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MICHELE’S MUSINGS  

HELLO & WELCOME TO CHINOOK . . .  

I love the image on the front of this Chinook of a 

father delicately holding a letter from his son. Around 

him sits his work forgotten as he is totally absorbed in 

this precious piece of news from a beloved child. How 

many of us have felt the same way when receiving a 

handwritten note from a friend or family member? For 

many, these letters, notes and other similar 

documents still evoke strong emotions years later. 

Even letters and documents penned by distant 

relatives we have never laid eyes on are treasured. 

In this issue, Keeping in Touch – Mail & Telegraph, Jim Benedict shares a 

delightful tale of how a telegraph error sealed his family’s fate (or fortune). If 

you’re thinking this issue is longer than normal, you’re correct. Steve Henley’s 

article, Correspondence Unveils a Family’s Journey Through Time, 

features a bounty of unique images that required me to bend my page-limit 

rule. For those who are interested in reading about or investigating the world 

of communication further, Colleen P. Hetherington’s article will provide you 

with many suggestions. And finally, Old Letters: Preserving a Rare 

Genealogical Record Source by Melissa Barker will help you keep those 

treasured documents for future generations. 

Calgary Connections by Ann Williams is not only a fabulous source of 

information about men and women from Calgary who served in the armed 

services in WWI and WWII, but also, a reminder that Chinook will be focusing 

on the 100th Anniversary of the end WWI in its Spring 2018 issue. 

The Insider’s Guide to the AFHS is dedicated entirely to the FamilyRoots 

2017 Conference that was held in September. I hope you enjoy a look back 

at this exciting event! 

Finally, Linda Murray’s What’s Out There? column might just have that 

resource you’re looking for to solve your genealogy problem, or give you an 

interesting piece of information you can use to impress your friends. 

Chinook’s next issue will focus on Education in a New Land. I know there are 

plenty of tales from this time; please send them my way! 

 

 As always, my inbox is waiting!  editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca 

Michele Buhler 
AFHS Chinook Editor 

mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

HELLO EVERYONE! 

 

W 
elcome back after a very hot summer break!  I 

hope you managed to both enjoy the weather 

and make some progress on your genealogy 

mysteries. My summer was full of a lot of 

professional upheaval, but I’m hoping things will 

settle down as the weather cools and the pace of life generally 

slows in preparation for winter. 

I am incredibly excited to have so many wonderful activities planned for this fall at the 

AFHS.  Foremost among these is our FamilyRoots 2017 Conference on September 22nd and 

23rd. The conference committee has been working tirelessly to present you with an 

amazing and educational two days, and I would like to express my sincere gratitude to 

Marion Peterson, Michele Buhler, Tara Shymanski, Christine Hayes and all the volunteers 

for making this event possible.   

Also this fall, back by popular demand, Michele Buhler will be running her Family History 

Writing workshops beginning in October.  We are also in the early planning stages for a 

Beginners’ Genealogy course, slated to start in January 2018.   

Another big change this year will be to our website. We have updated it to follow our new 

branding and also to take advantage of new technologies that were not available when our 

original website was created. This will allow us to streamline a lot of behind-the-scenes 

activities between many of our different groups, such as Membership, Projects, Education, 

Marketing and Finance. Again, I’d like to extend my appreciation to the website committee, 

headed up by our webmaster Jim Benedict. There will be more activities on the website to 

come in the months ahead, so if you’re interested in getting involved in reviewing some of 

our old content for inclusion in the new website, reach out to Jim directly. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to encourage our members to volunteer with the 

AFHS. We have a number of vacant positions and our current volunteers are wearing many 

“hats”. Many hands make light work, and I would like to see more new volunteers emerge 

from our membership ranks. Monthly time commitments vary greatly and some of our 

needs are of very short duration.  If you’re interested in helping out, please let me know. I 

would love to be able to distribute the AFHS workload among more members to ensure that 

our current amazing and dedicated volunteers don’t burn out. 

I’m truly looking forward to a great year with all of you and can’t wait to hear your stories 

at our monthly meetings! 

Yours in genealogy, 

Sheila 

Sheila Bjerreskov 
AFHS President 
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  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017 - 2018 

President  Sheila Bjerreskov       

Vice President Vacant 

Past President Bob Eccleston 

Recording Secretary Heather Grant 

Treasurer (interim) Dennis Laughton 

Director (Finance) Eva Bjerreskov       

Director (Facilities)  Warren Peterson 

Director-at-Large (Computer Group)     Jim Benedict 

Director-at-Large       Stephanie Thiele 

Director-at-Large Carole O’Flaherty 

Director-at-Large Peter McKenzie 

 

  COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
AFHS Archives Marion Peterson 

Casino Manager Dennis Laughton 

Communications Wes Jamieson 

Education Sheila Bjerreskov       

Events Coordinator Tara Shymanski 

FFHS Contact Ann Williams 

Library Linda Murray 

Membership Jacquie McGowan  

Periodicals Vacant 

Privacy Officer Kay Clarke 

Programs Christine Hayes 

Projects Vacant 

Public Relations Kay Clarke 

Social Media Marion Peterson , 

 Jim Benedict 

Volunteer Manager Vacant 
 

  PUBLICATIONS 

Chinook Editor Michele Buhler 

The Breeze Editor Vacant 

Webmaster Jim Benedict 

 

   SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

Celtic, Irish-Scottish SIG Chair Susan Butler 

Computer SIG Chair Jim Benedict 

DNA SIG Lorna Laughton & 

 Linda Murray 

English/Welsh SIG Chair Ann Williams 

Family Genes Users Group Chair Jim Benedict 

Family Tree Maker Users Group Nola Gutsche 

Legacy Users Group Marion Peterson 

Ontario SIG Chair Lynn Brown &  

 Helen Backhouse 

 

   Contact info: http://afhs.ab.ca/aboutus/contacts.shtml 

General meetings are held the first 

Monday of every month from 

September to June, unless they fall on a 

statutory holiday, in which case the 

meeting is moved to the following week. 

If you are a member, feel free to 

send the Program Committee 

suggestions about topics, speakers, 

format and other matters. Contact the 

Committee with any ideas you may have. 

programs@afhs.ab.ca 

Meeting Location: River Park Church 

3818 – 14A Street SW, Calgary 

OUR COMMUNITY AFHS GENERAL MEETINGS 

http://afhs.ab.ca/aboutus/contacts.shtml
mailto:programs@afhs.ab.ca
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I’ll let Aunt Gert tell the story. . . 

M 
y Dad, Rusey Webber, was getting itchy feet. From his sports 

buddies, he had heard rumours that his famous fighting cousin, 

Tommy Burns, had been appearing in Calgary and Portland and he 

knew that both places were enjoying a bit of a boom. He was anxious 

to go to one or the other, but he couldn’t decide which. 

