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MICHELE’S MUSINGS  

HELLO & WELCOME TO CHINOOK . . .  

B 
y the time you read this, Christmas 2016 

will be over. As you were stowing away 

those boxes, bobbles, and bells, did you 

ponder the Christmas traditions you en-

gaged in? Did you sing familiar carols, attend a 

church service, send out Christmas cards, decorate 

a tree, buy gifts for family and friends, bake cook-

ies, roast a turkey, use your finest dishes, light can-

dles, or donate to a charity? Most of us are unaware 

of the history and meaning of the traditions we en-

gage in. This is a much larger topic than one small journal could hope to ex-

plore. However, this issue on The Traditions of Christmas Past provides a few 

stories that will help you unwrap some of the mystery behind the season.  

Many of the traditions we now celebrate became popular in Britain. Christ-

mases Past to Present(s): How the Great British Christmas Took 

Shape paints a portrait of a Christmas long ago, but still familiar in 

many respects. History on a Slow-turning Spit by Iris Morgan shares the 

traditions (and tragedies) of her ancestor’s homeland in Lithuania. Exchang-

ing Christmas greetings in the form of cards has been popular for centuries. 

Kay Clarke and Ann Williams give some insight into the delightful ways their 

ancestors practiced this custom. 

The Calgary Connections section continues to explore the history of churches 

in the Calgary area. This month Ann Williams highlights the beginnings of the 

Hillhurst United Church. 

The AFHS Membership was active in a number of areas this quarter. Insid-

er’s Guide to the AFHS lets you peek into just a few  including talks 

on DNA, writing your family history, and how to make your own book!  

And, finally, I’ve shared my thoughts on how to get the most out of the com-

ing year by making some resolutions specific to help you achieve your gene-

alogy goals. I’d like to add one request when you’re making those goals: 

Send Chinook a story. The next issue is A Defining Moment—Vimy Ridge—

100 Years Later. Your contribution w ill honour those who helped 

make Canada the unique place it is today. 

  My inbox is waiting!  editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca 

Michele Buhler 
AFHS Chinook Editor 

mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

HELLO EVERYONE . . .  

M 
y term as President of the Alberta Family 

Histories Society is nearing its end, en-

couraging me to take a moment to re-

flect on our time together over the past 

two years. 

I started my two-year term as your President in 

April, 2015 after just a few months as your Vice 

President. I truly appreciated the welcome I re-

ceived from the AFHS Board and our members. At 

the time, I set the following goals for myself and our Society: 

1. Assure the viability and sustainability of our organization in all respects: 

membership base, capital and operating financials, facilities and pro-

grams.  

2. Attract younger people by giving them a reason to join us. 

3. Ensure we have the right people in the right positions, where they can 

contribute their skills to AFHS while enjoying their roles, and not “burning 

out” in the process, and 

4. Continue to offer the services, programs and support that are so much 

appreciated by our members. 

In September, 2015 I convened two Strategic Planning meetings, during 

which our Vice President Sheila Bjerreskov and I facilitated a structured 

brainstorming session focusing on our “current state” (Strengths, Weakness-

es, Opportunities, Influencers and Threats), and on our “desired future 

state” (Objectives, Strategies and Action Items). I recently undertook a re-

view of the progress we have made on these Objectives, and I can confident-

ly say we’ve achieved, or are well along with, about 75% of them. 

Much work remains, and I need your help.   

Reviewing my goals above, I would like to offer the following “Report Card” 

to date: 

 Assure the viability and sustainability of our organization in all respects:  

 membership base (B) * our numbers are steady but not growing    
significantly 

 capital and operating financials (A) 

 facilities (B) * it would be great to own our own facilities 

 programs (A) 
 

 Attract younger people by giving them a reason to join us (D) 

Bob Eccleston 
AFHS President 



 

                             Chinook  Winter, January 2017 |   Volume 37, Number 1             5 

 

  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2015 - 2016 

President  Bob Eccleston 

Vice President Sheila Bjerreskov       

Past President Dawn Turner 

Recording Secretary Brenda McArthur 

Treasurer Michael Prosser 

Director (Finance) Brian Martin  

Director (Facilities)  Lorrie Whiteway 

Director-at-Large (Computer Group)     Jim Benedict 

Director-at-Large       Stephanie Thiele 

Director-at-Large Carole O’Flaherty 

Director-at-Large Peter McKenzie 

 

  COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
AFHS Archives Marion Peterson 

Casino Manager Dennis Laughton 

Communications Vacant 

Education Sheila Bjerreskov       

Events Coordinator Vacant 

FFHS Contact Ann Williams 

Library Linda Murray 

Membership Jacquie McGowan  

Periodicals Vacant 

Privacy Officer Kay Clarke 

Programs Christine Hayes 

Projects Vacant 

Public Relations Kay Clarke 

Social Media Piper Goodfellow 

Volunteer Manager Vacant 
 

  PUBLICATIONS 

Chinook Editor Michele Buhler 

The Breeze Editor Tara Shymanski 

Webmaster Angie Stropp 
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General meetings are held the first 

Monday of every month from 

September to June, unless they fall on a 

statutory holiday, in which case the 

meeting is moved to the following week. 

If you are a member, feel free to 

send the Program Committee 

suggestions about topics, speakers, 

format and other matters. Contact the 

Committee with any ideas you may have. 

programs@afhs.ab.ca 

Meeting Location: River Park Church 

3818 – 14A Street SW, Calgary 

OUR COMMUNITY 

AFHS GENERAL MEETINGS 

President’s Report (continued) 

 Ensure we have the right people in the 

right positions, where they can contrib-

ute their skills to AFHS while enjoying 

their roles, and not “burning out” in the 

process (C), and 

 Continue to offer the services, pro-

grams and support that are so much 

appreciated by our members (A). 

