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PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 

 

2012 
 

Unless stated otherwise all meetings take place at 
Hillingdon Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road,  

Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9EL 
Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 
Thursday 19th January 

 
  John Symons ‘Family History Sources on the 

Internet: An Update’.   
Thursday 16th February 

 
Tony Mitchell ‘Belmont House and Its People’; 

power point presentation 
Thursday 15th March 

 
A.G.M. To Follow; Uxbridge Past,  

                    a short film. 
Thursday 19th April 

 
T.B.A. T.B.A. 

Thursday 17th May 
 

Barry Twigg ‘Sixty Years of Marvellous 
Modern Monarchy and More to 
Come’; illustrated talk. 

Thursday 21st June 
 

Colin Oakes ‘Oranges and Lemons’; the 
Churches of the Nursery Rhyme. 

Thursday 19th July 
 

Ken Pearce ‘Hillingdon and the Olympic 
Games’; 1908 and 1948. 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 
Thursday 20th 

September 
David Annal ‘Counting the People’; census 

returns online. 
Thursday 18th October 

 
OPEN 

EVENING 
‘INTERESTING MEMBERS’ 

Thursday 15th 
November 

T.B.A. T.B.A. 

DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING 

 
 
 
 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 
meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1.
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
 

 
I wrote my June Notes in May when we were basking in a spring heat 
wave.  I am writing my December Notes in late September/early October 
when we are again enjoying an incredibly warm and sunny spell.  Perhaps 
the less said about the intervening weather the better! 
 
In these notes I try to draw attention to perhaps less well-known sources 
of material that may be useful to our research into family history.  These 
may be museums or websites or publications by other family history 
societies.  All have their part to play as we try and fill out the details of 
our ancestors’ lives. 
 
In August I was staying for a few days in Bosham, near Chichester in 
West Sussex. This is a very beautiful area and the church in Bosham is 
one of the reputed burial places of King Harold of 1066 fame (the other is 
Waltham Abbey in Hertfordshire). 
 
Whilst there I visited the Amberley Open Air Museum, which is about 
half an hour’s drive east of Chichester and just north of Arundel. For 
opening times and other information visit their website on: 
http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/   
 
For anyone researching their family history and whose ancestors, in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries were not Ag. Labs., this place is 
fascinating. 
 
Rather like the Chiltern Open Air Museum (with which many of you are 
familiar) numerous ancient buildings have been brought together on one 
site and re-erected.  The site itself is an old chalk quarry where they made 
lime for building uses and needless to say there are kilns and plenty of 
other industrial structures relating to this industry.  However, there is also 
a lot more. 
 
The theme of the museum seems to be old manufacturing trades and the 
products that they produced. Thus when you enter there is a functioning 
19th century blacksmith’s forge and there is a 19th century printers with 
functioning presses.  
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Also, there is: an overwhelming display of carpenters’ tools; a brick 
making workshop; a potter’s workshop; a 1920s bicycle shop and a bus 
depot from the same period.   
 
There is a display of every radio and television since they were invented 
and an entire building devoted to the history of the telephone as well as 
the equipment and tools associated with it.  Electrical items are treated in 
the same way – as are steam generators and steam railways.  And there is 
yet more! 
 
Did you have an ancestor that worked in one of these trades in the 
nineteenth or twentieth centuries?  What is really great is that each 
exhibition has a guide who readily answered questions about the trades 
and what was involved in the manufacturing process. One of my 
ancestors was a wheelwright and the museum has a fully functioning 
wheelwright’s shop.  I spent nearly an hour talking to the wheelwright 
himself and he showed me the tools used, the techniques of the trade and 
explained how wheels and in fact entire carts were constructed.  He was 
genuinely keen to share his knowledge. 
 
It is perhaps a bit far to go for a day-trip but if you have the chance to go 
to this part of the country I strongly recommend a visit.  The collection 
and the guides provide some fascinating insights into a whole host of 
trades. 
 
As this will appear in the December issue it remains for me to wish you a 
very Happy Christmas and New Year.  I look forward to seeing you in 
2012 for another programme of thought-provoking and interesting talks 
on Family History. 
 
                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
 
 

EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 
 

 

Thanks to all those readers who submitted articles for inclusion in our 
journals we should now be able to revert to 44 page editions. We would 
still like to hear from the rest of our 200+ members because we are sure 
that many of you have stories and hints on how to research all of which 
will be interesting and helpful to the membership.                                 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
 

 



4 

WE FEEL YOU WILL BE INTERESTED IN OUR JANUARY 
MEETING WHEN ALL THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS ON THE 
VARIOUS FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH WEB SITES WILL BE 
SHOWN. TIPS WILL BE GIVEN ON HOW TO USE THE LATEST 
VERSIONS AND DATABASES AVAILABLE. WHY NOT COME 
ALONG AND LEARN ALL ABOUT IT? 

 
Members might be interested to know that from Monday 14th November 
2011 the London Metropolitan Archives opening hours will be as 
follows:  
 

Monday 9:30am - 4:45pm 
Tuesday 9:30am - 7:30pm 
Wednesday 9:30am - 7:30pm 
Thursday 9:30am - 7:30pm 
Friday CLOSED  
For Saturday openings please check the website:  
 

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/lma  
 

 

DEADLINE DATES FOR 2012 JOURNALS 
 
 

MARCH JOURNAL……………………………………..30th JANUARY 
 

JUNE JOURNAL….……………………………………………. 7th MAY     
 

 
 

 
To all our members and readers of this journal  

from  
Tom Morgan, John Symons and Alan Rowland 
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COCK THROWING IN HAYES 
 
 
Another subject to emerge from entries made by the Reverend Charles 
Manning in the Hayes parish burial registers is that known as ‘cock 
throwing in the churchyard’ or more accurately ‘throwing at cocks’.  
 