With an important decision like that to be made, the Acheson girls (author’s 

grandmother was Sadie Acheson) set up their home-made “Ouiji Board”. Maudie 

and Gertie (author’s great-aunts) and Sadie (my Mom) put thin water glasses, 

bottoms-up, around the bare round dining room table; cut out the alphabet and 

numbers from an old calendar and put them in a circle, with the cards, “YES” and 

“NO”. Then, each in turn, with fingers from both hands lightly touching the 

inverted glass, would ask “Ouiji” a question. The glass would move, seemingly on 

its own, to the alphabet letters to spell out the answer or to a number or to “YES” 

or “NO” to respond to our queries. To us kids, it was like God giving us a sign. 

TELEGRAPH ERROR OR PROVIDENCE?   

The family connections on my mother’s side have always been close, and even more so when our Aunt Gert 

decided to publish the family tree booklet: Warts, Brats, Drunkards and All. She especially relished dishing out 

savoury stories about her father, my grandad Rusey Webber. Rusey’s young family was growing rapidly in 

Winnipeg, some six hungry children and two more to come later. He needed steady work to keep the family going. 

Rusey Webber Sadie Acheson 

By  Jim  Benedict 
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Our mother asked, “Ouiji, should we move?” It took long seconds before the 

thin glass started hesitatingly to move but, once started, it went decidedly to 

“YES”. 

Then Aunt Maudie and Aunt Gertie took their turns and ‘I suspect’ the glass 

got a little direction from them when “Ouiji” said “NO” to Portland and “YES” 

to Calgary which at least was a few hundred miles closer for them to visit 

from Winnipeg. 

Our father emerged from the pantry, his favourite secluded tippling spot 

when we had company, and when he heard the verdict was Calgary, no 

doubt, just to be contrary, he announced he was leaving for Portland. But we 

children knew “Ouiji” had spoken and that Calgary would be our destination. 

That night all we children could think about was going to Calgary. The next 

morning, dressed in a fur hat and long coonskin coat and carrying one small 

suitcase, Dad disappeared into a blinding snowstorm like a bear heading for 

its winter lair. 

(Weeks, if not months later…) 

Now, more than ever, Sadie was beginning to feel the part of an unwanted 

poor relative, deserted by a no-good husband, and with six young ones and 

counting. Mum had received a telegram from Dad, broke, in Calgary, asking 

her to wire him $15 immediately. Reluctantly, she wired him the $15, even 

though she was almost certain it was just for another drunken misadventure 

while believing it should have been him sending her money if he wanted his 

family to join him. 

I guess “Ouiji” or fate or just plain all-powerful God intended that we would 

all go to Calgary as the telegraph company made an error that suddenly 

catapulted us all westward. They wired Dad not just the $15 Mum had given 

them, but $50 – easily the equivalent of $500 now! Dad would have been 

pleasantly surprised to even get the full $15. The $50 convinced him that 

Mum had come into money. 

Gert’s sister, Bell (Acheson) McKennit had recently died in California under 

suspicious circumstances shortly after making a new will. Her original will 

had left the bulk of her ample estate to her favourite niece, our mother 

Sadie. So, when their dear old Dad got that $50, he visualized his wife rolling 

in big money and he lost no time wiring for her to come on the first possible 

train. 

And that, my dear friends, is how my family started a new life in Calgary, 

back in 1923. 
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CORRESPONDENCE UNVEILS A FAMILY’S            
JOURNEY THROUGH TIME  

By Steve Henley  

R 
eading through our family letters going back to 1863, I have learned 

that people were concerned about the same topics that we discuss 

today — our personal health, what our friends and family are doing, 

the financial challenges of making a living, the family pets, life and 

death. The news of the day and the weather were popular topics as they are 

now. The family letters and postcards I have been able to read have given me 

an insight into the lives of people I have never known and have added to my 

understanding of my family history. A few words on a page can answer many 

questions, especially when those ancestors lived in many locations and did not 

always stay put. 

 

 

The oldest letter we have in our family is a letter from August 4, 1863. I only 

became aware of it recently. This letter helped me break down a brick wall 

around my 2nd great-grandfather,  Jacob R. Phillips. In the letter Simeon 

Phillips writes to his brother, Jacob, thanking him for sending pictures, “ I 

have got those likenesses and bought a case for the one of Malinda’s as soon 

as I got it.” Simeon writes about the weather in Georgetown stating that, “The 

weather hear (sic) is hot enough to boil eggs in the sand, and very little rain.” 

Olaf Carl Selzer envelope, July 1902. Seltzer was known for painting on his 

correspondence. His artwork stills sells at auctions today.    

 1860s TO 1890s — CIVIL WAR GENERATION LETTERS 
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Personal letters can give a first-hand 

view of historical events. Simeon 

brings word of others from the home 

village in New York who enlisted in 

the Union Army on the same day in 

1862 when he writes, “David and 

George Wilder, Vrooman and 

Lampman and myself are all well.” 

Although Simeon writes they are well 

in August of 1863, as I researched 

the letter I learned that of the five 

men, only one survived his service. 

Andrew Lampman and the two Wilder 

brothers died in hospital during the 

summer of 1864, with Simeon 

following them in the fall of 1865, an 

example of how disease was 

responsible for more deaths than 

combat during the Civil War. 

A letter from John H. Rubbins in 1888 to his daughter Sarah Ann Rubbins, 

Jacob’s wife, helped direct me toward Jacob’s unmarked grave in Rock 

Island, Illinois when I read, “I sent a letter to Rock Island but you was left 

their (sic).” At eighty years of age, my ggg-grandfather Rubbins is thinking 

about his health - “I write these few lines to you to let you know that I am 

pretty well in health.” This letter followed not long after Jacob’s death and 

the marriage of Sarah’s daughter, Nettie Ann Phillips, to my great-

grandfather Harry Henley in February of 1888. John enquires as to Nettie’s 

married name when he asks for Sarah to “send me word what Netty sir 

name is so that I write to her.” 

Family tree with some of the members mentioned in this story 

Envelope from Jacob Phillips dated Aug. 4, 1863. Georgetown, B.C. 
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The marriage of Nettie Ann to Harry I. Henley resulted in two boys, my 

grandfather Harrison J. Henley and my great-uncle Will L. Henley. In 1899 

ten-year-old Harrison (Harry) writes an Easter note to his grandmother 

Sarah Ann in Mankato, Minnesota that opens with “My Dear Grandma and 

Uncle John. I hope you are both well. I am well and so is mama papa Willie 

and Uncle John.” The mention of Uncle John and the address helped me fill 

in some gaps in the final years of John Rubbins, son of John H. Rubbins.  

Grandfather Harry’s Easter note (below) is the first example the family has 

of art from self-taught artist Alfred S. Henley, my 2nd great-uncle, who 

decorated the envelope  

Personal art on letters and postcards is found on a number of our family 

documents. Examples include a 1913 postcard from Will to his mother (on 

next page), and a letter written to Harry I. Henley from the artist O. C. 