The big “gap” in our ability to address the 

“B or poorer” marks above, and our lack of 

progress in some aspects of our Strategic 

Plan, is our lack of volunteers. We are very 

fortunate to have amazing folks involved in 

everything we do, but we need more of 

you. The long-term viability of AFHS is 

threatened if we are not able to seek and 

recruit new people. Most of the roles we’re 

seeking to fill require maybe one or two 

hours/week commitment. Please help me 

fill these positions so we can confidently 

move forward.  

Talk to me at president@afhs.ab.ca.  

Thank you. 

 

Bob Eccleston 

http://afhs.ab.ca/aboutus/contacts.shtml
mailto:programs@afhs.ab.ca
mailto:president@afhs.ab.ca
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HISTORY ON A SLOW-TURNING  SPIT 

M 
y father told me about a Lithuanian Christmas tradition that was 

days in the making. Over an open hearth, slowly turning a spit 

and dribbling a batter rich in eggs, a Bankuchenas would be 

formed into a tree-like cake. Pronounced “Ban-kook-n-ass” the 

word is borrowed from the German Baumkuchen, literally meaning ‘spit-cake’ 

although in Lithuania this cake is also called Šakotis or Raguolis. Other Euro-

pean countries have similar versions of this cake that when cut look like the 

growth rings of a tree. 

[Picture 1] Children gathered around the table at Christmas with a “Bankuchenas” cake circa 1934  

By Iris Morgan 

A Bankuchenas being prepared near an open fire. 

This modern day version is made akin to spiky donuts, 

on top of each other. The batter drips at a 90 degree 

angle to the spit. The technique used in my father's 

version has the batter dripping lengthwise, or parallel 

along the same line or axis as the spit. 

 

 

Przemysław Wierzbowski (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%A0akotis
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The size of the cake would 

indicate the prosperity of the 

household due to the number 

of eggs required for the rich 

batter; 1 part flour, 1 part 

butter and 2 parts egg. [Pic 1] 

My dad, Aloyzas Henrikas 

Dumbra sits beside a fair-sized 

specimen at a Christmas party 

on their family’s farm in 

Joniškelis, a small village in 

northcentral Lithuania. He 

appears to be about 7 years 

old making the date of the 

picture December, 1934. 

An earlier Christmas picture 

[Pic 2] of the family, likely 

taken in 1929, shows his well-

dressed family in front of a tree 

decorated with glass orna-

ments and candle holders that 

clip to the branches – I still 

have these but they are now 

considered fire hazards. Alo-

yzas is sitting on his father’s 

knee (Kleopas), his mother 

Ona is holding his younger 

brother, Vladas. Kleopas was 

the village doctor, yet neither he 

nor the village could avert the 

tragic forest fire that claimed the 

life of four-year-Vladas in 1932. 

Eight years later, in June 1940, even greater tragedy struck when the Soviets 

invaded the Baltic States of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Occupation by the 

Soviet Union would impose a communist regime on any who remained behind. 

Many escaped the advancing Soviet troops only to be conscripted into the 

German army, as my father was. At the end of the WWII, liberated from a 

German P.O.W. camp, he found himself and many other Lithuanians in a 

‘Displaced Persons” or DP Camp in Munich, celebrating Christmas. [Pic 3] 

In addition to holding university-like classes and providing a social network, 

the DP Camps helped people find relatives scattered around the globe, as well 

as immigrate to other countries. My father, Aloyzas, would go to Australia 

where he married my mother, another displaced person from Latvia. Feasting, 

[Picture 2] Dumbra family gathered around the Christmas tree          

cira 1929 
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His father, Kleopas, had stayed behind when the Soviets invaded and was 

sent to Siberia. My father’s mom, Ona, had ended up in Canada and 

remarried because she assumed Kleopas has perished in the Gulag. My 

parents would later join Ona in Canada, becoming citizens and raising a 

family here. It was not until the fall of the Soviet Union in 1989, that any 

family history research could be done to find out about those left behind in 

the Baltics. Only then did my dad discover that Kleopas had lived to the age 

of 80, having spent the second half of his life as a doctor in coal-mining 

areas of Kazakhstan. 

I would grow up celebrating Christmas Eve with a table laden with goodies 

and a rich meal, opening presents in the evening rather than the morning. 

My dad loved to cook and would recreate seven course meals from the “old-

country” – roast goose, porcupine cakes, Dobos tortes and the like. Sadly, I 

can only imagine Bankuchenas, not owning a large open-hearth fireplace, 

having enough time, or the know-how to perfect its creation.  

 

Iris Morgan is a new member of the AFHS who is looking forward to indulging in research of her family's 
histories once she retires from her 33-year career at the University of Calgary Libraries. 

[Picture 3] Lithuanians in a ‘Displaced Persons” Camp in Munich, celebrating Christmas circa 1945 
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Feasting, drunkenness and gift-giving are Christmas practices with roots that 

go back centuries. Overindulgence and over-spending were not invented in 

our lifetime, as we might imagine, and Christmas traditions over the last few 

hundred years have seen the waxing and waning of the type of behaviour so 

readily maligned today.  

The early Christian church assimilated pagan midwinter celebrations into its 

Feast of the Nativity. The twelve days of Christmas, running from Dec 25 

until Epiphany, the Twelfth Night being on Jan 6, were a church-endorsed 

holiday during which people decorated their houses with evergreens, feasted 

with their neighbours, gave charity to the poor and exchanged presents.  

The giving of gifts on Christmas Day itself is a fairly modern phenomenon. 

Traditionally, they were given in the New Year and took the form of money 

or produce – apples, eggs or a fat capon (a castrated cockerel specially fat-

Chaos, presents and overindulgence have long been part of British Christmas. This hand-coloured etching 'At Home in the 

Nursery or the Master and Misses Twoshoes Christmas Party’ was published in London in 1835 Photo: Geffrye Museum, 

London  

CHRISTMASES PAST TO PRESENT(S):               

How the Great British Christmas Took Shape

By Hannah Fleming 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/christmas/
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tened for the table). Queen Elizabeth I was famously fond of receiving gifts 

at Christmas and set tariffs that specified the amount state officials were 

obliged to give – an Archbishop, for example, had to fork out a hefty £40 to 

treat her. She also received personal, material presents, such as the satin 

nightgown given to her by Sir Frances Walsingham in 1579.  

