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A s the Committee has not yet solved the problem of being without a Chairman, I have changed 
the heading of this piece to a more appropriate one.  I hope to use it to keep you up to date with 

what the Committee are getting up to. 
 
Needless to say that due to the current Coronavirus situation we have had to cancel our Committee 
meetings, although we are still in contact via telephone and email. 
 
The help sessions on the 4th Thursday of the month at Broadway House have been cancelled too for 
the foreseeable future.   
 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel the March, April, May and June speakers’ meetings, but I am 
happy to say that we have rebooked them for next year, but I am holding on to the July meeting to 
see what happens nearer the time.  We currently have all but the July 2021 speakers meeting booked 
for the 2020/21 season, some very good speakers to look forward to. 
 
We are still hoping to hold the AGM in September, but obviously we will have to be guided by 
Government guidelines at the time.  I won’t finish typing up the September issue of Roots and 
Branches until the end of August to allow me to wait until the last minute to confirm or cancel the 
AGM, so look out for the notice. 
 
I still need to receive articles for the magazine, or comments on anything else is always welcome.  If 
there is a topic you would like to see covered in the magazine please let one of the Committee know 
and we could do some research and put an article together, it is ideas that we need. 
 
Linda Negus 

Membership No: 0620 

Secretary 
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We are all in some strange times at the moment with the Coronavirus keeping most of us self-isolating 

in our homes.  I hope that you are all managing to get your shopping delivered to you if necessary, and 

that you are going out for your daily exercise. 

 

Paul and I feel very lucky to live where we do in Kirton.  We have some beautiful countryside walks 

around us where there is plenty of space for the social distancing that is needed between people.   

 

To keep the people who normally kindly deliver your Roots and Branches safe, we have decided to post 

the magazine to you instead this month.  Inside you will find your membership renewal form, a nomina-

tion form for you to use for electing the members of the Committee for the Annual General Meeting 

that I hope will still take place in September, and a Member’s Interest form. 

 

As you know, we normally try to write up a piece about the Speaker’s Meetings to give those who are 

unable to attend a taste of what went on.  We will only have one this time, February, as that was the 

last meeting we were able to hold.   

 

Keep well and safe everyone. 

 

Linda Negus              

Membership No: 0620 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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M y father practised under the name of Radley, Smith & Co., but my childhood questions about 
[Radley] either went unanswered or were glossed over.  So I recently decided to use the tools now 

available to Family Historians to see what I could learn. 
 
A phone call to my father’s professional institute resulted in the following information: 
 

Radley Smith & Co is listed in the institute’s 1935 yearbook, with offices at 8 Waterloo 
Street Birmingham.  The address given for my father is the firm’s address, but for George 
Wilson Radley we have a residential address as well.  531 Church Road, Yardley, 
Birmingham.  Radley qualified in 1904, the same year that my father was born. 

 
The 1939 Register shows Radley as a retired chartered accountant (born 1877), living with his wife 
Mary at the same 531 Church Road.  An ideal address for a professional man working in Birmingham 
City Centre, not too far to travel.  Free BMD shows that they married in Aston (i.e. North Birmingham) 
1913 Q3. 
 
With the 1911 Census, things start to get more complicated. 

 George Wilson Radley is shown living in Westley Road, Acocks Green (quite close to 
Yardley) with his widowed mother Mary Elizabeth and her sister Sarah. 

 

 George Wilson is shown as a Chartered Accountant, born in 1877 In Lisburn, Co. Antrim in 
Ireland. 

 

 Mary Elizabeth is shown as a retired School Mistress, born in Richmond Virginia (U.S.A.) in 
1837 

 

 Sarah is shown as born in 1835 in Co. Durham. 
 
Clearly, the family moved around quite a bit, so I was intrigued enough to look further. 

 
The 1901 Census shows George Wilson Radley as a boarder / lodger at another address in Acocks 
Green, quite close to his subsequent addresses.  Age 24, occupation Accountant’s (presumably articled) 
Clerk.  So how does a lad born in Ireland come to be in Birmingham?  And where were his parents?  
Well, the 1901 Census shows them in Cockermouth, Cumberland.  Mary is shown as a British Subject, 
born in Virginia, and Joseph Radley is shown as a Retired Schoolmaster born in 1837 in Tottenham, 
London. 
 
The 1891 Census shows George Wilson Radley as a 14-year old pupil in Ackworth School, Hemsworth, 
Yorkshire.  A boarding school operated by The Friends (i.e., the Quakers). 
 
Find My Past then took me to the 1885 Quaker Congregational Records for Lisburn (Northern Ireland).  
Living in Prospect Hill we find Joseph and  Mary Elizabeth with their children George Wilson and Mary 
Louisa.  George Wilson Radley would have been about 8 at this time. 
 
