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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Incorporating HALIFAX and DISTRICT 

 
Calderdale Family History Society was founded on the 7th March 1985. 
We aim  

• To encourage interest in,  and assist with, research relevant to the study of family 
history in Halifax and the Calder valley.  

Our area  

• Covers the modern Calderdale Council established in 1975, which broadly covers the 
same area as the Ancient Parish of Halifax, with the addition to the west of the town-
ship of Todmorden and Walsden. 

We do this by 

• Holding  meetings,  usually on the 4th Thursday of each month  (except December) in 
Halifax. 

• Publishing The Scrivener, a quarterly journal, in paper form for full members and on our 

website for internet members. Contact the Scrivener Editor. 

• Publishing a monthly Newsletter for members who have an email address, and a Fa-
cebook page. Contact the Newsletter Editor.  

• Hosting a website www.cfhsweb.com, and a members’ forum. Contact the Web Ad-
ministrator. 

• Running a Research Room at Brighouse Library two half days a week for personal 
research. Contact the Research Room co-ordinator. 

• Running projects to transcribe records relevant to members’ research. Contact the 
Projects Co-ordinator. 

• Publishing transcribed records. Contact the Publications Officer. 

• Providing an enquiry and search service from our records in the Research Room. 
Contact the Enquiry service Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining a list of members’ interests by surname and dates of interest, which are 
available  to members on the website. Each quarter new additions are published in 

The Scrivener. Contact the Members’ Interests Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining an index of “Strays” (Calderdale people who appear in records else-
where). Contact the Strays Co-ordinator. 

Membership 

• Is open to all family historians who have an interest in the area. Contact the Member-
ship Secretary. 

• Annual subscriptions are £12.00 for UK individuals (£14.00 for family membership), 
£17/ £19 for Overseas 

• Internet membership is £6.00/ £8.00  which only provides information such as the 
journal on the Internet, but not on paper. 

• Subscriptions are due on the 1st of the month, on the anniversary of joining the Socie-
ty (cheques made payable to CFHS.) and should be sent to the Treasurer. 

• Overseas payments must be made in sterling, drawn on a bank with a branch in the 
UK, by Sterling Money Order. 

• Membership subscriptions may be paid annually by Standing Order: 
                Account Name : Calderdale FHS   Bank Sort Code : 30-93-76    Acc. No. 01670491 
                Reference to use : Memb. No. & Surname. (eg 1234Smith) 

• Credit Card payments for subscriptions and purchases of our publications may be 
made over the Internet via Genfair (www.genfair.co.uk). 

Contacting the Society 

• All correspondence requiring a reply must be accompanied by a S.A.E. Contact the 
Secretary or appropriate officer. 

• The names, addresses and email contacts of the Society’s officers and co-ordinators 

appear inside the back cover of The Scrivener and on the Society’s website. 

©  Copyright of Scrivener is held jointly by CFHS and the contributors.  
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THE  SCRIVENER 
 Publication Dates                             Deadline Dates for Copy  
 

 AUTUMN 2020 (September)  AUGUST 17th 
 WINTER 2020 (December)   NOVEMBER 9th 
 SPRING  2021 (March)   FEBRUARY 15th 
 SUMMER 2021 (June)   MAY 1st 
 

Please note that, due my other commitments, the copy date for the 
Summer issue is MAY 1st. Editor. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
 
Under the terms and conditions of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(2018) when you join Calderdale Family History Society (CFHS) as a 
member, or renew your membership, you agree that your personal infor-
mation will be stored in a retrieval system and saved as a hard copy.  A 
subset of this information is also held, securely, on the CFHS website for 
the purposes of allowing member access to the Members Only section of 
the website.    
 
If you decide not to renew your membership, or your membership of 
CFHS lapses, all your personal information will be deleted from all retriev-
al systems (electronic or paper hard copy) after up to 24 months of your 
membership expiring. 
 
You may, at any time, withdraw your consent by contacting CFHS GDPR 
Controller by E-mailing systems@cfhsweb.com or in writing to the Society 
Secretary.   This may exclude you from the ability to use some of the So-
ciety's facilities. 
 
You may view the information that we hold by applying to the Membership 
Secretary - membsec@cfhsweb.com.   You may also view the Society 
Data Protection Policy and the GDPR Compliance Document by applying 
to the Secretary - secretary@cfhsweb.com 

Insurance Exclusions 
The insurance which we hold for certain activities undertaken by mem-
bers is limited to cover for members under 75 years of age.  Consequent-
ly, any member over 75 who is concerned about taking part in specific 
Society activities should contact the Secretary for clarification. 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
mailto:membsec@cfhsweb.com
mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
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Editorial 
Thank you all for your articles; you have been magnificent! There is 
no way I can fit them all in this issue. But don’t worry; I will include 
them all eventually. Meanwhile, I have given priority to articles which 
should help your research during lockdown. 
 
Correction. 
Oral History. Page 26 of the March issue, I’m told that the talk was 
at Barnsley Family History Society, not Bradford.  
 
Font size.  
Some of you have remarked (I don’t think you were complaining!) 
that the text in Scrivener is a bit small for your eyesight which is not 
as good as it used to be. So I have increased the font size from 9 
points to 10. I know this is not much, but it is a bit of an improve-
ment. 
 
If you have strong views one way or the other, please let me know. 
 
 
Coronavirus Update – Thursday 14th April 2020 
Our Chairman has conducted his monthly review of our policy on 
Covid-19, in the light of the most recent Government rulings. 
His update has concluded :- 
 

• The General Meeting scheduled for June 25th has been can-
celled. 

 

• The Research Room will remain closed until at least the end 
of June. 

 

• Any changes to the opening policies for the Maurice Jagger 
Centre, the Calderdale Libraries & the WY Archives will be 
published on the CFHS Home Page, but they are likely to re-
main closed until at least July 4

th
. 

 

• The next review will take place on Monday 15
th
 June. 

COVER PICTURE 
 

Brearley Baptist Chapel, Luddenden Foot 
 

Doesn’t look much like a church; more like a mill? 
 

Do you know anything about it or its history ? 
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CFHS Talk ~ September 2019  
 THE  RAILWAY NAVVIES –THEIR WORKING LIFE 

By Chris & Judy Rouse 
 

Early Railway Construction in Calderdale 
 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway was built through the Calder Valley 
in 1841, running through Todmorden, Hebden Bridge and Sowerby 
Bridge, but it did not extend to Halifax.  
 
For a time Halifax travellers by the new railway system had to make 
their way to Sowerby Bridge to catch the train, and rail freight, similarly, 
had to be conveyed there. It was not until 1844 that a branch line was 
finally constructed  to link up with Halifax at Shaw Syke. This was later 
extended to North Bridge and on towards Ovenden, continuing from 
there to Queensbury. This was the Halifax North 
 and South Junction Railway. 
 
The railway Navvy 
 
The navvies’ origins as a workforce date back to the 17

th
 Century in the 

Fen Country of East Anglia cutting canals to reclaim land and drain the 
marshes. These men were called bankers and continued on to construct 
canals elsewhere. The 18th Century canals  were called navigations and 
the class of men who built them were called navigators. The terms nav-
vy or navvies are abridgements of that name. 
 
The name navvy transferred to the men doing the manual labour of 
building the railways, although a word of warning here - if checking a 
census, or searching a newspaper it’s more usual  for their occupation 
to be recorded as railway labourer or occasionally excavator. 
 
It is also a common misconception that the majority of railway navvies 
were Irishmen. The vast majority of navvies were in fact English. Fig-
ures from the North Midlands censuses for 1851,1861, and 1871 gave 
figures of 92% English, 5% Irish, 3% Scottish and 1% Welsh who were 
valued for their mining skills 
 
The mania for railway building on a national scale starts in the ear-
ly1830s. A group of interested men in a locality would decide that their 
area would benefit from a railway and form a company to promote a 
scheme. 
 
Construction of a line whether small or large cost a lot of money and the 
new Board of Directors would issue a prospectus inviting the public to 
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purchase shares.  
 
When sufficient funds and interest had been mobilised to make the ven-
ture viable the Company had to introduce a Bill. After passing the Com-
mittee stages an Act of Parliament, was obtained and steps were then 
taken to survey and purchase the necessary land which involved com-
plex and often acrimonious negotiations with local landowners. 
 
The task of the surveyor was an onerous one as he would need to be 
out in all weathers to map out the direction of the line to be built and the 
land to be purchased by the Company as speedily as possible . 
 
Charles Stanley Sharland was a young surveyor whose career exempli-
fied  both the youth and the hardships endured by many of the survey-
ors. In the late 1860sThe Midland Railway employed him to survey the 
route for the Settle and Carlisle line which ran over bleak and inaccessi-
ble moorland in appalling weather conditions. On one occasion he was 
snowed in for 6 weeks, and he eventually succumbed to TB and died at 
the tragically early age of 25. 
 
The Company then  appointed an engineer to oversee the building of 
the line, and there are many examples of outstanding engineers such as 
Brunel, Stephenson and Locke. For most of the 19

th
 century the dis-

tinction between surveyors and engineers was blurred, for example 
George Stephenson was on many occasions surveyor and engineer. 
 
The Engineer would split the works into sections of line, and cost each 
stretch of the line to be built so that the Railway Company could com-
pare the various tenders that were submitted. Once all the tenders had 
been submitted the Railway Company would appoint a principal con-
tractor or a number of contractors to build the line. The principal con-
tractor did not normally directly employ the men. However there were 
exceptions such as Samuel Morton Peto and Thomas Brassey who 
employed thousands of men, many of whom would follow them from 
contract to contract, both at home and overseas. 
 
A wonderful source for finding contractors who bid for a particular line or 
section of a line, is Laurence Popplewell’s Gazetteer of Engineers and 
Contractors, which runs into 10 vols and covers the whole of the United 
Kingdom. For example the entry for the Manchester to Leeds line in 
1840 gives details of the Halifax Branch which  opened 1

st
 July 1844. 

The Contractor was George Thomson,  amount of  tender £18,637  and 
the engineer was T L Gooch 
 
On the bigger contracts the main contractor would employ a chief agent 
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who would superintend the work and would pass all orders through him. 
The chief agent would have under him  a number of sub agents and 
timekeepers. Although the principal contractor was directly responsible 
to the Engineer, he was allowed to subcontract parts of his contract to a 
number of subcontractors. 
 
The amount of work let to subcontractors varied according to their capi-
tal and past record. This enabled men with a little capital to start in rail-
way construction, and with a little luck and diligence a subcontractor 
could go on to become a wealthy man. Subcontractors would in their 
turn recruit the necessary work force of navvies, skilled tradesmen and 
labourers to undertake the construction of the line, and often would sub- 
let the work to gangers who employed the majority of the men directly  
 
Some skilled navvies preferred to organize themselves into what were 
called Butty Gangs and would negotiate a price to “move the stuff” as 
they called it for a fixed sum which was divided equally between them. A 
Butty Gang only ever did piece work, knowing they could earn more 
money by getting the job done quickly, or by negotiating a good price. 
 
Next in the pecking order came a huge variety of skilled tradesmen. 
 
