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‘Alstonville Post Office 1909 - built by Mr S. Percival at a cost 
of £942 and opened in 1908. Now a cafe (86 On Main) 

this building was Alstonville’s fourth Post Office.
It was designed to provide a post and telegraph office and 

residential quarters for the postmaster and his family.
Notable changes to the building occurred in the 1980’s 

when the original entrance on the eastern side was infilled 
and a new entrance formed on the western corner.

In 1997 post office operations were moved yet again to new 
and bigger  premises in the Plaza shopping centre.  

A stone verandah was added to the western side.’ 
 
 

Alstonville Post Office 1909, Alstonville Heritage Walk 
Courtesy of Alstonville Plateau Historical Society.
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We are half way through the year already and many of us have been 
busy preparing for the 35th Anniversary Lunch on 6 July. If you haven’t 
already booked your place please consider attending and give your name 
to Gwen Clark. It promises to be a great day.
For those members who are attending don’t forget to provide your family 
surnames for your Word Cloud placemat. Email or hand your form to 
Jackie Chalmers or Kerrie.
Our long time member Yvonne Hammond has been in hospital for some 
weeks and we send her all our good wishes.
And congratulations to Leonie Oliver who had a birthday in May and 
joined the 70 Club!!
In this issue is the story of Dr John Waugh McLeod submitted by 
member Judith McPherson. It is always encouraging when new members 
contribute their stories so thank you Judith. 
Tanya Binning has also written a story for this edition as has Marie Hart 
so come on everyone  – I know there are a lot of stories you have stashed 
away so how about sending some of them to us.
Our Pioneers of the Northern Rivers series focuses on Alstonville this 
time. Many thanks to Dawn Lotty who puts a lot of effort into teasing 
out information.
Some 17 members attended a DNA group meeting in April. Organised by 
Robyn and Leonie it was a great help to those of us who are new to DNA 
and what to do once you receive your results. There is the possibility of 
forming a discussion group so if you are interested please let someone 
on Committee know.
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 3 August and 
a nomination form is included with this issue. If you feel you have 
something to contribute to the running of our Society please give 
consideration to coming forward.

Meanwhile enjoy the cooler months and stay warm and well.
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Alstonville, like many towns in northern NSW, was part of the area 
known as the Big Scrub. By 1842 the cedar-getters had arrived overland 
from the Clarence River and cedar camps were established at Teven and 
Duck Creek. The men worked their way up the mountain to what is now 
the Alstonville Plateau where the logs were hauled by bullock team to 
the Richmond River and eventually found their way by ship to Sydney 
and abroad. 
After the timber was removed the volcanic soils from Mt Warning made 
the area ideal for farming but it was not until 1865 that the first settlers 
selected land in the area, then known as the Parish of Tuckombil. Sugar 
cane was an important industry to the early settlers who erected many 
small mills across the district later to be replaced by larger steam mills 
owned by the Melbourne Sugar Co. By 1896 a light rail line replaced 
road transport. The village was originally known as ‘Duck Creek 
Mountain’ after Duck Creek, which flows along the southern edge of 
town eventually merging with Emigrant Creek and the Richmond River. 

Andrew Freeborn: Alstonville’s First Selector
Irish born Andrew Freeborn b 1833 and Thomas Freeborn b 1830 
arrived in Sydney and joined their older brother Alexander and his wife 
Susannah at Gerringong NSW. Andrew met Ellinor (or Ellen) Sharpe, 
daughter of John and Margaret Sharpe, and married her on 6 May 1858. 
The Sharpe’s were pioneers of both the South and North Coast districts 
as they established a sugar mill at Prospect near Ballina. 
Thomas had already explored the district by rowing boat and by walking 
along cedar-cutters’ tracks to Duck Creek Mountain. When he reported 
to Andrew what he had seen the brothers decided to go to Casino to stake 
their claims. Andrew cleared the land, sowed grass and made the first 
butter in the district after obtaining cows from his father-in-law. 
It was obviously a tough life for Ellinor as she was bringing up eleven 
children as well as helping Andrew with various chores on the property. 
Unfortunately, she died of scarlet fever in Sydney on 28 July 1876. In 
1877 Andrew married Isabella Moore Brown, widow of Thomas Gibson 

Pioneers 
of Alstonville

(based on information from Ian Kirkland books)

Brown, but they later separated. Andrew became secretary of the School 
Board but ran into trouble by accepting a tender for school renovations 
without the approval of the rest of the Board and was dismissed. He was 
frequently called upon to attend to injuries suffered by the early settlers 
and was a respected church member. 
Thomas died on 12 August 1884 and Andrew acquired his land, 
ultimately owning 233 acres. The property was eventually owned by his 
son, William, who ran a sawmill but he sold the property to his brother-
in-law, Dixon Cooke in 1906. William had built a fine home, later named 
‘Fairfield’, for his wife, Isabella (née Cooke). This home was moved 
in the 1980s with the establishment of the Fairfield Estate to Johnston 
Road, Clunes. Andrew Freeborn died on 6 February 1905 and is buried 
in the Presbyterian Section of the General Cemetery at Alphadale.

John Perry MP
John Perry was born on 13 July 1845 and was educated in Sydney at 
Surry Hills Grammar School and Fort Street Public School. He worked 
with Watkins and Leigh importers and wholesalers, as a bookkeeper at 
Braidwood, then returned to Sydney in 1868 as a broker and accountant, 
before travelling to Duck Creek.
On 15 November 1870 John married Susan McAuslan Alston, opening a 
store and becoming an auctioneer and contractor as well as the first 
postmaster. The confusion between other locations called Duck Creek 
led to the name change on 1 January 1873 to Alstonville after John’s 
wife’s maiden name. John built, along with Mr H Watson: Ballina Court 
House, the Lismore Court House, the Richmond River Lighthouse and 
Alstonville Public School and was elected to the school board in 1880. 
After becoming a Justice of the Peace in 1883 John was appointed to the 
Ballina District Court in 1886. 
John Perry was elected to represent the Richmond 
electorate on 13 February 1889 and became 
Member for Ballina on 17 July 1894 holding the 
position as Whip of the Protectionist Party until 
1899. He became Minister for Public Instruction, 
Labour and Industry that same year. During this 
time he improved opportunities for country 
children and established central schools. After 
criticism of the education system he appointed two 
royal commissioners to look at overseas education. John Perry MP

www.rtfhs.org.au
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On 15 June 1904 he accepted the post of Chief Secretary. On 6 August 
1904 despite retiring and leaving the district he again became Member 
for Richmond and on 2 October 1907 was Secretary for Mines. John then 
became the first Minister for Agriculture on 22 January 1908 holding this 
position until 20 October 1910. 
From 13 December 1913 to February 1920 he was Member for Byron, where 
he owned property, before being appointed to the Legislative Council. 
John married Josephine Francis on 18 February 1920. He died at Pittwater 
on 10 May 1922 and is buried in Waverley Cemetery.

Jens Christian Frederiksen
A hydro-electric scheme at Rous was a revolutionary idea for the district. 
In 1912 a hydraulic ram was established by Jens Frederiksen on 
Youngman Creek below a waterfall providing pressurised water to all 
parts of his farm. In 1914 the creek was dammed above the falls and a 
pipe led to a powerhouse below the dam. This turned a water wheel 
which operated a generator and provided power for the dairy, homestead, 
three residences, a saw bench and a cheese factory. This system existed 
until 1948 when the creek flooded.
Who was this forward-thinking man? Jens Frederiksen was born in 
Copenhagen in 1860. Jens became a carpenter and cook travelling on 
ships around the North Sea and the Baltic area through Russia, Europe 
and even South Africa. In 1881 he jumped ship in Newcastle NSW 
where he worked on a farm, built droghers (cargo vessels), did some 
butchering and began to farm. Jens married his neighbour’s daughter, 
Mary Mortimer in 1884.

In 1898 Jens moved to the Richmond 
area purchasing 200 acres at Federal but 
immediately sold it. In 1899 he bought 50 acres 
at Rous Mill. It was only then that his wife and 
five children moved up from Williamtown, 
their last child being born in 1901. Jens was 
naturalised in May 1904 and by 1919 had 
added an additional 267 acres to his holdings. 
Jens initially supplied sugar cane to the 
Rous Mill but when the prices fell turned to 
dairying. On his property ‘Ivylyn’ he grew a 
variety of crops including bananas, arrowroot Jens Christian Frederiksen

for pig feed and onions. A trip back to Copenhagen in 1908 led to the 
establishment of the hydro-electric scheme. On the closure of Foley Bros 
Marom Cheese factory in 1930 he established his own cheese factory 
supplied with milk from his herd of Australian Illawarra shorthorns. 

In 1932 a harvest of three tons was obtained from the macadamia trees 
planted on the property in early 1880s by Mr Staff. This was the start of 
the macadamia industry in the area. Jens died on 8 June 1938 and Mary 
on 6 December 1942. Both are buried at Rous.      

References:
Vol 1 & 2 ‘Recognising Alstonville District Citizens’. We have also edited stories 
written by Ian Kirkland with his kind permission.

Recent Accessions into the Marie Hart Library
by Eldon Wright

‘On the Parish’ Lives of the poor of Holt: Jane Hales (D–076)
Australian Light Horse – Campaign in the Middle East: 
  Phillip Bradley (W-052)

Collins map of Ireland: (X–055)

Dictionary of old trades and occupations: 
  Andrew and Sandra Twining (Q–023)

Emu Plains General Cemetery: 
  Nepean Family History Society Inc. (C–106)

Faden’s Map of Norfolk: JC Barringer M.A. (X–054)

For Valour: Nicolas Brasch (W–054)

Gallipoli Reckless Valour: Nicolas Brasch (W–053)

Pioneers Despite Themselves: Meryl Broadley (B–22)

The Prior’s Manor-Houses: David Yaxley (D–077)

The Story of James Ainsworth: Barbara Ewing (Ba–005)
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My three times great grandparents were William James Overell and Alice 
Morden Nightingale, so it is easy to see how the family legend of having 
descended from the Lady of the Lamp began.

With the limited availability of records when my history Overell Odyssey 
was compiled in 1990 a fellow researcher, Marjorie Gosling, provided 
information she had received from Ancestry Research Associates of 
Surbiton, Surrey which stated

turning now to the question of Alice Nightingale’s possible 
relationship with Florence, I am afraid this is extremely unlikely 
for one rather simple reason. Had the normal processes of 
descent of family names been followed, Florence Nightingale 
would not have been Florence Nightingale at all, but Florence 
Shore.  Her father was William Edward Shore who assumed the 
name of Nightingale when made heir of his mother’s maternal 
uncle who died unmarried in 1803 aged 67.

This has been confirmed in Florence’s biography written by Elspeth 
Huxley in 1975 and which I now possess.
It is possible that my ancestor Alice 
descended from a marriage in 1701 of 
John Nightingale and Alice Morden at 
Stoke Bruerne, Northamptonshire, but no 
descendants have been positively traced. I 
hope one of my grandchildren may one day 
take up the search where I left off.
William Overell and Alice Nightingale were 
married on 22 April 1816 after Banns in the 
Parish of St Leonard’s, Shoreditch in the 
presence of William Nightingale and George 
Limming. After the births of their first two 
children they boarded the ship Jessie as 
free settlers bound for Van Diemen’s Land 

where they prospered. Some members of the family later re-located in 
Brisbane where they established Overell’s Department Store.
Florence’s history is of course well documented and you may know that 
her one desire in life was to nurse the sick, but her well-to-do family 
forbade it, for such hospitals that did exist before the use of disinfectants 
and antiseptics were filthy places and so-called nurses were women of 
loose morals and said to be fond of the drink!
So it was not until 1854 that thirty-four year old Florence set off to take 
charge of the nursing of soldiers wounded in the Crimean War, believing 
that it was God’s purpose for her life.  Earlier in that year however, she did 
work for long hours at the Middlesex Hospital during a cholera outbreak.
She went on to establish the Nurses’ School at St Thomas’ Hospital in 
London in 1860 and from there in 1868 she sent nurse Lucy Osburn with 
five nurses to be the Matron of the Sydney Infirmary in Macquarie Street 
and which they found to be in a state as deplorable as those first English 
hospitals. The Sydney Infirmary later became Sydney Hospital.
Florence never married or had children, so our family’s belief that we 
were kin of Florence was completely unfounded. However, I like to 
think I have had a minute association with the great lady, for I worked 
as secretary to Dr Norman Rose, Medical Superintendent of Sydney 
Hospital where she had sent her trained nurses and also briefly at the 
Middlesex Hospital in London where she had nursed cholera patients 
those many years ago!
Ref: Florence Nightingale by Elspeth Huxley, published by Chancellor Press, London 1975.
Caps and Veils, The Nursing History of the Sydney Hospital Matrons and its Nurses 1788-
1985 by Valerie J Griffiths (available from the Richmond-Tweed Regional Library).

 

Are You Financial?
A reminder to members that membership fees are now overdue – $35 
single and $45 joint. Unfortunately, if you are unfinancial after 31 March 
2019 no further journals will be sent to you. If you have overlooked 
your renewal please make prompt payment so you can continue to read 
the news in The Cedar Log.
Don’t forget to sign the Privacy Statement on the back of your renewal 
form before handing it in. This is now a requirement.
Payment options: the next monthly meeting, the Marie Hart Library, 
Direct Debit (see details on form) or post cheque to:

PO Box 817, Ballina NSW 2478.

A Family Legend
by Marie Hart

Cover of Biography 
Florence Nightingale
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What's New on Line?
by Dawn Lotty

MyHeritage: www.myheritage.com
Australia
Queensland, passengers and crew lists, 1852–1885. More than 
103,000 records indexing inwards passenger and crew lists arriving 
in Brisbane and Moreton Bay.
FamilySearch: www.familysearch.org
Australia
Victoria, tombstone inscriptions from various cemeteries 1850–1940. 
Almost 34,000 new indexed records and images.
UK
Northumberland parish registers, 1538–1950. More than 900,000 
indexed records added to the existing collection.
Warwickshire parish registers 1535–1984. More than 340,000 
indexed records added to an existing collection.
War Office Registers 1772–1935. Almost 30,000 indexed records 
added to existing collection.
British Newspaper Archive, Family Notices. More than 3.2 million 
indexed records added to an existing collection.
TheGenealogist: www.thegenealogist.com
UK
MEPO 6 Metropolitan Police Criminal Record Office, habitual 
Criminals and habitual drunkards.
1921 Census Substitute. This new release boosts the collection’s 
total records to 1.75 million heads of households.
Court and Criminal records collection. More than 160 000 CRIM 9 
records have been released with details of prisoners and their victims.
Poll Book Database. Released more than 116,000 records from 1705–1830.
Findmypast: www.findmypast.com.au
Australia
Queensland, seamen data 1882–1919. Names taken from the registers 
kept by the Harbours and Rivers Department.
New Zealand
BMD index dating back to 1848 with more than 62,000 transcripts.
Scotland
Lanarkshire Death and Burial Index 1642–1855. More than 64,000 
records covering 31 burial places. ... Part 2 Continues on Page 23

One of my more interesting ancestors (Great Great Grandfather) was 
John Waugh Drysdale born at Maling’s Rig, County Durham, England to 
a Presbyterian Minister, Rev. John Drysdale and his wife Elizabeth (nee 
Waugh). John’s grandfather on his mother’s side was Rev. James Waugh 
married to Elizabeth (nee Yule) whose maiden name has a variety of 
different spellings.  

John Drysdale was an assistant surgeon in Pittington Hallgarth about ten 
miles south west of Sunderland, Tyne and Wear. Perhaps he studied 
medicine in Edinburgh, which in the early 19th century was considered 
to be the best medical school in Europe. He must have been a 
disappointment to his reverend father as he was transported for life to the 
Colony of New South Wales for embezzlement where he arrived on 17 
January 1836 on the John Barry.  How he managed to get into trouble 
while intoxicated and dispose of one of the other doctor’s horses he had 
borrowed is another interesting story.

When John arrived in New South Wales Major Thomas Mitchell was 
preparing to embark on his third expedition to the interior of the continent. 
On hearing there was a surgeon amongst the recently arrived prisoners 
and having checked his qualifications he requested permission to take 
John with him in his group of 25 men (seven of them named John).  
John was assigned a carbine 
and case of six bullets and 
occasionally had to carry the 
barometer.  John also went on 
Mitchell’s fourth expedition. 
Dr Drysdale was described 
by Major Mitchell as a 
most trustworthy man and 
his medical care of several 
members of the expedition 
praised, especially the 
setting of a difficult leg 
fracture of a little aboriginal 

Dr John Waugh Drysdale

by Judith McPherson

Drysdale's Pond
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girl, Ballandella - the daughter of Mitchell’s female guide Turandurey 
on the third expedition. Turandurey assigned her daughter into Major 
Mitchell’s care and she lived with his family in Sydney. 
Some ponds out near the town of Mitchell in Queensland were named 
Drysdale’s Ponds as a reward for John finding water for the expedition 
when they were in great need. After the expeditions John was assigned ‘a 
very laborious place’ at the Sydney General Hospital. This was the best 
Major Mitchell could do for him as he was so newly arrived, unlike 
many of the other expedition members who received Tickets of Leave.  

On 29 May 1844, eight years 
after his arrival, John received 
his Ticket of Leave – he was 
to remain in the District of 
Newcastle and was granted 
permission to marry Louisa 
Hannan of West Maitland.  
Louisa was the daughter of 
an Irish Soldier (a member of 
the Royal New South Wales 
Veterans Corps) sent out to 
guard convicts. Louisa’s father 
was allowed to retire in Australia 
along with other veterans with 
a small land grant instead of 
returning with their regiment to 
England via India.
John Drysdale’s name does not 
appear on the NSW Medical 
Register but he signed himself 
MRCS (Member of the Royal 

College of Surgeons) when he was practising as a doctor in 1849.  In 
1848 John had received a conditional pardon – the condition being that 
he could not return to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
On 17 January 1849 The Maitland Mercury published a letter from 
Dr John Drysdale regarding treatment of snakebite in which he 
recommended tight bandaging instead of ligature (the now recognised 
modern treatment). The following week The Mercury published a ‘thank 
you letter’ from a man whose wife the doctor had saved after a bite by ‘a 
copper coloured snake’.

Mrs John Drysdale

The Drysdale family moved to Morpeth and I have seen the old dwelling 
and rooms still there over 
and beside what was then 
Mr. Beckford’s Butcher 
Shop.  John was billed as 
an Accoucher and Surgeon.  

John died on 1 March 1856 
at St. Albans, Macdonald 
River in the Hunter region 
of NSW, as the result of 
a reaping hook injury to 
his knee. According to his 
death certificate he was 
aged 41.

He was survived by his wife Louisa and 6 children aged 1 – 13 years. 
They had eight children in all but sadly one of their two sets of twins – 
Lucy and Frederick died as infants.

Louisa returned to her parents and died in 1902 aged 77 years in Hannan 
Street, Maitland. I have seen ‘Hannan House’ in Maitland built by John 
Hannan and it has a very interesting history of use after it was vacated 
by the Hannan family.   

Drysdale Doctor's Rooms and living quarters 
next to Butcher's Shop

Hannan House, Maitland

www.rtfhs.org.au
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Afterwards he became surveyor for Balmain municipality 
and in 1882–84 introduced an improved system of sanitary 
working. In 1899 he managed the Vale of Clywdd Colliery 
in Lithgow NSW and a year later his services were 
requisitioned in Sydney when the city was in the grip of the 
Bubonic Plague outbreak. During that distressing period 
he supervised the work of a large staff of inspectors. 

His records show that at the time he inspected 31,127 houses 
and was responsible for the catching of 38,125 rats. Later 
he became associated with the Newcastle City Council, 
constructed the first Ocean Baths and designed the early 
beach buildings and promenade. Later he became associated 
with the Broken Hill Proprietary Company (BHP). 

Mr BLACKWELL was the son of Mr Thomas Evans 
BLACKWELL of London who declined a knighthood at the 
hands of the late King Edward, but accepted from him a silver 
chandelier which was ultimately placed in the museum at 
Montreal, Canada. Mr Blackwell’s uncle was one time Dean 
of Westminster Abbey and is buried in the Poet’s Corner.

I had come across Louis while researching a 
previously unknown great uncle, James 
Henry Edwin JEFFERIES who was born 
in Bristol, Somerset, England in 1881. His 
mother’s Woodbridge family had come 
from the market town of Corsham in 
Wiltshire. In a book on the making of the 
television drama Poldark it states that the 
town scenes of the series were shot in the 
heritage town of Corsham while the rural 
scenes were shot in Cornwall.

As a teenager James joined the Royal 
Marines as a painter and after a number of 
years sailed for Australia on board the ship 
Katoomba to join his elder sister in Tighes 
Hill, Newcastle, New South Wales. James Jefferies and his sister, 

Sarah Silverthorn, Newcastle NSW 

July 1933: the obituary in the Newcastle Morning Herald newspaper 
reads:

NOTABLE ENGINEER: 
Late Mr L B BLACKWELL WORK IN NEWCASTLE 

Mr Louis B BLACKWELL of Henry Street, Tighes Hill died 
on July 24. He had an outstanding career as civil engineer 
in several countries. Many notable engineering schemes 
bear his mark. His name is linked with the early history of 
the Broken Hill Proprietary Company in Newcastle (BHP). 
His body was cremated at Rookwood Cemetery (in Sydney).

A civil engineer by profession, Mr BLACKWELL was 
engaged in the capacity of some of the first piles in the 
Waratah Swamps, where the steel works are now situated. 
Until three years ago, Mr BLACKWELL was employed by 
the company, but afterwards lived in retirement.

Born in Somerset England Mr BLACKWELL was educated 
at the McGill College, Canada and came to Australia when 
19 years of age. Three times afterwards he returned to 
England, being employed on one occasion at Southampton 
in the capacity of civil engineer and surveyor in 1874. In 
1876 he was engaged on water supply and drainage work 
in Peterborough England. 
He later travelled to New Zealand where he became 
advisor to the city of Christchurch in connection with a 
water supply system then being considered. He submitted 
an alternative scheme to that suggested and this was 
eventually adopted by the city. In 1880 he left New Zealand 
to take up a position in the survey branch of the Railway 
Department in New South Wales. 

Somerset 
to Newcastle

by Tanya Binning
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My interest in James was rekindled while searching the 1939 English 
Register collected prior to the beginning of WW11. James was visiting 
Alice Phillips, a sister in Bristol. Her husband George was recorded as a 
master painter and James had said that he was a retired locomotive driver.
It was in Newcastle, NSW in 1942 that James married for the first time 
in his sixties. His bride was Frances Annie HARVEY. When I could not 
find Frances’ birth, our Society’s resident researcher Don Howell quickly 
found that James was Frances’ third husband and an interesting story was 
to unfold.
Frances was born in Katoomba, the Blue Mountains area west of Sydney, 
in 1892 and was married there in 1924 to Louis Buckland Blackwell. 
It was to be her first marriage and his third. Louis was recorded as a 
civil engineer and a widower from Newcastle. He was born in 1852 in 
Bathwick, Somerset, a third-generation civil engineer. His Blackwell 
family came from Wiltshire.
Frances and Louis lived in a humble bungalow in Tighes Hill not far 
from the BHP steel works until his death in mid–1933. Through these 
years this was the same street where James Jefferies had lived with his 
sister’s Silverthorn family. 
Just over seven years later on 5 October 1940 Frances Blackwell (nee 
Harvey) married Charles Daniel POWELL in Hamilton, Newcastle. 
Charles died on 27 November 1940. 
James Jefferies and Frances Powell married in Newcastle in 1942. James 
died in 1955 and Frances in 1964. They had lived together in the home 
she had shared with Louis Blackwell close to his sister’s family in Henry 
Street, Tighes Hill.
On the NSW electoral rolls James is recorded as a miner, so it seems 
he had worked as a locomotive driver in the mining industry. By this 
employment he had remained at home during the war. He can also be 
found as an executive on wills.
Comfort can be found in what you find in your research. I was glad to 
have found that James had finally married. In joining a society with the 
help of skilled researchers a light on what may have been kept in the dark 
with a previously unknown relative can become alive again. 
By searching the Blackwell family in Google and on Ancestry.com their 
story makes fascinating reading. The State ‘Archives Investigator person 
details’ is also of interest. It was reported in the newspaper that Louis 
had retired from work in 1930 due to his failing eyesight. 

It was announced at the March and April meetings that the editorial team 
of Jackie, Dawn and myself would be finishing producing the Cedar Log 
in December this year.

When Robyn asked us to become an editorial team we agreed that we 
would do it for two years. 

This is now our fifth year and while we have thoroughly enjoyed working 
together and producing our journal we recognise it is now time to hand 
it over to a new team.

The Cedar Log is a popular part of this Society and it is important that it 
continues to be available to members. 

It not only keeps members up to date with happenings in the Society 
but it also showcases stories written by members which are not only 
entertaining but also informative and encouraging to those still 
researching their family history.

The current editorial team’s last journal will be December this year. We 
therefore need a new team to take us forward into March next year.

If anyone thinks they can help in this undertaking please make yourself 
known to Jackie, Dawn, myself or President Robyn at our monthly 
meetings or via the contact details inside the front cover.

We would be happy to go through what is needed with you. We have two 
more journals to prepare this year and if you are interested you can be 
part of their production so that you are ready to launch into 2020.

Please consider it. It would be such a shame to let this gem of a journal 
fade away.

––∞∞∞––

Editorial Team

by Carol Donaghey

www.rtfhs.org.au
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From the Period 1997–2000
featuring sketches by Bonnie Paff (1923–2013) 

Cedar Log Covers

Fenwick House, Ballina  
March 1997 Isue

Old Ballina Post Office  
September 1997 Issue

St Bartholomew's Anglican 
Church Alstonville 

22-7-82 December 1997 Issue

Ballina Court House 
Adjacent to the Post Office  

12-4-83 December 1998 Issue 
Ballina Lighthouse 

15-7-82 June 1998 Issue
Federal Hotel Alstonville 

24-1-82 September 1998 Issue
A Wardell Cottage 

27-6-82 December 1999 Issue

Lismore Court House  
8-1-82 June 1999 Issue 

'Lochiel' Cedar Cottage Lismore 
26-12-81 September 1999 Issue

Uniting Church, Lismore 
18-3-82 March 2000 Issue
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Note: In honour of our 35th Anniversary this year we have 
reprinted the following article This story is reproduced from 
The Cedar Log June 2008 (our 25th year).

When, in October 2003,1 agreed to write an article on the East 
Ballina Waterfront for the Richmond River Historical Society’s 
Bulletin magazine I had no idea that I would spend over three years 
on research or that the ‘article’ would end up as a book. 

Initially I searched publications, newspaper clippings etc and found 
that the hall had been originally constructed in Bangalow and, to find 
when the hall was built, I contacted the Byron Shire Council to be 
told no records for the relevant period have survived. To find when it 
was relocated to East Ballina involved a search through Ballina Shire 
Council’s Building Application records. Luckily my request for the 
search was lodged before the $100 per search fee was officially 
introduced, so the only costs involved were for photocopying the 
documents found. 

From the Building Application records, I found the date when the 
hall was moved to East Ballina so it was then a matter of working 
backwards in the newspapers from that date in the hope of finding 
when the hall left Bangalow, or when the final dance was held. So 
began my regular visits to the Regional Library at Goonellabah to 
scroll through the microfilm reels searching ‘The Northern Star’, and 
later the ‘Ballina Pilot’. This involved looking for advertisements 
for dances as well as articles that might mention the hall. I searched 
through over forty years of newspapers – not every day of every 
week and not every week but many days of many weeks. 
I found the dance floor was originally built at Bangalow as part of 

Researching
The East Ballina Waterfront,
Dance Hall and Skating Rink

by Marlene Lester (656)

carnival buildings to be used to raise funds to build a swimming pool 
and facilities on Byron Creek. This led me to search further back in 
the newspapers for the history of the swimming pool. 
Anyone searching through the old newspapers knows how easy 
it is to be sidetracked by articles totally irrelevant to what one is 
researching. My main ‘sidetrack’ was the name of the dance hall ‘The 
Waterfront’. These words continually jumped out from the newsprint 
at me as the pages rolled down the screen and I soon found many 
articles were written on ‘The Waterfront’ (as in shipping)! 
I knew that I would need to access the title records so that was put on 
my ‘when next in Sydney’ list. As everyone knows these records are 
a wonderful resource, supplying all the previous owners and when 
they bought, sold and leased the land. 
Remembering how much information I had previously obtained on 
the Tintenbar Hall from State Records I searched their catalogue on 
the internet for records of the Waterfront Dance Hall. Unfortunately 
only records for the skating rink have survived or can be accessed. 
They were added to my Sydney list. 
Information from these records showed when the skating rink 
was built, the problems the Ramsays faced in getting approval to 
build, instances of Sydney bureaucrats not believing information on 
application documents until they received confirmation from local 
police, site maps and the results of yearly inspections by police and 
firemen as to the safety of the premises. I also found copies of the 
documents I had earlier obtained from Council records. 
Early newspapers referred to the dance hall as an ‘open-air dance 
floor’ but when it was rebuilt at East Ballina a roof was part of the 
structure. This raised the question as to when the roof was added – at 
Bangalow or East Ballina? A trip to the Bangalow Historical Society 
produced a photo showing a roof over the dance floor – earlier photos 
showed no roof. An article in the ‘The Northern Star’ revealed that 
a roof was added at Bangalow when the original floor was extended. 
I found the advertisements interesting because of the names of the 
bands mentioned, types of dances held, cost of entry, transport to 
dances etc. As the bands playing at the Waterfront were part of the 
history of the dance floor, I searched publications for information on 
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Buying a packet of sugar hardly counts as ‘exercise’ in today’s world … 
but spare a thought for the energy the early sugar millers of Ballina had to 
exert to produce a relatively small amount of less than well refined sugar!
However, their small family pioneer enterprises were greatly undermined 
by the arrival of the CSR (Colonial Sugar Refining Company) who 
commenced operations at Broadwater in the Northern Rivers district of 
NSW in 1881. 
The Company bought up huge parcels of land on which to grow their 
own sugar cane, and persuaded other existing growers to let CSR crush 
their sugar for them. The result? A much more refined, white sugar – sold 
to the public for much less than the small sugar millers could offer. Even 
with the 8hp engines used to drive the crushers, the small millers were 
unable to remove the molasses from the cane.
The history of Ballina is not complete without telling the story of the five 
sugar millers who operated in the area prior to the arrival of CSR, with 
only one – George Martin at Fishery Creek being able to hold out against 
the giant CSR until 1905.
1.  John Sharpe Snr opened his Prospect Sugar Mill in 1870 but sadly 
closed in 1890 because of financial stresses and three years of poor crops. 
He died, a broken man, on 2 August 1898. The remains of his Mill can 
still be seen on the Ballina Golf Course, close to North Creek.

John  Sharpe's Sugar Mill c1870s 
© Allan Hicks Blast from Ballina Past Facebook Group

bands mentioned. Some of the bands, like Kewpie Harris’ Ballina 
Jazz Band, were well covered but I could find no information for other 
bands. I wrote to the local newspapers seeking information on these 
bands, listing their names. I was able to obtain information on some 
but I was also inundated with calls from elderly readers complaining 
I hadn’t mentioned Kewpie Harris’ Ballina Jazz Band and Stan 
Chilcott’s Band as ‘they had played at the Waterfront’. These words 
were generally followed by a lengthy talk on how wonderful these 
bands, the musicians and the dances held in those early days were – 
nothing like today’s bands and dances. I reached the stage where all 
I wanted was to be transported back in time so I could attend a dance 
held by the Ballina Jazz Band! Through this contact by people who 
had played or danced at functions held at the Waterfront, I was able 
to use their memories in the book.
When advertisements mentioned dances would be held to welcome 
visiting football teams, marching girls, yachties, etc, or any other 
special functions were held, I checked the newspapers for write-ups 
of the particular event. I felt this extra information was part of the 
local history I was writing. 
Not long after I had begun my research I realised the information I 
had accumulated was too much for an article for the Bulletin and was 
looking at having to publish my research. Anyone who has published 
a book knows the most difficult part of the exercise is deciding 
when to stop researching and to publish. There will always be more 
information to be found, but there comes a time when enough is 
enough and you have to ask yourself if any information not included 
would be so earth shattering that the book is spoilt by it not being 
included. 
I decided that the time to take the manuscript to the printer was before 
I left for London to visit my son in May 2007. I knew when I returned 
I was committed to researching and writing another book that was to 
be completed before the end of the year. If I didn’t have the Waterfront 
book at the printers before I left I would have to postpone doing so 
until 2008. I took the CD to the printer and left my husband to collect 
the books while I was away! 
P.S. I never did write that article for the Bulletin! 

The Early Sugar 
Millers of Ballina

by Frank Harvey
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2 & 3. William Clement and son-in-law Lemuel Griggs Snow operated 
the Alpha Sugar Mill at East Ballina, in the same vicinity as John Sharpe’s 
Mill. It is believed that William Clement operated the first cane-crushing 
plant on the Richmond, which was operated by horse power. However, 
this was tedious work and led him, with the assistance of his American-
born son-in-law Lemuel Griggs Snow, to build the ‘Alpha’ – given this 
name because he claimed to have built the first Mill in the area. Although 
we have no firm date for his operations, they were short-lived, and 
William Clement – sometimes called the ‘Father of Ballina’ – moved on 
to other interests. He died 27 November 1893.

4. George Martin operated the Fishery Creek Sugar Mill.
In 1878/9 Scottish-born George Martin arrived in Ballina from the 
Clarence River area. He purchased a property at Fishery Creek and lived 
there until he died at his home on Thursday 30 July 1908 – aged 84 years. 
People said the man was ‘evidently mad’ to grow cane in this area – but 
he became very successful, sometimes crushing as much as 25 tons of 
cane in a day. He was the last of the smaller sugar mill operators in the 
Northern Rivers to finally leave the business in 1905.
Little evidence of the existence of this mill remains at this site – marked 
only by a large Norfolk Pine and a broken concrete slab, situated on 
private property. George Martin was buried at the Ballina Pioneer 
Cemetery, but sadly no ‘recognisable stone’ was located when the old 
cemetery was re-located.

Home of William Clement built 1872 
© Allan Hicks Blast from Ballina Past Facebook Group

5. Capt. John ‘Frederick’ Skennar operated the Ocean View Sugar 
Mill (1819–1895).
Swedish-born seaman, John Frederick Skennar partnered with Joe White in 
1869 at White’s Beach – now better known as Skennars Beach – to cultivate 
40 acres of cane and, two years later, to develop his own sugar mill. 
John’s extensive view 
of the ocean from his 
house at the top of 
Skennars Head suited 
an ex-seaman; but 
his idyllic life-style 
came to an end in 
1892 when, largely 
due to the increasing 
influence of the CSR, 
John’s farm and his 
Ocean View Sugar 
Mill business failed.
After losing his beloved house, he went to live beside his sons on 
Newrybar Ridge and pined the loss of his home, dying after three years.
Note: A summary of a Power-Point Presentation made by Frank Harvey at the 
April 2019 meeting of the Society.

What's New on Line? (Cont.)
Findmypast: Cont.
UK 
Clandestine marriages records of more than 881,000 from 1667–
1775
British Royal Navy, Navy Lists 1827–1945 including Royal Navy 
Officers consists of 147 publications.
Global
Find a Grave Index for burials at sea and other select burial locations 
1300 – current.
Ancestry: www.ancestry.com.au
Australia 
Newspaper Vital Notices 1831–2001
Australian and New Zealand Obituary Index 2004–2018
Australian and New Zealand Find a Grave Index 1800 to current.

Skennars Head today 
Courtesy of Frank Harvey
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Leeanne Goodwin talked to a local history class of U3A members in 
February. Audrey Doman is working with Ros Mayberry, President of 
the Ballina High School Historical Society which will ultimately have a 
splendid museum of artefacts housed in the grounds of the magnificent 
new Ballina Coast High School and available to assist researchers and 
visitors to Ballina.
Our successful editorial group of Carol Donaghey, Jackie Chalmers and 
Dawn Lotty will complete their duties after the December issue and three 
new ladies have offered to learn the ropes and carry on the high standard 
now established. Frank Harvey presented a well- researched talk in April 
about the early sugar industry in Ballina and in March we warmed to 
the Australian bush poems and banter of 
Ray Essery. We are looking forward to our 
35th birthday celebrations in July with our 
patron Martyn Killion in attendance – and, 
we hope, you too. We will be interested to 
see the place mats that Jackie has created 
for us and President Robyn will jolly us 
along as she always does with seeming 
ease at each meeting. And then with your 
continued support we will plunge into our 
36th year.

New Members
A Warm Welcome to new members 

from Membership Secretary, Jan Ousby

996 Ms Lynn Francis Ballina NSW 2478

We welcome the renewal of member:
793 Ms Janet Earnshaw Goonellabah NSW 2478

Thanks to Ballina RSL Club
With many thanks the Society acknowledges a grant of 
$1,000 from the Ballina RSL Club to assist with publication 
costs for the 2019 journals.

Ray Essery - 'One Hell of  a Ride'

And tree and house and hill and lake 
are frosted like a wedding cake

said Robert Louis Stevenson many years ago, but I don’t think he was 
referring to an Australian winter – not in Ballina anyway. But since it 
is June I’m sure we will have a few cold days to endure in the months 
ahead – but now to some name-dropping …
Jim Hindmarsh has visited his son and daughter in law in Kuala Lumpur 
and very bravely, I thought, drove his son’s car while there. Margaret 
and Rosemary Playford had assured us that their travelling days were 
over but surprised even themselves by visiting Switzerland recently. Don 
and Colleen Howell visited their son and family in Holland, while those 
ardent travellers Leigh and Bev Wilson are plotting yet another escape 
overseas later in the year. 
Liz Marshall and Gwen Clark assisted Jackie in her mammoth task of 
producing an index of the thirty-five years of our Society journal and 
Liz has offered to be our Webmaster too. Kerrie Alexander donated a 
table and six chairs to our Library which came in handy for the DNA 
workshop held in April. Carol Brown has relinquished her role as IT 
officer after a long time being the ‘go to’ person when overwhelmed by 
the complexities of computers and we thank you Carol. If you need some 
encouragement in writing your histories don’t overlook the Writers Group 
who meet on the first Tuesday of each month at the MHL. Remember we 
always need a supply of your stories for The Cedar Log so we can know 
of your research successes.
Colleen Moulder, former member and widow of Terry, an early President, 
died in January last and we were sad to hear too that Jenny Craddock 
mourned the death of her husband Neville in March. Jan Ousby sustained 
a dreaded fall which damaged her back, but when last seen was nearly as 
chirpy as always. We were shocked and saddened to hear Jane Griffin’s 
tragic news of the sudden death of her husband Paul who was trekking in 
Nepal. Our thoughts are with our members who are going through these 
sad times.

All in the Family

News From Within the Society 
by Marie Hart
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Let’s see what is in my grab-bag of notes kept in readiness for In the Loop 
and I shall hope that one or two items may prove helpful for you. It would 
be encouraging to know that some small point made a difference to your 
project or research, so please let us know if you hit the jackpot this time.
On hearing that opals had been found near Tintenbar many years ago I told 
Frank Harvey who did some research and discovered that the gem was 
indeed mined there until 1922. There might be some left in the ground if 
you are quick, so take your bucket and spade out there to try your luck!
St John’s Parramatta cemetery project has received a substantial grant to 
collect fifty biographical essays on people buried in the oldest remaining 
European cemetery in Australia (RAHS Newsletter March 2019).

The Squatters, a 2019 publication by Barry Stone 
tells the story of Australia’s pastoral pioneers 
who rapidly spread over the land with their 
bullock wagons to become ‘scrub aristocrats’. 
By 1815 Bathurst was proclaimed a town. You 
will find the book in the Ballina branch of the 
Richmond Tweed Regional Library. 
The March issue of Ancestor from the 
Genealogical Society of Victoria is packed 
with splendid articles and information and 
when you visit our MHL you will find a nice 
pile of up to date WDYTYA magazines 
available for borrowing. At our April meeting 
Eldon Wright described new books on the 
shelves too which he hopes will be promptly 
whisked away to be read by members.

Irish Roots most recent journal No 109 is a particularly interesting one 
with a feature article on National School records and you are lucky if 
your interests are in Dorset for their journal is always a good read. Tanya 
Evans, Director of the Centre for Applied History at Macquarie University 
is seeking contributions to a project on the history of motherhood in 
Australia from 1920 to 2000.  And do read Notes and News on page 17 

  From the Media… by Marie Hart

In the Loop

Cover: The Squatters 
by Barry Stone

of March Descent for ways to contribute to this interesting undertaking. 
There is lots of good ‘railway reading’ in the Glamorgan FHS journal 
No 133 for March 2019.

February 2019 was a great month for Ballina when a brand new Ballina 
Coast High School was opened on the site of the former Ballina High 
School. It now caters for around 850 students, including those from 
Southern Cross High School at East Ballina where Ballina students 
had been re-located during the long construction period. Huge crowds 
attended two Open Days to see the transformation that had taken place in 
the educational system – quite unlike anything we older residents have 
ever known.
The heritage listed Kyogle Memorial Hall was officially reopened on 4 
March after a $640,000 upgrade (Northern Star 6 March 2019) and the 
President of Kyogle Historical Society, Doug Campbell, is delighted at 
the official opening of the Kyogle Museum by MP Thomas George on 
9 March, 2019.
On reading The Turbulent Life of Charles 
Kingsford Smith, a captivating account by 
Ann Blainey, recently published and in the 
Ballina Library, I read that around 1902 the 
worst drought in the history of the white 
settlement had destroyed half the country’s 
sheep, unemployment was high and tens 
of thousands were migrating. Canada, 
in particular, was hungry for settlers and 
was conducting an aggressive publicity 
campaign to attract migrants to its shores. 
Vancouver on Canada’s west coast beckoned 
Australians most persuasively so the Smith 
family joined friends there from 1903 until 
1909 when a downturn in the economy saw 
their return to Sydney. If you lost track of a 
family around that time you might find that 
they too migrated. 
In a Newsletter from the Royal Australian Historical Society in 
November last year some researchers had said they were having trouble 
reading ‘running writing’ which they found as impenetrable as Egyptian 
hieroglyphics! My grandchildren cannot read my writing either so greeting 
card messages need to be printed. You may have encountered the same.

Cover: The Turbulent Life 
of Charles Kingsford Smith 

by Ann Blainey
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Journal Gleanings
Australian
These journals are on the shelves in our Library and may be borrowed so 
you can read them at your leisure. You may well pick up some clues that 
are unlikely to be found in other places.
Westpac Group Archives from 1816 History Magazine RAHS Dec 18
Sea Gives Up Her Dead Dorunda & cholera Qld Family Historian Feb 19
Researching Tasmanian Records Ancestor March 19
DNA Basics South Aust Genealogist Feb 19
Enemies of Your Genealogical Records South Aust Genealogist Feb 19
Australian Nurses in Vietnam War History (RAHS) March 19
Spotlight on Bendigo: Heritage Goldmine Traces Edition 6 2019
Finding Your German Ancestors Traces Edition 6 2019
Overseas
Trenchard RAF Museum Halton Bucks Ancestor Dec 18
Mourning Jewellery NZ Genealogist Feb 19
Merthyr Railways Glamorgan FHS Mar 19
DNA May Save Lives of Grandchildren Irish Roots No 109 1st qr 19
Guildford Union Workhouse Root and Branch March 19
Complete Guide to DNA Testing Kits WDYTYA Dec 18
Trade Directories WDYTYA Dec 18
Asylum Records WDYTYA Nov 18

eJournals
by Jackie Chalmers

The following eJournals may be read on the computer in the Marie Hart Library. 
Australian (G-Y)
Bororen Soldier Left His Mark by Gregory Bray 
 Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc., Time Line, Nov 18
Who Was Miss Mary Elliott of Richmond by Cathy McHardy 
 Hawkesbury FHS, The Hawkesbury Crier, Sep 18
A Glance at Maria Lock by Judith O’Donohue Hawkesbury-Nepean Chapter 
Fellowship of First Fleeters, Newsletter,Autumn 19 
The Camera Reveals All by Chris Dingle 
 Hill End & Tambaroora Gathering Group, Newsletter, Feb 19
A New Gold Mountain or Chinese Hill End 
 Hill End History, Newsletter, Mar 19
Talented in Colonial Australian Art by Warwick Risby 
 Hobart Town First Settlers Assoc. Inc., Newsletter, Mar 19
Significant Dates extracted from ‘Family History Made Easy’ by Kathy Chater 
 Illawarra FHG, Illawarra Branches, Dec 18
Grandma's Veil by Narelle Davies Lake Macquarie FHG, The Chronicle, Feb 19
A Mutton Falls Family – courtesy of Bathurst Historical Society 
 Lithgow FHG, Lithgow Pioneer Press, Feb 19

Interviewing for Family History Research 
 Maitland and Beyond FH Inc., Tracks and Trails, Nov 18
The Jesse Family by Marlene Wilson 
 Maryborough District FHS Inc., Forebears, Nov 18
The Dusky Legend by Dr Ruby Langford-Ginibil 
 Mid-Richmond HS Inc., Newsletter, Feb 19
My Irish Farmer – Thomas Pelham Quigg by Cheryl Geddes Stokes 
 Milton–Ulladulla FHS Inc., Pigeon House Tidings, Dec 18
Using Ancestry’s NSW Gaol Description and Entrance Books 1818-1930 
 Newcastle FHS, Journal, Mar 19
Memories of a Small Child Living in Darwin Before Its Bombing by Joy Davis 
 GS of Northern Territory, Progenitor, Dec 18
The 1919 Influenza Pandemic in Orange Orange FHG, Newsletter, Apr 19
The Forgotten Army Dogtag Project by Linda Temple 
 FHS of Rockingham & District, Between the Lines, Mar 19
An Unfortunate Life: Margaret Noonan (1831-1875) by Judy Riley 
 Shoalhaven FHS, Time Traveller, Apr 19
John Tobias – Baker of  Meeniyan by Margaret Peggler  
 South Gippsland GS, Newsletter, Mar 19
The Benghazi Teapot by John Gill Genealogy Sunshine Coast, Kin Tracer, Mar 19
1919 Tenterfield Show Abandoned researched by Helen Richie 
 Tenterfield FHG, Tenterfield Generations, Mar 19
Finding John Marshall by Diana Beal 
 Toowoomba & Darling Downs FHS, The Gazette, Mar 19
REINKE Family History by Ailsa Reinke  
 Whitsunday FHG, Branching Out, Mar 19
The Kikoira Hotel by Georgina Duncan 
 Wyalong District FHG Inc., The Mallee Stump, Nov 18
Anglesea Barracks, Hobart New South Wales by Helen Johnson-Lord 
 Wyong FHG Inc., Tree of Life, Feb 19
A Brief History of Burrangong Station 1832-2018 
 Young and District FHG Inc., The Lambing Flat Leader, Feb 19

Overseas (G-M)
Communion Tokens & Family History Research by James Slavin 
 Glasgow & W of Scotland FHS, Gallus, Oct 18
It Brought It All Back To Me by John Bridger 
 Hillingdon FHS, Journal, Mar 19
ScotlandsPeople – Maps and Places by Ian McNeill 
 Lanarkshire FHS, Journal, Oct 18
Petition Registers for the Caledonian Asylum by Lona Kinnaird
 Lothians FHS, Family Roots, Spring 19
A Nuncupative Will from Prestwich by Ian Mc Alpine 
 The Manchester & Lancashire HHS, The Manchester Genealogist, Mar 19
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Snippet – Canadian Digitised Documentary Heritage
Over 60 million pages of digitised Canadiana collections of archival 
material, government publications, periodicals, monographs, annuals, 
and newspapers are free to access as of 1 January 2019.
The Canadiana collections are the largest online collections of early textual 
Canadiana in the world. The removal of the subscription paywall now 
allows unimpeded access to this unique historical content for researchers, 
students, faculty, and all users in Canada and around the world.
The Canadiana collections include three flagship collections: Early 
Canadiana Online, Héritage, and Canadiana Online. The Early Canadiana 
Online and Canadiana Online collections are comprised of Canadian 
monographs, periodicals, government publications, newspapers and 
annuals and amount to over 19 million pages. The Héritage collection, 
developed in partnership with Library and Archives Canada (LAC) and 
CRKN, includes 900 collections of 41 million pages of archival materials. 
The Héritage collection includes scans of microfilm taken from some of 
Library and Archives Canada’s most sought-after archival collections. 
If you have ancestors in Canada or are just interested in Canadian history 
and culture this is a very informative site. Some of it is in French but 
there are sorting tools. The website is http://www.canadiana.ca
Snippet – First Name Abbreviations
In many historic documents, first names were abbreviated. For example, 
old street directories and city directories always abbreviated common 
first names. Parish records often abbreviated familiar Christian names. 
This was done to save space and paper. 
In some jurisdictions, census enumerators would also abbreviate common 
first names when going door to door to save time. Knowledge of first 
name abbreviations can be very helpful in tracking down ancestors. 
For example, knowing that Chas is a short form for Charles, Geo 
represents George, My means Mary and Hy means Henry opens up many 
more possibilities when looking through historic ancestral records.
This web page has a fairly long list of them.
http://www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/list-of-first-name-abbreviations.html?

Snippets from Don
by Don Howell

For those members who were unable to attend meetings over the last three 
months this is a summary of the topics presented by our guest speakers. 

March 2019
Our guest speaker was the renowned poet, Ray Essery, who regaled 
members with his poems of a memorable life, of Australia – its land and 
its people. Between poems Ray talked about his family life, the local 
people and towns in the northern rivers. He was raised on the north coast 
of NSW and spent time in the Navy, owned and sold three dairy farms, 
raced trotters, bought shops and houses and still found time to travel the 
world before retiring to Brunswick Heads.  

April 2019

Frank Harvey once again provided members with a well-researched and 
excellent presentation on the Early Sugar Millers of Ballina. Frank also 
entertained us with the story of how he discovered the remains of John 
Sharpe’s old sugar mill near the Ballina Golf Course. Also included 
were many fascinating photos of the early mills and houses of the men 
who started them. 

Carol Brown’s story of her lost relative Robert Spence was equally 
interesting to members. Robert was hard to find as he was only ever 
known as James. His father had registered him as Robert because he 
liked the name but had forgotten they already had a Robert at home. 
Robert No 2 was called James but nobody thought to change his name 
at the Registry!!

May 2019
Can You Create a Family Tree for Your Business was the title of Frank’s 
talk and yes! after viewing Frank’s PowerPoint presentation it is possible 
to do that. Based on the history of a cordial business in Ballina it listed 
all the different owners and some of their history and made for a very 
creative and interesting topic.

Monthly Speakers
by Carol Donaghey 

www.rtfhs.org.au
www.rtfhs.org.au
https://www.eastperthcemeteries.com.au/index.php
http://www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/list-of-first-name-abbreviations.html
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The Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. was established in 1983 to serve 
the family history needs of researchers initially with a special interest in Northern New 
South Wales, Australia in the area bounded by the Richmond and Tweed Rivers, often 
referred to as the Northern Rivers.
The Marie Hart Library holds numerous local records including the Local Schools 
Admission Registers, Cemetery Records, Burial Records and Honour and Memorial 
Rolls from many locations within the Northern Rivers.
Over the years the library has expanded and now holds a wealth of information from 
across Australia including historical and pioneer records, war records, shipping lists, 
probate records, landholder returns, Colonial Secretary papers, cemetery  books 
etc. and journals including those from other English speaking countries. Access to 
Microfiche, CDs and a computer connected to the genealogical website Findmypast 
is also available. Contact Carol Brown on 02 6687 8443 if you need assistance.
The Society is able to do small family history searches for a fee of $15 per hour. Please 
include a 22 x 11 cm SAE and research fees where applicable. 

Anna Swayne was the American presenter of the Rootstech DNA 
Vodcast viewed by members. Lots of advice on what to do once you 
have taken a DNA test and received your results. The Vodcast has been 
loaded onto the computer in the Marie Hart Library if you want to see it 
– or see it again. There are also a number of DNA videos available from 
www.rootstech.org/category/dna.

An Appeal for Memories of Mothering
in Australia 1920-2000

(This article was in the April Newsletter of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society and is reprinted here for any members who 
may wish to contribute to the project.)

Tanya Evans, Director of the Centre for Applied History 
at Macquarie University would like members/readers to 
contribute to her collaborative project on the history of 
motherhood in Australia from 1920–2000. Family historians 
are desperate to discover stories about the mothers in their 
family trees but they can’t find them in our history books. 
Using family history as her starting point, she is gathering 
the memories and histories of motherhood collected by 
‘ordinary people’.
Can you help her explore how the experiences of ‘ordinary’ 
Australian mothers have changed over time? Do you 
have family histories, diaries, memoirs, family Bibles, 
scrapbooks, photographs, clothes, motherhood manuals, 
parenting advice books kept by your families that you would 
like to share with her and add to our collective knowledge of 
mothering in Australia?
If you are willing to contribute to this project by sharing 
copies of materials or your family’s memories of mothering 
in Australia, please contact Tanya via email, or mail (phone 
number available upon request).

Email: Tanya.evans@mq.edu.au 
Mail: Department of Modern History 
  Macquarie University 
  Australian Hearing Hub, Level 2 
  North Ryde, Sydney, NSW, 2109

Journal of the Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc.
Published March, June, September & December

The Editor, Carol Donaghey, would be pleased to accept articles for inclusion in this 
journal. Ideally they should be sent by email to Carol at carold2478@gmail.com 
but typed hard copy is also welcomed. The format preferred is Times New Roman 
font; 12 point; single spacing. 
Please add your contact details as the Editor may need to discuss with you any 
editing, abridgement or deferral to a future date of any material submitted for 
publication. It is your responsibility to ensure that your article does not infringe 
copyright. Items remain the copyright of the Richmond-Tweed Family History 
Society and the author.
Your input is important and makes for interesting and diverse reading for our 
members as well as to the other readers of our journal throughout Australia and 
overseas. We would love to hear about how you broke down those brick walls or 
any interesting information you have found out about an ancestor, so get those 
fingers typing.
The society does not accept responsibility for opinions and statements published by 
individual contributors. Original material in this journal may be reproduced with written 
permission from the society

Cedar LogTHE

www.rtfhs.org.au
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The Society meets at the Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street, Ballina – unless otherwise advised. 
Society meetings are held every month except January. The Society meets at 2.00 pm on the 
first Saturday of each month .

DATES TO REMEMBER

Saturday 1 June: Subject: ‘How to set up a Wiki Tree’. Speaker: John Tranter from 
Family History Library of Church of Jesus Christ of LDS.
Tuesday 4 June: The RTFHS Writers’ Group meets on the first TUESDAY of 
each month – at 1.00 pm – at the Marie Hart Library. Phone Group Leader Joan 
Fraser (6686 9664) for further details.
Saturday 6 July: Come join us to celebrate this wonderful milestone our Club 
is celebrating – its 35th Birthday Luncheon at 12 noon at Summerland House 
Farm Alstonville. It will be two courses with the main meal alternate service, 
and the dessert our Birthday Cake which will be served with Rasberry coulis and 
Ice Cream/Cream. There will be lucky door prizes including a free membership. 
Enquiries about the meal to Gwen Clark (6628 7797). It will also be a great 
opportunity to catch up with past members. Further details in the next monthly 
newsletter.
Saturday 3 August: AGM. Don Howell to demonstrate how to use the USB 
‘Cedar Log Digital Collection’.
Saturday 7 September: Subject: ‘The History of Norco’. Speaker: Greg McNamara. 
Saturday 5 October: Subjects: ‘Begotten by Fornication: records of illegitimacy 
in England and Wales’ and ‘Blogging for Family History’. Speaker: Helen Smith.
Saturday 2 November: Subject: ‘My First Family Member in Australia’. 
Coordinated by Leonie Oliver.

Saturday 7 December: Christmas Party.

MEMBERSHIP
Membership fees for the year 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 are 
$35 Individual/$45 Joint Membership. Journals will be sent to financial 
members only.

SoCIETy EvENTS
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