Find My Past also has a copy of a page from the archives of the Society of Friends in Lisburn.  A public 
notice of a meeting being held (year not recorded) involving David Sampson who is described as a 
Missionary in the Mountains of N. Carolina and Virginia.  George Wilson and his sister Mary signed the 
book, but not their parents.  George gives his address as c/o Messrs Baker Gibson & Co, 39 Bennetts 
Hill, Birmingham (in the centre of the professional quarter of the city). 
 
 
Cont page 6 

 

GEORGE WILSON RADLEY 
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I have not followed up the lead given by this address in Birmingham, nor the other information in the 
archived document. 
 
As a footnote, perhaps I could add that the Quaker records are not easy to read because they don’t use 
names for months or days of the week.  They prefer to use numbers.  So, for example, Sunday the 10 th of 
July becomes First Day the 10th of Month 7. 
 
So, quite an intriguing family with a lot of moving about the world.  If anyone would like to do some 
further research, I’ll gladly pass them the papers I hold on this family as well as some relevant maps. 
 
Nicholas Smith 
(Treasurer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A History of the Ownership of the River Orwell                                   Andy Parker 
 
February’s Speaker meeting featured Andy Parker with his talk entitled “A History of the Ownership of 
the River Orwell”. Andy is a passionate historian who works closely with the Ipswich Maritime Trust and 
is a knowledgeable speaker in his field. 
 
His story started in 1200 when a charter drawn up by King John gave Ipswich the rights of the River 
Orwell and freedom to trade. This meant that Ipswich became the oldest town in the UK to have 
continuous trade with the Low Countries, mainly in wool from Lavenham. Ownership of the river was 
confirmed by patent and the jurisdiction of the maritime courts. By 1519 Ipswich had overtaken Dunwich 
as one of the largest ports on the east coast, centred on St. Peter’s Dock. Wool from Hadleigh, Lavenham 
and Monks Eleigh would arrive by cart in Ipswich through Westgate, or sail down the River Stour from 
Manningtree. The proximity to London was a major factor in the development of the road network 
between Ipswich and the capital. Ancient rivalry between Ipswich docks and Harwich docks was 
compounded when Henry VIII gave river rights to Ipswich and not Harwich, including flotsam, jetsam 
and suicide victims’ possessions. 

 
Between 1460 and 1500 there was a twelvefold increase in vessel movements. At this time Ipswich had 6 
markets, 11 churches, 2 priories, a monastery and 2 cattle markets. Ipswich had also become a tourist 
centre due to the vision of the Virgin Mary seen at the Our Lady of Grace chapel (the shrine can today be 
seen in Lady Lane behind the Wolsey theatre, Ipswich). From 1500 onwards the River Orwell charter 
itself inspired the growth and development of the river over the years. Shipbuilding expanded with 
Ipswich providing three ships for the Spanish Armada. By the 1840’s the wet dock had been constructed – 
the largest infrastructure in the UK at that time. 
 
Arriving at the present day, Andy explained some of the confusing history in proving ownership of the 
River Orwell and its foreshore. A stone marker on the tow path at Shotley divides the mouth of the river 
overseen by Harwich Harbour Board in one direction and the river overseen by Ipswich Port Authority on 
the adjacent side. This shows how events a long time ago still affect things today, prompting many 
questions from the audience who, like me, thoroughly enjoyed Andy’s most interesting talk. 
 
 
Ann Sanderson     
Membership No. 1292 

SPEAKER’S MEETING - FEBRUARY 
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M y Mother passed onto me a miniature cup and saucer saying that it had belonged to her Mother’s 

Grandmother, i.e. my Great Great Grandmother.  BUT the question is which one? 

 

My (maternal) Grandmother was Violet Alice Mary Clarke (1891-1926) 

Her parents were William Clarke  B 1863,  Clara Howard  B. 1856 

They married in 1889. 

 

William Clarke’s parents were John Clarke  B 1839, Fanny Stain  B.1841 

They married in 1862 

 

Clara Howard’s parents were William Howard   born about 1800,  Mary Geary born 1812.  They married 

in 1844 

 

So, two Great Grandmothers. Fanny Clarke (née Stain) and Mary Howard (née Geary). 

 

Fanny Stain’s father was a brickmaker and her husband was an agricultural labourer.  The 1861 census 

shows Fanny’s mother as a widow, her stepsister as a servant “out of place”, and her sister as a servant 

“out of place”.  Also, a grandson age 1.  There is no man in the house earning a wage, and the sisters are 

out of work, so it does not look likely that they were well off. 