Vast quantities of bricks were required for the tunnels, embankments 
and bridges on the lines.  In order to keep costs down the bricks were 
often made at temporary brickyards on site. Brick makers, more than 
any other type of tradesmen on railway contracts, appear to have 
moved round in groups whose members shared a common town or dis-
trict, and this might give you a clue as to an ancestor’s movements if he 
fell into this category.  
 
Bricklayers did their work in the tunnels, cuttings, culverts, bridges and 
viaducts but by far their most important work was the lining of tunnels   - 
about 30 million bricks were used in the construction of Box Tunnel on 
the GWR line Bath to Bristol, between1838 and 1841. 
 
Stone masons were employed where bricks were not available or on 
viaducts where the load stresses required stone such as on the Settle 
and Carlisle.  
 
The carpenters, also skilled tradesmen, were in great demand for mak-
ing the props and trestle work in the tunnels when they were lined with 
bricks, and in the supporting trestles for the construction of viaducts and 
bridges. 
 
Other skilled tradesmen included blacksmiths, who were in great de-
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mand for the large amount of iron work needed on the line, and for 
shoeing the innumerable horses. 
 
The lowest group of workers were the general labourers from the local 
towns or villages, especially large numbers of agricultural labourers who 
were attracted by the higher wages. However, railway contractors all 
over the country had one big problem with the agricultural labourers 
who took on temporary work to boost their wages when work on the 
land was in short supply, because when harvest came round they aban-
doned the works in droves and returned to the farms to gather in the 
crops. 
 
The other problem was that no ordinary labourers were physically capa-
ble of doing the work which the true navvy could do. Barrow work as 
carried out by the navvy was beyond them. It was reckoned that it took 
at least a year for a general labourer to reach the standard of a sea-
soned navvy. 
 
The Navvy 
 
They were the labourers and excavators who shifted vast quantities of 
soil, rock and clay, known universally to the navvy as “MUCK” to create 
embankments, make cuttings and tunnels and establish the levels and 
foundations for the permanent way. The navvy proper dealt only with 
the shovel, pick, crowbar and the wheelbarrow. A navvy could terrace 
cuttings, operate a barrow run in all weathers and was a trusted mem-
ber of a rock chiselling and blasting team. Navvies had their own code 
of conduct, were free agents paid usually by the day and came and 
went as they liked from railway to railway. 
 
Navvies were instantly recognisable from their dress. A typical navvy 
would wear breeches often of corduroy, tied below the knee with a 
string known as a York to prevent dirt and mud from penetrating up-
wards. On his feet was a stout pair of high laced boots known as Blu-
chers (Blewkers). He would sport a hat or cap of some description He 
wore a coat, shirt and waistcoat and a kerchief round his neck. and 
some navvies would pay as much as15/- for a seal skin cap. 
 
There was no single established and formal procedure for the recruit-
ment of  a largely illiterate force of men, which was largely done by word 
of mouth. Advertising in the press was used by contractors only in mo-
ments of extreme desperation. 
 
The big contractors appreciated how difficult it was to assemble a group 
of competent and experienced men and when one piece of work had 
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been completed they often took steps to keep their work force together 
and then transfer them to the next job 
 
When navvies left a site independently, they would “go on the tramp” to 
another and word of mouth enabled the men to know where work was 
available and its rates of pay .When the Navvy Mission Society was 
formed in 1879 the quarterly journal would inform navvies where new 
contracts and new work was to be found. The editor of the Journal, Mrs 
Garnett from Ripon, put the work information on the covers of the jour-
nal, and the news and scandal at the back, and she always said the 
journal was read backwards. 
 
Numbers working varied but at the height of the Railway Mania of 1846 
there were probably as many as 200,000 working in England, Scotland 
and Wales. If you include the men’s families, the total itinerant popula-
tion moving around the various lines under construction probably ex-
ceeded 300,000. 
 
The Railway Navvy was incredibly strong. Thomas Brassey said a full 
day’s work for a man was to fill 14 setts or group of wagons a day. On a 
fourteen sett day each man would lift nearly twenty tons of earth on a 
shovel over his own head by a process known to them as Brassey’s 
Benching. This involved filling wagons from below the base line of their 
wheels. The navvy was bent double one second, shovelling up earth, 
and the next he shot bolt upright to discharge the earth high above his 
head. When weather permitted, navvies would work12 hours a day, 
sometimes seven days a week if the work required it, although working 
on Sundays was technically illegal. 
 
After the line had been surveyed and pegged out building a line started 
with stripping off the overlying turf, and then digging out the soil to make 
a level well graded track bed.  This was fine on level ground, but to keep 
to a reasonable gradient in undulating terrain other methods had to be 
employed 
 
In order to make a cutting the navvies would open up the hill through 
which it  was to pass often by blasting through hard rock to make what 
was known as a gullet. When there were enough wagons to form a 
train, it was hauled out and the contents moved to where an embank-
ment was being formed 
 
Men building cuttings were often killed by misuse of explosives; for ex-
ample when blasting at the Standedge tunnel in 1848 a navvy named 
John Taylor tried to relight a faulty fuse with disastrous consequences. 
. 
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Another common cause of accidents when the cuttings were being ex-
cavated, was being buried by a fall of earth caused by the navvy under-
mining the overlaying rock, clay or soil. Both John Bray in 1839 at Sow-
erby Bridge near Halifax and George  Bray at Salterhebble were killed 
in this way  
 
The most spectacular method of making deep sided cuttings involved a 
technique called a barrow run . These were made by laying planks up 
the side of a very steep cutting,. The running was performed by men 
with wheelbarrows, each of the men a had  a strong belt round his 
waist, fastened a rope running up the side of the cutting, and attached 
to a horse gin. The men were drawn up the incline, the contents of the 
barrow were emptied, and the man ran down the plank again, drawing 
the empty wheelbarrow behind him, often not secured to the rope. 
 
At other parts of the line embankments were made from the material 
removed from the cuttings. From one end of the new embankment a 
tram road was made to the end of the bank, where a piece of timber 
was secured to prevent the wagons from being precipitated over the 
edge when their contents were being discharged. 
 
One of the full wagons was detached from the train of wagons and with-
in a few hundred yards of the end of the embankment, the horse that 
drew it was made to trot and then to gallop. The driver known as a tip-
per, usually a young lad, ran alongside the wagon and at the crucial 
moment, on a signal from the banks man, the lad unhooked the horse 
from the wagon to let it freewheel towards the head of the embankment, 
until it was stopped by the length of timber and the shock made the 
back of the wagon tip up and discharge its load over the edge. Another 
lad known as a Spragger ran alongside with a piece of wood to push 
between the wagon axles to slow it at the right moment. These were 
dangerous occupations for young boys and young men.  A  wagon driv-
er at Morley named John Taylor was run over by his own wagon and 
horse and in 1843 a Halifax boy named as Wilkinson working at  Shaw 
Hill slipped and fell 14 feet, also killing his horse. 
 
Tunnels were the most time consuming and usually the most arduous 
and dangerous part of railway construction. Notorious Yorkshire tunnels 
included Standedge, Bramhope, Morley and Woodhead, which all suf-
fered terrible working conditions and numerous accidents and fatalities 
during their construction.  
 
Tunnelling’s hazards included rock falls, blasting accidents, not to men-
tion building equipment, materials and men themselves falling down the 
shafts. In building the first tunnel at Woodhead in the Dark Peak be-
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tween 1838 and 1845 no fewer than 34 men were killed, while  Bram-
hope had 24, Standedge 9, and Morley 8 fatalities. 
 
Blasting was a dangerous occupation, not least because to save money 
subcontractors often issued iron rather than copper stemmers for ram-
ming in the charge. These often caused a spark with disastrous conse-
quences for the navvy . The other money saving device was not to use 
safety fuses. William Purdon assistant engineer on the Woodhead Tun-
nel was asked by the 1846 Parliamentary Enquiry if it were not wiser to 
use safety fuses whilst blasting, and his reply was “perhaps, but it is 
attended by such a loss of time, and the difference so very small… I 
would not recommend it for the sake of the extra lives it would save”. 
This speaks volumes for the attitude of some contractors towards their 
workforce.  
 
Short tunnels were excavated from the ends only, but in longer tunnels, 
vertical shafts were made from the hill top down to the required level. At 
Standedge tunnel at its peak, 953 navvies were involved, mining and 
lining the tunnel from 36 working faces at a rate reaching 85 yards per 
week. 
 
Excavated material would be hauled up the shafts or carried in trucks on 
rails from the outer faces. The hauling of material up and down shafts 
led to innumerable deaths and injuries to those working below. Two 
separate deaths were caused near Rochdale by buckets falling down 
the shaft, and a man was killed at Standedge by a stone dropping from 
a bucket. Deaths caused by a man falling down a shaft, including  one  
at Morley where two men were killed in a single day, were very com-
mon. Again at Morley 3 men were killed by the bucket rope breaking. 
 
Rates of pay varied with the supply and demand. If work was scarce 
rates were lower and vice versa. 
 
Originally most navvies were paid once a month on a Saturday by the 
contractor or subcontractor – most often at the nearest public house to 
the line being constructed. They were not subject to the Truck Act and 
one month was a long time to wait for wages. This  meant that they 
were forced to use the Contractor’s Tommy shop for food  to survive in 
the meantime. Food was purchased in exchange for tickets which were 
deducted from his wages at the end of the month. The Tommy shops 
were notorious for their high prices and bad quality of the provisions 
leaving the men with precious little to live on when the tickets were 
cashed in at the end of the month, and so Tommy shop purchasing be-
came a vicious circle of indebtedness. 
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Another problem was that being paid at an inn was a great temptation to 
drink excessively and it was not unusual for the men to literally drink 
what wages they had coming after pay day. 
 
Finally it was a great temptation and opportunity for unscrupulous con-
tractors or subcontractors to run off with the money before pay day.  
 
By the 1890s it was not unusual to find men working in their sixties or 
seventies. The oldest we have found recorded was James (Daddy) 
Hayes, who when he died on the works at Eccup on 23

rd
 Jan 1882 was 

aged 86 and had been a navvy all his life. 
 
There was also a huge toll on men’s health during railway construction 
and many deaths were due to insanitary working and living conditions, 
and inadequate clothing, and the men died from epidemics of dysentery, 
smallpox and cholera, amongst other things.  These epidemics came 
and went but other illnesses were endemic such as consumption, in-
flammation of lungs, pneumonia, scurvy and rheumatics. 
 
The two last British great railway works in the Nineteenth Century, were 
the Settle and Carlisle line, commenced in 1869 and completed seven 
years later in 1876, and the London Extension of the Great Central Rail-
way from Nottingham to Quainton Road, constructed between1896 – 
1899. Although railway construction continued after 1900 and many 
navvies continued to find work both at home and abroad  in other public 
works projects, the great age of railway building in the British Isles was 
largely over. 
 

Lockdown access to Websites with Jackie Depelle  
Chairman, Yorkshire Group of Family History Societies 

 
As I write several organisations have made their normally to pay rec-
ords, free to view.  It could be that by the time you read this the paywalls 
will apply again however there may be some collections that are worth 
you checking out. 
 
