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THE  FRONT  COVER  ILLUSTRATION 
This beautiful tower is nearly all that 
is left of the ancient church, 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, at 
Woburn. The old church, rebuilt by 
Richard Hobbs, last abbot of 
Woburn, was found too small for its 
congregation and was pulled down, 
but some of its stones were used last 
century for the mortuary chapel. In 
this chapel are memorials to Sir 
Francis Staunton and Elizabeth his 
wife, 1630, and others to the Kay 
family, removed from the old church. 
Sir Francis was sheriff of 

Bedfordshire in Charles I’s reign, and 
founded twenty almshouses, which 
still carry on their work, though they 
have been refashioned, and he it was 
who built or rebuilt the great tower of 
the church, rising 80 feet high on a 
15th Century base. It has pinnacles at 
the angles and an open cupola, with a 
cross and vane. The tower was again 
rebuilt in 1830 by John, sixth Duke 
of Bedford. On the right of the 
picture can be seen part of the Free 
School founded by Francis, Earl of 
Bedford. 

EDITORIAL 
As an editor one never wants to draw 
attention to errors spotted after 
production. With the previous issue  
of the Journal celebrating our fortieth 
anniversary I had hoped to get 
everything spot on. But oh the shame, 
I found a minor misdemeanour, to do 
with the publication date, when I was 
editing the current issue ! There it is 
calling out at me as part of our 
history. I guess I’ll get over it. 
As always I am indebted to our 
contributors to this issue, including: 
Mark Tresidder with part one of a 
fascinating article on Poor Law 
records, our Researcher Mary 
Wooldridge, our Librarian John 
Partridge and Member Susan Canty. I 
also have to apologise to Susan for 
the delay in publishing her article – 
technology played its part. 

Ever since my grandad passed away 
in 1991 I’ve been aware of the 
importance of talking to elderly 
family members about the past. 
Having lost both parents within 47 
days of each other over the Christmas 
period I am painfully reminded that I 
can no longer ask them this or that 
about the family. I encourage you all 
to make the most of the opportunity 
to speak to your family about what 
life was like in the past and their 
recollections of their forebears.  
Equally none of us are getting any 
younger either and we too must 
ensure our memories are suitably 
recorded. Future generations will 
thank you for taking the time. 
journal@bfhs.org.uk                     � 

Geoff Young 
Journal Co-ordinator 

Bedfordshire has its own mailing list for genealogy in and around the 
area.  To subscribe send an email to: 

BEDFORD-L-request@rootsweb.com 
with ‘subscribe’ in the BODY of the email 
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2 MAR HOW FAR DID YOUR ANCESTORS 
TRAVEL BEFORE THE ADVENT OF 
THE RAILWAYS 

CELIA HERITAGE 

20 APR ON AND OFF THE FOOT PLATE BILL DAVIES 

4 MAY THE GREAT WAR THROUGH THE 
MAGIC LANTERN 

KEVIN VARTY 

1 JUN AGM + QUIZ  

6 JUL BEDFORD’S OLD INDUSTRIES DAVID FOWLER 

7 SEP THE MANY WAYS OF COUNTING 
OUR DAYS 

COLIN OAKES  

The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 
June 2018 Journal is 15 April 2018 

If possible, please supply by email (to journal@bfhs.org.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bedfordshire Family History Society now has a presence on Facebook 

for news and discussions visit 
www.facebook.com/BedfordshireFamilyHistorySociety 

PROGRAMME 

MEETING  VENUE 
MARK RUTHERFORD SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 

WENTWORTH DRIVE, BEDFORD MK41 8PX (by Mowsbury Park) 

Doors open at 19:00, talk commences at 19:30 
Bookstall and library also available 

FUTURE  MEETING  DATES  2018/19 
2018: 12 OCT, 2 NOV, 7 DEC 
2019: 11 JAN, 1 FEB, 1 MAR 
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THE  CARTWRIGHTS  OF  BIGGLESWADE 

We first meet Samuel 
CARTWRIGHT on 17 June 1821 as 
a widower marrying Sarah FULLER 
in Biggleswade. Sarah was born in 
1798 to John and Elizabeth 
(HANSELL) FULLER in 
Biggleswade but I do not know 
where Samuel came from. 
In the 1841 census Samuel and Sarah 
are living in Lower Caldicote 
Northill with their 5 children: 
Charles (born 1826), Eliza(1829), 
Elizabeth (1831), my 3 times Great-
Grandmother, Lucy (1833), and 
Mary (1837). Samuel is listed as an 
Ag. Lab. 
The next record for Elizabeth is in 
1848 when she appears in the 
Bedfordshire Gaol records. Her 
offence – stealing turnips. (If you 
look through most of the Gaol 
records they appear to be food 
related ) The record shows she was 
aged 19, 4 feet 10 ¼ inches tall, with 
brown hair and eyes and a fresh 
complexion, she was also stout with 
a scar over the left eye and was 
illiterate. She was committed on 13 
November for one month at the New 
House of Correction and set to 
mending prison linen. Her release 
date was 9 December. The general 
remark on the prisoner was ‘Bad’! 
By the 1851 census things were not 
looking up for Elizabeth. She was in 
Biggleswade Union Workhouse with 
a six month old baby Eliza. Elizabeth 
was listed as a straw plaiter. So at 
least she had a trade. Eliza died 
in1855. 

For a long time I couldn’t find 
anyone else in her family, but 
eventually I found on the 1851 
census her sister Lucy living with the 
PRESLAND family in Langford 
Lane Biggleswade with her 8 month 
old baby Mary Ann. She eventually 
married Thomas Presland in 1858 
and had 4 children by him. 
Also in this census Sarah the mother 
appears to be living as housekeeper 
to a William Wilson an Ag. Lab. in 
the same lane as Lucy. Charles and 
Mary appear to have disappeared at 
this time; and Samuel and Eliza have 
died, 1848 and 1845 respectively. 
By the 1861 census at Anchor End 
Biggleswade, Elizabeth (still) 
CARTWRIGHT is head of the 
household and a strawplaiter aged 30 
and living with  her two sons 
William (1854), my 2 times Great-
Grandfather, George (1860) and 
daughter Mary (1859) and her sister 
Lucy PRESLAND and her two 
daughters Mary A (1854) and 
Harriett (1860). Either Lucy wasn’t 
very good at her sums and dates or 
this is a second Mary. 
Meanwhile mother Sarah is still 
living with William Wilson in 
Hitchin Rd Biggleswade with her 
daughter Mary and her son Samuel 
(1856). Charles makes a 
reappearance with a wife Eliza. They 
are living at the Sun Public House on 
Sun Street Biggleswade where he is 
the Publican and a Carman. 
In the Autumn of 1867 Elizabeth 
marries William RICHARDSON 
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(about time too!) having had 3 more 
children Charles (1862), Louisa 
(1866) and Thomas (1867), taking 
her total up to seven, but she hadn’t 
finished: Lilla (1870), Joseph(1871), 
Harriet (1874) and Elizabeth (1877) 
complete the family. 
On the 1871 census Elizabeth is still 
living at Anchor End Biggleswade, 
but this time as Elizabeth 
RICHARDSON  with husband 
William an Ag. Lab. And seven 
children; William an Ag Lab., Mary 
a strawplaiter like her mother, 
George, Charles, Louisa, Thomas, 
and  Lilla. Interestingly all the 
children take the surname 
Richardson. 
Meanwhile at the Dolphin public 
house in Biggleswade Lucy, now 
WILSON, having married George 
Wilson in 1869, is living with 
children Mary Ann, Harriet, Thomas, 
and Eliza all using PRESLAND 
surname and grandmother Sarah 
CARTWRIGHT. 
On 26 April 1874 William 
CARTWRIGHT married Ann(a) 
INSKIP  from Northill, daughter of 
Robert and Elizabeth (PARTRIDGE) 
INSKIP, in Biggleswade. 
Before the next census they had three 
children Sarah Ann (1874), my Great
-Grandmother, Thomas (1876) and 
Elizabeth (1878). A fourth child, 
Alice (1886) was born after the 
Census. 
William appears on the Bedfordshire 
Gaol register on 5 July 1880 along 
with 18 other men, including his 
cousin Thomas Presland, charged 

with Riot. William is listed as 
William Cartwright Richardson and 
his age is not correct. All 19 were 
bound over on their own 
recognizance of £20 to appear and 
receive judgement when called upon. 
Discharge date was 7 July 1880. A 
Pub Brawl? 
On the 1881 Census William and 
Elizabeth, now Betsy, 
RICHARDSON are living at 2 Wests 
Yard, Shortmead Street, Biggleswade 
with their children Mary, Charles, 
Louisa, Thomas, Lilla, Joseph, 
Harriet and Elizabeth. Betsy, Mary 
and Louisa are straw plaiters; 
William, Charles and Thomas are 
Ag. Labs. The youngest 4 are 
scholars. 
Charles and Eliza Cartwright are now 
at the Steamer Inn, Biggleswade  
where he is listed as a market 
gardener. 
William and Ann CARTWRIGHT 
are living in Northill (at the best 
address ever). 
No. 6 Of The Row Of Houses Back 
From Hitchen Road.                      
William is 27 and an Ag Lab.; Ann 
32 and born in Northill; the Children 
Sarah 6, Thomas  4, and Elizabeth 3 
all born in Biggleswade. 
In 1891 William and Betsy 
RICHARDSON are still at the same 
address with children Charles, 
Joseph, Harriet and Lizzie and Mary 
who has now married William 
WELLS, alongside their two children 
Rose and Louisa. All the men are 
listed as general labourers, Harriet 
and Lizzie are straw plaiters and 
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Rose a domestic house maid. Louisa 
is a scholar. 
Living next door to William and 
Betsy is her son George using the 
surname RICHARDSON, with his 
wife Eliza and their six children. 
George continues to live next door to 
them in the 1901 census but is now 
using the surname CARTWRIGHT. 
William and Betsy still have their son 
Charles with them and are also joined 
by a William FULLER, he had 
married daughter Louisa who died in 
1895 aged 25, listed as a boarder and 
George and Eliza FULLER listed as 
grandchildren. 
William and Ann CARTWRIGHT 
are now living in Cowfairlands, 
Chapel Place, Biggleswade with their 
four children. William and Thomas 
are Railway platelayers. 
In 1901 William and Ann 
CARTWRIGHT are now in Bensons 
Row, Biggleswade where they 
remained until their deaths in the 
1930’s. Their two eldest daughters 
Sarah and Elizabeth married two 
brothers Ernest and Alfred SMALL. 
Thomas married Ruth HUCKLE 
in1899; she died a year later in 
childbirth. He then married Mary 