 

Mary Geary was a farmer‘s daughter: Mary married in 1844 and seems to have had only one daughter, 

Clara.  1861 census Clara age 4 is with her grandparents.  1861 census the mother Mary Howard is the 

head of a boys’ school.  1871 census Clara age 14 is with her mother Mary Howard.  1881 census Mary 

Howard is now a widow, living in the Pilgrims Asylum, Islington.  She lives here as a pensioner/boarder 

until her death in 1909 age 96. 

 

I will never know who owned the cup and saucer, but I 
feel that it is more likely to have belonged to Mary 
Howard as she must have been better off financially.  
Also, maybe, keepsakes were passed from mother to 
daughter rather than mother to son. 
 
Many, many years ago when I lived in Birmingham a 
neighbour of two doors away said ’I have one of those 
cups and saucers, all I know is that it is old’ and she 
promptly gave it to us.  These two cups and saucers 
have been treasured since then. 

 
Pam Smith     
Membership No. 1180 
 

 

 

 

 

  

CUPS AND SAUCERS 
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WEBSITE UPDATES 
 

 

 

FindMyPast 

* Ayrshire, Kilmarnock Ratepayers 1838-1846, Valuation Roll 1874 and Voters Lists 1837-1852 

* Durham and Northumberland additional records 

* Further English and Welsh Electoral Registers 

Ancestry 

* Latvia Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1854-1909 

* USA, New York, Episcopal Diocese of Central New York Church Records, 1800-1970 

* USA, New York State, Extradition Requisition and Mandate Registers, 1857-1938 

* USA, South Carolina: Chesterfield County, Original Marriage licenses, 1911-1951; Probate Records, 

Files and Loose Papers, 1732-1964; Death Records, 1821-1968 

FamilySearch 

* England Death Record,1998-2015 (not complete and not from civil registration) 

* Brazil, Bahia, Civil Registration, 1877-1976 

* France, Insee Social Security Death Index, 1970-2019 

* France, Paris, Marriage Records, 1860-1918 

USA 

* California: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at San Francisco from Insular Possessions, 1907-1911; 

San Benito County Registrar, Burial Permits 1911-1948; Los Angeles, Angelus-Rosedale Cemetery/

Crematory Records, 1884-2002 

* Florida, Pensacola, Passenger lists of citizens and aliens arriving and departing at Pensacola, Florida, 

1924-1948 

* Mississippi, Death Certificate Index, 1912-1943 

 Nebraska, Naturalization Records, 1855-1989 

 Ohio, Cincinnati, Vine Street Hill Cemetery Index of Burials, 1851-1986  

* Pennsylvania Mortality Schedules, 1850-1880 

* Vermont, Passenger Lists, 1895-1924 

TheGenealogist 

*  Colour Tithe Maps for Essex 

Deceased Online 

* Weaste Cemetery, Salford 

My Heritage 

* Brazil, Pernambuco Deaths, 1930–2017 

* New Zealand, Electoral Rolls, 1881–1935 

RootsIreland.ie 

* Cork: Adrigole (baptisms, 1830-1910; marriages, 1831-1910), Allihies (baptisms, 1822-1913; 

marriages, 1823-1872), Ballydesmond (baptisms, 1888-1915; marriages, 1889-1915), Boherbue 

(baptisms, 1864-1904; marriages, 1863-1910), Castletownbere (baptisms, 1820-1908; marriages, 1817-

1915), Eyeries (baptisms, 1860-1915; marriages, 1823-1910) andMillstreet (baptisms, 1854-1903; 

marriages, 1855-1903) 

* 600 transcriptions of marriage records for the Roman Catholic parish of Clara & Horseleap 

© IHGS Newsletter 
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A  few months ago, I took out a subscription to the Western Front Association (WFA), hoping that I 
may get some leads to find more about my great uncles who fought and died in World War I. 

 
Just after I had joined, I received an email inviting members to take part in Project Alias.  It seems that 
many soldiers fought under assumed names (as did one of my great uncles) but while these are recorded 
on pension cards (which are found on Fold3 and which the subscription allowed me to access), not all are 
noted in Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) records.  The first phase was quite quick, 
comprising a series of spreadsheets which needed checking between Fold 3 and CWGC.  As far as I was 
concerned, not much came out of this. 
 
The current phase requires volunteers to take on one or more ‘drawers’ of pension cards (a few hundred 
per drawer) and to go through them one by one.  If the card has ‘alias’ or ‘see also’ or similar noted, then 
these are recorded as aliases.  In some cases, the alias is noted on CWGC but for a large number, that link 
is not there on CWGC.  If you are researching a relative who died in the Great War, you could therefore 
easily miss a record. 
 
Just to complicate matters, there are quite a few cards with more than one man listed and sometimes 
they have different surnames.  Sometimes this just means they are step-brothers (also quite useful to 
know in family history research) but in others, there is an alias.  One card that I went through had three 
different surnames, none an alias as far as I could make out! 
 
Working on this exercise really brings home the horror of the war – so many men with the same name, 
so many listed as ‘missing’.  One I saw had survived the war but died in 1919 of influenza, not unusual 
but a sad irony for a survivor. 
 
I can share a couple of examples of stories that have come to light: 
“On spreadsheet 65, one of the volunteers remarked as follows "J Walls/J Watts recorded separately on 
Thiepval Memorial as well as under true family name - so recorded 3 times!" 
  
The records on the CWGC are here. 
 https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/807276/o'neill,-john/  
 https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/818832/walls,-john/  
  

This has now been tidied up on the CWGC website, with the deletion of the 'spurious' entry for WATTS 
and corrected the WALLS entry to the 'alias' entry.”  I presume it will take more time to correct the 
recordings on the memorial itself.  Nothing to do with the project although memories brought to the 
surface by our work, was the sad story of the Souls family.  Their story is quite long and is recorded in the 
following link: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gloucestershire/content/articles/2006/11/10/remembrance_souls_feature.shtml 
 
In brief, there were six brothers, five of whom were eligible for service.  Three were killed in 1916 and 
the remaining two (twins, I believe) died in 1918.  Sadly, the mother overheard cruel gossip about how 
well off she must be with five pensions for her sons!  She and her young son moved to a nearby village 
and there the youngest died of meningitis. 
 

Although it is quite hard at times to keep reading of the many ways in which men met their end in or as a 

result of WWI, I find the process overall to be very rewarding – at least it is something I can do while I am 

‘socially distancing’ myself from others!                  Steve Deacon   Membership No.1195 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/807276/o'neill,-john/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/818832/walls,-john/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gloucestershire/content/articles/2006/11/10/remembrance_souls_feature.shtml
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A 
ll family historians will be familiar with the concept of tracing the direct male line back many 
generations.  What helps considerably is that all the men in the chain usually have the same 
surname.  It has been possible to trace my Sutton family back 12 generations to William 

Sutton of Hawkinge, Kent.  Less familiar is the concept of tracing the direct female line.  The 
obvious difference is that all the women in the chain usually have different surnames; and yet they 
are as closely related to each other as are the men in the separate chain. 
 
My mother was Eileen Florence Lovie Pickering (1913-2008).  The name Eileen was chosen simply 
because she was born the day after St Patrick’s Day.  Back in 1913 Ireland was still an integral part 
of the United Kingdom.  My grandmother had visited Ireland on holiday and so it would have been 
natural for to decide to call her daughter Eileen. 
 
Eileen was also given her mother’s name Florence as a second Christian name.  Eileen’s third 
Christian name was Lovie, which was a variant of Louisa, which was the Christian name of 
Florence’s mother. 
 
If we take the direct female line in the opposite direction we come to Eileen’s daughter Jane Sutton 
who is my sister.  Jane’s daughter is Margaret Johnson who is Eileen’s granddaughter.  In these days 
of DNA testing it is possible to trace Mitochondrial DNA (the direct female line) for hundreds of 
thousands of years.  That is because DNA remains unchanged over that length of time. 
 
Margaret had a Mitochondrial DNA test.  This showed that in the direct female line Margaret had 
ancestry in the Middle East.  She was related to the Ashkenazim Jews, the Kurds and the Druze, all 
of whom are communities living in the Middle East.  
 
So what success have I had in identifying the individual women in Margaret’s direct female line?  
(Incidentally, Margaret has one child and he is her son Alex, so the direct female line ends with 
Margaret.  Similarly, I have no children, so the direct male line ends with me.) 
 
Margaret’s mother was born Jane Frances Sutton in Brighton.  Frances was chosen to celebrate the 
liberation of France from the Germans in the Second World War. 
 
Jane’s mother was, of course, Eileen Florence Lovie Pickering who was born in 1913 in South 
Norwood.  
 
Eileen’s mother was born Florence Amy Gerrett who was born in 1877 in Old Cavendish Street, 
Marylebone.  The family thought they were of Huguenot stock.  In fact, Gerrett is a Sephardic 
Jewish surname.  Her ancestors would have been forced to leave Portugal, whereupon they settled in 
the Netherlands before moving to England in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.  Florence’s husband 
Arthur Pickering also had Sephardic Jewish ancestry through the Ray family of London’s East End. 
 
Florence’s mother was born Louisa Elizabeth Hale in 1848 at the Waterloo Hotel, 85 Jermyn Street, 
Westminster. 
 
Louisa’s mother was born Amelia Pain Rowe in 1814 at Great Vine Street, Westminster.  Both her 
parents originated in Somerset. 
 
Amelia’s mother was baptised Mary Pain in February 1793 at all Saints, Oakhampton, Somerset. 
 
We are not able to go back further with any certainty in the direct female.  There are huge gaps in the 
parish registers in this part of Somerset.  We do know that Mary Pain’s father was John Pain, a 
farmer of Cannington.  When he died, in “an unfortunate accident” in 1805, he left an estate valued 
at £1,000. 
 
Cont Page 11 

TRACING THE DIRECT FEMALE LINE 
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I recently bought a book “Cambridge County Geographies: Somerset” by Francis A Knight.  This was 
published by Cambridge University Press in 1909.  I prefer reading text books written more than a 
century ago to those written today.  These older books lack the “political correctness” of today’s books 
and they are altogether closer to the times when my ancestors were living, in the 18 th and early 19th 
century. 
 
As at 1909, the inhabitants of the eastern half of Somerset were, as a rule, tall, with light hair and dark 
eyes.  Those of the western half, beyond the river Parrett (which, for a long period, marked the limit of 
Saxon conquest) were shorter of stature, with darker skins, darker hair and lighter eyes.  The latter people 
were, in fact, more like the Irish, while the former were typically English.  The people of east Somerset 
were Saxons: those of the west were Britons. 
 
As my Somerset ancestors appear to have come from the area to the west of the Parrett I assume they 
were racially British in origin. 
 
The two distinctive populations of Somerset also had their own distinctive dialects, with the origins 
going back more than a thousand years.  The difference was so marked that a man from the east of the 
county had a decided difficulty in understanding a man from the west side of the Parrett.  If anything, 
these difficulties would have been even more marked during the 18th century, when my Somerset 
ancestors were still living there. 
 
One feature of family history research is that you occasionally discover family members who, while not 
part of your direct line, are of particular distinction or interest. One such individual was a brother of my 
ancestor John Pain, the farmer of Cannington. 
 
This was Solomon Pain, reputedly born 28 October 1761.  After serving various apprenticeships (1783-
1787) he became an Attorney of Axbridge, Somerset.  On 30 September 1788 he married Catherine 
Spratt at Axbridge by Licence.  She died on 17 January 1791.  In 1789 Solomon joined the Freemasons 
‘Rural Philanthropic Lodge’ at Huntspill. 
 
Also in 1789 came an event that I am unable to explain.  Samuel Gilling the Younger, Gentleman, left an 
important legacy to Solomon Pain of Axbridge, Gentleman.  It was the ‘Venns’ or ‘Corners’ dwelling 
house where Gilling lived, with the garden, orchard and ground (20 acres); a tenement and several pieces 
of ground called ‘Barrows Wood (80 acres); and ground at ‘Merriots’ (2 acres), all held by lease under 
Lord Weymouth.  Also his household goods and implements of household plate and china on trust to his 
wife Mary Gilling (otherwise Keele) for her natural life.  And also the profits from the two Messuages.  
There is no indication that the two men were related. 
 
On 9 January 1793 Solomon married Ursula Henning, who had the same surname as that of his third 
master in the Apprenticeship Record of 1788.  He was Robert Henning of Dorchester, Dorset. 
 
In 1828 Solomon was about to retire from his professional engagements as an Attorney of His Majesty’s 
Court of Kings Buch England at Westminster.  The Bristol Mirror of 7 June 1828 reported that Huntspill 
Court in the parish of Huntspill was to be sold by Auction.  Solomon Pain died 19 October 1836, aged 
74.  He was buried in the Chancel of Axbridge Church ( a prestigious location).  His ARMS were:- 
Gules, Three Crosses Bolonnée, on a Chief AR. Two Scallops. 
 
His children were:- Elizabeth Henning Pain, Amy Anne Pain, Solomon John Pain, George Henning Pain, 
Edward Pain.  They were baptised at Axbridge between 1793 and 1804. 
I am very grateful to Celia Cotton for her research into my Somerset family. 
 
Roger Sutton     Membership No: 1126 
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 DIARY DATES 

 
8th July 2020     Radio Caroline and Offshore Radio of the 1960’s   Brian and Charles    
  
Fifty years ago pirate radio brought good fortune to Felixstowe – but it was short lived “MUM, 
there’s a pirate ship moored off Felixstowe!” Dilys Calver was surprised and intrigued by her teenage 
son’s remark when he returned home from his paper round. She wanted to learn more about the 
ship – a ship that would change the world.  Within hours of the vessel’s arrival, three and a half miles 
off Felixstowe on Good Friday 1964, word spread that it was a pirate radio ship. Her name was Caro-
line. 
 