Seltzer (envelope featured at the beginning of this article). 

 1860s TO 1890s — CIVIL WAR GENERATION LETTERS 
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One of the first references to family pets in correspondence is a postcard  

from Harry J. Henley in 1911. Harry sends a street photo postcard on July 

10th on which he writes “Hello Mama. This is my little dog, (Deamon) isn’t 

he pretty he sure is one swell dog.” A note from Harry on the picture side of 

the postcard suggests regular written contact with his mother when he says, 

“Just received your letter dated July 6th. Will write in the morning.” 
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Postcards without personal notes have also given me information about my 

family history. A 1917 postcard from Butte, Montana gave me a new address 

for my great-grandmother, and an example of the handwriting for my great- 

uncle’s first wife, Goldie Verser.  
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A handful of letters from the early 1920s give an indication of tensions 

between the brothers as they deal with the challenges each are facing 

making their way in the world. After the death of grandfather Harry J’s first 

wife in December of 1918 during the Spanish Flu epidemic, and the death of 

great-grandfather Harry I. in May of 1919, great-uncle Will, now going by 

Bill, writes to his brother Harry J. in early 1920 encouraging him to pack up 

and move to Europe with their mother, Nettie.  

Bill had a short career in vaudeville before going to Europe in 1918. There, 

he met other soldiers to form a jazz band called the White Lyres. From 

letters Bill sends to his brother and mother in January of 1920, I read the 

first mention of Bill’s new wife or girlfriend Riri, learn that Bill has an interest 

in a club, is looking for his own location for a café and restaurant, plans to 

come to Canada for a visit in the summer, and that Harry is under some 

kind of financial strain on his Saskatchewan homestead. 

Bill’s letter to Harry on January 26, 1920 gives an indication of the 

environment in France post World War I at the beginning of the Roaring 

Twenties when he writes, 

 

 “Well I’m trying hard to find a place of my own to open 

as a café and restaurant, have an angel and also a little 

capital of my own and don’t think I’ll be long getting 

established. Places are scarce here and prices are 

inflated, something more than even before. People 

can’t seem to get down to business, ask five times the 

worth of what they want to sell and when you agree to 

buy at their own figure they back down and want 

more.” 

 

Bill eventually opens his own club, Harry’s financial issues farming in 

Saskatchewan grow, and grandmother Nettie does travel to Europe. Letters 

that grandmother Nettie writes home to Harry tell a lot about the family 

relationships. After living with grandfather Harry and his second wife Violet 

in Regina, in 1922 at sixty-five years old Nettie travels solo from 

Saskatchewan to Quebec, boards the Empress of France to Cherbourg, 

travels six hours by train to Paris, sixteen hours by train to Marseilles, then 

boards the S. S. Malwa for a week long trip to Alexandria joining Bill on a 

tour of Egypt with the White Lyres. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 1920s – THE ROARING TWENTIES, PARIS DURING THE JAZZ AGE 
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During her ship travel Nettie writes a number of notes about the trip and two 

lengthy letters back to Harry. When she arrives in Alexandra a short but 

meaningful piece of correspondence is a telegram (below) to Harry on 

August 26th with the four words, “Mother here best health” may have been 

the first news Harry had received about his Mother since she left Regina. 

While on the Empress of France my great-grandmother writes about seeing 

an historic shipwreck in Newfoundland. On August 8, 1922, the HMS Raleigh 

ran aground at L’Anse Amour. Writing to Harry about shipboard life Nettie 

says, “Dinner at 7 P. M. we have music at all times. There is a very social lot 

on board. A few of us had a game of whist, but in the afternoon there was 

quite a little excitement when we received a wireless calling for help from a 

wrecked boat. A cruiser named Raleigh, a Flag ship. So we fairly race 

through the waves in order to reach the boat as soon as possible.” The 

Friday, April 11, 1922 edition of the Canadian Pacific Wireless Press, which 

Nettie includes in her letter home to Harry J., erroneously states that, “The 

crew, numbering 800, are all safe.” 

While in Paris news travels from Washington State that Bill’s first wife Goldie 

died on October 4th. Nettie writes to Harry: 

 

“I got a letter from Mrs. Verser she told me Goldie was 

dead. She died Oct-4. She sent for her body. Dear little 

girl. I will miss her letters. It just seems to me that it can’t 

be true. She sure was good to me.” 
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Letters from Paris to Saskatchewan during the 1920’s indicate that life 

during The Jazz Age is not all fun and frolic if you are a working musician. 

Writing to her son Harry in June of 1923, Nettie writes about Paris, social 

events, her health and Bill’s, then describes Bill’s work day: 

 

 “Will may be changed again the first of July. His hours 

are terrible now. From 4 P.M. till 4 A.M. no chance to go 

any place. It takes an hour to go and come and he 

sleeps till 3 P.M. His working hours now are from 5 to 7 

P.M., 10 to 1:30 A.M. then plays at 2 to 4 A.M. all for 

the same man at different places.” 

 

 

 

Later in the 1920s Bill buys and operates his own tavern then, as the good 

times turn into bad, Bill writes to Nettie in January 1931 to thank her for 

sending money and writes, “It’s a long long story but if I can just last 

another two months I’ll be OK I think.” Bill’s hopes do not come true as the 

contents of the taverne go to auction in October of 1931. 

  

 

 

 

 1930s – THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
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In 1933 with the Great Depression well under way the postcard below to his 

brother shows that Bill’s circumstances are not any better when he writes, 

during another period, from  Harry’s New York Bar, “Back at the old stand 

temporarily but under different, worse, conditions. Hope things are looking 

up with you – things here aren’t so hot but look for better times in the near 

future.” (Front of postcard is pictured on following page.) 

 

I consider myself fortunate to have these documents as a memory and 

resource in our family as they have given me a perspective into how my 

ancestors saw their world during their lives. For the family historian letters, 

postcards, telegrams can be an invaluable source of information. 
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Steve Henley  has been a member of AFHS for  two years. After being 
mildly interested in his family history for a number of years, Steve became 
deeply absorbed as he began to trace the lives of the people in the family 
tintype collection while trying to discover more about the person Jacob R. 
Phillips of the 80th New York Infantry, the owner of a New Testament 
given to Defenders of their Country by the New York Bible Society in 1864. 
 
After careers in Information Technology and Environmental Consulting, 
Steve has recently been experiencing the past as a background actor on 
Television shows like “Hell on Wheels” and “Damnation” filmed in the 
Calgary area. 

This is the other side of the postcard 

Bill sent to Harry, and is an 

indication of the working world in 

1933 — both in the note to Harry 

and in the song. Bill was playing/ 

working at the New York Bar for 

some time in 1932 after the auction 

of his Taverne. 

