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2019 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 22
nd

 January 

Joint U3A 2.00/4.00p.m. 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Commision 

Thursday 21
st
 February 

2.00/4.00 p.m. 

Tony Kemp ‘The Day the Bomb Dropped on 

E.M.I.’ 

Thursday 21
st
 March A.G.M. followed 

by John Symons 

‘DNA: The Story Continues’ 

Thursday 11
th

 April  Michael Gandy ‘Ancestors in the King’s Service − 

Army, Navy and others’ 

Thursday 16
th

 May Dr. Samantha 

Philo-Gill 

‘The Women’s Army Auxiliary 

Corps in France 1917−21’ 

Thursday 20
th

 June Jenny Mundy ‘Bridging the Gap’ 

Thursday 18
th

 July David Burnell ‘The Underground at War’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 19
th

 September 

 

Ian Waller ‘What Happened to Lucy? − 

Adoptions’ 

Thursday 17
th

 October 

2.00/4.00 p.m. 

 MEMBERS’ MEETING 

Tuesday 12
th

 November 

Joint U3A 2.00/4.00 p.m. 

Else Churchill ‘Finding Women’ 

Thursday 5
th

 December 

7.30 p.m. 

 SOCIAL/QUIZ NIGHT  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     

By Ian Harvey 

 
 

Our Victorian ancestors, after they had shed their Georgian obsession for 

classicism, developed an enthusiasm for antiquities. Societies were 

formed, papers written, compiled in journals and published.  

 

These papers covered any number of subjects; church monuments; 

ancient buildings; local customs; church records; family histories; etc. 

These volumes from the late 1800s are now largely forgotten. 

 

I have bored you in the past with Hillingdon related extracts from the 

‘Transactions of the London and Middlesex Archaeological Society’. 

However I have just revisited  ‘Gloucestershire Notes & Queries’ for 

purposes to do with a canal that is now under a bowls green in Dursley, 

Gloucestershire.  

 

I started to look at the hydrology of the rivers Ewelme, Cam and various 

millponds in Dursley. I was also interested in the springs that fed them 

and what the mills produced. I wondered who were the mill owners, their 

ancestors and descendants? My eldest son says that my ability to go ‘off 

piste’ in reading around a subject is now legendary! 

 

Anyway, I digress. I decided to look again at Gloucestershire Notes & 

Queries, see below, for the first time in 30 years and was really struck 

with how much material there is for the family historian.  

 

These volumes of journals relate to your family’s county but where can 

they be found? Local record offices or libraries might have copies. Once 

you know what you are looking for, is it possible to buy copies on line?  

 

It now seems that publishers in Delhi are producing paperback 

reproductions at reasonable prices. Without wanting to act as a 

commercial, Abe Books is a good place to look. 

 

These journals are the 19
th
 century equivalent of the internet and indeed 

the journal which you are reading. They are worth searching out as they 

may contain useful information for the family historian. They are also 

very entertaining for the inquisitive mind.                                         (contd.) 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

Expanding slightly on the Chairman’s theme above the Abe Books site 

can be found at www.abebooks.co.uk and it is worth visiting if only to 

see the vast array of items on offer. 

 

The site has a search box so subjects can easily called up but be warned 

each item is not cheap and postage is even dearer. 

 

 
 

Discovered by accident on Ancestry.co.uk – as I carried out a general 

search for an individual some way down the list of results I happened to 

notice the following set of data: 

 

‘England and Wales, Quaker Birth, Marriage and 

Death Registers 1578 – 1837’ 

 

I had not realised before that the records of the Quaker community were 

available on Ancestry. The data set includes images of the original 

registers and this resource could well be invaluable for anyone with 

Quaker ancestors. 

 

The record set can be found in the Card Catalogue. The quickest way is to 

type into the search box the name given above (in full). 

 

 
    

Our member, Barbara Nield, sent us a copy of the book she has produced 

wherein she tells the story of her research into her ancestors. Her research 

began in 1989 and of course, it is ongoing. It must have taken many hours 

to produce the typed sheets that form the book and even Barbara wouldn’t 

be able to tell how many hours that she researched or the time she spent 

travelling to various record repositories. 

 

Barbara said we can use as much, or little, as we need to tell her story 

which starts on page 13, thank you Barbara.  
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THE ST. MARTIN’S PARISH MAGAZINE 1896 
 

 

The latest item from this publication to catch our eye is shown here: 

 

The Temperance Movement in Britain began in the early part of the 

nineteenth century and was one of a number of organisations formed to 

discourage drunkenness and if possible promote total abstinence from 

alcohol. 

 

From the magazine extract above it seems that Ruislip might have had a 

growing problem that justified a local branch of the Temperance Society. 

How long it had been in existence before February 1896 is not known but 

either it was recently formed and had yet to become effective or it was 

somewhat older and it had been unable to attract men! 

 

It does seem a little unchristian for the vicar to issue the threat of the law, 

in the shape of the Bench, for those that had caused a disturbance at the 

meeting.  

 

Were the young men whose names were known drunk? Did they heed the 

threat and attend the March meeting in peaceful order? 

 

Presumably they either stayed away or if they attended must have 

behaved themselves for there is no mention of the meeting in the April 

1896 magazine. 

 

 

     

 



 

 

© Hillingdon Family History Society        6                                           March 2019 

 

MEMORABILIA GIFTED TO H.F.H.S. 

By Alan Rowland  
 

 

In October 2018 we were presented with a hardback, foolscap book 

containing a collection of memorabilia that belonged to Hugh Francis 

Vivian PARROTT who was born and lived in Hayes. 

 

Hugh was born in 1882 to parents Edward John PARROTT and Emma 

(née NORMAN) who married in 1876. Hugh and the family lived in a 

house named ‘The Thorn’ and his father was a G.P. Emma appears to 

have been a lady of leisure because on the 1871 census there is no 

occupation shown for her, she is at home with her parents. Her father 

owned a farm which was large enough to employ eleven men and 

numerous boys.  

 

In 1899 Hugh was at London University having matriculated from 

Oundle School, Peterborough. By the age of eighteen, on the 1901 

census, he is an articled pupil (surveyor) and according to the 1911 

census he is a surveyor.  

 

Hugh served in WW1 as a Lieutenant in the Royal Garrison Artillery and 

presumably returned to surveying when hostilities ceased. On the 1939 

register he described himself as a Chartered Surveyor and is living in 

Hampstead.  

 

It is not certain that he married but there is a registration for a Hugh F. V. 

Parrott and a Mary F. Wilcox married in 1942 in Surrey N.W. The doubt 

arises because there is no death registration for a Mary F. Parrott from 

1942 to 1955 when Hugh died. Also there is no mention of a wife in 

Hugh’s probate calendar entry. His effects totalled £1,755 – 9s – 4d 

which passed into the hands of The Public Trustee. 

 

However whilst all of that was going on Hugh had another life as a 

thespian! He was very active in and around the Hayes area organising, 

presenting and appearing in amateur productions all in aid of various 

local charities. The foolscap book holds programmes notices etc. for a 

great number of these events.  

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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But that is not all; he assumed a ‘nom de plume’ in order to write several 

short plays and poems which are also amongst the memorabilia. Having 

been blessed with forenames aplenty, for his playwright role he took the 

name Bertie Hayes! Perhaps he was paying homage to his birth place. 

  

He sent several plays to Sybil Thorndyke hoping that she would take 

them up but we do not know if anything ever came of that. One play was 

entitled Blind, written in 1921 which received from Sybil a gracious letter 

of explanation as to why she had not read the play.    

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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This may be a little difficult to read, it is transcribed here: 

 

Dear Mr. Parrott, 

You really must forgive me! I have not read ‘Blind’ yet as I have such a 

stack of plays to read. I will read it without fail at the earliest 

opportunity. 

Just ask Mr. Levy if he remembers you. I expect he will. 

Sincerely yours 

Sybil Thorndike 

 

Unfortunately there is no identifiable picture of Hugh in the book. There 

is just one group photograph with the personnel in theatre garb but there 

are no names on the reverse. 

 

   

Is it possible that Hugh is in this picture? 

 

It is our intention to lodge the complete book and its contents with the 

Local History Section in Uxbridge Library. 
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IT BROUGHT IT ALL BACK TO ME! 

By John Bridger 
 

 

I wasn't able to get to the history of EMI talk (June 2018 meeting) but 

was interested to read John's summary in the September journal. 

Although I only came to live in Hillingdon in 1970 the talk report jolted 

my memory; I had been in the area, as well as Hammersmith, on a 

number of occasions in the late 1940s / early 1950s. How can that be for a 

Swansea lad? The answer is visits to the EMI works at Hayes!  

 

The connection with EMI began as far back as the very early1930s when 

they started to manufacture radios including their own HMV brand. At 

around the same time my father set up his radio retail business in 

Swansea where he stocked HMV and Marconi radios (I think HMV also 

made the Marconi) and other associated products.  

 

If a radio sold by my father developed a fault, providing it was still under 

guarantee, he would either attempt a repair or if the problem was 

unsolvable then the item would be returned to the manufacturer. 

Normally returns would be sent via a road services carrier but for my 

father items to be returned to HMV at Hayes provided an excuse for him 

to have a trip to London, deliver the items and then visit his sister in 

Hammersmith. On many of these trips I was allowed to go with him and 

that is how I came to know about EMI/HMV at Hayes all those years 

ago! 

 

In those days a road trip from Swansea to London was around 200 miles 

on old roads; mostly after dark and as such was not to be undertaken 

lightly particularly in a not entirely reliable vehicle packed with the return 

boxes. Each journey was fraught with potential catastrophes but my father 

was undaunted and fortunately that car had quite a few horsepower under 

the bonnet! 

 

Father’s business closed in the late 1970s and unfortunately not much 

now remains to remind me of those days and the shop above which I was 

born.  

 

Of course I have plenty of memories but very little in the way of 

memorabilia remains.  I do have however a few items which were issued 

by HMV to their dealers back in the 1930s.                                      (contd.) 
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This photograph shows the shop around that time with the HMV sign 

over the door. My father is on the right with one of his friends.  

 

The shop was also the family home but before 1939 we had moved away. 

At the outbreak of WWII father was forced to close the shop. The 

business reopened after the war but in different premises and the 

association with HMV continued until its final closure in the late 1970s. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In the early 1930 HMV 

issued this promotional 

lapel badge to their 

accredited dealers. 

 

It was enamelled using  

a vibrant blue at the top, 

a black section with the 

company name and red 

at the bottom.  

 

The badges did not 

carry the name of the 

accredited dealer.  

 

Currently many of these 

are advertised for sale, 

but mine is not one of 

them! 

 

 

HMV decided that the coronation of 

Edward VIII planned for 12
th
 May 

1937 should be marked with the issue 

of a commemorative token to each of 

its many accredited dealers.  

 

The token, took the form of a shield 

mounted on a plaque, but as we know 

that ceremony never took place. In 

order to avoid wastage it was decided 

that the coronation of his successor 

George VI should take place on that 

date. 

Mounted on an ebonized wooden 

plaque the shield is embossed with the Royal Coat of Arms with ‘By 

Appointment’ below. The trade emblem (Nipper) from the famous 

painting of a dog is also embossed into the shield with the dealer's name 

below. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I understand that the item was known as the HMV (British Victor) Shield. 

The base carries the maker's mark MN&WG, the sterling silver mark of 

the anchor (Birmingham), the Lion Passant and the date letter for 

1936/37. 

 

The last item I have is the commemorative medal issued that same year 

for the coronation of George VI and Elizabeth and dated 1937. As the 

name of the dealer is not included on the medal presumably the same 

medal was given to all their dealers. HMV were not unique in issuing 

these medals for similar medals were given out by a vast number of 

organisations all with their own detail on the reverse. 

 

 

 

It is rather sad that I only have these few items to remind me of those 

business years but memories can be just as important as objects. 

 

 

 

 

CORRECTION TO DECEMBER EDITION (Page 4) 
 

We apologise to Jenny, our proof reader, her surname is Morrish not 

Moorish. Sorry about that, Jenny. 
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AN ORDINARY FAMILY (PART ONE) 

By Barbara Nield 
 

 

Before getting under way I must point out that as often happens the 

spelling of the family name i.e. PIM has undergone many changes 

through the ages. PIM appears also as PIMM, PYM and possibly others 

but I have used the spelling as it appears in the various records.  

 

The Adventure Begins (in 1989 and continues…) 

 

Whoever it was who said that from little acorns oak trees grow, was so 

right as far as my collection of file boxes, folders, notebooks and 

photographs proves. They all grew from the little acorn of my mother’s 

locket. It is round with a plait of fair hair on one side and an inscription 

opposite which simply says: 
 

‘Joseph PIMM. Died 26
th
 July 1839 

Aged 3 yrs. 8 mos’. 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I felt sad to think of the little boy, who was my great grandmother Lucy's 

brother, who died so young and I wondered what had caused his death, 

where he lived and did he have any siblings apart from the young Lucy. 

 

I found out that it was possible to look up an Index of Registrations of 

Births, Marriages and Deaths, at St. Catherine's House, London and that 

there I might find an entry for Joseph. It was 1989 when I set off to see 

what I could discover; I did not realise the mixed emotions of excitement, 

elation, disappointment, sadness and the thrill that the uncovering of each 

successive fact would bring. I was also unprepared for the compulsion 

generated to find more answers to the questions raised by each snippet of 

information found. 

 

Since then I have undertaken a tour of England, Jersey, U.S.A. and even 

Jamaica by armchair, perhaps more accurately, various office-type chairs, 

but more of those places later!  

 

I returned to the beginning to discover what had happened to young 

Joseph. I found the entry of his death in one of the heavy black books at 

St. Catherine’s.  

 

There it stood, written in the elegant hand of some long-gone clerk and 

my journey began in earnest. I filled in the form for a copy certificate as 

requested and took it with my money to the desk. I could hardly wait for 

the next few days to pass to see what the certificate would have to say. 

 

The cause of his death was given as ‘Inflamation’ (sic). I wondered what 

that could have been. Certainly at that time there were frequent outbreaks 

of fever due to lack of proper sanitation and the pollution of streams and 

wells. In the poorer areas sewage was in open pits, the smell must have 

been awful, especially in the summer.  

 

Joseph was the first born of Joseph John PIM and his wife Lucy (née 

HOWES). They lived at No. 8 Oak Place, Frog Moor End, in the Parish 

of Hemel Hempstead, Herts. Joseph John was a millwright, in one of the 

many paper mills which had grown up alongside the rivers Gade and 

Bulbourne, which merge at nearby Two Waters, Apsley. The most well-

known of these is John Dickinson's Mill at Apsley. 

  
                                                                                                           (contd.)                                         
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Lucy's second child was a daughter born on 21
st
 April I837. This little 

girl, also named Lucy, was to be my great grandmother. There were three 

more sons: Henry Joseph, William and John Richard.  

 

By the time John Richard was born at the end of I845 the family had 

moved to Chalk Hill, Bushey, but they still had family in Hemel 

Hempstead as young John was baptised there on 11
th

 June 1846.  

 

Sadly John died, aged only l6 months while they were in Chalk Hill. His 

death certificate names ‘Marasmus’ as the cause of death. This I believe 

to be similar to the modern day ‘failed to thrive’.  
 

Moving on − Beer for Breakfast 

 

At the beginning of my search I knew nothing about the later members of 

the family. I had only the bare knowledge of young Joseph’s birth and 

death, the fact that young Lucy PIM had married James Steward 

BONTEMS and they had brought up nine children, one of these children 

being my maternal grandmother Sarah Jane BONTEMS. My Mother was 

able to tell me the names of all these children, their spouses and children, 

even the addresses of some of them, which was a great help. 

 

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In this picture from a wedding in July 1902, James BONTEMS is on the 

left, Lucy is on the right and my mother is the little girl in the floppy hat. 

I was curious to see whether my PIM family were still in Hemel 

Hempstead in the 1851 census and was disappointed that there was no 

sign of them.  

 

To my amazement I spotted James Steward BONTEMS as a young man 

of 15, working as a Clerk at a Brewery and living with his family in 

Hemel Hempstead High Street.  

 

Because I was looking for the name PIM I nearly overlooked the 

BONTEMS name. My mother remembered her grandparents lived in 

Leicester, where she was born and so far as I am aware, she did not know 

that the BONTEMS family had lived in Hemel Hempstead. 

 

This was my first surprise because, in what appeared to be a remarkable 

coincidence, in the mid 1950s I lived with my parents in Hemel and I 

married in St. John's Church, Boxmoor in I956 

 

With further knowledge I can now see how this happened; through family 

marriages and families returning to the area at a later date, I'm reminded 

of the song ‘life is a circle, no-body knows where the circle ends’. 

 

James’ parents were John Francis BONTEMS and Sarah Batchelor. 

Luckily I found in the I.G.I. their marriage which took place at St. 

Pancras Old Church on 31
st
 December I833. I say fortunate because the 

International Genealogical Index is by no means a complete list and if 

you do find what seems to be your family you must always go to the 

source of the information and check it.  

 

The list is being constantly added to by Mormon Church members who 

copy the details (mainly the baptisms and marriages) from church 

registers into this grand index and arrange them alphabetically and by 

County, Surname and Christian name. As you will see this is a 

tremendous task and we are lucky to be able to refer to this index on 

microfiche in the Mormon’s Family History Centres, record offices and 

some libraries. 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.)  
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Copies of the marriage registers for St. Pancras Old Church are on 

microfilm at the Greater London Record Office and I soon found what I 

was looking for on film X30/32, No. 938. Be warned though, it is not 

always as easy as this! 

 

St. Pancras Old Church 

 

At the beginning of the last century St. Pancras Old Church stood in a 

mostly pastoral landscape, on a grassy knoll, with paths criss-crossing the 

fields. 

 

Copies of the marriage registers for St. Pancras Old Church are on 

microfilm at the Greater London Record Office and I soon found what I 

was looking for on film X30/32, No. 938. Be warned though, it is not 

always as easy as this! 

 

Alterations have been made to the tower over the years but this little 

church still stands on its grassy knoll a short walk from the busy main- 

line station.  

 

Although the church was sandwiched between the railway on one side 

and a main road on the other, it still had the feel and look of a country 

church.  
 

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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There was great consternation in the 1860s when the Midland Railway 

Company wanted to take the old church and the graveyard to build a 

junction between the Metropolitan Railway and Kings Cross Station. 

  

In 1862 an Act of Parliament was passed entitled the ‘St. Giles in-the-

Fields Glebe Act’. There was a public outcry at this proposed desecration 

of the dead. Eventually the Company gave up on some of its plans but 

continued to build the lines across the burial ground with many bodies 

being displaced. 

 

Digressing for a moment, I was interested to find that many poorer 

Frenchmen who fled from persecution in France settled around Somers 

Town, St. Pancras. It has been suggested that France was the origin of the 

BONTEMS family, the name being previously BONTEMPS. I wonder! 

 

Back to the marriage entry which told me that John and Sarah were 

bachelor and spinster and ‘Both of this Parish’. Also they were married 

following Banns and, most importantly, that they both signed their names 

with an educated hand. ‘Both of this Parish’ may not always be strictly 

true because sometimes one of the pair used an address in the same Parish 

as a nominal address so as to avoid having Banns read in both Parishes. 

 

From the 1851 Census at the Public Record Office, Chancery Lane, I 

learned that John Francis was an ‘Accountant, Brewer and Coal 

Merchant’.  His children were born in Brentford; James in 1836, William 

in 1845, Ellen in 1843 but Henrietta was born in Ealing in 1846. This 

directed me to a search of the 1841 census for the Brentford area.  

 

Great excitement, there they were in Clarks Wharf, Old Brentford, with 

John Francis BONTEMS, a School Teacher, wife Sarah, James aged 5, 

William aged 6 months and a female servant.  

 

A bonus was to find the signature of John Francis BONTEMS as 

Registrar, signed on 18th June, 1841. This fact is reinforced with him 

signing the register as Registrar at his son William’s birth. 

 

Now that I knew a little about my family's movements I began to browse 

through directories for other background information. Gradually my 

bookshelf filled with useful books and pamphlets which I could not 

resist!                                                                                                  (contd.) 
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In Pigots Directory for 1839 under Brentford, Middlesex, I found John 

Francis BONTEMS entered twice, one under ‘Booksellers and Stationers’ 

(& Registrar) and the other as a ‘Toy Dealer’.  

 

In the Hertfordshire Almanac of 1856, in Hemel Hempstead Reference 

Library, I found two relevant entries: 

 

Page 50 Provident Building Society - Secretary - Mr. J .F. BONTEMS. 

 

National Freehold Land Society - Agent - Mr. J.F. BONTEMS. 

 

Similar entries follow for the years 1851-55 inclusive. Also in l855 I 

found two further entries for J.F.BONTEMS. This time they were in a 

Herts Directory at the Hertford Record Office. One read ‘BONTEMS, 

John Francis, Brewer, Cotterells’ the other ‘Alliance Fire and Life - John 

Francis BONTEMS. Cotterells’. 

 

These entries and references built a picture of an interesting, busy man. 

One item in particular jogged my memory of something I had heard ‘the 

family had lived in a house in the Cotterells, Hemel Hempstead, with a 

monkey puzzle tree in the garden and that sometimes they had beer for 

breakfast’! This now makes some sort of sense for if the father was a 

brewer maybe they did taste his beer from time to time! 
 

N.B. It is interesting that in 1989 when Barbara began, it was normal to 

travel around the country in order to see all kinds of records. Most of her 

research can now be done at home using a computer and the internet. It 

should be remembered that to find an individual then was a painstaking 

exercise of viewing one or more microfilms/microfiches. Unlike web site 

research, there were no indexes or name boxes to help. After trawling 

through the films any success was followed by a great sense of 

achievement and elation - a definite plus! Also in searching through all 

the entries an idea of the neighbourhood in which the individual lived and 

other family members might be found as happened to Barbara. A bonus 

that is not readily available from indexed searches. 

 
Kenneth Pearce sent us the following snippet:  

Children born in the workhouse at Hillingdon did not have that address 

put on their birth certificates. To avoid any possible stigma in later life, 

their place of birth was recorded as ‘No.1 Colham Green.’ 

Information from the late Robert Reeves, who worked for the Board of 

Guardians in the 1920s. 
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THE EARL of UXBRIDGE 
By Robert Adamthwaite 

 

 

My wife Joan (Hoffman) was born in Lawn Road, Uxbridge and after our 

wedding we lived in Iver Heath then Uxbridge and Cowley for a period of 

twelve years. We left Andover Close on Uxbridge Moor in 1968 for 

Waltham Abbey, fourteen years later we moved to Kent where we spent 

30 years before moving to our present home in Staffordshire to be near to 

our family. 

 

When we were house hunting in Cannock Wood, near Lichfield, we were 

surprised to see a pub named The Uxbridge Arms in nearby Chasetown 

and places and roads named Paget and Anglesey. After buying a 

bungalow in Cannock Wood we visited nearby Hednesford (pronounced 

Hensford) and to our surprise saw a garage named Uxbridge Motors in 

Uxbridge Street and a takeaway named Uxbridge Cantonese Chinese 

Takeaway Ltd!  

 

This made us curious as to why the name of Uxbridge was so common in 

this area. Later we discovered, about four hundred yards from our 

bungalow, the entrance to The Beaudesert Estate (Beautiful Wilderness). 

Part of the estate, which overlooks Hednesford, is now a golf course and 

the part that contains the remains of Beaudesert House is now a venture 

camping ground. The Beaudesert Estate was once the seat of The Earl of 

Uxbridge.   

                                              Beaudesert House                                   
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Following the dissolution of the monasteries, Bishop Sampson of 

Coventry was forced to surrender his estate and lands in Staffordshire to 

Henry VIII. The instigator of this was William Paget, born 1505 in 

London and King Henry’s Secretary of State. As a reward the King made 

William the 1
st
 Baron Beaudesert and gave him the lands together with 

the episcopal manor house of Beaudesert, ‘a building of some size and 

importance’. The original summer palace of the Bishop, it was greatly 

enlarged over the years and became a very important stately home 

featuring some of the best examples of contemporary architecture.  

 

On William’s death in 1568 his son, Henry became the 2
nd

 Baron and 

greatly improved Beaudesert Hall. Henry had no male issue so, on his 

death, his brother Thomas became the 3
rd

 Baron. The title then passed 

through successive generations of Thomas’ sons until 1714 when another 

Henry, who was by now the 7th Baron Beaudesert, also became the 1
st
 

Earl of Uxbridge (Uxbridge because the family seat was in Middlesex). 

 

This Henry had two sons; Thomas followed by Henry. Thomas died 

before his father so Henry became the 8
th

 Baron and the 2
nd

 Earl of 

Uxbridge following the father’s death. This Henry died without issue and 

the Earldom was extinguished. 

 

In 1769 the title of 9
th
 Baron Beaudesert passed to another Henry (1744 to 

1812). He was the son of Sir Nicholas Bayly of Plas Newydd, Anglesey 

and Caroline, the grand daughter of the 6
th
 Baron’s brother. This Henry 

thereafter assumed the name of Paget together with the 2
nd

 creation of the 

title, 1
st
 Earl of Uxbridge. His son Henry, the 2

nd
 Earl, became known as 

The Waterloo Earl. 

 

In 1815 the Marquisate of Anglesey was created in recognition of the 

crucial part the 2
nd

 Earl (second creation) of Uxbridge, Henry William 

Paget, played in the victory at the Battle of Waterloo. Henry was second 

in command to the Duke of Wellington and during the battle Henry lost a 

leg.  

 

According to tradition, Uxbridge famously exclaimed to the Duke of 

Wellington, “By God Sir! I've lost my leg”, the Duke is supposed to have 

replied “By God Sir, so you have”. After the battle the leg was coffined 

and buried under a commemorative plaque. Henry was then fitted with 

the first articulated wooden leg ever made. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Here the 7
th

 Marquis of Angelsey shows the leg! 

 

Henry died on 29
th

 April 1854 at Uxbridge House, London and his body 

was borne through the streets of London to Kings Cross Station for a 

special train to Lichfield. Queen Victoria and Prince Albert together with 

sixty noblemen and gentry were amongst the mourners.  

 

After WW1, taxation and the poor financial climate forced the family to 

cease living on the Beaudesert Estate and in 1920 they had to sell. They 

moved to their summer home, Plas Newydd House located on Anglesey, 

which overlooked the beautiful Menai Straits. 

 

The American artist Whistler was a house guest there and produced many 

items of artistic merit, the most impressive was a huge mural showing 

buildings and scenes from his travels in Europe. The mural and his other 

works are well preserved and attract many visitors today. 

 

The house and Beaudesert estate were put up for sale in 1932. There were 

no bidders but 2,010 acres of the estate were sold. 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Much of it passed to the Forestry Commission and eventually it was 

absorbed into Cannock Chase. Eventually the house was sold in 1935 to a 

demolition company for £800. They were given fifteen years to demolish 

the building but they went out of business during WW2 and the building 

was left in ruins. 

 

Plas Newydd in Anglesey is now owned by the National Trust but it 

remains the home of the 8
th
 Marquis of Anglesey/9th Earl of Uxbridge 

and last year he was married in the house.  

 

In November 2017 together with his new wife he paid his first ever visit 

to the Beaudesert Estate. As a result he deposited, with The Beaudesert 

Trust, copies of documents from King Edward VI, Mary Tudor, Mary and 

Philip II and Elizabeth I which confirmed Henry Paget's position as 

Baron Beaudesert and the holder of extensive lands in Staffordshire. 

 

What is left of Beaudesert Hall is listed as a Grade 2, 16
th

 Century Ruin 

and any changes or improvements would be impossibly expensive. 

 

The Pagets served in high offices of state and government over the 

centuries and I hope this brief account of The Earl of Uxbridge title and 

Beaudesert Hall is not too confusing.  

 

N.B. Robert also said that any information about the Pagets of West 

Drayton would be welcomed. 
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A BRICK WALL DEMOLISHED BY A TEENAGE ROMANCE 

By Giz F. Marriner 
 

 

Do you find, as you work through your family history research, that you 

develop a particular affection for certain family members? For me John 

MARRINER (1809-1854) and his wife, Martha, are one couple of whom 

I am rather fond.  

 

John was a brother of my 2x great grandfather, Richard, and the eldest of 

ten children born to John MARRINER (snr) and his wife Catherine. John 

snr was a first generation lighterman based in Old Brentford, Middlesex. 

Of the six surviving children the four brothers followed in their father’s 

footsteps to become lightermen (three of them being apprenticed to their 

father) and both sisters married into other watermen families from 

Brentford.   

 

The children of John MARRINER snr that survived childhood. 

 

John (jnr) and Martha GOWLETT married in St. Paul’s Church, 

Hammersmith on the 26
th
 February 1837 and the 1861 census tells us that 

she was born in Uxbridge; perhaps they met whilst John was working 

along the Grand Junction Canal. Although there was clearly an extensive 

GOWLETT family living in Uxbridge at the time I could never find the 

baptism of a Martha GOWLETT of the right age there.  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The couple were destined never to have children of their own but, 

according to the 1841 census, they lived on the Thames waterfront in the 

notoriously insalubrious Thames Row, Old Brentford (near to his parents 

and the rest of his family). There they were with two young girls: 2 year 

old Maria MOLES and 12 year old Elizabeth PEARCE.  

 

Maria was easy to identify for she was John’s niece, the daughter of his 

sister, Maria. She had died of childbirth related problems six days after 

the birth her first child. Her death was registered not by her husband but 

by her brother John. He together with his wife, Martha, undertook the 

care of the child (you see why I have a soft spot for this couple). 

 

But, who was Elizabeth PEARCE? Although both John’s younger 

brothers, Richard and Edward, were to marry PEARCE girls, 

(respectively, Mary from Uxbridge and Mary Ann a member of a family 

of watermen in Brentford) these events were well in the future. I couldn’t 

see an immediate link although both came from large families and even 

had sisters called Elizabeth. 

 

I found no trace of John and Martha in the 1851 census, but Maria 

MOLES was with John’s brother Richard and his wife, Mary née 

PEARCE. I presume John was working on the canal and Martha was 

probably helping, which was a pretty common state of affairs in 

lighterman families. 

 

Then in 1854 disaster struck when John, aged just 45, drowned in the 

Grand Junction Canal at Hayes. At the subsequent coroner’s inquest 

apparently no-one could say how he landed up in the canal: whether he 

slipped and fell, was drunk or was pushed, but his body was brought back 

to Brentford where he was buried at St. George’s. 

 

Martha was now alone and the 1861 census recorded her in North Street, 

Brentford, earning her living as a laundress. With her was Maria MOLES, 

also working as a laundress but now with an illegitimate son, one year old 

Thomas MOLES. Maria’s father, John MOLES, was also with them 

entered as a lodger.  

 

By 1871 all had changed. John MOLES had died of TB in 1865, Maria 

MOLES had married William Field in 1868 and Martha MARRINER 

was nowhere to be found. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.)  
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I could not find a burial for her and nor could I find a second marriage. I 

felt I wanted to know both what had happened to her and just what her 

beginnings were.  

 

My next move was to contact the Hillingdon Family History Society and 

Alan Rowland kindly came to my rescue. Whilst he did not find Martha’s 

baptism he turned up two vital pieces of evidence that I had missed that 

enabled me to find her for myself. 

 

The first piece of evidence was the baptism of an illegitimate child, 

James, born to one Martha GOWLETT on 2
nd

 March 1828 and baptised 

at St. John the Baptist, Hillingdon. At last I had evidence for the existence 

of a Martha GOWLETT about the right age in the Uxbridge area. Sadly 

the infant was buried on 5
th

 March of the following year so poor Martha 

had endured not only the ignominy of giving birth to an illegitimate child 

but also the grief associated with his loss shortly after his first birthday. 

 

Marriage of Martha Marriner to Thomas Richards, 31
st
 August 1868 

 

The final piece of the puzzle was provided by a second marriage for 

Martha MARRINER, née GOWLETT. I had restricted my searches to the 

Brentford area but Alan looked further afield and found the marriage, see 

above, between Martha MARRINER (widow) and Thomas Richards 

(widower and a beadle by profession) in St Anne’s, Kew, just across the 

Thames from Brentford on 31
st
 August 1868, a month before Maria 

MOLES married William FIELD. This little piece of gold dust named 

Martha’s father as Thomas not GOWLETT, but PIERCE and that enabled 

me to find Martha’s baptism. 

 

The penny now dropped with an almighty clang!                             (contd.)  
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I already knew that Richard, brother to John jnr, had married Mary 

PEARCE from Uxbridge. Mary came from a large family of twelve 

children of whom the eldest, Martha, was born in 1810 and the youngest, 

Elizabeth, in 1829 and all were baptised in the Chapelry of St. Margaret, 

Hillingdon with parents Thomas PEARCE and Anne.  

 

I had been unable to find the marriage of the parents because I had 

assumed that they had married before Martha’s birth in 1810 but there 

was a marriage between Thomas PIERCE and Ann GOWLETT on the 

23
rd

 March 1813. 

 

It had taken place with their parent’s consent at St. John the Baptist, 

Hillingdon and this suddenly assumed great significance. Because the 

marriage had not taken place until after Martha’s birth she was of course 

Martha GOWLETT and not Martha PEARCE. In fact by the time it 

finally did take place Anne was already pregnant with their second child, 

William. Both children were baptised together about four months after the 

wedding with parents given as Thomas and Anne PEARCE. The only 

difference between the two entries is that the date of Martha’s birth is also 

given (see further on).  

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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This made her full sister to my 2 x great grandmother, Mary PEARCE 

and identifies the Elizabeth PEARCE that was with Martha and John at 

the time of the 1841 census as her youngest sister; the dates fitted 

perfectly.  

 

But why, since the couple seemed singularly determined on the union, 

was it delayed for three years? 

 

Obviously the couple were under age as they needed parental consent. I 

searched for possible candidates and found an Anne GOWLATE baptised 

29
th
 January 1797 at St. John the Baptist, Hillingdon, parents Will and M 

(Mary?). That could make her as young as 13 when Martha was born and 

12 when she became pregnant.  

 

The only other candidate was Anne, daughter of Richard and Phoebe 

GOWLATE but she was one of a set of twins and both babies died within 

weeks of their birth, a common outcome for twins as they were that much 

smaller and less well equipped to survive the rigors and hardships of the 

times, especially the winters.  

 

Thomas was a bit older being baptised at the same church on 16
th
 April 

1794 the son of William and Mary PEIRCE (all spellings as given in the 

registers) so the youngest he could have been was 16. So it was perhaps 

not surprising that the parents initially withheld their consent although, as 

Alan pointed out to me, it was perfectly legal for a girl to marry as young 

as 12, and a boy at 14, with parental consent. How a boy of 14 could 

support a wife and family is another thing to bear in mind.  

 

There is a further point to be made here; in the various censuses and 

registers Thomas’ profession, though sometimes given as labourer, it was 

more usually given very specifically as rake maker. Did this mean he had 

served an apprenticeship? If so this would be another reason to withhold 

permission for the marriage. Under an apprenticeship the master was 

responsible for housing, feeding and clothing his apprentice and that 

would probably not have included a wife and child. In fact ‘got married’ 

was just one of the reasons given in the records of the Company of 

Thames Watermen and Lightermen for apprentices not completing their 

training. Others included were ‘died’, ‘drowned’ and ‘ran away’. (Mind 

you, some of my watermen ancestors did marry during their 

apprenticeships; it probably depended on the master.  
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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One final point: I can’t help but notice that the young couple actually 

married at St. John the Baptist but had all their children baptised at St. 

Margaret, which may just happen to reflect where they eventually lived 

but may also reflect a wish to conceal the fact that they had anticipated 

the marriage. Furthermore, by delaying Martha’s baptism until after the 

marriage it avoided the stigma of base born or illegitimate being entered 

in her baptismal entry. 

 

 

Baptisms of Martha and William Pearce, 21st July 1813 

 

While it may not be a problem in our time the unfortunate mother of an 

illegitimate child in the 19
th
 century tended to have a pretty rough time. 

 

So the discovery of a teenage romance helped me not only to find my 3 x 

great grandparents, but also to extend my family history by seven 

generations back to the civil war.  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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My task was made easier because the GOWLETTs have been pretty 

thoroughly researched by several people and all I had to do was to 

confirm their work.  

 

In doing so I found one other little snippet; almost a hundred years earlier 

Anne’s 2 x great grandparents (William GOWLETT and Sarah 

Lawrence) had married clandestinely in Uxbridge on 21
st
 January 

1716/17. He was 14 so I assume Sarah was about the same age. I just 

wonder if this was known to Anne GOWLATE and Thomas PIERCE. 

 

Martha lived to the age of 85 and died in Brentford in 1895. 

 

 

 

 

 

A TALK ─ INSURANCE AND FAMILY HISTORY 

By John Symons 

 

 

Derek Morris was the speaker for the final meeting of the year held 

jointly with the Hillingdon U3A Family History Group on Tuesday 13
th
 

November 2018.  

 

Derek was a geophysicist with a keen interest in the social history of the 

East End of London and who has written books on the subject.  

 

Another strand of his work is the indexing of the records of the Sun Fire 

Office Insurance Company held at the London Metropolitan Archives 

(LMA) and this was the subject of his talk.  

 

The Sun was one of the four main London based companies used to 

insure property along with the Hand in Hand, The Royal Exchange and 

the Phoenix Fire Office. The Sun however was one of the largest and has 

the most comprehensive collection of policies available. Whilst based in 

London the insured properties could be anywhere in England which 

makes the availability of these records of potential interest to many 

family historians. The deposited policy records held at the LMA cover the 

period 1710-1863. 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Earlier indexing projects had already taken place; a card index to personal 

names in Sun policy registers, 1714-1731 (Ms 17817), compiled by Alan 

Redstone, is available at LMA. It is arranged by county and 

alphabetically by name of policy holder within each county. Also 

available at LMA is a microfiche index to Sun and Royal Exchange 

policy registers, 1775-87 (Ms 24172), compiled by Professor R. Floud, 

students at Birkbeck College and financed by the ESRC. 

 

The current project named ‘A Place in the Sun’ started some fifteen years 

ago financed by a Heritage Lottery Fund grant for computers uses with a 

small team of transcribers including Derek. The policies are held in 

volumes of which there are 1,262 and within each volume there are 

between 1,300 and 2,200 policy abstracts which indicates the scale of the 

project. The indexes are searchable through the LMA’s online catalogue 

and will cover the period 1710-1862 when complete. 

  

The register entries show: 

 

Name; Address;  Occupation; 

 

Other properties with addresses 

 

Value 

 

Special Conditions 

 

Construction Type  

 

They do not however show other details from the policies such as 

insurance values and premiums but an idea of typical values from that 

time would be: 

 

Houses: £100 to £2,000  Goods: £20 to £500 

  

Plate: £10 to £100  Books: £10 to £3,000 

 

Clothes: £10 to £500  Glass: £10 to £50 

 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Searching with these criteria is possible using the LMA catalogue which 

may be found at: 

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/london-metropolitan-

archives/Pages/search.aspx 

The key point note is to add the word ‘insured’ to any other search phrase 

used, for example in conjunction with a name or a place such as 

‘Hillingdon insured’ to provide a list of policies connected with 

Hillingdon. Once you have identified a policy connected with your family 

a visit to the LMA will be required to view the original document. You 

may order the documents from their website once you obtain a History 

Card. The LMA permits photography of documents for a daily fee. 

 

Earlier tranches of records will also be found on The National Archives 

Discovery Catalogue taken from the old Access to Archives database. 

This is where our regular contributor and Australian member Colyn 

Storer found a policy for her William Spicer (who was born in Ruislip in 

1787), see transcript below: 

 

Policy register - ref. MS 11936/517 - date: 1828-1830 item - ref. MS 

11936/517/1086481 - date: 4 February 1829 

Insured: William Spicer 13 and 14 Tower Street St Martin's Lane 

victualler and wine and spirit merchant 

 

Policy register - ref. MS 11936/520 - date: 1828-1830 item: - ref. MS 

11936/520/1086964 - date: 18 February 1829 

 

FILE - Policy register - ref. MS 11936/531 - date: 1831-1832 

item: [no title] - ref. MS 11936/531/1141258 - date: 10 May 1832 [from 

Scope and Content] 

Insured: William Spicer, 13 and 14 Tower Street St Martins Lane, 

victualler and wine and spirit merchant 

 

I also looked for family members who may have either bought policies or 

who were named as occupiers of insured properties. Curiously whilst I 

was not able to quickly identify any of my local family, Samuel Symons 

from Cornwall does appear as a policy holder: 

 

Title  

Insured: Samuel Symons, St Minver, Cornwall gent 

Reference Code CLC/B/192/F/001/MS11936/361/560356 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Level 

Item 

Date 1789 Aug 22 

From Collection 

ROYAL AND SUN ALLIANCE INSURANCE GROUP 

 

This is almost certainly my 3x great grandfather as I already knew he 

took on the lease of properties in 1789. It demonstrates that people from 

the remotest parts of the country may have policies issued in London. 

 

The history below only relates to Sun Insurance Office Limited. For the 

histories of subsidiary companies and companies which merged with Sun 

Insurance please see their sub-fonds entries (CLC/B/192-02 to -37). 

 

Colyn also took photographs of the old Sun Fire Office building in 

Canterbury, Kent and a close up of a plaque which was affixed to 

buildings to denote they were entitled to protection in case of a fire before 

a national fire service was introduced.  

 

It is worth emphasizing 

that the project is ongoing, 

so if you don’t find 

anybody now it is worth 

checking back in a year or 

two.  

 

Even if they were of 

modest means it is still 

quite possible for them to 

appear.  
                               (contd.) 
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This interesting talk by Derek has brought this worthwhile project to our 

attention. He also provided a reading list for those who want to explore 

the topic further (the Information Leaflet from the LMA is recommended 

and may be viewed online or downloaded).  

 

Reading List: INSURANCE AND PROPERTY 

 

D. Barnett London, Hub of the Industrial Revolution; A Revisionary 

History, 1775 – 1825, 1998.  

 

This book contains an exhaustive statistical analysis of the insurance 

policies covering the myriad industries of London at the end of the 18th 

century. It covers the major industries such as brewing, sugar refining, the 

role of women and many other topics. Very useful if you want to 

understand the range in insured property values for particular trades, e.g. 

drapers, shoemakers, hat makers, etc. 

 

H. A. L. Cockerell & E. Green The British insurance business, 1547-

1970; an introduction and guide to historical records in the United 

Kingdom, 1976 

 

P. G. M. Dickson  The Sun Insurance Office, 1710-1960, 1960 

 

A. Evans Local and Family History from Fire Insurance 

 policies for the Eighteenth and Nineteenth 

 Centuries, Vol. 1, Wandsworth, 2001 

 

D. T. Hawkings Fire Insurance Records for Family and Local 

 Histories, 1696 to 1920, 2003  

 Contains many examples of fire insurance 

 policies 

 

LMA Information Leaflet 48, Fire Insurance Records 

 Download from LMA Resource Guides 

 

D. B. Morris The Benefits of Insurance: House History in 

 Mile End Old Town in Ancestors, Issue 13, 

 April/May 2003. Published by The National 

 Archives, Kew 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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D. B. Morris Fitzhugh House, Mile End Old Town, Stepney, 1738 - 1849, 

Newsletter, No. 48, May 1999, London Topographical Society 

 

D. Morris Labourers and Insurance, Cockney Ancestor, 

 The East of London Family 

 History Society, No. 133, Winter 2011 pp.10-11 

 

D. Morris and Huguenots and Housing:      Insurance and Land 

K. Cozens Tax 1740-1840, Huguenot Families No. 18 June 

 2008 The Huguenot Society of Great Britain 

 and Ireland 

 

R. Pearson Insuring the Industrial Revolution: fire 

 insurance in Great Britain, 1700-1850, 2004. 

 

C. Trebilcock Phoenix Assurance and the development of 

 British Insurance, Vol. 1, 1782-1870, 1985. 

 

 
 
 

A TALK ─ THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES 

COMMISSION 

By John Symons 
 

 

On Tuesday 22
nd

 January for the joint meeting with the Hillingdon U3A 

Family History Group our speaker was Fiona Smith from the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. She explained how the 

Commission, originally the Imperial War Graves Commission, was set up 

in 1917 as a memorial to all those who had fallen during World War One. 

This was subsequently extended to cover those who died in World War 

Two. 

 

She explained how the underlying principles were established from the 

outset, that there should be no repatriation and that there must be equality 

of rank and religion. The memorials themselves follow similar 

architectural and other design features no matter where they are located. 

There are some 1.7 million recorded graves worldwide maintained by the 

CWGC who will continue to do so in perpetuity.  

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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There are also naval memorials at Chatham, Portsmouth and Plymouth 

and for the Royal Air Force at Runnymede. 

 

Full details will be found on the web site www.cwgc.org Family 

historians can use this site to search for those who died during the 

conflicts and memorial certificates are available for display. 

 

 

 

  

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 

Thank you to all members who returned 

their renewal forms with their 2019 

subscription. There were however many  

who didn’t which makes my job much 

harder so if all members would kindly 

remember this for next year it will be 

much appreciated.  

 

Many thanks to all those who made a donation they all help to keep our 

society running for everyone. 

 

The total number of members for 2018 was 170 so once again I must 

stress that we need new members. Please encourage anyone you know 

(young or not so young) who may have an interest in their family to join 

us. 

 

Finally thank you to all members for the many Christmas Cards and 

letters of appreciation sent to me and the committee. 

 

REJOIN 
 

G51 Mrs. Patricia Gilks 

Email: gilks7@btinternet.com 

17 The Avenue, Ickenham, 

Middlesex. UB10 8NR 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

 

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 

answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 
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HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

OBITUARY 

 

It is with great sadness that we have to announce the death of June Heyd 

(H19) who died on 21
st
 December 2018. 

 

June was a long time member who regularly attended our meetings. Our 

thoughts are with Ray and the family. 
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The Wicked Trade                                               Nathan Dylan Goodwin.  

Paperback                                                              Publisher: Create Space 

Approximate price: £8.99                                         ISBN 9781977083845  

 
 

This is the 7
th

 book in the series 

which follows the adventures of 

the forensic genealogist Morton 

Farrier. Morton is once again 

given an assignment which this 

time involves smuggling on the 

borders of Kent and Sussex in 

the 1820s and in particular the 

life of Ann Fothergill.   

 

As before stories from his family 

life continue to appear 

throughout the book.   

 

Nathan has once again produced 

an excellent book which will 

appeal, not only for those 

interested in genealogy, but also 

to anyone who enjoys a good 

read.  

  

I shall certainly look forward to 

reading his next book!  Gill May 
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BOOK ADVERTISMENT 
 

 

 

This compelling book tells the story of a young boy's progress through 

the Second World War, whilst learning to live with his dysfunctional 

family and coping with the disruption of wartime Britain.                                                                           

                                                                                                           (contd.)                                            
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It also reveals his surprising connection with Ian Fleming's Special 

Forces intelligence-gathering, Royal Marine Commandos and the origin 

of ‘a licence to kill’. His father was one of the first men to be selected 

alter volunteering for ‘very hazardous service’ so the author met many of 

these brave men and reveals hitherto untold stories of their exploits.  

It becomes clear how, through the experience of his intelligence-

gathering unit, Ian Fleming knew of the dangerous missions undertaken 

by these courageous soldiers fighting their way through enemy lines to 

obtain classified German secrets and of the many devices they used on 

their clandestine missions. This helped him create the character of James 

Bond. 

 

Published by Austin Macauley Publishers, for £6.29, it is also available 

from Amazon, Kindle Store, eBay and Waterstones 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     

BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 

CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 

EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 

HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 

FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 

HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 

HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 

KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 

LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 

MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 

NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   

RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 

SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 

TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 

WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 

WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 

WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 
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Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     

HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the Church is on the side of 

the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 

Uxbridge Library (6
th

 floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 



 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

OFFICERS 

President Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 

 

Chairman Ian Harvey 01895 635230 

 24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middlesex. UB10 8NP 

 

Vice Chair John Symons 01895 677722 

 11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 7RQ 

 

Vice Chair Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 9QX 

 

Secretary Gill May 01753 885602 

 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 

 

Treasurer Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Librarian Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 

 43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex. UB5 4AT 

 

Membership Patricia Reynolds 01895 444442 

 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 

 

Programme      Anne Moss                                                         01895 263669  

Secretary          20 Churchill Close, Hillingdon, Middlesex.  UB10 0EA                  

 

Projects Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 9QW 

 

Publicity Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 
 

Journal Editors         John Symons, Alan Rowland 
 

 

Website: www.hfhs.org.uk  Email: enquiries@hfhs.org.uk 
 

Printed by:                      EVOLVE        01923 774111 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


