a Master 

Bricklayer could build a standard house without consulting an architect, 

though Campbell considered their skill to be less than that of a mason or 

carpenter. 

j John Saech senr. witnessed the wedding in 1705, along with Matthew, 

James, Ann and Sarah Saech, and two other relatives Samuel and Ruth 

Wilson. 

k The date on the stone has been damaged. 

l Accounts of the Uxbridge meeting can be found in: ‘The Free Church 

History of Uxbridge’ by L. Donald Jarvis, pub. Uxbridge 1953; ‘The Story 

of Uxbridge Quakers’ from 1658 by Celia Trott, pub. Uxbridge Meeting, 

Society of Friends 1970 The History of Quakers in Uxbridge’ in 

http://leaflettexts.blogspot.co.uk/ accessed 24 Aug 2013; author 

unnamed. 

m A trader or dealer, often itinerant. 
n 1702 Marriage of Mary Cock to John Kirton pewterer of St Saviour 

Southwark, s.of John Kirton of Kensington, yeo. 

o Midwife Dorothy Hall/Holle widow; + Lucie Waler, Mary Carter, Susan 

Madox, Sarah Swinbanke, Elizabeth Houlden 
 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22George+Redford%22
http://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22George+Redford%22
http://www.google.co.uk/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Thomas+Hurry+Riches%22
http://leaflettexts.blogspot.co.uk/
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AN INTERESTING ENTRY  ̶  REVISITED 

By Alan Rowland 

 

 

With lockdown time on my hands and remembering the short piece I wrote 

in the June edition about ‘An Interesting Entry’ (page 33), I decided to find 

out a little more about the ‘Gent in Shepperton, Middlesex’. 

 

The 1820 baptism record of his son (Augustus Hamilton) told me the 

names of his parents. He was Hector Douglas HARVEST, his wife was 

Susannah and they were married in 1819 in Charlotte Town, Prince Edward 

Island, North America.  

 

So far so good, I extended my search by trying the general search facilities 

on Ancestry and Findmypast. Both provided several records which are 

summarised here: 

 

Hector was born in 1795 and baptised in Shepperton, Middlesex – his 

parents were Richard and Elizabeth. By 1815 Hector was in the military, 

the 99th Foot and later the 97th Foot, and was promoted to Ensign (without 

purchase) his status was listed as Gent. He must have been in Canada 

shortly after this because it was there that he married his wife in 1819. 

 

He received further promotions: in 1825 to Lieutenant and Captain in 1838, 

in 1841 he was serving in Corfu and he also served in Ireland where several 

of his children were born. 

 

This well travelled man eventually returned to England for he appears on 

the 1861 census as a Colonel staying in the Craven Hotel, Craven Street, 

London. In 1871 the census records him in Dawlish, Devon aged 75 with 

his unmarried daughter Frances who was 44. 

 

He is still in Dawlish in 1881, a widower, again with his unmarried 

daughter Frances (54), but this time there is also a Frances J HARVEST, 

age 4, his granddaughter born in Dawlish. Hector died and was buried in 

Dawlish, 1881. 

 

Augustus followed his father into the military, in 1841 he was a Lieutenant 

in 2nd Bat. West India Reg. in Spanish Town, Jamaica.   
                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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When I first found the baptism of Augustus it seemed strange to me that 

the Rector who recorded the baptism had included the detail of the 

marriage of Augustus’s parents. Did he ask for proof? Why was it 

important?  
 

Having revisited the parish record I noticed that at the bottom of the page 

was a hand written note that I had missed previously.  

 

It is a little difficult to read therefore I include here a transcription: 

 

The marriage of Hector Harvest and Susannah Elizabeth (Smith?) was 

taken from the Marriage Licence signed by Charles Douglas Lieutenant 

Governor of the Island by me William Rufsch, Rector of Shepperton. 

 

So, this answered my question – ‘did the Rector ask for proof?’ If he did, 

Hector had obviously come prepared with the marriage licence.      

 

Who would be interested bearing in mind that the register would not 

normally be seen by the general public? It also seemed odd that Hector was 

recorded as a Gent and not as being in the army as an Ensign.  

 

Geographically Shepperton is very close to Halliford; was it a nod to his 

own ancestors that he had Augustus baptised there? 

 

 

 

 

 

YET ANOTHER FANCIFUL FAMILY STORY 

By John Bridger 

 

I don’t know if John’s family were particularly susceptible to family stories 

that in the final analysis proved to be incorrect, but here is John’s latest 

recollection. 

                                                                                                                              (contd) 
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‘My aunt insisted the Scottish link in my family was via a Mr. DOUGLAS. 

He was portrayed as being a man who was a Factor with a business in 

Dundee.  

Whilst the name DOUGLAS was a correct connection our family’s 

DOUGLAS was in fact Canon James DOUGLAS, vicar of Kirriemuir 

which is near Dundee. He was uncle to my great grandmother Lucy Ann 

Douglas’. 

Once again, a family story that in the light of modern research facilities 

proved false. 

 

A FAMILY THROUGH THE DECADES (Part 1)  

THE TWENTIES   By John Symons 

 

One of the few benefits of the recent lockdown has been the opportunity 

to look through my personal archives to see what might come to light. The 

answer was not surprising – photographs, boxes and boxes of them. Few 

pictures were labelled so it will be a giant detective game to work out who 

was who but some progress has been made in this regard. 

This has also been a time of reflection and so the idea dawned on me that 

perhaps it didn’t matter so much to know who everyone was as long as 

there was a cast of central characters.  

Why not let the pictures speak for themselves? Through them would 

emerge images of for want of a better word, middle-class life in England, 

for this is what my mother’s family considered themselves to be. It would 

have been wonderful to see my father’s family, who would have been 

proud to be known as working class, through the same perspective but 

they could not afford cameras and so apart from occasional studio 

portraits their lives remain largely hidden.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                           (contd). 

 



 

 
© Hillingdon Family History Society        17                                      December 2020 

 

For those who could afford them, the 20th century gradually made cameras 

widely available. This in turn enabled people to move away from the usual 

formal posed studio pictures to a more relaxed approach resulting in 

family ‘snaps’.  

At the outset indoor photography required more equipment so inevitably 

but not always, we find that family photographs are taken outdoors 

usually on warm summer days. 

I also borrowed the idea of using a decades-based approach beginning at 

the end of the First World War.  

At that time my mother, Mary Eileen ALDRIDGE known as Molly, was 

a teenager who had been born in 1905.  

In 1918 she, along with her older sister Kath and her much younger 

brother Arthur, lived near Maidenhead in Berkshire with their widowed 

mother, Clara. Clara’s husband Herbert had died as a result of the war, a 

story that has already been written about in previous issues.  

The family was therefore left in reduced circumstances but fortunately 

they had a group of friends as well as family members who were wealthier 

and therefore both were available for support. It did mean however that 

the girls had to find employment which they would probably not have 

otherwise done. 

My mother worked as a telegraph clerk with the Great Western Railway 

whilst her sister was a typist and clerk in the Civil Service. Both 

incidentally met their husbands through their employment. 

If this idea works it could be extended to subsequent decades but to start 

with here is a slice of life around Berkshire in the 1920s although some of 

the earliest photographs predate the 1920s.  

I have tried to group together photos with the same theme, for example, 

sports, outdoor life, fashion, holidays, etc. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                            (contd). 
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Clara ALDRIDGE and her three children lived during the 1920s in what 

appears to be a fairly modest house, named ‘Meadowcroft’, in Hitcham 

near Maidenhead, Buckinghamshire. This photograph positively identifies 

the name of the house, it can be seen on the wall to the right but it is difficult 

to read.                                                                                                (contd). 
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Living in somewhat larger properties in Maidenhead they had friends and 

relations as well as cousins further afield in Chertsey, Surrey. 

Unlike the majority of my horde of 

pictures which are undated, this 

picture is marked as being taken in 

1917.  

It shows Kath, on the left, with her 

younger sister Molly when they 

were aged thirteen and twelve 

respectively.  

They both attended a school in the 

Maidenhead area, but I am not sure 

exactly which school it was.  

There are references to it as ‘C.G.S.’ 

could those initials stand for ‘girls’ 

or ‘grammar’ school?  

  

This second picture is obviously of 

a group of girls in school uniform. 

It is possible that one of this group 

is Kath with her classmates. 

Is it possible that there is a clue that 

might help identify the school in 

this picture?  

The building looks much like a 

large house that might have been 

converted to use as a school.  

It is obviously not a purpose-built 

school.                                              

                                                 

 

                                                       (contd). 
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One of the Chertsey cousins, who was also a good friend, was Janet 

GLENIE. Janet is shown here on the right of Kath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exactly what is going on here I’m not sure, but it involves Janet and Molly 

and I am fairly certain it doesn’t involve decorum!                         (contd). 
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This is another of the rare photographs that are dated. 

It was taken in 1921 and shows Clara, my grandmother, with her sister and 

at the back is Arthur aged eight. For once Arthur is not wearing his school 

cap! 

Unfortunately, there is no clue as to where the picture was taken. Also 

unknown is the identity of the fourth person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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A few years later they are shown here beside the River Thames. The river 

flowed only a mile or so from where they lived and as will be shown in the 

continuation of this series in later journals, it played an important part in 

their lives.  

Clearly there must have been a love of nature and the great outdoors around 

this time. I still have a book of dried and pressed flowers that my mother 

Molly collected. 

 

                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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Once again here is Molly and Arthur with others I’m not able to identify.  

Arthur was boarded at the London Orphan School in Watford, a charitable 

institution for fatherless children. He would have qualified because of the 

death of his father as a result of serving in the First World War.  

He would only have been home during school holidays and is always 

recognisable by his school cap. He was rarely seen without it during much 

of the 1920s and I have found online photographs of the school which show 

the boys wearing the same cap. 

It is unsurprising, given her love of the outdoor life, that Molly was a Girl 

Guide and so was used to camping. Below is an early picture which might 

perhaps include the Guide leaders.  

 

 

                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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Even in the late 1920s she was still 

camping as this picture shows. 

The location is clearly far from 

home ― there are no mountains in 

Berkshire! 

N.B. John’s discovery of his boxes 

filled with photographs re-

enforces the point made in the 

Chairman’s Notes on page 3 of the 

September journal. We shall look 

forward to more snaps from John 

and if any other members have 

similar collections, we would be 

pleased to receive any that they 

care to share with us. As many of 

you will recognise, these photos 

were the subject of our first Zoom 

meeting in October. 

 

 



 

 
© Hillingdon Family History Society        25                                      December 2020 

 

 

A VIRUS IN LONDON 

By Melanie Winterbotham 

 

Following the article in the June edition by Colyn Storer (Covid 19 

Reflections) which told us of Daniel Defoe’s fictitious account of the 

plague, Melanie sent this extract from the diary of Samuel Pepys  ̶  a factual 

account of the plague in London.   

‘1665  

30th April. Great fears of the sickness here in the City, it being said that 

two or three houses are already shut up. 

24th May. All the newes is of the Dutch being gone out, and of the plague 

growing upon us in this towne, and of remedies against it; some one thing, 

some another. 

7th June. This day, much against my will, I did in Drury Lane see two or 

three houses marked with a red cross upon the doors, and ‘Lord have 

mercy upon us’ writ there; which was a sad sight to me, being the first of 

the kind that, to my remembrance, I ever saw. 

15th June. The towne grows very sickly, and people to be afeard of it; there 

dying this last week of the plague 112, from 43 the week before… 

21st June. So homewards and to the Cross Keys at Cripplegate, where I 

find the towne almost going out of towne, the coaches and waggons being 

all full of people going into the country. 

29th June. This end of the towne grows every day very bad of the plague. 

The Mortality Bill is come to 267; which is about 90 more than the last… 

1st July. To Westminster, where I hear the sicknesse encreases greatly. Sad 

at the news that seven or eight houses in Bazing Hall street, are shut up of 

the plague. 

18th July. I was much troubled this day to hear at Westminster how the 

officers do bury the dead in the open Tuttle-fields, pretending for want of 

room elsewhere… 

21st July. So home and late at my chamber, setting some papers in order; 

the plague growing very raging, and my apprehensions of it great.    (contd). 
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26th July. The sicknesse is got into our parish this week, and is got, indeed, 

every where; so that I begin to think of setting things in order, which I pray 

God enable me to put both as to soul and body. 

30th July. It was a sad noise to hear our bell to toll and ring so often to-

day, either for deaths or burials; I think five or six times. 

10th August. By and by to the office, where we sat all the morning, in great 

trouble to see the Bill this week rise so high, to about 4,000 in all, and of 

them about 3,000 of the plague. 

12th August. The people die so, that now it seems they are fain to carry the 

dead to be buried by day-light, the nights not sufficing to do it in. 

30th August. …Hadley, our clerke, who, upon my asking how the plague 

goes, he told me it encreases much and much in our parish; for, says he, 

there died nine this week, though I have returned but six: which is a very 

ill practice, and makes me think it is so in other places; and therefore the 

plague much greater than people take it to be.  

6th September. …I looked into the street and saw fires burning in the street, 

as it is through the whole City, by the Lord Mayor’s order. 

19th September. But, Lord!  What a sad time it is to see no boats upon the 

River; and grass grows all up and down White Hall court, and nobody but 

poor wretches in the streets! 

5th October. The Bill, blessed be God! Is less this week by 740 of what it 

was last week. But Lord! How empty the streets are and melancholy, so 

many poor sick people in the streets full of sores; and so many sad stories 

overheard as I walk, every body talking of this dead, and that man sick, 

and so many in this place, and so many in that. 

26th October. The ‘Change pretty full, and the town begins to be lively 

again, though the streets very empty, and most shops shut. 

15th November. The plague, blessed be God! Is decreased 400; making the 

whole this week but 1,300…for which the Lord be praised! 

30th November. Great joy we have this week in the weekly Bill, it being 

come to 544 in all, and but 333 of the plague; so that we are encouraged 

to get to London as soon as we can. 

                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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And my father writes as great news of joy to them, that he saw Yorke’s 

waggon go again this week to London, and was full of passengers. 

31st December. I have never lived so merrily as I have done this plague 

time…and great store of dancings we had at my cost at my lodgings. My 

whole family hath been well all this while, and all my friends I know of, 

saving my aunt Bell, who is dead…of the plague. 

1666 

5th January. And a delightful thing it is to see the towne full of people again 

as now it is; and shops begin to open, though in many places seven or eight 

together, and more, all shut but yet the towne is full, compared with what 

it used to be.’ 

N.B. The number of recorded deaths from all causes were published in the 

‘Bills of Mortality’ which Pepys shortens to ‘Bill’ (various locations 

above). 

‘Change is a contraction of Royal Exchange the place where stocks were 

traded (26th October above).   
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A FAMILY STORY CHECKED OUT! 

By Alan Rowland 

 

 

Many years ago, long before I became interested in family history, I was 

told by one of my mother’s cousins that their great aunt, Elizabeth 

BENNETT, had married a Frenchman, had lived in Paris and that he had 

something to do with a celebratory meal held when the Eiffel Tower 

reached the first platform level. This cousin also gave me what little 

evidence she had for this story which amounted to a few letters and the 

notification of the funeral arrangements of Elizabeth’s husband. 

 

Recently I decided to try for a little more information about Elizabeth 

BENNETT with the following results: 

 

Elizabeth born 1832 in Shepperton, Middlesex was the third daughter of 

Richard (born 1798) and Sarah (née HAYES) BENNETT who married at 

the parish church of St. Nicholas, Shepperton, Middlesex in 1819. The 

1851census has Elizabeth in service and this was also her occupation on 

both the1861 and 1871 censuses. 

 

The usual searches on FreeBMD for her marriage at a date when she would 

be around twenty yielded nothing. I extended the date but still nothing 

materialized. I began to think that the reason I could not find the marriage 

was that she may have married the Frenchman in France.  

 

As a last resort I tried the ‘Birth, Marriage and Death, including Parish’ 

collection on Ancestry and carried out a free ranging marriage search not 

knowing the date or the place.  

 

Elizabeth BENNETT is a very common combination of names, but 

fortunately the name of her husband was likely to be unusual. I therefore 

used Edouard Nicolas MÉCHIN as my search criteria and nothing else.  

 

After I had looked at many pages suddenly ̶ success!  

                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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I now had the place, Surrey, and the marriage date.  

 

This enabled a search of Surrey parish registers for the certificate which 

was quickly found and it furnished a clue to my next move. Elizabeth and 

Edouard Nicolas MÉCHIN married in Surrey in 1874 when she was 42, at 

the parish church of St. Paul, Petersham.     

 

As can be seen Monsieur MÉCHIN is described as a widower and his rank 

or profession is given as Courier, living at an address in Belgrave Road, 

Pimlico, London.  

 

Did he possibly have some sort of official connection either with the 

French government or a company employed as carriers of important 

documents? Was this the reason for his presence in London?  

 

Amongst the letters given to me there is one dated 14th March 1882 written 

by Mons. MÉCHIN, on Hatchet’s headed note paper to his wife, Elizabeth, 

at home in France. 

 

Hatchett’s Piccadilly was originally a coaching inn located in Piccadilly 

and was one of the best known coaching inns in England during the 18th 

and 19th centuries.  

 

                                                                                                                             (contd). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piccadilly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coaching_inn
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In 1720 the first landlord named it in honour of the newly established 

House of Hanover, whose heraldic emblem featured a white horse. The inn 

rose to prominence under Abraham HATCHETT.  

 

He later moved it to a new location on the opposite side of the road at the 

corner of Albemarle Street, where it was known as ‘Hatchett’s Hotel and 

White Horse Cellar’. 

Hatchett’s. 
 

All seemed to be found and the quest over. However, the marriage 

certificate provided a fact that required further research and posed another 

question which had to be answered; Edouard Nicolas was described as a 

widower ― who was his first wife? 

 

I tried a general search on Ancestry for Edouard Nicolas MÉCHIN born 

1825 in France (the date I obtained from the funeral arrangement 

notification) and on the very first page one entry stood out, the named 

spouse was Emma BENNETT!  
                                                                                                                             (contd). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Hanover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albemarle_Street
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The marriage date was 17th March 1859, the place Paris and there was even 

an image of the certificate. (below) 

 

Now I had to know who this Emma BENNETT was and eventually I found, 

via the London Metropolitan Archives baptism records on Ancestry, that 

she was Elizabeth’s older sister. 

 

(A small co-incidence here; John BENNETT, who was my paternal great 

grandfather and the brother of Emma and Elizabeth, also married first one 

sister and then another from the FARNDEN family). This information took 

a long time to be revealed because there was no family suggestion that the 

marriage to Elizabeth was his second and that his first was to her sister 

Emma.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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His full name, as revealed from his marriage to Elizabeth, was Edouard 

Nicolas MÉCHIN and he married Emma at the English Episcopal Church 

in the house of Her Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador. For him to have been 

married to Emma in the Ambassador’s house church seems odd although 

that may have been for Emma’s sake because she was English and 

presumably a Protestant.  

 

It is also a little strange that being French, neither of his marriages were 

under the Roman Catholic umbrella. I suppose it is just possible that he had 

a Huguenot connection which might clear him to be married in the 

Episcopal and Anglican churches. 

 

I could find no reference to or connection with the Eiffel Tower for 

Monsieur Méchin but I live in hope. 

 

This is another example of how the availability of parish records on line 

has enabled some flesh to be put on the bones of our families and enabled 

a family story to be proved as well as augmented i.e. Edouard married two 

sisters admittedly one after the other.  

 

It also proves the value of the vast data bases available on Ancestry which 

‘found’ the marriage of Elizabeth and of course once the date was known 

I was able to find it on FreeBMD  ̶  it was there all the time! 

 

The advantage of looking at the Ancestry general search facility is that, 

unlike FreeBMD, all entries are displayed together with the name of the 

spouse and this alone can speed up the process of finding a record.  
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NOT DNA AGAIN! 

By John Symons 

 

 

It’s all Alan’s fault!  

 

In the March 2020 journal (p. 32) he questioned why we need DNA tests 

to prove that we have as many cousins as we need or want. Well we don’t 

but some like myself try to prove as much as we can about who they are 

by using DNA in tandem with traditional research.  

 

For example, I and Terry Kopp, who wrote on page 16 of the same journal, 

worked out that we were cousins through shared research. That achieved 

we also found that we had a shared DNA sequence as well. This gives us 

that good glow of satisfaction that all those records that were looked at are 

supported by a science-based approach. 

 

Even for those of us who are general supporters of these methods realise 

that it is far from a panacea and present difficulties and dilemmas that are 

hard for a family historian to address. Apart from the general addictiveness 

of wanting to check out all those matches which are constantly refreshed 

there is to me a more fundamental difficulty and this concerns what might 

be termed unexpected results.  

 

I took an Ancestry autosomal DNA test some years ago, the most popular 

type. With this you get a list of matches ordered by closeness by the number 

of shared Centimorgans (Cm). In my case and I expect for most others, the 

list runs at least into many hundreds. If like myself you also have an online 

Ancestry tree it may be the case that Ancestry will suggest to you shared 

ancestors. You are then able to check the veracity of this suggestion to 

confirm or otherwise. As an aside, you may also find that there are more 

present than Ancestry suggest so it is a good idea to look through the list 

yourself to see if they fit neatly into your family tree. 

 

So, this is all fine and dandy and I have numerous ancestral lines which are 

now supported by DNA matches. The problem though is that many of my 

closest matches are not in any way supported by my researched tree, so 

what is going on?  

 
                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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In my case I have six matches with more than 50 Cm but of those I am only 

able to place two, one from my paternal family and one from my maternal 

family. Of the remaining four, two have family trees that correspond to 

each other but not to mine.  

 

I am however fairly certain from the location of these people that they 

relate to my maternal side. This tends to be confirmed by the DNA 

segments. 

 

A possible explanation for this is one my male forebears had a child out of 

wedlock, or rather less likely as it is harder to conceal, one my female 

forebears had an illegitimate child. I have my suspicions but they are no 

more than that. In the future we will have further issues like sperm donors 

and other medical techniques which will also complicate matters. 

 

This has been something of a concern ever since I received my first results 

many years ago. At first, I only had one or two unexpected matches. As 

more and more people take tests these numbers have grown to where I am 

today. With more matches and hopefully more trees to compare, more clues 

will emerge such as dates and locations to help narrow down the search. 

Furthermore, it is possible to look at shared characteristics between these 

matches so you can tell which parts of their families might be common to 

your own. 

 

The end result of all this might be anything from a vague thought as to 

where the connection is (which is where I am right now) through to it being 

almost certain. I have seen the latter scenario develop in the family of 

someone else where all the factors present taken with knowledge of where 

the candidate was at the time presented a 99% probability that this is what 

happened. 

 

Most of us want firm answers to questions that have been posed. I fear that 

we are in for a disappointment. We are very unlikely to have concrete proof 

unless for example we find say a document of a man admitting paternity 

(though I have heard of such a case). How do we show these on our family 

trees even if we feel we have sufficient proof? A dotted line? A footnote? 

I am open to suggestions. 

 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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None of this of course will stop me looking even if I know it’s a fool’s 

errand. It’s in my DNA. So, thanks Alan for raising the subject again and I 

promise not to write any more about it…. until next time.  

 

EARLY MEMORIES OF HAYES 

By Robin Hoare 

 

 

I grew up in Wheatley Crescent and went to Townfield School (which is 

now a campus of Uxbridge College). The school was in three parts – 

Infants, Juniors and Secondary Modern. 

 

Starting in the Infant School in 1948 I learnt to write by using a slate and 

chalk. Later at the Junior School we were entered into a national 

handwriting competition. 

 

Occasionally the local Traffic Police would come to the school equipped 

with a portable zebra crossing, Belisha beacon etc. to teach us road safety. 

 

The Junior school had a chess club run by Mr. Moffett and a string 

orchestra which played at morning assemblies. I learned to play the violin 

(badly). Occasionally the music mistress, whose name I forget, took us to 

Robert Meyer school concerts at the Central Hall in London on Saturday 

mornings. These trips cost our parents the princely sum of 2/6d (that is 12 

and a half pence in modern money). 

 

My father worked at Fairey Aviation, a large 

factory at the junction of North Hyde Road and 

Station Road and it was not unusual to see a 

'Queen Mary' low-loader driving through the town 

with propeller assemblies or Fairey Gannet 

aircraft fuselages on board. Illness caused him to 

cease work in the factory and he became 

groundsman for the factory cricket ground which 

was roughly where Savoy Avenue is now.  

 

On the north side of the cricket field was a wheat 

field which still had the remains of an anti-aircraft 

gun emplacement.                                                 (contd). 
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Our local tradesmen provided deliveries to homes: bread came by horse 

drawn van, milk was delivered by an electric float and the rag-and-bone 

man collected all kinds of scrap metal with his horse drawn cart. Our 

'winkle man' had a tricycle with a single back wheel and a large icebox at 

the front which contained pots with all various shellfish varieties.  

 

Our house was lit by coal gas, cooking was by gas and in the downstairs 

living room was we had an open fire with a back boiler to provide hot 

water.  

 

In the scullery (kitchen) there was another gas tap which connected via 

rubber hose to a burner serving a copper boiler used for washing sheets and 

other cotton fabrics that could withstand boiling water. 

 

Electricity came in the early 1950s and with it came Rediffusion. The entire 

estate was linked by a cable that ran along the eaves under the gutter and 

dropped down to the living room window, where it entered the house and 

terminated with a five-way switch. This in turn was connected to a small 

radio speaker in one corner of the room which provided a cable radio 

service. Who remembers the presenter Wilfred Pickles and 'Have a Go', or 

Journey into Space? 

 

There was a butcher’s shop at the corner of Hemmen Lane and Church 

Road, with an abattoir at the rear. Occasionally a bullock would break loose 

and run through the streets before being taken back to his fate. The butcher 

also sold live hen chicks, which he kept in large ventilated cardboard 

boxes, and sold for 1d. (½p) each.  

 

Opposite the butchers was the Ambulance and Fire Station. The Fire crews 

kept themselves fit playing volleyball close by the Lych gate to St Mary's 

Church. 

 

Many more memories of part time jobs, Sunday school but perhaps I will 

save them for another time. 

 

 

NB. Remembering 1940s house gas and electrics, who remembers the gas 

and electric meters that required old pennies (d) and later shillings (10p) 

to be inserted in order to obtain the service. 

 
                                                                                                           (contd). 
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Also, the meters were regularly emptied by ‘the gas or electric’ man who 

would empty the respective meter coin containers onto the table and by 

rapid hand movements would slide the contents across the table into the 

spare hand and stacked into neat piles of 12 pennies or 10 shillings. The 

number of piles would then be counted. The totals would be entered into 

their collection book and a percentage would be handed back to the tenant 

or house owner as an instant discount! Of course, whilst pennies were 

ubiquitous the shilling tended to be a rare beast and one never had enough 

to hand when the ‘electric went’. On those occasions it was necessary to 

accost passers-by in the street if they could ‘let you have a shilling piece’ 

for an assortment of change.    

   

 

ALBERT JAMES TYLER 1893 ― 1918 

By Anne Moss 

 

 

In order to get a more complete picture of my family I thought that it might 

be possible to find living relatives who could fill in some details.  

 

As a result of many parties and family gatherings I already knew much of 

my mother’s side of the family so I decided to concentrate on my father’s 

family. 

 

On looking into my paternal grandmother’s family, I was surprised to find 

out how many brothers and sisters she had for she never talked about her 

family. She was one of five children and she also had a step brother. I had 

a look at all the family but the one which was of most interest to me was 

her younger brother Albert James TYLER – my Great Uncle.   

 

He was born in Lambeth in 1893 the fourth child of Edwin James TYLER 

and Martha Sarah HANN. I did not discover much about his early life just 

that he started his working life as a newspaper collector and by the time he 

married in 1915 he was a publisher’s assistant. He married Minnie Agnes 

WHITE in April 1915 at St Stephen’s Church in Walworth, Surrey.  

 

Because of that date, 1915, I wondered if he had enlisted in the forces. With 

help I found the following information about his life in the Army: 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd). 
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He enlisted in Camberwell, Surrey and was a private in the West & Camb. 

Yeomanry No. 315956. Later he served in the 8th Battalion Border 

Regiment No. 260193. He was killed in action in the Western European 

Theatre, France/Flanders on the 14th April 1918 and he was awarded the 

British War Medal and the Victory Metal for his service in the war.  

 

He was one of the 11,348 killed in action. His body was never found, he 

has no grave but his name is on panel 6 as ‘Remembered with Honour’ on 

the Ploegsteert Memorial in Hainaut, Belgium.  

 

I was saddened when I discovered that he had a son born in July 1917. I do 

not know whether he knew about him and the fact that he might not have 

seen him because he was away fighting. His name was Albert Edwin 

George TYLER and in the 3rd quarter of 1939, he married Netta F. J. 

YACOMEN in Deptford.  
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Patricia Reynolds 

 
 

I hope you are all well and bearing up OK 

under the prevailing guidelines we have to 

follow.  

 

At this difficult time, we are all wondering 

what will happen next but we must look to the 

future and hope things will improve.  

 

I hope you have been able to continue researching at home and of course 

the H.F.H.S. web site will update you with the latest news. 

 

We have arrived at the end of the society’s financial year and subscription 

renewal forms are enclosed with this journal (No. 132) detailing payment 

methods. Renewal is due on 1st January 2021. Please send your completed 

form with your remittance, which helps me keep track of renewals, and 

make cheques payable to Hillingdon F.H.S. (not to me). 

 

I send a big thank you to all those members who over the past year have 

written to me. Also, the telephone chats have helped during lockdown.  

 

It just remains for me to wish you all a Happy Christmas and the very best 

of better times for 2021. 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

 

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that an investigation may 

not produce any results or may give a negative answer, in these cases a 

charge will still be made. 

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society for details. 
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HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     BUXTED:    

CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: CROWHURST: 

DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: EAST 

CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST HOATHLY: 

ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: FOLKINGTON: 

FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: HAILSHAM: 

HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: HELLINGLY: 

HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED KEYNES:  ISFIELD: 

JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: LEWES: LINDFIELD: 

LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: MARESFIELD: 

MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: NINFIELD: ORE: 

PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   RINGMER:  RIPE:    

ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: SEDLESCOMBE: 

SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: TARRING: 

TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: WARTLING: WEST 

DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: WESTMESTON: 

WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: WITHYHAM: 

WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 

 

 

 

http://www.pbnpublications.com/
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS  

 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche ............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address ........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     

http://www.parishchest.com/
http://www.genfair.com/
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access between 

the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit slip road off 

the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is Hillingdon and there is 

a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the Church. Please note that the 

main entrance to the Church is on the side of the Church. Our Research 

Room is on the 1st floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 

Uxbridge Library (6th floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 

 



 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

OFFICERS 

 

President Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 

 

Chairman Ian Harvey 01895 635230 

 24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middlesex. UB10 8NP 

 

Vice Chair John Symons 01895 677722 

 11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 7RQ 

 

Vice Chair Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 9QX 

 

Secretary Gill May 01753 885602 

 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 

 

Treasurer Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Librarian Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 

 43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex. UB5 4AT 

 

Membership Patricia Reynolds 01895 444442 

 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 

 

Programme      Anne Moss                                                         01895 263669  

Secretary          20 Churchill Close, Hillingdon, Middlesex.  UB10 0EA                  

 

Projects Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 9QW 

 

Publicity Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO:    Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR  

U.K. 

 

Hillingdon embraces a mixture of Greater  

London suburbs, ancient and modern,  

Large and small, each with its own  

distinctive identity, and includes, in the  

South of the Borough, Heathrow Airport.   
 

When it was formed the London Borough of  

Hillingdon incorporated the following nine  

Ancient parishes of  Middlesex:  

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton.  
 

Other localities included in the borough 

are: Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, 

Northwood, Ruislip Manor, Sipson, South 

Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 
 

Most of the parish registers for the original Anglican parishes and some 

more recently created are deposited at the London Metropolitan Archives 

and are available for viewing online on Ancestry. Many of the monumental 

inscriptions in the churchyards have been transcribed and may be searched 

on FindMyPast under the ‘Middlesex Monumental Inscriptions’ dataset. 