Beaumont in 1905. Alice married 
Arthur ASHWELL in 1914 but sadly 
died in childbirth in 1915 aged 29. 
Sarah and Ernest Small are my great 
grandparents.        ��

Susan Canty 

REMINDER 
The CLOSING DATE for articles to be published in the 

June 2018 Journal is 
15 April 2018 
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EARLY  POOR  LAW  RECORDS  IN  BEDFORDSHIRE 
AND  THEIR  USE  FOR  GENEALOGICAL  RESEARCH – Part 1 

Background 
The poor and their welfare play a 
major part in today’s society whether 
it be through unemployment benefits, 
working tax credits, maintenance 
payments for children, disability 
payments or other such schemes. 
Laws for dealing with the poor have, 
however, been in place since 
medieval times. 
Medieval Poor Relief 
Prior to the reformation poor relief 
was predominantly the responsibility 
of the church. Christian religious 
duty was to undertake the seven 
corporal works of mercy, aimed at 
relieving bodily distress according to 
the teachings of Jesus (Matthew 25 
vv. 32-46). People were expected to: 
feed the hungry; provide drink for 
the thirsty; welcome strangers; 
provide clothing for the naked; visit 
those that were sick; visit prisoners; 
and to bury the dead. 
During the Middle Ages poverty was 
a common factor for most of the 
population. Families could suffer due 
to accident, sickness, disease or death 
of the breadwinner. Human and 
animal energy were the main sources 
of energy for production, which was 
dependent on a number of factors 
such as the climate and diseases. The 
Black Death killed one third of the 
population creating a shortage of 
labour. Landowners were forced to 
pay increased wages to attract 
workers, but many fields were left 
unattended causing starvation for 

those that had survived the plague. 
The high wages being offered 
resulted in higher prices, increased 
migration of the workforce and the 
breakdown of feudalism. To combat 
this the Ordinance of Labourers was 
enacted in 1349 introducing the 
beginnings of a medieval poor law. 
Under the act it was illegal to pay 
wages above pre-plague levels or 
give alms to the unemployed. The 
Ordinance required that everyone 
under sixty work, and that if they left 
their employment before the term 
agreed that they should be 
imprisoned. 
Further legislation was introduced in 
the 1388 Statute of Cambridge which 
restricted the movements of 
labourers and beggars.  It prohibited 
them from leaving the hundred, rape, 
wapentake, city or borough in which 
they were living unless they had a 
testimonial issued by a justice of the 
peace. The act is a key piece of poor 
law legislation often recognised as 
the first English poor law. It starts to 
differentiate between the deserving 
and undeserving poor by making 
each hundred responsible for 
relieving its own poor. Impotent 
persons (the aged, infirm or those 
incapable of work) were to be 
constrained to the hundred or town in 
which they lived at the time of the 
act, and if the hundred could not 
support them they were to return to 
their place of birth. Wandering 
labourers were to be placed in stocks 
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and then returned to the place they 
came from. 
Tudor Poor Relief 
As the population grew during the 
Tudor period, religious and 
charitable sources were failing to 
meet the need of the rising poor 
population. Paupers were turning to 
vagrancy and begging to make ends 
meet, and also resorting to rioting 
against those that they thought were 
hoarding food or raising prices 
unfairly. Fear of these roaming 
vagrants and the constant threat of 
rebellion lead to a series of further 
legislation. 
In 1494, The Vagabonds and Beggars 
Act required that ‘Vagabonds, idle 
and suspected persons shall be set in 
the stocks for three days and three 
nights and have none other 
sustenance but bread and water and 
then shall be put out of Town. Every 
beggar suitable to work shall resort to 
the Hundred where he last dwelled, is 
best known, or was born and there 
remain upon the pain aforesaid’. 
An Act of 1531 sought to deal with 
increasing levels of vagrancy. It 
required that vagrants were whipped 
and returned to their place of birth, 
and also permitted the impotent poor 
to beg if they had a licence issued by 
a magistrate. The act was the first to 
attempt to recognise a difference 
between the worthy (impotent) poor 
who were entitled to alms and the 
unworthy idle beggar who did not 
deserve aid. It did not, however, 
make any provisions for the able-
bodied who were actively looking for 
work. 

In 1547, the government, fearful of 
the threat of insurrection to the newly 
ascended young king, Edward VI, 
introduced new legislation to control 
vagrants. Any able-bodied person 
refusing to work was to be branded 
with a ‘V’ and become a slave for 
two years. Persistent offenders could 
be imprisoned, face a lifetime of 
slavery or even death. Vagrant 
children could be seized and 
apprenticed until they were 24 for 
boys, or 20 for girls. The act also 
introduced weekly church collections 
for the impotent poor. The penalties 
for vagrancy were thought harsh and 
repealed in 1550. 
An embryonic workhouse system 
was created through an Act of 1564 
to suppress ‘roaming beggars’. It 
empowered parish officers to find 
‘habitations and abidings’ for 
beggars. In 1576, an Act for Setting 
the Poor on Work required parishes 
to provide stocks of raw materials 
such as wool, hemp, flax and iron 
and also provide premises in which 
the unemployed would be required to 
work. 
In 1597 an Act for the Relief of the 
Poor created the position of the 
Overseer of the Poor, requiring that 
every parish appoint an Overseer 
who would be responsible for finding 
work for the unemployed and the 
setting up of parish-houses for those 
who could not support themselves. 
Old Poor Law 
The Act was re-enacted in 1601 with 
the same name An Act for the Relief 
of the Poor, bringing together 
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legislation from previous acts. This 
Act is often referred to as the Poor 
Law Act or the Elizabethan Poor 
Law and became the foundation of 
the Old Poor Law for the next two 
hundred and fifty years. 
The Act made each parish an 
administrative unit and delegated to 
it the responsibility for the relief of 
its poor. It created the role of the 
parish overseer who was responsible 
for collecting poor rates from the 
inhabitants of the parish to relieve its 
poor. Relief was normally provided 
as ‘out-relief’ in the form of bread, 
clothing, fuel, rent payments or 
money. 
Parishes were required to provide 
raw materials such as flax, hemp, and 
wool so that able-bodied paupers 
could be put to work, with anyone 
refusing to do so liable to be placed 
in a House of Correction or prison. 
They were also to provide relief for 
the ‘impotent poor’ (old, blind, lame) 
in houses of dwelling, such as poor 
houses and alms-houses rather than 
workhouses unless their families 
could provide for them. The act also 
required that orphans and other poor 
children be set to work and 
apprenticed. 
18th Century 
Continued population growth and the 
impacts of poverty lead to increased 
migration as labourers sought work. 
Parishes were finding it difficult to 
cope with influxes of migrants who 
required relief and putting pressure 
on their poor rates. This was often 
due to paupers moving to parishes 
who were deemed to be generous. In 

1662, An Act for the better Relief of 
the Poor of this Kingdom otherwise 
known as the Settlement Act was 
enacted providing powers to allow 
parishes to remove unwanted 
migrants. It empowered magistrates 
to examine and remove anyone who 
was ‘likely to be chargeable’ to the 
poor rate to their own place of 
settlement. 
The Act did not determine how 
settlement was obtained, as the 
principles had been established since 
the 1388 Statute of Cambridge. 
Anyone coming into the parish who 
did not rent a property worth £10 or 
more a year could be challenged 
within forty days and sent back to 
their last place of legal settlement, 
unless they had a certificate from 
their home parish stating that they 
would bear the removal costs if the 
person required relief. 
Settlement was gained through the 
following conditions: birth in the 
parish to parents legally settled there; 
on marriage a woman took her 
husband’s place of settlement; 
holding parish office; illegitimate 
children were settled in the place of 
birth, which often led the overseers 
to try and get rid of the mother before 
the child was born. 
The Act was revived in the 1691 Act 
for the better Explanation and 
supplying the Defects of the former 
Laws for Settlement of the Poor, 
which specified additional ways of 
gaining settlement.  On arrival the 
person was to give the notice of 
intention to make settlement to the 
churchwarden or overseer, who 
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would read it out in church and make 
a record in the overseers account 
book. Churchwardens or Overseers 
refusing to read the notice could be 
fined forty shillings. Soldiers could 
not gain settlement until they had 
been dismissed from service. 
Settlement could be gained by 
serving as a parish officer or by 
paying parish duties. Unmarried 
persons could become settled by 
undertaking employment for a year. 
Apprentices became settled in the 
place of their apprenticeship. 
The laws made it difficult for people 
to move and gain settlement 
elsewhere. Annual hiring fairs were 
held on the same day to prevent 
workers from gaining settlement as 
they would only be hired for 364 
days. In addition, employers might 
cut short hiring’s early so as not to 
confer settlement, or labourers might 
leave employment early if they did 
not like the parish and did not want 
to be settled there. 
The law was softened in the 1697 
Act for supplying some Defects in 
the Laws for the Relief of the Poor of 
this Kingdome which allowed people 
to move into another parish, if they 
had a settlement certificate issued by 
their own parish confirming that they 
would provide for the person and 
their family, if they became 
chargeable. The Act also required 
that anyone receiving relief wear a 
badge of ‘red or blew cloth’ on their 
right shoulder marked with the first 
letter of their own parish and the 
letter P. A further softening of the 
law was to take place one hundred 