Cock throwing was a barbaric sport allied to cock fighting although rather 
less common. A rooster was tied to a post and specially weighted sticks 
called cockstieles were thrown at it until it died and by tradition all of this 
usually took place on Shrove Tuesday. 
 
 

 
1807 Cock-Throwing Shrove Tuesday. 

Illustration from ‘Old England, A Pictorial Museum’ edited by Charles 
Knight (James Sangster & Co, c 1845). 

 
 
So it was on 19th February 1749/50 (before the calendar change) that 
Reverend Manning was moved to write; 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
 
 
 
 



6 

‘Being Shrove Tuesday we had Prayers & a Sermon in the Afternoon 
which by the Blessing of God entirely prevented the throwing at cocks 
there, viz in the church yard, which had been a bad custom beyond the 
memory of y oldest man. After Sermon we distributed 100 loaves to the 
poorest inhabitants.’ 
 
The following year the vicar had more problems; 
 
‘On Shrove Tuesday in the afternoon we had Prayers & a Sermon but 
during Divine Service they threw at cocks in the church yard, no person 
hindering them in spite of the Justice, Minister, Parish Officers and 
Constable.’ 
 
Shrove Tuesday 1753 passed without apparent incident or comment but 
on 27th February 1754 the issue surfaced again. This time the Vicar was 
even more resolved;  
 
‘Being Shrove Tuesday Divine Service was performed in y afternoon & 
no care was taken to prevent the throwing at cocks, rioting & swearing at 
the same time tho I gave previous notice of the same to the 
Churchwardens and the Magistrate and a desire that it might be 
prevented for the Honour of God and a publick good, but his answer was 
this, viz, ‘I know of no law against the throwing at cocks, even in the 
church yard.’  
 

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
 
 
 

Cock Throwing Triumph 
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Once again he seemed to receive little support but he would have been 
pleased to learn that public attitudes slowly turned against the ‘sport’, 
local by-laws were put in place outlawing the practice and Magistrates 
enforced the new laws. 
 
By the end of the 18th century the practice had all but disappeared. The 
Shrove Tuesday throwing tradition however lived on but the ‘deadly’ 
cockstieles have been replaced by pancakes! 
                                
                                                                                                 John Symons 
 
 
A cockstele (or cockstiele) was a heavy wooden stick, weighted with lead 
at one end, which was thrown at a rooster tied to a stake or buried in the 
earth up to its neck as part of a medieval blood sport known as ‘cock 
throwing’.  
 
The purpose of the ‘game’ was to kill the cock with the fewest throws. It 
was extremely popular in medieval England, and was particularly 
associated with the festival of Shrovetide.                                                                                                                      
 
 Charles Manning (1715-1799). Charles Manning, the son of the painter 
Edmund Manning, was born in Norwich. He was educated at Norwich 
Grammar School and Gaius College Cambridge from where he 
graduated in 1736. After ordination into the Church of England, Manning 
was appointed Vicar of the Middlesex parish of Hayes in 1739. He was 
closely associated with the Wesley brothers from 1742 and they often 
preached in his church. He attended the conferences of 1747 and 1748 
and despite some local opposition his own parochial ministry was very 
successful. It has been suggested that he officiated at John Wesley's 
marriage in 1751 but there is little evidence for this surmise. 
 
Manning left his parish in 1757 and disappeared thereafter from the 
Methodist record. Manning was married to Elizabeth Baker, daughter of 
the previous Vicar of Hayes. 
 
Source: Venn, Alumni Cantabrigienses to 1751 (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1924) and Dictionary of Evangelical Biography, edited 
by Donald Lewis (1995) 
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                            Editor 
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HEARE, HEARE! 
 
 
Our member, Barbara Nield, found the following entries in the marriage 
registers of St. John's, Hillingdon and thought they may be of interest to 
the membership. 
 
 June 10 1672 Allen, George. A man more bloodie in his Disposition than 
in his condition- A Butcher. 
 
Ivorie, Anne who in ye yeare 74/5 was most barbarously murthered by 
her Husband, after some foregoing attempts to poyson Her, who no way 
deserved that usage, being a very modest and good wife - for wch he was 
hanged in chaines behind Islington March 5th 74/5.  
  
 
The memoriall in the other side is put in to stand upon Record that, as 
Moses speaks of such Punishments, others may heare and feare, (too 
many sic to include them!) 

Many interesting comments accompany some of the entries for example 
‘if indeed she be his wife and he be her husband’!  

                                                                                               Barbara Nield 

 
A HAPPY VISIT 

 
 

It was just an ordinary Friday morning in the Research Room. Help was 
required by the first visitors, a man and a woman, and I was assigned to 
them. It transpired that they were related; distant cousins, who had just 
‘found’ each other. The woman, from Canada, was visiting England on 
holiday but she also wanted to find out as much as she could about her 
paternal grandfather, who left Britain around 1914 for Canada, as well as 
any other family members. She knew the names of her grandparents and 
that they were from the Uxbridge area but that was all. 
 

We started by looking at the 1911 census where we found the 
grandparents living at Enfield Place, Villier Street, Uxbridge. His 
occupation was given as ‘mushroom farm labourer’.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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From this start we were able to regress through the census records picking 
up the generations back to 1841 and in addition the original marriage 
certificate of her grandparents was also found in the London parish 
records on Ancestry. 
 

All of this was new to our visitor and she was pleasantly surprised at how 
rapidly we were able to pick up the records of the family she knew 
nothing about. She contacted us shortly before she returned to Canada to 
express her thanks for our help and to say that having acquired her U.K. 
ancestry she had managed to make contact with many relatives. 
 

Hopefully she will be able to research further from her home in Canada. 
From our point of view it is always fulfilling to help somebody establish 
their ancestry particularly if they have such minimal information at the 
outset. 
 