One particular event that 

became associated with 

Christmas in London in the 

17th and 18th centuries, and 

which was a source for gifts 

and trinkets as well as drink-

ing and gaming, was the 

Frost Fair. When the Thames 

froze, which it did nine times 

between 1660 and 1715, 

merchants set up stalls and 

tents on its surface and cre-

ated: “A Whole Street of 

Booths…inhabited by Traders 

of all sorts…as those who 

deal in Earthen Wares, Brass, 

Copper, Tinn, and Iron, Toys 

and Trifles, and beside these 

Printers, Bakers, Cooks, 

Butchers, Barbers, Coffee-

men and others.”  

Thousands of Londoners 

flocked to shop on the ice 

and many made it safely 

back to shore with a person-

alised token of their visit. 

Printers dragged their press-

es onto the ice to print peo-

ple’s names on commemora-

tive cards and silver spoons 

were sold during an early fair 

with handles inscribed: “This 

was bought at the faire kept 

upon the Midle of ye Thames 

against ye Temple in the 

great frost on the 29 of Janu-

ary 1683/4”. Clearly the 

shoppers wanted mementoes 

of the oddity of their icy ex-

perience, which has never 

An illustration showing the 1683 Frost Fair on the Thames. Wikipedia 

Text at bottom: The Temple Staires with People goeing upon the Ice to Temple Street 

A.The Duke of Yorke's Coffee house B.The Tory Booth C.The Booth with a Phoenix on 

it and Insured as long as the Foundation Stand D.The Roast Beefe Booth E.The halfe 

way house F.The Beare garden Shire Booth G.The Musick Booth H.The Printing Booth 

I.The Lottery Booth K.The Horne Tavern Booth L.The Temple garden with Crowds of 

People looking over the wall M.The Boat drawne with a Hors N.The Drum Boat O.the 

Boat drawne upon wheeles P.the Bull baiting Q.The Chair sliding in the Ring R.The 

Boyes Sliding S.The Nine Pinn Playing T.The sliding on Scates V. The sledge drawing 

Coales from the other side of the Thames W.The Boyes climbing upon the Tree in the 

Temple garden to see ye Bull Baiting X.The Toy Shopps Y.London Bridge Z. 

 

 

Source for text: visual inspection, and verified from Bentley's Miscellany, Volume 9 by 

Charles Dickens, William Harrison Ainsworth, Albert Smith; publisher: Richard 

Bentley; year: 1841; page 133, footnote 1.   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/uk/london/
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been repeated since London Bridge was rebuilt in 1831 - the old bridge with 

its smaller arches had interrupted the tidal patterns of the river which al-

lowed the ice to form.  

Christmas in the 1700s was a more sedate event than in the preceding cen-

turies, although games were still played, neighbours still entertained – some-

times, as now, unwillingly – and presents were exchanged. The custom of 

giving a ‘Christmas box’ – a sum of money – to tradesmen and servants 

became commonplace, as did paying small amounts to the needy. Some 

undertook these obligations perfectly cheerfully – the Norfolk clergyman 

James Woodforde noting in 1788 that he paid sixpence each to 56 “poor 

people” in his parish, entertained some to dinner, and those who were too 

lame to come in person had their dinners sent to them. But others were 

more resentful of the mounting cost. In 1710 Jonathan Swift wrote: “I shall 

be undone here with Christmas boxes. The rogues of the coffeehouse have 

rasied their tax, every one giving a crown, and I gave mine in shame, be-

sides a great many half crowns to great men’s porters etc.”  

The transformation of the Twelfth Night cake into a Christmas cake was a 

trick of the Victorians, who are usually credited with the invention of Christ-

mas as we know it. They certainly popularised and occasionally created 

many of today’s traditions –and one that really came of age as a distinct 

phenomenon in the late 1800s was Christmas shopping. The birth of the big 

department stores and their advertising innovations – lavish window dis-

plays, Santa grottoes, frenetic slogans like that coined by Harry Selfridge, 

"Ladies of fashion" gather in a confectioner's shop to buy a Christmas cake, in an engraving published in 

1818. Image: Geffrye Museum, London  
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“Only … shopping days till Christmas” – saw Christmas shopping become 

something that was discussed, planned for and occasionally dreaded.  

Stores produced catalogues and divided presents into easy gift-giving cate-

gories – Heal’s did a particularly nice line in “indescribably lovely” presents 

for the adoring to give to the adored, but it was children who were really 

promoted as the focus of the Christmas festivities. Giving presents to chil-

dren at Christmas wasn’t new – the barrister John Baker recorded on Dec 

22, 1773 that friends had sent “a parcel of playthings for the children”, but 

Britain’s industrialisation and the import of toys from Germany meant the 

market was flooded was possibilities.  

 

Every decade since has seen concerns about the 

increasing commercialisation of Christmas, but as 

long as gift-giving is an entrenched festive cus-

tom, then Christmas shopping (though “very 

exhausting” as observed by a housewife in 1930) 

is unavoidable.  

 

 

Article by Hannah Fleming, curator at the Geffrye Museum of the Home, www.geffrye-museum.org.uk. 
Published in The Telegraph, December 2011. 

 

"Pages from London department store Liberty's 1930-31 'Christmas Gifts' catalogue. Image: Geffrye 

Museum, London  

http://www.geffrye-museum.org.uk
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POST CARDS 

By Kay Clarke  

I 
n this digital age we sometimes forget that our ancestors sent postcards 

which are todays text message. My family in Alberta connected with the 

relatives in Ontario in this way especially at Christmas. The following 

are some examples. 

 

 

 

This postcard was sent  to our family from my grandmother’s sister. 

The greeting on the front reads: 

New Year Greeting 

Now the New Year is just starting; 

Let it be the best one yet 

Full of hope, success, and gladness,  

Leaving nothing to regret. 

