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PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
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Unless stated otherwise all meetings take place at 
Hillingdon Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road,  

Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9EL 
Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 
Thursday 19th January 

 
Ian Harvey and 

John Symons 
‘Family History Sources on the 
        Internet: An Update’  

Thursday 16th February 
 

Tony Mitchell ‘Belmont House and Its People’ 
Power Point presentation 

Thursday 15th March 
 

A.G.M. To Follow: 
‘Uxbridge Past’, a short film 

Thursday 19th April 
 

Michael Gandy ‘Country Poor and Town Poor’ 

Thursday 17th May 
 

Barry Twigg ‘Sixty Years of Marvellous Modern 
Monarchy and More to Come’: 

illustrated talk. 
Thursday 21st June 

 
Colin Oakes ‘Oranges and Lemons’; the 

Churches of the Nursery Rhyme. 
Thursday 19th July 

 
Ken Pearce ‘Hillingdon and the Olympic 

Games’; 1908 and 1948. 
AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 20th  
September 

David Annal ‘Counting the People’: 
census returns online. 

Thursday 18th October 
 

OPEN 
EVENING 

‘INTERESTING  
MEMBERS’ 

 

Thursday 15th 
November 

 

 
Ian Harvey 

 

‘Spon Street: The Spoken Word 
and Family History’ 

DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 
meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
 
 
Just before Easter my wife’s Aunt died. 
 
I am sure you are now thinking, why did I join a family history society 
that opens its journal with such a gloomy bulletin?………please bear 
with me. 
 
My wife’s Aunt was 95. She had lived a very long and intellectually 
vigorous life and mentally she was as sharp as a tack right up to the end.  
The body just wore out and she passed away in her sleep having spent a 
contented day with her niece (my wife’s sister). 
 
All this set me thinking about Death Certificates.  As family historians I 
suspect we all get into the rut (in fact we are told to) of ‘find the birth 
certificate; determine parents; find the marriage certificate (and age at 
marriage); find the birth certificates and fathers of the marrying couple; 
and so on’. Birth, marriage, birth, marriage; the odd bit of census for 
seasoning; and more birth and marriage. 
 
I will wager that the biggest gap in our members’ records relates to Death 
Certificates. In establishing our family trees we are usually more 
concerned in going back and less in determining when a particular 
individual dies (which in a peculiar way is getting to a certain point in the 
past and returning forwards). With the cost of certificates now running at 
over £9.00 we are less inclined to dabble with ordering a certificate when 
we know, from perhaps another source, that the individual died in 
approximately 1860 or 1910 or thereabouts. 
 
The National Burial Index (a copy of which is in the Research Room) is 
helpful but it doesn’t tell you the cause of death and so a Death 
Certificate can really be one of the most honest and insightful records of 
the lives and circumstances of our ancestors. The cause of death can often 
be an indicator of their lifestyle or the environment in which they lived.  
The certificate also gives the name of the informant.  If the latter is not an 
obvious family member then that could open up a completely new line of 
enquiry. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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As to causes of death, I have dipped into my archive and (in no particular 
order and on both the paternal and maternal sides) can report: cerebral 
thrombosis (1964); infirmity (1842); apoplexy – 24 hours (1875); decay 
(1862); Phthisis – 10 months (i.e. TB) (1865); enteric fever (i.e. typhoid) 
(1885); inflammation in the chest (1839); cerebral meningitis (1865) and 
so on. Oh and one chronic alcoholism debility (1887), he was a 19th 
Century publican. 
 
The saddest was little James Ilsley age 2 in 1863 who died of ‘exhaustion 
and inflammation of lungs caused by burns accidentally received’.  This 
happened in Reading and when I paid a visit to the record office 
www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk I was actually able to read the 
Coroner’s report: 
 
‘….to wit at 19 Commercial Hall, Coley Terrace, the said James Ilsley by 
the accidental taking of fire to his clothes did casually and by misfortune 
receive divers burns on divers parts of his body of which he then and 
there and also at the Hospital did languish and languishing did live until 
the 3rd day of April in the year aforesaid at the Hospital, when the said 
James Ilsley from exhaustion and inflammation of the lungs caused by the 
burns aforesaid did die and so the jurors aforesaid upon the oath 
aforesaid do say that the said James Ilsley in manner and by means 
aforesaid accidentally casually and by misfortune came to his death and 
not otherwise.’ 
 
Here then is an example not of a birth certificate leading you to a 
marriage certificate but a death certificate leading you to another record 
entirely. 
 
Death certificates should therefore not be overlooked as they can provide 
some useful clues for family history.   
 
Having said that, my wife’s Aunt’s (US) death certificate gives the cause 
of death as: 
 

‘Ceased to thrive’. 
 

This is probably a fair comment given her age and infirmity – but I 
wonder if Barry Twigg would have allowed them to get away with that at 
the Hillingdon Register Office? 
 
                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
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EDITORS’ JOTTINGS 
 
 

Colyn Storer emailed from Australia with some information for Jenny 
Mundy re. her article in the March edition ‘Searching for the Ballentines 
– An Update’; Colyn looked up the distance from Sydney to Inverell, 
found it to be 386 miles (or an 8 hour + journey) and felt therefore that 
Inverell is not ‘not too far’ from Sydney. 
 

She also provided the following information which may be useful for our 
readers;  N.S.W. B.D.M. indexes have been on line for more than 7 years 
now with restricted dates and are free; Births to 1911, Deaths to 1981 and 
Marriages to 1961. These have longer periods of coverage than Ancestry 
and are much easier to search. 
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From 1st April, historic certificates (those that we use for our genealogical 
research) ordered from local registrar's offices will each cost £10. 
 
There is no change to the cost (£9.25) of certificates obtained online from 
the national G.R.O. for England and Wales at Southport. 

 
 
Non member Denise WHITTINGTON in Oxford (brought up in Hayes) 
discovered the following in researching the name of WHITTINGTON. 
 

Marriage of Richard WHITTINGTON of the parish of Hillingdon in the 
County of Middlesex, bachelor and Hannah MATTINGLY of this parish, 
spinster, by Licence on the 11th August 1765 at Christchurch Spitalfields 
with St. Mary and St. Stephen.  
 

Anyone interested please respond via email   hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 
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WILLIAM GILES EAST (1866 – 1932) ROWING COACH 
AND AUTHOR (PART 2) 

 
 
In my first article about William Giles EAST (see March 2012 journal) I 
explained that my ancestor was a waterman and that he was also well 
known in the rowing world. World here could be taken literally as he 
travelled to the U.S.A. to take part in ‘Waterless Rowing’ races. This 
article takes his story on to his death in 1932.   
 
Watermen required great skill to negotiate the strong currents of the river 
Thames and those who were eager to demonstrate their prowess 
competed with each other for wagers.   
 
It was from these origins that the Doggett’s Coat and Badge Race 
evolved. This was a race from ‘The Swan’ at London Bridge to ‘The 
Swan’ at Chelsea, a distance of four miles and seven furlongs, which 
involved six newly qualified watermen i.e. within a year of completing 
their apprenticeship. The coat is scarlet and the badge silver. 
 

The first race was held 
on the 1st August 1715 
to commemorate the 
first anniversary of the 
accession of King 
George I to the British 
Throne.  
 

The tradition continues 
today and is thought to 
be the oldest sports 
contest in the world. 
The 298th Race was                 

  Doggetts Coat        rowed in July 2011.              Typical  Waterman 
      & Badge                                  
Public Schools began to take an interest in rowing early in the                                    
19th century and clubs were founded at Westminster in 1813 and Eton in 
1816, coached by Thames watermen. Many of these pupils pursued their 
hobby whilst at university and the sport was soon established at Oxford 
and Cambridge eventually giving rise to the present day University Boat 
Race.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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After leaving university these gentlemen amateurs continued their sport at 
private clubs, the earliest of which was the famous Leander Club, 
founded in 1818. 
 
William Giles EAST was much in demand as a rowing coach. At the time 
of his appointment as King’s Bargemaster in 1901, the Richmond and 
Twickenham Times reported that William ‘... is probably the busiest man 
on the river today. Many of our best amateur scullers have been coached 
by him and he is still the Cambridge University Thames Waterman, a post 
he has filled for some years’.   
 
There is an interesting snippet of newsreel film, from 1930, on the British 
Pathé website entitled ‘Showing the Best Way Home’. The film shows 
‘The King's Bargemaster, Bill EAST, shows Cambridge cox, R.E. 
Swartwout, the tides on the Thames from Putney to Mortlake, London’. 
The British Pathé website is well worth a visit, with something to interest 
everyone (even if it isn’t W.G. EAST!) www.britishpathe.com 
 
 

                                   William in his sculling boat                            (contd.)                          
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William also coached many individual pupils. Possibly the most famous 
and successful of these was Rupert Edward Cecil Guinness (1874 – 
1967), of the famous stout-making dynasty, who joined Thames Rowing 
Club whilst a Cambridge undergraduate. 
 
Rupert won the Diamond Challenge Sculls at Henley in 1895 and 1896 
and the Wingfield Sculls (Thames amateur sculling championship, from 
Putney to Mortlake) in 1896.  On the death of his father in 1927 Rupert, 
as the 2nd Earl of Iveagh, became president of the National Amateur 
Rowing Association.  
 
As a token of his appreciation for William’s rowing tutelage, when he 
eventually became head of the firm Rupert made William the landlord of 
the Three Pigeons public house (later the Pigeons Hotel) in Richmond, 
Surrey. In this role William was a popular, well known figure in 
Richmond for 28 years until he died in 1932.   
 
Prior to his participation in the coronation of King Edward VII in June 
1902, William was interviewed by The Richmond Herald. William made 
reference to the New York road sculling race of 1888 and he made it 
quite clear that he had been frustrated because his machine constantly 
broke down and he was unable to ‘show his mettle’. He too returned to 
England through illness and said significantly ‘I am not keen on going to 
America again’. This explains why he didn’t accept the challenge from 
the American oarsman Wallace Ross (see my first article). 
 
One of William’s aristocratic pupils was Prince Chichibu, son of Emperor 
Taisho of Japan. There is a short piece of silent newsreel on the British 
Pathé site, from July 1925, showing the Prince ‘. . . studying English 
conditions at Oxford (he was at Magdalen College), learning sculling 
under tutorship of the King’s Bargemaster’. Unfortunately this coaching 
assignment was brought to an abrupt halt when the Prince was called 
home on the death of his father in January 1927. 
 
William was one of the founders of the Richmond Boxing Day Charity 
Regatta first held in 1908. As a lifetime supporter of the charity William 
joined the committee as Honorary Treasurer, a post he held until his 
death.  
 
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Chairman of the Committee, Capt. H. G. Alaway, said of William ‘In 
the Boxing Day Regatta the cause of charity, always so dear to his heart, 
found an abundant outlet for his efforts. Always generous, ever 
courteous, he gave it his whole-hearted support, and his house (the 
Pigeons Hotel) for 25 years was always at the disposal of the committee 
for their meetings and other purposes. He was the soul of honour and a 
great teacher’. 
 
William wrote a book, ‘Rowing and Sculling’ published in 1904 by C. 
Arthur Pearson.  Some excerpts from the book provide an interesting and 
sometimes amusing insight into the training schedules of oarsmen over a 
century ago;   
 
‘ON TRAINING – Rowing stands alone, in that the exercise in the boat, 
in addition to walking, is all that is required to get the oarsman fit.  A 
rowing man should not confine his preparation entirely to the strict 
training period; he should keep fairly fit through the winter if he desires 
to be at his best in the spring and summer.  To this end he should row 
leisurely once or twice a week if convenient and practise ball-punching, 
skipping and Indian clubs. Indian club swinging is possibly the best of 
exercises for oarsmen during the winter months. 
 
ON BOILS – If there is any weakness or impurity in the blood a hard 
course of rowing will generally bring it out in a form of boils. 
 
ON FOOD – The food at meals should be just whatever one fancies so 
long as it is plain and wholesome. Pork, rabbit, hare, venison and boiled 
beef are not allowed. Potatoes must be sparingly partaken of.  Bacon, 
shellfish, suet puddings, pastry and cheese complete, I think, the list of 
banned foods. 
 
ON DRINK – Three half-pints of ale a day are, I think, the best and 
sufficient drink for a man in training.  The Varsity crews include a glass 
of port after dinner, but I think this is a mistake. If any man or crew 
seems low or stale I advise soup and an extra half-pint of old ale for a 
day or two, or a glass of champagne on three days in a week’.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Rules of Racing (published in 1904) state;  
 
‘every competitor must wear complete clothing from the shoulders to the 
knees, including a sleeved jersey (rule 15 is to prevent the use of the 
objectionable sleeveless jerseys, exposing the naked flanks and armpits, 
which have been introduced into amateur regattas by oarsmen of 
questionable status)’. 
 
How times change!  It seems doubtful that today’s Olympic hopefuls 
would place too much faith in this advice but, as far as my ancestor 
William was concerned, it certainly brought success.   
                                                                                                    
                                                                                                     Sue Crane 
 
 

MORE SPORTING NEWS 
 
 
When Sue CRANE wrote in the March issue about her illustrious rowing 
ancestor William Giles EAST, I was reminded that I also have an 
oarsman in the family. Not as famous, certainly, but nevertheless 
deserving of a regular mention in the sports section of ‘The Times’ under 
rowing results. 
 
His name was Arthur Keable GYNGELL. Some of you may have heard 
me mention my GYNGELL ancestry in the past. It is an excellent name 
to research on account of its comparative rarity and as such is usually the 
first name I look for to test any new online database. If I find any entry 
there is a better than even chance the person is a proven relative. So it 
was when the Times online database was released some years ago 
(through the Hillingdon Libraries online reference and elsewhere) I 
looked for GYNGELL and amongst the entries was ‘A. K. Gyngell, 
member of the Vesta Rowing Club’. 
 
Arthur was born in 1863 in Reading, Berkshire and no doubt had ample 
opportunity for aquatic pursuits on the Thames, continuing when he 
moved to Battersea. Various stories of his rowing endeavours were 
reported in 1895 and 1896, with, it has to be said, only limited success. 
He usually rowed in an eight oared boat and the last report I found in 
1896 says that ‘a mishap in Slade’s boat (of which Gyngell was a 
member) early spoilt their chance.’                                                   (contd.) 
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What happened I muse? Was an oar lost or broken; perhaps one of the 
crew ‘caught a crab’? Unfortunately the report did not go into detail so I 
can only speculate. 
 

Vesta rowing club was founded in 1870 and 
they are still going strong from their base in 
Putney, London. They regularly take part in 
the various regattas throughout the year and   
they also have a successful women’s section.  
 
Perhaps A.K.GYNGELL is remembered in 
their clubhouse, but then again perhaps not. 
 
                                                   John Symons 

                                                                                         
 
 
 

THE FIRST DIAMOND JUBILEE 
 
 
Recently I ordered the will of one of my family members who died in 
1921, Charles Henry Foley. This turned out to differ from the usual run of 
the mill ‘I leave all worldly goods and possessions to my dear wife etc…’ 
In this will Charles spelt out his most treasured possessions, his gold 
mounted presentation umbrella, his ivory handled walking stick and so on 
to his many and various grandchildren each identified by name. This is 
exactly what is required when researching family history.  
 
One item in particular caught my eye. He bequeathed to a grand-daughter 
what was clearly his most treasured book entitled ‘Sixty Years a Queen’. 
A little research established that the book was written by Sir Herbert 
Maxwell and published in 1897 to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of 
Queen Victoria (whose accession to the throne was in 1837). Moreover I 
found that the book is still quite widely available in the second hand book 
market which suggests that it must have had a good distribution. Charles 
had apparently given this book pride of place in his collection for 24 
years and wanted it to be looked after following his death. 
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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As for the first Diamond Jubilee, just as in this year, an additional public 
holiday was declared in June 1897. Thanksgiving services were held in 
churches across the land and on 22nd June 1897 there was a procession 
through London to St. Paul’s Cathedral where a service was held outside 
as the Queen was too frail to climb the steps. The main theme of the day 
was a celebration of the British Empire, which certainly won’t be 
repeated this year. Without the benefit of modern day instant media 
reporting perhaps the popularity of a commemorative book with all its 
attendant details and illustrations is not so surprising.  
 
                                                                                                 John Symons 
 
 
 
 

THERE IS A DIAMOND JUBILEE IN THE SOCIETY! 
 
 
We are all very much aware that this year the Queen celebrates her 
accession to the throne in February 1952. In the society we also have a 
diamond jubilee – one of our members celebrates 60 years of activities in 
Hillingdon. He is our colleague on the editorial committee — TOM 
MORGAN. 
 
Tom began work at the Transport Salaried Staff Association head office 
on 11th February 1952. He worked opposite Kings Cross station in an 
office located above Barclays bank which stood on the corner of Euston 
Road and Argyle Street. Almost the first thing that he saw out of the 
window was a uniformed officer on horseback leaving the station and 
leading a gun carriage bearing the coffin of King George VI. 
 
Tom subsequently bought a house in north Hillingdon, Uxbridge and 
from there he set out on a long list of activities over the next 60 years. 
 
In June 1955 he was elected to Uxbridge borough council. The council 
meetings were held in a room which still exists in the present civic centre.  
 
Councillors wore blue robes, Aldermen had scarlet robes and the general 
public sat immediately behind the councillors. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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As chairman of the Parks and Recreation Committee Tom also became 
the Chairman of the newly revived Uxbridge Show, an office he held 
from 1962 until 2002 when the Middlesex Show, as it had been renamed, 
ceased to be held. As Show Chairman he also became President of the 
Hillingdon Cricket Club as well as Press Secretary and Chairman of the 
Borderers Rugby Club (now Uxbridge R.F.C.). 
 
When Uxbridge council became Hillingdon Borough Council upon the 
formation of the Greater London Council in 1965, Tom was elected to the 
new council.                                                                                       (contd.) 
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His new tasks were Chairman of the governing body of Uxbridge 
Technical College and Chairman of the governors of Vyners School. 
 
In 1974 he was appointed a Justice of the Peace in Uxbridge and before 
he retired in 1990 he became a Deputy Chairman and Chairman of the 
Licensing Committee. 
 
Although it was not directly connected with Hillingdon, in 1981 the 
Home Secretary appointed Tom to the board of visitors at Feltham 
Borstal, later renamed a young offenders institution. He also served as 
Chairman of the Board from 1987 till 1990. 
 
Finally, Tom was appointed Chairman of the Steering Committee of Age 
Concern, Hillingdon and was its first Chairman in 1990. Subsequently he 
has become a trustee and he is now the sole Vice President of Age UK, 
Hillingdon. 
 
So what has he done for the society? Well he joined in 1991 and from 
1993 until 1998 he was the editor of this journal. He returned to the fold 
around 2002 when he joined the newly created editorial committee, a 
position he still fills. Tom also had a hand in securing, for the use of the 
society, premises at Ruislip Golf Club and later at the Baptist Church in 
Hercies Road, Hillingdon which we still use. 
  
  

MAKE A NOTE! 
 
We understand from the FFHS Archives Liaison Officer that, by the end 
of the year, family historians will have online access to 300,000 Soldiers’ 
Wills recently discovered in boxes. They apply to non commissioned 
officers, have never been entered in the Calendars and cover the Crimean 
War, WW 1 and WW 2. No mention however has been made of the Boer 
War. It is thought that the order that wills and administrations will come 
online will be: 
Soldiers’ Wills 
Probate 2006 to current: 1996 to 2005: 1940 to 1995: 1858 to 1900 and 
1901 to 1939. Using the calendars will be the same as looking at a book 
and turning the pages. 
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FEGGETTER � PART 2 
 
 

My first article about my FEGGETTER family name (see the March 
2012 Journal) finished with the question — ‘Why was such confidence 
achievable and why was the tree of such great length?’  
 
Obviously it has very much to do with the rarity of the name. There is 
every reason to believe that all the extant FAGGETTERs and 
FEGGETTERs can trace their ancestry back to Pirbright, its 
neighbouring parish of Ash and to a single family living in that area. But 
there is more to it than that. A rare name, an abundance of records, 
continuity within a restricted area and high social status are regarded as 
the most important factors leading to genealogical success. The 
FEGGETTERs managed to fulfill all of these requirements except for the 
high social standing. Theirs rarely rose above the level of comfortably 
off yeoman farmers, parish constables, butchers, blacksmiths, 
wheelwrights, bricklayers, builders and there were also one or two 
landlords of the White Hart in Pirbright. 

 
As a Devonian I am used to the situation where my older genealogical 
sources (pre-1837) rarely extend beyond the parish registers and a few 
parish accounts. All the pre-1857 Devonshire wills which were 
painstakingly collected together into the probate registry in Devon 
perished in the blitz of Exeter. In the case of the Pirbright FEGGETTERs 
there are no less than 8 extant wills dating back before 1800, starting 
with Richard FAGGATER's will and inventory of 1573. It is very 
difficult to go wrong when you have wills like the following to guide 
you:  
 

Summary of the will of Henry FAGGATER of Ash, blacksmith 
(Catherine's direct paternal ancestor) who died in 1699;  
‘To my eldest son Henry F. £10; to my son William F. £1; to my son 
James F. £10; to my daughter Jane Robertson wife of  Robert Robertson 
£2; to my daughter Charity Toft wife of Abraham Toft £2; to my 
daughter Mercy Chandler wife of George Chandler £15; to my brother 
Joseph Faggater all my clothes; to my wife Wilsifer my dwelling house 
and land in Ash for life and then to to my son Ambrose paying to my 
eldest son Henry F. £1 p.a.: to my wife half my household goods, rings, 
linen etc.; residue to my son Ambrose. Exec. And all stock and shop 
goods’. There were more wills like this.                                          (contd.) 
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The other enormous difference between Devon and Pirbright lies in the 
system of landholding. In North Devon land was held on long leases 
extending over three named lives but in Pirbright and Ash a system of 
copyholding prevailed. 
 
Copyholds were heritable tenancies, the ownership of which was 
evidenced by an entry in the manorial court rolls. Ownership could be 
transferred (alienated) to someone else by means of another simple entry 
in the rolls or by surrendering the land to the uses of the tenant's will. 
When the tenant died the will was produced in the court and the 
designated recipient recorded as the new owner. If this was not done 
during the lifetime of the owner, the landholding automatically passed to 
the heir. This was usually the eldest son, although in some manors 
Borough English prevailed and the copyhold went to the youngest son. 
In every case the immemorial custom of the manor prevailed. In this way 
copyholds could be passed down within a single family over many 
generations. A nominal rent was payable to the Lord of the Manor but 
because this was a fixed rent it gradually lost value. All of these 
transactions were recorded in the manorial court rolls and in Pirbright 
and Ash much of this documentation survives.  Although not usually 
available for Devon manorial court rolls exist for many other parts of 
England.  
 
Copyholding was abolished in 1922 and all existing copyholds became 
freeholds. Something that could not happen in Devon because the 
leaseholders were merely tenants.  
 
The oldest reference to the FEGGETTERs in the manorial court records 
of Pirbright occurs in 1548 (see below) when a rental records a Thomas 
FAGATTER as occupying a messuage (dwellinghouse) and half a 
virgate of land called ‘Hovers’ (see below) and another parcel of land 
called ‘Loveselles’, both of which were previously held (before 1519) by 
a Henry FAGETTER.  A later survey dating from May in the sixteenth 
year of Elizabeth 1 (1574) confirms that Richard FAGETTER was the 
then occupier of ‘Lussels’ or ‘Felmores’. Catherine FEGGETTER's 
grandfather, William FAGGETTER (1710-1750), was still farming the 
same two copyholds as Thomas FAGATTER in 1548.  

 
I find it simply astonishing that Catherine FEGGETTER's earliest 
recorded ancestor is the Richard of 1573 and that her earliest ancestor 
may have been a pre. 1519 yeoman farmer called Henry.  
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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Extract from Pirbright Rental of 1548 (King Edward VI); 
This, the oldest document relating to the history of the FEGGETTERs of 
Pirbright, is still in superb condition and is housed in the National 
Archives. An English translation of the latin text (second item down) is 
given below together with photos of the messuage (dwellinghouse) of 
Hovers (or Overs) referred to in the entry.  
Photo courtesy of Jonathan Foster. 
 

                                                                                                               (contd.) 
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English Translation of the document above; 
Thomas Faggatter holds by copy dated the 18th May in the 10th year of 
Henry VIII one messuage and half a virgate of land called Hovers, lately 
Henry Fagatter's, whereupon there falls due as a heriot one cow, and as 
a fine [blank], and he yields 21d 
The same holds by copy dated the 18th day of May in the 10th year of 
Henry VIII one parcel of land called Loveselles, with the appurtenances, 
lately the said Henry Fagatter's, whereupon there falls due as a heriot 
one bullock, and as a fine [blank}, and he yields 6s 8d  
(The heriot was the fee paid by the new tenant to the Lord of the Manor 
when he succeeded to the copyhold. The tenth regnal year of King Henry 
VIII is 1519.) 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

‘Hovers’ or 
‘Overs’  
 Messuage 
 
 
 
 
Front View 
   (1903) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rear View 
  (1903) 

                                 

You can do genealogy without a rare name, but by golly it helps!  
                                                                                                Arthur Dark 
 
Please see page 33 for some corrections to Part 1 of Arthur’s article 
published in the March issue. 
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WILLIAM ROBERT RYDER (1886 – 1927) 
 
Jane RYDER lives in Canada and has sent the following article 
concerning her grand father William Robert RYDER. 
William’s birth was registered in Uxbridge in the first quarter of 1886. He 
was the third child (second son) born to Jane (nee Howard) and Charles 
RYDER. Census sheets record that he was the first of the RYDER 
children to be born in Harefield. 
 

William married Johanna O’NEILL 
(born January 17th 1897 in 
Springfield, Tipperary County, 
Ireland) on March 28th 1921 at Our 
Lady Help of Christians RC Church, 
Park Road, Rickmansworth. Both 
William and Johanna, who had 
moved to Harefield from Ireland, 
worked at Cripps Farm. Their 
marriage certificate notes that both 
parties were single; William’s 
residence was given as 8 Park Terrace 
and Johanna’s as The Firs. As in so 
many cases in a rural area at that 
time, William was recorded as a farm 
labourer whilst his father’s 
occupation was given as hospital 
night watchman. Following their 
marriage they moved into Cripps 
Farm Cottages on Springwell, 
Harefield. About a week after their 

wedding this photograph of William and Johanna was taken outside one 
of the farm cottages. 
 

They had two children, Stephen William Charles (living) born Jun Q 
1922 and Marie Josephine Antoinette (Jun Q 1925 - 2009).  
 
By the 1901 census the family, although still in Harefield, had moved to 
The Old Workhouse, Breakspear Road North and William was a Carter. 
At that time the Workhouse had long since ceased operating as a Poor 
Relief establishment and was used as normal accommodation. 
     
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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On the 1911 census William is still a Carter, their address is given as 
Breakspear Road but there is no mention of The Old Workhouse. 
Although he had asthma he died at the age of 41 from pneumonia on 
March 8th 1927.  
 
He was buried in the church cemetery at St. Mary the Virgin, Harefield 
(plot number 754, or K136 according to the Harefield, St. Mary’s 
Monumental Inscriptions Survey). His grave stone, which is a kerb, has 
the following inscription ‘….. MEMORY OF WILLIAM RYDER WHO 
DIED ….. MARCH 1927 AGED…..’. The inscription faces away from 
the nearby Anzac graves and can only be read by digging into the earth 
and rubbing mud into the lettering. His son remembers that the 
gravestone also included ‘Rest in Peace’ in Latin, but this seems to have 
disappeared. 
 
Johanna told her son Stephen an amusing story about William. Part of his 
job was to deliver hay into London by means of a wagon with two horses. 
Since the horses knew their way into London, William would often have 
a ‘kip’ on the way leaving the horses to make their way into the city. 
 
At the time of his death, William and Johanna lived at Cripps Farm 
Cottages, Harefield. This was a tied cottage so upon William’s death, 
Johanna was forced to leave the cottage. Together with her children she 
moved to Rickmansworth where the local nuns cleared a space in a 
garage as a temporary living space.  Johanna and her children eventually 
moved to London, where she met and married Henry William HILEY. 
During WWII this home was damaged so Johanna and her family moved 
back to a vacant home on Hill End, Harefield. This dwelling had gas for 
lighting and cooking; no electricity and no water. Electricity for the radio 
was supplied by rechargeable batteries and water had to be drawn from an 
outside well. The HILEYs subsequently moved into another home in 
Harefield, 22 Ash Grove. Johanna died on 4th August 1958 and Henry on 
29th September 1967; both were buried in St Mary’s Church yard. 
 
Johanna shared a Rickmansworth connection with three of her sisters; 
 
In 1917 her twin, Bridget (1897-1985), married Joseph Henry CARVEY, 
a soldier from Rickmansworth, while he was serving in Tipperary. They 
eventually moved to Rickmansworth. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Mary, born 1898, moved to this area as well, married David John 
EWINGTON in 1927 in Watford.  She died of consumption in 1929 (St. 
Pancras, London). David died 1930 (Watford). 
 
Elizabeth (Lilly) (1900-1977), married William FITZGERALD (from 
Bowercrowe, Tipperary) in Rickmansworth in 1925. They moved to 
Manitoba, Canada and then to the USA. William died in 1934. Lilly then 
married Michael BROPHY. 
 
Returning to William and Johanna, both their children eventually moved 
to Canada. Marie married Lester Clarence SIMSER, a Canadian soldier 
stationed in Britain, in 1945 and moved to Canada as a war bride. 
They had four children. I think Lester died in 2001 and Marie in 2005.  
 
In 1949 Stephen married Edna HEWITT (1924-2010) in London 
(registered in Uxbridge) and subsequently moved to Canada with his wife 
where they had three children of which I am the eldest. 

 
The pictures are of William RYDER with his bicycle, date unknown; the 
other is an undated studio shot of William and Johanna. 
                                                                                                    Jane Ryder  
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A TALK � BELMONT HOUSE AND ITS PEOPLE 
 
 

Tony Mitchell, the Vice Chairman of the Uxbridge Local History and 
Archives Society, gave a most interesting talk to our February meeting.  
 
Tony told us that Belmont House lay on a 14 acre site between Belmont 
Road and Uxbridge Common which was later extended to cover 37 acres 
and 37 poles so that it stretched from what we know as Park Road down to 
Lancaster Road – or Cross Lane as it was then known. 
 
The land on which the original Belmont House was built formed part of 
the ancient Manor of Colham. In 1669 the ownership of the Manor of 
Colham changed hands, the new Lord of The Manor was Sir Robert Vyner 
who lived at Swakeleys House. When he died in 1688 he was bankrupt 
and an Act of Parliament dated 1699, entitled ‘For the relief of the 
creditors of Sir Robert Vyner, Knight and Baronet, deceased’ required 
Thomas Vyner, Sir Robert’s nephew and executor, to liquidate the landed 
estate.  
 
One of the Duke of Marlborough’s senior commanders, Richard Boyle the 
Second Viscount Shannon, bought 14 acres on the edge of Uxbridge 
Common – a part of the estate. He lived at Belmont for a short while (1705 
to 1712 or 1713) and then sold it to Colonel Francis Alexander, thought to 
be the grandson of Canon Alexander of Winchester. 
 
He died at Belmont in 1722 aged 45, was buried in the North Aisle of St 
John The Baptist Church, Hillingdon where his widow erected a 
monument to him shortly before she sold the estate to the Lethieullier 
family in 1724. 
 
The Lethieulliers – Christopher (a Huguenot), his wife Sarah and their 
children – lived at Belmont. Christopher died in 1741 and by 1770 most of 
the family had moved to Wherwell Priory near Andover. However their 
son Benjamin, later the MP for Andover, remained at Belmont until 1775 
when he joined the family in Hampshire.  
 
It wasn’t until October 1798 that Thomas Harris, the proprietor of the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, took ownership and residence. By 
now Belmont House was 100 years old and showed signs of wear and tear.  
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Therefore around 1805 Thomas decided to demolish the structure and 
replace it by a much grander building which was completed around 1810. 
He was quite influential in Uxbridge for in 1816 he donated land in 
George Yard, near the Friends Meeting House, on which a new School of 
Industry for Girls was built. In 1820, after Thomas died and was interred 
in Hillingdon churchyard, his three surviving children were his executors 
and they sold Belmont House to Mrs Anna Hull in June, 1821 widow of 
John. 
 
The Hulls were prominent Quakers, corn millers, and bankers in Uxbridge. 
She lived in the house until her death in 1843 when her grandson John 
Hull Fell took over residency with his wife Elizabeth and their three 
children. It seems that this family were all victims of a cholera epidemic in 
1854. 
  
From then until 1867, Belmont was let to various people until it was 
eventually put up for sale. A copy of the sales document, held in the Local 
Studies room at Uxbridge Library, lists the estate as comprising; 
 
‘…two entrances to the Belmont estate from what is now Belmont Road. 
One was……the tradesman’s entrance. It led to…the coachman’s lodge, 
stabling for 7 horses, a large coach house, and other outbuildings. The 
house was approached by a carriage drive from the other entrance…and 
there was a gardener’s lodge near the entrance from the road. 
 
Within the house there was…an entrance hall, 3 reception rooms, 8 
bedrooms, dressing rooms, bathroom, separate WC, servants’ quarters, 
kitchen, scullery, butler’s pantry, housekeeper’s room and wine/ beer 
cellars’. 
 
The purchaser in 1867 was Thomas Coathe but he never actually lived 
there. Instead he proposed to split the whole of the Belmont Estate into 76 
plots for the construction of what he termed ‘Villa Residences’. His plans 
were far too ambitious, and many of his proposals were eventually 
abandoned. 
 
In 1875, Charles Marcus Wakefield, his wife Annette, and their family 
came onto the scene - returning to England after living for several years in 
New Zealand. Initially they rented a large villa residence in Norfolk Road 
from Thomas Coathe who actually tried to get Wakefield to take over his 
ailing Belmont Estate development.                                                   (contd.) 
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In 1877 Charles Marcus Wakefield, who with his family had returned from 
New Zealand, bought Belmont House and 14 acres of its grounds. A little 
later he bought a further 8 acres along West Common Road and in total he 
paid £8,000 - a lot of money in the 1870s. 
 
Charles became a Commissioner of Taxes, an Uxbridge magistrate, an 
Honorary Member of both Uxbridge Oddfellows and Uxbridge Volunteer 
Fire Brigade. He died at Belmont House in 1902 aged 64 and there is a 
memorial window to him in St. Andrew’s Church, Uxbridge.  
 
Mrs. Wakefield was Manager of Uxbridge Council Schools from 1884 
until 1924. Following her husband’s death she designed a new house, New 
Belmont, to be built in the grounds of Belmont House. It was completed in 
1910 and entry was from West Common Road through wrought iron gates 
flanked by Corinthian pillars. 
 
After her, in 1928 New Belmont was taken over by the local authority’s 
Social Services. The house was eventually sold for development to R. T. 
Warren, a well known firm of builders in Uxbridge. In the early 1960s 
Belmont House and all buildings in the grounds were demolished to make 
way for a row of new detached houses along West Common Road. Several 
of these have now been demolished to be replaced by blocks of flats. 
 
                                           Notes by Tony Mitchell précis by Alan Rowland  

 
 

FAMILY HISTORY SOURCES ON THE INTERNET – 
AN UPDATE 

 
 
Those of you who attended our January meeting (and also the post 
A.G.M. talk in March) will know that I went through some of the new 
features and data available on various genealogical web sites. I also wrote 
about recent changes to Family Search and Ancestry in the March issue. 
 
It came as no surprise to me that as soon as this was printed further 
changes were made. I referred to the inability of Family Search to search 
for relationships (parents or spouse) when looking for a baptism or a 
marriage but I am now pleased to report this has been rectified.  
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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This means for example that if you have found an indexed baptism, by 
leaving the forename field blank but retaining the surname and forenames 
of the father and mother, you should find any baptismal records of 
siblings. Naturally this might not work well with a very common 
surname, but in most cases it will. On the old site you could achieve 
much the same result through searching by batch number (which feature 
incidentally is also now available on the new site), but any given batch 
number usually only covers one church and possibly just a set period of 
records for that church. On the new site there is now the possibility of 
finding records of baptisms for different children of the same parents that 
happened in more than one church, especially useful if the parents were 
mobile because of their occupations. 
 
All of this only reinforces my opinion that the Family Search web site 
www.familysearch.org is one of the most useful sites around – and it is 
free to use. 
 
Turning now to Ancestry, arguably the most comprehensive genealogical 
web site, new data has also appeared. For any of us with London 
ancestors, the London Electoral Registers are not to be missed. These 
records again appeared as part of the London Metropolitan Archives 
(LMA) digitised collection. As such the originals have been available for 
consultation there for years (and I spent a few hours years ago looking 
through some) but the advantage now is that they are indexed. Originally 
you could see how long someone stayed at an address (say that given on 
another document e.g. a birth certificate) by working backwards and 
forwards, year by year until they vanished. Now there is the chance of 
finding someone at a new address as well. 
 
As always there are the usual caveats. The optical scanning may not 
always provide the correct name spellings. Then you need to bear in mind 
that universal suffrage for all women and men over the age of 21 years 
did not come into force until 1928. Since 1918 women over 30 years old 
had been able to vote and all men had gradually obtained the vote through 
the latter years of the 19th century and early 20th century. You also need to 
consider the online coverage. I have found post W.W.2 records for many 
inner London districts, but for outer areas such as Middlesex, then as its 
own county, records seem to stop in 1939. In any case there were no 
elections and thus no registers for the years of the Second World War. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Another handy dataset introduced this year is the London, England, 
School Admissions and Discharges, 1840-1911. Mostly just covering 
inner London schools, it provides such information as dates of admission 
and discharge to a school, date of birth, parents’ names and sometimes 
occupations. As such this is a valuable additional source if you are able to 
locate children in one of the schools for which records were kept and 
deposited at the LMA.  www.ancestry.co.uk 
                                                                            
Meanwhile over at FindMyPast new records are also appearing. They 
have for some time published Family History Society indexes and 
transcripts of parish registers. These often prove useful if your area of 
interest matches those for which records have been submitted but 
coverage is patchy at best. Moreover you will still need to visit the record 
office to view the original document. 
 
The big new general development is their signing up record offices 
themselves, digitising their records and then making the images of the 
records available.  
 
From a local perspective the most important release is the recent 
Westminster records following agreement with the City of Westminster 
Archives. This fills an important gap in coverage of London records as 
many Westminster records were not held by the LMA and therefore not 
offered by Ancestry. I understand that Hertfordshire registers will also be 
available on FMP this year which many will find useful.  
www.findmypast.co.uk 
                                                                                  
Continuing with the theme of commercial sites, Deceased Online is 
steadily adding to its coverage of cemeteries and other burial locations.   
 
These are mostly civic cemeteries and as they are not often found 
elsewhere, this growing resource of burial and cremation records, with an 
emphasis on 20th century events, fills a useful gap. At present the 
following London Boroughs have or are in the process of adding their 
data: Brent, Camden, Havering, Islington, Merton and Newham. There is 
patchy coverage in other parts of England and Scotland. 
 
Searching is easy and free, but if you find a likely entry it is necessary to 
register and buy credits to view the details. The cost is moderate but there 
is no subscription option available for now. More details from 
www.deceasedonline.com                                                                (contd.) 
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Finally when all else has failed you can now look in the newspapers. The 
British Newspaper Archive is a partnership between the British Library 
and Brightsolid online publishing to digitise up to 40 million newspaper 
pages from the British Library's vast collection over the next 10 years. 
This will include the material released earlier as ‘19th Century British 
Newspapers’ and will eventually, if not already, be more comprehensive. 
 
It is a subscription site and various options from two days to one year at 
£79.95 are available. Searching is however free and you are able to view 
a small extract of the piece searched for before purchase which should 
help to ensure in advance that you are buying the correct entry. There is 
sometimes a problem with character recognition which means that not all 
instances of a word looked for may be shown in the search results. 
 
Again from a local perspective the Bucks Herald 1833 – 1908 is one of 
the titles currently available. Hillingdon being close to Buckinghamshire, 
it details matters of local interest to our area.  
 
I for one am waiting for the next wet bank holiday weekend before I 
purchase a two day pass to satisfy my curiosity. I might not have to wait 
long. 
www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 
                                                                                                John Symons 
 
 

IN MEMORY OF TONY BEADLE 
 

Following the obituary in the March 
edition we have received this follow up 
from Jennie about John’s sponsored 
London Marathon:  
 

Well, HE DID IT in 3 hours and 22 
minutes. We all travelled to Blackheath 
for the start, then we went back to Tower 
Bridge to watch him pass by but he didn’t 
see us! Our next port of call was 
Horseguards Parade, on the way passing 
through a crowded Westminster, to meet 
up with our son John. 
 

John smiling through the pain!       (contd.) 
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We found John recovering, flat on his back on the gravel! He said 
everything had started to hurt at around six miles and for the last ten a 
little voice in his head just told him not to stop. We managed to get him 
under a tree, out of the sun, where it took about 40 minutes for him to 
stand up. Eventually we got home at about 4 o'clock where he plunged 
into a cold bath (!) followed by a hot shower and some food. 
 

We found the atmosphere in London so friendly with people actually 
being nice to each other in the packed trains. We had travelled with a 6' 
6" man dressed as a ‘heart’ who took up enough room for 4 people. What 
an amazing day it was although by the end we were all absolutely shot 
but in a very satisfied way. John’s run raised £1,000+ and £1,000 has 
been sent to the Harefield Charity. This was just a small way to partly 
repay the Hospital for their kindness. 
 

It really was a day I will never forget, and I want to thank you all so much 
for all your kindness and support since we lost Tony. I have looked 
through all his papers and files and have made a list of everything in his 
‘library’ hoping it may be useful in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The view looking back from Tower Bridge. 
 

Time just goes on at the moment. The worst part is that I know he had so 
much more to offer. On 20th May, we have been invited to Prescott, near 
Cheltenham, to receive an award posthumously given to Tony by 
Triumph clubs. 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 
Welcome to all new members that have 
joined us this quarter and I hope we see 
you all at our meetings and in the research 
room. 
Please send any changes of address, email 
and/or phone number to me so that I can 
keep the membership records up to date. 
 

                                                                                                 Pat Reynolds 
 
WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
A36 Mr. Alistair Anderson 29 Curzon Place, Eastcote, 

Middlesex. HA5 2TQ 
A37 Mr. John Armour 
Email: jhnarmour@aol.com 

70 Cuckoo Hill Road, 
Pinner, Middlesex. 

B93 Mr. John Beggs 
Email: john.beggs1@btinternet.com 

57 Lowdell Close, West Drayton, 
Middlesex. UB7 8BA 

D37 Mr. Alan G. Dann 
Email: almawireless@dodo.com.au 

49 Hollington Cres., Point Cook, 
Victoria, Autralia 3030 

P73 Mr. Bruce Powell 
Email: bruce.powell@btinternet.com 

19 Court Road, Ickenham, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 8TF 

P74 Mrs. Christine Powell 
Email: bruce.powell@btinternet.com 

19 Court Road, Ickenham, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 8TF 

S83 Mrs. Ruby Street 
Email: rubys208@btinternet.com 

3 Evelyns Close, Hillingdon 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB8 3LR 

 
RESIGNATIONS FROM THE SOCIETY  
 
F22 Miss Gillian Fountain 
g-fountain@sky.com 

7 Manscroft Road, 
Hemel Hempstead. HP1 3HU 

G44 Mr. Glyn Gilbert 
Email: glyn-gibert3@tiscali.co.uk 

33 Burroway Road, Langley, 
Berkshire. SL3 8EH 

G45 Mrs. Kathleen Gilbert 
 Email: glyn-gibert3@tiscali.co.uk 

33 Burroway Road, Langley, 
Berkshire. SL3 8EH 

L38 Mr. Malcolm Lewins 
Email: gillbaith@btinternet.com 

c/o 25 Pegasus Way, Hilton, 
Derbyshire. DE65 5HW 
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ICKENHAM FESTIVAL 2012 
 
 
The biannual Ickenham Festival will be held this year between the 16th 
and the 24th of June. On the 23rd there will be the Festival Procession and 
the Gala day. These are well worth a visit; we will have a stall for you to 
call in for a browse and a chat.  
 
 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE F.H.S. OPEN DAY 
 
 
Bucks. F.H.S. will hold their open day on Saturday 28th July 2012, 10.00 
a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Admission and car parking are free. 
Venue: The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH 
             (between the A413 and A41, south-east of the town). 
Attractions include:– the society’s full resources, publications for sale, 
expert advice, guest societies and local heritage groups and commercials 
suppliers. 
Visit www.bucksfhs.org.uk for further information and a full list of 
attendees. 
 
 

WEST MIDDX FHS 
 
 
Regular meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each month 
at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow and start at 7.45 pm. 
Meetings include talks on aspects of family or local history. In addition, 
many of the Society's resources and indexes are normally available for 
consultation from about 7.15 pm. Note that parking in the adjacent car 
park on Montague Road is free after 6.30 pm. 
  

19th July 2012, Members' Evening. 
16th August 2012, In the High Court of Justice, Chris Watts 
20th September 2012, From Portugal and Jamaica to Staines and Farnham  
                           - Living with Horticulture in the Family, Gordon Barnett 
18th October 2012, What's in a Name? Howard Benbrook 
15th November 2012, The Unwrapping of Christmas, Paul Blake 
20th December 2012, Christmas Social and 
                                  The Story of Pantomime, Alan Ruston 
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HEDGERLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2012 PROGRAMME 
 
Unless otherwise stated All meetings take place at 8pm in  
Hedgerley Memorial Hall,  
Kiln Lane, Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire. SL2 3UZ 
 

Secretary: John Lovelock, 3 Coppice Way, Hedgerley 
Buckinghamshire. SL2 3YL 
Tel: 01753 647187 
E Mail: jdlovelock@btinternet.com 
 

July 4th 
Meet 7.30pm Gerrards 
Cross Memorial Centre 

SL9 7AD 

 
Julian Hunt 

Evening Walk around 
Gerrards Cross 

Conservation Area 
 

September 19th Ian Currie 
 

Weather Lore – Fact or 
Fiction 

September 29 th 
(Saturday 10am to 4pm) 

Registration 9.45am 
£20. Booking required 

 
Dr Kathryn Ferry 

 
Hedgerley Study Day: 
Beside the Seaside 

October 17th Tony Eaton The Rudolf Hess  
Cover-up 

October 27th (Saturday 
12 noon) Tickets £15. 

Booking required 

 
David Wadley 

 
Autumn Lunch & 
London Transport 

November 21st Sally Botwright London Oddities Part 2 
December 5th Tony Pilmer Georgian and Victorian 

Slough 
 

MEMBERS INTERESTS 
 

C68 Mr. Anthony Brian Clayton, 17 Jessopp Road, Wimbourne 
Email: clayabc1@aol.com          Dorset. B21 2HW 
 
CLAYTON MDX UXBRIDGE + AREA 1700 – 1900 
 
P73/P74 Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Powell, 19 Court Road, Ickenham, Middx.      
Email: bruce.powell@btinternet.com                                UB10 8TF                                                                                                                 
 

BLAKE GLS NAILSWORTH 1830 – 1973 
BLAKE GLS STROUD 1830 – 1973 
JORDAN BRK TWYFORD 1924 – 2009 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others.  
                                                                                                            
Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 
nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 
‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 
process of being updated and revised).  
 
In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 
offices. 
 
We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
 
The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
 
Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 
requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 
investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 
answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
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HELP LINE � BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 
 
 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 
 

HELP LINE REQUESTS 
 

 

1) Following his request in the March edition we have another request for 
help from Mr. Anthony Brian CLAYTON (C68). Any information on the 
following would be much appreciated: 
 
Caroline Rattcliff CLAYTON, unmarried mother of William Rattcliff 
CLAYTON 1816 – 1891. Lived in Bell Yard 1861. 
 

Mary Paget CLAYTON (unmarried mother of Carol Rattcliff 
CLAYTON), daughter of Thomas and Lydia CLAYTON. 
 

Thomas CLAYTON c1742 married Mary LOYD 1762 – 1790, remarried 
to Lidia TAYLOR 1791. 
 

Mr. Anthony Brian Clayton (C68), 17 Jessopp Road, Cole Hill, 
Email: clayabc1@aol.com             Wimbourne, Dorset. BH21 2HW 
 
2) We have the following request via our web site from Karen 
CROWLEY: 
On behalf of a friend I am trying to find out if there were any homes for 
unmarried mothers in West Drayton, or anywhere in the Hillingdon area, 
around the late 1950s and early 1960s. My friend was unmarried when 
she had a baby at a home the name of which she cannot remember. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I am quite new to all this so I would be most grateful if someone can 
point me in the right direction. I have tried to research this myself but my 
efforts so far have been fruitless. Many thanks. 
 

Please direct any replies to the Society at: hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 
 

3) Help is requested from Ms. Helen BUTLER, 28 Andorra Court,  
151 Widmore Road, Bromley, Kent. BR1 3AE. She is looking for 
information about the NEAL(E) family: 
 

Baptism 19th May 1868, Marylebone; Henry son of Eliza NEAL born 5th 
May 1868 in the workhouse. 
 

Baptism 30th January 1876, St. Mary the Virgin, Harefield; Edward 
Albert son of Eliza NEAL, Harefield, born 6th August 1875. 
 

It appears both the above were illegitimate. 
 

Henry never married. 
 

Edward Albert married Matilda BUTLER 4th August 1900, St. Matthew,  
Marylebone and as far as I know there were two children A) Doris 
Florence born 1910 Hackney and she married Alfred George 
SHEPPARD, Shoreditch Register Office, 1st November 1930 and B) 
Francis George Benjamin born 1914 Shoreditch and he married Georgina 
Ellen HILL, Shoreditch Register Office, 19th September 1036. 
 

Helen thinks Edward and Matilda may have separated as they do not 
appear together on the 1911 census. 
 

Matilda died 1967 at Southend- on – Sea but she does not know any more 
about Edward Albert.  
 

Helen would be grateful for any help. Please forward any information to 
the society on hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 

We have been asked by Arthur Dark to make the following corrections to 
Part 1 of the Fegetter article in the March issue. Page 15 1st paragraph 
‘when he returned to Yorkshire’ should read ‘when he returned to 
London’. In the penultimate paragraph on page 15 after ‘when his age..’ 
substitute ‘when his age was given as 89 which would have made him too 
old to have been baptised in 1785. Assuming that ‘my’ John was…’ 
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MARCH 2012 A.G.M.  CHAIRMAN’S 2011 REPORT  
 
 
Good evening. I am pleased to report that it has once again been a very 
successful year for the Society. We have enjoyed some really excellent 
speakers on a wide range of topics and I should like to thank Judith for 
organising these events.  
 
As you are all aware, the very nature of family history is changing, due in 
large part to the opportunities presented by the internet (hence John's 
excellent talk in January the second part of which will follow this 
A.G.M.) and I trust that these changes will continue to be reflected in the 
topics covered once a month by our speakers and in our journal. 
 
Speaking of the journal, I should like to thank John, Alan, Tom and all 
those involved in its production or who have contributed to it. Later this 
year the 100th edition will roll off the presses! 
 
The bookstall has once again attended a number of local family history 
fairs and I should like to thank Gill, Pat and Joy for making this happen. 
This year they have two exciting and colourful banners accompanying 
them. They are now truely bannerfull! 
 
One of the greatest helpers on the bookstall and in the research room was 
Barbara Westmuckett and it is with much regret that I report that she 
passed away earlier this year. She served on the Society's Committee and 
was tireless in her help for members with their research. She will be sadly 
missed and I should like to take this opportunity to extend the Society's 
condolences to her family. 
 
Over the past year Valerie has worked hard in the library and I should 
like to thank her for her work.  
 
The library and the research room are two superb resources that your 
Society has for family history research and I would both encourage you to 
use them (increasing numbers of you do) and also provide feedback to the 
Committee on anything that we can do to improve the service these 
resources provide. 
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Charles, our Treasurer, has looked after our finances and I would like to 
thank him for his work. He will report shortly on the Society's financial 
situation but I think it will be apparent why the increase in the 
subscription was necessary and has been successful. 
 
Joy and her cherished volunteers continue with their transcription 
activities and I should like to thank them for their efforts.  
 
I should also like to thank Doug for his work on our website - another 
valuable Society resource that I would encourage you to explore 
 
As always, I once again appeal to anyone who is interested and willing to 
help with the running of the Society, to please see me or a member of the 
Committee. It is not a big time commitment (Committee members will 
testify to the brisk pace of the Committee meetings) but new faces and 
particularly IDEAS would be very welcome. 
 
In conclusion, it has been a good year and I hope I have thanked everyone 
who made it so. If I haven't then my apologies - please accept this blanket 
‘thank you’ as covering you. I am confident that we will have another 
successful year as a Family History Society in this Jubilee year and I look 
forward to seeing you at our meetings. Thank you. 
                                                                                Ian Harvey – Chairman 
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TREASURER’S REPORT YEAR ENDING 31/12/2011 
 
The accounts for the year 2011 were presented to the meeting by the 
treasurer, Charles Hampshire here is what he said: 
 
Before depreciation, Income exceeded Expenditure, by £1,077. However 
the society received two large donations totalling £847. Without these 
Income and Expenditure, before depreciation, achieve a closer balance. 
This position justifies the increase in membership fees that the committee 
reluctantly introduced. It can be seen that the bulk of our running costs 
(67%) is met by membership subscriptions. 
 
I wish to formally thank the donors for their gifts which will help sustain 
the society and the hardworking committee members, particularly those 
who give up much free time to raise funds through the bookstall, fairs and 
running the research room. Without all of their efforts the society would 
not be able to function as it does and would not be in such good financial 
health. 
 
Rent continues to be our biggest expenditure (43%) followed by the 
journal (24%) and postage/stationery (11%), much of which relates to the 
journal. 
 
No new equipment was purchased last year because although our existing 
assets are depreciating they are still useable and will be adequate for the 
immediate future. 
 
The society has funds in the bank and reserves that will enable it to 
withstand small changes in Income or Expenditure in the near future. 
 
The committee will do all in its power to ensure value for money and 
sustained financial health by continuing to monitor the society’s 
funds/budget. 
 
This completes my report and I open the floor to any questions. 
 
                                                                                       Charles Hampshire 
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HFHS BALANCE SHEET    �   
for year ending 31 December 2011    �   
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‘UK Timeline for Family Historians’             ISBN: 978-0-9571287-0-5 
by Angela Smith and Neil Bertram        The Book Forge 2012, RRP £9.00 

 
 

This is a list of historical dates 
and events extending from 1066 
to 2011 intended to help family 
historians whose knowledge of 
these things may be shaky.  
Everything is printed against a 
background of grey family 
photographs which some may 
find irritating and trying to the 
eye. Rightly, there is an emphasis 
on events of particular 
significance to family historians; 
like those pieces of legislation 
that may have created a paper 
trail of family information. Note 
the word ‘might’ . Regnal dates in 
the left hand column usefully 
remind the reader of the reigning 
monarch at the time. Like all such 

lists it is inevitably highly selective and sketchy in its treatment but is an 
excellent example of its type. As such it can be warmly recommended. 
                                                                                                  Arthur Dark 
                                                                                                             
Having reviewed this book Arthur thought the following would provide 
additional information along similar lines. One of the aims of books such 
as this is to provide a sense of the broad sweep of history against which 
our ancestors lived their lives.                                                           (contd.) 
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With the best will in the world, such bare lists of dates and events cannot 
be regarded as stimulating introductions to historical background. Any 
family historians, who were short-changed at school by their history 
teachers, would probably be helped by one of the single volume histories 
expressly written to provide an interesting narrative account of English 
history for schools. My own favourite, Carrington and Jackson's ‘A 
History of England’ , first published by Cambridge University Press in 
1932, with reprints in the thirties, forties, fifties and I was delighted to 
discover, again in 2011. More recently the republication of Elizabeth 
Henrietta Marshall's 1905 classic ‘Our Island Story’  was met with great 
acclamation. It covers the period from the Roman conquest to Queen 
Victoria and is written with a strongly narrative approach expressly for 
children (aged 9 to 11?). A lavishly illustrated and very authoritative 
2011 publication ‘The Story of Britain’ , by Patrick Dillon, published by 
Walker Books is perhaps a modern equivalent of Marshall's book.  
 
Overall I would recommend the Carrington and Jackson because it is 
never patronising and I still find myself referring to it when looking for a 
date or refreshment and illumination on some period or event. 
 
 

AN UNCLAIMED CERTIFICATE 
 
 
We have a birth certificate that was ordered back in October 2011 and has 
not been collected from the research room. Unfortunately we do not have 
the name of the lady that ordered it so here it remains. 
 
The details are as follows: 
Date; 28th May 1911 
Name; Hilda 
Father; Felix Peakman  
Mother; Florence Peakman (West) 
Location; Southampton 
 
So if you are the person who ordered this certificate please contact us so 
that we can get it to you.                                                                    Editor 
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 
 

Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 
monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 
authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 
have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 
of interest. Visitors are always welcome at the monthly meetings 
(entrance £1.00). Doors open 7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 
Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 
Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 
1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 
growing collection of source material including census records, parish 
records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 
print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 
of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 
meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 
good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 
Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 
sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 
and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 
our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 
large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain and 
overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids and 
background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 
meeting dates all of which take place at:  

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

 

The annual subscription is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 
same address), £12 (Europe, individual) and £14 (Rest of the World 
individual). N.B. If the journal is emailed in pdf format the rates are; U.K. 
individual £10: U.K. joint £14.00: all non U.K. £10.00. 
 
For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 
20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 
postage and packing (see below). 
 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 
St. Mary’ s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
St. Martin’ s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 
St. John’ s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 
  
THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 
St. Mary’ s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Martin’ s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 
 
Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche................................................................45p 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address..........................................65p 
 For airmail to overseas addresses… ..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 
 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 
of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor and is open one 
morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 
at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 
or open the Research Room during August. 



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
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President          Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 
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     24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middx UB10 8NP 
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                        11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middx. HA4 7RQ 
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                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx. UB10 9QW   
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                        20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 
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                         4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middx.  UB9 6RL  
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Hillingdon suburbs: Colham Green, Cowley, Eastcote, Harefield, Harlington, 
Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, Ickenham, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip,  
Ruislip Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, West Drayton, Yeading, Yiewsley 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon : 

     
Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton.  
 

LONDON BOROUGH OF 
         HILLINGDON 

The original records and registers 
for these parishes are now kept at: 
London Metropolitan Archives, 
40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 
London. EC1R 0HB 
 