                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
 
 
     

THE MYSTERY MARINER 
 
 
Since 1765 the history of my mother’s family has been meticulously 
recorded in the family bible and this source became the starting point for 
my research. Her paternal ancestors all hail from the Falmouth area of 
Cornwall and although family members were always connected with the 
seaport or shipping, it was only her 3 x grandfather James 
NANCARROW who actually became a mariner. Nothing much is known 
of James, born in 1795, except that he was the son of William and 
Susanna and it is thought he died in 1837 at the age of 42.   
 
The only clue that James was a mariner came from the marriage 
certificate of his son, William, in 1848. This record however did not state 
that James was deceased and although you would expect an official 
document to contain true statements it is not unknown for this particular 
one to be left out. Having found the only mariner in this part of my family 
I resolved to find out as much as possible about him. 
 
James NANCARROW married Ann PAUL in 1819 and together they had 
three children; Mary Ann, William and Susan Jane.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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They lived in Falmouth but according to the 1841 census James is 
missing from the family entry which may be confirmation that he died in 
1837 or as a mariner he could have been at sea on census night.  Although 
I found three James NANCARROW death index references none of them 
could be confirmed as my ancestor and of course being a ‘man o’ the sea’ 
he may have died abroad. Hopefully one day I will be able to fix the 
death of James. I decided therefore to look among the documents held at 
Kew, for details of his life as a mariner.  
 
After an exhaustive search through the microfilm files I located four 
entries for James NANCARROW but each was eliminated as the dates 
did not match those for my James. In the family there was no mention 
that he had served in the Royal Navy so I rejected the temptation to check 
all through the R.N. records and instead switched my attentions to 
Falmouth. The family had connections with the seaport and shipping so 
there was a strong possibility that James may have signed on and sailed in 
and out of Falmouth. This proved to be a difficult task but eventually I 
found that the Master of each vessel undertaking a foreign voyage, was 
required to make a ‘return’ – a list of all crew members (The “Merchant 
Shipping 'Crew Lists and Agreements' 1835 – 1860 (ref BT98). 
Fortunately these records were available for inspection at Kew but not in 
a digitised or microfilm format, so I had to sift through the originals. For 
the busy port of Falmouth there were numerous volumes and due to their 
age some were in poor condition but fortunately they were legible. Out of 
all the records I inspected only two had NANCARROW entered as a 
crew member and of these only one stood a chance of being my James.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
                                                                      
                                                                                                            
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The sixth name from the bottom of the entries reads; 
Jas. NANCARROW: age, 46: place of birth, Falmouth: Quality, seaman: 
Last ship, not known:  Date of joining ship, 8th August 1836: Place where, 
Falmouth*: Time of death or leaving ship, 12th October: Place where, 
Quebec: How disposed of, Deserted. Is it significant that black cross has 
been made placed against the entry?  
 

*It looks as if the captain made the mistake of entering Quebec and then 
attempted to add over the top ‘ditto’ i.e. Falmouth NOT Quebec. 
 

So he didn't return to Falmouth on that ship and didn't appear on any 
other crew list for ships docking at Falmouth in the remaining years.  
 

My James would have been 41 but in those days there were no birth 
certificates and people often forgot, lied or just didn't know their exact 
age. James wasn't the only sailor to jump ship at Quebec. The master's log 
shows that John PRULE and James WILLIAMS also deserted on the 
same day i.e. 8th October. 

 

    Falmouth from the Base of Pendennis, (Published by J. Philp 1827) 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           The Bragila was a barque similar to that shown above.         (contd.) 
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Falmouth harbour as depicted by Turner. 

(With acknowledgement to the Turner Trust) 
 
So I am left with these questions some of which I may never be able to 
answer: 
Was this my James? If not, where was he? Why did he desert? 
Did he stay in Canada and die there? What happened to his family back in 
Falmouth?  
 
                                                                                                 John Bridger    

 
 

Dr. JOHNSON’S LONDON PRICES 
 

£1 – 2s stud fee. 
£1 – 9s for a season ticket to Vauxhall, 1742. 
£1 – 10s for a pair of velvet breeches. 
£1 – 10s – 6d the cost of Boswell's rooms in Old Bond Street. 
£1 – 12s for a pair of stout, silk-knit breeches. 
£1 – 12s – 10½d cost of outfitting a 5-year old Foundling Hospital boy. 
 

Tom Morgan obtained these from a book written by Liza Picard called 
'Dr Johnson's London'. 
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HAPPY FAMILIES? 
 
 
Tom Morgan’s ‘Occupations’ article in the last edition of the Journal 
brought to mind the old pack of Happy Families I discovered during the 
summer break. The outside of the box simply says ‘British Manufacture 
Made in England’ and the name ‘Glevum’ is printed at the bottom of the 
rules stuck inside the lid.  
 
A little online research at www.museumofchildhood.com reveals that the 
cards were made by Roberts Brothers of Gloucester founded in 1895. 
There is no date on the product but it is likely to have been the 1930s at 
the latest and was probably a lot older than that. The rules have changed 
little over the years and still rely on collecting 4 members of a family 
named by occupation and the pictures show them appropriately dressed 
and active. 
 
The first one in the pack, even without the name of Mr Bumble the Beadle, 
was instantly recognisable from the costume made so familiar by Harry 
Secombe playing the role in the musical film version of Charles Dickens’ 
‘Oliver Twist’. The word ‘Union’ in the background is further 
confirmation of this connection.  
 
Arthur Dark’s talk to us about Parish Officers and their duties, reported in 
the March Journal 2008 inspired Mrs. Dilys Ashworth to tell us in the June 
2008 Journal  about her ancestor William Collender who was a beadle for 
the workhouse in St. Botolph Without Aldgate, London.  
 
Mrs. Bumble is shown, switch in hand, ready to mete out the discipline 
from which her son seems to be suffering the effects and unable to lie 
down on his comfortable bed shown in the background. It is very different 
from the beds available to the inmates of the workhouse consisting of 
straw filled mattresses on very simple wooden frames which I saw on a 
visit a few years ago to the Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse near 
Dereham in Norfolk. The records there showed that one woman had 
protested by setting her bed alight!  
 