Message on back of postcard:  

Wishing you a Merry Xmas. Aunt Agnes 
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Message on the back of  postcard:  

Dear Auntie: From the reports I hear of your weather I 

decided this card most appropriate to send you. I sent a 

small parcel to you last week. Hope it landed OK.  

Best wishes to all.  Lovingly,  Jean   

15 S Oxford ST Brooklyn NY 

Message on the back of postcard:  

Dear Auntie: Received your letter last week. Thanks very 

much. I will probably be out to see you the latter part of next 

week. I have to review (?) a school and get some dentist work 

done before I leave the city. Bye Bye, Jean 

December 14, 1911 

1520, 16th Ave West, Calgary 

Message on the front of  postcard:  

New Year Greeting 

May cold winds ne’er blow, 

Nor searching frost bite, 

Your pathways be pleasant, 

Your future all bright. 
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Kay Clarke has been a member of AFHS 
since 1996 and has volunteered for several 
positions over that time.  She is passionate 
about preserving her family’s history.  

Over the years, post-

cards were sent to my 

mother, her sister and 

brothers from their 

grandparents. 

Look for these treasures 

when researching your 

family’s history. These 

cards are primary 

sources — the 

handwriting and 

messages of your 

ancestors.  
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EXCHANGING CHRISTMAS CARDS 

By Ann Williams  

I 
 remember hearing the twice daily 

(and once on Saturdays) sound of 

an avalanche of mail landing on the 

door mat of my parents English 

house followed by the sharp bang of the 

mail box cover as it snapped shut. These 

sound memories are from the days before 

Christmas in the 1950s. At that time the 

Post Office took on extra staff to handle 

the Christmas deliveries of parcels and 

Christmas Cards. We received so many 

cards that they were hung on strings all 

over the main floor of the house. 

The custom of sending Christmas Cards 

began in Britain in 1843 but the earliest 

Christmas Card I have is one sent by my 

Uncle Tec (Tecwyn) in 1941. 

 

 

Inside the card there is a printed greeting in Welsh and English 

and a copy of a portrait of Col. W. Murray-Threipland, Colonel 

of The Regiment (The Welsh Guards).  
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 THE ROSS FAMILY: SCOTTISH AND ONTARIO ORIGINS 

THE ROSS FAMILY & HILLHURST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

(NOW HILLHURST UNITED CHURCH) 

S 
chool teacher Allan Ross of Stornaway, Isle of Lewis and his wife 

Alexanderina McLeod of the Isle of Harris were amongst the first 

settlers in Glammis, Bruce County, Ontario. They are buried in 

Purdy’s Cemetery, Glammis. The couple had eight children, 

including John and William who came out to Alberta, John to ranch and 

William to make his mark on Calgary. 

Hillhurst United Church, 1227 Kensington Close, NW, Calgary – combination of a Gothic plan with half-timbering  

[From the Canadian Architectural Photos Website] 

By Ann Williams, with the assistance of Duane Kelly 

CALGARY CONNECTIONS   

Calgary Connections promotes stories of families and institutions in Calgary. Do you have a story to share 

with us? Is there a certain topic that you would like to read stories about?  

Please e-mail your stories and suggestions to editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca 

mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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William was born in Kincardine, Bruce County and, as befits the son of a 

school teacher, he was well educated. Following high school in Kincardine he 

attended Brantford Collegiate Institute and the Ottawa Normal School. He 

returned to Kincardine and taught there for five years. At about this point 

(1883) he married Annie Christie Ferguson of Glengarry County, Ontario 

(daughter of the Rev. William Ferguson, a Presbyterian Minister in Kirkhill, 

Ontario). 

With Annie at his side, William added work experience to his education by 

running a general store in Glammis, then spending seven years in the cattle 

trade in Ontario before moving west with their sons, William Ferguson Ross 

and Allan James Ferguson Ross. In 1900 they farmed in Glenboro, Manitoba, 

two years later moving to Elm Creek, Manitoba where William spent three 

years in the real estate business. Perhaps to pursue William’s interest in real 

estate, the family’s next move brought them to Calgary about the time 

Alberta became a Province. 

 THE ROSS FAMILY IN CALGARY 

William and his family were in Calgary in time to be enumerated in the 1906 

census as: William Ross (48), Annie C. Ross (44), William Ross (21) and 

Allan Ross (7). William, Sr. soon found his feet in the Calgary real estate 

market and went into partnership with Mr. Arthur Bennett. In 1906 they 

registered and put the Sunnyside subdivision on the market. 

Later, under the name of Wm. Ross & Company, William worked with his 

son, William Ferguson Ross and George T. French. In the years 1909-10 they 

built the two buildings that comprised the Ross Block on the NW corner of 

Memorial Drive and 10th Street, NW and the Louisa Block just east of 14th 

Street, NW. Wm Ross & Company put the Capitol Hill subdivision on the 

market.  

The Ross Block - the family sold it in 1981 and it was destroyed by fire on Christmas Eve 1988. 
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 ALDERMANIC CAREER 

In 1910 William Ross was acclaimed Alderman for 

Ward 2. The following year he stood for election 

and was elected to the position. He served from 

January 3, 1910 to January 2, 1912 and was 

deemed to be a “vigorous and determined official”. 

During this term his name was included on the 

cornerstone of Fire Hall #1, along with those of the 

Mayor, other Aldermen and Fire Chief, James 

“Cappy” Smart. William was re-elected and served 

again from January 2, 1913 to March 5, 1914 when 

he died at the age of 56, no doubt extinguishing a 

career that would have seen him make an even 

bigger mark on Calgary. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alderman William and his wife Annie are both buried with William’s parents 

in Purdy’s Cemetery, Glammis, Bruce County. William and Annie’s 

descendants include Pat Kelly, MP for Calgary Rocky Ridge, who is a fifth-

generation Calgarian.  

Of Alderman William’s sons, William Ferguson Ross, spent his entire life in 

Calgary, and Allan James Ferguson Ross of 628-7 Ave. W, Calgary, enlisted 

in the Canadian Expeditionary Force, transferred to the RAF and was a 

Second Lieutenant (204th Squadron) when he was killed on October 27, 

1918 (aged 19) and buried in Belgium. 

Alderman William lived long enough to meet his first grandson, William 

Jonathan Ross, who was born in the Calgary General Hospital in January 

1914. William Jonathan also spent his entire life in Calgary (except for a stint 

building the Alaska Highway in WW2).  

 

 

Hillhurst Presbyterian Church was one of three Presbyterian missions to be 

established in the Calgary area in 1907, the others being Bankview and 

Crescent Heights. Hillhurst Presbyterian’s first service was held in Riley Hall 

in 1907 and a Sunday School was opened there while waiting for the 

completion of their own church in Kensington Road. The Kensington Road 

church was dedicated in 1908, however, it soon became too small to hold the 

Ross Memorial Purdy’s Cemetery, Glammis  

 WILLIAM’S DESCENDANTS  

 EARLY HISTORY OF THE HILLHURST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
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increasing congregation and fund raising commenced for the construction of 

a new, larger Hillhurst Presbyterian Church. 

The minutes of a meeting of the Presbytery of Calgary held on July 14, 1909 

at Knox Church refers to the great liberality and generosity of Mr. William 

Ross who had donated three lots in Hillhurst. The Presbytery’s clerk was 

directed to write to him to convey the Presbytery’s sincere thanks for so 

noble and generous a gift. William Ross sold the Presbytery a further two lots 

in Hillhurst for £25. 

With the land in place, fund raising to build a church continued and on 

October 12, 1910 a fund-raising concert opened the Hillhurst Presbyterian 

church hall. Mr. E. H. Riley presided and Mr. William Ross gave a speech. 

(Calgary Herald Oct 11, 1910). 

In 1912 the cornerstone of Hillhurst Presbyterian Church was laid. William Ross attended the ceremony and 

was presented with this elegant, engraved sterling silver trowel. Engraved on the band connecting the 

handle to the trowel is the Latin motto of the Church of Scotland: “Nec Tamen Consumebatur” and 

engraved on the blade is:  

Presented to 

Wm. Ross Esq. 

on the occasion of the laying of the 

Corner Stone of the Hillhurst Presbyterian Church 

Sept.21st A.D. 1912 

 

Roughly translated: Nec: it was not; Tamen: however; Consumebatur: it was consumed, referring to Moses 
and the burning bush - no matter how much the bush burned, it was never consumed by the flames. The 
preacher, John Calvin, equated the burning bush with the people of God. 
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 LATER HISTORY OF HILLHURST  PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

Unification discussions were held between 

St. Paul's Methodist and Hillhurst 

Presbyterian as early as 1915. In 1925, the 

congregations of both churches voted in 

favour of joining the newly formed United 

Church of Canada (a union of Methodist, 

Congregational and some Presbyterian 

congregations). The combined 

congregations worshipped in the 

Presbyterian Church building which was 

renamed Hillhurst United Church. 

Sources:  

Personal papers and photographs of Duane Kelly and his 
wife Marnie (nee Ross) 

History of the Province of Alberta by Archibald Oswald 
MacRae, pub. Western Canada History Company, 1912 
(p. 869) 

Ann Williams has been a member of the AFHS for 
many years and is currently the co-ordinator of 
the English/Welsh SIG. Ann’s family research is 
solely in England and Wales and she is also a 
member of the Sussex Family History Group, the 
Clwyd Family History Society and the Guild of One-
Name Studies. Her current research obsession is 
the Canadian WW2 army while in Southern 
England.  

Printed Address, part of the presentation to William Ross  
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T 
he dictionary defines resolve as “a firm 
determination to do something.” So, is this 
the year that you resolve to do 
something? If you said, “yes”. 

Congratulations! You are on your way! But, first 
you have to decide what that “something” will be. 
Here are some ideas to get you started. Please DO 
NOT resolve to do all these this year — save a little 
for the years to come. 

 

 

 

1. Interview your living relatives  Don ’t wait 
too long to check this one off your list. It may 
not only break down some of those brick walls; 
it may also open up new avenues that you 
didn’t even know were there. 
 

2. Get Organized 
This is one of those goals that most of us dread, but if done well, will give 
you such a feeling of satisfaction, you’ll wish you had done it sooner! So, 
put on some music, pour yourself a coffee (or whatever will help you 
keep your RESOLVE) and attack those files, documents, and notes that 
you’ve stuffed into boxes, cabinets, and drawers. (You may need to do 
this several times a week before you see progress, but don’t despair, this 
is time well-spent!) 
 

3. Who’s in that photo? 
When you’re interviewing your relatives, make sure you take along that 
box of photos you found when you were sifting through those stacks of 
papers, and ask them to identify who are in the photos. Then, take them 
home, back them up digitally, and put them into archival quality plastic 
sleeves or acid-free photo boxes.    
 

4. Make your ancestor’s story live! 
Put some flesh on those names and dates by recording your family 
stories either electronically or on paper. Add information about the 
historical times in which they lived. When you’re done, share the stories 
with your family (or the world!). This is the best way to keep your family 
history alive. A published family history may be your goal. However, even 
a few short stories stapled together or sent in an email may spark other 
family members to join you on this journey, or at the very least, give 
them an understanding of their family history and a willingness to 
preserve it for future generations. 
 

5. Volunteer to help others 
If you belong to a genealogy society, get involved. As the saying goes, 
“many hands make light work.” There are countless ways to contribute: 
share the knowledge that you as an experienced genealogist have 
learned over the years; help organize, sort and maintain materials in the 
library; contribute to one of your society’s projects, sit on a committee or 
on the board. And, if you’re just starting out – put up your hand! There’s 
no better way to “learn the ropes”. You will be well-rewarded with warm 
fuzzy feelings and friends who share your passion.   

RESOLUTIONS FOR GENEALOGISTS 

By Michele Buhler 
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6. Learn a new skill 

Genealogy has so many avenues to explore! And, so many ways of doing 
it! You can take a class, research your local library, attend a conference, 
read a new book, or search the internet for articles or classes. Determine 
what you need to know and dig in! 
 

7. Your own special goal 
It’s not possible to list all the goals that you may want to achieve. Feel 
free to add yours here. 

 

 

 

 

Now that you have some ideas, you need a plan. Here are some suggestions 
to get you on your way: 

 

1. Choose no more than three resolutions. 

 One is perfectly acceptable. 
 

2. Hold yourself accountable: 

 Tell one or more people — but not too many. 

 Phone up the relative you’re going to interview and make a date to visit. 

 Sign up for that class or conference; phone up the genealogical society 
and offer to volunteer; go out and buy some acid-free photo boxes … 

 
3. Visualize the end result: 

 See those stacks of papers organized into files! 

 Imagine the people in those photos with names! 

 Feel your family’s history book in your hands! 

 Picture your genealogy society benefiting from your input! 
 

4. Remind yourself daily of your goals. 

 Post them where you can read them every day: by the mirror in your 
bathroom, on the fridge, on a paper or electronic  to-do list — wherever 
you will be sure to bump into this reminder on a daily basis. 
 

5. And, finally, don’t get stalled because you think you’re not doing 
it right! 

 I have a sign by my desk that I look at every day that reads: 
 

 “Progress is more important than perfection.”  
 
 Attention to detail is significant in genealogy, but don’t get stuck in the 

trap of perfection. You can always go back and correct things, but you’ll 
have nothing if you don’t start!   
 

 

Best wishes for a successful New Year!  

  

 How to Succeed: 
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LET’S CONNECT  

CHINOOK & AFHS NEWS UPDATES  

 

AFHS Blog     http://afhs.ab.ca/blog  

Facebook    www.facebook.com/AlbertaFHS  

Google+ Page  https://plus.google.com/107346277155546489036/posts?hl=en 

LinkedIn Page  www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-family-histories-society 

Twitter    www.twitter.com/AlbertaFHS 

 

AFHS DISCUSSION & SOCIAL MEDIA SITES 

Join the conversation on our discussion board as well as our social media outlets.  

Participate in a discussion by  going to the  AFHS DISCUSSION  section of the RootsWeb 

website  and follow the instructions given there about how to join the list.  

http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/GenealogicalSocieties/AFHS-DISCUSSION.html  

If you have any difficulty signing up, please contact the AFHS Webmaster. webmaster@afhs.ab.ca 

OUR SOCIAL MEDIA OUTLETS  

AFHS DISCUSSION BOARD 

http://afhs.ab.ca/blog
http://www.facebook.com/AlbertaFHS
https://plus.google.com/107346277155546489036/posts?hl=en
http://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-family-histories-society
http://www.twitter.com/AlbertaFHS
http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/AFHS-DISCUSSION.html
mailto:webmaster@afhs.ab.ca
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CALL FOR ARTICLES 

CHINOOK & AFHS NEWS UPDATES  

 

Are you an AFHS member?  

If so, be sure that you sign up for our e-mail 

newsletter, The WINDSOCK to be notified about:  

 Notifications of library closures  

 Highlighted content from our website and social media  

 Latest editions of Chinook available for download 

Having trouble receiving The Windsock?  

Contact our Webmaster to confirm we have your correct  e-mail 
address. webmaster@afhs.ab.ca 

SIGN UP FOR THE WINDSOCK 

Please email editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca for more information or to submit an article!  

We want your stories! 

In April 1917, the Canadian Corps seized Vimy Ridge. Many consider 
the Canadian victory at Vimy a defining moment for Canada, but it 
was attained at a terrible cost, with more than 10,000 killed and 
wounded. In 1922, the French government ceded to Canada in 
perpetuity Vimy Ridge in recognition of those Canadians who paid 
the ultimate price. Many stories have been told of this battle; 
however, many remain untold or not well known. Please share your 
family stories so that they may be remembered. 

 

For those worried about grammar, spelling or writing in general, 
editing and support are available! 

Photo: Canadian troops off for rest after Battle of Vimy Ridge May 
1917 Source: By Castle, W.I. (William Ivor), official Canadian War 

photographer [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 

 

Theme          Submission Deadline  Issue Date    Volume, Number 

A Defining Moment—Vimy Ridge—100 Years Later February 15, 2017   April 2017    Volume 37, N. 2 

150 Years of Canadian Heritage    May 15, 2017    July 2017    Volume 37, N. 3 

Keeping in Touch—Mail & Telegraph    August 15, 2017    October 2017   Volume 37, N. 4 

Education in a New Land      November 15, 2017   January 2018   Volume 38, N. 1 

PUBLICATION & SUBMISSION DATES: 

mailto:webmaster@afhs.ab.ca
mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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D 
iscovering your family 

history by using DNA to 

break down brick walls 

is a hot topic in 

genealogy circles.  

On November 7th, Earl Schultz 

gave an intriguing talk at the 

AFHS monthly meeting. The 

following evening, the DNA SIG 

was filled with members eager to 

learn more! 

(Above) Earl Schultz speaking at the 

November  monthly meeting. 

(Left)  Members attending the DNA  

SIG meeting. 

INSIDER’S GUIDE TO THE AFHS 

AFHS is full of fascinating people and engages in numerous activities, pro-

grams, and events. This section features stories and photos about our 

members and the activities they participate in. Members are invited to 

share their thoughts, suggestions or stories at editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca. 

 

DIGGING INTO DNA 

mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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O 
n Saturday, 

November 19th,  

members of the 

English/Welsh SIG 

gathered to hear speaker, 

Michele Buhler discuss how to 

write their family history.  

Afterwards, Christmas baking 

was enjoyed by all!  

GATHERINGS AT THE  AFHS LIBRARY 

Nola Gutche, Lois Nicholson  ,  Helen Backhouse, and  Linda Murray sample some tasty 

Christmas treats. 

 

M 
embers of the 

Bookmaking 

Workshops (with 

their laptops) 

spent eight weeks sharing 

insights on how to make their 

family and life histories come 

to life by learning how to 

create their own books! 

Bookmaking Workshop members:—Marion Peterson, Heather Williams, Gayle Carlson, &               

Bob Eccleston  
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MEET THE MEMBERS 

 

“Meet the Members” is intended to help members to get to know more about the great 

people that make up the society. This month we feature Heather Williams, long-term 

member and recently retired, Projects Committee Chair. We encourage all AFHS mem-

bers to send in their own biographies.  

HEATHER WILLIAMS — (FORMER) PROJECTS COMMITTEE CHAIR 

I am a native Albertan 

and was born and 

raised in the small town 

of Castor in Central Al-

berta. Upon graduating 

from High School, I re-

located to Calgary and 

enrolled in the Calgary 

General Hospital School 

of Nursing, graduating 

in 1961. Further educa-

tion in nursing included 

nursing management 

courses and attaining my Gerontology degree 

in 1986. My nursing career was most reward-

ing, and this year my class celebrated our 

55th-year reunion.   

My husband Dennis and I have raised three 

children and continue to be active in numer-

ous family gatherings and activities. Our six 

grandchildren persist in challenging us to im-

prove our technology skills! 

My interest in genealogy began as a small 

child. I would gaze with wonderment upon 

old photographs pondering questions like: 

What are those items? Who uses them and 

why? Why do the clothes look so serious? 

And, didn’t people smile back then? I remem-

ber how excited I was when we would get 

together with relatives. Meeting these people 

was eye-opening and expanded my small 

world.  

I joined AFHS in the 1980’s and thoroughly 

appreciated all the resources and knowledge-

able, helpful members. I have participated in 

the Projects’ Committee activities almost 

since I became a member and, until retiring 

at the end of December, was Chair of the 

Committee for 10 years. I have a passion for 

recording and photographing cemeteries so 

that others near and far can access this in-

formation. Over the years, I have appreciat-

ed the tremendous camaraderie with the 

many other volunteer ‘gravediggers’.  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL METTING  

& SPECIAL RESOLUTION 

 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with AFHS 

Bylaws, Article 7.1.5 and Article 7.3.2, of the Annual 

General Meeting of Alberta Family Histories Society 

which shall be held on Monday, April 3, 2017 at River 

Park Church, 3818 14A Street SW, starting at 7:00 

pm, during which financial and other reports will be 

presented, business conducted and elections held. A 

special resolution to make changes to the bylaws will 

also be made and a vote taken. Copies of the 

proposed changes will be made available to 

members at the Alberta Family Histories Society 

Library and Office (712 16 Avenue NW) after March 

10 and distributed in a Windsock email message in 

early March.  
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Ancestors in the Queen’s Empire 

Many people left England and Ireland during the reign of Queen Victoria from 1837-1901. 

Some were searching for new opportunities while others were forced to leave by famine or 

eviction. Whatever their reasons, many settlers from the UK moved to the US, Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand, India and Africa. Chris Paton gives us some ideas and websites to use 

when searching for these migrant ancestors. 

Family Tree, (2016, Christmas), 33(3), 54-59. 

 

Develop Your Ancestor’s Story 

George G. Morgan is co-host of The Genealogy Guys Podcast and author of 12 books and 

hundreds of articles. Here he lists many different resources to use when trying to expand the 

stories of our ancestors beyond the bare facts. He tells us how to re-examine many of the 

records we already possess to find details or clues to add to the life stories. 

Internet Genealogy, (2016, Oct/Nov), 11(4), 17-21. 

 

Digitized Huron County Newspapers 

Check out the website http://www.huroncountymuseum.ca/digitized-newspapers/ to search some digitized Huron 

county newspapers for free. Some of the newspapers include the Blyth Standard, The Wingham Times, The Wingham 

Advance, The Huron Signal, Huron Gazette, The Exeter Advocate, The Exeter Times and The Exeter Times Advocate. 

See the website for a list of additional titles that will be added in the future.  

Rooting Around Huron: The Journal of Huron County Branch of the Ontario Genealogical Society (2016, November), 37(3), 60.  

 

Galicia – From the Gazetteer Slownik Geograficzny Królestwa Polskiego (SGKP) 

Many Canadians of Ukrainian descent know that their ancestors previously lived in an area of Eastern Europe known 

as Galicia. This detailed description of Galicia was written circa 1880 by Bronislaw Gustawicz, a teacher in Krakow. It 

has been translated here by William F. Hoffman.  

East European Genealogist, Quarterly of the East European Genealogical Society Inc., (2016, Summer), 24(4), 6-21. 

 

Ontario’s British Home Children 

Mary Scott Pearson was born in Glasgow and arrived in Canada in 1891 as an orphaned British Home Child. One 

hundred and twenty years later in 2011, her Grandson Jim Brownell as a Member of Provincial Parliament introduced 

a Private Members’ Bill to declare September 28th of each year as British Home Child Day in Ontario. Read more 

about the British Home Children in this article by retired teacher and politician Jim Brownell. 

Gallus, Journal of the Glasgow & West of Scotland Family History Society (2016, October), No. 107, 13-17. 

 

The Big Snow of 1916 

On February 2, 1916, Victoria, British Columbia was hit by a blizzard with more than 23 inches of snow falling in 24 

hours. Check out the photos of this Ground Hog Day storm in the journal as well as links to some websites with more 

historical photos of Victoria.  

Journal, Quarterly of the Victoria Genealogical Society (2016, Winter), 39(1), 15. 

 

 

 

WHAT’S OUT THERE? By Linda Murray  

 

Linda Murray is an active volunteer 
with the AFHS and is the Chair of 
the Library Committee. She loves 
working in the library and helping 
others to discover their ancestry. 

http://www.huroncountymuseum.ca/digitized-newspapers/
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The Swede Life 

David A. Fryxell tells us how to find Swedish records online. He includes some history of Swedish migration, a 

timeline of important dates and an overview of Swedish genealogical records as well as a list of websites, books 

and organizations that can help with your research.  

Family Tree Magazine, (2016, December), 17(7), 42-49. 