 

Today, Harrys New York Bar in Paris is still world-renowned. Here are some interesting links: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry%27s_New_York_Bar  

https://www.worldsbestbars.com/bar/paris/le-louvre/harry-s-new-york-bar 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry%27s_New_York_Bar
https://www.worldsbestbars.com/bar/paris/le-louvre/harry-s-new-york-bar
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KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH OUR PAST 

A 
lthough forms of communication continue to evolve over time, the 

basic need to communicate in order to share learning, build and 

maintain relationships, and evolve plans is critical. In today’s 

society, we communicate in so many ways: Email, Twitter, Texting, 

Facebook, etc., as well as through more traditional means. This issue of 

Chinook, which focuses on “Keeping in Touch – Mail & Telegraph”, might 

make us wistful for what might seem more personal forms of communication. 

Fictional authors often have used these forms of communication to 

complicate or explicate a story. Historians are careful to use these as means 

of tracking and verifying events. Poets are moved by the eloquence and 

emotion of the written word. All focus on interpersonal communication. 

Fiction 

Transatlantic by Colum McCann – This is a mesmerizing historical fiction 

which incorporates letters as plot device and for character revelation. This 

novel spans the decades from the first flight to Ireland from Newfoundland in 

1919 to 1998’s peace talks.  

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/207432/transatlantic-by-colum-

mccann/9780812981926/  

Non-Fiction 

About 19th Century Letter Writing – an interesting site which examines: 

Penmanship, Writing Materials, Sending a Letter, Social Significance, 

Salutations and Closings, and Spelling and Syntax. 

https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/moodie-traill/027013-4999-e.html?

PHPSESSID=6g24conoln687hoa9kfpq2e853 

 

The more than 220 letters available here have been selected to 

represent the lives of Susanna Moodie and Catharine Parr Traill from 

the late 1820s in England to the late 19th century in Canada. They include 

letters from John Moodie and Thomas Traill, as well as from Susanna and 

Catharine. 

https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/moodie-traill/027013-4000-e.html 

 

The Canadian Letters and Images Project 

The Canadian Letters and Images Project is an online archive of the Canadian 

war experience, from any war, as told through the letters and images of 

Canadians themselves. 

The Canadian Letters and Images Project brochure 

http://www.canadianletters.ca/collection-search 

.  

By Colleen P. Hetherington 

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/207432/transatlantic-by-colum-mccann/9780812981926/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/207432/transatlantic-by-colum-mccann/9780812981926/
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/moodie-traill/027013-4999-e.html?PHPSESSID=6g24conoln687hoa9kfpq2e853
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/moodie-traill/027013-4999-e.html?PHPSESSID=6g24conoln687hoa9kfpq2e853
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/moodie-traill/027013-4000-e.html
http://www.canadianletters.ca/system/files/clip.brochure.2016.pdf
http://www.canadianletters.ca/collection-search
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A gallery of letters from Canadian pioneers and immigrants who 

absolutely hated living in Canada 

http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/indescribably-sad-and-depressing-a-

gallery-of-letters-from-canadian-pioneers-and-immigrants-who-absolutely-

hated-it-here 

 

Famous Letters: Messages and Thoughts That Shaped Our World by 

Frank McLynn 

The great letters of history -- letters by the famous and powerful, letters that 

have themselves been part of the events that have changed history give us a 

unique window on the past. This book is an illustrated survey of 50 letters by 

some of the best-known men and women in history. Each was either 

intimately connected with famous moments in the past or throws a light on 

the personalities and celebrities of history. http://www.bookcrossing.com/

journal/10212901/  

Poetic 

Postcards Home by Christopher Wiseman 

https://canpoetry.library.utoronto.ca/wiseman/poem3.htm 

https://english.ucalgary.ca/profiles/christopher-wiseman  

 

 

 

http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/indescribably-sad-and-depressing-a-gallery-of-letters-from-canadian-pioneers-and-immigrants-who-absolutely-hated-it-here
http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/indescribably-sad-and-depressing-a-gallery-of-letters-from-canadian-pioneers-and-immigrants-who-absolutely-hated-it-here
http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/indescribably-sad-and-depressing-a-gallery-of-letters-from-canadian-pioneers-and-immigrants-who-absolutely-hated-it-here
http://www.bookcrossing.com/journal/10212901/
http://www.bookcrossing.com/journal/10212901/
https://canpoetry.library.utoronto.ca/wiseman/poem3.htm
https://english.ucalgary.ca/profiles/christopher-wiseman
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Old Letters: Preserving a Rare Genealogical     

Record Source               By  Melissa Barker 

S 
tationary, envelopes, postage stamps....what am I describing? Yes, 

an old fashioned, handwritten letter. 

Today most of us write emails, tweets, Facebook posts and texts to 

communicate with our family and friends. When was the last time 

you sat down and wrote an actual handwritten letter and mailed it to 

someone? This type of genealogy record source is what I call a "rare 

genealogical record source" because while the old letters still exist there are 

practically no new records of this type being produced. 

As genealogists what do we do with these old letters that we have in our 

family collections? We preserve and archive them!  

Before the actual physical archiving starts, I always encourage genealogists 

to scan or digitize their letters and to transcribe them word for word, that 

way once you have physically archived them you don't need to handle them 

as much. Handling them with your hands can cause damage over time if the 

items are handled a lot. 

Handwritten letter from Mattie to Miss Alice Reynolds dated October 25, 1903.  

Located at the Houston County, Tennessee Archives  
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When archiving old letters, it is important to keep the original envelope with 

the letter if it has been saved. There is valuable genealogical information on 

the envelope that you want to save. My advice is to remove the letter from 

the envelope, flatten the letter and put both the letter and the envelope into 

an archival polyester sleeve or into an archival page protector. Store them in 

an archival box or in a 3-ring binder and keep in a dry, dark place where it is 

preferably as cold as possible. Heat and humidity can destroy your 

documents, so it is always a good idea to store your records in a cold 

environment. 

Now, how do you find old letters in archives, libraries or any of our wonderful 

repositories that hold genealogical records? This task can be a bit difficult but 

if you are diligent you might just get rewarded.  

Most old letters will be found in Manuscript Collections. These collections of 

records are usually arranged by subject, surname or with titles such as "John 

Doe Papers 1871-1922". Once you have identified a collection that interests 

you, then you need to look at the Finding Aid. The finding aid is a document 

that is produced by the archivist and is an outline of what the collection is all 

about and will include a list of what is contained in each box. Most of the 

time the box list is not detailed by what each piece of paper is in each folder 

but rather it will say "Folder #1: Correspondence 1871-1888". You will have 

to open the file and read through the correspondence to see if there is 

anything of interest to your research.  

Lastly, let's not forget postcards! Our ancestors were avid users of postcards 

of all kinds. The preservation methods described earlier in this blog can be 

used with postcards. Also, postcards will be found in Manuscript Collections 

the same as old letters. Postcards come in all shapes, sizes and kinds. There 

are even postcards made from photographs. If you are looking for a 

photograph of your ancestor, just maybe there is one out there that is on a 

postcard.   