While part of the old workhouse has been made into a museum a large part 
is laid out as the workhouse would have been with interesting interactive 
displays and workhouse records.  
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
 
 



14 

It includes a punishment cell in which, for example, a woman was locked 
up in isolation in the dark for a day for throwing some bread to her 
husband over the wall dividing the men from the women.  
 
Tough discipline for adults as well as children!  Information on this and 
other workhouses is readily available on www.workhouses.org  and I can 
recommend a visit to Gressenhall if you are in the area. 
 
While helping with the society project to transcribe parish records of St. 
John’s Church Hillingdon I frequently came across references to the 
Hillingdon Union as a birth place, residence or work place. 
 
In 1911, when the man who held the post of ‘Labour Master, Poor Law’ 
got married, it was called the Uxbridge Union Workhouse and a little later 
the Union Institution Hillingdon.  
 
 
A burial in 1913 listed the abode of the deceased as Uxbridge Union 
Infirmary. Early baptismal records give the address as 1 Colham Green as 
birthplace to avoid later stigma for the child while 1940s baptisms show 
births in Hillingdon County Hospital. These different titles mirror the 
changes in the role from workhouse to hospital with corresponding 
changes of related occupations. 
 
While we know of one member with a beadle in the family I wonder how 
many of us have found ancestors with other roles as staff, inmates or 
sometimes patients in the workhouse or Poor Law Union? 
 

                                                    
                                                                                          Jenny Mundy 
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THE CEDARS OF ENGLAND. 
  
 
In the Gentleman’s Magazine of 1779 I came upon a letter from Sir John 
Cullum of Hardwick House, dated February 16, 1779.  Hardwick House 
near Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk was bought in the 17th century by Robert 
Cullum, former Sheriff of London.  The Cullum family were experts in 
Suffolk county history and noted authorities in antiquarian and botanical 
matters.   
 
Sir John’s interest in the subject arose from the news of the destruction of 
‘perhaps the finest cedar in England’ by the ‘last new-year’s hurricane’.  
The tree in question stood on the north side of Hendon Place, Hendon, 
North London. It was 70 feet tall, the diameter of the horizontal extent of 
the branches, averaged 100ft; the circumference of the trunk 7 feet above 
the ground 16ft; 12 feet above the ground, 20ft.  At this point it began to 
branch.  Tradition ascribed the planting of this tree to Queen Elizabeth 
herself, this he doubted but was curious to discover the age and size of 
some of its brethren.   
 
The Reverend Mr. Lightfoot of Uxbridge, upon whose accuracy and 
friendship Sir John said he depended, had sent him the following 
dimensions of a cedar tree in his neighbourhood at Hillingdon: 
 
The perpendicular height is 53 feet, the diameter of the horizontal extent 
of the branches from east to west, 96 ft.; from north to south, 89 ft.; the 
circumference of the trunk 7 feet above the ground 12 ½ ft. and 12 feet 
above the ground 14ft 8ins. At 13 ½ ft. it splits into two main branches.  
The proprietor of this tree says he can with ‘much certainty’ determine its 
age to be 116 years. 
 
The largest of others located in Chelsea, measured much the same as the 
Hillingdon tree. In Enfield (or Elsyng) a moated manor house was taken 
over by Henry VIII and made into a Royal Palace. In the garden was a 
smaller cedar tree which was known to have been planted by Dr. Uvedale 
who, at the time of the great plague of 1665, ran a flourishing school in 
the House. In 1703 the top eight feet of this tree were broken off by 
strong winds. Several other cedars of considerable size were recorded in 
different parts of the kingdom. 
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Sir John discussed the theory that the possible origin of these trees was 
Mount Libanus, but he was unable to ascertain exactly when they were 
first cultivated in England.  Legend had it that cedars from Mount 
Libanus, or Lebanon, were cut for the construction of Noah’s Ark. Sir 
John recommended the cultivation of the cedar for common use, as it was 
well known to be a very valuable material in the hand of the joiner and 
cabinet-maker. 
 
He concluded by saying that if these slight notes should induce any better 
informed person to throw more light on this subject, it would afford 
entertainment to many, as well as to himself. 
 

 
So does anyone 
out there know 
how old the 
present cedar tree 
at the corner of 
Vine Lane is?   
 
Could it be the 
offspring of that 
seen by Reverend 
Lightfoot? There 
are several other 
cedars close to 
Cedar House so 
perhaps he was 
talking of another 
tree altogether.                                                 

                                                                                 
                                                                                              Barbara Nield. 
 
 
The Cedar House tree was planted by Samuel Reynardson, the eminent 
botanist, who lived there from c1678 until his death in 1721.  
(Courtesy of A History of the County of Middlesex). 
 
Does anyone know when the trees were first introduced to England?                                                           
                                                                                                            Editor                                                                               
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PHOTOGRAPHS ARE IMPORTANT 
 
 
Photographs play a major part in our hobby of researching family history 
and it is important that special attention is paid to them. I was reminded 
of this fact when reading John Bridger’s article in the September edition 
of the journal, where he included two photographs both of which had 
special memories for me - Sketty Hall and the Bishop's Palace at 
Abergwili. 
 
The first picture was a reminder of my youth which was spent in 
Swansea. 
 
However the second picture, of the Bishop’s Palace, brought back 
particular memories. It reminded me of a day in April 1937 when my 
family buried one of its more distinguished members, John Hugh Watkins 
JONES. He was the vicar of Christ Church, Swansea for 37 years and was 
interred in the family grave at Llanegwad, Carmarthenshire after a service 
conducted by the Bishop of St. David’s (my mother’s first cousin — their 
fathers were brothers). 
 
After the burial there was a lunch in the Bishop’s Palace. This occasion 
remained firmly in my memory and it came to the fore when I saw the 
photograph. 

There is though one photograph which 
has a special memory for me because it 
is the only reminder of my first school, 
St. Helens Infants, Swansea. This picture 
of a lad in naval uniform was in the 
school hall but at the time and until 
recently his identity was unknown to me. 
I bought a book on the life of Edgar 
EVANS who was a member of Captain 
SCOTT'S expedition to the South Pole. 
Inside the front cover of the book was 
the photograph I remembered from the 
school hall. Edgar had attended long 
before me but I knew people who were 
quite close to him. Sadly Edgar died on 
the ill fated return journey from the Pole. 

  Edgar Evans as a Gunnery Rating                                                                     (contd.) 
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He was born and baptised in Rhosilli, in Gower, which makes the 
connection back to John BRIDGER, because he has family connections 
with the village of Rhoilli. 
 
Photograph from ‘Swansea’s Antartic Explorer, Edgar Evans-1876 to 
1912’ by G. C. Gregor published by City of Swansea. 
                                                                                                Tom Morgan 
 
 
 

CAN ANYONE HELP, PLEASE?  
 
 
We have the following request from April ASHTON, one of our 
members: 
 
I attended The Lansdowne House Prep School, Harlington around 1948 
and wondered if anyone can help me locate the building. I would also like 
any details regarding when it started operating, when it closed (if it did) 
and any photographs.  
 
I found the picture, below, on a website but although it has the name 
Lansdowne House I do not know if it was used as the school. 
 
Any information would be much appreciated, thank you.    
 
 

 
If anyone is 
able to help 
April, please 
get in touch 
with John 
Symons, Pat 
Reynolds or 
email the 
society on 
hillingdonfhs
@onetel.com.          
Editor 
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19th CENTURY BUSINESS WOMAN 
 
 
One of my favourite ancestors is my 2 x great grandmother Maria (or 
Marion) WEBSTER (nee THOMPSON).  She was born about 1805-1806 
in Yorkshire according to two censuses; others just state England so I 
have no confirmed details of the origins of her ancestors. 
 
She married John WEBSTER, born 1803 son of Lawrence Webster and 
Mary Margaret COCHRANE, at North Leith Scotland on 29th June 1824.  
They had seven children between 1825 and 1842.  John was a boot and 
shoe maker at that time and in later censuses and directories, a leather 
merchant. 
 
In the 1841 Census at 12 Kirkgate South Leith, with five young children 
at home, Maria is listed as a bonnet maker. Two young ladies were also 
living with them both of whom were recorded as straw hat makers. In the 
same year both Maria and John appeared in the 1840-1841 Directory of 
Edinburgh and Leith, John was listed as a boot and leather shop and 
warehouse at 28 Coalhill Leith, Maria was listed as a straw bonnet maker 
at 12 Kirkgate, Leith, their home address.   
 
By the 1851 census John was listed as bootmaker employing 5 men, but 
Maria’s home based business was obviously even more successful, as she 
was listed as straw bonnet maker employing 14 girls. Her daughter-in-law 
Jane Webster was living with them, her occupation was given as milliner. 
 
By the 1861 and 1871 censuses in Scotland Maria was apparently no 
longer working in the business. John died in 1874 and by 1881 she was 
living in Bootle, Lancashire with the same daughter-in-law and family.   
 
Of her five surviving children only the eldest daughter Maria stayed in 
Scotland.  Lawrence the eldest son became a Master Mariner and 
travelled the world taking in Asia, New Zealand and Australia.  The 
youngest son Matthew became a 1st Mate but did not travel as much as 
his big brother. 
 
The middle son, Malcolm Muir WEBSTER (my great grandfather) was 
born in 1835. In 1852 he travelled with his brother Lawrence on one of 
his voyages to the South Seas, and finally left the ship at Nelson, New 
Zealand where he married Betsy HARPER in 1855.                         (contd.) 
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They had a large family, and he was a very successful businessman with 
his grocery shop in Trafalgar St. Nelson. 
 
She was obviously so concerned about Malcolm going so far from home 
that she wrote ‘Words of Counsel’ for him (see below).   
 
Words of Counsel from Maria WEBSTER to her son Malcolm Muir 
WEBSTER when he left Scotland in 1852. 
 
Malcolm this is my counsel to you: 
 
Be earnest, Be sincere, Be dutiful Be diligent, Be thoughtful and be  
Forgiving, Be Holy. 
 

Strive to conquer (and think not the conquests inglorious because they 
may happen to be little) day by day, little by little, every evil disposition, 
desire, or thought unholy which you perceive within you.  
 

Cherish the pure, the holy, and the true, in whatever form they appear 
and studiously avoid even the appearance of evil. 
 

Again I say to you 
Be earnest Malcolm, be earnest.  How few of us are truly in earnest. 
   
This is followed by ‘Scriptural Texts’ from the book of Proverbs 
 
The original is now held by Ismene ANDERSON, WEBSTER’s family in 
England and I was given a copy when I visited them in 1992. 
 
Her younger daughter Grace Cochrane WEBSTER married twice. She 
lived in California for a number of years, where her two daughters were 
born.  After she was widowed in 1890 she visited her brother Malcolm 
and family in New Zealand for almost two years.  Her outbound trip is 
recorded on in 1896, (findmypast site). Then in 1898 she returned to 
England via USA and Canada with Malcolm and Betsy’s youngest 
daughter Ismene (Ancestry Immigration and Shipping records). Ismene 
lived with Grace as her companion till Grace’s death in 1908.  
 
Although I do not have a photo of her, I have photos of beautiful brooch 
she was given by her daughter Maria, which I saw and photographed and 
described when I visited my second cousin Marie BROWN in New 
Zealand in 2004.                                                                                (contd.) 
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The brooch is approximate 2 inches wide and 1 ¾ inches high.  The back 
is gold as are the surrounding scrolls. In the middle is a cream 
background with human hair curled to form a fleur-de-lys and at the 
bottom four tiny pearls. The hair outlined in gold. This part is then 
covered with a clear sealed cover and it is complete with the original blue 
velvet lined case. 
 