years later when protection against 
removal was provided to all, except 
for unmarried pregnant women, 
through the 1795 Act To prevent the 
Removal of Poor Persons until they 
shall actually become chargeable. 
Whilst the settlement laws were 
bureaucratic, with settlement 
examinations, removals and appeals 
against removal, it was felt that 
paupers were looked after 
sympathetically by the overseers and 
their neighbours to make sure that 
they did not starve. But this 
generosity could discourage the able-
bodied poor from looking for work. 
In an Act of 1722-3, commonly 
known as Knatchbull’s act, parishes 
were allowed to set up workhouses 
either on their own, or with 
neighbouring parishes. The 
workhouse was for the ‘keeping and 
employing of poor persons; and there 
they are to keep them, and take 
benefit of their work and labour, for 
the better relief and maintenance and 
relief of such persons’. Anyone 
refusing to enter would not be 
entitled to parish relief. This was the 
first representation of the workhouse 
test, with the workhouse acting as a 
deterrent so that only those who were 
really desperate would seek relief. 
The act also allowed the running of 
workhouses to be contracted out. 
A further Act in 1782 For the Better 
Relief and Employment of the Poor, 
better known as Gilbert’s Act, sought 
to improve the administration of poor 
relief by creating poor law unions for 
large groups of parishes. These 
unions were administered by a board 
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of Guardians shifting responsibility 
from the parish to the landed gentry. 
The unions were able to set up a 
workhouse for the sick, aged and 
orphaned poor. They were not to 
admit able-bodied paupers, who were 
to be given outdoor relief or found 
work in their own parishes with 
allowances being paid out of poor 
rates to supplement their pay. 
Gilberts act was not compulsory, and 
many did not agree with its practice 
of allowing outdoor relief. As a 
result, less than 70 unions were 
established. 
New Poor Law 
In the early nineteenth century with a 
growing population, the ranks of the 
unemployed were swelled by 
returning soldiers following the end 
of the Napoleonic wars. This put 
pressure on the poor relief system 
and increased the dissatisfaction of 
the landowners who were paying the 
poor rates. They thought that the 
system was over generous, 
encouraging the poor to be idle, 
marry young and have large families 
to claim relief. But it also encouraged 
employers to pay low wages 
knowing that they would be made up 
from allowances. 
There was also growing unrest 
amongst the poor who found their 
employment threatened by 
mechanisation. The Swing Riots 
broke out, in which farm machinery 
was destroyed and workhouses 
attacked.  This provided the 
government with a catalyst to review 
the old Poor Laws, and resulted in 
the setting up of the 1832 Royal 

Commission on the Poor Laws. 
When the commission reported back 
in 1834, it took the view that poverty 
was caused by idleness instead of the 
lack of work, or other social and 
economic factors. It concluded that: 
paupers received relief regardless of 
merit; immorality was encouraged by 
providing relief to illegitimate 
offspring; the system encouraged 
large families; and that low wages 
and allowances did not provide 
sufficient incentives for labourers to 
work. It recommended that all relief 
to the able-bodied and their families 
outside the workhouse was unlawful 
and should cease. It also 
recommended that parishes should be 
grouped together to form Poor Law 
unions which would provide a shared 
workhouse and that a central body be 
appointed to administer the system. 
Following the Royal Commissions 
report the Old Poor Law was 
abolished by the 1834 Poor Law 
Amendment Act (An Act for the 
Amendment and better 
Administration of the Laws relating 
to the Poor in England and Wales). 
Three Commissioners of the Poor 
were to be appointed to administer 
the New Poor Law, and implement 
the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission. The principle of ‘less 
eligibility’ was established and 
conditions in the workhouses were 
made inferior to those of the lowest 
paid labourer. The workhouse test 
was re-established so that only those 
lacking the moral determination to 
survive outside it would want to enter 
and claim relief. 
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20th Century 
In the early 20th century the Liberal 
government began to pursue a new 
programme of social-welfare reforms 
to combat poverty, 
In 1908, the Old Age Pensions Act 
introduced a weekly non-
contributory pension of five shillings 
to those over the age of 70.  By 1911, 
the Poor Law system of relief 
through the workhouses was no 
longer seen as appropriate and The 
National Insurance Act introduced 
providing compulsory unemployment 
insurance and benefits. Workhouses 
were abolished in 1925 and 
transferred to local authorities as 
hospitals. 
Social reforms continued through the 
first half of the twentieth century, 
and in 1942, a report was put forward 
by William Beveridge outlining how 
to tackle societies ‘five giant evils’ of 
idleness, ignorance, disease, squalor 
and want. The report became the 
blueprint for legislation by the 
Labour government after the war. In 
1948, the Poor Law Amendment Act 
was abolished and replaced by a 
system of state benefits and a new 
health service, which we would later 
come to know as the National Health 
Service. 
Early Poor Law Documents 
The Early Poor Law was in force 
from 1602 to 1834. Surviving records 
for Bedfordshire have been 
catalogued and published in 
Bedfordshire Parish Poor Law Papers 
1622-1834, An Index a joint 
publication by Bedfordshire Family 
History Society and Bedfordshire 

Archives and Records Service. 
Settlement Certificates 
The appendix in Bedfordshire Parish 
Poor Law Papers 1622–1834, 
indicates that settlement certificates 
survive for forty-five of the one 
hundred and thirty parishes in 
Bedfordshire. Of these only eight 
parishes have surviving certificates 
after 1795. This may be due to the 
1795 change to the settlement law 
preventing persons from being 
removed until they became actually 
chargeable lessening the need for 
settlement certificates. 
Each certificate is set out with the 
wording ‘We the Churchwardens and 
Overseers of the poor of the Parish of 
… do herby certify, that we do own 
and acknowledge … to be inhabitants 
legally settled in our said Parish of’’ 
It was given to the head of the 
household to take to his new parish 
where it would be kept in by the 
overseers in the parish chest. The 
certificate provided assurances to the 
new parish that if the persons named 
fell on hard times the originating 
parish of legal settlement would take 
the holder back. Anyone arriving 
without a certificate could be 
examined and removed on arrival. 
The certificate for James Freeman 
(figure 1) acknowledges the 
settlement of James, his wife Mary 
and their daughter aged about seven 
years. 
From this example it is possible to 
establish that settlement certificates 
provide information on: the parish of 
legal settlement; the name of the 
person the certificate is issued to, 
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family members and their ages; and 
the name of the parish they are 
moving to. 
The names of family members may 
not be mentioned, with the overseers 
writing ‘John Smith and his family’ 
or adding ‘if he hath any’ to cover 
future eventualities. If children are 
named, it is only dependent children 
that are included on the certificates. 
Therefore, there could be other 
children that are not mentioned. 
Sometimes the ages of children are 
included, but the word ‘infant’ could 

be applied to children up to the age 
of seven. The certificate may also 
record the occupation of the person it 
is issued for. 
Certificates were issued to many 
single pregnant women, to allow 
them to visit their families. The 
certificate would refer to the unborn 
child so that it could be legally 
settled in the same parish as its 
mother. 
Certificates were issued 
retrospectively following a move if 
requested, and therefore the date of 

Figure 1: Settlement Certificate for James Freeman, 
legally settled in Sandy 
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the certificate may not necessarily be 
the date that the parishioner moved. 
The issuing of certificates was not 
solely for the poor, all craftsmen and 
traders required a certificate if they 
wished to move to another parish. 
Settlement Examination 
Parishes had the right to remove a 
person, and their family, to their legal 
place of settlement if they did not 
have a settlement certificate, and 
were likely to become chargeable to 
the parish (before 1795), or had 
actually become chargeable to the 
parish. Examinations were carried 
out before a justice to determine the 
settlement of those brought before 
them by parish officials. 
At Bedfordshire Archives and 
Records Services, settlement 
examinations are filed in a separate 
class within each parish archive, but 
some such as those for  Cardington, 
are filed amongst the removal orders. 
The surviving examination 
documents reveal more about their 
subjects than other poor law 
documents, as they set out to uncover 
the persons legal place of settlement. 
Information given at the examination 
can reveal: date and place of birth; 
parent’s names; occupations; date 
and place of marriage; 
apprenticeships and previous 
employment details; and other family 
members. The document is also 
signed or marked by the examinant, 
giving an indication of their literacy.  
For example, the examination of 
John Youhill, reveals: 
The Examination of John Youhill late 
of Cardington in the said county 