Original envelope for letter by Miss Mary Carpenter with post mark of December 17, 1889, Erin, 

Tennessee.. Located at Houston County, Tennessee Archives  
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While the art of letter writing is no longer in fashion, we as genealogists have 

an opportunity to peer into our ancestors lives by reading their wonderful 

letters. The information that could be contained on our ancestors letters help 

us to put "meat on the bones" of the ones we are researching and helps their 

story come alive!  

Greeting card with letter sent to Mrs. 

W.T. Smith of Erin, Tennessee dated 

1919.  Notice how small this letter is 

next to this cell phone. Located in the 

Houston County, Tennessee Archives  

Postcard to Master Marshall W. Wynns 

in Erin, Tennessee from L.F.J. 

Located in the Houston County, 

Tennessee Archives 

Article previously published in Melissa Barker’s blog, A Genealogist in the Archives at: 
http://agenealogistinthearchives.blogspot.ca/ 

Melissa Barker is a Certified Archives Manager currently working as the Houston County, 
Tennessee Archivist. She is also a Professional Genealogist and lectures, teaches and 
writes about the genealogy research process, researching in archives and records 
preservation. She conducts virtual webinar presentations all across the United States for 
genealogical and historical societies. She writes a popular blog entitled A Genealogist in 
the Archives. She is the Reviews Editor for the Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) 
magazine FORUM. She writes a bi-weekly advice column entitled The Archive Lady that 
can be viewed at Abundant Genealogy.  

http://agenealogistinthearchives.blogspot.ca/
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WW1 SERVICE 

SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN FROM CALGARY:  

WORLD WAR I AND WORLD WAR II  

By Ann Williams 

CALGARY CONNECTIONS   

Calgary Connections promotes stories of families and institutions in Calgary. Do you have a story to 

share with us? Is there a certain topic that you would like to read stories about? Have these articles on 

Calgary churches prompted memories of family weddings? If so, we’d love to hear from you, maybe 

even receive wedding photos. Please e-mail your stories and suggestions to Ann Williams at 

 englishwelshsig@afhs.ab.ca 

T 
he Library and Archives Canada (“LAC”) http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/

eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/

Pages/personnel-records.aspx website lists those who enlisted in 

the WW1 Canadian Expeditionary Force. Notably: 

• 46 men who gave their birthplace as Calgary, Alberta. Of the 46, only 

nine had surnames that did not begin with Mac or Mc, and three of those 

were “Smiths”.  

• 1102 people who enlisted in Calgary, including five nurses. Very few of 

the 1102 were born in Calgary, showing that then, as now, the 

population of Calgary was fluid but increasing.  

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (“CWGC”) (http://

www.cwgc.org/) website lists:  

• 384 servicemen killed in WW1 whose next-of-kin lived in Calgary, Alberta 

including men with these names from Calgary`s early history: CURRIE, 

DUTTON, McDOUGALL, RILEY, ROULEAU and PINKHAM. 

Of the 384 men listed by the CWGC, six served at sea, four in the air and 

the remainder with ground forces. Their graves are in Belgium, Britain, 

Canada, France, Greece, Iraq and Turkey. Two of the men are buried in the 

Canadian Military Section of Brookwood Cemetery in Surrey, England. Follow 

this link to take a tour of the cemetery’s military section http://

thebignote.com/2012/12/03/brookwood-military-cemetery-a-tour-of-the-

commonwealth-section/  

 

 

mailto:englishwelshsig@afhs.ab.ca
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/personnel-records.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/personnel-records.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/personnel-records.aspx
http://www.cwgc.org/
http://www.cwgc.org/
http://thebignote.com/2012/12/03/brookwood-military-cemetery-a-tour-of-the-commonwealth-section/
http://thebignote.com/2012/12/03/brookwood-military-cemetery-a-tour-of-the-commonwealth-section/
http://thebignote.com/2012/12/03/brookwood-military-cemetery-a-tour-of-the-commonwealth-section/
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Fifteen men with Calgary next-of-kin died at Vimy Ridge and a sixteenth 

earned a Victoria Cross there. This was little (5ft. 2½ inches tall), English-

born John George PATTISON, a Private in the 50th (Calgary) Battalion, 

whose wife, Sophia, and four young children were back home at 1622-1st 

Avenue, Westmount, Calgary. The citation for his award was published in 

The London Gazette: 

Victoria Cross. 

No. 808887 Pte John George Pattison, Can Infy 

For most conspicuous bravery in attack. When the advance of our 

troops was held up by an enemy machine-gun, which was 

inflicting severe casualties, Pte Pattison, with utter disregard of 

his own safety, sprang forward and, jumping from shell-hole to 

shell-hole, reached cover within 30 yards of the enemy gun. From 

this point, in the face of heavy fire he hurled bombs, killing and 

wounding some of the crew, then rushed forward, overcoming 

and bayonetting the surviving five gunners. His valour and 

initiative undoubtedly saved the situation and made possible the 

further advance to the objective. (The London Gazette, 

Supplement 30215, p. 7907 https://www.thegazette.co.uk/

London/issue/30215/supplement/7907). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following men with Calgary kin had medal citations 

published in the London Gazette: 

 

 

 VIMY RIDGE VICTORIA CROSS 

          WW I MEDALS 

Name Medal London Gazette Issue 

ALLEN, Thoburn Stephens Military Cross Supplement 30204 p. 7643 

ROBERTSON, Stanley Currie Military Cross Supplement 29837 p. 11549 

SCOTT, George Herbert Military Cross Issue 13012 p. 2105 

WW1  British Military Cross 

https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/30215/supplement/7907
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/30215/supplement/7907
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The CWGC website lists:  

• 525 men and one woman (Rosella Henry of the Canadian Women’s Army 

Corps) killed in WW2 whose next-of-kin lived in Calgary. Of the 526:  

 1 soldier died in the evacuation of Dunkirk (May 26 - June 4, 1940)  

 3 airmen died in the Battle of Britain (July 10 – October 31, 1940)  

 3 soldiers died in the Dieppe raid (August 19, 1942)  

 2 soldiers and 2 airmen died in the invasion of Sicily (July 9 – August 

17, 1943), and  

 3 soldiers died in the D-Day invasion of Normandy (June 6-7, 1944). 

The graves of the 526 are in Algeria, Austria, Belgium, Britain, Burma, 

Canada, Egypt, the Faroe Islands, France, Germany, Greece, Holland, Italy, 

Libya, Malta, New Caledonia (in the Pacific Ocean), Norway, Poland, 

Singapore and the United States.  

Twenty-eight of the 526 were buried at Brookwood Military Cemetery in 

Surrey, England. Their names are inscribed on the columns of this memorial. 