There is a clip on the back for it to be worn as a brooch and also a ‘loop’ 
of gold so it might have been worn on a pendant.  However, these appear 
to be later additions and not in the original gold 

 
On the reverse of the brooch are the following words 
Presented to M Webster (in scrolled writing) 
On the anniversary of her 
26th Wedding Day 
By her daughter 
Maria 
29th June 1850 
 
                   

 
                    The Brooch                                             Maria and Ismene 
 
                                                         
                         
                                       Colyn Storer (nee Morley) Sydney Australia 2011 
                                                          Maria’s great, great, grand daughter  
      
 



22 

NICKNAMES AND MIDDLE NAMES: CONFUSION AND 
ENLIGHTENMENT 

 
 
In searching my family history I encountered two interesting problems 
relating to nicknames and middle names. 
 
First nicknames; I wanted to find the marriage certificate of an uncle of 
mine, William Frederick ROBINSON, who after his marriage lived in 
High Wycombe at 55 Dashwood Avenue. He was born in 1889, so I 
reckoned that he probably married in the period 1909 to 1919. Carrying 
out my search I did find a wedding for Frederick William ROBINSON 
for 1911 in Ealing, which was the family home of the Robinson family. I 
filled in an application form at the former Family History Centre near the 
Angel, Islington. The form stipulated that if the information did not agree 
with certain conditions provided by the applicant the certificate would not 
be issued. I wrote not to issue the certificate if the father of the groom 
was not Solomon, his father's Christian name. Thus the certificate was not 
issued and I was disappointed. I moved on to other searches; but later on 
when I obtained the marriage certificate of Frederick's sister, Winifred, 
her father's name was entered as Jack. This made me think that the 
certificate that I had rejected must have been the correct one, and indeed 
it did prove to be. 
 
There is an old saying ‘As quick as Jack Robinson’, which is referred to 
in Brewers Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, and explains why Solomon 
was known as Jack. 
 
The second problem relates to Winifred. She married William Nassau 
BLAKE, a corporal serving in the RAF in Uxbridge, on 28th August 
1926. I was immediately intrigued by the middle name, Nassau, and also 
that Williams father's middle name was also Nassau and that his 
profession was given as a ships carpenter. Now Nassau is the capital of 
the Bahamas, and I speculated that William being a ships carpenter must 
have somehow had an association with those islands. However, my 
speculations proved to be wide of the mark.  
 
A great niece of mine informed me that William Nassau the younger was 
born in Dublin of a Protestant family and was sent to Liverpool when he 
was thirteen. At that time there was ferment in Ireland and a big 
movement for home rule by the Catholic population.                       (contd.) 
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The name Nassau is linked to the Orange Order which takes its name 
from William of Orange-Nassau and indirectly to Nassau in the Bahamas. 
The capital was initially called Charlestown after Charles the Second, but 
was renamed Nassau in honour of William. The adoption of Nassau as a 
Christian name was obviously in reverence to William who championed 
the Protestant cause in Ireland. 
 
These two instances of nicknames and middle names in my family 
history, whilst being a little disconcerting, show that we should not give 
up when encountering problems and should not speculate too much, but 
persist in our researches despite the frustrations. 
 
                                                                                               Ron Lightning 
 
 

EMIGRATION TO NEW ZEALAND 
 
 
After reading the ‘Message to All Members’ for more member 
participation (page 37 of the September 2011 Journal) I thought it might 
be a good idea to submit an article to the editors for their approval. This 
could be an interesting article for our members especially as I have 
included a list of the names of people originating in Middlesex and you 
never know someone may even find a missing ancestor.  
 
Last year, whilst touring around the South Island of New Zealand, I 
visited the town of Picton where I found a most interesting place - The 
Edwin Fox Maritime Centre. This centre has in dry dock, the ship Edwin 
Fox. This ship is one of only two remaining British East India Company 
vessels in the world and was built in 1853. Converted from a full rigged 
ship to a barque in 1867 it then served on the emigrant route to New 
Zealand. It completed four voyages and carried 751 settlers to the new 
colony. Each voyage was harsh, took between four and six months, 
luggage space was severely limited and some settlers did not survive the 
journey. Immigrants destined for Canterbury New Zealand arrived at Port 
Lyttelton on the Ship Edwin Fox 1873. To Lyttelton from Brest France 
(for repairs) arriving 27 June 1873 with 140 passengers. 
 
Below is a list of immigrants from Middlesex that I discovered in the 
museum and two pictures that I photographed (see below). 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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FRANCIS Annie, (22) Domestic; HELAN Mary, (15) Servant 
LLOYD Francis, (22) Bricklayer; LLOYD Emily, (21) Servant 
LLOYD Frederick, (19) Plumber; LLOYD Mary Ann, (16) Servant;  
LLOYD Walter, (14); TRESTRAIN Martha, (45); TRESTRAIN Stephen, (11); 
TRESTRAIN James, (9); TRESTRAIN William, 6 years.                                                           

                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Further information on the history of the voyage can be accessed via 
Google, ISTG Vol 5-Ship Edwin Fox and for the illustrated log of the 
ship visit:  www.nzmaritime.co.uk/edwin fox 
 
I do hope this article will be of interest to you. 
 
                                                         Pam Williams (Member number W30) 
 
 

PINNER VILLAGE FETE 
 

 
On September 17th 
we made our first 
visit to   Pinner 
Village Fete, 
where we were 
very busy and 
made good book 
sales. We also had 
many people with 
queries on family 
history research. 
Hopefully some of 
them will follow 
up with a visit to 
the research room.  

 
 
 
 
Our stall was 
‘manned’ by, from 
left to right; 
Gill May,  
Valerie Fitch, 
Patricia Reynolds 
and Joy Higgs. 
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THE FRENCH CONNECTION 
 
 
For my sins, I am up to my eyes researching French records, without a 
great deal of success I have to say.  
 
Let me explain – my great aunt, Ann MORGAN, who was the daughter 
of John MORGAN (Sergeant-Major of the Royal Carmarthenshire Militia 
for 43 years and 25 days), married Frederic DE MERCEY on 8th April 
1837 at St. Martins-in-the Fields with my great grandfather, William 
MORGAN, a witness. Apart from stories that my paternal grandmother 
and her sister visited her in Paris I have no record of Ann whatsoever. I 
know that the couple had two sons, Napoleon and Albert, because my 
great great grandfather, John, left money to his grandsons in his will. 
However there was no mention of Ann. 
 
I have plenty of information on Frederic, because he was the Minister for 
Fine Arts in the government of Napoleon III and there is a great deal on 
the internet. It may well be because Frederic was a Bonapartist that John, 
with his military background, did not approve of his son-in-law and this 
is the reason there is no mention in his will of Ann. Frederic died in 1860 
at the family home in Normandy.  
 

Apparently he was a 
very good painter 
and on the internet I 
found his painting 
‘Edinburgh Castle’ 
 (Wikigallery.org).  
 
I am still unable to 
find information 
about Ann; she is 
still shrouded in 
mystery, so can 
anyone help? I 
would be so very 
grateful! 
 

                                                                                                   
                                                                                                 Tom Morgan 
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A TALK � BRICK WALLS AND LOST ANCESTORS 
 
 
On Thursday 21st July 2011 Dave Annal gave a very interesting talk 
which we summarise below: 
 
Dave is a professional researcher and was an employee of the National 
Archives for many years. He also spent time researching his own family 
history and just like many of us found the almost inevitable result of 
doing so is that sooner or later you come up against a ‘brick wall’. The 
person you are looking for is not present where you expect to find them 
and you might lose heart as all your enthusiasm with the early successes 
quickly evaporates. The purpose of his exposition was to show how, with 
a bit of lateral thinking, these obstacles might be overcome. His watch 
word when this occurs is ‘You haven’t found it – but it is out there 
somewhere’. 
 
There is now a far greater availability of records online, and these may 
well lead us to solutions that were not so easily accessible before. There 
is a danger though that the less aware might accept any information 
posted on the internet as being accurate which may well not be the case if 
it is member submitted data not properly sourced. Another problem is that 
it is easy to lose touch with the form and structure of the original 
documents and their ability to provide background information on the 
subject matter, for example the summary schedules of the census 
enumerators’ books. 
 
Dave said it is also important to understand the manner and constraints on 
the ways in which the information was provided. In the case of the census 
enumerator’s schedules, which we look at for the years 1841 to 1901, 
these were filled in using information provided by the householders. This 
process opened up the possibility of human error and mistakes would 
inevitably have been made. In addition poor handwriting would make it 
very difficult to transfer accurately the information. Places of birth could 
have been a particular problem if the enumerator, if not local himself, 
may not have known the correct spelling. It was even possible that the 
householder himself did not know, with any degree of accuracy, where he 
or his family members were born. This would have been especially so if 
the family moved frequently. All the foregoing problems were probably 
compounded in recent times by mistakes in transcriptions while preparing 
indexes.                                                                                              (contd.) 
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Notwithstanding this, most transcriptions are accurate and a way around 
the problem is not to focus on any one particular item of information but 
to use combinations of names, dates and places to find the person you are 
looking for. 
 
If using Ancestry for searching, Dave recommends the use of the old 
search style rather than the new search (which I fully agree with) as it 
gives you far more control over the criteria used for each search, 
especially if combined with ticking the exact match box. In an example 
Dave showed how to find a person by a combination of forenames and 
place of birth with approximate year on the basis that forenames are less 
likely to be misspelt than surnames. This approach, which can be summed 
up as ‘less is more’, will also work on all the other major genealogical 
web sites; so only enter enough information to produce a list you can 
browse through. If you fill in all the search fields even though you know 
that information, a different name or spelling in any of these fields might 
mean you fail to find your target.  
 
To illustrate this Dave recounted the example of a missing person from 
the BMD indexes, James Sharp in 1903. He appears in the 1911 census 
but there is no record of him in the birth register indexes, nor a marriage 
of his parents. By using the first name only and other criteria he proved 
that his mother was unmarried and that the child was registered under the 
mother’s name. The parents never did marry. More complex family 
relationships may also be solved this way and Dave showed how he was 
able to untangle several real life problem families by using a combination 
of different sources and the specific search techniques outlined earlier. 
 
In addition it is always wise to find additional sources of information to 
corroborate what you have already found. For example do not just rely on 
one census entry as evidence of birthplace, find all those you can to check 
if more precise locations or alternatives are presented in different years. 
That way you are able to assess which is the most probable.  
 
With regard to registration of births, Dave advised that even before 1875 
when an Act of Parliament placed the responsibility for registering births 
on the parents, most births were still registered. By means of a graph he 
illustrated that there was no leap in registrations in 1875 which would be 
expected if a proportion of the population were not registering births prior 
to that date. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In summary Dave advised that the best way to approach an apparently 
intractable problem is to use a scientific approach. Use a theory and then 
attempt to prove or disprove it, but never write it down as fact unless and 
until you have solid evidence to back it up. It can be helpful to use family 
reconstruction techniques whereby you find all instances of families in a 
specific area from all types of sources and then sort them into 
relationships and groupings as this will clarify who belongs where, 
although it can be time consuming. Whatever means you choose to adopt, 
the answer to your problem will in all likelihood be available even though 
you might not yet have found it. 
 
Dave’s talk was very well received and he faced a plethora of questions 
from members at its conclusion about specific brick walls that people 
faced and his suggestions for tackling them. Many I am sure left with a 
resolve to look further using some of the suggestions offered during the 
evening. 
 