 
August – No Meeting 
 
 
9th September                                           Annual General Meeting 
 
 
14th October 2020                            Penal Transportation    Pip Wright 
 
Over an 80 year period, about 2,500 Suffolk convicts were transported to Australia for offences as 
varied as arson, bigamy and stealing an empty sack.  Most of them never returned to England.  This 
talk tells some of their stories.  Also it tells of what happened to the families left behind. 

 

Monthly Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month at Broadway House, 
Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD 

 
 

Meetings are free for members, but if you wish to bring a guest they will be charged £1.00.  Refresh-
ments (tea, coffee and biscuits) are available at the end of the meeting. 

 
 
 

Did You Know.............the first telephone directory was issued in 1880?  This consisted of only four 

pages and contained just 248 names, no actual phone numbers were included because so few peo-

ple had a phone.  This followed the opening of the first telephone exchange in London the previous 

year.  In 1896, the first phonebook covering the whole country was published in one volume: this 

contained 81,000 entries but by 1910, over 588,000 people (and businesses) were listed.   

 

For the family historian, telephone directories are valuable for tracing the movements and locations 

of individuals in the 20th century and complement electoral register searching. Of course, not every-

one had a phone. In the early years, only large businesses and the wealthy were listed.  More recent-

ly, some people have decided to be ex-directory. The historic phonebook collection of BT, which co-

vers the years 1880 to 1984, is available for viewing on  www.ancestry.co.uk. 

 or also on https://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=274434951c&e=ef84af0cfe 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
https://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=274434951c&e=ef84af0cfe
https://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=274434951c&e=ef84af0cfe
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2020 is the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day, it is such an important celebration that the 
Government had even moved the traditional May Bank Holiday from the Monday, 4 th May to Friday, 
8th May so that the celebrations could be spread over the whole weekend.  Then came the coronavirus 
and it all came to a halt, although I hope some of you followed the recommendation to hold a picnic in 
your front garden and decorated your house in red, white and blue!     
 
But why was VE Day celebrated?   Victory in Europe Day, generally known as VE Day, is a day 
celebrating the formal acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional 
surrender of its armed forces on 8th May 1945, this meant the end of WW2 in Europe. 
 
By the beginning of 1945, the German 
army had been weakened and defeat 
looked likely.  Tuesday, 8th May, 1945, 
was an emotional day that millions of 
people had been waiting for.  Many 
people were extremely happy that the 
fighting had stopped and there were big 
celebrations and street parties  
 
Huge crowds - with lots of people 
dressed in red, white and blue - gathered 
outside Buckingham Palace in London. 
They cheered as King George VI and his 
family, including Princess Elizabeth (the 
current Queen) and Princess Margaret, came out onto the balcony to greet everybody.  Princess 
Elizabeth and her sister were allowed to leave the palace and celebrate with crowds outside, although 
they had to do it secretly.  The future Queen described it as "one of the most memorable nights of my 
life". 
 
Many people also attended church services to thank God for the victory.  London's St Paul's Cathedral 
held 10 services, which were attended by thousands of people. 
 
But VE Day was also a moment of great sadness and reflection, as millions of people had lost their 
lives or loved ones in the conflict.  Many had to continue fighting in other battles and lots of people 
were being kept as prisoners of war abroad. 
 
Was VE Day the end of World War Two? 
Even though VE Day marked Victory for Europe over Germany, it did not mark the end of World War 
Two.  In his VE Day announcement, Winston Churchill said: "We may allow ourselves a brief period 
of rejoicing, but let us not forget for a moment the toil and efforts that lie ahead." 
 
Even after 8th May, many soldiers, sailors and pilots were sent to the east to fight against the Japanese, 
who had not yet surrendered.  This came on 14th August 1945, after two atomic bombs were dropped on 
the Japanese cities of Hiroshima (6th August) and Nagasaki (9th August).  On 15 August 1945, the 
allies had officially defeated Japan. This date is known as VJ Day (Victory over Japan Day). 
 
World War Two was finally over. 
 
Did you know? 
2nd September is also known as VJ Day, as this is the day in 1945 when Japanese leaders signed a 
document to officially surrender. 
 
© BBC Newsround   8th May 2019 

VE DAY 
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If you are a member of TheGenealogist here is some news for you. 
 