WW2 Canadian War Diaries indicate that Canadian 

servicemen buried at Brookwood were given military 

funerals attended by officers and men that they 

served with, firing parties (for 3-volley salutes over 

their graves), a bugler (for playing “The Last Post”) 

and pall bearers. If necessary, military chaplains 

would arrange for firing parties, buglers and pall 

bearers to be “borrowed” from the ranks of the many 

Canadian soldiers stationed in Aldershot, just a few 

miles from Brookwood. 

For Canadian soldiers who died in England or Wales, 

the usual civilian form of Death Certificate is 

available. One certificate advises that the Canadian 

soldier died from a bullet wound to the head and 

gives the date of the inquest. Details in the War 

Diaries indicated that a fellow soldier, (court 

martialled for the incident) had been cleaning his 

rifle. Another certificate describes a Canadian soldier 

who died from “Contusion of the brain due to a fall 

from a motor bicycle he was riding” and, again, gives 

the date of the inquest.  

 

 WW2 SERVICE 

1939-1945 Memorial, Brookwood Military Cemetery - 

pictures from the CWGC website 
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Some young men from Calgary chose to enlist in 

the forces of allied countries (to a lesser extent, 

this also happened in WW1), as was the situation 

in this death:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published on-line by the Canadian Virtual War Memorial 
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/
memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/
detail/2451567  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
These men with Calgary kin had their medal citations published in the 

London Gazette: 

 

 

 WW II MEDALS 

The news clipping reads: 

JOHN ARCHIBALD LITTLEWOOD 

Former Calgary boy who was killed in a 

Royal Air Force accident overseas 

recently. News of Pilot Officer 

Littlewood’s death was received here 

yesterday by his parents Major and 

Mrs. P. P. Littlewood. Twenty years of 

age, he was the only son of the Calgary 

couple.  He proceeded to England to 

join the R.A.F. last May, and is the first 

Calgary casualty of this war. 

Name Medal London Gazette Issue 

ANDERSON, William Andrew Distinguished Flying Cross Issue 35940 p. 1246 

JOYCE, Robert Gray Air Force Cross Supplement 37598 p. 2816 

KAWIUK, George Military Medal Supplement 36850 p. 5862 

MACKID, John Goodsir Distinguished Flying Cross Issue 35430, p. 395 

MELLSTROM, Melborn Leslie Distinguished Flying Cross Supplement 37094 p. 2669 

McNEILL, John Gordon Distinguished Flying Cross Supplement 3613 p. 3630 

McROBERTS, Robert Cowan Distinguished Flying Cross Supplement 36756 p. 4814 

PULLAR, William Stewart Distinguished Flying Cross Supplement 36665 p. 3881 

http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2451567
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2451567
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2451567
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Ann Williams has been a member of the AFHS for many years and is currently 
the co-ordinator of the English/Welsh SIG. Ann’s family research is solely in 
England and Wales and she is also a member of the Sussex Family History Group, 
the Clwyd Family History Society and the Guild of One-Name Studies. Her current 
research obsession is the Canadian WW2 army while in Southern England.  

In most instances the men are simply listed as a recipient of a certain 

medal, however, below is the citation published for John Goodsir Mackid: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Distinguished Flying Cross. 

 

Flight Lieutenant John Goodsir MACKID (41042), No. 97 

Squadron. In December, 1941, Squadron .Leader Sherwood 

and Flight Lieutenant Mackid participated as leaders of 

formations of aircraft, in a daylight attack on the battle 

cruisers Gneisenau and Scharnhorst at Brest. Extremely 

heavy and accurate anti-aircraft fire and opposition from 

enemy fighters was encountered but, although Squadron 

Leader Sherwood's aircraft was hit several times by shellfire, 

he skilfully kept his formation together and finally an 

accurate run was made over the target. Flight Lieutenant 

Mackid admirably supported Squadron Leader Sherwood 

and pressed home a successful attack with great 

determination. Throughout the operation, which demanded 

a high degree of skill and courage, both these officers 

played a conspicuous part and contributed materially to the 

success obtained. 

If this article jogs memories of your WWI military family members, 

or other stories of the Great War, we would love you to write 

about them for the Spring 2018 issue of Chinook.                

(Submission deadline: February 15, 2018) 
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LET’S CONNECT  

CHINOOK & AFHS NEWS UPDATES  

 

Facebook    www.facebook.com/AlbertaFHS  

Google+ Page  https://plus.google.com/107346277155546489036/posts?hl=en 

LinkedIn Page  www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-family-histories-society 

Twitter    www.twitter.com/AlbertaFHS 

 

AFHS DISCUSSION & SOCIAL MEDIA SITES 

Join the conversation on our discussion board as well as our social media outlets.  

Participate in a discussion by  going to the  AFHS DISCUSSION  section of the RootsWeb website  

and follow the instructions given there about how to join the list.  

http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/GenealogicalSocieties/AFHS-DISCUSSION.html  

If you have any difficulty signing up, please contact the AFHS Webmaster. webmaster@afhs.ab.ca 

OUR SOCIAL MEDIA OUTLETS  

AFHS DISCUSSION BOARD 

http://www.facebook.com/AlbertaFHS
https://plus.google.com/107346277155546489036/posts?hl=en
http://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-family-histories-society
http://www.twitter.com/AlbertaFHS
http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/AFHS-DISCUSSION.html
mailto:webmaster@afhs.ab.ca
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CALL FOR ARTICLES 

CHINOOK & AFHS NEWS UPDATES  

 

If you are an AFHS member, you will receive our email 

newsletter, the WINDSOCK to be notified about:  

• Library closures  

• Highlighted content from our website and social media  

• Latest editions of Chinook available for download. (Chinook is 
only distributed via email, so keep your email address up to 
date.) 

If you are have trouble receiving the Windsock: 

Contact our Webmaster to confirm we have your correct  e-mail 
address. webmaster@afhs.ab.ca  

THE WINDSOCK 

Please email editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca for more information or to submit an article!  

We want your stories! 

For most of us, education in Canada appears to have always been 
as it is now: children go to school at a certain age, they progress 
through a graded system, they are taught by qualified teachers, 
they are given instruction in a variety of subjects, and eventually 
they graduate with a diploma, certificate or degree. This, however, 
has not always been true. Education in this new country was full of 
fits and starts, controversy and conflict. Differences occurred at 
almost all levels from the family, the differing religious and 
immigrant affiliations, right up through to the governing bodies of 
the day. If you have a story that will expand Chinook’s reader’s 
minds, please send it our way! 

 

For those worried about grammar, spelling or writing in general, 
editing and support are available! 

 

 

Theme          Submission Deadline  Issue Date    Volume, Number 

Education in a New Land      November 15, 2017   January 2018   Volume 38, N. 1 

WW1          February 15, 2018   April 2018    Volume 38, N. 2 

TBD           May 15, 2018    July 2018    Volume 38, N. 3 

PUBLICATION & SUBMISSION DATES: 

School children with teacher in front of school in Ontario about 1900.  