1.9 million images from the British Museum’s collection. Try your sur-
name interests or place names. Lovely receipted 1775 trade card 
“might” be mine. 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection 
 
Digital downloads from The National Archives.  Note their search criteria 
if often more detailed even when the records are on a commercial site.  
Worth checking Wills and Military especially. 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/digital-downloads/ 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/digital-downloads/
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Isle of Man Newspapers 
https://www.imuseum.im/newspapers/ 
 

British Association for Local History Journals free access. To search 
hover over the magnifying glass to the right of “Contact”.  I found place 
names worked best for me. 
Local Historian journals free online 
 
Free access to all content – British History online until 31st July 2020 
British History online 
 
Three transcription Projects which are appealing for support 
The National Archives WWI Crew Lists 
 
1851 Ecclesiastical Census Returns (from The National Archives) 
 
Meterological Office Rainfall records 
 

I’m sure there’s much more out there if you investigate. In the meantime 

why not try your hand at three activities put together by the Yorkshire 

Vernacular Buildings Study Group in their latest news http://

www.yvbsg.org.uk/ 

POST BAG  

Dear Mrs. Stubbs, 
 
I read about your interest in churches in Calderdale. 
 
The one that I am most interested in is Rhodes Street Methodist 
Church. 
 
I have searched to find a picture of it, or any information about it. I 
know when it was built, closed and demolished, but little else. If you 
have anything more than that, I would love to know more. 
 
My parents were married there in 1942, and I have a picture of them 
at the main doorway, but no image of the whole church. 
 
I do however, have a picture of the magnificent organ pipes which 
filled the front of the church. 
 
Would appreciate any help you can give me on this. 
 
Kind regards 
Phil Clegg.  <phil.clegglrps@googlemail.com> 

https://www.imuseum.im/newspapers/
https://www.balh.org.uk/news-all-local-historian-past-issues-are-currently-available-free-to-access-2020-04-09
https://blog.history.ac.uk/2020/03/british-history-online-makes-all-research-content-free-to-individual-users/
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/blog/2020/04/06/help-the-national-archives-uncover-ww1-ships-crew-logs/
https://fromthepage.com/nationalarchives/ecclesiastical-census-returns
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/edh/rainfall-rescue/about/research
http://www.yvbsg.org.uk/
http://www.yvbsg.org.uk/
mailto:phil.clegglrps@googlemail.com
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Hi Frances 
 
The latest novel from Sellindge-based author, Nathan Dylan Goodwin, has 
just been released. The book, entitled The Sterling Affair, has received 
glowing reviews and featured at the top of Amazon's Historical Mystery 
charts around the world. The story opens when an unannounced stranger 
turns up on main character, forensic genealogist Morton Farrier's doorstep, 
asking him to identify a man who had been secretly living under the name 
of her long-deceased brother. Morton uses his range of resources and re-
search skills to help him deconstruct this mysterious man's life, ultimate-
ly leading him into the murky world of 1950s international affairs of state. 
Meanwhile, Morton is faced with his own alarmingly close DNA match which 
itself comes with far-reaching implications for the Farrier family. 
 
This story is the eighth book in the genealogical crime mystery series, and 
is available in paperback and Kindle editions. 
 
Contact: Nathan Dylan Goodwin <mail@nathandylangoodwin.com> 

Getting started with Irish and Scots-Irish family history research 
 

I have an email from <noreply@ancestryireland.com , but no 
room in this issue of Scrivener. If you are interested in tracing 
Irish or Scots-Irish ancestors I can let you have a copy of the 

email, which gives useful internet addresses, etc. 
 

More information is available here: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/digital-downloads/  

 
Editor 

From: Pauline Lancaster <Pauline.Lancaster@calderdale.gov.uk>  
Sent: 14 May 2020 11:51 
Subject: The Corpse Road - short film 
 
Hi everyone 
 
Please forgive the second email in one morning but I’m excited to share a new 
short film from a member of The Information Services/Local Studies team, about 
the Corpse Road between Hebden Bridge and Heptonstall. 
 
I hope you enjoy it. 
 
https://youtu.be/HsDiupDVluE 
 

mailto:noreply@ancestryireland.com
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/digital-downloads/?utm_source=phplist678&utm_medium=email&utm_content=HTML&utm_campaign=Getting+started+with+Irish+and+Scots-Irish+family+history+research
mailto:Pauline.Lancaster@calderdale.gov.uk
https://youtu.be/HsDiupDVluE
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AGM 23
rd

 April 2020 (Held remotely) 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 
 

As many of you already know I have been suffering from ill health, re-
sulting in me being an absentee Chairman for most of the last 12 
months. 
 
I am now hopefully getting back to full health and feeling much better. 
 
This gives me the opportunity to thank our Officers, Committee and lo-
cal members for their support which was most appreciated. 
 
The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports that follow will cover all aspects 
regarding the last year. 
 
Finally I would like to thank you the members for your continued sup-
port, and I hope you will all stay safe during the Coronavirus outbreak. 
 
Now is the time to stay indoors and catch up on your family research. 
 
Clifford Drake. Chairman. 
 

CFHS Secretary’s Report.  April 2020 
 

I would like to present my report for the past year.  
 
The last few weeks of the year are/have been very challenging for us all 
due to the Coronavirus outbreak, but I hope you are keeping well and 
some of you may be making use of your ‘extra’ free time to further your 
Family History activities.  
 
The Federation is working to increase public awareness of Family Histo-
ry and we in our town have been working to promote awareness of 
CFHS.   This is happening through different fields which includes work-
ing with Calderdale Libraries and the Archives.  We have loaned a lap-
top to the local Archive Dept and using this, members of the public can 
access the same records as we hold on our Research Room computer.  
We have also been represented at the York and Huddersfield FH Fairs. 
 
Two of our committee, John Barraclough and Peter Lord, are also con-
tributing to FH courses run by Calderdale.  They have addressed 
groups about FH and are willing to address any local group you may 
know about. Just let them know contact details. 
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On a global scale we have our web-site, Scrivener and monthly News 
letter, which offer ways of increasing knowledge and publicity. 
 
Work on the web-site has continued with our commercial partner and 
now most of the improvements and developments wanted are in place 
and selected officers are now able to make amendments.  This has in-
volved costs but the committee has felt them to be justified and feel the 
membership will benefit. More of this in the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
The Newsletter has proved to be a popular development (just under 
400 per month circulated), with an average of 79.8% of those sent being 
opened over the past 10 months.  We feel this is an encouraging result 
and are happy to continue with them.  Remember, any one can contrib-
ute – a query, information re an event, comment etc as well as it being a 
tool for the committee to keep you informed. 
 
The Scrivener is much appreciated and your Editor Frances is always 
happy to receive longer articles re your research, whether it be your 
family, local area, or whatever. It is also a good way to ask for help from 
other members. 
 
The Members’ web-site Forum is a good medium too. Please use both it 
and the Transcription Index, something which is unique to our society. 
 
Our membership this year is up from 367 to 387.Currently it is made up 
of 62% away members (same as last year), 12% overseas (11% last 
year) and 27% local (26% last year).  42% of our members are Internet 
members and 97% have emails.  
 
Incidentally, although Internet membership is cheaper for you, it is better 
for the society as our costs are reduced by not sending paper copies of 
the Scrivener, so please consider changing to this when you renew your 
membership. 
 
The Project work has gone well this year, with the Transcription Team 
beavering away.   
 
The following projects have been completed and material published 
through Find My Past, CD, downloads and our data-base:    

School Logs 
King Cross MI’s 
Stoney Royd Burial Index. 

 
A transcription of the Duchy of Lancaster Court Rolls for 1600’ as 
applied to Hipperholme is now available on our database and through 
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Genfair as a PDF download. 
 
Indexing for FMP has now to be by surname, forename and age, so a 
mammoth task has begun to change our MI’s into this format.  FMP ac-
cept records in batches of 3000, and currently 17 of our graveyards 
have been re-submitted, a total of 10,600 records. A further 3 grave-
yards will be done by the end of April.   
 
This work means our records will be more easily found by FMP users 
and, as we get royalties from the number of ‘hits’, our income should 
benefit.  Many thanks are due to Peter for masterminding this and to his 
team for all their work. 
 
Wainsgate Chapel MI’s have been transcribed and are available to 
members through our web-site. 
 
Current work is on Schools Admission registers.  WYAS has given us 
permission to work on the records for 58 schools. These have been split 
into 3 areas and Stage 1, covering Calderdale S and E, is now with 
FMP and on CD.  Stage 2 is currently being validated and material will 
be submitted for publication school by school. 
 
Sales this year have been good with CD sales up from 61(last year) to 
107, and downloads are similar, 83 compared with 85.  
 
There is still interest in our earlier publications and we continue to try 
and produce materials which are unavailable elsewhere. 
 
At the  Research Room a new laptop was purchased and there has 
been a slight increase in visitors. Income is down, partly because users 
are no longer able to print out from Ancestry, material having to be 
emailed instead and there have been fewer non-members attending. 
 
The Free searches which we offer members have decreased in number 
from 327 last year to 272 this year. However, this is still many more than 
when we introduced the scheme in 2015-16. 
 
Locally we have enjoyed our new premises for our monthly meetings, 
with a variety of interesting speakers, many whose talks you can enjoy 
later in the Scrivener. Attendance is still not as high as we would like but 
it is building gradually.  In October about 25 members visited Bradford 
Police Museum, a very enjoyable, informative visit, and one to be rec-
ommended if you are ever in the area. 
 
As you are aware arrangements for our AGM and Annual Lunch have 
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had to be amended this year, and various arrangements curtailed.  We 
look forward to ‘normality’ next year. 
 
Finally I would like to thank EVERYONE who contributes to the smooth 
running and future of the society both here in Halifax and throughout the 
world, in ways both small and large.  
 
It is a good, supportive team and always on the look-out for new mem-
bers!  Without your help and contributions the society would not be as 
successful as it is.   
 
Thank you 
Margaret Smith  

 

Treasurer’s Annual Report to AGM – April 2020 
 

As you all know, we have been unable to conduct the business of the 
AGM in the usual manner this year, so, along with the Officers’ reports, 
you will find the Annual Accounts for 2019/20.   These are, at present, 
unaudited, but will be audited as soon as we are able to pass them to 
our Auditor, once restrictions have been relaxed.   We hope to be able 
to publish the Audited accounts in the June Scrivener.   We have no 
reason to believe that they will vary from these unaudited accounts. 
 
Please read these notes in conjunction with the accompanying ac-
counts.   I will detail any aspect that is at variance from what we would 
have expected throughout the year. 
 
Income. 

Memberships    It is pleasing to see that the income from member-
ships has increased by over 8%, although this figure is notori-
ously difficult to compare, year on year, due to the fluctuating 
timings of renewals around the year end.   However, this corre-
lates with the membership numbers reported by the Secretary 
in her report. 

 
Publications.    Publications, too, have seen an increase of 17%, 

which reflects the tremendous work that our Transcription 
Teams do in producing an ever-increasing volume of data for 
members & non-members alike, to use in their research.   The 
projects they work on are not the easiest of tasks to do, quite 
often, which is probably why the Commercials steer clear of 
them.   Consequently, we produce information that is unlikely to 
be available elsewhere. 
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Annual Trip & Annual Dinner.  The differences in these figures 

year on year is because we had a trip to Bradford Police muse-
um this year, but had to cancel the Annual dinner, as it was to 
be part of the AGM for the first time.  