THE GENEALOGIST has released a collection of searchable Early Trade and Residential Directories that 
cover the years 1816-1839 to help find ancestors in the period before the usable census records 
begin. The early Trade and Residential Directories being released in this batch include volumes that 
cover the areas of Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Cornwall, Derby, 
Devonshire, Dorsetshire, Durham, Essex, Glasgow, Hampshire, London, Liverpool, Middlesex, 
Northumberland, Norfolk, Nottinghamshire, and Suffolk 1830 Pigot’s Directory. https://
www.thegenealogist.co.uk/directories/  
 
Begin a lifetime of discovery with our free “First Steps” access, which will include: • Complete Birth, 
Marriage & Death records index for England and Wales 1837-2005 • English & Welsh Census Records 
to see where ancestors were living in 1911 • TreeView the online family tree builder • Image Archive 
of churches, places and people from the past A high quality monthly digital magazine packed full of 
stories, case studies, social history articles and research advice No card details, No subscription, No 
Catches. To access the offer please Sign In or Sign Up to: https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/account/
signup/?from=%2Ffirst-steps%2F  
 
TheGenealogist has added over 500,000 individuals in a new release of Parish Records for the county 
of Norfolk with images of the original records in association with the Norfolk Record Office. 
TheGenealogist has transcribed them so that they are fully searchable by name and place. These East 
Anglian records feature the registers of baptisms, marriages and burials covering various parishes in 
Norfolk, allowing family history researchers from all over the world to search for their Norfolk 
ancestors online. For a FREE 3 month Gold subscription to the Genealogist, go to page 3 of the S&N 
Genealogy Supplies catalogue https://genealogysupplies.com/files/ catalogue.pdf or 
TheGenealogist.co.uk/CAT3FREE and enter code 732454. 
 
 
 

Did You Know.............that the before 1882 a married woman could not make a will? Until the 

Married Women’s Property Act was passed in 1882 everything a woman owned became the property 

of her husband on marriage. Although she could write a will, it had no validity in law unless the 

husband wished to honour it. It was only in 1893, with a further Act, that married women gained 

complete control of their property. Unmarried women and widows were always free to make wills, 

and the wills of unmarried women are often of great interest, as they often mention far greater 

number and variety of relatives than the wills of people who have children to leave their goods to. 

 

 

https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/directories/
https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/directories/


 

Roots and Branches June 2020 15 Journal of Felixstowe FHS 

 
Did You know that...…………there were many different ways for describing monetary values especially 
in probate documents. A frequent question, in particular associated with earlier wills and inventories, is 
what do these terms mean? Most of us doing research are perfectly familiar with pounds, shillings and 
pence, half crowns and farthings. Groats are more associated with ordinary day to day living, and far 
less encountered with wills. They were worth just fourpence and so had less relevance to probate and 
property. But before the civil war, one often encounters marks: being thirteen shillings and fourpence. 
Also nobles: one third of a pound. In other words this was six shillings and eightpence. This latter 
continued to be a fashionable, highly usual bequest amount for many centuries afterwards. 
 
Just knowing that these were standard sums is not only important but can be really useful. In trying to 
decipher a will, say from the mid 1500's, these can be the kind of clues that help one to decipher a 
document that initially looks impossible. A bit like a jigsaw puzzle. With words like 'son', 'daughter', and 
actual names appearing before and after these sums, showing how individual letters were formed in 
any particular document. 
 
Just like today, the value of currency could vary. But in earlier centuries, so too could the composition 
of actual, official, coinage. The latter years of Henry VIII's reign saw the silver content of a shilling 
decline, as did its face value to a confused public. 
 
By the early 1600's marks and nobles, which had been in the ascendancy pre 1500, had very much given 
way to pounds. In between, especially in Tudor times, they are very often found used together. 
 
©  IHGS Newsletter 223 March 2020 
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A 
ll branches of Suffolk Archives (Bury St Edmunds, Ipswich and Lowestoft) are closed until 
further notice. All our colleagues are working from home and are continuing their day-to-day 
work as much as possible. However, this does mean that how we respond to enquiries and 

the services we can offer are more limited than they would usually be. While we are closed users can 
still browse the website and search the catalogue, as well as purchase and download digital images. 
Please visit our website https://www.suffolkarchives.co.uk/suffolk-archives-coronavirus-update/for 
details of what is possible during this time.  
 
All Suffolk Archives events planned up until the end of June 2020 are cancelled or postponed. This 
includes the summer programme of talks and workshops at Bury Archives, which was scheduled to 
run until mid-July. Dates and details for all Suffolk Archives events will be kept under constant review.  
 
Work on The Hold construction site in Ipswich stopped on Friday 27th  March. Good progress had been 
made ahead of the closure and we are working closely with partners, contractors and suppliers to 
ensure that work can recommence as soon as possible. The team are also continuing preparations for 
the move, carrying out any work that is permissible/feasible from home. We will keep the situation 
under constant review and provide updates as soon as is appropriate and possible. 
 
© Alde Valley Newsletter 48 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Essex Marriages: Ancestry has updated its Essex Church of England Marriages, 1754‑1935 collection. 
This collection includes the marriage record of Captain James Cook, the British explorer, navigator, 
cartographer, and Captain in the British Royal Navy. Cook married his wife Elizabeth Batts, on 21st 
December 1762 at St Margaret’s Church, Barking, Essex. Explore the records to see what other love 
stories you can uncover. https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/ collections/61700/  
 
New Free Records on FamilySearch Essex Non-Conformist Church Records, 1613-1971 https://
www.familysearch.org/search/collection/3584542.  
Norfolk Non-conformist Records, 1613- 1901 https://www.familysearch.org/ search/
collection/1824696 
 
Under the 1920 Census Act, the 1921 census can’t be published online until over a hundred years 
have passed. However, it has been announced that Findmypast has won the contract to publish the 
1921 England and Wales census in January 2022. 
 
Isle of Man newspapers from 1792-1960 have been made available online for free during the 
coronavirus outbreak. Manx National Heritage (MNH) has suspended its subscription charge. The 
digital collection can be accessed through the iMuseum at https://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=c3b7d4c60b&e=ef84af0cfe. 

SUFFOLK ARCHIVE/RECORD OFFICE NEWS 

GENEALOGY NEWS 

https://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=c3b7d4c60b&e=ef84af0cfe
https://ihgs.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=c3b7d4c60b&e=ef84af0cfe
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FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

Website: www.felixstowefhs.onesuffolk.net 
Email: - fxfhs@hotmail.com  

Registered Charity No: 296115 
 
 

PRESIDENT:  The Rt Hon. the Lord Deben  
VICE-PRESIDENT:  Mrs Gillian Smith 

 
 

Meetings are held at Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD  on the second 
Wednesday of the month.  (7.30 pm start) 

 
COMMITTEE  

 
CHAIRMAN:    Vacancy 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN:   Vacancy 
 
SECRETARY:    Linda Negus 
    62 Falkenham Road  
    Kirton 
    Ipswich,  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com    
 
TREASURER:  Nicholas Smith 
    37 Hazel Drive  
    IPSWICH  IP3 8RF 
    sutton.coldfield@mail.ru 
 
MEMBERSHIP  Ann Sanderson 
SECRETARY:  8 Estuary Drive 
    Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Email: sandersonmjf@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE   Rosemary Gitsham 
MEMBERS:  17 Grimston Lane 
    Trimley St Martin 
    Felixstowe,  IP11 0RU 
    Tel:  01394 275261 
     
    Steve Deacon 
    36 Chatsworth Crescent 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe  IP11 0TE 
    Email: deacon439@gmail.com 
 
    Jennie Smith 
    28 Spriteshall Lane 
    Trimley St Mary 
    Felixstowe  IP11 9QY 
    Email: jr.smith@talktalk.net 
 
EDITOR &   Linda Negus 
MEMBERS  62 Falkenham Road, Kirton 
INTERESTS:  IPSWICH  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
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NON–COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
 
 
 
MAGAZINE     Gillian Smith 
DISTRIBUTION:  16 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe IP11 9TL 
     Tel: 01394 277617 
 
PROJECTS   Alan Smith 
CO-ORDINATOR:  6 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9TL   
     Tel: 01394 270688 
 
LIBRARIAN:   Stuart Humphrey 
     68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
 
BOOKSTALL &  John Woollan 
MAIL ORDER    ‘The Pines’, Manor Road, Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU 
SERVICE:   Tel: 01394 210271 
 
PROGRAMME   Vacancy 
SECRETARY:                
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All enquiries to be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope  
 

All Officers of this Society are unpaid volunteers who give up their spare time to 
answer queries and run the Society and, out of respect for this, it would be appreciated 

if telephone enquiries were not made after 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
 

£10.00 Single Membership 
£14.00 Joint Membership  

 
 The subscription year begins on 1st September  

 
Membership enquiries to be sent to the Membership Secretary 

 
Please send contributions for the magazine and any comments regarding the magazine to Gillian Smith 
or Linda Negus who reserve the right to edit any item. 
 
Websites that are mentioned or featured in this magazine are not formally endorsed by Felixstowe 
Family History Society and as such the Society cannot be held responsible for the content (or lack of) 
therein. Members view these sites strictly at their own discretion. 