[Bedford], labourer, but now a 
Prisoner confined in the New House 
of Correction at Bedford in and for 
the said County, Touching his 
parochial settlement, taken at the 
request of the overseers of the parish 
of Cardington aforesaid, in the 
Majesties justices of the peace in and 
for the said County. The said John 
Youhill on his oath as aforesaid, 
saith, 
According to the last of my 
knowledge, and as I have heard from 
my mother, I was born at Holme on 
Spalding Moor, near Market Weedon 
in the East Riding of the County of 
York – where my parents were then 
settled inhabitants – In the year 1810 
I let myself for a year as a servant to 
Mrs Linton of Foggthorpe in the East 
Riding of Yorkshire with [___] where 
I remained in service that whole year 
and received my wages of sixteen 
pounds. I have done no other act 
whereby to gain a settlement 
elsewhere. I married my present wife 
Anne at Cardington aforesaid, by 
whom I have the following children, 
born in lawful wedlock to wit – Jane 
a daughter aged Twelve years – 
William a boy, aged nine years – 
Charles a boy aged four years, and 
Mary Anne a Daughter aged two 
years. 
I am poor and unable to support my 
family. 
Signed in the New House of 
Correction in the County of Bedford, 
this 26th day of May 1829. John 
Youhill 
However, some examinations 
provide much less information for 
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example the examination of Thomas 
Onion in Northill on 9 February 
1795, confirms little more than he 
was born in Biggleswade where his 
father was a legal inhabitant, and that 
he is 40 years of age. But these are 
vital clues providing the genealogist 
with dates and places to locate events 
and reconstitute families 
Caution should be taken when 
wording in an examination suggests 
that examinant has no children as this 
may not be that case. Examination 
were concerned with dependent 
children and therefore, older children 

may not be listed. 
Removal Order 
If a pauper was to be returned to their 
place of settlement following the 
examination a removal order was 
issued. It had to be signed by two 
justices and two copies were made, 
one for each parish.  
Surviving documents may exist in 
the archives of either one, or both of 
the parishes that the orders relate to. 
They give details of the person being 
removed, and can also provide  
information on occupations, spouses, 

Figure 2: Settlement Examination of Thomas ONION 
at Northill 9 February 1795 
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and dependent children with ages. 
The removal order for James 
Stephenson and his family in the 
example above provides the 
following genealogical information: 
James Stephenson, Christina his 
wife, John their Son aged eleven 
years, Hannah their daughter aged 
eight years, Ann aged six years, 

Mary aged four years, Jane aged 
three years, Henry their son aged 5 
months … are actually chargeable to 
the said Township of Sculcoates … 
that the lawful settlement of them … 
is the said Township of Cardington 
in the Parish of Cardington in the 
County of Bedford 
Thus providing the names of James, 

Figure 3: Removal Order for James Stephenson and Family 
from Sculcoates, Yorkshire to Cardington 
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his wife, children and ages from 
which it is possible to estimate years 
of birth. The order also confirms 
details of James’ migration from 
Cardington to Sculcoates and his 
impending return to Cardington. 
However, it should not be assumed 
that these two parishes are where 
James and his family were born, 
baptised and married. The only 
information that can be derived from 
these locations is that Cardington 
was the last place of legal settlement 
for James (he may have had several 
settlements before that), and that the 
family are now residing in 
Sculcoates. The named parishes 
provide locations in which further 
research can be carried out to attempt 
reconstitution of the families. 
Removal orders for the late 
seventeenth and early eighteenth 
century often give more details about 
how settlement was gained. As two 
copies of each examination were 
made these are more likely to survive 
than settlement examinations.  
Not all removal orders are as 
informative. Those for single men 
and women may provide little more 
than Elizabeth King, singlewoman or 
William Merrill, labourer. 
Women took their husbands place of 
settlement on marriage and the 
removals orders for lone mothers and 
their children can reveal something 
about the misfortunes that befell their 
families and the reasons for their 
removal. For example, the removal 
order of Jane Lancaster from Woburn 
to Northill on 3 July 1807 reveals 
Jane Lancaster, wife of Thomas 

Lancaster (which said Thos 
Lancaster enlisted into his Majesty’s 
20th Regiment of Light Dragoons 
and embarked with the same about 
two years ago for the Cape of Good 
Hope) and their son George near two 
years old. 
Jane having fallen upon hard times 
due to her husband’s absence through 
military service is being returned to 
his place of legal settlement. 
Similarly, the removal order for 
Mary Robinson the wife of John 
from Clophill to Cardington 18 
January 1821 informs that he 
the said John Robinson being now 
confined in Bedford Gaol under the 
Sentence of Transportation 
Jane being removed to Clophill her 
husband’s place of settlement as a 
result of his crimes and inability to 
support her.  In these cases, they may 
be being sent to locations in which 
they had never lived before. 
The issuing of a removal order did 
not necessarily mean that those 
named were actually removed and 
returned to their parishes of 
settlement, or that the removal 
occurred immediately. The order for 
the removal of Susanna Oldaway and 
her infant son from Cardington to 
Cople on 23 November 1823 has an 
accompanying order suspending the 
removal because of Susanna is 
‘unable to travel, by reason of 
sickness and Infirmity of body’. On 
16 December 1823, the justices 
record that ‘Susanna Oldaway is 
wholly recovered… and that the 
aforesaid infant is dead and that the 
said Susanna Oldaway may therefore 
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UPDATES  TO  THE  2017  PUBLICATION  LIST 

Since the latest Publication List was 
printed: 
1. The following Parish Records CDs 
have now been updated to version 2 
HULCOTE 
LOWER GRAVENHURST 
MILLBROOK 
MILTON BRYAN 
OAKLEY 
PAVENHAM 

POTSGROVE 
POTTON 
2.The last copies of the following 
microfiche have now been sold. 
Marriage Licenses 1578 – 1618, 
1791 – 1812 
You may like to amend your copy of 
the Publication List to show these 
changes.         � 

Noel Evans 

now be conveyed from the within-
mentioned parish of Cardington’ The 
parish of Cople is ordered to pay the 
costs incurred by suspension of the 
order. 
Removal Orders. Cardington, 
Bedfordshire. 11 May 1819. 
STEPHENSON, James. Removal 
Orders To Parish. P38/13/3/21. 
Bedfordshire Archives and Record 
Services, Bedford, England. 
Removal Orders. Cardington, 
Bedfordshire. 3 Apr 1819. KING, 
Mary. Cardington, Removal Orders 
From Parish. P38/13/2/11. 
Bedfordshire Archives and Record 
Services, Bedford, England. 
Removal Orders. Cardington, 
Bedfordshire. 24 May 1819. 
MERRILL, William. Removal 
Orders From Parish. P38/13/2/25. 
Bedfordshire Archives and Record 
Services, Bedford, England. 
Removal Orders. Northill, 
Bedfordshire. 3 Jul 1803. 
LANCASTER, Jane. Northill, 
Removal Orders To Parish. 
P10/13/3/7. Bedfordshire Archives 
and Record Services, Bedford, 

England. 
Removal Orders. Cardington, 
Bedfordshire. 18 Jan 1821. 
ROBINSON, Mary. Removal Orders 
To Parish. P38/13/3/25. Bedfordshire 
Archives and Record Services, 
Bedford, England. 
Removal Orders. Cardington, 
Bedfordshire. 20 Nov 1823. 
OLDAWAY, Susan. Cardington, 
Removal Orders From Parish. 
P38/13/2/34. Bedfordshire Archives 
and Record Services, Bedford, 
England.         � 

Mark Tresidder 
Sources 
Figure 1: Settlement Certificate. Northill, 
Bedfordshire. 26 Feb 1795. FREEMAN, James. 
Settlement Certificates. P10/13/1/107. 
Bedfordshire Archives and Record Services, 
Bedford, England 
Figure 2: Settlement Exam. Northill, 
Bedfordshire. 26 May 1829. YOUHILL, John. 
Removal Orders From Parish. P38/13/2/38. 
Bedfordshire Archives and Record Services, 
Bedford, England. 
Figure 3: Settlement Exam. Northill, 
Bedfordshire. 9 Feb 1795. ONION, Thomas. 
Settlement Examinations. P10/13/4/6. 
Bedfordshire Archives and Record Services, 
Bedford, England. 
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DOES YOUR JOURNAL HAVE A BLACK SPOT ON THE FRONT? 
 
 
If there is a Black Spot on your Journal front cover you need to read this. 
 
The Society year runs from January to December and subscriptions are 
collected at the beginning of each New Year. 
 
The black spot on the front cover tells you that, to date, we do not appear to 
have received your subscription for 2018 and so this will be your last Journal. 
 
If you do wish to continue to be a member and receive the journal then please 
renew your subscription immediately.  Details of subscription rates and forms 
for renewal, to be sent to the Membership Secretary via the PO Box, were 
included in the centre of the December journal.  Alternatively you can renew 
on the internet at www.genfair.com (overseas members only) or at 
www.parishchest.com (all members) for a small additional charge. 
 
Your membership entitles you to four quarterly journals, which contain 
articles to help you with your research into your ancestors from both inside 
and outside Bedfordshire, as well as up-to-date information about what is 
going on in the Society and in the world of family history.  Information on the 
latest research aids available to members is included in the Journal, on our 
website and in the Members' Handbook (available to existing members from 
the Bookstall).  Membership also gives local members free entry to our 
monthly meetings with talks, library and bookstall. 
 
Cathy and Kevin Friend 
(Membership Secretary) 
membership@bfhs.org.uk 
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BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Nominations for Officers and Executive Committee Members 

 
Nomination for the post of: 
 
('Chairman', 'Treasurer', 'Secretary' or 'Committee Member' 
 
 
Name of Nominee ………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
Name of Proposer ………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Signature of Proposer ……………………………………………………. 
 
 
Membership Number ……………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
Name of Seconder …………………………..…………………………… 
 
 
Signature of Seconder ….……………………………………………….. 
 
