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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Incorporating HALIFAX and DISTRICT 

 
Calderdale Family History Society was founded on the 7th March 1985. 
We aim  

• To encourage interest in,  and assist with, research relevant to the study of family 
history in Halifax and the Calder valley.  

Our area  

• Covers the modern Calderdale Council established in 1975, which broadly covers the 
same area as the Ancient Parish of Halifax, with the addition to the west of the town-
ship of Todmorden and Walsden. 

We do this by 

• Holding  meetings,  usually on the 4th Thursday of each month  (except December) in 
Halifax. 

• Publishing The Scrivener, a quarterly journal, in paper form for full members and on our 

website for internet members. Contact the Scrivener Editor. 

• Publishing a monthly Newsletter for members who have an email address, and a Fa-
cebook page. Contact the Newsletter Editor.  

• Hosting a website www.cfhsweb.com, and a members’ forum. Contact the Web Ad-
ministrator. 

• Running a Research Room at Brighouse Library two half days a week for personal 
research. Contact the Research Room co-ordinator. 

• Running projects to transcribe records relevant to members’ research. Contact the 
Projects Co-ordinator. 

• Publishing transcribed records. Contact the Publications Officer. 

• Providing an enquiry and search service from our records in the Research Room. 
Contact the Enquiry service Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining a list of members’ interests by surname and dates of interest, which are 
available  to members on the website. Each quarter new additions are published in 

The Scrivener. Contact the Members’ Interests Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining an index of “Strays” (Calderdale people who appear in records else-
where). Contact the Strays Co-ordinator. 

Membership 

• Is open to all family historians who have an interest in the area. Contact the Member-
ship Secretary. 

• Annual subscriptions are £12.00 for UK individuals (£14.00 for family membership), 
£17/ £19 for Overseas 

• Internet membership is £6.00/ £8.00  which only provides information such as the 
journal on the Internet, but not on paper. 

• Subscriptions are due on the 1st of the month, on the anniversary of joining the Socie-
ty (cheques made payable to CFHS.) and should be sent to the Treasurer. 

• Overseas payments must be made in sterling, drawn on a bank with a branch in the 
UK, by Sterling Money Order. 

• Membership subscriptions may be paid annually by Standing Order: 
                Account Name : Calderdale FHS   Bank Sort Code : 30-93-76    Acc. No. 01670491 
                Reference to use : Memb. No. & Surname. (eg 1234Smith) 

• Credit Card payments for subscriptions and purchases of our publications may be 
made over the Internet via Genfair (www.genfair.co.uk). 

Contacting the Society 

• All correspondence requiring a reply must be accompanied by a S.A.E. Contact the 
Secretary or appropriate officer. 

• The names, addresses and email contacts of the Society’s officers and co-ordinators 

appear inside the back cover of The Scrivener and on the Society’s website. 

©  Copyright of Scrivener is held jointly by CFHS and the contributors.  
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THE  SCRIVENER 
 Publication Dates                             Deadline Dates for Copy  
 

 AUTUMN 2019 (September)  AUGUST 19th 
 WINTER 2019 (December)   NOVEMBER 11th 
 SPRING  2020 (March)   FEBRUARY 17th 
 SUMMER 2020 (June)   MAY 1st 
 

Please note that, due my other commitments, the copy date for the 
Summer issue is MAY 1st. Editor. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
 
Under the terms and conditions of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(2018) when you join Calderdale Family History Society (CFHS) as a 
member, or renew your membership, you agree that your personal infor-
mation will be stored in a retrieval system and saved as a hard copy.  A 
subset of this information is also held, securely, on the CFHS website for 
the purposes of allowing member access to the Members Only section of 
the website.    
 
If you decide not to renew your membership, or your membership of 
CFHS lapses, all your personal information will be deleted from all retriev-
al systems (electronic or paper hard copy) after up to 24 months of your 
membership expiring. 
 
You may, at any time, withdraw your consent by contacting CFHS GDPR 
Controller by E-mailing systems@cfhsweb.com or in writing to the Society 
Secretary.   This may exclude you from the ability to use some of the So-
ciety's facilities. 
 
You may view the information that we hold by applying to the Membership 
Secretary - membsec@cfhsweb.com.   You may also view the Society 
Data Protection Policy and the GDPR Compliance Document by applying 
to the Secretary - secretary@cfhsweb.com 

Insurance Exclusions 
The insurance which we hold for certain activities undertaken by mem-
bers is limited to cover for members under 75 years of age.  Consequent-
ly, any member over 75 who is concerned about taking part in specific 
Society activities should contact the Secretary for clarification. 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
mailto:membsec@cfhsweb.com
mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
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COVER PICTURE 
Hebden Bridge, St James. 

If you know anything about this church, please let me know, so I 
can share it with members in the next issue. 

Thank you!. 

Editor 

Editorial 
 
As always, thanks to everyone who has sent contributions to Scrive-
ner. Keep them coming! I particularly like pictures. I have a file of 
pictures of churches around Calderdale, but I don’t know anything 
about them!  I’ve put St. James of Hebden Bridge on the cover of 
this issue.  If you have any nuggets of information about it, or you 
were christened or married there, or your ancestors were, do let me 
know. 
 
Thanks also for corrections/updates on useful contacts. I do rely on 
you to tell me of these. 
 
False news is not new! See Peter Lord’s article on page 19 and also 
Mike Priestley’s article in the June issue of Scrivener.  It seems that 
“telling it like it is” is the new thing, not false news, and even now, I 
suspect most of us want to portray ourselves in a good light, and 
with the best will in the world, everyone’s view is uniquely their own!  
 
Way back, stories were told to instruct people - how to behave, 
when to plant the seeds, how to foretell the weather, when reap the 
harvest etc. or to praise the greatness of kings and frighten people 
into obeying them.  
 
Nowadays, the fashion seems to be not to tell the facts (remember 
learning dates of battles and reigns of kings in History at school?), 
but to find out how people feel about things. 
 
“What is truth?” as someone famously asked. Well, it’s certainly too 
big a question to answer here! 
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CFHS Annual Computer Audit -  April 2019 
 

The Calderdale Family History Society (CFHS) is increasingly de-
pendent on the use of computers in nearly all its areas of operation 
including keeping its financial accounts; in maintaining and the safe-
keeping of its membership database; the production of the Scrive-
ner; website maintenance and the running of the Research Room 
database and access systems. This is the fifth year that such a re-
view has been carried out to assess whether these areas of opera-
tion overseen by individual Officers are adequately supported in 
their use of computer hardware and software.  
 
The audit has shown Officers are using their own personal comput-
er systems for Society work. The majority are using hardware pur-
chased within the last five to six years; their software tends to be up 
to date or still practicable and anti-virus protection is in place on 
their personal computers.  
 
The Research Room databases and access systems directly under 
Society control continue to be supported by laptop computers pur-
chased by the Society well over ten years ago. It is recommended 
that the purchase of replacement hardware be considered. Software 
used in the running of some of the Research Room databases has 
been withdrawn and the search for a suitable replacement is still 
ongoing. Research Room computers do not necessarily require anti
-virus protection as there is no connection to outside networks and 
no one other than a Society Officer can use removable hardware.  
 
The procedure set in place in 2017 to safeguard personal and sen-
sitive data held on Society databases is working well and relevant 
documentation held on Officers computer systems are regularly 
backed-up.  
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CFHS Talk ~ August 2018  

THE HAZARDS OF RAIL TRAVEL 
By MRS M. USHER 

 
The warnings were there, right from that first train journey.  In 1940 
my mother and I set off from Bradford to stay with some friends on a 
farm between York and Malton. On previous visits I had been with 
my father, mother and two older sisters by car and had always been 
sick.  So this time we were going by train.  Problem solved. 
 
I had a window seat from Bradford, but at Leeds lots of soldiers got 
on and I had to sit on my mother’s knee.  The soldiers were very 
good; they played games with me. I grew gradually quieter because 
my tum got a bit over-excited.  One of the soldiers held out a hand 
with some sweets in it and offered me a toffee.  My mother said, 
She’s a bit train-sick.  I leant forward to take one, and that kind sol-
dier’s highly polished boots received the contents of my over-
wrought tum. 
 
Our stay at Peep o’ Day Farm was the first many visits that we 
made. My mother had cancer and she’d been having radium treat-
ment,  this week at the farm helped her to get over it.  
 
Helping with the cows, milking, making butter, collecting eggs, were 
all parts of the excitement of staying at the farm.  
 
Billy, the farmer, would bring the tractor down with a trailer and a 
sofa for my mother to lie on underneath the trees so that she could 
be with us. 
 
During the war German prisoners came to help with the harvest. We 
used to play games at lunchtime and we sang German songs.  I 
learnt Lili Marlene and Heilige Nacht and other songs in German.  
We played cricket; we taught the Germans to play cricket.  We be-
came friends, which sounds a bit strange in wartime, but we did.  
 
Jump to1956; laden with a heavy suitcase, large hold-all with craft 
equipment, folders with samples of work, a portfolio of designs and 
patterns and pushing a pre-World War II bicycle, I went to the sta-
tion in Northampton to come back to Shipley. On this particular day 
there was snow and ice. The train didn’t arrive,  the points were 
frozen. The lines were covered in snow and so was the station.  The 
first train that arrived was in the afternoon at about 1 o’clock, and it 
was going to Wellingborough.  I put the bags in the guard’s van and 
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got everything onto the train and went to Wellingborough.  I took it 
all off again at Wellingborough. There was no heat in the ladies’ 
waiting room.  The stationmaster decided I might freeze to death 
and he’d have a problem explaining it, so he chaperoned me in the 
gentlemen’s waiting room. Eventually the train came and took me to 
Kettering, where again I retrieved my bags.  There was no heat 
anywhere at Kettering. Eventually a train came that was going to 
Market Harborough, so I got on that. I managed to ring my father up 
to say that I would be late,  he said, well, let me know when you get 
there. 
 
At 2:30am I arrived in Bradford.  On the platform there was a big 
blackboard with a notice on it, which said: Will Margaret Fox kindly 
telephone her father and advise him of her arrival.  I rang him, and 
he said, What time of day do you call this?  But he did come and 
collect me. The bicycle which I had somehow forgotten, arrived 
three months later.  
 
The next time we went by train we had a seven month old daughter 
and an old-fashioned pushchair.  My husband put the luggage in the 
pushchair and I carried Elizabeth. At Forster Square Station we 
couldn't get through the ticket barrier with the pushchair so they 
took us round where the luggage goes.  As we rounded the corner, I 
slipped on some grease and went down.  When I opened my eyes I 
was right on the edge of the platform, all I could see was a wheel, 
and I hadn’t got the baby.  I struggled to get up, shouting out her 
name, all I could hear was dreadful wailing noises. My glasses were 
gone and I couldn't find anybody or anything. Somebody very sensi-
bly gave me Elizabeth.  Apparently what I’d done as I fell was to 
move round so that she was all right and I hit my head.  A railway 
official asked my husband if I wanted an ambulance or was I all 
right, and he said, Oh, of course she’s all right, but her coat’s an 
awful mess.  So he said, Oh well, get that cleaned and send us a 
bill.  So we got on the train and we went to Warwickshire to visit our 
friends.  At least Elizabeth and my husband did.  I spent the next 
three days in hospital with delayed concussion.   
 
Some years later, by which time we had two more children, my hus-
band decided we weren’t going to go to Lytham St Anne’s or Scar-
borough for our holiday; we were going to go to Perranporth in 
Cornwall.  Hmm.   It’s all right, he said, don’t worry about it.  So 
armed with games, toys, sweets and other bits and pieces we set 
off.  We stopped at a station and on the platform was one of these 
refreshment stands. My husband said, I’ll just go and get us some-
thing off that.  I said, the train will be going. No, he said, it won’t.  So 
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off he went.  He had not come back. The train went! I thought he 
must have got on further down the train, and waited for him to ap-
pear. He didn’t, but the ticket collector did.  No prizes for guessing 
who’d got the tickets.  We got to Bristol, and guess who appeared?  
Quite nonchalantly and sat down.  I said, where were you?  What 
had happened was that he had missed the train; he got on a local 
train and caught us up in Bristol.  
 