 
PPV Fees.   The increase on this figure from last year again reflects 

the efforts put in by the Transcription Teams.   This income 
comes directly from FindMyPast who pay us a royalty on every 
hit on data associated with our Society.   So the more we put 
on, the more royalties we get.    One of our current projects is 
directly aimed at this source, so we hope to see increasing in-
come from this over the next 12 months. 

 
General Meeting Income.   Both the Raffle & GM Coffee income 

have seen a fall this year.   This is due to the reducing numbers 
attending the Monthly Meeting in Halifax.   This was because of 
the increasing challenges we met during our last few months at 
the North Bridge Leisure Centre.   We have now switched to 
The Maurice Jagger Centre, a much more pleasant venue, but, 
understandably, it takes time for us to be able to build our at-
tendances up again.  

 
Expenditure. 

Scrivener Production & Postage.   The slight reduction in costs 
here are the result of a number of factors.   Firstly, the efficient 
way in which our Editor & our Membership Secretary handle the 
production & distribution, in the face of increasing printing costs 
& that of postage.   We are helped by the number of Internet 
members that we have, which means that they get their Scrive-
ner electronically, thus saving on these particular costs. 

 
General Meeting Expenses.   Room Hire has benefited from the 

fact that the costs at Maurice Jagger Centre are considerably 
cheaper than at North Bridge Leisure Centre.   Additionally, we 
can now make our own tea & coffee rather than have to pay a 
fee per cup, as we had to at North Bridge.   Speaker costs are 
down, due to the generosity of some our speakers, who have 
waived any fee & also due to the cancellation of the March 2020 
meeting. 

 
Website Expenses.   These are significantly lower than for 

2018/19, although they are above what we budgeted for at the 
start of this financial year.   As you know, we had a huge drive 
to bring our website up to first-class standard during the year 
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2018/19, which also involved development which now allows us 
to update just about all of our site without involvement from our 
Commercial Partner.   These tasks are now carried out, most 
efficiently, by our Web Administrator, Ian Knowles, to whom we 
owe great thanks for carrying out site updates. 

 
 

Research Room Capital.   This accounts for the purchase of re-
placement hardware, not only at our Research Room but also 
for a computer that is on permanent loan to West Yorkshire Ar-
chives.   This last allows visitors to the Archives to access di-
rectly our databases as if they were in our Research Room.   
We view this as part of our role as a Society to make infor-
mation available across as wide an area as possible.   This cap-
ital expenditure has allowed us to upgrade our computers to 
replace those that we have used since the opening of the Re-
search Room in 2003. 

 
Cash Summary. 

You will see that our overall cash holdings have reduced further 
over the last 12 months by just over £2,000.   This is almost 
entirely due to the excess website expenses above what was 
budgeted for.   However, your Committee has approved each 
individual piece of work on this throughout the year, and has 
agreed that the work done brings positive benefit to the Society. 

 
We have recently agreed a Service Contract with our Commercial 

Partner, which gives him an agreed fixed monthly payment.   
For this, he maintains the site & pays for provider costs & li-
cences.   Consequently, the only extra payments to him will be 
for any specific pieces of development that your Committee 
thinks will bring further benefit to the Society.   Currently, we do 
not have any work of this nature in the pipeline, although a 
modest amount will be budgeted for in 2020/21 for such contin-
gencies. 

 

As a result of the work that has been done over the last 2 years & 
the work that is continuing on our Transcription Projects, we 
anticipate that we should break even over the 12 months 
2020/21. 

Peter Lord 
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2nd April 2020 
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CFHS – Annual Computer Audit - April 2020 
 

The Calderdale Family History Society is largely dependent on the use 
of computers in nearly all its areas of its operation including the keeping 
of financial accounts; in maintaining and the safekeeping of its member-
ship database; the production of the Scrivener; website maintenance 
and the running of the Research Room database and access systems. 
This audit has been undertaken to assess whether these areas of oper-
ation overseen by Officers of the Society are adequately supported in 
their use of computer hardware and software.  
 
The audit has indicated that Officers are using their own personal com-
puter systems when carrying out work on behalf of the Society. The ma-
jority of Officers have purchased their computer hardware within the last 
seven year and are utilising up to date software or software which is still 
practicable and have anti-virus software protection in place on their 
computers. The procedure established in 2017 to safeguard any per-
sonal and sensitive data held on Society databases is working well and 
relevant databases and documentation held on Officers personal com-
puter systems are regularly backed-up on a monthly basis.  
 

This audit is also pleased to report that the Society has within the past 
year obtained two up to date laptop computers to replace the existing 
Research Room laptops purchased well over ten years ago. A suitable 
replacement has also been sought for software which had been discon-
tinued and was still being used to run Research Room databases.  
 
 
. 

Elected Officers and Committee Members 2020-21 
Chairman   CliffordDrake 
Secretary   -  
Treasurer   Peter Lord 
Membership Secretary  Susan Clarke 
Committee Members  Clifford Drake (who will continue as Chairman ) 
    John Barraclough 
    Eileen Connolly 
    Ian Knowles 
    Margaret Smith 
    Ann Wilkinson 
    Stuart Wilkinson 
(Away Member) – Scrivener Editor – Frances Stubbs 
 
Auditor    Christopher Drake 
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Presentation of Sutcliffe Awards. 
 

The Sutcliffe Away Award has been presented to Joan Coles, who 
lives in Australia. 

 
The citation read: “Joan has been a tireless member of the Transcription 
Team for the last 12 months.   Not only has she probably completed 
more pieces of work than other prolific members, she has also helped 
out with other, more mundane, activities that are needed in the back-
ground of project work’’ 
 
There was no presentation for the Sutcliffe Home award, as this in-
volves a voting procedure at the AGM, which was not practical under 
curret conditions.   However, the Committee have decided that 2 Sut-
cliffe Home Awards will be presented at the AGM for 2021. 
 

Presentation of the Margaret Walker Award. 
 
This is the award for the best article published in the Scrivener during 
the period June 2019 to March 2020. It was awarded to Joan Coles for 
her article in the March Scrivener: "For Sale – Fine Young Widow and 
the Story of Ann Oates" 
 
The citation read: ‘’Joan shows how following interesting information 
encountered by chance can lead to connections with your own family, 
as well as intriguing stories’’. 

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

Surname Location County Known Known Wanted Wanted 

   from to from to 

DOLAN HALIFAX WRY     

HILEY HALIFAX PARISH WRY     

HIGHLEY HALIFAX PARISH WRY     

RUTHERFORD HALIFAX WRY     

HOLROYD SOWERBY BRIDGE WRY 1880 1924 1880 1924 

BOOTH WEST RIDING YOR Start Now Start Now 

GARNET WEST RIDING YOR Start Now Start Now 

CRAVEN WEST RIDING YOR Start Now Start Now 

ARCHER WEST RIDING YOR Start Now Start Now 

FAWTHROP WEST RIDING YOR 1793 Now Start Now 

You can find out  which member  is interested  in these names, and how to 
contact them, by going to the Members’ Area on the CFHS web site.   
http://www.cfhsweb.com 
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Projects Update – more detail. 
 

As you know, we try to give members the latest update on project pro-
gress every month, through the monthly newsletter.   Because of pro-
duction lead times, therefore, what we tell you about on these in the 
quarterly Scrivener can tend to be a bit out of date. 
 
However, the Scrivener does give us a bit more of an opportunity to pro-
vide a little more detail which we are not able to do in the space allowed 
in the Newsletter. 
 
School Admissions. 
This project is progressing steadily.   As you may remember, we are 
now on the 2

nd
 of 3 stages, each stage covering schools in a specific 

area of Calderdale.   The South & East areas have already been pub-
lished earlier this year & we are now on those schools in the Central & 
North, which cover the most schools in the area. 
 
We have been hampered recently because the 1

st
 school, Akroyd Place, 

as well as being a particularly large school, also had admission books 
that were very difficult to read.   This caused our transcription team no 
end of difficulties, but, happily, all the books for this school have now 
been completed. 
 
Due to the size of the project, which is likely to spread into 2021, we 
have decided to release each school in turn, leaving the issuing of the 
whole on CD until the end of the stage.   As each school is released, it 
will go on to FindMyPast (FMP) to make it available to their subscribers 
(& earn our Society some royalties) & also be available to our members 
through the Free Search facility. 
 
However, there will be a delay in releasing Akroyd Place, because we 
need to validate all the illegible entries against the original documents 
which are held in WY Archives in Halifax.   Consequently, we are held 
up until the Archives reopen from lockdown, which is unlikely to be be-
fore the 4

th
 July.   We will announce the Akroyd Place release in the 

Newsletter following completion. 
 
The team are now working on the only Catholic school whose records 
are available, St Mary, which also has extensive records.   Happily, their 
admission books are much more legible. 
 
Monumental Inscription Indexing. 
The team working on this project are making good inroads into the 85 
graveyards whose records we hold.   At the time of writing, they are 
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around 42% of the way through the project.  At present, 30 graveyards 
have been completed & are all available to members through our Free 
Search facility.   Of these, 19 have been published on FMP with 11 due 
to go on in the next week or so. 
 
To remind you, this project is processing all the inscriptions that we 
have done in the past which, up to now, have only been indexed by sur-
name.   Every inscription is now being indexed by surname/forename/
death date/age so that it is much easier to home in on any person that 
you are looking for. 
 
We are working through the graveyards in alphabetical sequence and 
have completed up to H plus King Cross Cemetery, Rastrick Cemetery 
& Southowram St Anne.   For these last 3, photographs of the graves 
are also available. 
 
Free Search Facility. 
For those of you not familiar with the Free Search facility which we offer 
our members, here is how it works :- 

Log on, as a member, to our Members’ Area on the Society website 
www.cfhsweb.com 

Go to the menu item “Research” & click on the submenu item 
“Transcription Index”. 

Search for the person you are interested in & you will be shown a 
list of all entries for that name. 

Find the entry that you want & click on the blue text in the RH col-
umn “Record Details”. 

A small window will be displayed.   Click on the button “Send Mail” 
near the bottom of the window. 

A confirmation E-mail will be sent to you &, within a day or so, our 
Search Coordinator will E-mail you the full transcription details 
for the person of interest. 

I hope that you will make good use of these facilities & that they will add 
to your enjoyment of Society membership. 
 

Peter Lord – Project Coordinator. 

Genfair’s website has been updated ! 
 

As a Society, we use www.genfair.co.uk to market our publications and 
membership applications & renewals.   We have always found that it 
was relatively easy to use the site and, despite having to pay a fairly 
hefty commission to them, we have always thought it worthwhile, as it 
gives our members & customers an easy & reliable way of trading with 
us. 
 
At the beginning of 2020, Genfair substantially updated their website, so 

http://www.cfhsweb.com
http://www.genfair.co.uk
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that, for those of you who do not use it regularly, you may have found 
recently that it is a little hard to get around.   So this article is to explain 
the simplest way to get to our Society’s “stall”. 
 