 
Membership Number …..……………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
Signature of Nominee ..….………………………………………………. 
 
 
Membership Number …….……………………………………….……... 
 
 
         
 
The Committee would welcome nominations for the three Officers and the 
Executive Committee, which must be made in writing by 17 May 2018, signed by 
the proposer, seconder and nominee, and sent to the Secretary, PO Box 214, 
Bedford, MK42 9RX. 
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NOTIFICATION OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society will take place on Friday 1 June 2018 
at Mark Rutherford School, Bedford at 7.45 pm. 
 
Under clause 7 (d) (iv) of the constitution, any member wishing to move a 
resolution at the meeting must give signed notice in writing, stating its terms, sent 
to The Secretary, PO Box 214, Bedford, MK42 9RX by 3 May 2018.  
 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE  
 
Constitution 
 
The relevant section of the Constitution approved at the EGM on 7 February 2003 
relating to election of Executive Committee members reads as follows: 
 
Clause 5 
(d)  All Officers, that is Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, will be elected by a 
simple majority at the Annual General Meeting for a period of three years and will 
then be eligible for re-election.  Any person elected to fill a casual vacancy will be 
deemed to have been elected for the remaining period of the original term only. 
(e)  Ordinary Committee Members shall be elected by a simple majority at the 
Annual General Meeting for a period of one year when they will be eligible for 
re-election. 
 
�   Officers  
 

Chairman –  (Geoff Sewell is standing down.) 
   Noel Evans is standing for election. 
 
Treasurer –  Peter Sharp:  is eligible for re-election. 
Secretary –  Lynn Manning:  is eligible for re-election. 

 
� Executive Committee  
 

Members of the Executive Committee willing to be nominated and eligible for 
re-election are:  Cathy Friend, Kevin Friend, Val Thomas, Paul Woodcraft, 
Mary Wooldridge. 

 
A nominations form is attached.  If you require further copies please use 
photocopies or contact the Secretary. 

 



Registered Charity Number 281677 
A member of the Federation of Family History Societies 

 
 

 
 

AREAS WHERE WE NEED HELP IMMEDIATELY 
 
 
Executive Committee  
 

We currently have vacancies on the Executive Committee.  It is considered a 
necessity for nominees to have email.  You will need to attend a committee 
meeting held on the third Friday of every month.  Please come along, under no 
commitment, and see how the Committee works.  
 
 
Programme Secretary 
 

We need someone who can book the Speakers for members' meetings at least four 
months to a year in advance of the meetings. Good communication skills are 
needed and also a knowledge of Microsoft Word to supply the speakers with a 
contract for the talk they will give. A speakers list is available. 
 
 
M.I. Publications Officer 
 

We need an M.I. Co-ordinator who can compile the information collected from the 
Churchyards into a prepared Access database. A good knowledge of Microsoft 
Office is needed for this. This information will then be forwarded to the CD 
Co-ordinator for adding to the Parish Register CDs. 
 
 
M.I. Co-ordinator  
 

An M.I. Co-ordinator is required, someone who can organise and lead a small 
team of people to go out and collect information from Graveyards. This is usually 
a day’s activity which includes a lunch break in the local pub, making it a good 

day out.  
 
 
In all cases Microsoft Office will be provided if required.  
 
If you have any queries regarding any of these, or wish to offer help, please 
contact Chairman Geoff Sewell or myself.  You can write using our PO Box 
address or send an email to chairman@bfhs.org.uk or secretary@bfhs.org.uk 
or alternatively you can talk to us at meetings.  
 
Lynn Manning 
Secretary 



 Beds FHS Journal 19 March 2018 

 

GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  POOR  LAW  UNIONS'  GAZETTE 

The Poor Law Unions Gazette was a 
weekly paper published between 
1857 and 1903. It is particularly 
useful to family historians in that it 
provided information on paupers 
from all over the country who 
deserted their wives and families, 
leaving them chargeable to the Poor 
Law Unions. Since the authorities did 
not wish to be saddled with the 
responsibility for providing for such 
families, they issued descriptions of 
the deserters to facilitate their 
apprehension, some of which are 
very detailed and colourful. 
Information on the person’s last 
known employment and whereabouts 
can also be included.  
4 April 1857 – Bedford Union 
William STARMORE, aged about 
40, a sawyer, about 5 feet 9 inches 
high, light complexion, whiskers 
meeting under the chin, walks rather 
stooping, is fond of smoking and 
talking; left his wife and family in 

June last, at Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire, who have since 
become chargeable to the parish of 
St. Paul, Bedford. Two pounds will 
be paid for his apprehension. 
4 April 1857 – Biggleswade Union 
Benjamin MILES, agricultural 
labourer, aged 36, dark brown hair, 
no whiskers, about 5 feet 6 inches 
high; deserted his wife Hannah and 3 
children at Stotfold, in July 1852. 
George EDWARDS, aged 47, about 
5 feet 7 inches high, bald on front of 
his head, very deaf, a collar maker; 
supposed to be in London; deserted 
his wife and family at Biggleswade, 
and belongs to Potton, Beds 
Isaac MORTIMORE, blacksmith, 
aged 29. about 5 feet 7 inches high, 
dark hair, complexion, large 
whiskers, walks very quick, the little 
finger very crooked; deserted his 
wife Mary and 4 children about June 
1850. 
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John NORMAN, agricultural 
labourer of Northill, aged 35, 
widower, deserted his 2 lawful 
children in 1852. 
John STANTON, a basket maker, 
aged about 40, about 5 feet 8 inches 
high; deserted his 2 children, James 
and Hannah.  
John SWINSCOE, shoemaker, aged 
40 of the parish of Wrestlingworth, 
about 5 feet 8 inches high, and dark 
complexion; deserted his 4 children, 
viz. Julia, Samuel, Arther and Sarah. 
Samuel WARNER, widower, 
agricultural labourer, aged 44, about 
5 feet 9 inches high, black hair, and 
rather stout; deserted his 4 children, 
viz. Charles, John, Samuel and Lucy, 
about 3 years ago, has a brother 
living in Lower Road, Holloway. 
James WINTERS, agricultural 
labourer, aged 26, dark brown hair, 
fair complexion, rather stout; 
deserted his wife and 2 children in 
February 1854, at the parish of 
Arlsey. 
James LORIMAN alias SMITH, 
aged 56, a native of Pomfret in 
Yorkshire; deserted his 2 children, 
Ellen aged 6 and Ann aged 4; he was 
a ganger on the railway works at 
Warden. 
William MASTERS, widower, 
formerly a miller and baker at 
Shefford; deserted his 3 children in 
1856. supposed to be in London. 
Samuel CHAMBERS, gardener's 
labourer, aged 39, about 5 feet 9 
inches high, dark complexion, black 
hair and whiskers, rather inclined to 
grey, light blue eyes, broad across the 

shoulders, and rather stout, has been 
working at Barking in Essex; 
deserted his wife Martha and 6 
children at Broom, in February last, 
leaving them chargeable to the parish 
of Southill. 
Solomon HUCKLE, agricultural 
labourer, aged 40, about 5 feet 9 
inches high, dark complexion; 
deserted his 2 children, Charlotte 
aged 13 and William aged 9. 
Timothy ENDERSBY, aged 40, 
agricultural labourer, of the parish of 
Wrestlingworth, about 5 feet 8 inches 
high, long black hair, dark 
complexion, walks rather lame; 
deserted his wife Sarah and 7 
children. 
Sophia BALL, aged 37, widow, 
about 5 feet 3 inches high, full habit, 
round features; deserted her 3 
children, Sarah, Betsy and Matilda.  
One Pound reward will be paid for 
such information as will lead to the 
apprehension and conviction of either 
of the above. 
4 April 1857 – Luton Union 
Joseph MARGRAVE, shoemaker, 
fiddler and singer, aged 32, about 5 
feet 4 inches high, dark brown hair, 
full face, no whiskers, fair 
complexion, bow-legged, left Luton 
on 17 August last with a tall stout 
lady, aged about 24, who carries a 
tambourine. He then wore a dark 
alpaca coat, dark blue shirt with 
white stripes, dark waistcoat and 
trousers, white hat with dark blue 
ribbon on it, sometime wears a dark 
drab great coat. 
John COLE, about 60 years of age, 
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blacksmith, about 5 feet 6 inches 
high, rather stout, grey hair and 
whiskers, dark complexion full face, 
large scar on back of his neck, fond 
of drink, last heard of at 
Biggleswade, but residing at 
Welwyn, about 2 years and a half 
ago; left his 3 children chargeable to 
this parish. 
George CRANFIELD, aged about 
44, a gamekeeper, 6 feet high, light 
eyes, hair and whiskers, stout made, 
swaggering gait, a scar on his face 
from a cut; absconded 4 years ago, 
leaving wife and 5 children 
chargeable to Luton parish, he is 
supposed to be in Berkshire. 
One Pound reward will be paid for 
apprehension of either of the above. 
4 April 1857 – Leighton Buzzard 
Union 
George PAYNE, about 36 years of 
age, a farmers labourer, about 5 feet 
10 inches high,  brown hair, dark 
complexion, and brown eyes, had on 
when he left home, a dark round 
frock and black bill-cork; he has left 
a wife and 6 children chargeable to 
the parish of Billington, in this 
Union, he was last seen at the 
London terminus of the Great 
Western Railway. A reward of One 
Pound will be paid for his 
apprehension. 
23 May 1857 – Bedford Union 
Samuel GARNER, aged 35, 
agricultural labourer, and lately an 
attendant at a lunatic asylum, 5 feet 6 
inches high, rather stout, fresh 
looking complexion, hair and 
whiskers rather sandy, has lost his 

upper front teeth, the lower ones are 
bad, had on when he absconded, a 
velveteen jacket or coat, blue cloth 
vest, blue cloth trousers, and cloth 
cap; left his wife and 4 children on 
the 12 of September 1856. Two 
pounds will be paid for his 
apprehension. 
1 August 1857 – Biggleswade 
Union 
Charles STONEBRIDGE, aged 33, 5 
feet 8 inches high, dark complexion, 
dark hair and eyes, small whiskers, 
visits 28 Store Street, Tottenham 
Court Road; deserted his wife and 2 
children in London, they are now 
chargeable to the parish of Shefford, 
Beds.  
John GAYLOR, labourer, aged 56; 
deserted his wife who is now 
chargeable to parish of Sandy, Beds.  
7 November 1857 – Biggleswade 
Union 
John RICHARDSON, labourer, aged 
35: deserted his 3 children, leaving 
them chargeable to the parish of 
Northill, Beds. 
William KNOTT, a labourer, aged 
about 35, formerly in the foot guards; 
lived at no.1 York Place, Barnsbury 
Park, Islington; supposed to be living 
at No.16 Frederick Place, St. Johns 
Wood; deserted his wife and child, 
who are now chargeable to the parish 
of Dunton, Beds. 
26 December 1857 – Luton Union 
James ROLFE, straw-drawer, aged 
28, about 5 feet 6 inches high, light 
complexion, brown hair, sandy 
whiskers, brown eyes, has a double 
nail on the little finger of left hand, 
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walks quick and lightly; left his wife 
and 3 children chargeable to 
Totternhoe last June, supposed to be 
at or near Abingdon, Berks : wore, 
when he left, cord trousers, light cap, 
smock frock, with frustian jacket 
beneath. 
John SAPWELL, greengrocer, aged 
48. 5 feet 6 inches high, light 
complexion, light grey eyes, which 
he habitually winks; was seen in 
Cricketers public house, St. Alban’s 
about the last week of September 
last, with a grey pony and cart; left 
his wife and five children chargeable 

to Dunstable parish. 
Seems the same names get repeated 
from week to week until resolved I 
assume, and new names get added. 
Not every Union is featured, perhaps 
they had to pay for a listing entry, 
however Unions in Bedfordshire 
appear often. That was the first lot 
from 1857. I will be doing extracts 
from following years in future 
journals. Perhaps some may be your 
ancestors.         � 

John Partridge 
John.partridge@ntlworld.com 

BEDFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNALS ON CD 
Back copies of Journal Volumes 1 – 19 including indexes, 

in .pdf format. 
The cd contains Volumes 1 – 19 of the journal and a link to the online 

Surname Index available on our website. Each journal volume covers a 
period of two years and contains an individual index to surnames and 

subjects. 
Only £10 including postage and is available from: 

Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 
or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  HERITAGE  TEA  TOWELS 

The Society has had a 
supply of Bedfordshire 
Heritage tea towels 
printed and these are now 
being sold to raise funds. 
 
These tea towels are 
really too nice to use for 
drying up; they are 
beautifully colour printed 
with some famous 
Bedfordshire landmarks 
forming a border for the 
County map. Even if you 
don’t have any 
Bedfordshire ancestors 
they make ideal gifts.  
They are 100% cotton 
and at £4.50 each can be 
obtained from the 
bookstall at Members’ 
meetings by email to 
Lynn at 
secretary@bfhs.org.uk or 
by post (please add £1 
for UK postage and 
packing—for outside the 
UK please enquire before 
ordering) from: 
 
Lynn Manning 
38 Risborough Road 
Bedford MK41 9QW 
Tel. 01234 306482 

 
Cheques to be made 
payable to Bedfordshire 
Family History Society 
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Ampthill † * £15 2 
Arlesey £20 2 
Aspley Guise † £15 3 
Astwick † £10 2 
Barton £15 3 
Battlesden £10 2 
Bedford St Cuthbert †* £15 2 
Bedford St John * £15 2 
Bedford St Mary † * £15 2 
Bedford St Paul † * £25 2 
Bedford St Peter * £10 2 
Biddenham † £10 2 
Biggleswade † * £15 2 
Billington † £10 2 
Bletsoe £10 2 
Blunham † * £15 1 
Bolnhurst £10 2 
Bromham † £10 1 
Caddington † £15 1 
Campton & Shefford † * £20 2 
Cardington † * £15 2 
Carlton † * £10 2 
Chalgrave £15 1 
Chellington  £15 2 

Clapham † £10 2 
Clifton £20 2 
Clophill † £15 2 
Cockayne Hatley £10 2 
Colmworth † £10 1 
Cople † £10 1 
Cranfield † * £15 2 
Dean † * £15 1 
Dunstable † * £15 2 
Dunton † £15 2 
Eaton Bray £20 2 
Eaton Socon † * £25 2 
Edworth † £10 1 
Elstow † £15 2 
Eversholt † £15 1 
Everton £10 2 
Eyeworth £10 2 
Farndish † £10 1 
Felmersham † * £10 2 
Flitton * £15 2 
Flitwick £10 1 
Goldington £10 2 
Great Barford † £15 1 
Harlington † £10 2 

BEDFORDSHIRE PARISH RECORDS ON CD 
 

See also details of the Surnames Index CD to all parishes 
 

CDs for all 128 ancient Bedfordshire parishes are now available from:  
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk – details of CD contents:  www.bfhs.org.uk 
 

Each CD contains, for one parish: 
All Parish Register transcripts up to 1812 (images) 

Searchable Indexes to the Parish Registers for:  
Baptisms at least 1813-1851 (some parishes all up to 1851);  

all Marriages up to 1837; and all Burials to 1851 
The relevant 1851 Census Index for Bedfordshire (images) 

 

CDs marked † also contain Monumental Inscriptions (MIs)  
from a graveyard in the parish (church, chapel or cemetery). 

Those marked * contain records from the registers or graveyards of 
Non-Conformist chapels in the parish;  

photographs and other records are included as available. 
‡ Holwell: MIs and Burials only, not Registers (now in Herts) 

Parish                         Price  Issue 
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Harrold * £10 2 
Haynes † £20 1 
Henlow † £10 1 
Higham Gobion £10 2 
Hockliffe † * £10 2 
Holwell † ‡   £5 1 
Houghton Conquest † * £15 1 
Houghton Regis * £15 2 
Hulcote † £10 1 
Husborne Crawley † £20 2 
Kempston £15 3 
Kensworth † £15 1 
Keysoe † * £15 2 
Knotting £10 1 
Langford £15 1 
Leighton Buzzard † * £20 2 
Lidlington † £10 1 
Little Barford † £10 1 
Little Staughton † * £10 2 
Lower Gravenhurst £10 1 
Luton † * £30 1 
Marston Moretaine † £15 2 
Maulden † * £15 1 
Melchbourne † £10 1 
Meppershall † £10 1 
Millbrook £15 1 
Milton Bryan † £10 1 
Milton Ernest † £10 2 
Northill † £15 2 
Oakley † £10 1 
Odell † £10 2 
Old Warden † £15 2 
Pavenham £10 1 
Pertenhall £15 1 
Podington £15 1 
Potsgrove † £10 1 
Potton † * £20 1 
Pulloxhill £10 1 
Ravensden † £10 1 
Renhold £10 1 

Ridgmont † * £15 1 
Riseley £10 1 
Roxton † * £10 1 
Salford † £10 1 
Sandy † * £15 1 
Sharnbrook £10 1 
Shelton † £10 1 
Shillington † £15 2 
Souldrop † £10 1 
Southill † * £20 1 
Stagsden † £15 1 
Stanbridge * £10 1 
Steppingley † £10 2 
Stevington † * £10 2 
Stotfold † * £10 1 
Streatley † £10 2 
Studham £15 1 
Sundon † £10 1 
Sutton £15 1 
Swineshead † £10 1 
Tempsford † £10 2 
Thurleigh £10 1 
Tilbrook  £10 1 
Tilsworth † * £10 1 
Tingrith † £10 1 
Toddington † * £15 1 
Totternhoe * £15 1 
Turvey † * £20 1 
Upper Gravenhurst £10 1 
Upper Stondon £10 1 
Westoning † £10 2 
Whipsnade † £10 1 
Wilden † £15 1 
Willington † £10 1 
Wilstead † £20 2 
Woburn † * £20 1 
Wootton £15 2 
Wrestlingworth † £15 2 
Wymington £10 1 
Yelden † £10 1 

Prices include UK or overseas post and packing.  The cost of a full set of Parish 
CDs is £1,250. 
 

Some baptism indexes only cover the period 1813-1851, but as more stocks are 
needed, they will be updated to include the full period from the start of 
registers.  This also applies to the issue of new MI listings.  Any revised CDs 
will be indicated by the issue number.  Complete details of the content of each 
CD may be found on the Society website:  www.bfhs.org.uk  � 
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A  SEARCH  FOR  THE  ELUSIVE  THOMAS  CARTER OF 
LANCASTER  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA 

Several members of The Carter 
Society of Colonial Virginia Carters 
made a trip to Bedfordshire because 
it has long been thought that their 
17th Century ancestor, THOMAS 
CARTER of Lancaster County, 
Virginia, might have originated from 
Great Barford near Kempston. The 
main reason for this is that Thomas 
Carter in his 1662 Book of Common 
Prayer noted his marriage as follows: 
“With this Book pr Rv Mr Jno: 
Shepperd on Wednesday ye 4th Day 
of May 1670 – was Mard Mr. 
Thomas Carter of Barford in ye 
County of Lancaster in Virga. & 
Katharine Dale ye eldest Daughter of 
Mr Edw: Dale of ye same County” 
Exactly what “of Barford” referred to 
is not known, and it was not referred 
to again until modern times when it 
was claimed without proof as his 
origins in Bedfordshire. There is a 
great deal of recorded information 
about the Carter’s of Kempston in the 
Bedfordshire Record Office and we 
were hoping to fit some of the 
missing pieces into this ancestry 
jigsaw puzzle. 
Before the trip we collaborated with 
each other exchanging information 
from colonial Virginia records and 

information available through the 
Bedfordshire Family History Society.  
Our immediate goal was to find the 
father of Thomas Carter of Lancaster.  
Although not totally successful we 
were able to prove with 
documentation who was not his 
father through wills located in 
Bedford and London. The Internet 
and especially Ancestry.com is 
cluttered with claims for his birth 
date and who his father might have 
been, but this totally confuses the 
whole issue of his English roots. So 
far, this information proves that at 
least two possible candidates for the 
fathers of Thomas Carter, who was 
born approximately 1630–1634, can 
be discounted. The range in birth 
year of Thomas Carter is based on 
his prayer book entry that stated that 
he was about 70 years old when he 
died in Lancaster County Virginia in 
1700. 
One of the fathers that has been 
claimed was ANSCELL [ANSELL, 
ANCELL] CARTER the son of 
William and Mary nee Anscell Carter 
which was based on an assumption 
by DR JOSEPH LYON MILLER in 
his 1914 book “Capt. Thomas Carter 
of Lancaster County, Virginia” that 
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Anscell [though spelled several ways 
this seems most accurate] had a son 
named Thomas. We now know that 
Anscell Carter had four sons, 
George, John, Anscell and William 
and there was no son named Thomas.  
This is based on Anscell’s 1658 will 
and his entry in the 1634 Visitation 
of London pedigree [Public Records 
Office, London, Probate 305]. 
The will of Thomas Carter the elder 
[b.1575] dated 1647, is too long to be 
reproduced here but is a goldmine of 
names of family members including 
Thomas the elder’s first son William, 
his younger son also named Thomas, 
and his younger brother Anscell.  
This will named Thomas’s grandson 
Thomas, son of William (deceased) 
who was born in 1632, as executor of 
his estate. We found that this cannot 
possibly be “our Thomas” because of 
documents found in Bedfordshire 
that prove he died in Kempston in 
1682 [Reference: ST526 Title: 
Probate of the will of Thomas Carter 
of Kempston, gentleman; Date free 
text: Made 26 June 1682; proved 
Archdeaconry of Bedford 15 August 
1682] – Scope and Content – to 
William Carter, eldest son, messuage 
in which testator lives and close of 
pasture adjoining now in occupation 
RICHARD COOPER, labourer; also 
cottage and close of pasture 
adjoining now in occupation John 
Jackson, labourer – to daughter Anne 
Carter and son Thomas Carter and 
son John Carter now born and to son 
or daughter with which wife 
pregnant, pasture called Great Illens, 
Little Illens, cottage late in 

possession Edward Faux and close 
adjoining – to sister Anne Carter 
annuity £5 – to niece Mary Rowley 
40/– remainder to wife Mary Carter -
Witnesses: Joseph Margetts, Thomas 
Hubbins, George Spencer]. 
Because the grandson Thomas was 
underage, Thomas [of the 1647 will] 
named his younger son Thomas 
Carter administrator of the will, 
“Uncle Thomas” as we will call him 
was identified as an apprentice in 
London in the 1634 visitations of the 
Carters of Kempston. He was willed 
“a tenement in Barford” in his 
father’s 1647 will that had to be sold 
to pay debts. He is a possibility to be 
the father of Thomas of Lancaster 
County but so far it is unproven and 
it is very hard to learn much about 
his life before and during his time in 
London. It would be a great help if 
we could find some records of 
“Uncle Thomas” in London but it is 
so easy to be lost in London with a 
name like Carter. We are pursuing 
this Thomas Carter as a possible 
father of Thomas Carter of Lancaster 
Virginia. 
We think that Thomas may have had 
children in London and then came 
back to Kempston, whether at this 
time to live or not has not been 
established. The reason we know he 
returned home at some time is that 
we have documents from the 
Bedfordshire Archives and Record 
Service online catalogue [BLARS] to 
prove this. There is a chance that he 
went to fight in the Civil war. 
Reference: L29/106: Title: Petition of 
Thos. Carter for Abergelley. Date 
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free text 1648. 
The following also shows his 
presence after his father’s death – 
Reference:ST517: – Title: ) Thomas 
Carter, Kempston, gentleman – ii) 
HENRY UPWOOD, Southill, 
yeoman counterpart CONVEYANCE 
(Bargain and Sale) by i) to ii) – Date 
free text:1 Mar. 23 Charles I 1648 –
Scope and Content – reciting that 
Thomas Carter senior, deceased, 

father of i), in his lifetime stood 
bound to ii) for payment of £31.4s, 
by bond dated 10 October 20 Charles 
I 1644, and by his will dated 11 
August 23 Charles I 1647 he left to 
ii) in satisfaction a piece of leasehold 
arable land in common fields of 
Kempston “three acres by estimation 
of errable lande in Kempston 
aforesaid consisting of nine sellions 
lyeinge together in one peece 

Harleian Society Visitation of Bedfordshire Returns (published 1880) 
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conteyneing neere fower acres by 
meete” and in his will he made his 
grandchild Thomas Carter, then aged 
under 17 years, executor, and asked 
his son Thomas to be administrator -
Signed: Henry Upwood – Witnesses: 
JOHN BROWN, RICHARD HALE, 
THOMAS BARBER. 
We know that at some time Thomas 
did return home to Bedfordshire and 
married a distant relation MARY 
ANSCELL on the 4 November 1652 
at Great Barford. There is a 
document in BLARS that gives more 
information about the lease of a 
property connected to this union. – 
Reference: FN268 – Dated 1st 
October 1656 – Title: Mortgage, 
£300: Thomas Carter of Barford, 
gentleman, and wife Mary (late Mary 
Anscell, spinster, to whom lease was 
originally made) to Thomas Anscell 
of Cambridge, esquire. Lease of 
Barford parsonage. – Witnesses: 
THOMSAS MAYHEW, THOMAS 
FOWLER, Mary Anscell). 
The marriage was not long lasting. 
Thomas Carter [gentleman] was 
buried at Great Barford on the 26 
September 1659. We have looked 
everywhere for the will of Thomas in 
the hope that we could find out if he 
mentions any heirs either in England 
or Virginia. As yet this has not been 
found. It would also be useful to find 
out what happened to his widow 
Thomas Carter probably first arrived 
in Virginia in the winter of 1669 or 
spring of 1670 and was named as a 
servant of MR ROBERT GRIGGS 
[Recorded in the Lancaster County 
Order Book in December and 

January 1670]. He married 
KATHARINE DALE 4 May 1670, 
and his father– in– law gave the 
couple the complete 500– acre 
plantation in Lancaster County, 
Virginia in 1674, “he now lives on.” 
He likely came with very little other 
than a well established reputation as 
a merchant with likely strong 
connections in London. He was 
probably not actually a servant, but 
this court record may have been a 
way for his father in law, Edward 
Dale to legalize his arrival in 
Virginia, “according to Acte” [or 
Virginia law]. His arrival “without an 
indenture” was likely arranged 
through Edward Dale in agreement 
with Mr. Robert Griggs, also a 
member of the county court. Since 
Griggs did not show up in court, 
Thomas Carter was not bound to him 
as a servant, so he was free to live his 
life as a merchant, tobacco planter 
and assistant to Edward Dale as 
Lancaster County Clerk of Court. He 
was always referred to as Mr. 
Thomas Carter, not Captain as some 
claim; and his reputation as a 
merchant, planter and gentleman in 
Virginia is very well documented in 
Christine Adams Jones’ book “The 
Early Thomas Carters of Lancaster 
County, Virginia” published by Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library, Lancaster, Virginia, 1982. 
Some of his personal life is contained 
in Thomas Carter’s 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer, now owned by the 
Virginia Historical Society in 
Richmond, that lists his marriage and 
death dates, all his children including 
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infants who died young, and the very 
notable god parents among the early 
Virginia gentry with whom he 
associated [including ROBERT 
“KING” CARTER, of renowned 
Virginia wealth and fame, and 
JOSEPH BALL, the grandfather of 
GEORGE WASHINGTON]. Parts of 
the contents of the prayer book are in 
“Known by the Company They 
Keep, An Analysis of the Thomas 
Carter Prayer Book Entries” 
published by the Foundation for 
Historic Christ Church, Irvington, 
Virginia. 2012. 
Thomas Carter’s in– laws were early 
colonisers of Lancaster County and 
Edward Dale was a staunch royalist.  
HENRY SKIPWITH, father of 
DIANA SKIPWITH DALE, was 
notoriously fined in England and his 
property seized, because he gave 
harbour to King Charles I, just before 
his capture by the Parliamentarians in 
1645. His son SIR GREY 
SKIPWITH and daughter, DIANA 
SKIPWITH DALE as well as 
EDWARD DALE likely came to 
Virginia about the time of King 
Charles' public execution by 
Cromwell in London in 1649.  
Thomas Carter himself was likely a 
strong royalist supporter. In his 
obituary written at the time of his 
death in 1695, Edward Dale is noted 
as having come to Virginia after the 
death of his unhappy master Charles 
First. 
“Aunt Frances Carter,” Thomas 
Carter’s great great granddaughter 
referred to him as the “son of a 
London merchant of good family.” 

He is also reputed to have had a 
brother John and a wife and children 
before coming to Virginia according 
to her anecdotes. [See the article 
“Aunt Fannie, John Carter of ‘The 
Nest,’ and the Carter Family 
Pedigree"“ in Vol. 2 of Echoes of 
Yesteryear published by Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library, 
2013]. This reference and other clues 
to London now leave us with a huge 
task of doing research in London.  
We have resources with the National 
Genealogical Society and The 
National Archives. Ancestry.com and 
FamilySearch.com will also be useful 
for us to hopefully find information 
about Thomas Carter in London, as 
well as his proposed father Thomas 
Carter of Great Barford. 
Another resource that we are 
pursuing is through the FamilyTree 
DNA Carter Y– DNA Project with 
administrator Mike Terry. The 
publication “Genealogy and 
Genetics: A Genetic Evaluation of 
Thomas Carter of Lancaster County, 
Virginia; John Carter of Lancaster 
County, Virginia; and Thomas Carter 
of Isle of Wight County, Virginia” by 
Robert Mike Terry and Robert D. 
Lumsden, soon to be published by 
Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library proves that Y– DNA helps us 
separate the three Virginia Carter 
families, who although they likely 
knew each other in colonial Virginia.  
We are actively seeking English men 
with the Carter surname who will 
join the project, at the initial expense 
of The Carter Society of Colonial 
Virginians. Hopefully English 
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Carters, with proven pedigrees back 
to the 16th and 17th Centuries, that 
match the Y– DNA to one of the 
three Carter families, John Carter of 
Lancaster, Thomas Carter of 
Lancaster “of Barford” and Thomas 
Carter of Isle of Wight, Virginia, will 
prove to us where these three Carter 
families originated in England.  We 
now know that the three Carter 
families, including the family of John 
Carter and his son Robert “King” 
Carter, mentioned above, were not 
related to each other in a 
genealogical time frame or since the 
Carter surname has been used.      � 

Mary Wooldridge and 
Robert Lumsden 

Robert is a retired scientist, but 
converted and dedicated Carter 
genealogist and historian, living in 
Annapolis, Maryland, USA.  Fellow 
travellers to Bedfordshire and 
London in May 2016 were Paul 
Carter, St. Augustine, Florida; Doug 
Carter, Dayton, Ohio; Donna 
Andresen, Grand Island, Nebraska; 
Mary McWhorter, Knoxville, 
Tennessee; Tracy Sondeen, Denver, 
Colorado; and sisters Betty Dwiggins 
and Marsha Brower, Macon, 
Missouri. 

The visitation of London, 
anno Domini 1633, 1634, 
and 1635 Author: Sir Henry 
St. George, kt. Publisher: 
The Harleian Society 1880. 
Page: 142. 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS  NEEDED ! 

Are you a BFHS member with a digital camera or smart-phone?  If so could 
you take some photographs of nearby villages to add to the parish CD? 

Although we have now published a CD with data for all 128 ancient parishes, 
some have no photographs, or very few. 

We need pictures of the parish church, interesting buildings and local sights. 

The following have no photographs at present.  So if you live nearby or are 
visiting, why not take your camera along? 

Battlesden, Clifton, Edworth, Flitton, Higham Gobion, Holwell, 
Husborne Crawley, Kensworth, Leighton Buzzard including Eggington 

and Heath & Reach, Potsgrove, Stanbridge, Streatley, Studham, 
Sundon, Tilsworth, Upper Stondon, Whipsnade 

If you think that you can help, please contact Mark Tresidder by email at: 
parishcd@bfhs.org.uk 

We have come across some family 
papers in a book we purchased from 
a charity shop some time ago, 
including birth, marriage and death 
certificates for a Doreen Margaret 
SHELBOURN who we believe was 
born 21 June 1918 but latterly lived 
at 18 Villa Road, Luton. She became 
a Forster and was living in Bletchley. 
It appears that she may have been 
born in Clontarf, Ireland. 
Other family names are Charmain 
Rosemary Shelbourn, Edward 
Piccaver Shelbourn (who was an 
architect living in Melton Mowbray), 
Enid Mary Forster and Lilian 
Horsley. There is also reference to a 

Herbert Cecil Forster. 
We wondered whether there may be 
other Shelbourn family members still 
living in Bedfordshire – I have found 
a John E Shelbourn who has a 
Doreen M Shelbourn living at the 
same address in 2002–2003 (on the 
192 website). 
We would really like the family to 
have the documents and photographs 
back. 
Can you help please? 
Look forward to hearing from you. � 

Jane Halliday 
janehalliday763@btinternet.com 

SHELBOURN  FAMILY  PAPERS 



 Beds FHS Journal 33 March 2018 

 

 
BEDFORDSHIRE 

 
Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Huntingdonshire 

 
Family and Local History Research (including Probate Transcriptions) 

undertaken by 
 

COLIN DAVISON 
66 Sudeley Walk, BEDFORD 

Bedfordshire MK41 8JH 
England 

Tel:  (01234) 364956 
Email:  colinndavison@gmail.com 

 
Member of the  

Association of Genealogists & Researchers in Archives 
 

Professional Service Offered.  All Enquiries Welcome 
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The above photo is of the Airy 
Pinnacles depicted on our front cover 
as it is today. Its current use is that of 
Woburn Heritage Centre, a museum 
of local life and history which is well 
worth a visit. Currently closed for 
winter but reopens end of March.   � 

AIRY  PINNACLES 

To the right is a picture of the 
BHFS fortieth anniversary cake. It 
is a 14 inch by 14 inch by 1.5 inch 
fruit cake flavoured with a drop or 
two of brandy. 
No nuts in the cake but of course 
the marzipan has nuts in it. 
Ed. Looks lovely, send a slice over ! 

FORTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  CAKE 
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MEMBERS 
DON’T  MISS  OUT! 

The Friday night meetings of the 
BFHS offer members instructive, 
interesting and often amusing talks 
on subjects that fascinate all 
interested in history and genealogy 
in general, and are usually 
particularly relevant to those with a 
Bedfordshire heritage. 
If you aren’t currently attending 
them you are missing out – not just 
on the talks and lectures, but on 
accessing a wide range of resources 
and a pool of knowledge. 

Why not come along? 

LIBRARY  NEWS 

Members Portal 
We have four more PDF journals 
from other societies available on the 
Members’ Portal of the BFHS web-
site. They are from Calderdale FHS 
Yorkshire, Essex FHS, Glasgow and 
West Scotland FHS and the York-
shire Family Historian. 
Beds FHS Facebook page 
In December’s journal I reported that 
we had 577 ‘likes’ as at 23 October. 
We broke through the 600 barrier on 
Christmas Eve and have now reached 
634 ‘likes’ as at 26 January 2018. 
Good going. 

New Acquisitions 
Class 4 
Family History Handbook 2018 
Family History Magazine, 2017 
This must–have genealogy pocket 
book for family historians was a free-
bie with the Christmas edition of 
Family Tree Magazine. It is packed 
with loads of up–to–date information 
on how and where to do your re-
search. 
Thanks         � 

John Partridge, Librarian 
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A CD TO HELP  
YOU FIND YOUR  

ANCESTORS 
BFHS has produced a 

resource to help in finding 
your missing relations.  If they were baptised or buried before 1852 
or married before 1837 (and in some cases later) in Bedfordshire 
and appear in the Parish Registers then they will appear on our 

SURNAMES CD. 
Over one million entries showing: 

surname, forename, year, parish and event. 
Only £10 including P&P. 

available from: 
Noel Evans, 14 Beaulieu Way, BEDFORD, MK41 8NP 

or parishsales@bfhs.org.uk 

Buckinghamshire Family History Society 
Open Day 

Saturday 28th July 2018, 10am to 4pm 
The Grange School, 

Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH 
Research facilities including our names database (over five million entries), 
Parish Register, People, and Places libraries. Parish Register transcripts and 

other research aids will be on sale. Expert advice; guest societies from around 
the country; local history and heritage groups; suppliers of data CDs, maps, 

software, archival materials and much more. 
Admission is free, with free parking at the venue. Refreshments area for teas, 

coffees and snacks, also mobile catering offering burgers hot dogs etc. 
Further information, including a full list of organisations attending, can be 

found at www.bucksfhs.org.uk 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 
(1 January - 31 December) 

Each Individual Membership receives one copy per issue of the Journal 
 

 Joining Fee                                                                                                                £2.00 
    Any UK/Worldwide member taking the Journal by pdf: ........................... £ 8.00  
    UK Individual Membership, with one copy per issue of the printed Journal: .. £10.00  
    Family Membership per each additional member at the same address : ……... £1.00  
    Overseas supplement worldwide printed journal – Surface mail = £6; Total: .. £14.00  
    Overseas supplement USA/Canada printed journal – Airmail = £10; Total: .... £18.00  
    Overseas supplement Australia/New Zealand printed journal Airmail = £12; Total: £20.00  

 

Data Protection Act:  Please note that the Society uses computer and manual systems to record 
membership information.  Under the Data Protection Act it is necessary that you should know this.  
The information you give on your application for membership will only be used for conducting Society 
business and will not be supplied to anyone else in any form.  If you have any questions or concerns over 
the data held, please contact the Secretary. 
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Bedfordshire Family History Society 
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