In 1970 my husband came home very excited one evening and 
gave me a present.  It was the details of a truly bargain basement 
package. A four-night trip to Paris, with the French Travel Service.  
There were various rates and as I speak French I decided on the 
bed and breakfast option which left me free to do whatever I want-
ed.   
 
So the day came. Very excited, I left Keighley to go to Bradford and 
catch the train to London.  There were 13 coaches on the train.  Do 
you think that’s ominous?  It was very, very packed.  I sat down with 
a dentist, his wife and children who were emigrating to Australia.  
They had a lot of luggage in that carriage and they also had 11 
items in the guard’s van. The train had problems and it pulled in at a 
disused platform in a very remote spot somewhere along the main 
line. We were told that everybody had to walk through the train to 
the front coach to get off onto the platform. The dentist decided he 
had to rescue his luggage from the luggage van. So as everybody 
was going thataway, one sole man was going the other. It did not 
enhance the atmosphere in any way whatsoever. 
 
In the meantime I helped his wife and children with their suitcases.   
When we got onto the platform we all knew what it was like to be a 
sardine in a tin.  We breathed alternately. We waited for ages and at 
last saw a train in the  distance coming our way,  but it was full.  
About twenty minutes later another unit came which let twenty peo-
ple on, so we could breathe a little bit more easily then.  Eventually 
a relief train arrived and we all got on.  I was careful not to sit near 
the dentist and his wife in case I had to carry more luggage. 
 
I reached London in the middle of the afternoon when I was sup-
posed to have been leaving Calais.  My ticket was a group ticket, so 
I’d just got the receipt.  I hadn’t got tickets for going any further.  So 
I went to Piccadilly in the middle of London, visited the French Trav-
el Service and explained what had happened. They gave me a note 
to supplement the one I’d got and said,  just get any train and go 
there,  so I did.  I arrived about midnight.  Arriving in a station in 
Paris at midnight when you don’t really know anything except the 
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address of the hotel is a bit daunting, even if you do speak French. I 
got myself to the hotel and thought, I’ll see the guide in the morning.  
I woke up early and went for a walk, came back to find the guide 
wasn’t there. All the days I was there, I had a good time. I saw 
some friends, and I went to the Opéra Comique and had a super 
time. 
 
On the last evening I came back to find a note for me from the guide 
to say that they had decided to extend the day, go back in the even-
ing and arrive in London at midnight.  Fine, if you lived in London, 
but I didn’t.  So I looked at all my timetables and I thought, I can’t do 
it.  I can’t get a train out of London until 5 o’clock in the morning, I 
haven’t got enough English money for a hotel in London, I don’t 
fancy being in King’s Cross Station all night, really.  What am I go-
ing to do?  So I said to the concierge, I need to see the guide in the 
morning.  Oh right, she says. I went down in the morning and took 
all my timetables with me and explained the problem to him in 
French and he looked at me and then he laughed.  I thought, have I 
said something really wrong grammatically?  Then he said, no, it’s 
all right, the receptionist had told him I spoke French and that I 
knew my way around Paris. So he said, just go back as you were 
going to do, you’ll be all right, don’t worry.  So I did.  And I came 
home without incident.  Nothing else happened but that was partly 
because I avoided trains. 
 
Later in my career I was involved with a scheme to link schools in 
England with other schools in Europe.  A few schools in Bradford 
thought it might be a good idea. We had to fill in an application form 
and I chose the most enthusiastic school to try this out.  We had to 
put in which countries we were interested in, so after some discus-
sion we put France, Belgium, Switzerland and Germany, because I 
spoke French and German.  Then we put in Sweden, because we 
know that all Swedes speak English don’t they? Just before Christ-
mas we were having a final assembly and the head handed me a 
letter. I just had time to open the envelope, have a look at it and put 
it in my pocket.  All through this assembly part of my brain was say-
ing, that didn’t look like Swedish.  It wasn’t, it was Hungarian.  
 
I wrote to the school during Christmas and got in touch with a Hun-
garian Club in Bradford. They were very helpful, but most of them 
had been displaced persons after the war and hadn’t been in Hun-
gary since 1939. The others had come over in 1956. One lot knew 
the old Hungary and the other one knew it under Communism. Here 
we were in 1988 and all their history was old. I wanted to know what 
it was like now. So they said, well, the Hungarian attaché is coming 
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the first Sunday in February.  Would you like to meet him?     I said, 
well, that would be very good.   
 
So along comes the Cultural Minister and I’m explaining what we’ve 
been doing.  I said, I haven’t heard from the school yet, perhaps 
their plans have changed. Oh, he said, you will hear from them.  I 
said, we do want to get a link between the two schools.  Oh, he 
said, that’s fine, don’t worry about it.   So I said, well, with due re-
spect everybody here is very, kind and helpful, but I want to know 
what modern Hungary is like. Do you have books or anything like 
leaflets that we can use? Oh yes, yes, he said.  If that school is in 
session when you are on Spring Bank holiday, would you be able to 
go out and visit them?  Oh, of course, what a brilliant idea. We soon 
got it sorted,  provided the teacher contacted me. 
 
That was Sunday.  Eight o’clock Wednesday morning I had a phone
-call at home.  This woman said, I am the teacher in the school in 
Hungary.  I said How nice to hear from you.  We are all waiting for 
you.  The Congressman is waiting for you,  the head teacher, and 
the children are waiting for you. I thought, my goodness.  I said, 
Well, I’m hoping to come yes,  and we got it all arranged.  
 
I thought I’d go by train.  I made intensive and extensive enquiries.  
I wrote down all the times of the trains. When they left; when they 
arrived; which way they went; where to change trains; everything.  
There was a train from Ostend through to Budapest, one train a 
day.  So I booked, sorted my luggage and set off. I got the train at 
Bradford Forster Square station, it was May 20th, which was also 
Cup Final day. 
 
I got the 6:50 train from Bradford; it was late getting into Leeds.  I 
was due to get into London at 9:45 and the boat train didn’t leave till 
12. I planned to go immediately from King’s Cross to Victoria, have 
something to eat and then get the boat train.  There was time.  Well, 
the train didn’t set off. They decided that it needed a second engine 
because the second engine wasn’t working.  It couldn't go without 
two engines because of the length of the train.  So they took the 
second engine off, which is not easy when it’s all coupled together.  
I couldn't get a different train because they were all full because it 
was Cup Final day and so I stayed where I was.  The replacement 
engine came and they coupled it up to the engine but it wouldn't 
couple up the brake system with the coaches.  So they took that off 
and asked for another.  It did come and they fastened it up, and it 
wouldn't couple up with the engine, though it would couple up with 
the carriages, so they put the defunct engine back on.  Regulations 
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say that it has to have two engines to be able to move.  Not that 
they both have to work.  Just that the train can’t go without two en-
gines.   
 
We set off. The ticket collector came round. The Cup Final people 
were saying, We don’t want to miss the match.  Oh no, he said, you 
won’t miss the match.  We’re putting buses on to take you to Wem-
bley, you’ll be all right.  I came along with a ticket that had about ten 
pages to it and said, I’m not going to Wembley.  I’m going to Hunga-
ry, to Budapest.  Oh, he says, flicking through the tickets.  He went 
on his way. The next time he came through I said, If you can put on 
buses for all the Wembley people, how about a helicopter to get me 
to Ostend in time?  You’ll be all right, he said.  I said, No, I won’t be 
all right, it’s the only way I can get there today on this route to Hun-
gary.  I’m being met by officials.  Officials?  Yes, representatives of 
the Ministry of Education. She was a teacher; the children were at 
school; they were members of the Ministry of Education, weren’t 
they?  Sounds more impressive than saying an English teacher. 
 
So he went off on his travels then came back again and I said, Can 
you ring them from that station to ask them for some sort of way to 
get me onto the boat train? Oh no, he says, You’ll be all right.  I was 
very angry, however, I didn’t have to do anything because all the 
football fans had heard this and didn’t like it. I just sat there and let 
them be cross with him.  We didn’t see him again. We got into Lon-
don at 11.47. It takes 14 minutes by underground  King’s Cross to 
Victoria. The station master was asking the engine drivers  Why are 
you late?  So I stopped and said, flashing my tickets, can you ring 
Victoria up and get them to delay this train?  I’m going on the under-
ground, I should be there by 12.  Right, he says, I’ll do that. and I 
dashed off. 
 
In Victoria, I ran across the concourse and the train was chugging 
out of the station.  The guard was grinning his head off with his 
whistle and his green flag.  So I stopped and I managed to say, did 
King’s Cross contact you to delay the train?  Oh, you can’t stop it 
more than five minutes it’s the boat train.  I said, well, when I got 
here it was four minutes past 12 by your station clock and it was 
already going, you haven’t given it five minutes.  Oh well, it’s gone 
now.  You’ll have to go tomorrow. 
 
I went to the station master’s office and there was a young lad in 
there who hadn’t started shaving.  It’s very sad, you know, when an 
irate middle-aged woman used to quelling 1,500 adolescents in an 
assembly hall goes into an office where there’s one lad all by him-
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self.  Well, he says, you’ll have to go tomorrow.  I said, I can’t go 
tomorrow.  I have representatives of the Ministry of Education for 
Hungary and a representative of the Defence Ministry to meet me.  
Her husband was a Lieutenant Colonel, so he was a representative 
of the Defence Ministry, wasn’t he?   And various other people, their 
children.  I said, the repercussions of my not being there on time are 
going to be enormous.  I didn’t say to whom.  He went to the phone.  
If I get really angry I cry. I don’t sob, but tears run down my cheeks.  
He took one look at me and he said, she’s got greying hair and 
she’s crying.  Whoever he was talking to sent me to the ticket office. 
It was a huge room and in the middle there was one of those ticket 
things that you get in delicatessens to say when it’s your turn. There 
was a man standing near it. The queue went all the way around the 
room and there were 15 ticket office kiosks there.  I’m not waiting in 
this queue, I’ll be here till Monday. 
 
So I walked over to this man and I said, in my poshest accent, I’ve 
been sent from the Station Master’s office and somebody is meant 
to meet me. I think that’s the gentleman I need to see, and I 
marched across.  Why I wasn’t lynched by the queue I don’t know.  
It took 40 minutes to change my tickets.  
 
They re-routed me and I zigzagged across Germany, and so I got to 
Munich.  In Munich I got on a train that I could stay on till Salzburg. 
 
A German family got on, a man and woman, with two daughters, 
more or less my age.  We spoke mainly German but he had some 
English, so I asked where did you learn English?  Ah, he said, I was 
a prisoner of war in England.  So he talked about that for a bit.  I 
said, where were you?  He said, In the north.  I said, Yorkshire?  He 
said, yes, Yorkshire, yes.  I said, were you always in the camp?  No, 
no, he said, we went to the farms.  We helped with the harvest.  So 
I got him to talk about the farm and Billy, the farmer and his sister 
and after a bit I said, what was the farm called?  He couldn't re-
member but knew it was something to do with sunrise.  So I said, 
Peep o’ Day Farm.  He said, yes. I said, was it in Slingsby?  He 
said, Yes, that it is, Slingsby.  Yes.   We talked a bit more and I 
mentioned my mother.  Ah, he said, the lady on the sofa. He said 
she had a little girl with her.  I said, yes.  You taught her German 
songs.  Yes, he said, and I made her a little wooden doll.  I said yes, 
I called her Matilda. 
 
So we had a mini-celebration in this railway compartment and de-
cided to have a celebratory breakfast in Salzburg. We got off the 
train in Salzburg, ever so excited. We got to the ticket barrier and I 
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asked, do you have somewhere I can leave my suitcase, so I didn’t 
have to drag it all round Salzburg.  He looked at the ticket and he 
said, Vienna, come with me.  He seized the suitcase in one hand 
and me in the other and ran along the platform, around the corner to 
where a train was just setting off.  He threw the suitcase on and 
pushed me into the arms of a man who was standing there, and that 
was the last I saw of the Germans. The stupid thing is, we had not 
exchanged names and addresses because we were waiting to do 
that when we found somewhere to have the celebratory meal.  I 
sent a thing to the local paper in Munich but we never heard any-
thing from them again. 
 
When I got back from Hungary I wrote to British Rail to complain 
and they wrote back.  After a lot of negotiations I got a letter and 
cheque.  It said, “I acknowledge receipt of your letter and I am 
pleased to hear that you are willing to accept the board’s goodwill 
offer of £140. I enclose herewith a cheque for the same.”  I told my 
bank manager and she said, Frame it!.  I said, not flaming likely.  I 
am photocopying it along with the letter. 
 
 I’ve got a few photographs. All the school children in the photo-
graphs have been guests at my house. Getting that through from 
the British Embassy in Hungary was quite difficult, they wanted to 
know why I was doing it. In the end I said to somebody, well, I could 
never do anything against Communism, but I can do something to 
help people now.  This is my way of helping.  They’re with me for 
three weeks.  They’re improving their English and they have a bet-
ter chance of passing their exams when they go back home. 
 
So that’s it.  Thank you very much. 
 
© August 2018 – Mrs. M. Usher  
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YES, DNA TESTING WILL HELP YOUR RESEARCH 

                       by Gary Muffley 

When you use DNA for family research, you will learn things which 
you would not have otherwise known. Just a basic level of 
knowledge of DNA will yield results. Here is an example of the use 
of both yDNA & autosomal DNA (atDNA) in my West Yorkshire an-
cestries: https://jaggerline.blogspot.com/2019/06/walker-jagger-of-
southowram-dna.html  For some DNA basics, consult books & 
online resources by Dr. Blaine Bettinger, & also review the March 
2019 DNA article in the Scrivener.  The CFHS online forum has a 
DNA thread, & I would be glad to help anyone who has questions or 
needs a bit of help.  

Autosomal DNA (atDNA) comes to us from all lines of ancestry. 
Everyone has some chromosomal traces from all 16 2nd great-
grandparents. Beyond that, traces from some ancestral lines drop 
out. You might have some match people where the Most Recent 
Common Ancestor (MRCA) was born in the early 1600s, but likely 
not any earlier. Degree of genetic relatedness with any match per-
son is measured in centiMorgans (cM) of shared chromosomal seg-
ments. Some averages obtained in Blaine Bettinger’s research: 
Siblings = 2629 cM. Half-siblings = 1760 cM. A grandparent as 
MRCA = 884 cM. 2nd great-grandparent as MRCA = 75 cM. Shared 
segments below 7 cM might be random noise, not Identical By De-
scent signals.   

I have tested my autosomal DNA at both www.familytreedna.com & 
www.ancestry.com FTDNA has a chromosome browser.  Ances-
tryDNA does not, but has other superior features. At both labs, 
one’s own atDNA kits should be linked to an online publicly viewa-
ble tree which you input. Enter as much as you know so far. Using 
both atDNA & the linked tree, AncestryDNA attempts, via 
“ThruLines” analyses, to suggest hypothesized relationships with 
others along all of your ancestral lines, back as far as 5th great-
grandparents as reference persons. For example, using my 3rd 
great-grandfather William Jagger (b. 1781, Southowram) as the 
selected MRCA, several (but not all) of my Jagger-line atDNA 
match people are captured by ThruLines. Some people already 
known, some new. Minor errors in AncestryDNA’s formulations 
(likely from errors in the trees of your matches) are usually easily 
seen; verify for yourself whatever is suggested. William Jagger’s 
son John Jagger (b. 1808, Southowram) was my ancestor. John’s 
brother William (b. 1813) was the ancestor of a newly-discovered 
Jagger cousin now living in Lightcliffe. I doubt that I ever would 

https://jaggerline.blogspot.com/2019/06/walker-jagger-of-southowram-dna.html
https://jaggerline.blogspot.com/2019/06/walker-jagger-of-southowram-dna.html
http://www.familytreedna.com
http://www.ancestry.com
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have found her except for atDNA. John’s brother Joseph (b. 1817) 
was the ancestor of at least 4 of my atDNA/documented cousins, 
some living in Canada.  John’s sister Elizabeth (b. 1819) was the 
ancestor of Cousin Chris, a very active family researcher. He & I 
match at 2 chromosomal locations. The locations are not specified 
by AncestryDNA, which is the big flaw of that lab. One remedy is to 
send the raw atDNA data to www.gedmatch.com Another remedy is 
to also test at Family Tree DNA. Chris has tested at FTDNA, as 
have I, so we know the exact chromosomal locations, specified by 
numbered start & stop points along named chromosomes. This can 
be helpful to know when several cousins’ shared segments triangu-
late at the same location. A certain segment on a certain chromo-
some came from an ancestor who might be identified, in many in-
stances. Triangulation on a chromosomal segment by several peo-
ple is described at https://jaggerline.blogspot.com/2008/02/jeremiah
-jaggers-dna-kin-in-southowram.html where my 2nd cousin Randy 
matches several people at the same Chromosome 10 location: De-
scendants of Jeremiah Jagger (b. 1610, Southowram; migrated to 
New England). This durable chromosomal segment amounts to an 
identifying marker for some descendants of 1600s Jagger in Ameri-
ca. Actor Dean Jagger may have been such a recipient, but I guess 
that we’ll never know. My Grandpa Albert Muffley (m. Edna Jag-
ger) thought that Dean might be kin, but certainly not in the way that 
DNA now suggests, i.e. by Southowram MRCA prior to the early 
1600s. The 1600s America Jagger descendants are DNA kin to my 
line, which only left West Yorkshire over 2 centuries later. Try figur-
ing that one out without the help of DNA! There is a tendency in 
these triangulations for the shared segments to be resistant to 
change at each reproductive level & thus persist down more gener-
ations than otherwise expected. These are sometimes called “sticky 
segments”.  

My results from both labs have been sent to www.gedmatch.com 
where my kits are T203534 & A693287. Cousin Chris is 
CC7754868. Establish a free log-in at GEDmatch to use my data to 
try out the analytical tools available.  Basic tools are free, & ad-
vanced tools cost US$10/month. Using an “auto-cluster” tool, some 
of my matches at GEDmatch were sorted into clusters where there 
is common ancestry within each cluster. An atDNA cousin living in 
Australia falls into a cluster with 7 other people beside me, triangu-
lating on Chromosome 1. Halifax & vicinity, prior to 1843, is sus-
pected as a starting point in search of the so-far elusive common 
ancestor of 9 people. Using the tool “segment search” for my Chro-
mosome 19 picks up Cousin Chris, his mother, & other people 
whom I had previous not encountered, but who are nevertheless my 

http://www.gedmatch.com
https://jaggerline.blogspot.com/2008/02/jeremiah-jaggers-dna-kin-in-southowram.html
https://jaggerline.blogspot.com/2008/02/jeremiah-jaggers-dna-kin-in-southowram.html
http://www.gedmatch.com
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atDNA cousins.  

Be prepared for Non-Paternity Events (NPE), i.e. mis-assigned pa-
ternity. In my hometown genealogical society DNA Working Group, 
one of the coordinators discovered that she is a half-sib, not a full 
sib, with her siblings. The guy who raised her 60+ years ago was 
not her biological father. After dealing with the emotional shock, she 
went on to identify her probable actual “Bio-Dad”, & now she gives 
talks in the community about this discovery & quest. Her years of 
research on the line of her “birth certificate father” (who was in the 
South Pacific when she was conceived) apply to her half-sibs, but 
not to her. Others in the family must have known, but did not tell 
her. “Bio-Dad” went on to have other kids who are now atDNA cous-
ins of my DNA Working Group friend. NPEs might have occurred in 
England at about a rate of 2% per generation, so if your ancestral 
research is not backed by DNA, there could be errors.  

My 3rd great-grandfather William Jagger (b. 1781) received yDNA 
from his father, almost certainly William Walker (b. 1749) at http://
kittybrewster.com/ancestry/walker.htm  whose various levels of 
grandmothers’ surnames (including Mortimer) appear as ancestral 
surnames of some of my atDNA matches. My 2nd cousin Randy 
received this Walker-Jagger yDNA. All descendants of William 
Walker & Mary Jagger received atDNA from both Walker & Jag-
ger. Thus, plugging either surname into the atDNA search engine at 
AncestryDNA yields a substantial list of genetic cousins. The Jag-
ger kin I can easily identify, but the MRCAs of the many Walker-
non Jagger atDNA matches to myself & to other close Jagger 
cousins are usually too generationally distant for easy connecting 
because of gaps in documenting relationships. Several of both 
kinds (Walker-Jagger & Walker-non Jagger) of cousins have an-
cestors who lived along & either side of a line between Southowram 
& Birstall. My various West Yorkshire ancestries tend to not lie fur-
ther north than Bradford & Leeds, nor further south than Almond-
bury.  

Yet to be found are more Jagger-non Walker cousins, other than 
the descendants of Jeremiah Jagger (b. 1610, Southowram) whose 
Jagger ancestors were in North America for over 2 centuries before 
their genetic kin, my line, left West Yorkshire. My 4th great-
grandmother Mary Jagger (b. 1759, Southowram) reportedly had 
siblings. Their descendants & DNA profiles have yet to be re-
searched, if indeed any such descendants survive & test their DNA. 
With some extraordinary luck, we might just actually run across the 
probable genetic profile of the John Jagger of 1379 Stainland, from 

http://kittybrewster.com/ancestry/walker.htm
http://kittybrewster.com/ancestry/walker.htm
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whom many people undoubtedly descend. Autosomal DNA cannot 
reach back to 1379, but the generational reach of yDNA for genea-
logical work goes back many centuries. Because of the antiquity of 
this surname in WRY, Jagger yDNA samples were solicited (found 
or not?) by Dr. Turi King  
for some of her research. Turi later did the DNA analyses on the 
remains of King Richard III.  

Ann Walker (b. 1803) is featured in the BBC/HBO production 
“Gentleman Jack”. I believe her to have been a 1st cousin of my 
William Jagger (b. 1781). The production’s musical score includes 
the talents of Cousin Chris, probable kinsman of Ann! The Walker 
of Walterclough Hall (“Wuthering Heights”) group continues to be a 
research interest of mine. If we find verifiable yDNA from this family, 
I’m betting that it would match the men of Walker yDNA Project 
Group 20, where Cousin Randy’s data resides as the only Jagger. 
https://www.familytreedna.com/public/Walker%20DNA%20Project%
20mtDNA%20Results?iframe=ycolorized Cousin Dave is Kit # 
352904. He has extensively tested yDNA SNP (Single Nucleotide 
Polymorphism) markers, & has been found positive on a Terminal 
SNP which appears so far to be fairly specific to this group of Walk-
er-of-West Yorkshire (& one Jagger) & their close kin. This is one 
of the closest instances which I’ve encountered to what Blaine Bet-
tinger calls “Family-Specific SNPs”, likely coming soon, given the 
rapid pace of DNA research. Randy’s yDNA likely arrived in Britain 
from Scandinavia long before the Viking Era & likely acquired some 
yDNA markers mutations while in Britain.  

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/public/Walker%20DNA%20Project%20mtDNA%20Results?iframe=ycolorized
https://www.familytreedna.com/public/Walker%20DNA%20Project%20mtDNA%20Results?iframe=ycolorized
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Historical Recollections – can you rely on them ? 
 

When we are doing our research, we are always pleased to come 
across contemporary recollections from people who “were there at 
the time”.    Because of the immediacy, we tend to believe what is 
said to be accurate (& true!). 
 
However, the attitudes of the day should also be taken into account.    
It never really occurred to me how information might have been 
supressed or even falsified to give a deliberately misleading impres-
sion of people’s background, until I read a book recently entitled 
“The Real Oliver Twist” by John Waller (ISBN 1-84046-542-5). 
 
This gives a fascinating account of an orphaned workhouse boy, 
Robert Blincoe, who was transported from St Pancras in London 
up to Lancashire, to work in the cotton mills in the late 1790s.   
From then on, he overcame fantastic odds eventually to become a 
cotton trader in his own right.   This book is well worth a read as it 
goes into great detail about the conditions endured by much of the 
working population during the 1st half of the 19th century - & it 
doesn’t make pleasant reading ! 
 
Towards the end of the book, it describes the attitudes likely to have 
been displayed by Robert Blincoe’s son (also Robert) who, by the 
mid-19th century, was a relatively comfortable clergyman, firstly in 
Wolverhampton & then in London. 
 
I would like to quote, verbatim, from the book, about the attitudes of 
people at that time concerning their antecedents :- 
 

“Robert’s modest wealth, his social standing, and his humble 
origins seem to have caused him growing disquiet.   Doubtless 
he felt gratitude towards his father for the sacrifices he had 
made in sending him to school and allowing him to go to univer-
sity, but Robert’s children seem to have grown up knowing 
nothing at all of their grandfather’s remarkable progress from 
parish workhouse to cotton business.   This wasn’t unusual for 
the times.   Few Victorians looked back with anything other than 
horror on their poorer antecedents.   The obscure & mediocre 
tended to be quietly removed from family trees, while spurious 
connections were often asserted to eminent generals, lord, in-
tellects or clerics.   Men like Blincoe, who beat fantastic odds 
to rise from workhouse and parish apprenticeships to relative 
comfort, won few accolades for all their pains. 
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A person’s origins still counted for as much as the road they 
travelled, and the Reverend Blincoe certainly had not achieved 
the genteel heights from which he could reflect on his roots with 
either indifference or satisfaction.   And so, rather than telling of 
his own father’s ultimately successful struggle, he inserted into 
his scrapbook a Hyde family crest and motto said to belong to 
his wife’s maternal line.   Robert probably didn’t know that the 
Hyde family referred to in the crest had nothing to do with his 
own wife’s ancestors.   It was a cheap affectation adopted by 
one of her relations to give some aristocratic polish to an other-
wise unprepossessing family line.   But Robert wasn’t likely to 
inquire too deeply into its provenance, for the same reason that 
he became highly circumspect in telling of his own.    Robert’s 
gentlemanly status as a poor rector was too insecure for him to 
risk allowing his father’s history to be widely broadcast.” 
 

So, it can be seen from this that contemporary accounts, even 1st 
hand, need to be treated with caution.   It is tempting to pounce on a 
fascinating fact & claim it for your own, but, to be sure, it is wise to 
try to find other, corroborating, detail – ideally from a neutral source. 
Of course, the level of certainty that we require in our research dif-
fers from person to person, so it is a matter of choice as to how far 
you go to check out any facts concerning your own background. 
 

Peter Lord 

REQUIEM  
by Jeannie Allergist 

 
Transcribing Parish Records - 

 Such tragic tales we find. 
"Inf. of John" and "Ux. of John" 

 That's all they left behind. 
 

Inf. = infant ;           UX. = Uxor = Wife 
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POST BAG 

 
Hello 
I vaguely remember someone telling me, in the dim and distant 
past, that when a birth, marriage or death is entered in a local 
church register, that the details are also entered in the register of 
the mother church. In his piece about Nathaniel Priestley in the 
Scrivener (June 2019) Mike Priestley said that a baptism had been 
recorded for a Nathaniel Priestley in October 1741 at Illingworth 
Church and another in October 1741 at the Parish Church. Perhaps 
Nathaniel’s baptism is one such case - the same baptism recorded 
at both churches. 
 
I would be interested to know if what I was told is true. I am unable 
to ask a C of E churchman as I now live abroad and wondered if a 
CFHS member might have the answer. 
 
Robert Wade 
 
Yes, this seems to be the case. Sometimes a page in the records of 
Halifax St. John - the parish church - has a section headed 
“Baptised at Illingworth” . I’ve not seen the Illingworth register, but I 
would think the entry would be there too. Anyone able to check 
this? 
 
Editor 
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LIGHTCLIFFE CHURCHYARD  
AND A ‘GENTLEMAN JACK’ CONNECTION 

 
Over many years St Matthew’s Churchyard, Lightcliffe, became very 
overgrown and untidy, and it was very difficult to look for and find 
family graves as I found out on several occasions.  Then, a few 
years ago, a group of people formed ‘The Friends of Lightcliffe 
Churchyard’ and have done a wonderful job, with the help of Lottery 
funding, in clearing and tidying up, uncovering lost graves and en-
couraging wild life.  I wish I lived near enough to visit regularly and 
to make a contribution to their work.  There is a website 
www.lightcliffechurchyard.org.uk where you can take an aerial trip 
around the churchyard, search burial records and read about peo-
ple of interest. 
 
The ‘Gentleman Jack’ series has prompted some to visit to see 
where Ann Walker was buried.  Her grave was under the pulpit but, 
because only the tower remains, a new plaque has been placed in 
the approximate position.  I understand several of the cast members 
have been to see it. 
 
About three years ago I visited Lightcliffe because I have over thirty 
(at the last count) direct line ancestors buried there, not counting all 
the uncles, aunts and cousins.  This is my paternal family including 
Naylors, Ainsworths, Sowdens, Smiths, Ripleys, Rushworths, 
Rastricks, Allens, Cordingleys and Hinscliffs. 
 
Using the plan on the website the oldest family gravestone that had 
been uncovered was that of my 5 x great grandparents, John and 
Alice (Medley) Hinscliff, who died in 1821 and 1823 respectively.  
Their daughter Dorothy married John Cordingley and they are my 
4 x great grandparents.   
 
Dorothy’s brother, my 5 x great uncle, was James Hinscliff, the 
coal merchant and pit owner, who was involved in Anne Lister’s 
negotiations with the Rawsons over her coal-rich land. 
 
John’s half-sister, Hannah, my 5 x great aunt, was married to Sam-
uel Washington, land agent and steward to both Ann Walker and 
Anne Lister.  Hannah made a brief appearance in one episode as 
did several of their eight daughters (their only son died aged 5 
months).  However, Susannah, the eldest, did not actually marry 
anyone because she died in 1846, aged 21 years, unmarried. 
 
There is also a memorial in the churchyard to Joseph Naylor, my 3 

http://www.lightcliffechurchyard.org.uk
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x great uncle.  His parents were Samuel Naylor and Sarah 
Sowden.  Joseph was involved in the Charge of the Heavy Brigade, 
which took place just before the more famous Light Brigade Charge, 
in the Crimea, and was one of only about twenty men from his regi-
ment, 5th Dragoon Guards, who returned to England with their own 
horse.  There is a portrait of him on his horse at the Regimental 
Museum in York.  On the website there are photos of the memorial, 
portrait and a poem, ‘Charge of the Heavy Brigade’, by Bob Horne, 
the Poet in Residence. 
 
If you have connections with Lightcliffe and Bailiffe Bridge do visit 
the website – you never know what gems of information you might 
find relating to your ancestors. 
 
Daphne Eyers 

A BRICK WALL 
 
Granddad was an engineer, and very well respected. 
He married Agnes Emily, and she was well connected. 
 
Great granddad was a cobbler; of clogs he made some good 'uns. 
When your leather soles wore out, he carved a pair of wood 'uns. 
 
His father was a farmer, and kept some cows and sheep. 
He sold the wool and butter, and made a tidy heap. 
 
His father was a miner and delved in many a hole. 
With his pick and shovel he dug up lots of coal. 
 
His father was a weaver. His loom was in the kitchen. 
If his worsted had some flaws, his wife would do some stitching. 
 
But further back, I just don't know. His father was called Ben. 
But parish records, as you know, were pretty terse back then. 
 
So was it Ben the butcher, a pillar of society? 
Or Ben the petty felon, a man of notoriety? 
 
Which Ben was my ancestor - the poor one or the rich one? 
The record just says "Wm. of Ben", so how can I tell which one? 
 
Jeannie Allergist 
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Photographs of Great War Servicemen in the Halifax Courier 
Roger Beasley (3104) 

 
In March 2014, I found that issues of the Halifax Courier for 1914 to 
1918 had been put online. They included photos of servicemen 
which in almost all cases would be the only surviving photos of 
these men. 
 
I decided to try to link them to families in the censuses. 
 
After over five years I have now completed this task, finding out 
about the families of eighteen hundred servicemen. 
 
In hindsight this was probably a rather ambitious project for one 
person to do in their spare time. 
 
I sent what I'd found to Malcolm Bull and he has put summaries of 
the information on his Calderdale Companion website, to comple-
ment information that he and others have added for Great War ser-
vicemen. 
 
The vast majority of those whose photos appeared in the Courier 
were for those who had died. I managed to find the families of al-
most all of these. 
 
The remainder were for servicemen who had won medals. My suc-
cess rate for these men was far lower, at about half. This was be-
cause the Courier rarely gave ages for these people and often didn't 
even give first names. In addition, they did not appear in two im-
portant sets of military records which were exclusively for those 
who'd died. 
 
If any of your Calderdale relatives died or won medals during the 
First World War, it would be worth seeing whether there is an entry 
for them on Malcolm Bull's Calderdale Companion website: 
http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk/ 
 
Good hunting. 

http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk/
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 BEAUMONTS 
 
I have created a “Y” chromosome, surname group called Beau-
mont, West Yorkshire. The goal is to use the Family Tree DNA Y-
DNA111 to answer several questions: 
1. 1.Are all Beaumonts related to one male from 20 to 25 genera-
tions back in time? 
2. Or are there many different male lines? 
3. Are these lines Celtic (Haplogroup: R-M269; subgroup R-
L21) in origin? 
4. Or are the male lines Norman in origin?  
 
Invited to join this group are: 
1. Males with the surname Beaumont 
2. Tracing their male line back a specific area of England -- A 10 
mile radius around Whitely, West Yorkshire, England, including: 

3. Huddersfield 
4. Dewsbury 
5. Flockton 
6. Kirkburton 
7. Halifax 
8. Cleckheaton 
9. Birstall 
10. Darton 
11. Holmfirth 
12. Wakefield 
13. Barnesly 
14. etc.  

 
 To join, go to Family Tree DNA 

• www.familytreedna.com  

• https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/beaumont-west-
yorkshire 

Then order the Y-DNA111 kit. It is $60 off when you order it through 
the Beaumont, West Yorkshire surname group, or use the code 
PROJECTSY111 to receive the discount. 
 
I am also looking for someone who would like to be the co-
administrator of this project.  
 
Gary Beaumont 
beaumont@illinois.edu 
217-418-6374 

http://www.familytreedna.com
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/beaumont-west-yorkshire
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/beaumont-west-yorkshire
mailto:beaumont@illinois.edu
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CFHS Talk ~ October 2018  
Charles Dickens- His Life, Writing and the Times he lived in. 

Isobel Stirk 
 
The lecture aimed to show that as with the Bronte sisters Charles 
Dickens’ writings echoed his own experiences and the times he 
lived in. 
 
Dickens’ London was a busy place, street vendors’ coffee stalls 
were busy, the wealthy were evident on the streets as they attended 
assemblies and balls but also there was great poverty and depriva-
tion with children sleeping on the streets and under railway arches 
and street workers openly plying their trade. There were many large 
slum districts in the London Dickens knew - several of these places 
like Whitechapel and Jacob’s Island are used by him in Oliver Twist. 
 
Charles John Huffam Dickens was the second of the eight children 
of John Dickens and his wife Elizabeth nee Barrow. Charles was 
born on 8th February 1812 in Landport Portsmouth where his father 
was a clerk in the Navy pay office. His father was a spendthrift and 
after financial difficulties had forced the family to move to Camden 
Town John Dickens was sent into the Marshalsea debtors’ prison in 
Southwark. The family were in straightened circumstances and 
Charles was sent to pawn the books he loved and items of furniture 
until the family were really living in a few empty rooms. Elizabeth 
Dickens and her youngest children went to live in the prison with 
John - which seemed to be a common practice at the time. Charles 
was then sent to work in Warrens’s Blacking Factory which was a 
terrible place, a decaying old house on the side of the River 
Thames which was said to be overrun with rats. Charles was very 
unhappy and was often lonely and hungry and was desperately 
missing his family. Even when he was a successful writer with a 
family of his own his mind would return to this miserable period in 
his life. We can see that this links him with the many children we 
read about in his pages - Little Nell, Little Dorritt, David Copperfield, 
Oliver Twist. 
 
His father was eventually released from prison as an insolvent debt-
or but still had no idea how to manage his affairs but Charles al-
ways tried to be a helpful son and brother. 
 
He found another job as a junior clerk in a law office in Gray’s Inn 
and then in one in Chancery Lane. He made friends with Charles 
Smithson whose family had a law practice in Malton in East York-
shire. Dickens visited his friend there and later would say that the 
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model for Scrooge’s counting house was their office in Malton. 
 
In 1828 he met Maria Beadnell, the daughter of a banker. Her fami-
ly did not approve of Charles and removed her to a school in Paris. 
Later Dickens would describe Maria as capricious and very silly. He 
perhaps uses her as a model for Dora Spendlow in David Copper-
field. In 1829 he began his literary career as a journalist and he 
published a series of sketches under the pseudonym Boz. When 
Charles was fifteen his younger brother Augustus was born and 
Charles called him Moses. However as Charles was prone to fre-
quent head colds Moses became Boses which led to the name Boz- 
which Charles later adopted. 
 
Dickens collaborated with Hablot Knight Browne - who used the 
pseudonym Phiz - and the popular Pickwick Papers was the result 
and this led to a very successful relationship between the two men 
of over twenty years. Charles married Catherine Hogarth daughter 
of the editor of The Evening Chronicle, George Hogarth. George 
Hogarth was the first editor of The Halifax Guardian and Catherine 
had lived in Halifax when she was a teenager. Soon their ten chil-
dren were born in quick succession. After his infant daughter Dora 
Annie died, Dickens became a fund raiser for the newly opened 
Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital where because of his sup-
port a ward was named after him. The hospital features in his Our 
Mutual Friend. 
 
His sister in law Mary Hogarth lived with the Dickens family but 
she died and Charles, who idolised her, was devastated. 
 
He and Phiz ( Hablot Browne) made a journey to North Yorkshire to 
visit the Bowes Academy whose name had appeared in newspa-
pers because of a court case. It was said that the boys there had to 
sleep five to a bed, wash in a horse trough and the first task each 
morning was to de-flea their beds with quills. Dickens wanted to 
condemn the awful practice of ‘boy farming’. The result of this visit 
to the north of England was his book Nicholas Nickleby. 
 
Dickens founded a home for the redemption women of the working 
class after a suggestion by Angela Coutts, heir to the Coutts bank-
ing fortune who would finance the venture. Charles founded Urania 
Cottage in Shepherd’s Bush which he managed with the help of the 
widow of a young doctor. 
 
His marriage was not a happy one - it was said that he blamed his 
wife Catherine for the birth of his ten children. There were many 



Page 28  

rumours of his unfaithfulness and, after his wife found an item of 
jewellery which was intended for Ellen Ternan, an actress the same 
age as one of the forty five year old Charles’ daughters, the mar-
riage broke up. Charles, his sister in law Georgina who lived with 
the family and all his children-except the eldest son - went to live at 
Gad’s Hill - a house Charles had bought - which was on the Graves-
end to Rochester road. The relationship with Ellen Ternan flour-
ished and lasted for the rest of Dickens’ life. He started to give read-
ings, travelling all over the country visiting the Yorkshire Coast, Har-
rogate, and York, and he went on a disastrous walking tour in Cum-
berland with his good friend Wilkie Collins - the author of The 
Moonstone and The Woman in White. He visited Preston during the 
strike which closed down the cotton industry for seven months and 
the fictional version of Preston is Coketown in Hard Times. He visit-
ed Bradford where he spoke in St George’s Hall. There were large 
audiences -  with special trains being put on to take people home to 
Halifax and Huddersfield. In 1858 he visited Harrogate and in the 
same year, Halifax, when he read A Christmas Carol at the Odd 
Fellows’ Hall. In 1870 he gave his last reading having become ill 
and frail with gout and arterial disease. On 8th June 1870 he had a 
stroke and died aged fifty eight years. In his will he said that on his 
death his horse should be shot. 
 
His family gave in to public demand - although Charles had wanted 
to be buried in Rochester Cathedral or a country churchyard - that 
he should be buried in Westminster Abbey. On the 14th June the 
cortege arrived at nine o’clock in the morning - there had been no 
public announcement of the time and place of burial, and a simple 
said burial service with no singing or eulogy followed.  
 
Georgina, Charles’ sister in law, and Ellen Ternan maintained a 
close friendship until Ellen’s death in 1914. Ellen had married a 
schoolmaster but had reinvented herself saying she was ten years 
younger than she actually was. When she died her son Geffrey had 
no idea that he had been deceived as to her real age or her life as 
an actress or her relationship with Dickens. Later Charles’ daughter 
and son said that a baby had been born to Charles and Ellen Ter-
nan but it had died in infancy. 
 
People will all have differing impressions of Charles Dickens but 
what cannot be disputed is that he was a great, hard working writer 
and his characters, their stories are remarkable.  
 
The lecture ended with the final passage from A Tale of Two Cities 
which expresses the belief that although Dickens’ portrayal of the 
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times he lived in may seem very harsh to a modern reader, in his 
world there was kindness, sacrifice and most importantly love. 
 
It is a far far better thing that I do than I have ever done. It is a far 
far better rest that I go to than I have ever known. 

 
 

CFHS Talk ~ November 2018  
WHY HITLER? 

Richard Wimpenny 
 
‘Why Hitler?’ was the topic of Richard Wimpenny’s talk at our 
meeting last November about Adolf Hitler’s early life and his rise to 
power in the years between the two World Wars.  Hitler was the 
main author of a war which led to the deaths of over seven million 
people and was the chief instigator of unprecedented levels of gen-
ocide. 
 
Richard played a short clip of one of Hitler’s speeches to demon-
strate the techniques used by Hitler, starting with his late arrival 
which ensured a build-up of tension.  Hitler began his speeches 
calmly and gently, and then built up to a crescendo.  
 
Richard considered two main questions: 

Was Hitler some sort of satanic, uniquely evil aberration who 
captured a cultured, civilised nation and led it to ruin and 
disaster, through forces of his own personality? or, 

Was he the inevitable fulfilment of a deeply flawed society?  
Did he pervert Germany or was Germany already pervert-
ed? 

 
There are several factors to illustrate Hitler’s success.  Mainly, it 
was the shame of the German defeat at the end of the First World 
War and the economic distress that followed.  Other factors includ-
ed Hitler’s uniquely domineering personality; a phenomenal 
amount of luck during his career, and the monumental failure of 
people to recognise the danger.  People tended to fear and under-
estimate Hitler when he came to power  
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Background and Early Life 
Hitler was born on 28th April 1889 in Branau, a small town in Aus-
tria.  His father was a civil servant, employed as a respected custom 

official, but who was a heavy drinker and known to beat his wife 
and son.  The family surname Schicklgrubber had been changed 
to Hiedler by Adolf’s grandfather.  When Hitler was a young teen-
ager, his father died, and Hitler went to the College of Art in Vienna.  
His artistic talent wasn’t recognised, and it was suggested that he 
become an architect, which would involve some amount of study.  
Instead, he became a social drop out and disappeared into the 
streets of Vienna.  He squandered the money he had inherited from 
his parents and ended up in a home for the unemployed.  He 
earned money by selling small postcards of buildings around Vien-
na, with a partner who was a Jew. 
 
Hitler’s Ascent to Power 
The legacy and trauma of the first World War raised Hitler’s rise to 
power as he entered politics as a propagandist, with his hate filled 
message.  During the war, Hitler had had been gassed, hospital-
ised and semi blinded.  He had been employed as a runner; a dan-
gerous job.  He was awarded the Iron Cross, a prestigious award 
which gave him self-confidence. 
 
In 1918, the German military commanders had agreed a ceasefire.  
Erich Ludendorff, one of the German Generals, hoped that there 
would be negotiations in November 1918, which would give the 
German military time to retire behind the its own borders, rebuild 
another army and continue the war the following year.  The terms 
were too great however and his army and navy were taken from 
him.  Germany was shattered by defeat, but the people were not 
told this.  They thought that the soldiers were undefeated, but it was 
the politicians who had thrown that victory away.  The Allies made 
the mistake of allowing the German soldiers to return home at the 
end of the war with their weapons intact and were welcomed by the 
German people as a victorious army.  Germany lurched towards a 
semi civil war and revolution. 
 
The German military leaders searched for scapegoats to explain the 
army’s defeat and pointed a finger at the liberal left-of-centre politi-
cians, including a combination of Russian communists and Jewish 
businessmen etc.  Others wanted to maintain the status quo, as it 
had been in 1914, and were supported by soldiers who had re-
turned home, seeking employment.  They formed small private ar-
mies of Freicorps (Free Corps), led mainly by the old power bro-
kers, landowners, industrialists and senior army officers to force 
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through a right-wing government and remove the Communists. 
 
Hitler was sent with several other soldiers to take charge of a pris-
oner of war camp.  His officers noticed that he was a man with a 
voice, who was unafraid to express his own crude opinions to his 
fellow soldiers.  He was offered training to become a political teach-
er, with the plan that soldiers leaving the army could be trained to 
become good right-wing Germans, able to support the old pre-1914 
elite. 
 
Hitler became an orator with the ability to voice what other people 
were thinking.  Small political organisations, with their own axes to 
grind, were springing up throughout Germany.  Hitler’s view was 
that all Germans should be grouped together under one powerful 
Germany.  He had stored up hatred during his life and his feelings 
matched the sense of national humiliation and failure at losing the 
war.  He said,  
‘To achieve freedom takes pride, will, defiance and hatred, and 
hatred yet again.  They say we are a bunch of Semites, so we 
are.  But we will not let our Germany be crucified.  Down with 
the November criminals who stabbed our valiant army in the 
back.’ 
 
The audiences of Hitler’s talks were young unemployed men who 
had left the army, many of them brutalised by the effects of the war.  
They went out on to the streets in the evening, into the beerhalls to 
listen to rabble-rousing speeches, which could trigger fights.  Hitler 
was good at generating punch ups and created his own band of 
bodyguards, including Ernst Rohm, a senior officer in the Bavarian 
army, who managed to obtain thousands of brown uniforms about 
to be sent to the German army in Africa.  Hence, ‘Brownshirts’ was 
the name given to them, the SA (Sturmabteilung), Hitler’s own bod-
yguards and virtually his own private army. 
 
The Treaty of Versailles forced Germany, one of the most powerful 
economies in Europe, to make reparation or a fine for the cost of 
the war.  Germany could have afforded to make this payment if it 
hadn’t been linked to force them to admit that they had been re-
sponsible for starting the war.  Germany had imposed a more puni-
tive peace treaty on Russia by enforcing a mammoth fine, as well 
as its loss of population, railways, factories and land. 
 
The Germans reneged on their reparations deal in 1923 and as a 
result the French occupied the Rhineland, a major industrial area in 
Germany, and took industries out of the economy, such as running 
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the coal mines.  The result was rampant inflation and a collapse of 
the German currency.  The German policy resulted in the suffering 
of their own people. 
 
This crisis led to the search for a leader and provided an opportunity 
for Hitler, who felt he could create a Putsch (coup) against the Ger-
man government, just as Benito Mussolini and his mob had 
marched to Rome and taken over the Italian government.  Hitler 
needed support from people who had power. 
 
The Beer Hall Putsch of 1923 in Munich, led by Adolf was a failed 
coup d’etat, Hitler announced that a revolution had occurred and 
invited all to follow him to Berlin.  He led a group of people through 
the streets of Munich and faced the army and police.  Shots were 
fired.  Hitler was arrested and charged with treason. 
 
His trial was widely publicised and provided him with a platform to 
publicise his nationalist sentiment.  He was found guilty of treason 
and sentenced to five years in prison but served less than a year.  
During his imprisonment he wrote ‘Mein Kampf’, (My Struggle), 
which included his extremist political statement of what he intended 
to do, including obtaining land for Germany in the East, especially 
Russia, getting rid of democracy and exterminating the Jews. 
 
The Rise of the Nazis 
The Weimar Republic was established in Germany in 1919, a new 
democratic society.  Prior to this, the country had been ruled by a 
dictatorship, originally by Bismarck and the Kaiser.  After 1924, the 
German economy improved, supported by loans from the United 
States.  The Great Depression in 1929 led to a worldwide recession 
with hyper-inflation, massive unemployment and reduction in living 
standards.  Germany was particularly affected because it depended 
heavily on American loans.  In 1929, 1.25 million Germans were 
unemployed, which rose to around 6 million in 1932.  During this 
period the Nazis increased their representation in the Reichstag, the 
German House of Parliament, from 12 to 236.   
 
Hitler took this opportunity to create the idea of a single unified Ger-
man community for everybody.  He travelled across Germany by 
aircraft, addressing workers, farmers, middle classes, military, in-
dustrialists and promised the end of Versailles, reparations, democ-
racy, punishment of the traitors in 1918, and the situation that Ger-
many was in. 
 
Hitler set his eyes on the Chancellorship of Germany.  Paul Von 
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Hindenburg, the German President was the only person who could 
appoint a Chancellor and he was in no hurry to elevate Hitler, a 
mere corporal, to this position. 
 
The situation changed in 1932 as the Communists gained seats in 
the Reichstag and the Nazi popular support waned, with their share 
falling from 230 members to 196.  There was fear amongst the main 
decision makers, including the old political elite, industrialists, land-
owners who were afraid of fighting in the streets, revolution and civil 
war.  The Head of the Army was afraid that his troops would be 
unable to prevent this.  Hindenburg, despite his misgiving about 
the Nazi’s goals and Hitler’s personality, reluctantly appointed him 
as Chancellor. 
 
The Beginning of Nazi Germany  
This was the beginning of Hitler’s dictatorial rule and the end of 
democracy.  He claimed that Germany was lurching on a precipice 
of a Communist takeover.  If he was going to come to power, he 
would need special laws to enable him to make decisions overriding 
the Reichstag. The Enabling Act empowered Hitler and the cabinet 
to legislate, without the approval of the Reichstag or the President.  
The Act was passed with the required two thirds majority. 
 
Hitler needed a strong, professional army. The ‘Night of the Long 
Knives’ was a purge that took place in 1934, when Hitler carried out 
a series of about 100 – 200 executions.  These were intended to 
consolidate his power as well as to alleviate the concerns about the 
role of the Brownshirts and their SA leaders, the street bully boys, 
who believed they were being let down by the party.  This was a 
revolutionary act of violence.  What would the German people think 
about this?  Hitler’s response in the Reichstag, the following day 
was. 
‘In this hour I was responsible for the fate of the German peo-
ple.  I therefore became the supreme judge in order to protect 
them.’ 
 
Recovery and Re-armament 
Hitler achieved a rapid decline in the unemployment rate and 
brought Germany out of recession sooner than any other of the 
major powers.  He appointed Helmut Schacht to run the economy, 
including the reduction of imports and the construction of railways, 
houses and approximately 3,000 miles of the new Autobahn net-
work. 
 
The main economic priority of the Nazi government, which set it 



Page 34  

apart from previous German governments, was to re-arm and re-
build Germany’s military, in preparation for an eventual war to con-
quer the east. 
 
The key to understanding Hitler’s success was that many of the 
German people had recovered their jobs and pride, and they gave 
him their wholehearted support.  The Nuremburg rallies gave Hitler 
the credit for setting the nation on the road to recovery.  He advo-
cated getting rid of the Versailles Treaty which had taken colonies 
away from Germany, and to create a huge single block of German 
speaking people, all under Hitler’s control.   
 
The Versailles Treaty, signed in 1919, had brought WWI to an end 
and made Germany responsible to the Allied nations for payments 
for the losses and damage sustained in the war.  
 
The terms of the treaty had included military, territorial, and eco-
nomic clauses.  They included a reduction in Germany’s army and 
navy, the abolition of the German air force, and war guilt clauses.  
Reparations included the return of Alsace-Lorraine to France and 
the resurrection of Poland which was given Danzig and a corridor to 
the Baltic sea.  The Saar area with its rich coalfields was given to 
France, the Rhineland demilitarised, and the League of Nations 
formed.   
 
Germany was forbidden to unite with its German speaking county, 
Austria.  Eight new countries were created in the east with demo-
cratic governments but left Poland and Czechoslovakia with Ger-
man speaking minorities.  The creation of Czechoslovakia was a 
state of several different groups, including Czechs, Slovaks, Poles, 
Romanians, known as Sudeten Germans.   
 
Hitler’s Foreign Policy  
Hitler’s foreign policy was to create a huge single block of German 
speaking people, all under his direct control.  After the first World 
War, the Allies went their own way and failed to maintain the close 
relationships they had during the war.  The British and French want-
ed to preserve the peace and avoid another war.  The French were 
anxious to protect their own borders.  The Americans were not keen 
to get involved in another European war, especially as the Allies 
had not repaid some of the debts they owed.  In 1935, Hitler had a 
naval agreement with Britain on how many ships they could have.  
The British did not inform the French about this. 
 
Hitler violated the Treaty of Versailles in 1935 and sent German 
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military forces into the Rhineland, a demilitarised zone.  Three years 
later, Austrian Nazis conspired for the second time in four years to 
seize the Austrian government by force and unite their nation with 
Nazi Germany.  German troops marched into Austria to annex the 
German speaking nation for the Third Reich.  The Austrian people 
were still suffering from the recession.  They had seen the success 
Hitler was making in Germany and wanted part of it.  The Von 
Trapp family, of ‘The Sound of Music’ fame was very much in a 
minority.  
 
In 1938, Germans living on the border areas of Czechoslovakia (the 
Sudetenland) started to demand a union with Hitler’s Germany.  
The Czechs refused and Hitler threatened war.  At Munich in Sep-
tember 1938, Britain and France reluctantly endorsed the forced 
transfer of the ethnically German Sudetenland from Czechoslovakia 
to Germany, without asking the views of the Czechoslovak people.  
The decision assumed that what Hitler wanted was reasonable and 
that giving him this would prevent him from going to war.  However, 
Hitler continued to demand more and met once again with Neville 

Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister.  ‘Peace for our time’ was 
the declaration made by Chamberlain in his speech concerning the 
Munich Agreement and the Anglo-German Declaration. 
 
But Hitler was determined to make his name as a great military 
commander and actively sought war with Czechoslovakia.  He or-
dered German troops to march into the country, which proved that 
he had not told the truth in Munich.  This was the end of 
‘appeasement’.  Chamberlain declared that he had no trust in Hit-
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ler that he would not invade other countries and guaranteed that 
Britain would defend Poland if Germany invaded.   
 
It was at this stage that the British people realised that Winston 
Churchill’s warnings about this dreadful terrorist in Germany were 
true. 
 
Nazi- Soviet Pact 
Hitler’s main concern was that a sudden German invasion of Po-
land might alarm Stalin and trigger a war with the Soviet Union.  
Stalin feared a German invasion.  Poland had rejected an alliance 
with the Soviet Union and refused permission for the Red Army to 
cross its territory to engage in a future war.  Hitler saw this oppor-
tunity and authorised his Foreign Minister to enter secret negotia-
tions with the Soviet Union.  Both countries got what they wanted, 
i.e. the restoration of their pre-1919 borders.  Hitler authorised an 
invasion of Poland without concern about being attacked on two 
sides.  Russia gained time to build up their own army in the event of 
an attempt from Hitler. 
 
The Start of World War II 
The German people held a short-term view of what Hitler had done 
for them.  He surrounded himself with ambitious people and led by 
tyranny and fear.  He had the ability to get people working against 
each other, with plenty of in-fighting within the organisation.  It was 
their duty to support the Fuhrer, as his Gestapo, bodyguard SS 
men, and the engine drivers taking the trains to the concentration 
camps.  They expected that benefits would be reaped in the won-
derful new world that Germany was creating.  
 
Germany’s History 
In the 17th century, there were religious wars in Europe with 
Protestants in the north fighting the Catholics in the south.  Armies 
marched backwards and forwards across Germany, which was re-
duced to little more than a poverty-stricken jungle.  The King of 
Brandenburg found a solution by surrounding himself with powerful 
military leaders who he rewarded with land and power.  Gradually, 
Brandenburg became Prussia, a highly militarised society, with a 
population protected in return for their unquestioning obedience. 
 
Obedience to powerful dictators provided the background to Germa-
ny’s Imperial history, from Bismarck to the Kaiser and Nazi Germa-
ny and Hitler, whereby unmitigated militarism could explode into 
violence and disaster. 
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The English historian, A J P Taylor claimed that Hitler was an op-
portunist who ‘would have counted nothing without the support 
of the German people . . . Hundreds of thousands of Germans 
carried out his evil orders without qualm and without ques-
tion . . . His orders led to the extermination of millions of World 
War Two.  He aimed to make Germany a dominant world pow-
er.’ 
 
A N Wilson, an English writer and newspaper columnist, wrote that 
Hitler ‘demonstrated with the most terrifying skill that humanity 
can be seduced easily to acts of collective insanity . . . leading 
mankind to frenzied acts of destruction.’ 
 
Our speaker, Richard Wimpenny concluded his talk with the 
thought that free speech is far, far more important than perhaps 
making somebody feel a little bit insulted now and again, with a 
quotation from Edmund Burke: 
‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good 
men to do nothing.’ 
 
 

OBITUARY 
David Pollard. 

 
It is with great regret that we have to record the death of one of our 
long-standing members, David Pollard.   As well as being one of our 
earlier members, he carried out a number of valuable services to 
the Society, the most recent being that of responsibility for the am-
plification systems at the monthly meetings. 
 
On behalf of the Society, we offer our sincere condolences to Da-
vid’s family. 
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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2019 AUTUMN MEETINGS ~ Thursdays 7:30pm.  
At The Maurice Jagger Centre,  Lister Street, Winding Road 
Halifax, HX1 1UZ 

NOTE THE NEW VENUE 
 
26th September                
Chris & Judy Rouse ~ The Railway Navvy: his working life 
Chris and Judy Rouse run “Wyvern” Railway Ancestry Research Advice 
and maintain a large index of railway staff and navvy names on which the 
working life of the Railway Navvy in the 19th Century is based. 
 
This was initially driven by numerous requests for information on how one 
might go about tracing a navvy ancestor. It was only when they started 
looking into the question of navvies in detail they came to realise that there 
were in fact many contemporary and modern sources that could be used. 
 
Their talk offers a detailed picture of navvy life and working conditions and 
proves that truth is often stranger than fiction. 
 
24th  October        
Rob Hamilton ~ Mrs Harry Humphries: the Lady Globetrotter 
Halifax born Lizzie Humphries set off with her husband from New York in 
July 1911 to walk around the world, win a wager of $10,000 she had made 
with an American magazine and prove a woman’s endurance! 
 
The pair styled themselves the ‘Kelsey Kids’ and Mrs Humphries was the 
‘Lady Globetrotter’. Rob tells of the many adventures experienced on their 
travels and illustrates how their story proves that truth is often stranger 
than fiction. 
 
28nd November  
Stuart Wilkinson ~ David Smith: a Dyer from Siddal 
David Smith was born in Skircoat Green in 1819, the son of a poor weav-
er. A particularly bright boy, he learnt to write in his early teens and started 
work in the dyehouse where he went on to “learn the art of dyeing”. David 
subsequently became very successful and wrote several books on dyeing. 
 
When his sons came of age, he opened a wool processing plant in Siddal, 
became a councillor and established his own strict Baptist Chapel from 
which he preached far and wide. 
 
This remarkable man and his family are buried in Lister Lane Cemetery. 
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View our website at www.cfhsweb.com 

 
and visit 

 
Calderdale Family History Society’s  

 
RESEARCH ROOM 

 
Brighouse Library 

Rydings Park, Halifax Rd., Brighouse, HD6 2AF 
 

Tuesdays 1:30pm to 4:30pm &Thursdays 10:00am to 1:00pm 
 

Open to both Members & Non-Members 
 

Facilities include :- 

• Searchable information on 4 computers. 

• Fiches for all Calderdale C of E churches. 

• 6 Internet terminals, with access to Ancestry.com 
  (Note—now increased from original 4 terminals) 

• Wide range of books, journals, cuttings, etc. 
 

For more information and bookings ring 07952-211986 during the hours 
given above. 

Huddersfield & District Family History Society 
 
If you have ancestors in the Kirklees area, which covers the towns of Hud-
dersfield, Dewsbury, Batley, Holmfirth and surrounding villages, then why not 
contact our Society for help and advice. 
 
We have a research room at the Root Cellar, 33A Greens End Road, 
Meltham, Holmfirth, HD9 5NW and we are open at the following times on 
these days: 
    Morning  Afternoon   
 Monday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Tuesday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Wednesday:      10 am to 12.30 pm  2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Thursday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm  
 Friday:       10.30 am to 1.00 pm 
 Saturday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 

 
Our telephone number is 01484 859229 and details of all our activities and 
how to join can be found at www.hdfhs.org.uk.  You can also find us on Twit-
ter and Facebook by searching for ‘Huddersfield Family History Society’. 
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USEFUL  CONTACTS AND SOURCES 
FOR RESEARCHING WEST YORKSHIRE ANCESTORS 

 
West Yorkshire Archive Service ~ www.archives.wyjs.org.uk  (This can be a good 
place to start to access the West Yorkshire Archive Catalogue) 
 
Calderdale District Archives, (Registers, BTs, Census, etc. etc.) 
Calderdale Central Library, Square Road, Halifax HXI 1QG   
Tel: +44 (0) 1135 350 151 e-mail calderdale@wyjs.org.uk 
 
Calderdale Central Reference Library (address as above) Tel: +44 (0) 1422  392 630 
e-mail reference.library@calderdale.gov.uk (local studies collection, newspapers, maps, 
trade directories, IGI, GRO indexes, census and parish register fiche, on-line  Fami-
lysearch and Ancestry; research service offered).    
 
WYAS Wakefield Office, WY History Centre, 127 Kirkgate, Wakefield, WF1 1JG 
(Registers, WRiding Registry of Deeds, Manorial Records etc.) 
Tel. 0113 535 0142. email : wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 
Details of where to find us and our opening times are available on our website: 
https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-service/contact-us-and-opening-times/west-yorkshire-
history-centre-wakefield-archive-service-opening-times-and-information/ 
 
The Borthwick Institute ~ www.york.ac.uk/inst/bihr/ (Peculiar + PCY wills, BT's etc.) 
University of York, Heslington, YORK YO10 5DD  
Tel: +44 (0) 1904 321 166 email ~ link on website 
 
 
Weaver to Web ~ www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/ The council maintains a website  with a 
miscellany of information from the archives (a wide range of photos, maps, census re-
turns, parish registers, poll books, wills , etc., have been digitised to view online). 
 
Malcolm Bull’s Calderdale Companion ~ http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk 
(Large collection of trivia, miscellaneous facts of people and places and  other bits of local 
history about Halifax and Calderdale). 
 
All the Parish records transcribed by the Society are available to search (for a fee) on 
FindMyPast.co.uk (In addition there are many other records available to search) 
 
West Yorkshire Parish Registers have been put online (for a fee) by the West Yorkshire 
Archives Service which can be accessed on Ancestry.co.uk. (Again, many other useful 
records, for a fee) 
 
www.familysearch.org 
(Thousands of records for free including the IGI and  some census data).  LDS Family 
History Centres are invaluable for 'distance research'.  Check local telephone directories. 
 
The National Archives ~ www.nationalarchives.gov.uk (a wealth of data arising from 
public records, including BMD’s, census and much much more). 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  Tel: +44 (0) 208 876  
 
www.direct.gov.uk/gro is the website of the general register office for everything con-
cerning civil registration and to order certificates.  
 
Consider subscribing to a periodical such as Family Tree Magazine or BBC’s Who Do 
You Think You Are? Magazine. Online sites such as GenesReunited and LostCousins 
may help you find relatives researching the same family. 

https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-service/contact-us-and-opening-times/west-yorkshire-history-centre-wakefield-archive-service-opening-times-and-information/
https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-service/contact-us-and-opening-times/west-yorkshire-history-centre-wakefield-archive-service-opening-times-and-information/
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LOCAL FAMILY HISTORY FAIRS etc 
Forthcoming Events of Interest :- 
 
 
The London Group of Yorkshire FHS.   

 
21 Sept. 2019        John Hanson  
                               Web sites for Yorkshire research 
 
16 Nov. 2019         Tom Doig  
                              The Victorian Way of Death 
 
All meetings are held at the Society of Genealogists, 14, Charter-

house Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA, starting at 

10.30 a.m. (Doors open at 10.00 a.m.). Coffee and tea are provided 

before the meeting. The SoG is 5 minutes’ walk away from Barbi-

can Underground station. Everyone with an interest in Yorkshire 

family history is very welcome.  

 

You do not have to be a member of the SoG.  

 
The Federation of Family History Societies 

Federation of Family History Societies’ web site 

 www.ffhs.org.uk   

This site has a wealth of links to events & information of interest to 

family historians.   Find the EVENTS tab for a list of forthcoming 

events. 

 

 
FFHS Members - Cambridgeshire Archives Temporary Closure 
 
 Cambridgeshire Archives and Huntingdonshire Archives will close 
to the public on 1 December 2018 it has been announced. 
As Cambridgeshire Archives will be moving to a new location in Ely 
in 2019 this is to ensure that all the documents are prepared for 
moving.  They anticipate re-opening the Archives again in the Sum-
mer of 2019. 
 
For more information please see  
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-&-
culture/archives/latest-news-from-the-cambridgeshire-archives-
service/cambridgeshire-archives-moving-to-ely/  

https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
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Calderdale Family History Society  
Incorporating Halifax and District 

 
Officers and Co-ordinators of the Society 

 
Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail      Tel. No. 
 
President 
Mr. Barrie Crossley,  9, Victoria Terr., Delph Hill Road, Halifax, HX2 7ED 
                  e-mail - president@cfhsweb.com     01422-366931 
 
Chairman 
Mr. Clifford Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - chairman@cfhsweb.com     01484-714311 
    
Secretary 
Mrs. Margaret Smith,  4 Rawson Avenue, Halifax, HX3 0JP 
                       e-mail - secretary@cfhsweb.com     01422-345164 
 
Treasurer  
Mr. Peter Lord,  288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB  
  e-mail - treasurer@cfhsweb.com     01484-718576 
 
Membership Secretary 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ 
             e-mail - membsec@cfhsweb.com     01484-304426 
 
Publications Officer (sales of books, CDs, etc.) 
Mrs. Joan Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - publications@cfhsweb.com     01484-714311 
 
Editor ~ Scrivener    (for submission of articles, letters, etc.) 
Mrs. Frances Stubbs, Beech Trees, Hollybush Close, Potten End,  
                         Berkhamsted, HP4 2SN 
                       e-mail - editor@cfhsweb.com     01442-871847 
 
Editor ~ Newsletter & Facebook  
Pam Newby,    
                       e-mail - newsletter@cfhsweb.com  
 
Enquiry Service Co-ordinator (for research queries and search requests) 
Mrs. Susan Lord 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                       e-mail - search@cfhsweb.com     01484-718576 
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Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail      Tel. No. 
 

Research Room Co-ordinator (for information about room at The Rydings) 

Mr. Clifford Drake, 22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - researchroom@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
  

[RR Bookings and Information Tues pm/Thurs am 07952-211986] 

 

Projects Co-ordinator 

Mr. Peter Lord, 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                       e-mail - projects@cfhsweb.com   01484-718576 

 

Web Administrator 

Ian Knowles, 30, Victoria Chase, Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, HD6 4DE 
  e-mail - webmaster@cfhsweb.com             01484 712236 
 
Strays Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Dorothy Hunt,  Springfield House, Whitehall Green, Halifax, HX2 9UQ 
                       e-mail - strays@cfhsweb.com 

 

Librarian 

Mrs. Anne Kirker,  3 Elmfield Terrace, Halifax, HX1 3EB .  
                       e-mail - librarian@cfhsweb.com             01422-365879          
 
Members’ Interests Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
                       e-mail - interests@cfhsweb.com  01484-304426  
 
 

The Society's Home Web Page on the Internet is 
http://www.cfhsweb.com 

 

mailto:webmaster@cfhsweb.com
http://www.cfhsweb.com/
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CHAPELRIES AND TOWNSHIPS OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF HALIFAX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   CHURCH/CHAPEL       Registers begin                                           BAP.  MAR.**  BUR. 
1.   COLEY   St. John     1735 1745 1734 
2.   CROSS STONE  St. Paul     1678 1837 1678 
3.   ELLAND   St. Mary**     1559 1559 1559 
4.   HALIFAX   St. James (inc St Mary Rhodes St  1953) 1832 1837 nk 
5.   HALIFAX   St. John**     1538 1538 1538 
6.   HARTSHEAD  St. Peter     1612 1612 1612 
7.   HEPTONSTALL  St. Thomas**     1599 1593 1599 
8.   ILLINGWORTH  St. Mary     1695 1697 1695 
9.   LIGHTCLIFFE  St. Matthew     1703 1704 1704  
10. LUDDENDEN  St. Mary     1653 1661 1653 
11. RASTRICK  St. Matthew     1719 1839 1798  
12. RIPPONDEN  St. Bartholomew    1684 1686 1684 
13. SCAMMONDEN  
       WITH MILLHEAD St. Bartholomew    1746 1886 1746 
14. SOUTHOWRAM  St. Anne     1813 1838 1818 
15. SOWERBY  St. Peter     1668 1711 1643 
16. SOWERBY BRIDGE Christ Church     1709 1730 1821 
17. STAINLAND  St. Andrew     1782 1844 1783 
18. TODMORDEN  St. Mary/Christ Church   1678 1669 1666 
 
**Following Hardwicke’s Marriages Act of 1754, Banns and Marriages will only be found in the registers 
of these churches. After 1837 they lost their monopoly of marriages. 



Page  P 

CALDERDALE FHS 
 

Publications & Services 
Current at September 2019 

 

Publications & Products. 
               Page No. 
1. All major C of E church BMDs on CD & Hept’stall Books  1/2 
2. A selection of Non-Conformists Registers    2 
3. Stoney Royd, Halifax—Burial Registers    2 
4. Monumental Inscriptions - CD, Books & Fiche   2/3 
5. Pre 1841 Census & 1851 Censuses on CD   3 
6. 1841 & 1851 Census-Fiche      4 
7. Calderdale School Log Books     4 * 
8. Other Publications       4 
 

Note : All CD products are also downloadable via www.genfair.co.uk at a price reduction 
of between 50p & £2.00 and with no P&P costs. 
 

Services. 
8. Searches        4 

9. Methods of Ordering       4 
10. Publication and Search Contact Addresses   4 

 

Items marked with an asterisk (*) are new since the previous list 
 

Prices quoted are for standard purchase—they may vary under certain conditions.  
(see “Methods of Ordering”) 

 

PARISH REGISTERS. 
All CDs for the Main Calderdale Churches contain Baptisms, Marriages &  
Burials & are indexed & searchable.  Other church CDs may not contain all types. 
 

All sets also available at reduced cost as downloadable files & no P&P 
 

Main Calderdale Churches—CDs & Downloadable Files 
 

St. John’s, Halifax BMDs Pre 1812 1754-1812 (Mar), 1767-1812 (Bap/Burs)         £10.00 
        Download Price £8.50 

St. John’s, Halifax BMDs Post 1812 1813-1837 (Mar) to 1861 (Bur)-1838 (Bap)   £10.00 
        Download Price £8.50 

St. Mary’s, Elland BMDs 1558-1838 (Marrs) to 1843 (Burs) to 1850 (Bap) Price    £12.00 
        Download Price  £10.50 

St. Thomas, Heptonstall BMDs Pre 1812 1594-1812 Baps, Marrs & Burs    £15.00 
        Download Price £13.00 

St. Thomas, Heptonstall BMDs Post 1812 To 1850 (Baps/Burs), to 1837 (Mars)   £8.00 
        Download Price £7.00 
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Heptonstall St Thomas—BOOKS. 
 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. baptisms 1599 to 1812 (1837 for Cross Stone)     each £12.50 
Baptisms A to F      Baptisms G to J     Baptisms K to Stanc     Baptisms Stand to Y 

 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. marriages 1599 to 1837         each £12.50 
Marriages A to F    Marriages G to J    Marriages K to Stanc    Marriages Stand to Y 

 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. burials 1599 to 1812 (1837 for Cross Stone)     each £12.50 
Burials A to F        Burials G to J          Burials K to Sq          Burials St to Y 

 

Other Calderdale Churches—CDs & Downloadable Files 
All sets also available at reduced cost (£4.50) as downloadable files.& no P&P 

 

Coley St. John   1734-1902 (Bap), 1749-1753 (Mar) & 1734 -1902 (Bur)   £5.00 

Hebden Bridge, St. James 1833-1869 (Bap) & 1834 -2007 (Bur)       £5.00 

llingworth St. Mary   1650-1915 (Bap), 1697-1934 (Marr) & 1650-1942 (Bur)    £5.00 

Lightcliffe St. Matthew  1704-1900 (Bap), 1704-1746 (Marr), 1704-1931 (Bur)      £5.00 

Luddenden St. Mary  1653-1958 (Bap), 1661-1942 (Marr) & 1653-1933 (Bur)    £5.00 

Ripponden St. Bartholomew 1684-1985 (Bap), 1687-1935 (Marr),1684-1982(Bur)    £5.00 
Sowerby St Peter   1668-1982 (Bap), 1711-1935 (Marr) & 1643-1954 (Bur)    £5.00 

Sowerby Bridge Christ Ch. 1709-1905 (Bap), 1709-1753 (Marr) & 1821-1980 (Bur)   £5.00 

Other Calderdale Parishes (1)  includes the following churches                 £5.00 
  - Cragg Vale St John Bapts 1813 to 1912 Burs 1815 to 1867 
  - Halifax Holy Trinity Bapts 1832 to 1894 Burs 1798 to 1857 
  - Halifax St James Bapts 1832 to 1878 No Burials 
  - Stainland St Andrew Bapts 1782 to 1840  Burs 1785 to 1840 

East Calderdale Parishes includes the following churches                  £5.00 
  - Brighouse St Martin—Bapts 1831 to 1858 Burs 1831 to 1865 
  - Rastrick St Matthew—Bapts 1813 to 1865 Burs 1813 to 1869 
  - Southowram St Anne Bapts 1813 to 1851 Burs 1818 to 1854 

Non-Conformists Registers (1) includes the following chapels     £5.00 
 Cornholme Meths  -  Midgley Providence  -  Mixenden URC  -  Rishworth Roadside 
 Shelf Primitive Meths.  -  Shelf Witchfield  -  Todmorden Shore Baptists 

Northowram Heywood URC Baps 1744-1952, Marrs 1863-88, Burs 1822-2016, 
 Grave Book 1797-2016          £5.00 
 

Municipal Cemeteries—CD & Downloadable Files 
 

Stoney Royd Burial Register  1861 to 1960        Price £12.00 (Download £10.50) 

Rastrick Cemetery MIs           Price £5.00 (Download £4.50) 

Clifton Municipal Cemetery & St John’s         Price £5.00 (Download £4.50) 
 

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 
 

CD– Set 1 - for MIs from 38 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £10.00 

CD– Set 2 - for MIs from 19 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £10.00 

CD– Set 3 - for MIs from 6 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £5.00 

CD- Set 4—for MIs, Burials & Grave Books from 21 Halifax Graveyards  
     (indexed & searchable)   See list below for Graveyards included on this CD Price £5.00 
All sets also available at reduced cost (£8.50/£4.50) as downloadable files & no P&P 
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Graveyards available showing which CD they appear on. 
 

 Graveyard      CD  Set  Graveyard       CD Set 
Barkisland Krumlin Meths  4 Blackley Baptist Church   1 
Booth U.R. Church    1 Boothtown, All Souls Church,   1 
Bradshaw, St John’s Church  1 Charlestown, Mount Olivet Baptist 2 
Claremount, St. Thomas’ Church 1 Copley, St. Stephen's Church  1 
Cragg Vale Methodist Chapel  1 Eastwood Congregational Chapel 2 
Elland Huddersfield Rd Wesleyans 4 Elland Providence Congs  4 
Greetland Lindwell Primitive Meths 4 Greetland Methodists   3 
Halifax All Saints, Salterhebble  2 Halifax Ebenezer Primitive Meths 4 
Halifax Pellon Lane Baptists  4 Hailfax Salem Meths New Connection 4 
Halifax Society of Friends (Quakers) 1 Halifax South Parade Wesleyans 4 
Halifax Square Chapel   3 Halifax Square Church   3 
Hebden Bridge, Cross Lanes Meth.       1 Hebden Bridge, Ebenezer Chapel 2 
Hebden Bridge, St. James’  1 Hipperholme Meths   4 
Holywell Green U.R. Church   1 Illingworth Moor Meths.   2 
Lightcliffe Mount Zion Congs  4 Luddenden Dean Methodists  2 
Luddenden Ebenezer   3 Luddenden Foot , Denholme U.M.  1 
Luddenden Foot, St Mary’s  1 Lumbutts United Free Methodist  2 
Mankinholes Wesleyan   2 Midgley, Providence Methodist   1 
Moor End Road U.R. Church  1 Mount Tabor Methodist Church  1 
Mytholmroyd, St. Michael's Church  1 Mytholmroyd, Wesleyan Chapel  1 
Norland, Mount Pleasant Chapel 2 Norland Prim. Meth. Chapel   1 
Northowram Heywood Ind  4 Ogden Mount Zion Methodist   1 
Ovenden, Nursery Lane Meth.   1 Peckett Well, Crimsworth Meth.  1 
Pellon, Christ Church   1 Queensbury Ambler Thorn Meths 4 
Queensbury Baptist   4 Queensbury Holy Trinity  4 
Queensbury Roundhill Meths  4 Queensbury Union Croft  4 
Rishworth Parrack Nook Ind  4 Rishworth Roadside Baptist  1 
Scammonden St Bartholomew  4 Shelf Primitive Methodists  3 
Shelf Witchfield Methodist  2 Southowram Methodist    2 
Southowram St. Anne   3 Sowerby, Boulderclough, Meths. 1 
Sowerby Mill Bank Wesleyans  4 Sowerby, Sowerby Green Congs. 1 
Sowerby, Rooley Lane Wes. Chapel  1 Sowerby, St. George's Church  1 
Sowerby, St. Mary’s Cotton Stones 1 S/Bridge, Bolton Brow Wes. Meths 1 
Sowerby Bridge, Christ Church  2 S/Bridge New Longley Prim Meths 2 
Sowerby, St. Peter’s Church  1 Sowerby, Steeps Lane Bap Chap 1 
Soyland, Ebenezer Methodist Church 1 Soyland, Stones Methodist Church 1 
Stainland, Providence Chapel  1 Stainland Wesleyan   4 
Todmorden, Christ Church  2 Todmorden, Cross Stones St Pauls 2 
Todmorden Lineholme Baptist  2 Todmorden Patmos New Connexion 2 
Todmorden Unitarian   2 Todmorden Unitarian Sunday Sch. 2 
Wainstalls, Mount Pleasant Meths 1 Warley, Butts Green Bap. Chapel 1 
Warley Congregational Church  4 Widdop, Blake Dean Bap Chapel  1 

 
 

CENSUSES 
 

Pre 1841 Census—(Heads of Household & head counts only) 
CD Pre-1841 Censuses (all surviving townships) - (Indexed & searchable)     £10.00 
 

1851 Census - (Now Reduced Price) 
CD 1851 Census 19 Halifax Townships (Indexed & Searchable)              £5.00 
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1841 & 1851 Census 
FICHE 
1841 Census    Todmorden (Head of Household only)         £1.00 
1851 Census   Hebden Bridge (full transcription & index)        £5.00 
1851 Census    Todmorden  (Head of Household only)         £2.00 

 

CALDERDALE SCHOOL LOG BOOKS 
        Also available at reduced cost (£4.50) as downloadable files.& no P&P 

CD1 - Calderdale East & South Schools—fully indexed & searchable        £5.00 

CD2 - Calderdale Central & North Schools—fully indexed & searchable                   £5.00 

CD3—Calderdale West Schools—fully indexed & searchable                                   £5.00 * 
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 

Ancestral File Book—Blank pro-forma booklet to record history (available in UK only) £4.00 
Piece Hall 1778 Subscribers—list of all subscribers at the opening (download only) £2.00 
Greetland Undertakers—details of deceased customers of Ely Furness 1896-1927 £3.00 
 

SEARCHES 
 

The Society offers a number of search facilities, depending on what is required and how you wish 
it to be sent to you. These services are provided through our Search Coordinator and the details 
are given below. 
Searches from any of our publications—through Search Coordinator. 
 

The data available is from any item that appears on our publications list - £1.00 per name.  
(Free for Society Members when logged on as a member on the Society website) 

 

METHODS OF ORDERING. 
 

There are a number of  ways in which Publications and Services  can be ordered.  Relevant address-
es are given at the foot of this page.   Where paying by cheque, they should be made payable to 
“Calderdale FHS” and not to any individual. 
 

BY POST. 
Publications.   From the Publications Officer.   For P&P add the following to the total price :  
 - UK  75p per book & CD and 50p per £10 fiche Order. 
 - Overseas £1.50 per book & CD and £1.00 per £10 fiche Order. 
 - Ancestral Files (UK Only) - £1.25 per 1 or 2 booklets 
 

Searches. 
From the Search Co-ordinator.   For orders requiring the results on paper, for Postage & Packing 
please send a Stamped & Addressed Envelope with your order. 
 

BY INTERNET. 
Via Genfair at www.genfair.co.uk   All products & services are available via this by Credit Card via 
a secure connection.  CDs carry VAT at 20% for orders within the EU. 
Downloadable files do not carry VAT, are at a reduced price from their CD equivalent & have no P&P 
costs.—not available to Non-UK EU countries. 
 

PUBLICATION & SEARCH CONTACT ADDRESSES. 
 

Publications Officer    Search Coordinator 
Joan Drake,     Susan Lord, 
CFHS Publications Officer,   CFHS Enquiry Coordinator, 
22, Well Grove,  Hove Edge,   288, Halifax Road, Hove Edge, 
BRIGHOUSE     BRIGHOUSE 
West Yorkshire,  HD6 2LT   West Yorkshire. HD6 2PB 
E-Mail : publications@cfhsweb.co.uk  E-Mail : search@cfhsweb.co.uk 

 

Published by Calderdale Family History Society— 2019 

4 