 Wikipedia.com 

mailto:webmaster@afhs.ab.ca
mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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We were most fortunate to have Dave Obee as our opening Keynote Speaker. He 

gave three talks: Decoding the Dash, Family History in Western Canada, 12 

Reasons to Get Moving on DNA, and Crowdsourcing Your Family Research. AFHS 

was indeed fortunate to have this prominent Canadian attend our event. His list 

of accomplishments is too long to list here, but we would like to acknowledge 

his most recent award of the 2017 Bill Good Award by the Jack Webster 

Foundation, which honours a BC journalist, broadcaster, builder or educator who 

has made a significant contribution to the field of journalism or the community-

at-large.  

INSIDER’S GUIDE TO THE AFHS 

AFHS is full of fascinating people and engages in numerous activities, programs, and events. This 

section features stories and photos about our members and the activities they participate in. 

Members are invited to share their thoughts, suggestions or stories at editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca. 

DAVE OBEE 

FAMILYROOTS 2017 

A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE! 

AFHS is pleased to announce they 

hosted a successful conference at SAIT 

on September 23rd!  

There were so many memorable 

moments. We hope the following 

photos and stories will bring back your 

memories if you attended, or encourage 

you to attend our next conference if 

you were not able to join us this year! 

mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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The Friday night banquet at Fort Calgary was a wonderful event. Guests were treated to an 

inspiring talk on DNA by Lesley Anderson from Ancestry, a fabulous meal prepared by the 

chefs at Fort Calgary, and the company of like-minded people who share their passion while 

sitting in a venue that celebrates Calgary’s past! You can’t get much better than this! 

 

Top Left: Guests gather before dinner. 

Bottom Left: Registrar, Marion Peterson & Velma 

Boyer 

Above: President, Sheila Bjerroskov & Conference 

Chair, Tara Shymanski 

Lesley Anderson & Fort Calgary 

In additions to the talk on DNA, 

Lesley did two more 

presentations on Using Ancestry 

Online and Researching your 

Female Lines. 
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Lorna Laughton provided help for those hoping to feel less overwhelmed 

by all their genealogy “stuff” in her illuminating talk, “A Place for Every-

thing: Canadian family history examples in an organizational system.” 

Audience members were advised that although “genealogy organization 

appears to be physical sorting work (paper files, computer files). It is 

brain work—making decisions.” She also stressed that your reason or 

motivation, a positive attitude and a consistent process are all vital 

components in any successful organizational system. 

Lorna Laughton 

Tara Shymanski provided conference participants with numerous 

resources in her talk “Canadian Census Records: A Guide to Sources for 

Family History Research.” She highlighted records found in archives, 

agricultural census records and census indexes, as well as examples of 

how to analyze your findings to ensure your data is accurate. 

Marion Peterson & Bev Smith 

Tara Shymanski 

Marion Peterson and Bev Smith shared their knowledge on Legacy and Family Tree Maker, two popular 

genealogy software programs, in their talk, “Our Stories on Our Computers.” They provided  detailed 

comparisons of each program and examined many of the benefits of having such a program on your 

computer. Participants were also made aware of the User Groups that AFHS offers members at the library. 

Following the talk, audience members were able to view the beautiful display featuring the charts and reports 

that can be generated by these programs. 



 

                           Chinook  Fall, October 2017  |   Volume 37, Number 4             34 

John Althouse gave three sessions — the first, “Like Sowing Winter Wheat”:    

Introducing Genealogy to Children and Youth, the second, on What the don’t tell 

you on “Who Do you Think You Are”, and the final closing keynote encouraged 

participants to “Think Locally”. This final talk, filled with John’s obvious depth of 

experience and passion for genealogy, was a true treat for everyone in attend-

ance! 

John Althouse 

Earl Schultz 

Earl Shultz’ talk on Using DNA to Solve Genealogy Problems provided 

participants with a window into the world of DNA and how it can be used 

to solve genealogy mysteries. He covered the differences between the  

three different DNA tests and the four different approaches to making use 

of DNA to solve problems. He stressed that although DNA is never wrong, 

it can be misinterpreted, which is why it is important to become informed 

on how to make use of this exciting tool for genealogists.    
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Conestoga Wagons and Prairie Schooners 

History Magazine, (2017, August/September), 18(6), 14-16. 

 

Demystifying the Freemasons  

The Freemasons are the oldest and largest fraternal organization in the world. This article 

covers the history of the organization and affiliated groups. The author gives tips on how 

to trace your Freemason ancestor and includes a list of over 20 websites to use for your 

research.  

Internet Genealogy, (2017, August/September), 12(3), 45-49. 

 

Emigration Movement From the Borshchiv Area to Canada in the Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries  

Ihor Voronchak has researched the history of the Borshchiv area for many years and written over one hundred 

articles on the subject. Here he describes the social and economic reasons for the mass emigration of Ukrainans from 

the Borshchiv region to Canada beginning in 1896. The Borshchiv Raion is a raion (a district within Ternopil Oblast) in 

western Ukraine, an area known as Galicia. The author includes many family names with their villages of origin as well 

as personal stories of the struggles faced by the immigrants upon their arrival in Canada.  

East European Genealogist, Quarterly of the East European Genealogical Society Inc., (2017, Spring), 25(3), 8-28. 

 

Founding Mothers of Acadia 

This updated list of the Mothers of Acadia mtDNA Project includes the woman’s name, date of marriage and 

husband’s name and the mtDNA haplotypes determined by testing of descendants. The project is searching for any 

descendants of the following women: Jeanne AIMEE, Louise BARTINEAU, Perrine BASILE, Anne LAVACHE, Anne 

OUESTNOROUEST and others. If your maternal line links back to any of these Mothers of Acadia and you would like 

to participate, details are included in the article. 

American-Canadian Genealogist, (2017, 2nd Trimester), 43(149), 86-91. 

 

It’s a Navvy’s Life for Me  

According to my dictionary a navvy is a laborer employed in the excavation and construction of a road, railroad, or 

canal. This article describes the life of such a builder in the United Kingdom during the reign of Queen Victoria. Was 

your British ancestor a carpenter, joiner, mason or a bricklayer? If so, you will want to learn more about the wages, 

health, safety and general working conditions of this time period. 

Family Tree, (2017, September), 33(12), 32-36. 

 

Ordinary Men, Extraordinary Experiences 

The author, Delwyn Blondell tells us the story of seven soldiers from her family tree that all perished during the First 

World War. Most served with the New Zealand Expeditionary Force but one ancestor was with the Australian forces 

and one with the Canadian Forces. Surnames include: BECK, BLACKSTOCK, BROWN, CAMERON, CAMPBELL, GRIBBEN, 

LAY, MATTHEWS, MCKAY, RICE, SHIELDS, SPENCER, VIRTUE and WILSON, 

The New Zealand Genealogist, (2017, June), 48(365), 102-104. 