 

US and Canadian Jewish Archival Research Collections 

Are you researching your Jewish family history? If so, this list of important North American Jewish collections could 

be a valuable resource. Melody Amsel-Arieli describes the holdings of various centers including the Jewish Heritage 

Center of Western Canada Archives in Winnipeg, the Jewish Public Library in Montreal, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid 

Society in New York and many others. The article also gives the locations of the Yizkor Holocaust memorial books 

which commemorate those who perished during the Holocaust.  

Your Genealogy, (2016, November/December), 2(5), 39-44. 

 

WHAT’S OUT THERE? 

AFHS PUBLICATIONS 

These publications provide information on personal data and local historical events. Many of the lists are fully searchable 

on the AFHS website and are available as paper prints. Prices represent reproduction costs only. All are printed in black 

and white on 8 ½” x 11” pages and cerlox bound. Consult the AFHS website for descriptions of these publications. 

Alberta Local Histories Listing (68 pages)  $15.00           

Births, Deaths, Marriages from Calgary Newspapers 1883-89 (40 pages)     $20.00 

Births, Deaths, Marriages from Calgary Newspapers 1890-99 (205 pages)      $30.00 

Nominal Rolls of 50th Battalion, CEF, 1914-15 (45 pages; also included in Digital  

Library Volume V)                     $20.00 

Nominal Rolls of 3rd, 12th and 13th Regiments, Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF,  

1915-16 (70 pages)                   $25.00 

Obituary Index of Turner Valley Oilfields Residents, Past and Present (35 pages)   $15.00 

South Calgary High School 1915-21, 1928-29 & Calgary Normal School 1929-30  

Class Lists (44 pages)                    $15.00 

The Barr Colonists 1903 (38 pages)                $15.00 

The MacDonald Family of Cochrane and Mount Royal Ranch (24 pages)      $15.00 

 
For additional information about how to order copies of publications, consult the AFHS website: http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/
cemetery.shtml#publications or send an email to projects@afhs.ab.ca  

http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
mailto:projects@afhs.ab.ca


 

                             Chinook  Winter, January 2017 |   Volume 37, Number 1             31 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME I (CD)           PRICE $30.00 

This volume contains over 68,000 records from 69 cemeteries in Southern Alberta (consult the AFHS website for the 

complete list), including about 11,000 records from the Calgary Crematorium and 2,000 records from the Chevra Kadusha 

(Jewish) Society. Volume I was completed in 2001. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME II (CD)       PRICE $20.00 

Volume II contains 24,500 records from two cemeteries on Garden Road that straddle the eastern boundary of the Calgary 

city limits: MD of Rockyview Garden of Peace and Mountain View Cemetery. This volume was completed in 2003. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME III (CD)       PRICE $20.00 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUMES IV-X (CD)              PRICE $25.00 (EACH) 

Each of these seven CDs includes monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs from a 

particular area or section within Queen’s Park Cemetery, Calgary. Volumes can be purchased individually or as a complete 

library in Volume XI. (Consult the AFHS website for a description of each volume.) 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XIII (DVD)       PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs for military markers in 

Burnsland, Queen’s Park, St Mary’s and Union cemeteries, Calgary. Many additional photos from the Military Museum, 

Peacekeeping Parks, Currie Barracks, Armoury, Memorial Drive and other areas are also included. Volume XIII was 

completed in 2010. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XI (DVD)      PRICE $50.00 

This DVD includes the transcriptions, photos and burial records for all 66,655 burials in Queen’s Park Cemetery individually 

contained in Volumes I to X. Volume XI was completed in 2009. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XII (DVD)       PRICE $50.00  

This DVD contains monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs for 16,634 entries in Sections 

A-F, H-N and P of Burnsland Cemetery, Calgary. Volume XII was completed in 2010. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XIV (DVD)       PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains 13,557 entries from 20 sections of St. Mary’s Cemetery and 2,391 entries from St. Mary’s Pioneer 

Cemetery with monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs. Volume XIV was completed in 

2012. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XV (DVD)       PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains 22,779 entries from the 20 sections within Union Cemetery, Calgary, Alberta. The data includes 

monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs. Union Cemetery is Calgary’s oldest cemetery. 

Volume XV was completed in 2013. 

SOUTHERN ALBERTA CEMETERY RECORDS 
 

The AFHS has produced 15 volumes of records from Southern Alberta cemeteries. Each volume is individually priced 

and available for purchase. The volumes contain monument transcriptions, burial records and many photographs of 

the memorials. To order click http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications  

 

http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
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For more information on how to register as a member, please 

visit our website : www. afhs.ab.ca 

Copyright Notice: ©2017 Alberta Family Histories Soci-
ety. All rights reserved. Reproduction or use of any part 
of Chinook, without permission, is prohibited. Authors 
retain copyright of their articles and photographs pub-
lished in Chinook, unless otherwise noted. 

ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 

BECOME A MEMBER 

The Alberta Family Histories Society (AFHS) is a non-

profit organization formed in 1980 to promote and 

encourage an interest in family history research 

worldwide.  

To find out more about the Society please visit:       

(http://afhs.ab.ca)  

Membership in the Society is open to anyone interested in 

family history and genealogy.  

The AFHS membership period runs from January 1 to December 

31. Applications received after August 1 will be applied to the 

following year.  

Annual Membership Fees  

Individual, Senior  $40 

Family   $50 

Institution  $60 

OUR PUBLICATIONS 

OUR LIBRARY 

CHINOOK 

A list of AFHS publications and information on how to purchase 

copies may be found on the Society’s website.                     

(http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml)  

The Society’s library, containing thousands of items of interest to 

family historians, is located in the AFHS offices and is open to 

members and the general public free of charge. For hours of 

operation, please consult the Calendar on the AFHS website or 

phone 403-214-1447. 

Chinook is published quarterly by the Alberta Family Histories 

Society (AFHS) in October, January, April and July. Chinook is 

distributed to all AFHS members, and other family history 

societies and institutions around the world. 

 

http://afhs.ab.ca
http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml

