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THE  FRONT  COVER  ILLUSTRATION
You will notice that the front cover 
of the Bedfordshire Family History 
journal is different this month. It has 
reverted back to the pre-2000 style of 
cover. We now use illustrations taken 
from “Our Heritage : A Bedfordshire 

Sketch Book” drawings by G Alan 
Fortescue  FRIBA, notes by 
“Touchstone”. Published 1943. This 
cover existed from the conception of 
the journal until 2000 when it 
changed to the current illustration. 

EDITORIAL 
I’ve been Journal Co-ordinator since 
Volume 19, Number 2, June 2013, 
and with this being our Fortieth 
Anniversary edition I wondered 
“who has been the longest serving 
Journal Editor/Co-ordinator ?”
Looking back at the Journals on CD, 
and the subsequent printed editions, I 
came up with the following “Top 4”: 
1. Janet Thornton/Randall/

Lawrence: a total of 28 
2. George Ruscoe: 23 jointly with 

Brian Payne and 2 on his own; a 
total of 25 

3. Brian Payne: 23 jointly with 
George Ruscoe 

4. Geoff Young: 19 
There are 10 others with 14 or fewer 
publications. For my own part, I feel 
very humble to appear vaguely near 
the top, although I’ll need to carry on 
for another two and half years to 
surpass Janet ! 
The very first Journal Editor was 
Roger W Ward, ably assisted by 
Colin R Chapman. Since then there 
have been 164 issues of the Journal. 
The various Editors and Co-
ordinators in chronological order, 

with the number of issues they 
produced, are as follows: 
1. Roger W Ward (13) 
2. Tony Wiltshire (5) 
3. Norman Holding (12) 
4. Robert Thompson (12) 
5. Tony Weston (12) 
6. Marie Steemson (8) 
7. Jennie Furminger (7) 
8. Mick Darlow (1) 
9. Janet Randall (8) 
10. Brian Payne and George Ruscoe 

(23) 
11. Maureen Hall (14) 
12. George Ruscoe (2) 
13. Janet Thornton (13) 
14. Janet Lawrence (7) 
15. Jackie Phillips (8) 
16. Geoff Young (19) 
Thanks, as always, to everyone who 
contributed to this edition of the 
Journal. Wishing all at Bedfordshire 
Family History Society the very best 
for the next forty years ! 
journal@bfhs.org.uk                     �

Geoff Young 
Journal Co-ordinator

Bedfordshire has its own mailing list for genealogy in and around the 
area.  To subscribe send an email to: 

BEDFORD-L-request@rootsweb.com 
with ‘subscribe’ in the BODY of the email 
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1 DEC THE EVIL SHERIFF OF BEDFORD AMANDA GOODY 

12 JAN LETTERS FROM THE FRONT MARGARET BUTT 
2 FEB THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE 

MOVEMENT IN BEDFORD/
BEDFORDSHIRE 

BOB RICKETTS 

2 MAR HOW FAR DID YOUR ANCESTORS 
TRAVEL BEFORE THE ADVENT OF 
THE RAILWAYS 

CELIA HERITAGE 

20 APR ON AND OFF THE FOOT PLATE BILL DAVIES 

4 MAY THE GREAT WAR THROUGH THE 
MAGIC LANTERN 

KEVIN VARTY 

The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 
December 2017 Journal is 15 October 2017 

If possible, please supply by email (to journal@bfhs.org.uk) 

Bedfordshire Family History Society now has a presence on Facebook 
for news and discussions visit 

www.facebook.com/BedfordshireFamilyHistorySociety

PROGRAMME 

MEETING  VENUE
MARK RUTHERFORD SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 

WENTWORTH DRIVE, BEDFORD MK41 8PX (by Mowsbury Park) 

Doors open at 19:00, talk commences at 19:30 
Bookstall and library also available 

FUTURE  MEETING  DATES  2018/19 
2018: 1 JUN (AGM), 6 JUL, 7 SEP, 12 OCT, 2 NOV, 7 DEC 

2019: 11 JAN, 1 FEB, 1 MAR 
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‘HOLY  MOSES’ 
ROBERT  OFFLEY  (C.1831  –  1910) 

Robert Offley, better known as ‘Holy 
Moses’, was born in St. Ives circa 
1831. 
He wore a long beard and carried a 
leather bag round his neck, in which 
to put his coppers from preaching 
sermons, if passing Roxton on a 
Sunday evening he would stop at the 
chapel for evening service. He was 
always dressed in rags and tatters, 
but in no way ignorant, and he was 
polite in his speech. 
He had a smooth approach; who 
could resist this: ‘Too proud to beg, 
to honest to steal. But it’s many a day 
since I had a good meal’. 
Much of his material was topical in a 
time of unemployment: 

“What will become of England 
If things go on this way? 

Thousands of honest working men 
Are starving day by day. 

They cannot get  
For bread their children cry… 

Then cheer up, my lads, 
the rich may scheme and plan, 

But England’s greatest ornament 
is the poor hardworking man”

The first report I had found was in 
the Bedfordshire Times 23 October 
1953, Titled ‘More Memories of Holy 
Moses’. Many people had written in 
with their stories about him and this 
was the last report. There is a picture 
of him (above) taken by Mr O.J. Day 
of College Farm, Roxton the morning 
after a night which (with permission) 
he had spent in one of his barns. In 

this article it 
states children 
were fond of 
him. People 
from the 
villages of 
Bedfordshire: 
Bedford, 
Clapham, 
Wrestlingworth, 
Roxton, Sandy 
and Gt. Barford 
to name just a 
few, had many 
tales to tell of 
him. 
One person thought he had a rich 
wife in London but she couldn’t live 
with his roaming, but as is often the 
case, there were several different 
versions of his reasons for leaving his 
wife. 
From an article in September 1953;
“He could recite – not only poetry, 
but chapters from Holy Scripture, 
especially the Psalms. Wherever he 
could get a hearing – whether at the 
street corner or in a pub – he would 
start to preach a wonderful sermon 
and then hand his cap round and get 
a few coppers.” 
Excerpt from the first report on 4
September 1953: “People were 
more individual sixty years ago. They 
advertised themselves by small 
eccentricities: education is bringing 
us more closely to a standard 
Pattern.  Nevertheless ‘here’s now’t 
so queer as folk’ even today. Among 
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the Saturday evening callers at our 
old pharmacy siding on Castle Lane, 
was a drover-tramp known to 
everybody as “Holy Moses” whose 
mental make-up appeared to be a 
fifty-fifty mixture of sagacity and 
craftiness. Tramps of the old 
campaigner class usually established 
a regular ‘beat’ over a carefully 
chosen area and traversed it 
methodically – some trips might take 
a month to cover, others a year. Thus 
we came to know pretty well quite a 
number of itinerant cadgers and to 
dislike most of them, yet not all. 
‘Holy Moses’ was one of the 
exceptions, tolerable by reason of 
natural gifts and cultivated versatile 
character. When cattle droving 
presented thin patches this man of 
many parts used his versatility to 
earn money in other ways. For this 
he would visit shops, public houses, 
or street corners to recite bits of 
prose and poetry stored in his 
retentive memory. His repertoire, be 
it said, included both literary and 
unprintable material, extensive 
enough to support his boast that he 
could satisfy the wishes of any class 
of audience, be it moral or not so 
moral.” 
If we venture back further to records 
found from within his lifetime; 
July 1854 – He married Caroline 
EDEN (born 1834) in St. Ives. 
Caroline died in 1860. 
21 December 1870 – He married 
Eliza SMITH (born 1836, Clapham, 
Bedfordshire) in Hitchin and she died 
in St. Ives in 1874. Eliza had two 
children in Bedford Union 

Workhouse, from before her 
marriage to Robert. Her daughter 
Sarah was born 1856, they were 
living with Eliza’s parents in 
Clapham in the 1861 census, her son 
Harry was born 1867. 
In the 1871 Census in Bedford St. 
Pauls, Robert Offley and Ann Offley 
(wife’s first name was probably 
incorrect as records show he married 
Eliza on 21 December 1870 in 
Hitchin) also a child Offley, one 
month old. No further information 
available on this child. 
September 1871 he is in Court in St. 
Ives with allowing two children to be 
chargeable to the common funds of 
the St Ives Union. The defendant, 
who is a very eccentric man, and a 
native of St. Ives, left the town in 
1865, leaving the two children in the 
union. These two girls Elizabeth born 
1855 and Anna born 1859 were by 
his first wife Caroline who died in 
1860. 
March 1873, in the Cambridge paper 
we have a very sad story: Robert 
Offley and his second wife Eliza, are 
in court in St. Ives for the ‘Death by 
starvation’ of their daughter 
Charlotte Offley aged ten weeks. 
Various testaments, then the jury 
having consulted together, and the 
Coroner having repeated that he did 
not consider the evidence was 
sufficient to bring a verdict of wilful 
murder, the following verdict was 
returned: – “That the child’s death 
was caused by starvation and 
improper treatment: but whether 
criminal or not, they were not able to 
say.” 
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1881 Census Robert is a lodger, at 
Crown and Mitre Lodging House, 
Wellington Street, St Ives, 
occupation – traveller on the roads. 
1891 census Robert is lodger, at 
Princess Victoria Licensed Lodging 
House, St Johns Street, 
Peterborough, occupation – drover. 
May 1894 He is again in court for 
driving sheep with foot-rot, he 
pleaded not guilty, saying he took 
care of them as best he could. The 
case against him was dismissed, but 
not the owner of the sheep. 
December 1900 He is again in a 
report, this time from the guardians 
of the Workhouse in Kimbolton 
Road, Bedford. Holy Moses and 
another man, were said to be 
continually in and out of the house, 
and that they would be made to give 
168 hours (7 days) notice before they 
could take their discharge. 
1907 – Bedford Borough Police 
Court, he was charged with peddling 

in High Street without a certificate on 
the 13th inst. he was bound over in 
the sum of £5 to come up for 
judgement if called upon within six 
months. 
Robert died in St. Ives, May 1910 
aged 79 years. 
Inside his bible that he carried, was 
the following rhyme: 

“Holy Moses” is my name, 
England is my nation 

St Ives is my dwelling place, 
And Christ is my Salvation. 

When I am dead and in my grave, 
And all my bones are rotten. 

Take up this Book and in it look. 
You’ll see I’m not forgotten”. 

A note from the author: 
Whilst researching local history I 
came across a newspaper report 
which intrigued me, and so began the 
search for ‘Holy Moses’, a drover of 
some one hundred and seventeen 
years ago.         �

Maria Screen 
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OBITUARY  TO  JOHN  PAGE  1937  –  2017 

John was born in Luton eighty years 
ago. He spent a very happy 
childhood, playing in the street with 
his younger brothers David and 
Frank. They were all keen Scouts and 
cyclists and also went fishing in the 
canal at Linslade with their dad 
Arthur. John attended St Andrews 
Church where he was christened and 
confirmed. 
He was a keen Luton Town fan and 
he continued as a remote supporter 
until the end of his life. He attended 
Denby Road School and Luton 
Grammar School, where he enjoyed 
cross country running and was very 
successful academically.  He left 
school to start work at George Kent's 
as a student apprentice, attending 
Imperial College, London for two 
years before finishing his education 
at night school to earn his HNC in 
Electrical Engineering. He came 
second in the Commander Kent 
Award, only missing out on winning 
the Challenge Cup because he was 
regularly late for work. This comes 
as a surprise to his family as he 
always moaned if people were not on 
time, even with good reason. He 
continued to work for George Kent 
both at Luton and Hitchin until the 
firm was taken over, by that time he 
was a project manager, mainly 
working with computer shut down 
systems when computers were the 
size of whole rooms, not a chip on a 
watch or phone. John married Olga 
in 1961. They had two children Sue 
and Mike. He moved to work for 
Rotork Engineering and was able to 

retire at 60, so he enjoyed 20 full 
years as a retiree. 
He spent family holidays camping 
and walking in Snowdonia, Scotland, 
the Lake District and the Yorkshire 
Dales. After his children left home he 
and Olga travelled extensively to 
Greece, Hungary, Thailand, Sri 
Lanka, the Seychelles and to 
America, especially the latter after 
Mike and family moved to 
Connecticut. Eventually they even 
went to New Zealand to visit his best 
friends Roley and Jo who had gone 
to live there to be near their family. 
John joined the Bedfordshire Family 
History Society, and spent many 
hours researching the family tree. 
John and Olga were on the Beds FHS 
committee for a long time. He was an 
Honorary Member and was 
instrumental in transcribing the 
Parish Registers onto CD’s for the 
Society and latterly was seen at most 
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members’ meetings manning our 
‘welcome table’ with Olga. He will 
be greatly missed by the society 
especially for his computer expertise, 
and we offer our sincere condolences 

to Olga and family in their sad loss. 
�

Geoff Sewell – Chairman 
Lynn Manning – Secretary 

Peter Sharp – Treasurer 

AMPTHILL’S  GREAT  HOUSES 

During the 17th and 18th centuries 
Ampthill had the unusual distinction 
of having what were tantamount to 
two stately homes within a stone’s 
throw of each other. The reasons 
behind this can be traced back to 
Henry VIII and some of his 
successors and their connections with 
the town. Needless to say, having 
such eminent people living so 
closely, at times lead to frictions 
especially when it came to matters 
relating to the church. 
Although Ampthill has many fine 
houses the greatest are without doubt 
Park House and Houghton House. 
These days Park House is now four 
private dwellings and Houghton 
House is a ruin. In this article I shall 
deal with Park House first for no 
other reason than there has been a 
building on that site the longest. 
Ampthill Park House 
The origins of Park House can be 
traced back to the mid-15th century. 
When Sir John Cornwall built 
Ampthill Castle around 1430, he also 
built what was to become known as 
the Great Lodge on the site where 
Park House now stands. Great lodge 
was much smaller than what stands 
there today and was used to house 
servants and other visitors that could 

not be accommodated in the castle.  
Henry VIII liked to come to Ampthill 
at the end of the summer when the 
atmosphere in London became 
unpleasant. He liked the hunting for 
deer in the park and would stay for a 
number of weeks in the castle. His 
entourage and Queen Katherine 
would stay in the castle and those 
that did not fit in the castle would 
stay in Great Lodge and any that 
didn’t fit in there would lodge in the 
town. 
Following the death of Henry VIII no 
other monarch took any interest in 
the park and castle until James I 
came to the throne. By this time 
some 50 years later the castle had 
become derelict and was 
uninhabitable but Great Lodge was 
still habitable. James I also liked the 
hunting in the park and set about 
having improvements made. In 1606 
he had John Thorpe draw up plans to 
expand the Lodge. Much work was 
carried out including the building of 
a large cellar which is thought to be 
much of the cellar that exists today. 
James I was pleased with the 
accommodation but not so pleased 
with the hunting. In 1613 Lord 
Fenton who was the Steward of the 
Royal Estates was replaced by Lord 
Edward Bruce a descendant of 
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Robert the Bruce. 
Lord Edward Bruce was then given 
ownership of Ampthill Park 
including Great Lodge and allowed 
his niece Margaret to lease the lodge 
with her husband Francis Nicolls. 
They had 4 children the youngest 
Richard being born at the lodge in 
1625. 
Richard Nicolls became a great 
friend of the Duke of York who later 
became King James II. Richard 
trained as a soldier and became a 
Colonel. In 1664 he was sent to what 
was then Neiw Amsterdam in North 
America to drive out the Dutch. This 
he did and renamed the territory New 
York after his friend the Duke of 
York. Richard Nicolls is buried in St 
Andrew’s Church Ampthill. 
These were interesting times, and it 
is not clear when the park reverted 
back to the crown. However, on the 
restoration of Charles II to the 
throne, he gave John Ashburnham 
the park as payment of debts and 
honours and land in 1661. John 
Ashburnham who died in 1671 
already had significant estates in 
Sussex so did not spend much time in 
Ampthill. The house was rented out 
to Lady Diana Grey who was the 
wife of the 2nd Earl of Elgin and 1st 
Earl of Ailesbury. When he died in 
1685 the titles went to their son. 
Lady Diana who at that time was 
living in Houghton House wanted her 
own accommodation so rented the 
Great Lodge and employed an 
associate of Sir Christopher Wren, 
Robert Grumbold to carry out 
extensive changes to the house 

between 1687 and 1689 when she 
died. 
The park and Great Lodge were then 
occupied by the son of John 
Ashburnham also called John. He 
was made Baron Ashburnham in 
1689. He continued with the 
alterations employing many 
architects whom he regularly fell out 
with. In 1710 both Baron 
Ashburnham and his eldest son 
William died within months of each 
other of smallpox and the estate was 
passed to his second son who later 
became Earl Ashburnham. He kept 
the Ampthill estates until 1724 when 
they were sold to Lord Fitzwilliam. 
Between 1724 and 1737 nothing 
more was done to the house by Lord 
Fitzwilliam. In 1737 the house and 
estates were sold to Lady Gowran 
(the Duke of Bedford’s sister-in-
law). Her son Lord Gowran was 
appointed the Earl of Upper Ossary 
in 1751, an Irish title (their surname 
was Fitzpatrick). On his death in 
1758 his son became the 2nd Earl at 
the age of 13, and so began a 60 year 
affectionate connection with 
Ampthill and its people. To begin 
with the 2nd Earl’s uncle and 
guardian the Duke of Bedford took 
him under his wing. In 1761 he went 
to Cambridge for 2 years. After 
Cambridge he went on a Grand Tour. 
He visited many European capitals 
and brought back to Ampthill many 
antiquities including a marble pillar 
from Rome now in the church. He 
married Anne Liddell the divorced 
wife of the Earl of Grafton (the 
Prime Minister) in 1769. Because of 
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this relationship they were banished 
from London Society and retired to 
Ampthill. Their eldest daughter being 
born the previous year! 
From about 1770 the Earl began 
major changes to the house and the 
park to what we see today. He 
employed Sir William Chambers to 
carry out the changes to the house 
and Capability Brown to remodel the 
park much of which is still in place. 
The Earl also remodelled the centre 
of Ampthill; the pump on the market 
place bearing the date 1785, and built 
a number of workers’ cottages along 
Woburn Street which still bear the 
Ossary plaques dated 1816. 
On the Earls death in 1818 the estate 
passed to his nephew Lord Holland. 
Lord and Lady Holland had other 
properties in London (hence Holland 
Park), so spent their time between the 
two residences. Lord and Lady 
Holland’s greatest gift to the town is 
The Alameda, a double tree lined 
avenue of Spanish Limes which was 
planted between 1820 and 1827. The 
idea for this gift to the town came 
from their visits to Spain and seeing 
the Alamedas (Spanish for path lined 
with trees). 
Lord Holland died in 1840 and the 
house and park were sold to the 7th

Duke of Bedford. Just prior to this 
the house was rented to Lord and 
Lady Wensleydale. Lord 
Wensleydale had acted as junior 
counsel to King George IV during his 
divorce from Caroline of Brunswick 
and was later an eminent judge who 
is said to be the first commuter from 
Ampthill. He would travel by train 

from what is now Millbrook station 
but was then Ampthill station to 
London. The Wensleydales lived in 
the house until 1884 when Lady 
Wensleydale died. Lord Wensleydale 
died in 1868. 
The house was then occupied by 
Lady Ampthill and her two 
daughters; The Honourables 
Constance and Romola Russell. Lady 
Ampthill was a cousin of the Duke of 
Bedford. Said to be a formidable 
woman she was Lady to the 
Bedchamber for Queen Victoria. 
During the First World War the 
house became a convalescent home 
for wounded soldiers. Lady Ampthill 
died in 1927 at the age of 84. Her 
daughters continued to live in the 
house until the Second World War 
when it was requisitioned by the 
army. Local residents tell of the walls 
of the house being covered with 
maps possibly for the D-Day 
landings. Bearing in mind the 
proximity of the house to Bletchley 
Park and Woburn Abbey (also 
requisitioned by the army), there may 
be some truth in this. 
After the war the house was sold by 
the army for £50 to Leonard Cheshire 
VC for the disabled persons 
foundation. The house was not ideal 
for anybody disabled or in a 
wheelchair and was sold in the 
1970s. The house then stood empty 
for a number of years before being 
converted into 4 private dwellings. 
Houghton House. 
The building of Houghton House was 
started in 1615 and completed in 
1621. Built for Mary Countess of 
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Pembroke, the house consisted of 
about 40 rooms over 3 stories, and is 
thought to have been designed by 
John Thorpe with inputs from Inigo 
Jones. Mary, a prominent member of 
Elizabeth I court, was the sister of Sir 
Phillip Sydney who was in the 
entourage of James I. The story goes 
that Mary tried to persuade James I 
to allow her to restore Ampthill 
Castle (by this time it had started to 
fall down as Elizabeth I had no 
interest in it), but James had given 
that estate to Lord Edward Bruce for 
helping him come to the English 
throne. So instead he gave her what 
was then known as Dame Ellensbury 
Park which had formally been held 
by Sir Edmund Conquest (hence 
Houghton Conquest). The Conquests 
were staunch Catholics and had had 
their estates taken by the protestant 
crown. 
Lady Pembroke died of smallpox on 
the 25 September 1621, two months 
after a visit from James I. Her son the 
Earl of Pembroke surrendered the 
house to the crown who then sold the 
house and land to Lord Thomas 
Bruce by then 1st Earl of Elgin the 
son of Lord Edward Bruce. So the 
Bruce’s then owned both houses. (In 
1661 Charles II gave the Park House 
estate to Lord Ashburnham to pay off 
debts and help him to the throne). 
Lord Thomas Bruce then lived in 
Houghton House from 1623 to his 
death in 1663. Charles I visited the 
house in 1627. These were turbulent 
times with the civil war starting in 
1642. Not surprisingly, he was a 
royalist but Bedfordshire was 

parliamentarian. He was going to 
Oxford to support Charles I but his 
wife pleaded with him to stay and 
protect her which he did so never 
fought in the civil war. 
Robert Bruce, 2nd Earl of Elgin 
succeeded to his father's titles in 
1663. The following year (18 March 
1664) he was created 1st Earl of 
Ailesbury, Viscount Bruce of 
Ampthill and Baron Bruce of Skelton 
for services regarding the 
Restoration. He died in 1685, aged 
58 at Houghton House. He was 
buried on 26 October of that year, at 
the Ailesbury Mausoleum next to 
Maulden Church. 
His son the 2nd Earl of Ailesbury 
(1656 – 1741) was a great favourite 
of Charles II having helped him be 
restored to the throne. On the death 
of Charles II he joined the court of 
James II, for the short time James II 
was king. When William and Mary 
took the throne, as a close ally of 
James II he was put in the Tower of 
London in 1692 for 327 days. His 
sons had to pay a ransom of £10,000 
to have him released. It is said that 
there was a large reception waiting 
for him on his return to Ampthill and 
along the route from London. On 
hearing about this the King was 
furious so the Earl had to follow 
James II into exile and died in 1741 
in Brussels. 
His son Charles took over the estate. 
Unfortunately, by this time the estate 
was in serious financial difficulty. In 
1703 there were debts of £70,000. To 
make matters worse, his youngest 
son had racked up debts of a further 
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£12,000 from gambling. So in 1738 
the estate was sold to the Duke of 
Bedford. 
From 1738 to 1764 the house was 
rented out. Following restoration 
work by Sir William Chambers the 
house was occupied by the Marquis 
of Tavistock and his wife. 
Unfortunately in 1767 the Marquis 
was killed in a hunting accident and 
his wife died a year later, some say 
of a broken heart, en route to 
Portugal. 
In 1770 the house became the 
temporary residence of the 2nd Earl of 
Upper Ossary while Park House was 
being renovated. However, the house 
obviously had bad memories for its 
owner the Duke of Bedford and in 
1794 he ordered that the roof be 
taken off and the house dismantled. 
At this time the Swan Hotel in 
Bedford was being built following 

the demolition of the Swan Inn by 
the Duke. The staircase from 
Houghton House became the 
staircase in the Swan Hotel. Over the 
years the house fell into a ruin. 
In 1923 the then owner of the house 
contacted Professor Sir Albert 
Richardson RA (who was a 
prominent architect and lived in 
Ampthill) stating that he was 
considering selling off various parts 
of the ruins. Sir Albert immediately 
set about trying to raise the money to 
buy the ruins from the owner. It then 
took another 12 years of badgering 
and cajoling by Sir Albert to 
convince the various government 
departments and others that the ruins 
should be saved and bought for the 
nation. In the end the ruins were 
bought by the then Office of Works 
(now English Heritage) and saved for 
the nation and people of Ampthill. ��

John Hele

UPDATES  TO  THE  2017  PUBLICATION  LIST 
Since the latest Publication List was 
printed ... 

The following Parish Records CDs 
have now been updated to version 2: 
CAMPTON with SHEFFORD 
CLIFTON 
COCKAYNE HATLEY 
DUNSTABLE 
EATON BRAY 
ELSTOW 
EVERTON 
EYEWORTH 
GOLDINGTON 
HIGHAM GOBION 
HOUGHTON REGIS 

LITTLE STAUGHTON 
STEPPINGLEY 
STREATLEY 

The last copies of the following 
microfiche have now been sold: 
DUNSTABLE 
HAYNES 
HOUGHTON REGIS 
LEIGHTON BUZZARD 

You may like to amend your copy of 
the Publication List to show these 
changes.         �

Noel Evans 
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THE  LOVELL  BROTHERS 

The article below is the result of 
some research that I carried out for a 
lady who wrote to the Society 
requesting some information. It is 
made more interesting with the extra 
details that Christine was able to add 
at a later date. Below is the original 
email. I have included it because I 
think it is interesting for members to 
see the sort of queries that I receive. 
I wonder if you can help with a 
query about a name on the 
Thurleigh Great War Memorial. 

I’m researching personnel who 
died in Saltash for the local Town 
Council and one of those on the 
War Graves Commission website is 
Reginald LOVELL. Reginald (age 
19) was buried in St Stephen’s 
Churchyard (Saltash) on 
30.11.1914. The WGC record says 
he served in the East Surrey 
Regiment, and an entry in De 
Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour says he 
was the son of Thomas LOVELL of 
Bedford. 

Another soldier from the same 
regiment, James MUCKLER, also 
was buried in St Stephens (on 
7.1.1915) and his record states he 
was in ‘Hospital, Saltash’. This 
may have been ‘Wearde Camp’ 
which was a convalescent home 
for shell-shocked soldiers. I 
wonder if Reginald also was in 
Wearde Camp. 

I have found Reginald on the 
1911 census in Thurleigh and so 
checked the War Memorial names 
for this parish. I can see E W 
LOVELL (Beds regiment) and R P 

LOVELL (no regiment). Looking 
on FreeBMD, I can find Percy 
Reginald LOVELL born Q4 1895 in 
Bedford and wonder if his 
Christian names were transposed 
over time. There is an Ernest 
LOVELL on the 1911 census with 
Reginald and I wonder if this is 
‘E W LOVELL’. FreeBMD has an 
Ernest William LOVELL born Q3 
1897 in Bedford. 

I wonder if you might be able to 
shed any light on these identities, 
particularly if R P LOVELL on the 
Thurleigh War Memorial might 
be Reginald who was buried in 
Saltash. 

The Lovell Brothers 
Probably the most poignant aspect of 
the Thurleigh War Memorial is the 
fact that three brothers went to war 
and each lost their lives in service. 
They served with different regiments 
in different parts of the campaign, 
but none of them survived. All three 
were the sons of Thomas Lovell, a 
shepherd, and Caroline, both 
originally from Bolnhurst but living 
in Cross End at the time of the 1901 
Census. Thomas and Caroline had 
been married in 1891 and, in 
common with many the couples, had 
a very large family. The 1911 Census 
records that they had 11 children, 10 
of whom were still alive: Lillian, 
Arthur, Reginald, Ernest, Florence, 
Leslie, Daisy, Roland, Victor and 
William. Their residence was 2 
Manor Cottage, Thurleigh. 
Private Arthur Edwin Lovell 



Beds FHS Journal 14 December 2017 

Reg. No. 13263 (9th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters – 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
Regiment) 
Killed in Action: 21 August 1915, 
Gallipoli 
Commemorated: Helles Memorial, 
Turkey. Panel 150 to 152. 
Arthur was the village soldier who 
was killed in action the furthest from 
home. It is worth pointing out at this 
stage that there is a discrepancy 
between the Thurleigh Roll of 
Honour and other records. The Roll 
of Honour suggests that he was killed 
on 21 August 1918, but this is 
probably a typographical error 
because the records show he was 
killed 21 August 1915. 
Arthur was the oldest son of Thomas 
and Caroline, born in 1893. He 
enlisted with the Sherwood Foresters 
in Derby and the 9th Battalion sailed 
from Liverpool in early July 1915, 
landing at Sulva Bay, Gallipoli, on 7 
August 1915. It is almost certain that 
Arthur took part in the Battle of 
Scimitar Hill, which was the last 
offensive mounted by the British at 
Sulva during the Battle of Gallipoli. 
The attack, which was launched on 
21 August, was the largest single day 
attack launched by the Allies at 
Gallipoli. The British force was 
eventually withdrawn from the 
peninsula in December 1915. 
Arthur is commemorated on the 
Helles Memorial, which serves the 
dual function of Commonwealth 
battle memorial for the whole 
Gallipoli campaign and place of 

commemoration for many of those 
Commonwealth servicemen who 
died there and have no known grave. 
The United Kingdom and Indian 
forces named on the memorial died 
in operations throughout the 
peninsula, the Australians at Helles. 
There are also panels for those who 
died or were buried at sea in 
Gallipoli waters. The memorial bears 
more than 21,000 names. 
Private Ernest William Lovell 
Reg. No. 40549 (2nd Battalion 
Bedfordshire Regiment) 
Killed in Action: Friday 22 March 
1918 
Buried: Savy British Cemetery, 
Aisne, France. Grave I. O. II. 
The youngest of the Lovell sons to be 
killed was Ernest, born in 1897. As 
with his brothers, the only records we 
have about him are those contained 
in the 1901 and 1911 census data, 
which record him as being a Farm 
Labourer at the time that he enlisted 
with the Bedfordshire Regiment. 
He was killed in action on 22 March 
1918. The history of the 2nd 
Battalion contains the following 
listing for the day he was killed: 
22 Mar 1918 - Verlaines Early in the 
morning a few Germans worked into 
“C” Coys position, from a Sunken 
Road just in front of our wire. “A” 
and “C” Coys were heavily shelled 
all day and at about 2 p.m. the enemy 
attacked in large numbers. “C” Coys 
position was taken and some of our 
men taken prisoner. The remnants of 
“A” and “B” Coy hung on till 
surrounded by large numbers of 
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enemy. They fought very well and 
only a few got back. By 4 p.m. the 
enemy could be seen advancing on 
either side of STEVENS 
REDOUBT. At 5 p.m. Orders were 
received to withdraw. The 
withdrawal was carried out at once, 
but there were a number of casualties 
as the withdrawal had to be made 
across open country and the enemy 
machine gun and shrapnel fire was 
very heavy. The Battalion withdrew 
to VERLAINES via GERMAINE – 
FORESTE – VILLERS ST 
CHRISTOPHE and HAM. Billetted 
in VERLAINES for the night. 
His remains were eventually interred 
in the Savy British Cemetery. The 
Cemetery was made in 1919, and the 
graves from the battlefields and from 
the following small cemeteries in the 
neighbourhood were concentrated 

Private Lovell’s Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission gravestone in St Stephen’s 

churchyard, Saltash, Cornwall 

Private Lovell’s shared grave with fellow East Surrey Regiment soldier, James 
Muckler (Private Lovell’s gravestone to the left) 
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Ampthill Park House from the north 

Houghton House 

REMINDER 
The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 

March 2018 Journal is 
15 January 2018 
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into it: 
DALLON GERMAN CEMETERY, 
North-West of the village of Dallon, 
contained the graves of 21 British 
soldiers who fell in March 1918. 
ST. QUENTIN-ROUPY ROAD 
GERMAN CEMETERY, at L’Epine-
de-Dallon, which contained the 
graves of 232 British soldiers who 
fell in March 1918. 
There are now over 850, 1914-18 
war casualties commemorated in this 
site. Of these, more than half are 
unidentified. Given the date of 
Ernest’s death, it is possible that his 
remains were originally buried at one 
of these two sites. 
Private Reginald Percy Lovell 
Reg. No. G.2821 (East Surrey 
Regiment) 
Died: 30 Nov 1914, Saltash 
Buried: St. Stephen–by–Saltash 
Churchyard, Grave reference 1430. 
Reginald was the second son of 
Thomas and Caroline, born in 1895. 
He is one of the more interesting 
people who is named on the War 
Memorial. The Roll of Honour for 
Thurleigh contains no details of his 
service, other than he was a Private 
in the East Surrey Regiment. Some 
sources suggest that he was 'killed in 
action' in Cornwall in Q4, 1914, and 
there is certainly a death recorded in 
the national register of deaths for St 
Germans for that time. There is a 
reference to Reginald in De 
Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour 1914-
1924, which contains the following 
entry:  

LOVELL, REGINALD, Private No. 
G.2821, East Surrey Regt. s. Thomas 
Lovell of Bedford; died (?) 30 Nov 
1914. 
It seems possible that Reginald 
served with the British Expeditionary 
Force in the very early days of the 
war and might have been wounded, 
brought back to England and died or 
was brought back to be buried. 
He is buried in the graveyard of St. 
Stephen–by–Saltash in Cornwall, 
with 40 other servicemen. 
The reason for the sketchy details of 
Reginald’s death later came to light. 
For this we must thank Saltash 
Heritage, www.essanian.org.uk, who 
provided the following details from 
the Dingle and Co. South East 
Cornwall Almanack 1915, and kindly 
allowed me to use a scanned copy: 
November 30. Reginald Lovell, aged 
19, private, 4th East Surrey 
Regiment, who hailed from Thurley, 
Bedfordshire, died suddenly at the 
Star Hall, Saltash, where he was 
billeted with forty-seven other 
soldiers. At the inquest it was stated 
that Private Lovell, the day before he 
died, had tinned salmon for 
breakfast, and in the afternoon went 
to bed complaining of feeling unwell. 
Dr. E. Wool Lewis attributed death to 
ptomaine poisoning caused by eating 
tinned salmon, and the jury returned 
the verdict in accordance with the 
medical evidence. 
December 3. Private Lovell, 4th East 
Surrey Regiment, was buried in St. 
Stephen’s churchyard with full 
military honours. The cortege was 
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composed of several hundred men of 
the East Surrey and the King’s Own 
Lancaster Regiment, and the bearers 
included three pals of the deceased, 
who enlisted in the East Surreys with 

him from his home village of Thurley. 
The service was conducted by the 
Rev. W. A. Diggens.       ��

Mary Wooldridge 

BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNALS ON CD 
Back copies of Journal Volumes 1 – 19 including indexes, 

in .pdf format. 
The cd contains Volumes 1 – 19 of the journal and a link to the online 

Surname Index available on our website. Each journal volume covers a 
period of two years and contains an individual index to surnames and 

subjects. 
Only £10 including postage and is available from: 

Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 
or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk



Beds FHS Journal 20 December 2017 

Ampthill † * £15 2 
Arlesey £20 2 
Aspley Guise † £15 3 
Astwick † £10 2 
Barton £15 3 
Battlesden £10 2 
Bedford St Cuthbert †* £15 2 
Bedford St John * £15 2 
Bedford St Mary † * £15 2 
Bedford St Paul † * £25 2 
Bedford St Peter * £10 2 
Biddenham † £10 2 
Biggleswade † * £15 2 
Billington † £10 2 
Bletsoe £10 2 
Blunham † * £15 1 
Bolnhurst £10 2 
Bromham † £10 1 
Caddington † £15 1 
Campton & Shefford † * £20 2 
Cardington † * £15 2 
Carlton † * £10 2 
Chalgrave £15 1 
Chellington  £15 2 

Clapham † £10 2 
Clifton £20 2 
Clophill † £15 2 
Cockayne Hatley £10 2 
Colmworth † £10 1 
Cople † £10 1 
Cranfield † * £15 2 
Dean † * £15 1 
Dunstable † * £15 2 
Dunton † £15 2 
Eaton Bray £20 2 
Eaton Socon † * £25 2 
Edworth † £10 1 
Elstow † £15 2 
Eversholt † £15 1 
Everton £10 2 
Eyeworth £10 2 
Farndish † £10 1 
Felmersham † * £10 2 
Flitton * £15 2 
Flitwick £10 1 
Goldington £10 2 
Great Barford † £15 1 
Harlington † £10 2 

BEDFORDSHIRE PARISH RECORDS ON CD 

See also details of the Surnames Index CD to all parishes 

CDs for all 128 ancient Bedfordshire parishes are now available from:  
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk – details of CD contents:  www.bfhs.org.uk

Each CD contains, for one parish: 
All Parish Register transcripts up to 1812 (images) 

Searchable Indexes to the Parish Registers for:  
Baptisms at least 1813-1851 (some parishes all up to 1851);  

all Marriages up to 1837; and all Burials to 1851 
The relevant 1851 Census Index for Bedfordshire (images) 

CDs marked † also contain Monumental Inscriptions (MIs)  
from a graveyard in the parish (church, chapel or cemetery). 

Those marked * contain records from the registers or graveyards of 
Non-Conformist chapels in the parish;  

photographs and other records are included as available. 
‡ Holwell: MIs and Burials only, not Registers (now in Herts) 

Parish                         Price  Issue 
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Harrold * £10 2 
Haynes † £20 1 
Henlow † £10 1 
Higham Gobion £10 2 
Hockliffe † * £10 2 
Holwell † ‡   £5 1 
Houghton Conquest † * £15 1 
Houghton Regis * £15 2 
Hulcote † £10 1 
Husborne Crawley † £20 2 
Kempston £15 3 
Kensworth † £15 1 
Keysoe † * £15 2 
Knotting £10 1 
Langford £15 1 
Leighton Buzzard † * £20 2 
Lidlington † £10 1 
Little Barford † £10 1 
Little Staughton † * £10 2 
Lower Gravenhurst £10 1 
Luton † * £30 1 
Marston Moretaine † £15 2 
Maulden † * £15 1 
Melchbourne † £10 1 
Meppershall † £10 1 
Millbrook £15 1 
Milton Bryan † £10 1 
Milton Ernest † £10 2 
Northill † £15 2 
Oakley † £10 1 
Odell † £10 2 
Old Warden † £15 2 
Pavenham £10 1 
Pertenhall £15 1 
Podington £15 1 
Potsgrove † £10 1 
Potton † * £20 1 
Pulloxhill £10 1 
Ravensden † £10 1 
Renhold £10 1 

Ridgmont † * £15 1 
Riseley £10 1 
Roxton † * £10 1 
Salford † £10 1 
Sandy † * £15 1 
Sharnbrook £10 1 
Shelton † £10 1 
Shillington † £15 2 
Souldrop † £10 1 
Southill † * £20 1 
Stagsden † £15 1 
Stanbridge * £10 1 
Steppingley † £10 2 
Stevington † * £10 2 
Stotfold † * £10 1 
Streatley † £10 2 
Studham £15 1 
Sundon † £10 1 
Sutton £15 1 
Swineshead † £10 1 
Tempsford † £10 2 
Thurleigh £10 1 
Tilbrook  £10 1 
Tilsworth † * £10 1 
Tingrith † £10 1 
Toddington † * £15 1 
Totternhoe * £15 1 
Turvey † * £20 1 
Upper Gravenhurst £10 1 
Upper Stondon £10 1 
Westoning † £10 2 
Whipsnade † £10 1 
Wilden † £15 1 
Willington † £10 1 
Wilstead † £20 2 
Woburn † * £20 1 
Wootton £15 2 
Wrestlingworth † £15 2 
Wymington £10 1 
Yelden † £10 1 

Prices include UK or overseas post and packing.  The cost of a full set of Parish 
CDs is £1,250. 

Some baptism indexes only cover the period 1813-1851, but as more stocks are 
needed, they will be updated to include the full period from the start of 
registers.  This also applies to the issue of new MI listings.  Any revised CDs 
will be indicated by the issue number.  Complete details of the content of each 
CD may be found on the Society website:  www.bfhs.org.uk  �
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YOUR  BFHS  COMMITTEE  PAST  AND  PRESENT 

The number of people who have 
given their time and made an 
enormous contribution to the running 
of the society are just too numerous 
to mention but a big vote of thanks 
goes out to all of them. To give a 
flavour of the volunteers, here is a 
brief look at the journals every five 
years since 1977. I am sure some of 
our more established members will 
recall some of the names. 
All the past journals are available on 
our ‘Journals CD’ 
1977 
The inaugural meeting of the BFHS 
was at the De Pary’s hotel on 21 
January 1977 and the inaugural 
journal was published in Spring 1977 
(Vol 1. No 1). 
The journal lists the officers and 
committee as follows: 
Patron: Major Simon Whitbread, 
H.M. Lord Lieutenant for 
Bedfordshire. 
President: Dr F.G. Emmison. 
Chairman: Royston F. Gambier. 
Vice Chairman: Edward Robertson 
Secretary: George Lenton. 
Treasurer: Victor James 
Journal Editor: Roger Ward. 
Assistant Editor: Colin Chapman 
Projects Organiser: Patricia 
Boatright. 
Public Relations: Charles Abraham 
Librarian: Joy Clayton 
Research Advisor: Miss Patricia. L. 
Bell. 
Heraldic Advisor: Mr F. Kuhlicke 
The cost of membership was £3.00 

At that time, Royston Gambier was 
also Chairman of the Federation of 
Family History Societies which was 
formed in 1974. 
1982 Spring (Vol.3 No. 5) 
Patron: Dr F.G. Emmison 
President: Miss Patricia Bell 
Vice President: Miss Joy Clayson 
Chairman: Harry Arch 
Hon. Secretary: Henry Inskip. 
Hon. Treasurer: Gerry Allen 
1987 Spring (Vol.6 No. 1) 
Patron: Dr F.G. Emmison 
President: Miss Patricia Bell 
Vice President: Miss Joy Clayson 
Chairman: Norman Holding. 
Hon. Secretary: Colin West. 
Hon. Treasurer: Peter Kendrew 
1992 Spring (Vol.8 No. 5) 
Patron: Miss Patricia Bell. 
President: Christopher Pickford. 
Vice Presidents: Joy Clayson, Harry 
Arch, Norman Holding and Tony 
Weston 
Chairman: Colin West.  
Hon. Secretary: Kath Gerrard. 
Hon. Treasurer: Jack Steemson 
1997 Spring (Vol.11 No. 1) 
Patron: Miss Patricia Bell. 
President: Christopher Pickford. 
Chairman: Geoff Sewell.  
Hon. Secretary: Michael Kemp. 
Hon Treasurer: Jack Steemson 
2002 Spring (Vol.13 No. 5) 
Patron: Miss Patricia Bell      
President: Kevin Ward. 
Chairman: Geoff Sewell. 
Hon. Secretary: Pauline Redpath. 
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Hon. Treasurer: Lesley Weymouth 
2007 Spring (Vol.16 No. 1) 
Patron: Miss Patricia Bell 
President: Kevin Ward. 
Chairman: Geoff Sewell. 
Hon. Secretary: Olga Page. 
Hon Treasurer: Mark Tresidder 
2012 Spring (Vol.18 No. 5) 
Patron: Colin Chapman. 
President: Kevin Ward 
Chairman: Geoff Sewell. 
Hon. Secretary: Olga Page. 
Hon. Treasurer: Peter Sharp 
2017 Autumn (Vol.21 No. 3) 
Patron: Colin Chapman. 
President: Pamela Birch 
Vice Presidents: Norman holding, 
Tony Weston, Colin West, Gerry 
Allen and George Roscoe 
Chairman: Geoff Sewell 
Vice Chairman: Noel Evans 
Hon. Secretary: Lynn Manning 
Hon. Treasurer: Peter Sharp 
The full list of the 2017 executive 
committee and other appointments 
are shown on the inside front cover 

of this current journal and a ‘rogues 
gallery’ of pictures is included in this 
publication. 
At the June 2017 AGM, Geoff 
Sewell thanked our many volunteers, 
who are not currently on the 
committee, including Mark Tresidder 
(Parish Register CD Co-ordinator), 
John Page (Data for PRCD), 
Christine Mackay and Fred Morris 
(Monumental Inscriptions), George 
Ruscoe (M.I. data base), Geoff 
Young (Journal Co-ordinator), 
Charlie Norman and Kerr Clement 
(bookstall), Joy and David Townend 
(indexing Wills books), John 
Partridge (Librarian), Mel Sharples 
(Australian Agent), Maureen Hall 
(Publications), Colin West 
(Refreshments) and Brian Payne 
(Web master). 
Again, thank you everyone, 
mentioned and not mentioned, for 
helping to create and maintain a 
successful society over the last forty 
years and onwards into the future.  �

Peter Sharp, Hon Treasurer 

LIBRARY  NEWS 

Not much to report this quarter. 
Members Portal 
We have another two additions to the 
exchange journals provided as a PDF 
available on the Member’ Portal of 
the BFHS website. The first is from 
the Aberdeen and N.E. Scotland FHS 
and second is from Huddersfield and 
District FHS. 

Beds FHS Facebook page
In September’s journal I reported that 
we had 549 ‘likes’ as at 20 July. We 
have now reached 577 ‘likes’as at 2 
October. Making good progress 
towards 600. 
Thanks         �

John Partridge, Librarian 
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SUFFOLK  FAMILY  HISTORY  FAIR 

BFHS had a stall at the Suffolk 
Family History Fair in Ipswich on 
Saturday 30 September. Three of our 
members set up the stall and ran it for 
the day. The fair was well attended 

without being crowded and was at a 
pleasant location (the University of 
Suffolk) next to the marina.      �

Noel Evans 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  HERITAGE  TEA  TOWELS 

The Society has had a 
supply of Bedfordshire 
Heritage tea towels 
printed and these are now 
being sold to raise funds. 

These tea towels are 
really too nice to use for 
drying up; they are 
beautifully colour printed 
with some famous 
Bedfordshire landmarks 
forming a border for the 
County map. Even if you 
don’t have any 
Bedfordshire ancestors 
they make ideal gifts.  
They are 100% cotton 
and at £4.50 each can be 
obtained from the 
bookstall at Members’ 
meetings by email to 
Lynn at 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk or 
by post (please add £1 
for UK postage and 
packing—for outside the 
UK please enquire before 
ordering) from: 

Lynn Manning 
38 Risborough Road 
Bedford MK41 9QW 
Tel. 01234 306482 

Cheques to be made 
payable to Bedfordshire 
Family History Society 
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Is your surname Moffat (any 
spelling), or does the name occur in 
your ancestry? If so you are entitled 
to become a member of Clan Moffat 
UK. There is a comprehensive web 
site which includes an ancestral 
database of 40,000 individuals which 
continues to be updated. This is 
available at no charge. Members 
receive a quarterly magazine and are 
eligible to attend our AGM which is 

held each August in Moffat. Events 
of interest are usually included in our 
AGM weekends. We have a sister 
organisation in America. 
If you are interested in membership 
please contact our membership 
secretary at: 
erica@eastalbasw.plus.com or write 
to 9, Makbrar Crescent, Calside, 
Dumfries. DG1 4XA. 
www.clanmoffat.info 

CLAN  MOFFAT 

MEMBERS’  PROFILES
Every effort is made to transcribe correctly the interests supplied by members 
but where hand-written details are provided errors may occur, for which we 
apologise.  It would help greatly if all interests were either typed or written in 
BLOCK CAPITALS.  When writing to a member please include a stamped ad-
dressed envelope or International Reply Coupons, and it is only polite to reply 
even if no connection appears to exist.
Surname Place / Parish County Period 
Chris Taylor (4277)  christophertaylor7@sky.com 
11 Middlethorne Close, Leeds LS17 8SD 
TAYLOR ANY BDF 17-E20C 
Richard Pestell (4278)  pestells@btinternet.com 
41 Thorburn Road, Northampton NN3 3DA 
BALDWIN ANY BDF 19-20C 
EATS ANY BDF 19-20C 
MAKEHAM Biddenham  BDF 19-20C 
PESTELL Colmworth  BDF <18C 
PESTELL Cople  BDF 18-19C 
PESTELL Elstow  BDF 19-20C 
PESTELL Northill  BDF 18-19C 
Richard Briden (4279)  info@shelleyslynmouth.co.uk 
8 Watersmeet Road, Lynmouth EX35 6EP 
BRIDEN Luton  BDF <1837 
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MEMBERS 
DON’T  MISS  OUT! 

The Friday night meetings of the 
BFHS offer members instructive, 
interesting and often amusing talks 
on subjects that fascinate all 
interested in history and genealogy 
in general, and are usually 
particularly relevant to those with a 
Bedfordshire heritage. 
If you aren’t currently attending 
them you are missing out – not just 
on the talks and lectures, but on 
accessing a wide range of resources 
and a pool of knowledge. 

Why not come along?

Riseley Historical 
Society has produced 
and published their 
latest book entitled 
‘How they served in World War One’.
The project was inspired by the 
University of Hertfordshire and sets 
out to identify and commemorate the 
91 men of Riseley who went off to 
fight and particularly the 23 who did 
not return. It also provides a snapshot 
of an how agricultural village changed 
during those years. 
Books maybe purchased via the 
society website: 
www.riseleyhistoricalsociety.org.uk 
price is £12.00 per copy 

RISELEY  –  OUR  VILLAGE 
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A  ‘NATIVE  OF  BEDFORDSHIRE’ 
GLEANINGS  FROM  AUSTRALIAN  NEWSPAPERS

Found these from various 
newspapers on the Trove searchable 
database courtesy of the National 
Library of Australia.
The Hobart Town Gazette 
(Tasmania) 15 April 1825 
Runaway Notice: Richard 
COPPERWAITE, reddish-brown 
hair, blue eyes, 19 years of age, a 
farmer’s labourer and ploughman, 
tried at Bedford 10 Mar 1824, 
sentence life, arrived per Princess 
Charlotte, native place Clifton, 
Bedfordshire; absconded from the 
service of Captain Glover, Pitt 
Water, 5 April 1825, reward £2 
The Hobart Town Gazette 
(Tasmania) 9 April 1831 
Runaway Notice: James BERRY, 
brown hair, blue eyes, 49 years old, 
farmer’s labourer, tried at Cambridge 
in March 1829, 14 years, native of 
Wilstead, Bedfordshire; subject to 
fits, lost several front teeth. 
Absconded from Port Arthur 13 Feb 
1831, reward £2. 
The Maitland Weekly Mercury 
(NSW) 30 March 1850 
Notice: Should this catch the eye of 
Thomas FRANCIS, formerly living 
in England at Ridgmont in 
Bedfordshire, who embarked for 
Sydney in February 1849; he is 
requested to communicate with his 
cousin, William AYRE who is living 
in Tamworth and who would be glad 
to see or hear from him. 

The Melbourne Daily News 11 
November 1850 
Notice: If William SAUNDERSON, 
formerly of Wootton, Bedfordshire, 
now supposed to be shepherding, 
applies to the undersigned (Francis 
Hobson, Melbourne) he will hear 
something greatly to his advantage. 
The Sydney Morning Herald 6 
September 1855 
Notice: If this should meet the eye of  
Edward DAY, a native of 
Bedfordshire, England, he will hear 
of his brother William DAY, by 
applying to John ALLEN, 
Woolongong 
The Hobart Courier (Tasmania) 22 
June 1857 
Marriage: On Saturday June 20, by 
special license, Davie MacFarlane, 
son of W WILLIAMS, builder of 
Sale, Gipps Land, to Anne Frances, 
eldest daughter of the late Richard 
GRESHAM, barber, of Shefford, 
Bedfordshire, England. 
The Sydney Morning Herald 30 
March 1858 
Notice: If this should meet the eye of 
John HOWARD, a native of Stotfold, 
Bedfordshire: the above named John 
Howard arrived here in 1848, on the 
ship Equestrian, and he having 
deserted his wife Mary Howard, 
without just cause, for the last seven 
years, and wishes to communicate 
with him. If you do not answer this 
advertisement I will be obliged to 
make known your conduct to your 
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BEDFORDSHIRE 

Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire 

Family and Local History Research (including Probate Transcriptions) 
undertaken by 

COLIN DAVISON 
66 Sudeley Walk, BEDFORD 

Bedfordshire MK41 8JH 
England 

Tel:  (01234) 364956 
Email:  colinndavison@gmail.com

Member of the  
Association of Genealogists & Researchers in Archives

Professional Service Offered.  All Enquiries Welcome 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS  NEEDED !
Are you a BFHS member with a digital camera or smart-phone?  If so could 

you take some photographs of nearby villages to add to the parish CD?
Although we have now published a CD with data for all 128 ancient parishes, 

some have no photographs, or very few.
We need pictures of the parish church, interesting buildings and local sights.
The following have no photographs at present.  So if you live nearby or are 

visiting, why not take your camera along?
Battlesden, Clifton, Edworth, Flitton, Higham Gobion, Holwell, 

Husborne Crawley, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard including Eggington 
and Heath & Reach, Potsgrove, Stanbridge, Streatley, Studham, 

Sundon, Tilsworth, Upper Stondon, Whipsnade
If you think that you can help, please contact Mark Tresidder by email at: 

parishcd@bfhs.org.uk 

friends at home. 
The Cornwall Chronicle 
(Tasmania) 4 August  1858 
Notice: Should this meet the eye of 
John BALL, native of Girtford, 
Bedfordshire: he can hear from or 
see his brother Joseph by applying at 
High Street, Windmill Hill, 
Launceston. 
The Sydney Morning Herald 9 
March 1860 
Marriage: On Thursday the 8th 
instant, at the Scot's church, Mr 
Joseph MARSHALL of the Southern 
Gold Escort, a native of Derry, 
Ireland, to Mary HARTWELL, Point 
Piper Road, a native of Bedfordshire, 
England. 
The Ballarat Star (Victoria) 16 
March 1861 
Inquest: An inquest was held at the 

White Hart Hotel on the body of 
John BIRD who died in hospital on 
Friday. The deceased, aged 58, was a 
blacksmith, a native of Bedfordshire, 
England, and had been in the colony 
about two years, but has never been 
healthy since his arrival here. For the 
last seven weeks he had been unable 
to work, and six weeks ago went into 
the hospital for medicine.  
The Sydney Morning Herald 30 
December 1861 
Death: On the 28 December, at no 4 
Brougham Place, John 
WESTGARTH aged 53 years, native 
of Bedford, England. 
The Sydney Morning Herald 21 
December 1864 
Marriage: On Thursday the 10 
December, at 363 Crown Street, 
Surry Hills, Lindsay LITTLE, late of 
Manchester, England, to Ann 
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Elizabeth, widow of the late Dr 
EARLE of Sydney, and daughter of 
George POULTON, Esq. Of West 
Maitland, and native of Ampthill, 
Bedfordshire. England. 
The Ballarat Star (Victoria) 24 
December 1864 
Inquest: A coroner’s inquest was 
held on Thursday at Scorer’s Saw 
Mills, on the body of George 
LANGBRIDGE, who according to 
the medical evidence, died as 
consequence of the bursting of a 
blood vessel, such rupture probably 
arising from the heat of the weather. 
The deceased was a native of 
Bedfordshire, England, and has left a 
wife and three children. 
The Hamilton Spectator (Victoria) 
6 March 1866 
Hospital Deaths: Three deaths have 
occurred at the Benevolent Asylum 
from old age including William 
STURMAN, aged 80 years, a native 
of Bedford, England; religion, 
Church of England; cause of death, 
morbus cordis, old age. 
The Empire (Sydney) 15 October 
1866 
Marriage: On the 1 October, by 
special license, by the Rev Agnew, 
Mr David ODELL, native of 
Bedfordshire, to Annie Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of Mr J P CANNON, 
of Strawberry Hills.  
The Empire (Sydney) 22 March 
1870 
Inquest: A second inquest was held at 
the Benevolent Asylum on the body 
of William STANLEY. The deceased 

presented himself to no 2 police 
station on Saturday last, suffering 
from great difficulty in breathing and 
was laid down on some blankets in a 
cell. He was 63 years of age and a 
native of Bedford, England. He came 
to the colony as a prisoner of the 
Crown in the year 1826. 
The Ballarat Star (Victoria) 4 
November 1871 
Hospital Death: The following death 
has occurred at the Ballarat District 
Hospital since the last report. W 
HEADING, native of Bedford, 
England, religion, Church of 
England.  
The Ballarat Courier (Victoria) 25 
January 1873 
Death: On the 23 January, at Ballarat, 
William KING, aged 75 years, native 
of Woburn, Bedfordshire, of old age. 
From The Sydney Morning Herald 
19 January 1874 
Death: On the 18 instant, at his 
residence, 1 Edgely Street, Henry 
BITCHENER, native of Biddenham, 
Bedfordshire, in the forty fifth year 
of his age, leaving an affectionate 
wife and four children to mourn their 
loss. Deeply regretted by all who 
knew him. 
The Sydney Morning Herald 22 
June 1875 
Death: On June 18 Francis 
PEACOCK, currier, native of 
Bedfordshire, England, aged 45 
years, leaving a wife and large family 
to mourn their loss. 
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A CD TO HELP  
YOU FIND YOUR  

ANCESTORS 
BFHS has produced a 

resource to help in finding 
your missing relations.  If they were baptised or buried before 1852 
or married before 1837 (and in some cases later) in Bedfordshire 
and appear in the Parish Registers then they will appear on our 

SURNAMES CD. 
Over one million entries showing: 

surname, forename, year, parish and event. 
Only £10 including P&P. 

available from: 
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk

The Sydney Mail and NSW 
Advertiser 26 May 1877 
Death: On May 16, Parramatta, 
accidentally, Mr W PLUMMER, 
senior, a native of Luton, 
Bedfordshire, aged 63 years. 
The Australasian (Melbourne) 31 
May 1879 
Notice: George WHITBREAD, 
formerly of Sharnbrook, 
Bedfordshire, England, is desired to 
communicate at once to Frederick 
FOUNTAIN of Sharnbrook, when he 
will hear of something to his 
advantage. 
The Sydney Morning Herald 2 
July 1881 
Death: On June 25, at his residence 
219 Walker Street, Redfern, George 
SMITH, a native of Bedfordshire, in 
his 49th year, leaving a wife and 
large family to mourn their loss. 

The Ballarat Star (Victoria) 31 
October 1885 
Death: On the 30 October, at the 
Benevolent Asylum, Ballarat, John 
GODDARD, aged 74 years, native of 
Bedfordshire, England, of dropsy.  
The Brisbane Courier 9 June 1897 
Death: As per the report of the 
Benevolent Asylum, Dunwich, for 
week ending 5 June, the death of 
George RUSSELL, aged 60, native 
of Salford, Bedfordshire, England. 
The Maitland Weekly Mercury 
(NSW) 4 February 22 June 1899 
Death: On January 22, at her 
residence, Lorn, Hannah dearly 
beloved wife of Richard 
MANNALL, in her Sixtieth year, a 
native of Bedford, England.      �

John Partridge 



SUBSCRIPTIONS
(1 January - 31 December) 

Each Individual Membership receives one copy per issue of the Journal 

 Joining Fee                                                                                                                £2.00 
Any UK/Worldwide member taking the Journal by pdf: ........................... £ 8.00 

    UK Individual Membership, with one copy per issue of the printed Journal: .. £10.00  
    Family Membership per each additional member at the same address : ……... £1.00  
    Overseas supplement worldwide printed journal – Surface mail = £6; Total: .. £14.00  
    Overseas supplement USA/Canada printed journal – Airmail = £10; Total: .... £18.00  
    Overseas supplement Australia/New Zealand printed journal Airmail = £12; Total: £20.00  

Data Protection Act:  Please note that the Society uses computer and manual systems to record 
membership information.  Under the Data Protection Act it is necessary that you should know this.  
The information you give on your application for membership will only be used for conducting Society 
business and will not be supplied to anyone else in any form.  If you have any questions or concerns over 
the data held, please contact the Secretary. 

WHERE TO FIND US 
Correspondence for the Executive Committee should be addressed to the  

appropriate person and sent to: 
Bedfordshire Family History Society

PO Box 214 
BEDFORD 
MK42 9RX

Internet: www.bfhs.org.uk 
Email:   bfhs@bfhs.org.uk 
Web Sales: www.parishchest.com 
  www.genfair.com

ADVERTISEMENT RATES (per issue) 
 Vertical Horizontal Rate 

Full page 160 mm x 250 mm 250 mm x 160 mm £20.00 
Half page 80 mm x 250 mm 125 mm x 160 mm £10.00 
¼ page 80 mm x 125 mm 60 mm x 160 mm £5.00 

Copy should be on A4 paper, and the above sizes are quoted for an A4 sheet;  
copy should be sent to: 

The Journal Co-ordinator, PO Box 214, Bedford  MK42 9RX 
Cheques should be made payable to Bedfordshire Family History Society, 

and enclosed with the advertisement. 

The following email addresses are also available: 

chairman@bfhs.org.uk Society Chairman 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk Society Secretary 
treasurer@bfhs.org.uk Society Treasurer 
bookstall@bfhs.org.uk Bookstall Managers 
journal@bfhs.org.uk Journal Co-ordinator 
librarian@bfhs.org.uk Society Librarian 
membership@bfhs.org.uk Membership Secretary 
parishsales@bfhs.org.uk CD and Microfiche Sales Enquiries 
publicity@bfhs.org.uk Publicity Officer 
projects@bfhs.org.uk Projects Co-ordinator 
research@bfhs.org.uk Research Co-ordinator 
searches@bfhs.org.uk Search Co-ordinator 
social@bfhs.org.uk Social Events Organiser 
webmaster@bfhs.org.uk Society Webmaster 
distribution@bfhs.org.uk                             Journal Distribution
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