WHAT’S OUT THERE? By Linda Murray  

 

Linda Murray is an active volunteer 
with the AFHS and is the Chair of 
the Library Committee. She loves 
working in the library and helping 
others to discover their ancestry. 
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Our Community Shoal Harbour 

This report on the history and times of Shoal Harbour, Newfoundland was written as a 4-H project in about 1965. In 

addition to a physical description of the town is some history of the early settlers and descriptions of churches, 

schools and shops. Also included are lists of all persons who served in World War I and II and a complete list of 

home owners as of 1965. 

The Newfoundland Ancestor, (2017, Summer), 33(2), 75-84. 

 

Pedigree Briefs/Updates 

Do you have ancestors from Cumberland, England? If so, check out some of the surnames being researched by 

members of this society: ARMSTRONG, BEATTIE, BRAITHWAITE, ELLIOT, GRAHAM, HENDERSON, HUDSON, KIRKBY, 

NOBLE, SIMPSON, STOREY, TYLER and WATSON. See the article for additional surnames and contact information 

for the researchers. 

The Newsletter of the Cumbria Family History Society, (2017, May), No. 163, 65. 

 

Using Y-DNA to Research Irish Surnames  

Dr. Maurice Gleeson explains why DNA and in particular Y-DNA is such a good tool to employ for researching 

surnames. Some of the oldest surnames in Europe are Irish surnames and the use of DNA can potentially help 

genealogists break down their Irish brick walls. He suggests the best test to get started and the reasons why you 

should join a surname project to get the greatest benefit from your DNA results. 

Irish Roots, (2017, Second Quarter), 102(2), 18-19. 

 

WHAT’S OUT THERE? 

AFHS PUBLICATIONS 

These publications provide information on personal data and local historical events. Many of the lists are fully searchable 

on the AFHS website and are available as paper prints. Prices represent reproduction costs only. All are printed in black 

and white on 8 ½” x 11” pages and cerlox bound. Consult the AFHS website for descriptions of these publications. 

Alberta Local Histories Listing (68 pages)  $15.00           

Births, Deaths, Marriages from Calgary Newspapers 1883-89 (40 pages)      $20.00 

Births, Deaths, Marriages from Calgary Newspapers 1890-99 (205 pages)     $30.00 

Nominal Rolls of 50th Battalion, CEF, 1914-15 (45 pages; also included in Digital 

Library Volume V)                     $20.00 

Nominal Rolls of 3rd, 12th and 13th Regiments, Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF,  

1915-16 (70 pages)                   $25.00 

Obituary Index of Turner Valley Oilfields Residents, Past and Present (35 pages)   $15.00 

South Calgary High School 1915-21, 1928-29 & Calgary Normal School 1929-30  

Class Lists (44 pages)                   $15.00 

The Barr Colonists 1903 (38 pages)               $15.00 

The MacDonald Family of Cochrane and Mount Royal Ranch (24 pages)     $15.00 

For additional information about how to order copies of publications, consult the AFHS website: http://

afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications or send an email to projects@afhs.ab.ca  

http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
mailto:projects@afhs.ab.ca
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AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME I (CD)                  PRICE $30.00 

This volume contains over 68,000 records from 69 cemeteries in Southern Alberta (consult the AFHS website for the 

complete list), including about 11,000 records from the Calgary Crematorium and 2,000 records from the Chevra Kadusha 

(Jewish) Society. Volume I was completed in 2001. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME II (CD)              PRICE $20.00 

Volume II contains 24,500 records from two cemeteries on Garden Road that straddle the eastern boundary of the Calgary 

city limits: MD of Rockyview Garden of Peace and Mountain View Cemetery. This volume was completed in 2003. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME III (CD)              PRICE $20.00 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUMES IV-X (CD)                     PRICE $25.00 (EACH) 

Each of these seven CDs includes monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs from a 

particular area or section within Queen’s Park Cemetery, Calgary. Volumes can be purchased individually or as a complete 

library in Volume XI. (Consult the AFHS website for a description of each volume.) 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XIII (DVD)              PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs for military markers in 

Burnsland, Queen’s Park, St Mary’s and Union cemeteries, Calgary. Many additional photos from the Military Museum, 

Peacekeeping Parks, Currie Barracks, Armoury, Memorial Drive and other areas are also included. Volume XIII was 

completed in 2010. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XI (DVD)             PRICE $50.00 

This DVD includes the transcriptions, photos and burial records for all 66,655 burials in Queen’s Park Cemetery individually 

contained in Volumes I to X. Volume XI was completed in 2009. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XII (DVD)              PRICE $50.00  

This DVD contains monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs for 16,634 entries in Sections 

A-F, H-N and P of Burnsland Cemetery, Calgary. Volume XII was completed in 2010. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XIV (DVD)              PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains 13,557 entries from 20 sections of St. Mary’s Cemetery and 2,391 entries from St. Mary’s Pioneer 

Cemetery with monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs. Volume XIV was completed in 

2012. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XV (DVD)              PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains 22,779 entries from the 20 sections within Union Cemetery, Calgary, Alberta. The data includes 

monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs. Union Cemetery is Calgary’s oldest cemetery. 

Volume XV was completed in 2013. 

SOUTHERN ALBERTA CEMETERY RECORDS 
 

The AFHS has produced 15 volumes of records from Southern Alberta cemeteries. Each volume is individually priced 

and available for purchase. The volumes contain monument transcriptions, burial records and many photographs of 

the memorials. To order click http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications  

 

http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
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For more information on how to register as a member, please 

visit our website : www. afhs.ab.ca 

Copyright Notice: ©2017 Alberta Family Histories Socie-
ty. All rights reserved. Reproduction or use of any part of 
Chinook, without permission, is prohibited. Authors re-
tain copyright of their articles and photographs pub-
lished in Chinook, unless otherwise noted. 

ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 

BECOME A MEMBER 

The Alberta Family Histories Society (AFHS) is a non-

profit organization formed in 1980 to promote and 

encourage an interest in family history research 

worldwide.  

To find out more about the Society please visit:       

(http://afhs.ab.ca)  

Membership in the Society is open to anyone interested in 

family history and genealogy.  

The AFHS membership period runs from January 1 to December 

31. Applications received after August 1 will be applied to the 

following year.  

Annual Membership Fees  

Individual, Senior  $40 

Family   $50 

Institution  $60 

OUR PUBLICATIONS 

OUR LIBRARY 

CHINOOK 

A list of AFHS publications and information on how to purchase 

copies may be found on the Society’s website.                     

(http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml)  

The Society’s library, containing thousands of items of interest to 

family historians, is located in the AFHS offices and is open to 

members and the general public free of charge. For hours of 

operation, please consult the Calendar on the AFHS website or 

phone 403-214-1447. 

Chinook is published quarterly by the Alberta Family Histories 

Society (AFHS) in October, January, April and July. Chinook is 

distributed to all AFHS members, and other family history 

societies and institutions around the world. 

 

http://afhs.ab.ca
http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml

