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2014 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

TUESDAY 21
st
 January 

Joint meeting with U3A 

starts at 2.00 p.m. 

Sharon 

Hintze 

(L. D. Saints) 

‘What’s New at Family Search?’ A 

look at the LDS new website for 

family history. 

 

Thursday 20
th

 February 

 

 

Janet Dineen 

‘High Days and Holidays: the 

Spring months’, From New Year to 

Midsummer – Traditions and 

folklore. 

 

Thursday 20
th

 March 

 

 

A.G.M. 

Followed by a short talk from 

Jenny Mundy 

‘Behind the Electoral Registers’ 

Thursday 17
th

 April  

 

NO MEETING 

Thursday 15th May 

 

Colin Oakes        ‘The Forgotten County:  

      Middlesex and its History’ 

Thursday 19
th

 June 

 

Michael 

Gandy 

‘Problems in London Ancestry’ 

Thursday 17
th

 July 

 

Barry Twigg ‘You wouldn’t believe what 

happens at the Register Office’ 

AUGUST  NO MEETING 

 

Thursday 18
th

  September Philip 

Sherwood 

‘Sipson: A village under threat’ 

 

Thursday 16
th

 October 

 

 

OPEN 

EVENING 

 

Subject to be advised. 

TUESDAY 18
th

 

November 

Joint meeting with U3A 

starts at 2.00 p.m. 

 

Audrey 

Collins 

 

‘The making of the GRO indexes’ 

  

DECEMBER  NO MEETING 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our  

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     

 
In the last century one of life’s pleasures was the second hand bookshop.  

These fusty temples of foxed and mouldy print, more often than not 

totally disorganised, were a pleasure to browse for an hour or so. Who 

knew what fascinating tome you would stumble across?   

 

Charing Cross Road used to be full of them and there used to be one in 

Windsor Street opposite the police station. All now gone! Higher rents 

and in particular the internet have driven them pretty much to extinction. 

 

My sleep having been disturbed by teenage sons coming in late again (see 

Chairman’s notes passim) I wandered off to the computer in the early 

hours and idly typed words into Google to see what came up.  From Ebay 

I stumbled across two volumes of “The Transactions of the London and 

Middlesex Archaeology Society 1860 – 1865”. They were modestly 

priced and so I ordered them. 

 

What curious books they are. They cover everything from ancient 

buildings to the Crown jewels, to Court hearings and more. I was 

surprised to find the Hillingdon area is covered quite extensively (I 

expected the focus to be on the City).  

 

Of particular interest is a transcript of the subsidy rolls 14 and 15 Henry 

VIII (1523/24). Subsidy rolls were taxes levied from the 12th to the 17th 

centuries on moveable personal property, such as goods, crops or wages) 

above a variable minimum value (which effectively exempted the poor 

from liability).  Surviving rolls are held at the National Archives, Kew. 

 

In this instance, they list the names of all the inhabitants of Woxbrige 

(Uxbridge); sometimes a trade or whether somebody was a widow; and 

the amounts they have to pay.  You therefore get an insight into the 

relative wealth of the individuals who had to pay the subsidy. 

 

It is a challenge to trace your family back to the Tudors; however, 

subsidy rolls should not be overlooked as a useful source of family 

history as they continue up to the 17th century. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I have scanned and include the roll for Uxbridge. I believe that the ‘j’ is 

the same as an ‘i’. So iiij d is four pence while iij s is three shillings. 

 

 

One word appears as both a surname and apparently as a profession - 

Docheman. Does anyone know what a Docheman was? Answers please 

to the Editor! 

 

Wishing all our members a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

 

                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

DEADLINE DATES FOR 2014: 
 

JOURNAL DEADLINE DATE 

MARCH 31
st
  JANUARY 

JUNE 2
nd

 MAY 

SEPTEMBER 1
st
 AUGUST 

DECEMBER 26
th
 SEPTEMBER 

 

In our last edition (page 11) we asked if anyone knew which 

establishment was known as Gram. We have received a reply from Dave 

Butler (B 32) which reads as follows: 

 

‘The Gram’ was the local name for the Gramophone Co. Ltd., the parent 

company of HMV. This merged in 1931 with Colombia to form E.M.I.  

 

However the local term of ‘The Gram’ stayed with us until well after the 

war. Indeed it was still in use when I joined as an apprentice in 1951. 

 

As the largest (?) employer in the area most families had one or more 

members working at ‘the Gram’ in one or other of its many departments. 

 

Another name which remained in use for many years was the Rudge 

works referring to the buildings to the west of Dawley road which related 

to its original owners The Rudge Cycle Co. 

 

I expect you will get plenty of response to this request for information so I 

hope the above will be of some help. 

 

Thanks for that Dave and of course this all ties in with the request for 

information that appeared on page 39 of the same edition. I suppose as 

Editor I should have spotted that one, but in my defence the 

‘Reminiscences of the War’ (No.8) was written some months ago and the 

request for information only just made our deadline date. However the 

page 39 piece does not actually call the factory the ‘Gram’ so that’s my 

story and I (Alan Rowland) intend to stick to it! 

 

We would like to thank all those who sent in articles, comments etc. We 

think there must be many members who have a story to tell, a comment to 

make or a search tip that would be useful. So come on let’s have your 

thoughts and help our journal to live. 
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SEASON’S GREETINGSSEASON’S GREETINGSSEASON’S GREETINGSSEASON’S GREETINGS    
    

TOTOTOTO    

    

    ALL OUR MEMBERSALL OUR MEMBERSALL OUR MEMBERSALL OUR MEMBERS    

 

We would like to take 

this opportunity to wish 

all our members and 

their families the 

compliments of the SEASON and 

our best wishes for the NEW 

YEAR.  

We hope that you have enjoyed 

the 2013 journals and that you 

have found something 

interesting in each edition.  

Our thanks go to Jenny for 

proof reading and all who 

helped. 

Best wishes from 

Tom, John and Alan 
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A DIRTY DEED IN UXBRIDGE 

 

 

The following story was found in the ‘The Journal of the Police History 

Society (Number 27 − 2013) a copy of which was given to our Research 

Room helper Jean Gorman. It concerns a dirty deed that took place in 

Uxbridge and a précis of the article reads as follows: 

 

In the National Archives there is a Star Chamber document on a single 

piece of parchment dated April 22
nd

 1507 − 28
th
 January 1547 and ‘26

th
 

day in October’. It concerns the murder of an Uxbridge ‘constable’ but 

details of a trial, if there was one, have not been found. The document has 

four hundred closely written words in Tudor English and is an appeal to 

the King, probably Henry VIII, by Eleanor Clynton, wife of the late 

‘Richard Clynton, King’s constable of Peace of the towne of Woxbridge' 

(an old spelling for Uxbridge). It seems that Richard Clynton was 

standing at his own gate when his attackers including the Bailiff of 

Colham Manor approached, armed ‘with hawkberkes, billies, swords and 

other weapons’ and was murdered. They made ‘a great assault’ and 

‘gave him deadly wounds, murdering and slaying him in his own house’. 

There are no background details of the incident, what happened to the 

offenders or to his widow. The parchment also mentions the ‘great horror 

of the inhabitants’ of Uxbridge and continues ‘all (the attackers) went to 

the house of Richard Colyn, drank and made joyous as though they had 

done a good deed’. It also names those involved; John Colrand of 

Colham, Bailiff to the Lord of the Manor of Colham, James Thomason, 

yeoman of Uxbridge, Henry Wolff of Uxbridge, Henry Longfellow 

(Longsrader?) tailor of Uxbridge, Thomas Rayner of Colham, 

husbandman, Richard Knottying and others ‘to the number of 

(unreadable)’. Later someone spoke to John Colrand, ‘Alas may what 

hast thou slay this man’ and he replied ‘I shall kill (unreadable) of them’. 

Did this mean that the unsavoury group of criminals had a longstanding 

dislike of constables? The concluding sentences are an appeal by Eleanor 

Clynton, ‘may it please your highness to cause the said murderers to be 

sent for’ and ‘a promise to daily pray to God for the prosperity of your 

most noble Lord’. What happened then is a mystery; one can only hope 

that there was a trial and some provision was made for Eleanor. 

 

At the time the parishes organised policing and the position of constable 

was held by a local person, ideally of some standing, as an unpaid role for 

one year.                                                                                             (contd.) 
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The parish constable was responsible for organising local watchmen and 

it had become a duty to be avoided rather than sought. In the earliest 

written history of Uxbridge (by Redford and Riches), they refer to three 

local citizens paying £5 each to the Parish Vestry on the 29th April 1747, 

to be spent on three apprenticeships for local lads. In return the Vestry 

granted them life exemption from the duty of constable. Was Richard 

doing the job to the best of his ability, but perhaps unwillingly? However, 

like the aftermath of the murder, we will probably never know any more. 

                                                                                                      Paul Dew  

 
 

NEVER SAY ‘NOTHING’ 

 

 

My friend was lying on his bed in the billet, when the flight lieutenant in 

charge of air crew appeared and asked what he was doing that evening. 

As soon as he replied ‘nothing’ he knew it was a mistake. He was told he 

was the replacement bomb aimer for a crew who had made an awful mess 

of the exercise the previous night.  
 

During that flight the navigator had given the pilot a reciprocal course 

which took the plane directly across London. As the barrage balloon 

detectors were not in action there was no indication that there were 

balloons about. When the pilot eventually spotted an aerodrome he 

signalled for permission to land and received the green light that 

indicated it was all OK. There was a senior officer on board vetting the 

wireless operator who luckily took a line on their base and discovered 

that they were over France.  
 

Having safely returned to England the crew had to carry out the exercise 

again but the bomb aimer had reported sick. My friend said ‘so long’ to 

his own crew and off he went. All went well until the ’plane ran into a 

fog bank somewhere over Yorkshire. A mild state of panic ensued and 

the aimer was shut up in the bomb bay. When he heard a ‘may day’ call 

transmitted he felt it was time to be let out from behind the bulk head 

door. 
 

The pilot eventually pinpointed their location and turned for base where 

he made an awful landing. I do not know what happened to this crew as 

no names were mentioned but my friend had experienced the worst flight 

of his life. This all goes to show that the boys of bomber command were 

often in danger even when they were not flying ‘an operation’. 

                                                                                                             Anon 
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THE STORY of ANDREW FREDERICK TOLMIE 

 
 

 

In recent editions of the journal I told the story of the TOLMIE family 

which detailed the life of Andrew TOLMIE (senior), his career in the 

army, his marriage and as an Innkeeper in Forres, Scotland. In 1855 he 

suddenly departed Scotland for Australia which left his wife and 

children, including Andrew Frederick born c1855, to face a bankruptcy 

order relating to the business. She died in 1857 leaving the children all 

but orphaned as their father never returned to Britain. 

 

I have researched his son Andrew Frederick in Carmarthenshire where in 

a sense his life really begins. It appears that Andrew and his brothers 

were taken in by relatives of their mother, Elizabeth (née) DAVID, who 

was both born and married in Laugharne, Carmarthenshire.  
 

So far I have not found Andrew and his brothers on the 1861 and 1871 

censuses but he does appear on the 1881 where he is recorded as a 

footman domestic servant. Hopefully in due course other records e.g. 

school, will be available to fill in some detail.  

 

So I know little about Andrew until 1877 when he married Margaret 

Davies. It seems he was a ‘Gentleman's Servant’ to Mr. Richard Jennings 

of Gelli Deg (a large Mansion in Llandifielog) and lived close by in 

Uplands Cottage. He married Margaret, the daughter of Mr. Jennings’s 

groom, who lived at Gelli Deg Lodge. His job description made me 

wonder; who was this Richard Jennings? Was he truly a ‘gentleman’ or 

had he ‘dressed up’ the reality of his situation?  

 

Richard Jennings purchased Gelli Deg in 1849 for £3,500.00 which 

included a 95 acre farm with outbuildings and an agreeable house. He 

later incorporated the original house into a much larger building all 

designed in the Italianate style. Sadly this house now exists only as a 

ruin, see below, within the environs of a new Gelli Deg house which is a 

holiday let ‘cottage’ that sleeps ten!  

 

The original house was located half-way between to Kidwelly from 

Llandyfaelog. It had extensive views over the surrounding countryside 

and on to the Gower.  

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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As well as Gelli Deg, Mr. 

Jennings owned a London 

residence and in his later 

years he lived in his Bath 

residence where he died in 

December 1891. Mr. 

Jennings, a learned person, 

was dedicated to public 

service.  

 

He was a magistrate in 

both Middlesex and 

Carmarthenshire where he 

became High Sheriff in 

1859. He was a patron of 

the Carmarthen Musical 

Society and a dedicated 

churchman.  

 

Andrew was not recorded as part of the Jennings household in the 1871 

census entry but he appeared in the 1881 census as Footman/servant. 

Presumably there was a groom/coachman and a cook but these were not 

live-in staff. That census also shows that Andrew's wife Margaret and 

their young daughter lived separately in 

nearby Llwyn Crwn. So it appears that 

Andrew's duties required him to live in at 

Gelli Deg and to accompany Mr. 

Jennings on his travels. During these 

absences Andrew’s wife, Margaret, had 

the support and company of her family 

who lived nearby. A Footman’s wage at 

between £20 and £40 per annum was 

reduced if full livery was supplied. His 

day would start at about 6.30 a.m. when 

he would clean knives, boots, fetch coal, 

brush the clothes and possibly iron the 

newspapers before the family came 

down to breakfast. 
 

 

A typical footman in House dress c1872                                                
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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His daily duties included answering the door, announcing guests and 

accompanying any carriage to serve the occupants. In the absence of a 

butler he would also set the table, serve the meal, serve tea to the ladies if 

so ordered and ensure the men were made comfortable, perhaps in the 

smoking room. At dusk he would light the candles and lamps and ensure 

that each bedroom had a lit candle. 

 

During my researches I found an amazing document, on Google, which 

gave a day to day record of the Jennings family 1865-1872! It was 

written by his daughter, Agnes Hermione, in the form of a daily diary of 

life at Gelli Deg as well as the London season, with its never ending 

round of parties, theatre and social visits. The pleasurable lifestyle of 

those born into society is clear from descriptions of the whirl of social 

activities. Andrew must have been busy if life at Gelli Deg was as 

described in this diary but all that may have changed after the departure 

of the adult children and the death of Mrs. Jennings. 

 

The 1891 census records the Jennings family and footman Andrew, as ‘at 

Bath’. With Andrew away from home again, Margaret and the children 

were at Llwyn Crwn. On his daughter’s marriage certificate Andrew’s 

occupation is entered as Butler. This is the only time this occurs; perhaps 

this was expressing his desire for promotion.  

 

With the death of Richard Jennings in 1891 his son inherited Gelli Deg. 

Unfortunately he did not retain Andrew, so after years of experiencing 

the elegance and grandeur of the gentry his life changed − and what a 

change! 

 

The 1901 census has Andrew, now aged 44, as a ‘stone quarrier’. 

Margaret is 42, daughter Elizabeth 22 (Domestic servant), Anna 14 (an 

Infant Teacher) and son Andrew Henry 15 (a cow-boy). Daughter Agnes 

Florence had married Thomas Lewis a Railway Signalman and was 

living at a house in Swansea. As a quarry worker Andrew would not have 

been well paid and had to provide his own work clothes and tools. The 

Mynydd-y-Gareg quarry, which produced sandstone (probably used for 

fire bricks at nearby Kidwelly tin plate works) was about two miles from 

his home was and it is most likely that he worked there. Around this 

time, due to tariffs imposed by the U.S.A., demand for tin plate faltered 

and the Kidwelly Tin Plate works closed in 1901. With about 700 men 

out of work unemployment was rife and there was little prospect of work 

in the area. It is no surprise therefore that by the 1911 census he was 

recorded as an above ground colliery worker.                                   (contd.) 
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Andrew never mastered the Welsh language despite having lived in an 

intensely Welsh area as a child, but I like to think he picked up some 

commonly used Welsh language, as for example; 
 

Bore Dda; good morning,  

Nos Dda; good night,  

Os gwelwch yn dda; please,  

 

No doubt they would probably have had a Scottish sound as well!  

                                     

Andrew lived until 1935 age stated as 82 – not correct if based on a birth 

date of 1855. His death certificate gives his occupation as butler. He and 

Margaret were living in Llanelly, next door to their nephew in Great 

Western Terrace.  

 

Margaret died of heart disease, aged 84, in 1943 at the home of her 

nephew at Coldstream Street, Llanelly. On her death certificate she is the 

widow of Andrew, a butler − so it seems he always retained this 

occupation regardless of his later work.  

   

                                                                                                John Bridger 

 

 

HILLINGDON LOCAL STUDIES SERVICE 

 

‘The Providence Congregational Church & Sunday School Uxbridge 

- Record of those who Served in the Great War 1914-1918’  

 

This slightly convoluted title hides one of our real treasures. Providence 

Congregational Church was located in The Lynch, Uxbridge from 1796 

until 1972, when it merged with a local Methodist congregation and 

moved to Belmont Road to become the now familiar Christ Church.  

 

What we call the ‘Providence Church album’ is a leather-bound volume 

containing 95 separate photographs of church members who fought in the 

First World War, together with brief service details. Although compiled 

at the end of the War, the album carries a curious ‘before and after’ effect 

because the photographs were obviously taken before the men went to 

fight, oblivious of the coming events written underneath their images. 

 
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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2014 marks the centenary of the start of the War, and for the next four 

years the London Borough of Hillingdon will be commemorating the 

conflict. During this period, Hillingdon Local Studies, Archives and 

Museum Service will be working with schools offering talks and 

reminiscence sessions. In August 2014 we will also open an exhibition 

relating to the War in the new Central Library and although plans are 

very much in their early stages, it is likely that the Providence album will 

form some part of the display. 

 

Despite the breadth of our holdings, we are surprisingly light on material 

relating to the First World War. So this month’s feature ends with an 

appeal. If any of you have items of local interest relating to the war which 

you would be willing to loan or donate to our collections, even for the 

period of the exhibition, they would be most welcome. They could range 

from family photos and letters to objects such as medals, wallets and 

embroidered cards. We aim to showcase the ordinary lives of men and 

women during the war, whether at home or abroad, so feel free to get in 

touch if you have anything appropriate. To paraphrase a certain poster 

from that time; ‘Your Local Studies Service needs you!’ 
 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

Examples of the pictures in the Providence Church Album 
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LONDON METROPOLITAN ARCHIVES ACADEMIC 

& FAMILY HISTORY FORUM OCTOBER 2013 

 

 

Matters of potential interest to Hillingdon FHS and its members: 

1) New Director — Geoff Pick (at least since I last attended) 

2) Stocktaking Closure: 31 October to l8 November 2013 

3) User Surveys: Both visitors and distance to be conducted for feedback 

4) New records:  Moorfields, London School of Medicine and others. 
 

ISSUES AFFECTING FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETIES (F.H.S.): 
 

Usual comments about Ancestry (poor transcriptions, missing documents 

etc.) and occasional non availability of web site or parts thereof. This is 

annoying for those who have made special visit to LMA (where there is 

free access).  

 

F.H.S.s are concentrating on transcribing other records e.g. school 

admission registers etc. and not parish registers. 

 

A question was raised about the cut-off date for publishing historic 

personal data e.g. baptisms.  

 

Some F.H.S.s are considering going over to e-journals mainly because of 

rising postage costs. I told the forum of our experience and the benefits 

this format can offer. 

 

L.M.A. Services: Trial Saturday openings have been very popular and 

will be continued. They have recruited experienced volunteers to help 

newcomers to get their research ‘kick-started’ on Saturdays and this has 

been well received. Following in our footsteps then.... 

 

Afterwards we saw the conservation room where they are repairing 19
th
 

century small-pox maps of London showing where outbreaks occurred 

and Middlesex Session Rolls. We said it is a pity that after such 

painstaking work they are not digitising the documents; funding is 

unavailable! We saw the new ‘mediatheque’ with interactive maps of 

London and Middlesex over various periods; an excellent resource but at 

present only available on site with limited printing. Some maps are on 

display in the exhibition area.                                                   

 

                                                                                                 John Symons 
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DEATH IN AN ASYLUM 

 

 

Recently I watched the episode of ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ which 

featured Gregg Wallace’s search for a female relative (he had her 

photograph but very little other information). She was eventually found 

as an inmate of a hospital/asylum and there he discovered that medical 

records contained some patient photographs. It was also mentioned that 

findmypast.co.uk (F.M.P.) now included some medical record 

information.  

 

All of this reminded me that the death of my paternal 2xgreat 

grandmother Hannah COLLINGE on 28
th

 April 1892, had taken place in 

the Prestwich Asylum, Manchester and that her death certificate indicates 

that a post-mortem had taken place. 

 

Fired by the hope of obtaining more information I searched F.M.P. and 

found the transcribed details of Prestwich Asylum Admissions 1851-

1901 for Hannah. These gave her age, date of death, marital status and 

number of children which confirmed that I had the right person.  

 

Armed with her admission date, 13
th
April 1892, her patient number 9581 

and archive reference number, I resolved to visit the Manchester 

Archives where the originals are kept. My June 2013 visit to Manchester 

should have provided the opportunity to see the record for myself but the 

library was closed. However, using the data I already had, I was able to 

order a hard copy online with the hope that it would contain a photograph 

of Hannah. 

 

Some weeks later the envelope arrived. I had assumed that any 

photograph would be on the front page and was greatly disappointed not 

to see one there. It was a formal Notice of Death which as it gave her 

husband’s name and address, further confirmed that this was the medical 

record of my Hannah. It was good to know that she had someone with 

her when she died and I assume that Margaret Hamlett was a nurse. 

 

Hannah died from Chronic Bronchitis and Emphysema. The secondary 

cause of death, not easy to read on her death certificate, was clarified by 

the new evidence as Pleuro Pneumonia. 

 
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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My disappointment did not last long and 

there was great excitement when I 

opened the two folded pages to find 

there was Hannah’s photograph.  

 

Finally I was face to face with my 

relative! She was obviously in bed when 

the photograph was taken, looks 

incredibly weary and much older than 

her 54 years.  

 

Nevertheless some family similarity 

tickled the back of my mind but who 

could it be?  

 

 

 

The initial case detail sheet mentioned ‘disconnected nonsense about a 

son Willie’ which triggered recollections of her son William Henry  

COLLINGE who last appeared in the 1881 census as a 17 year old Pupil 

Teacher living with his parents. Does this mean that he was still around 

in 1892 and further searches might perhaps find him? 

 

Notes of Hannah’s condition over the next few days demonstrated some 

of the similarities of the medical recordings which still form part of basic 

hospital care today; pulse, temperature and breathing as well as sleep, 

eating, drinking and the ubiquitous ‘bowels’. 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I was surprised to read of whisky used as a stimulant as I always thought 

that brandy was the medicinal recuperative. It was interesting to read of 

her ‘talk of being decoyed away to be sent to Canada’ as the topic was 

much in the minds of various members of the extended family who later 

emigrate there. After refusing whisky she is also quoted as having said 

‘won’t make her a drunkard’. This resonates with the temperance 

movement which had a strong hold in the north of England. All of this, 

together with the photograph, made me feel that I was beginning to know 

her better.  

 

Hannah died in the asylum after a short stay. Had she lived in our era 

when it is known that various illnesses including respiratory infections 

can cause mental confusion, she would certainly not have been placed in 

an asylum.  

 

She would have been treated with antibiotics and it would have been 

unlikely that she would have died at the age of 54 years.  

 

On the other hand had Hannah not been in the asylum I would not have 

had the opportunity to get to know a little of her life. I shared the 

photograph and information with several family members my sister 

realised that Hannah’s great granddaughter, my father’s sister and our 

Aunt Flo (Florence), had the look of her. Good to ‘meet’ you Hannah! 

 

                                                                                               Jenny Mundy 

 

 

 

PLEASE READ THIS! 

 

 

We have to report that the British Library Newspaper archive at 

Colindale, Middlesex will close for good on 8
th
 November 2013. 

Following the closure microfilm collections, which currently satisfy some 

56% of newspaper requests, will be moved to St Pancras, along with 

reference works and a small number of high-use titles. These will be 

available again at St. Pancras in February 2014. It is hoped that print 

newspapers will become available for ordering again in autumn 2014. 

Items not available on microfilm or digitally will arrive at St. Pancras 

from Boston Spa within 48 hours. 

 

 

 



 

 
Hillingdon Family History Society               17                                      December 2013 

ANOTHER FAMILY STORY 

 

 

In the 1750s one of my ancestors acquired BOWES as a middle name. I 

wanted to know how this had come about but after much unsuccessful 

research I let it rest. However recent events caused me to look again and 

an ‘explanation’ emerged that may not be true but it does make for an 

interesting tale. 

 

I found that there was a marriage around 1790 between the Reverend 

David MORGAN and Mary Bowes YOUNG (born c1759) the daughter 

of Thomas and Sarah YOUNG. David and Mary had a daughter Mary 

Bowes MORGAN who married my 4x great grandfather James Edward 

Morton DOUGLAS (J.E.M.D). (His granddaughter Lucy Ann 

DOUGLAS was my great-grandmother). I felt that there was something 

interesting to be unearthed and there certainly was − but when I found it I 

was surprised at its source.   

    

Thomas and Sarah lived in the Harting area of West Sussex where co-

incidentally David MORGAN was a curate before he went to Wales as 

vicar of Llangeler, Carmarthenshire. Although there were some BOWES 

in Sussex around Harting, I could find no connection with Thomas and 

Sarah, but a little later I found the will of Reverend David MORGAN.  

                                                                                                       
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The underlined portion declares ‘unto my beloved wife Mary Bowes 

Morgan, daughter of Thomas Young and Sarah his wife of Elsted in the 

county of Sussex’. This was a key find because it removed any doubt as to 

the parents of Mary Bowes MORGAN which was particularly important 

in view of what I found out later.  

 

Recently and quite unexpectedly, an extraordinary alternative story about 

the origin of the Bowes in Mary Bowes Young's name came to light, but 

not through the usual channels of research. 

 

Last year I met in London a 4
th
 cousin, Judy FLINT, from Tasmania. She 

has a connection with J.E.M.D. through Adela, another of his grand 

daughters, who emigrated to Australia in 1892. 

 

Fortunately Adela and her descendants preserved the many letters and 

photographs sent to them until the 1930s. 
 

The letters, from relatives in 

Scotland, described much of 

the family background of 

Adela’s grand- and great- 

grandparents lives.  

 

In particular letters to 

Adela’s son and grandson 

offered the alternative 

explanation as to how the 

BOWES name became part 

of the family name. 
 

Below I quote directly from 

these letters which as well as 

the interesting information 

gives a flavour of the 

personal nature of the 

correspondance. 
 

An Early Portrait of Adela            
 

‘Now I shall tell you as far as I know about the Welsh connection and 

how it came about. There was a Captain Young in the Royal Navy. 

Commander of a battleship and afterwards rose to be Admiral Young. He 

married a French lady whose name is not recorded in the family papers.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In the end he was Sir Frederick Young. Well, his wife (thought to be 

Bourbon) went into very good society in London and became acquainted 

with Sir George Bowes and his 

only daughter Mary, the great 

North of England heiress. Sir 

George was very rich and had 

great coalmines near Durham 

and a place called Castle 

Barnard. Captain Young had a 

daughter and Mary Bowes was 

her godmother and she was 

called Mary Bowes Young. She 

married a clergyman. They 

had three daughters, the eldest 

of whom married Captain J .E. 

Douglas of the 10th Hussars, 

her name was Mary Young 

Morgan. She had a sister 

called Louisa Bowes Morgan 

and another Marjorie Hilton 

Morgan’ 

 

            George Bowes 1740 
 

As the following extract from another letter reveals, it seems that the 

friendship between Captain YOUNG and Sir George BOWES was 

cemented when they met in unusual circumstances: 

 

‘It might be interesting to know that Captain Young and his wife were 

going out to dinner one winter evening and crossing Hampstead Heath 

near London when they came upon highwaymen attacking a carriage and 

a pair of horses. Shots were being fired and the occupants of the 

carriage, a lady and gentleman were evidently hard put to it. Captain 

Young stopped his own carriage and went to the rescue and put the 

highwaymen to flight.  

 

The lady and gentleman rescued turned out to be Sir George Bowes and 

his daughter Mary Eleanor, afterwards Countess of Strathmore.  
 

Sir George Bowes gave a casket of silver knives and forks to Captain 

Young, and this laid the foundation of the friendship, which came into 

being between the two families’.                                                       (contd.) 
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In 1767 Mary Eleanor 

BOWES, born 1749, 

married John LYON, 

Earl of Strathmore, on 

her 18th birthday. She 

then took the surname 

BOWES-LYON later 

carried into recent 

times by a descendant 

Elizabeth BOWES-

LYON (the Queen 

Mother).                               

            John Lyon                                                      Mary Eleanor Bowes 
 

These explanations called for some detective work. There appeared to be 

no common ground in any of the details but the Bowes name is unusual 

so there must be an answer somewhere. 
 

The West Sussex Records Office confirmed the details I already knew 

concerning Thomas and Sarah YOUNG and they also provided a copy of 

the baptism entry of Mary Bowes YOUNG, daughter of Thomas and 

Sarah Young, at Chichester in 1766. They also found the marriage of a 

Thomas Young, widower of Portsmouth, to a Sarah Leddell in Chichester 

in 1765. It is very probable that these were Mary’s parents. 

 

A further twist emerged from another of Adela's family letters. This 

describes the continuing contact between Mary BOWES-LYON and 

Mary Bowes YOUNG; 

 

‘She was godmother to the wife (Mary Bowes YOUNG) of the Rev. David 

Morgan and often wrote to her. My father had a number of letters which 

the Countess of Strathmore had written to his grandmother, Mrs. Morgan 

the goddaughter ...’ 

   

These letters would be invaluable proof of the family connection; but 

were they available to view? Sadly, it seems that due to a 

misunderstanding they were inadvertently handed to the Strathmore 

family during the 1870s and were said to be in the muniment* room at 

their residence, Glamis Castle. The archivist there was most helpful but 

after an intensive search failed to find confirmation of any 

correspondence between the Countess and her goddaughter and there was 

no mention of the goddaughter in diaries written by the Countess. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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She said that the negative results did not prove that such writings had 

never existed because there was no guarantee that every family paper 

would survive the passing of time. This was disappointing, to say the 

least, since even a scant reference could have been explosive. 

 

Moving away from BOWES-LYON I followed another line of enquiry to 

establish whether there ever was an Admiral Sir Frederick Young. One 

difficulty was to put some dates to events. 

 

If Mary BOWES was born in 1749 and the Highwayman incident took 

place prior to her marriage in 1767, at that time Frederick Young was still 

a Captain so his rise to Admiral would be towards the later 1700's.  

 

So presuming he was in the Royal Navy there should be an official listing 

to consult. The listing at the National Archives showed a number of 

Admirals named Young but no Frederick, no matching dates and no-one 

in the History of R.N. Officers Service records with the correct dates and 

name. The National Maritime Records and even Google couldn't find the 

answer! 

 

By the 1850s Adela, her father 

Reverend J. J. Douglas 

(pictured here) and the rest of 

the family lived in Kirriemuir, 

Scotland where he was the 

vicar.  

 

To my surprise I found that 

Kirriemuir is situated adjacent 

to Glamis Castle!  

 

It seems that there was a warm 

relationship between the 

Reverend, his family and the 

Strathmores. The Reverend 

could have found a living 

almost anywhere else in the 

country but he arrived at 

Kirriemuir.  

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Was this pure coincidence? Having arrived there he would have naturally 

developed friendships in Kirriemuir as part of his pastoral work.  

 

If not a coincidence was there an element of truth in the BOWES 

connection, the strength of which might still have held sway in family 

relationships? The previous Countess (the 9
th

 née Mary BOWES) was 

said to be godmother to the Reverend's grandmother. The Reverend died 

in 1899 and his resting place is in Glamis Castle cemetery! 

 

I would have been thrilled if there had been even a chink of evidence to 

support this story but nothing has come to light. However I find it hard to 

believe that the Reverend, who was also a Canon of Perth Cathedral, 

would have countenanced and perpetuated such a story unless he felt 

happy about it. 

 

But there again it was his daughter Gertrude, Adela's sister, who wrote 

those letters at various times up to the 1930s. So did she get the story 

from her father the vicar, or did she put her own ideas into writing?  

 

In the cold light of the evidence gathered, my verdict is that Mary Bowes 

Young is the daughter of Thomas and Sarah YOUNG; but that BOWES 

name must have come from somewhere! 

 

                                                                                                John Bridger 

* A room in a cathedral or castle, or other public building, which is 

used for keeping the records, charters, seals, deeds, etc. 

 

 

THE ERRANT DOCTOR 

 

 

Born in 1861 in Cardinham, Cornwall, John Bate BAWDEN was the son 

of James BAWDEN and the grandson of Elizabeth SYMONS of St. 

Minver, Cornwall. As such he sat in my family tree for many years, but 

beyond his childhood I knew nothing about him. With the advances in 

availability of records it was time to see what became of him.  

 

My interest was rewarded when I discovered that the 1891 census records 

him in Hampstead and listed his occupation as a surgeon and physician.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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This was confirmed by the medical registers available from Ancestry 

online which recorded that he qualified in Edinburgh. Reference to the 

Scottish 1881 census confirmed his occupation as a medical student there. 

This all looked very promising. 

 

The medical registers were issued annually, although he did not appear in 

every one, but each gave a current address. It soon became apparent that 

he was more than usually mobile. Combining the registers and the 

censuses, he appears in Tipton, Staffordshire; Camberwell in South 

London; Hampstead in Middlesex; Cardinham, Roche and Bodmin in 

Cornwall; Swansea and Scunthorpe. Latterly he called himself a General 

Medical Practitioner. In 1889 he married Mary PHILLIPS at St. Saviour’s 

Church, Denmark Hill, London and in 1916 he died in Bodmin, 

Cornwall. 

 

I might well have left it there but I had a suspicion there could be more 

about our doctor to be found. Happily his name was quite unusual and a 

Google search immediately indicated a mention in the Parliamentary 

publication Hansard for July 1906, headed ‘Case of Dr. John Bate 

BAWDEN’;  

 

‘Mr. Bowles, MP for Lambeth & Norwood had asked the Secretary of 

State for the Home Department, Mr. Gladstone*, whether he was aware 

that due to a “slight infraction of etiquette Dr Bawden had been struck 

off the medical register following a Meeting of the General Medical 

Council’.  
 

Mr. Bowles asked Mr. Gladstone if the government was prepared to 

introduce legislation to limit the powers of the council to bring cases of 

unprofessional conduct before a Divisional Court.  

 

Mr. Gladstone replied that after a prolonged and careful trial, the Council 

came to the conclusion that ‘a grave professional offence’ had been 

committed by Dr. BAWDEN and that he was not prepared to introduce 

legislation on the lines suggested. So what offence had Dr. BAWDEN 

commited? The answer lies in the records of the proceedings of the 

General Medical Council (GMC), also now available online.           

 

On 2nd June 1906 Dr. BAWDEN appeared before the GMC to answer 

the following charge: 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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‘That you accepted and held, until after you had received notice of the 

present complaint, the appointment of paid medical officer of the 

Blaenavon Tradespeople’s Doctor’s Fund, an association which 

systematically practises canvassing for the purpose of procuring 

patients’. 

 

To put some flesh on these bones it seems that this fund was a form of 

early private medical insurance. People would contribute a regular sum 

and this would enable the doctor to be paid in the event of a consultation 

or treatment. The real issue was that the fund actively canvassed for 

patients on behalf of the doctor and this was strictly against the code of 

ethics for doctors. Just one year before in 1905 the GMC had issued a 

statement reiterating this point. 

 

Prior to Dr. BAWDEN’s involvement the Fund had approached two local 

doctors, Dr. Skrimshire and Dr. Avarne, to ask if they would participate. 

Both declined so the fund invited Dr. BAWDEN who accepted and he 

moved to Blaenavon, Monmouthshire (yet another location for our 

peripatetic doctor) to take up the appointment. Both the resident doctors 

gave evidence and although they professed no self interest it seems likely 

that they were the instigators of the complaint. Dr. BAWDEN was said to 

have been warned of his position by letter. He was said to have then 

severed his connection with the Fund but continued to actively canvass 

for patients in a private capacity.  

Dr. BAWDEN’s defence was essentially that he did not know that what 

he was doing contradicted the GMC’s code of ethics. The argument did 

not wash and his name was erased from the register. 

 

The good news for Dr. BAWDEN was that a few years later his name 

was reinstated on the register and he resumed his practice at many and 

various locations, although it is not clear exactly how this came about.  

 

His real problem was being alive at the wrong time. In 1986 the GMC 

decided to revisit their stance on advertising as stated in 1905, and 

decided to permit it with certain conditions. Dr. BAWDEN would no 

doubt have appreciated that. 

                                                                                                 John Symons 

 

*Mr. Herbert John Gladstone, First Viscount Gladstone GCB, GCMG, 

GBE, PC, JP;  son of the Liberal Prime Minister Mr. William Gladstone. 
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 MORE THAN YOU THOUGHT! 

 

 

Our thanks go to Colyn Storer in Australia for the following information 

that came to light whilst she was searching the 1815 burial records for 

Harefield Parish on Ancestry. She duly found the burial record of the 

person she was seeking and as so often happens, found extra information 

courtesy of Godfrey Faussett. That year he had carried out a number of 

burial services at St. Mary the Virgin, Harefield, Middlesex and in 

addition to the normal record of burial date, name, age and abode he 

chose to add personal details/relationships and the occupations of the 

individuals. 

 

Looking at these particular images (3 pages) another fact is obvious: of 

the twenty eight burials during 1815, eleven died of small pox (29%). 

Interestingly it also seems that it was only Godfrey Faussett that provided 

this extra detail, for burials carried out by other officials there are no 

other snippets of personal information.    

 

                                                                                                 

Extract from one of the pages in question showing the details mentioned. 

 

 

 



 

 
Hillingdon Family History Society               26                                      December 2013 

HAPPY FAMILIES? (PART 4): THE WATER FAMILY 

 

 

Mr. Water the Turncock, as the badge on his hat denotes, had an official 

appointment working for the local water company. He is shown attending 

a burst pipe in a paved street which 

would have been in a wealthier area.  His 

duties included opening and closing the 

water supply with the ‘key’ which he 

had been carrying. In addition he had to 

inform householders that their water was 

being turned off. His white collar, cravat 

with a pin (possibly of precious metal), a 

smart-looking three piece suit and a 

walking cane with an ornamental head 

reflects his status and authority in the 

community. While he would turn off the 

water he would certainly not be the 

person doing the dirty work of mending 

the pipe he was in fact a ‘white collar’ 

worker. 

 

The water theme runs through out the 

family cards. Mrs. Water is shown 

working hard in the domestic 

environment with a mop and bucket full 

of water (no doubt supplied by the 

company for which her husband works) 

cleaning the path outside their front 

door.  The step would have been cleaned 

with the special ‘donkey stone’ to 

lighten it, a source of great pride to show 

her domestic prowess to all the 

neighbours. She is wearing pattens on 

her shoes to raise her above the dirt and 

wet. Not only has she rolled up her 

sleeves but the bib of a protective apron 

shows above her blue dress which she 

has girded up over her red and black striped underskirt or petticoat so it 

won’t get dirtied.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Her hair has been drawn up into a bun kept tidy with a hair net. Married 

women did not wear their hair loose and hanging and the simplicity of the 

style is indicative that she is not from the higher social classes. 

 

Their son, Master Water, wearing a 

white collar, a suit and especially the 

striped cap reminiscent of a school 

uniform is obviously a school boy. He 

is shown in the garden which appears to 

have beds growing plants associated 

with decoration rather than the need to 

supply food. It has a brick wall 

matching that around the front door 

where his mother was working which 

would seem to enclose a private garden 

reflecting the social position of his 

family. He is carrying a spray – I 

remember one very similar when I was 

a child being used to spray fungicides 

on the red currant bushes in our garden 

to rid them of their massive ‘crop’ of caterpillars. Young Master Water 

obviously has mischief in mind aiming probably water rather than 

fungicide at the unsuspecting cat on the wall. 
 

Miss Water is also using the supplies 

from her father’s employers to bath her 

doll with the large bowl reminiscent of 

the tin bath which would have been 

their lot as there would not have been a 

bathroom. Like her mother she wears a 

protective apron over her dress with her 

sleeves rolled up, a vital point as she 

would not have had many dresses to 

wear.  She is standing at a stone sink 

with one tap indicating that the house, 

maybe due to her father’s position, had 

piped cold water. Other families shown 

in the pack did not have this facility. I 

wonder did they also have the luxury of 

a Water Closet? 

                                                                                                    

                                                                                                Jenny Mundy 
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A SUSSEX MARRIAGE 

 

 

I had always been told that I had a Sussex ancestry but this must have 

been some time ago since my BRIDGER family had been in South Wales 

since the 1820s.  

 

My 3x grandfather Francis BRIDGER was born in Pagham, Sussex in 

1807 and he moved to South Wales in the 1820s. His father John 

BRIDGER, a yeoman farmer, had a Sussex ancestral line back to Rogeri 

BRIDGER born c1535 in the Chichester area.   

 

John married Sarah STAKER and it was this that I was particularly 

interested in because they had married under the licence of the 

Archbishop of Chichester. This meant that a bond (parts of which are 

reproduced below) in the sum of £200.00 was needed and this was 

provided by another yeoman farmer, James FLORANCE of West 

Wittering, Sussex. 

 

The marriage took place in West Wittering where Sarah lived and since 

Pagham is fairly close to West Wittering, it is possible that all the parties 

were known to each other. 

 

But who was James FLORANCE?  

 

The bond document gave no other details but a random enquiry on a 

Google search provided a lead. The National Archives site reported that 

there was a reference to a James Florance in the records of the George III 

Enclosure Acts of 1793. (Ref. Act, 31 Geo III c32 &33 (Private); award, 

1793).  His name appears in these Acts enclosing West Wittering 

Common and Birdham Common which granted his appointment as 

valuer to the commissioners in both cases. The original documents are 

held by the West Sussex Record Office 

 

The enclosure Acts were a means of redistributing land in order to 

achieve more efficient and productive farming by joining strips of open 

fields to make larger compact units of land and which were 

fenced/hedged off from the next person’s land. In this way a farmer had 

land in one farm rather than in separate strips. 

 
                                                                                                (contd.) 
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The position of Valuer was an unenviable role; it was likely to be 

controversial with land owners, farmers, commoners etc. all with their 

own idea of the value and costs of their land.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The commissioners had a difficult task since various pressures were 

always out to influence the allotments granted.  

 

James' appointment seems to indicate a reliable person, experienced in 

land matters, because as well as the cash value the quality of the land was 

taken into account and evaluated.  

 

These are only a minimal indications of their duties but for readers who 

would like to know more about the Enclosures there is a excellent essay 

on the subject by Stephen Grey published 1995-97 (see Google - 

Enclosure Acts for this and much  more on the subject.). 

 

 

 

A typical yeoman's house in the Chichester area 

                                                                                                       

                                                                                                John Bridger 
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A TALK ─ WAYS OF PRESENTING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY 

 

 

On the evening of Thursday 19
th

 September, Ian Harvey and John 

Symons jointly explained the best (and worst) ways of presenting your 

family history. 

 

They made the point that the way you show your results can be in many 

different formats. You may wish to create a chart to hang on the wall, or a 

written volume possibly with photographs, or just a collection of simple 

charts for you to better understand the relationships within your family. 

There is no right way but whichever you choose it needs to be clear, 

accurate and backed up by sources.  

 

Various types of charts were shown and explained. The main types were 

highlighted; DESCENDANTS CHARTS (drop-down is the traditional 

type) and the rules for their production were described and PEDIGREE or 

ANCESTRAL CHARTS (the ‘birth brief’ is the most common and 

useful).  

 

Charts can be produced by hand or through a computer software program. 

Each method has its ‘pros.’ and ‘cons’. Examples of circular charts, ‘tree’ 

charts (complete with trunk and branches) and other styles were also 

shown. 

 

A family ‘narrative’ can also be a useful way of presenting a large 

amount of information in a limited space but relationships may be hard to 

follow. 

 

The concluding recommendations were that everyone should produce at 

least a basic ‘birth brief’ or ‘pedigree chart’ and a simple drop down 

descendant chart for each of the researched lines.  

 

A written family history is also very useful as a reference source. If this is 

the chosen method it is important to include a bibliography of the sources 

used in order to substantiate any facts quoted in the text. 

 

John and Ian illustrated their talk with examples of the different styles of 

the generic term ‘FAMILY TREE’ some of which are shown below:  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
 

 



 

 
Hillingdon Family History Society               32                                      December 2013 

HAND DRAWN SCRAWL: has plenty of data but can be 

indecipherable, lines of descent unclear and generations are jumbled. 

 

 

BIRTH BRIEF: clear, quick, any lines not investigated are obvious but 

only 5 generations possible on A4 and early generations have limited 

information. 

                                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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DROP LINE PEDIGREE: traditional with oldest generation at top, 

clear lines of descent but if not properly structured can be indecipherable, 

lines of descent are unclear if generations jumbled together and unless 

some branches are compromised the chart can be unwieldy due to width. 
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WILL I BE LAMENTING THE HFHS LIBRARY? 

 

 

Nearly four years ago I retired after nineteen years as a school librarian. 

My husband in his wisdom said, ‘you need something to fill your time’ 

and promptly volunteered me as your librarian. I can’t believe it was just 

to get me out of the house to give him a few hours of peace and quiet!   

 

Well, whatever it was, I thought how difficult could it be? After all I had 

run a school library for years! 

 

So I went along to the research room one Friday morning and asked 

‘where is the library?’ I was taken into a cupboard where there were 

several boxes and bags of books piled high on the cupboard floor. What 

had my husband let me in for? 

 

After the initial shock I thought, ‘I can do this’. I took all the boxes and 

bags home and spread the books all over my dining room table. I devised 

my own system and catalogued them in different subjects. This took 

several months, but eventually the library evolved. I typed up the 

catalogued lists which John Symons and Doug Adams put on the 

H.F.H.S. web site.  

 

The next requirement was to find somewhere to display the books; there 

were hundreds of them! After the infamous ‘cupboard’ had been re-

arranged it was decided to use the existing shelving. Hopefully the library 

would not end up in boxes and bags again. 

 

I have to report however that in the time that the library has been up and 

running, only TEN books have been loaned out. This is very 

disappointing considering the work involved in setting it up and it must 

be remembered that cupboard space is limited − if the library isn’t used 

we will lose it!  

 

It may be that many do not realise books can be borrowed so you are very 

welcome to make use of this facility. The library is open each of our 

Meeting evenings and when the Research Room is open. If you would 

like to see the library catalogue on our web site click on Research Room, 

then ‘To see our library catalogue of Books available for lending’.  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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There is also a typed copy that I will have available at the meetings. We 

have journals from many other Family History Societies both in this 

country and Australia. These can also be borrowed. 

 

I hope that I have brought the library to your attention so why not check 

out our stock of books you never know what you may find!   

 

I really think it would be a shame to once again relegate the library to 

boxes and bags on the cupboard floor or worse still, be disposed of 

entirely! 

 

                                                                                                       Val Fitch 

 

 
 

 

 

Hillingdon Family History Society A.G.M. 2014 

 

 

The 26
th

 Annual General Meeting to be held at 7.30 p.m. on 

Thursday 20th March 2014 at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church,  

Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex 

 

 

Agenda 

 

1.  Apologies for absence 

 

2.  Minutes of the 25
th

 Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 21st     

March 2013 at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, Hercies Road 

 

3.  Matters arising 

 

4.  Chairman’s Report 

 

5.  Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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6.  Election of Officers: 

a.  President 

b.  Chairman 

c.  Vice-Chairman (joint) 

d.  Administrative Secretary 

e.  Treasurer 

 

 

7.  Executive Committee (maximum 15 members) 

The following are proposed: 

Jude Baker, Patricia Reynolds, Alan Rowland, Valerie Fitch & 

Douglas Adams 

  

8.  Appointment of Auditor 

 

9.  Any other business 

 

Nominations for the above should be with the Administrative Secretary, 

Gill May by 20th February 2014. 

 

Hillingdon Family History Society A.G.M. 2013 

 

Minutes of the 25
th

 A.G.M. held on Thursday 21st March 2013 

at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex 

 

1.  Apologies for absence from Val Fitch, Susan Mahoney, John 

Lovelock, Jean Nisbet 

 

2.  Minutes of the 24
th

 A.G.M. held at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 

Hercies Road, Hillingdon on Thursday 15th March 2012.  Accepted 

and proposed by John Symons and seconded by Judith Baker. 

 

3.  There were no matters arising. 

 

4.  The Chairman’s report (printed in the June 2012 issue of the journal) 

was read and accepted.  Proposed by Ian Harvey and seconded by 

Judith Baker. 

 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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5. The Hon. Treasurer presented the Annual Accounts.   These will be     

    printed in the June journal.  Charles was thanked for his production of     

    the accounts and acceptance was proposed by Ian Harvey and seconded  

    by Derek Blackwell.   

 

6.  The following Officers were elected: 

a.  President   :  Michael Gandy 

b.  Chairman   :  Ian Harvey 

c.  Vice-Chairman (joint) :  John Symons & Joy Higgs 

d.  Administrative Secretary :  Gill May 

e.  Treasurer   :  Charles Hampshire  

 

All the above were proposed by Jean Gorman and seconded by Philippa 

Long. A vote of thanks was expressed to Michael Gandy for continuing 

to be our President.  

 

7.  The following, together with the above, were elected to the Executive 

committee: 

Patricia Reynolds   Jude Baker  Alan Rowland  

Valerie Fitch  Douglas Adams  

All the committee were unanimously proposed by John Symons and 

seconded by Judith Baker.        

 

8.  Appointment of Auditor, Joe Ross. 

Proposed by Ian Harvey and seconded by Gill May. 

 

9.  Any other business. 

 

We are looking at ways to use the data we hold, which is currently on 

fiche and CD through Find My Past. The sale of fiche and CDs has 

almost dried up. 

 

Lesley Adams queried the costs of the research room. We propose to 

try and trim rental expenditure by reducing committee meetings and 

possibly cut the dates the research room is open. We will also hold 

meetings with U3A Group which means we share the cost of the hall 

and the cost of speakers. 

 

It was suggested that we put the cost up to £2 per hour but it is difficult 

trying to get the balance right.  

  
                                                                                                       (contd.) 
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Further suggestions were made we put £1 in the pot for visiting the 

meeting. Lots of people buy a lucky draw programme. Put a donation 

box in the research room. 

 

The thoughts of everyone are much appreciated. 

 

A vote of thanks to the officers of the Society was given by Derek 

Blackwell. 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

I hope everyone enjoyed the summer and 

made the most of the warm weather. 
 

This is the last journal covered by your 

2013 subscription and we hope that you 

have enjoyed each of this year’s editions. 

We also hope that you will renew your 

membership; subscriptions are due on 1
st
 

January 2014 irrespective of your joining 

date. A subscription renewal form is 

inside this journal; please send the completed form together with your 

remittance as this enables me to keep track of the renewals. If you pay by 

cheque please make them payable to HILLINGDON F.H.S. and not to 

me. Alternatively you can elect to pay by standing order. We do not issue 

a separate receipt but your new membership card will count as your 

receipt.  

 

Thank you to all who have written to me during the last year, it is lovely 

to hear from you all and to meet some of you at the fairs we attend with 

our bookstall. 

 

May I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and I look forward to seeing 

you all again in 2014. 

                                                                                        

                                                                                         Patricia Reynolds 
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WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

C70 Mr. Chris Clark 

Email: chris@farmclark.co.uk 

4 Richards Close, Hillingdon, 

Middlesex. UB10 0BT 

C71 Mrs. Judy Cowan 

Email: chris@farmclark.co.uk 

4 Richards Close, Hillingdon, 

Middlesex. UB10 0BT 

F30 Miss Rosemary Francis 

Email: lacymaria@hotmail.co.uk 

4A Austins Lane, Ickenham, 

Middlesex. UB10 8RH 

M92 Mr. David Morgan 85 Sharps Lane, Ruislip, 

Middlesex. HA4 7HZ 

 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 

D24 Mrs. Ann Deamer Orchard House, Autumn Walk, 

Wargrave. RG10 8BS  

 

 

 

UXBRIDGE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

Meetings take place at Christ Church, Uxbridge at 7.30 p.m. unless 

otherwise stated. 

 

21
st
 January The Great Barn at Harmondsworth Justine Bailey 

18
th
 February Windsor Castle Leslie Grout 

18
th
 March Vanished Pubs of  Uxbridge Tony Mitchell 

15
th
 April Annual General Meeting and 

Old Photographs of Uxbridge 

 

 

 
 

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
 

Regular meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each month 

at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow and start at 7.45 pm.  
 

In addition, many of the Society's resources and indexes are normally 

available for consultation from about 7.15 pm. Please note parking in the 

adjacent car park on Montague Road is free after 6.30 pm. 
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2013 PROGRAMME 

                                                                            

19
th
 Dec. Christmas Social and Researching 

Publican and Brewery Ancestors 

Sylvia and Simon 

Fowler 

 

 

 

 

 

  RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 
 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

                                                                                                            

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 

answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 

 

 

 

HELP LINE ─ BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 

 

 

 

 

 

OBITUARY 

 
 

We were sad to learn of the sudden passing of our member ALISTAIR 

ANDERSON (A36) who died on 6
th
 August 2013. Although Alistair had 

only been a member for about a year he came to the Research Room 

regularly and was amazed at what we were able to help him find about his 

family. 

 

We send our sincere condolences to his wife Jane and his family. 
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 

 

Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 

monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 

authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3
rd

 

Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 

have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 

of interest. Visitors are always welcome at the monthly meetings 

(entrance £1.00). Doors open 7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 

Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 

Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 

1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 

growing collection of source material including census records, parish 

records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 

print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 

of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 

meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 

good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 

Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 

sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 

and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 

our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 

large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain 

and overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids 

and background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 

meeting dates all of which take place at:  

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 
 

The annual membership is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 

same address), £12 (Europe, individual), £14 (Rest of the World 

individual). N.B. For overseas members if the journal is emailed in pdf 

format then the Europe and Rest of the World rates are reduced to £10.     
 

For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 

20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 

 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

Ickenham Inhabitants 1841 and 1851 census transcription indexed 5.50 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 90p 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 

Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

 

There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 

of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor and is open one 

morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 

at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 
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Membership    Patricia Reynolds                                          01895 444442 

                        20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, W. Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex.                     

                                                        UB7 8LR 

U.K. 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

      

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

 

LONDON BOROUGH OF 

         HILLINGDON 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