Getting Started. 
 
The address for the site is www.genfair.co.uk  
There are a number of different ways in which you can get to our “stall”.   
However, the 1

st
 thing to note is that, to purchase anything from us, you 

need to have “Signed Up” to Genfair, so that you can log in to finalise 
purchase.  If you only want to look at what there is, then there is no 
need to “Sign Up” & you can look at everything, including putting things 
into your “basket” to purchase.   There is a facility to “Sign Up” once you 
are ready to buy what is in your basket.   Once “Signed Up” all you need 
to remember, for future use, is your E-mail and password that you have 
used. 
 
Finding Calderdale FHS “stall”. 
The first screen you see when you go to www.genfair.co.uk is this one:- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

You will see on this screen 4 menu items at the top of the screen, a 
Magnifying glass in the centre & a “View Product Range” just below it. 
 
4 Menu Items. 
 If you click on “Suppliers” it will give you a list of all Genfair’s Sup-

pliers in alphabetical sequence.   Unsurprisingly, you will find Cald-
erdale FHS in the 3

rd
 section C, between Caithness & Cardi-

http://www.genfair.co.uk
http://www.genfair.co.uk
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ganshire.   If you click on our Society name you will be taken to our 
“stall”. 
 

 This is very similar to the Genfair pages that were on their previous 
design and allow you to see all the sections of our products, and 
subsequently go to the individual products.   The top of this page is 
shown below. 

 
 

 If you click on “Help” you will get all the usual stuff about Terms of 
Reference etc., so, unless you really feel the need to read it all, it’s 
best to skip this button. 
 

 The item “Basket” shows you all the items that you have purchased 
on this visit, so, at the start, this will be empty. 
 

 The item “”Log In” allows you to log in to the site to purchase, if 
you have previously “Signed Up”, or, if you are visiting for the 1st 
time, you can “Sign Up” there.   The screen to do this looks like this  
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 By the Magnifying Glass in the centre of the screen, you can key 
in the description of an item that you are looking for.   However, this 
is pretty “hit & miss” as it will return the title of any item that has any 
of the words that you have keyed.   If you enclose the text in quotes 
“ ” then you will get any product with EXACTLY that title, so not nec-
essarily all that you are seeking. 
 

 However, if you click on the magnifying Glass itself, without keying 
any text, it will take you to a general screen where you can select 
more precisely what you are looking for.   The screen on the next 
page will be presented.  

 
On this screen, you can select the Supplier that you want (obviously 

Calderdale FHS !!!) & the Category of product (eg Parish Regis-
ters).   Once you have selected these from the 1

st
 & 2

nd
 “boxes” on 

the top of the screen, click on the green “Search” button on the RH 
side & you will be taken to all the products we sell under the catego-
ry that you have chosen. 
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Purchase of product. 
 

 Once you have found the item you want, click on the blue button on 
the RH side of the screen, next to the required item, and it will be 
added to your “basket”. 
 

 You may continue to search through the products on offer adding 
items as you wish into your basket, until you have everything you 
need. 

 
 You can then click on the “Basket” menu item in the top RH side of 

the screen &, if you haven’t already done so, log in or “Sign Up” be-
fore proceeding to the check out, where you can pay by credit card. 
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CFHS Talk ~ January 2020  

 TRACING WORLD WAR ONE MILITARY RELATIVES  
by PHIL JUDKINS   

  

Hello, This talk is about finding World War One military relatives.  

Most people have a crack at tracing combatants through Army records 
via Ancestry, and they can be extremely useful.  All the military records 
for World War One have been released to the National Archives, but, 
most records were destroyed in the Blitz and quite a few, were deliber-
ately destroyed by the government as part of cost-cutting measures.  So 
the strong chance is that you might not find anything. 

Even if you do find the file, many people discover that it contains only an 
attestation document, completed by the aspiring soldier before recruit-
ment, and has nothing about their actual military service in it. 

You have to become a detective, and so, the first step is to write down 
all the details you have.  It helps you to focus and not wander off down 
rabbit holes, because I’m sure you’ve all found that there are interesting 
sidelines that you really want to pursue and you completely lose the 
thread of what it is you’re trying to research. 

If your ancestor died in the war, then off to the Internet.  If you can’t use 
the Internet, go to the local libraries, which in general are extremely 
helpful. Find the Commonwealth War Graves site, www.cwgc.org, 
(not .org.uk), which is a commercial site and it will charge you.  Go to 
the homepage, choose Find war dead and fill in the boxes with the in-
formation you’ve gathered and get ready to find some useful information 
about service career, name of the unit etc. 

Example: I was asked about a guy called Vernon Tong, maybe Army, 
died in the First World War, nothing else known.  So fill in those few de-

 I hope that you have found this article useful & that it will encourage you 
to use this method to purchase any product that you want from us (&, of 
course, any other supplier on the Genfair site) – it is also a quick & easy 
way to renew your subscription, if you haven’t chosen to do it by Stand-
ing Order (the easiest method to use).   If you have any queries about 
this, don’t hesitate to contact me at  

 systems@cfhsweb.com  
Peter Lord – Systems Coordinator  

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
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tails: Tong, Vernon, First World War.  Click the Search button and you 
get a result.  The CWGC gave me his rank  Lance Corporal, service 
number, his corps, - the Royal Army Service Corps, - his date of death, 
16 December 1918 and his grave site.   

Now click on the right-hand arrow and result, his family details in Bolton. 
From here it’s an easy run with the local electoral rolls and that should 
fill in a lot of family details.  Click on the cemetery details and you 
should get an image or a series of images. 

Many things are included: maps, cemetery plans, details of when the 
cemeteries are closed and so on, that might allow you to plan a visit to 
the cemetery concerned. 

A second example, this time the Navy.  Another enquirer asked me 
about a John Crank.  All they knew was that he had been in the Navy 
but had something to do with the Air Force in the First World War.  So, 
fill in the homepage boxes: Crank, John, First World War, and you get 
two names. One of them is Merchant Navy and is a baggage handler, 
and it seems pretty unlikely that he is the person concerned.  So on to 
the Navy man.  The Commonwealth War Grave commission gives me 
the date of death, 5 May 1917, his service number, his rank – Able Sea-
man – his age, 22, and his grave site in Calais.  And clicking again on 
the right-hand arrow gives you a ship, and also that he was attached to 
the Royal Flying Corps, and his parents’ details.  Then there are ceme-
tery pictures, details and a plan too. 

Third example, the RAF this time. Remember that in the First World War 
the RAF was only formed on 1 April 1918. Before that, planes were op-
erated both by the Army, the Royal Flying Corps, and by the Navy, the 
Royal Naval Air Service.  In this case Jackie DePelle asked me to help 
find out about a relative, Frederick Hyland, an officer in the Royal Flying 
Corps.  So fill in the boxes, Hyland, Frederick, First World War, and you 
get a number of Hylands, but only one of them turns out to be an officer, 
a Second Lieutenant who died on 24 May 1915.  That’s unusually early 
in the war for an airman.  His grave is at a place in France called Vieux-
Berquin where very few other service people are buried.  Click again on 
the right-hand arrow and click on his name and we find he was in 7 
Squadron, Royal Flying Corps, attached from the Yorkshire Regiment, 
plus again the details of his parents.  Click on the cemetery and there’s 
a photo of one of the few Commonwealth War Grave Commission site 
graves in the communal cemetery. 

Don’t give up if you don’t get results.  Try different spellings for the sur-
name.  A query I had, www.cwgc.org  must be wrong, my relative, Mr 
Sidebottom, isn’t there.  Try Sidebotham. Yes, he’s there.  Be very care-
ful of putting in initials unless you have to.  In the military pretty much 
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everybody has a nickname.  So all Millers are “Dusty”; all Wilsons are 
“Tug”.   

You might also check local memorials to see if your relative is recorded, 
which is why the parents’ address is sometimes useful.  You may want 
to make contact with the local family history society because you may 
find they are already researching exactly what you are looking for. 

Now, a bit of a twist.  If your relative was demobbed after 1920, or 1922 
for an officer, or if they joined the Forces again in the Second World 
War, then the Ministry of Defence may have their record, not the Nation-
al Archives.  You will have to write to the service department responsi-
ble.  Go onto the Government UK website, the Veterans UK side, you 
will have to be next of kin or have their written permission.  Fill in the 
various forms necessary, send off some money, and be prepared to 
wait a while, typically between three and six months.  You might find it’s 
a lot easier going through other routes such as family papers, at least 
while you’re waiting for the Ministry of Defence to respond. 

With the extra information you’ve now got, plan a visit to the National 
Archives at Kew, either electronically or in person. A lot of records are 
available online for the First World War.   Before going plan carefully.  

The best days to go are Tuesday or Thursday because those are late 
opening nights. If it’s your first visit, take proof of identity, passport, driv-
ing licence, proof of address, recent utility bills, so you can get a read-
er’s ticket.  It’s a 10 minute job to get one but without those pieces of 
information you won’t and you’ll have wasted your time. Also take a 
camera 

Most books send you down the track of trying to trace your relative’s file 
from Ancestry records, which are actually scans of files at Kew from the 
series known as the “Burnt” files. That avenue isn’t very fruitful, and I 
usually use a different method relying on medical cards and the Army 
War diaries.  

I’ve found it helpful to make myself a mental map of the main battles of 
the First World War, and I made up a little mnemonic.  The key battles 
for the British each year were Mons in 1914, Ypres in 1915, the Somme 
in 1916, Passchendaele in 1917 and the Kaiser’s Battle in 1918.  If you 
take the first initial letters of each, Many Young Soldiers Piteously Killed.  
It’s an easy mnemonic and you’ve got the main battles of each year 
firmly in your head. 

Let’s use some examples.  A lady asked about two relatives, Harry 
Stanley and Frank Stanley.  She’d already done the Commonwealth 
War Grave Commission search, so she knew a bit about them already.  
Frank Stanley had died on 19 December 1915 aged 21, a private in the 
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1/4th KOYLI’s where he was commemorated.  Harry Stanley died on 11 
May 1917, 27, private in the 2/4th KOYLI’s 

Let’s dig a bit further. Find the medal index card, go to the National Ar-
chives website, click on online collections in the right-hand column, then 
on medals and the list in the screen that appears, then fill in the search 
boxes. In this case it was Frank Stanley, 3839, his regimental number, 
and his rank.  Then press Submit.  You will have to pay £3.50 for the 
information, at Kew you can print it off for no further charge. 

We know that he went to France on 15 August 1915.  So we are starting 
to build a record of his service.  We need now to find out what his regi-
ment, the 1/4th KOYLI’s were doing up to 19 December 1915 when 
Frank was killed.  To do that, we need to find their war diary.  They are 
kept in the order of the Division and the Brigade. How do you find that 
out?  Well, a remarkably helpful man called Brigadier E.A. James, wrote 
a directory called the British Regiments 1914 to 1918, just for this pur-
pose.  A copy is in the Kew reference library.  We discover just where 
the 1/4th KOYLI’s were: Wakefield and Doncaster where they were 
raised, Gainsborough and York for training and then shipping off to 
France. 

We also find out from the detail of the medal roll and the details in the 
War diaries of the company concerned, exactly where in France they 
were.  Elverdinge, Malikoff Farm, Moda Farm, the east bank of the ca-
nal north of Ypres until 19 December when Frank died in action. 

Back to Harry Stanley, here again, we get the medal index card, we get 
to Brigadier James and what we know from him about the 2/4th 
KOYLI’s.  The war diary this time gives us the name of the ship that they 
went across to France on, the Mona’s Queen, and where they were in 
France.  He died in action some time on 11/12 May 1917.  The war dia-
ry has some details of Harry: 3362 Private Stanley H volunteered to 
take a message from D Company to B Company and advanced a hun-
dred yards under heavy machine gun fire to which he was fully exposed. 

We go through the diary on the date of death and discover that on 11 
May there is only one person of the regiment killed.  That must be Har-
ry.  So what you’ve got there is people told off for a wiring party in no 
man’s land and dying there.   

Well, so far so easy, but what happens if your relative – happily – sur-
vived and you therefore don’t have the advantage of CWGC research. 
You have to work a little harder, using the same basic approach with 
added bits. I will illustrate this with an example, a query following a 
press report at one of my talks, a man called Harry Craven.  

Harry was a private in the West Yorkshire Regiment and joined aged 17 
on 12 August 1914, discharged as no longer fit for war service in May 
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1917.  So, off to the medal index card, and you see he goes off to 
France on 15 December 1915.  But it doesn’t tell us which battalion he 
served in and we need that to get to the war diary.  In this case, we go 
to the references for the medal rolls and follow the guide notes and the 
helpful leaflet provided in the reading room at Kew.  That takes you to 
the required volume and the page that does indeed tell us that he was in 
the Second Battalion.  Armed with that data, it’s back to Brigadier 
James, who tells us the Second Battalion was in the 23

rd
 Brigade, 8th 

division, and then on to the National Archives website, standard theme, 
online collections, Army and conscription, British Army war diaries and 
we then get to the diary. 

Harry went to France on 12 December 1915 and left service after a very 
serious wound on 3 May 1917.  Now we have to think a bit.  His conva-
lescence was probably six to nine months before his demob.  The Army 
hung onto you if there was anything at all that you could do.  So we are 
probably looking at a date between December 1915 and the summer of 
1916.  We don’t have far to look.  The 2nd W. Yorkshire’s have one ma-
jor engagement in that time: the first day on the Somme, when three 
quarters of them were wiped out.  It’s highly probable that this was Har-
ry’s date of being wounded.  The war diary, compiled by one of the five 
officers left alive tells us of the casualties in the regiment at that time.  

Hospital record cards were provided for every person sick and wound-
ed. In the 1980s there was an efficiency drive and only a 2% sample 
were kept.  A good source of information is the Wellcome Institute Na-
tional Archives online database, which unsurprisingly goes under  hospi-
talrecords.com 

Prisoners of war: about 200,000 British troops became prisoners of war, 
around half of them only as late as 1918 in the German last push that 
was called the Kaiser’s Battle.  There is a record of prisoners, either of 
the Germans or of the Turks, which shows the date and place of cap-
ture, the current location, and the next of kin.  Returned prisoners were 
interrogated and a sample of those reports survives in the W0161 series 
and it’s online.  Hooray!  You may find that your relative was  interrogat-
ed when he returned. 

So let’s look at officers.  Well, the good news is that files survive for 
217,000 of the 250,000 officers, and the bad news is that they are only 
very erratically online.  I usually locate them by going to Kew and look-
ing at the discovery catalogue. You need the surname, specify the date 
limits of 1914 to 1919 and the file reference of WO.  You will then get 
the attestation document.   

The next document in this file is ominously a casualty form.  Pause for a 
moment to note the location: Basra, in Baghdad, where my son also 
served.  Times and places don’t change an awful lot, it would seem.  
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The next document is his death certificate, recording that he died of 
heat stroke.  You might have to be very careful if you are in close touch 
with the family about the next document, because it is the medical case 
sheet, and it shows exactly how and when he died.  It remains to repat-
riate his effects, and you get a full detailing of all his effects and how 
they were repatriated back to his family. 

Lots of questions I get are by disbelieving people.  How could my Nan 
have won a Serbian war medal? In the First World War, Serbia was on 
our side, she might very well have won the medal nursing, because 
nurses volunteered both for the Serbian and the Russian front.  There 
are two varieties of nurses. Those that are directly military: the Queen 
Alexandra’s Imperial Nursing Service or the TFNS, the Territorial Forces 
Nursing Service.  Records for nurses are online, so you go straight 
through the National archives.  However, the volunteer nurses, the VAD, 
records are rather more erratic.  Records are kept at the Red Cross ar-
chives and the Order of St John has records for those who served with 
it. 

Around 57,000 women were employed in the Women’s Auxiliary Army 
Corps and the records of the other ranks are increasingly, I’m delighted 
to say, online.  But no officers’ records survived.  You need also to re-
member if you’re tracing people in the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps 
that about 10,000 of them were transferred to the RAF when it was 
formed in April 1918.  Their records are also online but they are covered 
by the Air Force records, not by the Army records.   

On the same date, April 1918, the women’s auxiliary army corps was 
renamed the Queen Mary’s Auxiliary Army Corps and there were four 
sections: Mechanical, Clerical, Cookery and Miscellaneous. 

I’m afraid there are very few records from the Merchant Navy men of the 
First World War; almost all of them were destroyed quite a while ago.  
There are a sample of crew lists at Kew, about 10% of the total.  More 
records are available from the Maritime History Archive from the Memo-
rial University of Newfoundland, St John’s in Canada.  Their medal 
cards are available online and if your relative was one of the 14,000 
Merchant Navy casualties, check whether the roll of honour at Kew or 
the registry of deceased seamen and you may find out more infor-
mation. 

There is also a Merchant Navy Association which may be able to help 
you and a very useful book by Chris and Michael Watts called My An-
cestor Was a Merchant Seaman. S.B. and D.B. Jarvis also wrote The 
Cross of Sacrifice, Men and Women of the Merchant Navy and Fleet 
Auxiliary in the First World War, and I would recommend both of those 
books. 
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Marines’ records, they’re online so you simply go through the usual pro-
cess on the National Archives website.  They are arranged by the divi-
sions of the Royal Marines: Chatham, Deal, Plymouth or Portsmouth.  

For women, there were opportunities in high-technology, the Women’s 
Royal Naval Service, the Wrens were employed on testing wireless 
valves, the cutting edge of World War One high-technology.  You can 
get very close to those women, because their basic records of service 
cards survived.  A search for your own great grandma’s or grandma’s 
papers might pay dividends.  They are online from the National Ar-
chives. 

Twenty-five thousand women served in the Women’s Royal Air Force.  
No officers’ records survive but other ranks’ details are online. You do 
have to remember the usual thing here, of course, maiden names may 
be different from the name that you know them by.   

Airmen.  After 1 April 1918, officers’ records are in Air 76, in alphabetical 
order and the other ranks are in Air 79. There are a whole series of 
books written about the RAF Squadrons.  Wing Commander Jefford’s 
RAF Squadrons, Alan Lake’s Flying Units of the RAF, and so on. 

War memorials and Rolls of Honour. It’s important to remember the me-
morials are not always complete records. Those erected soon after the 
war did not include those who died in 1919 or 1920.  The definition of 
who was included and who wasn’t very clear.  For example, in a com-
munity like Halifax, do you include all those who were born in Halifax but 
might have moved away?  Do you include those who had just moved 
into Halifax and then died a month later?  It’s a bit of a quandary. 

Campaign medals:  The three most frequently associated with the First 
World War of the Army campaign medals, the Victory medal, the British 
War medal and either the 1914 Star or the 1915 Star, the trio we usually 
call Pip, Squeak and Wilfred, after a popular cartoon strip of the time.  
There are also a whole series of Territorial Force war medals, the Mer-
cantile Marine War medal, the Silver War badge, often wrongly called 
the Silver Wound badge, and so on.  There is a full medal listing at Kew. 

There is one glorious situation that I uncovered from the National Ar-
chive where an Austrian escaped from the internment camp and man-
aged to make his way back to Austria where the Austrian Army promptly 
re-recruited him. He wrote a letter to the British Ambassador asking to 
be returned to the internment camp.  The Ambassador, no doubt with a 
smile, refused. 

Thank you for listening. 
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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2020 SUMMER MEETINGS ~ Thursdays 7:30pm.  
At The Maurice Jagger Centre,  Lister Street, Winding Road, Halifax, HX1 1UZ 
 
 
25th June CANCELLED 
David Cawthra ~ The Cawthra One Name Study.   
David Cawthra, a native of Halifax and away-member of Calderdale FHS, has been 
researching the Cawthra families of Yorkshire for the past 15 years. He is a mem-
ber of the Guild of One Name Studies and will initially explain its benefits for non-
members. 
 
David will go on to set out how he approached the study, which has engaged the 
interest of Cawthras throughout the world and also outline the vital role DNA played 
in the investigation. 
 
He will conclude by recounting some of the interesting and often fascinating stories 
he unearthed along the journey. 
 
23trd  July 
Chris Helme ~ All in a Days Work:  
                          Reminiscences from 30 years in the Police Service. 
Based on 30 years as a local bobby in and around his hometown of Brighouse, 
Chris Helm tells of his 1950s childhood ambition to become a policeman coming to 
fruition many years later. 
 
Chris relates the ups and downs of every day policing working amongst people he 
had grown up with in Brighouse and charts the humour, melancholy and some of 
the unbelievable situations he often found himself in. This is a fascinating and 
amusing story told by what some would describe as an “old-school” policeman. 
 
27th August 
Patricia Atkinson ~ Germs & Microbes – Poverty & Health  

CANCELLED MEETINGS 
 

We will do our best to  re-schedule the talks which have been can-
celled.  Where this is not possible we’ll try to give you a summary 
of the cancelled talk.  
 
The next review will take place on Monday 15

th
 June. 
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View our website at www.cfhsweb.com 

 
and visit 

 
Calderdale Family History Society’s  

RESEARCH ROOM 

The Research Room will remain closed until at least the end of June. 
 

Brighouse Library 
Rydings Park, Halifax Rd., Brighouse, HD6 2AF 

 
Tuesdays 1:30pm to 4:30pm &Thursdays 10:00am to 1:00pm 

 
Open to both Members & Non-Members 

 
Facilities include :- 

• Searchable information on 4 computers. 

• Fiches for all Calderdale C of E churches. 

• 6 Internet terminals, with access to Ancestry.com 
  (Note—now increased from original 4 terminals) 

• Wide range of books, journals, cuttings, etc. 
 

For more information and bookings ring 07952-211986 during the hours 
given above. 

Huddersfield & District Family History Society 
 
If you have ancestors in the Kirklees area, which covers the towns of Hud-
dersfield, Dewsbury, Batley, Holmfirth and surrounding villages, then why not 
contact our Society for help and advice. 
 
We have a research room at the Root Cellar, 33A Greens End Road, 
Meltham, Holmfirth, HD9 5NW and we are open at the following times on 
these days: 
    Morning  Afternoon   
 Monday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Tuesday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Wednesday:      10 am to 12.30 pm  2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Thursday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm  
 Friday:       10.30 am to 1.00 pm 
 Saturday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 

 
Our telephone number is 01484 859229 and details of all our activities and 
how to join can be found at www.hdfhs.org.uk.  You can also find us on Twit-
ter and Facebook by searching for ‘Huddersfield Family History Society’. 
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USEFUL  CONTACTS AND SOURCES 
FOR RESEARCHING WEST YORKSHIRE ANCESTORS 

 
West Yorkshire Archive Service ~ www.archives.wyjs.org.uk  (This can be a good 
place to start to access the West Yorkshire Archive Catalogue) 
 
Calderdale District Archives, (Registers, BTs, Census, etc. etc.) 
Calderdale Central Library, Square Road, Halifax HXI 1QG   
Tel: +44 (0) 1135 350 151 e-mail calderdale@wyjs.org.uk 
 
Calderdale Central Reference Library (address as above) Tel: +44 (0) 1422  392 630 
e-mail reference.library@calderdale.gov.uk (local studies collection, newspapers, maps, 
trade directories, IGI, GRO indexes, census and parish register fiche, on-line  Fami-
lysearch and Ancestry; research service offered).    
 
WYAS Wakefield Office, WY History Centre, 127 Kirkgate, Wakefield, WF1 1JG 
(Registers, WRiding Registry of Deeds, Manorial Records etc.) 
Tel. 0113 535 0142. email : wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 
Details of where to find us and our opening times are available on our website: 
https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-service/contact-us-and-opening-times/west-yorkshire-
history-centre-wakefield-archive-service-opening-times-and-information/ 
 
The Borthwick Institute ~ www.york.ac.uk/inst/bihr/ (Peculiar + PCY wills, BT's etc.) 
University of York, Heslington, YORK YO10 5DD  
Tel: +44 (0) 1904 321 166 email ~ link on website 
 
 
Weaver to Web ~ www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/ The council maintains a website  with a 
miscellany of information from the archives (a wide range of photos, maps, census re-
turns, parish registers, poll books, wills , etc., have been digitised to view online). 
 
Malcolm Bull’s Calderdale Companion ~ http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk 
(Large collection of trivia, miscellaneous facts of people and places and  other bits of local 
history about Halifax and Calderdale). 
 
All the Parish records transcribed by the Society are available to search (for a fee) on 
FindMyPast.co.uk (In addition there are many other records available to search) 
 
West Yorkshire Parish Registers have been put online (for a fee) by the West Yorkshire 
Archives Service which can be accessed on Ancestry.co.uk. (Again, many other useful 
records, for a fee) 
 
www.familysearch.org 
(Thousands of records for free including the IGI and  some census data).  LDS Family 
History Centres are invaluable for 'distance research'.  Check local telephone directories. 
 
The National Archives ~ www.nationalarchives.gov.uk (a wealth of data arising from 
public records, including BMD’s, census and much much more). 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  Tel: +44 (0) 208 876  
 
www.direct.gov.uk/gro is the website of the general register office for everything con-
cerning civil registration and to order certificates.  
 
Consider subscribing to a periodical such as Family Tree Magazine or BBC’s Who Do 
You Think You Are? Magazine. Online sites such as GenesReunited and LostCousins 
may help you find relatives researching the same family. 

https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-service/contact-us-and-opening-times/west-yorkshire-history-centre-wakefield-archive-service-opening-times-and-information/
https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-service/contact-us-and-opening-times/west-yorkshire-history-centre-wakefield-archive-service-opening-times-and-information/
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LOCAL FAMILY HISTORY FAIRS etc 
Forthcoming Events of Interest :- 
 
The London Group of Yorkshire FHS.   

20 June 2020             Simon Fowler      Publicans and Brewers 
19 September 2020   Else Churchill      Early Poor Law 
21 November 2020    Peter Christian    The Future of Genealogy  
                                                                       on the Internet 
 
All meetings are held at the Society of Genealogists, 14, Charter-

house Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA, starting at 

10.30 a.m. (Doors open at 10.00 a.m.). Coffee and tea are provided 

before the meeting. The SoG is 5 minutes’ walk away from Barbi-

can Underground station. Everyone with an interest in Yorkshire 

family history is very welcome.  

 

You do not have to be a member of the SoG.  

 

The Federation of Family History Societies 

Federation of Family History Societies’ web site 

 www.ffhs.org.uk   

 

This site has a wealth of links to events & information of interest to 

family historians.   Find the EVENTS tab for a list of forthcoming 

events. 

 

Devon FHS is hosting a Mayflower International Genealogical Con-
ference in Plymouth on 29th August 2020.  
 
Are you descended from one of the Mayflower passengers’ families 
left behind in 17th century England? I hope that some family history 
society members are interested in contributing to the project: 
 

"The families they left behind"  
 
Contact Maureen Selley, Secretary of Devon FHS: 
secretary@devonfhs.org.uk  

https://familyhistoryfederation.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=e0c5e76a5a&e=da15c1e3ff
https://familyhistoryfederation.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=e0c5e76a5a&e=da15c1e3ff
mailto:secretary@devonfhs.org.uk
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Calderdale Family History Society  
Incorporating Halifax and District 

 
Officers and Co-ordinators of the Society 

 
Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail      Tel. No. 
 
President 
Mr. Barrie Crossley,  9, Victoria Terr., Delph Hill Road, Halifax, HX2 7ED 
                  e-mail - president@cfhsweb.com     01422-366931 
 
Chairman 
Mr. Clifford Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - chairman@cfhsweb.com     01484-714311 
    
Secretary 
Mrs. Margaret Smith,  4 Rawson Avenue, Halifax, HX3 0JP 
                       e-mail - secretary@cfhsweb.com     01422-345164 
 
Treasurer  
Mr. Peter Lord,  288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB  
  e-mail - treasurer@cfhsweb.com     01484-718576 
 
Membership Secretary 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ 
             e-mail - membsec@cfhsweb.com     01484-304426 
 
Publications Officer (sales of books, CDs, etc.) 
Mrs. Joan Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - publications@cfhsweb.com     01484-714311 
 
Editor ~ Scrivener    (for submission of articles, letters, etc.) 
Mrs. Frances Stubbs, Beech Trees, Hollybush Close, Potten End,  
                         Berkhamsted, HP4 2SN 
                       e-mail - editor@cfhsweb.com     01442-871847 
 
Editor ~ Newsletter & Facebook  
Pam Newby,    
                       e-mail - newsletter@cfhsweb.com  
 
Enquiry Service Co-ordinator (for research queries and search requests) 
Mrs. Susan Lord 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                       e-mail - search@cfhsweb.com     01484-718576 
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Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail      Tel. No. 
 

Research Room Co-ordinator (for information about room at The Rydings) 

Mr. Clifford Drake, 22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - researchroom@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
  

[RR Bookings and Information Tues pm/Thurs am 07952-211986] 

 

Projects Co-ordinator 

Mr. Peter Lord, 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                       e-mail - projects@cfhsweb.com   01484-718576 

 

Web Administrator 

Ian Knowles, 30, Victoria Chase, Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, HD6 4DE 
  e-mail - webmaster@cfhsweb.com             01484 712236 
 
Strays Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Dorothy Hunt,  Springfield House, Whitehall Green, Halifax, HX2 9UQ 
                       e-mail - strays@cfhsweb.com 

 

Librarian 

Mrs. Anne Kirker,  3 Elmfield Terrace, Halifax, HX1 3EB .  
                       e-mail - librarian@cfhsweb.com             01422-365879          
 
Members’ Interests Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
                       e-mail - interests@cfhsweb.com  01484-304426  
 
 

The Society's Home Web Page on the Internet is 
http://www.cfhsweb.com 

 

mailto:webmaster@cfhsweb.com
http://www.cfhsweb.com/
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CHAPELRIES AND TOWNSHIPS OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF HALIFAX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   CHURCH/CHAPEL       Registers begin                                           BAP.  MAR.**  BUR. 
1.   COLEY   St. John     1735 1745 1734 
2.   CROSS STONE  St. Paul     1678 1837 1678 
3.   ELLAND   St. Mary**     1559 1559 1559 
4.   HALIFAX   St. James (inc St Mary Rhodes St  1953) 1832 1837 nk 
5.   HALIFAX   St. John**     1538 1538 1538 
6.   HARTSHEAD  St. Peter     1612 1612 1612 
7.   HEPTONSTALL  St. Thomas**     1599 1593 1599 
8.   ILLINGWORTH  St. Mary     1695 1697 1695 
9.   LIGHTCLIFFE  St. Matthew     1703 1704 1704  
10. LUDDENDEN  St. Mary     1653 1661 1653 
11. RASTRICK  St. Matthew     1719 1839 1798  
12. RIPPONDEN  St. Bartholomew    1684 1686 1684 
13. SCAMMONDEN  
       WITH MILLHEAD St. Bartholomew    1746 1886 1746 
14. SOUTHOWRAM  St. Anne     1813 1838 1818 
15. SOWERBY  St. Peter     1668 1711 1643 
16. SOWERBY BRIDGE Christ Church     1709 1730 1821 
17. STAINLAND  St. Andrew     1782 1844 1783 
18. TODMORDEN  St. Mary/Christ Church   1678 1669 1666 
 
**Following Hardwicke’s Marriages Act of 1754, Banns and Marriages will only be found in the registers 
of these churches. After 1837 they lost their monopoly of marriages. 
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CALDERDALE FHS 
 

Publications & Services 
Current at June 2020 

 

Publications & Products. 
               Page No. 
1. All major C of E church BMDs on CD & Hept’stall Books  1/2 
2. A selection of Non-Conformists Registers    2 
3. Stoney Royd, Halifax—Burial Registers    2 
4. Monumental Inscriptions - CD, Books & Fiche   2/3  
5. Pre 1841 Census & 1851 Censuses on CD   3 
6. 1841 & 1851 Census-Fiche      4 
7. Calderdale School Log Books     4 
8. Calderdale School Admissions     4  * 
9. Other Publications       4 
 

Note : All CD products are also downloadable via www.genfair.co.uk at a price re-
duction of between 50p & £2.00 and with no P&P costs. 
 

Services. 
10. Searches        4 

11. Methods of Ordering       4 
12. Publication and Search Contact Addresses   4 

 

Categories marked with an asterisk (*) contain new items from previously. 
 

Prices quoted are for standard purchase—they may vary under certain condi-
tions.  (see “Methods of Ordering”) 

 

PARISH REGISTERS. 
All CDs for the Main Calderdale Churches contain Baptisms, Marriages &  
Burials & are indexed & searchable.  Other church CDs may not contain all 
types. 
 

All sets also available at reduced cost as downloadable files & no P&P 
 

Main Calderdale Churches—CDs & Downloadable Files 
 

St. John’s, Halifax BMDs Pre 1812 1754-1812 (Mar), 1767-1812 (Bap/Burs)         £10.00 
        Download Price £8.50 

St. John’s, Halifax BMDs Post 1812 1813-1837 (Mar) to 1861 (Bur)-1838 (Bap)   £10.00 
        Download Price £8.50 

St. Mary’s, Elland BMDs 1558-1838 (Marrs) to 1843 (Burs) to 1850 (Bap) Price    £12.00 
        Download Price  £10.50 

St. Thomas, Heptonstall BMDs Pre 1812 1594-1812 Baps, Marrs & Burs    £15.00 
        Download Price £13.00 

St. Thomas, Heptonstall BMDs Post 1812 To 1850 (Baps/Burs), to 1837 (Mars)   £8.00 
        Download Price £7.00 
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Heptonstall St Thomas—BOOKS. 
 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. baptisms 1599 to 1812 (1837 for Cross Stone)     each £12.50 
Baptisms A to F      Baptisms G to J     Baptisms K to Stanc     Baptisms Stand to Y 

 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. marriages 1599 to 1837         each £12.50 
Marriages A to F    Marriages G to J    Marriages K to Stanc    Marriages Stand to Y 

 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. burials 1599 to 1812 (1837 for Cross Stone)     each £12.50 
Burials A to F        Burials G to J          Burials K to Sq          Burials St to Y 

 

Other Calderdale Churches—CDs & Downloadable Files 
All sets also available at reduced cost (£4.50) as downloadable files.& no P&P 

 

Coley St. John   1734-1902 (Bap), 1749-1753 (Mar) & 1734 -1902 (Bur)   £5.00 

Hebden Bridge, St. James 1833-1869 (Bap) & 1834 -2007 (Bur)       £5.00 

llingworth St. Mary   1650-1915 (Bap), 1697-1934 (Marr) & 1650-1942 (Bur)    £5.00 

Lightcliffe St. Matthew  1704-1900 (Bap), 1704-1746 (Marr), 1704-1931 (Bur)      £5.00 

Luddenden St. Mary  1653-1958 (Bap), 1661-1942 (Marr) & 1653-1933 (Bur)    £5.00 

Ripponden St. Bartholomew 1684-1985 (Bap), 1687-1935 (Marr),1684-1982(Bur)    £5.00 
Sowerby St Peter   1668-1982 (Bap), 1711-1935 (Marr) & 1643-1954 (Bur)    £5.00 

Sowerby Bridge Christ Ch. 1709-1905 (Bap), 1709-1753 (Marr) & 1821-1980 (Bur)   £5.00 

Other Calderdale Parishes (1)  includes the following churches                 £5.00 
  - Cragg Vale St John Bapts 1813 to 1912 Burs 1815 to 1867 
  - Halifax Holy Trinity Bapts 1832 to 1894 Burs 1798 to 1857 
  - Halifax St James Bapts 1832 to 1878 No Burials 
  - Stainland St Andrew Bapts 1782 to 1840  Burs 1785 to 1840 

East Calderdale Parishes includes the following churches                  £5.00 
  - Brighouse St Martin—Bapts 1831 to 1858 Burs 1831 to 1865 
  - Rastrick St Matthew—Bapts 1813 to 1865 Burs 1813 to 1869 
  - Southowram St Anne Bapts 1813 to 1851 Burs 1818 to 1854 

Non-Conformists Registers (1) includes the following chapels     £5.00 
 Cornholme Meths  -  Midgley Providence  -  Mixenden URC  -  Rishworth Roadside 
 Shelf Primitive Meths.  -  Shelf Witchfield  -  Todmorden Shore Baptists 

Northowram Heywood URC Baps 1744-1952, Marrs 1863-88, Burs 1822-2016, 
 Grave Book 1797-2016          £5.00 
 

Municipal Cemeteries—CD & Downloadable Files 
 

Clifton Municipal Cemetery & St John’s MIs        Price £5.00 (Download £4.50) 

King Cross Methodist MIs          Price £5.00 (Download £4.50)  
  (Individual photographs available £1.00 each) 
Rastrick Cemetery MIs           Price £5.00 (Download £4.50) 

Stoney Royd Burial Register  1861 to 1960        Price £12.00 (Download £10.50) 
 

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 
 

CD– Set 1 - for MIs from 38 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £10.00 

CD– Set 2 - for MIs from 19 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £10.00 

CD– Set 3 - for MIs from 6 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £5.00 

CD- Set 4—for MIs, Burials & Grave Books from 21 Halifax Graveyards  
     (indexed & searchable)   See list below for Graveyards included on this CD Price £5.00 
All sets also available at reduced cost (£8.50/£4.50) as downloadable files & no P&P 
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Graveyards available showing which CD they appear on. 
 

 Graveyard      CD  Set  Graveyard       CD Set 
Barkisland Krumlin Meths  4 Blackley Baptist Church   1 
Booth U.R. Church    1 Boothtown, All Souls Church,   1 
Bradshaw, St John’s Church  1 Charlestown, Mount Olivet Baptist 2 
Claremount, St. Thomas’ Church 1 Copley, St. Stephen's Church  1 
Cragg Vale Methodist Chapel  1 Eastwood Congregational Chapel 2 
Elland Huddersfield Rd Wesleyans 4 Elland Providence Congs  4 
Greetland Lindwell Primitive Meths 4 Greetland Methodists   3 
Halifax All Saints, Salterhebble  2 Halifax Ebenezer Primitive Meths 4 
Halifax Pellon Lane Baptists  4 Hailfax Salem Meths New Connection 4 
Halifax Society of Friends (Quakers) 1 Halifax South Parade Wesleyans 4 
Halifax Square Chapel   3 Halifax Square Church   3 
Hebden Bridge, Cross Lanes Meth.       1 Hebden Bridge, Ebenezer Chapel 2 
Hebden Bridge, St. James’  1 Hipperholme Meths   4 
Holywell Green U.R. Church   1 Illingworth Moor Meths.   2 
Lightcliffe Mount Zion Congs  4 Luddenden Dean Methodists  2 
Luddenden Ebenezer   3 Luddenden Foot , Denholme U.M.  1 
Luddenden Foot, St Mary’s  1 Lumbutts United Free Methodist  2 
Mankinholes Wesleyan   2 Midgley, Providence Methodist   1 
Moor End Road U.R. Church  1 Mount Tabor Methodist Church  1 
Mytholmroyd, St. Michael's Church  1 Mytholmroyd, Wesleyan Chapel  1 
Norland, Mount Pleasant Chapel 2 Norland Prim. Meth. Chapel   1 
Northowram Heywood Ind  4 Ogden Mount Zion Methodist   1 
Ovenden, Nursery Lane Meth.   1 Peckett Well, Crimsworth Meth.  1 
Pellon, Christ Church   1 Queensbury Ambler Thorn Meths 4 
Queensbury Baptist   4 Queensbury Holy Trinity  4 
Queensbury Roundhill Meths  4 Queensbury Union Croft  4 
Rishworth Parrack Nook Ind  4 Rishworth Roadside Baptist  1 
Scammonden St Bartholomew  4 Shelf Primitive Methodists  3 
Shelf Witchfield Methodist  2 Southowram Methodist    2 
Southowram St. Anne   3 Sowerby, Boulderclough, Meths. 1 
Sowerby Mill Bank Wesleyans  4 Sowerby, Sowerby Green Congs. 1 
Sowerby, Rooley Lane Wes. Chapel  1 Sowerby, St. George's Church  1 
Sowerby, St. Mary’s Cotton Stones 1 S/Bridge, Bolton Brow Wes. Meths 1 
Sowerby Bridge, Christ Church  2 S/Bridge New Longley Prim Meths 2 
Sowerby, St. Peter’s Church  1 Sowerby, Steeps Lane Bap Chap 1 
Soyland, Ebenezer Methodist Church 1 Soyland, Stones Methodist Church 1 
Stainland, Providence Chapel  1 Stainland Wesleyan   4 
Todmorden, Christ Church  2 Todmorden, Cross Stones St Pauls 2 
Todmorden Lineholme Baptist  2 Todmorden Patmos New Connexion 2 
Todmorden Unitarian   2 Todmorden Unitarian Sunday Sch. 2 
Wainstalls, Mount Pleasant Meths 1 Warley, Butts Green Bap. Chapel 1 
Warley Congregational Church  4 Widdop, Blake Dean Bap Chapel  1 

 
 

CENSUSES 
 

Pre 1841 Census—(Heads of Household & head counts only) 
CD Pre-1841 Censuses (all surviving townships) - (Indexed & searchable)     £10.00 
 

1851 Census - (Now Reduced Price) 
CD 1851 Census 19 Halifax Townships (Indexed & Searchable)              £5.00 
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CALDERDALE SCHOOL LOG BOOKS & SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
        Also available at reduced cost (£4.50) as downloadable files & no P&P 

 
School  Log books 
CD1 - Calderdale East & South Schools—fully indexed & searchable        £5.00 

CD2 - Calderdale Central & North Schools—fully indexed & searchable       £5.00 

CD3—Calderdale West Schools—fully indexed & searchable                                   £5.00 

 
School Admissions * 
CD1 - Calderdale East & South School Admissions-fully indexed & searchable  £5.00 
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 

Ancestral File Book—Blank pro-forma booklet to record history (available in UK only) £4.00 
Piece Hall 1778 Subscribers—list of all subscribers at the opening (download only) £2.00 
Greetland Undertakers—details of deceased customers of Ely Furness 1896-1927 £3.00 
Duchy of Lancaster Rolls—Hipperholme—full transcript for period 1537-1607  £3.00  
 

SEARCHES 
 

Data available is from any item that appears on our publications list - £1.00 per name. (Free 
for Society Members when logged on as a member on the Society website) 

 

METHODS OF ORDERING. 
 

There are a number of  ways in which Publications and Services  can be ordered.  Relevant ad-
dresses are given at the foot of this page.   Where paying by cheque, they should be made paya-
ble to “Calderdale FHS” and not to any individual. 
 

BY POST. 
Publications.   From the Publications Officer.   For P&P add the following to the total price :  
 - UK  75p per book & CD and 50p per £10 fiche Order. 
 - Overseas £1.50 per book & CD and £1.00 per £10 fiche Order. 
 - Ancestral Files (UK Only) - £1.25 per 1 or 2 booklets 
 

Searches. 
From the Search Co-ordinator.   For orders requiring the results on paper, for Postage & Pack-
ing please send a Stamped & Addressed Envelope with your order. 
 

BY INTERNET. 
Via Genfair at www.genfair.co.uk   All products & services are available via this by Credit Card 
via a secure connection.  CDs carry VAT at 20% for orders within the EU. 
Downloadable files do not carry VAT, are at a reduced price from their CD equivalent & have no 
P&P costs.—not available to Non-UK EU countries. 
Note that photographs for MIs may be charged at more than £1 if the total order via Genfair is 
less than £3.   For alternative methods of obtaining MI photographs, E-Mail search@cfhsweb.com 
 

PUBLICATION & SEARCH CONTACT ADDRESSES. 
 

Publications Officer    Search Coordinator 
Joan Drake,     Susan Lord, 
CFHS Publications Officer,   CFHS Enquiry Coordinator, 
22, Well Grove,  Hove Edge,   288, Halifax Road, Hove Edge, 
BRIGHOUSE     BRIGHOUSE 
West Yorkshire,  HD6 2LT   West Yorkshire. HD6 2PB 
E-Mail : publications@cfhsweb.co.uk  E-Mail : search@cfhsweb.co.uk 
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