                                                                                                 John Symons 
 
 
 

 A TALK � BRITISH PROPERTY AND LAND RECORDS  
AN INTRODUCTION TO SOURCES 

 
 
For the first meeting after the summer break, Thursday 15th September 
2011, we were pleased to welcome Paul Bake to give an overview of 
sources for British property and land records. Paul is an experienced 
researcher, lecturer and writer on family history. 
 
He started by saying that in order to understand where your ancestors 
lived it is necessary to put the place into its geographical context, this is 
best achieved by looking at maps of the area or even better nowadays we 
have the advantage of satellite views online from Google Earth. Moreover 
it is quite possible that you will be able to see photographs of the location 
and possibly any surviving buildings.  
 
Another good source is Genuki [www.genuki.org.uk] although coverage 
is patchy and depends on the counties you are looking for. The best 
counties provide general information on localities and sometimes 
photographs as well.                                                                           (contd.) 
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The National Monuments Record can be viewed on: 
 
www.englishheritage.org.uk/professional/archives-and-collections/nmr/ 
This is part of English Heritage based in Swindon, Wiltshire and has a 
huge collection of photographs of properties and places across the 
country.  
 
The British Library also has a collection of published local histories and 
photographs visit www.bl.uk 
 
It is worth finding out whether or not the district, or parish, you are 
interested in has local societies dedicated to their history. Such societies 
will likely have knowledge of the documentation available for the area. 
 
The National Register of Archives which you can find on 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/ contains information on the nature 
and location of manuscripts and historical records that relate to British 
history and is worth checking for places and indeed names. Many of the 
records may be found in archives which you might not expect, for 
example, record offices in neighbouring counties. An alternative to the 
N.R.A. is the Access to Archives web site. Although no new records are 
now being added, it does contain references to a wide variety of records 
in the holdings of many record offices, visit their site on:  
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/  
 
Many of the individual record offices have their own online catalogues 
which are worth consulting. In addition within the London area the 
Archives in London and M25 site provides an online catalogue of a wide 
variety of institutions in London such as universities  
www.aim25.ac.uk/cgi-bin/vcdf/bsearch 
 
Paul then turned to the records available, the Domesday Book of 1085 is 
the earliest general surviving example. This recorded those who held 
lands as tenants of the Crown with a brief description of the lands. The 
original is held by The National Archives and is searchable and 
downloadable at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday 
 
Manorial records are important because they represent a system of 
working lands but it should be noted that manorial boundaries do not 
necessarily coincide with parish boundaries.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Most records are kept locally but there is an index to the location of 
manorial documents in many counties, including Middlesex, in the 
Manorial Documents Register on The National Archives web site 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mdr Court rolls provide information on 
tenure of lands, those moving into or out of the manor and deaths. Other 
types of documents that may be found include surveys, maps and terriers. 
 
Inquisitions Post Mortem (I.P.M.) (sometimes known as escheats) took 
place after the death of a feudal tenant in chief to establish what lands 
were held by him and who should be his successor. They exist from 1240 
to 1660 and may be found at T.N.A. 
 
Marriage Settlements, usually kept locally, may be found, stating what 
wealth or lands a bride brought into the marriage. 
 
Feet of Fines were records of agreements made between parties before a 
royal court to settle land disputes. Often there was no actual dispute, but it 
did serve to register the rights to land. One copy of the agreement was 
retained by the court and these may be found in T.N.A. 
 
The wills of land owners often include the name and description of lands 
to be left by the testator. 
 
The Return of Owners of Land in 1873 is a list of landowners with the 
number of acres occupied and annual rental values. (A copy for England 
is available on CD in the Research Room, and Wales is online at 
www.cefnpennar.com). 
 
Enclosure awards whereby lands were consolidated into discreet areas 
instead of being communally farmed, together with their associated maps, 
are useful for determining land ownership. The catalogue of maps may be 
searched online at http://hds.essex.ac.uk/em/index.html  
 
Tithe maps which usually date from the 1840s, together with their 
associated apportionments, also give details of landholders. They are 
normally to be found in County Record Offices.  
 
Note: if tithe maps are found you will not normally find enclosure maps 
and vice versa. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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For property held in 1910 the Valuation Survey is worth consulting. The 
main documents consist of plans and field books. It is necessary to first 
consult a plan or map to identify a property. The field books contain 
information about owners and occupiers, the nature of their interest, the 
area and the market value. The documents are held at The National 
Archives. (The Society holds a copy of name indexes to landowners in 
Hillingdon in the Research Room. Copies of the associated books are also 
available in Hillingdon Local Studies but notice needs to be given to 
access them). 
 
Finally Paul mentioned the National Farm Survey of 1943 which shows 
to what use agricultural land was put during the Second World War, and 
gives detailed information about farms at the time. These records are also 
held at T.N.A. 
 
Paul emphasized that this is just a summary of some of the main property 
records available and is by no means an exhaustive list. The talk will 
nevertheless have given the members and visitors present some 
appreciation of the range and scope of land records that may feature any 
ancestors with property interests. 
 
 
                                                                                                 John Symons 
 
 
As a postscript, readers with interests in Hillingdon might also like to be 
aware of two additional sources that I have found useful; 
 
Land Tax Assessments and the Middlesex Deeds Registry  
 
These resources are kept at the London Metropolitan Archives see 
information leaflets for details at: 
 

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation/LGNL_Services/Leisure_and_cult
ure/Records_and_archives/Visitor_information/free_information_leaflets.htm. 

 
A further local source are the rate books for parishes which are kept at 
Hillingdon Local Studies. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
2012 A.G.M. 

 
The 24th Annual General Meeting to be held at 7.30 p.m. on 

Thursday 15th March 2012 at The Baptist Church,  
Hercies Road, Hillingdon Circus, Middlesex 

 
Agenda 

 
1.  Apologies for absence 
 
2.  Minutes of the 23rd Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 17th    

March 2011 at The Baptist Church, Hercies Road 
 
3.  Matters arising 
 
4.  Chairman’s Report 
 
5.  Treasurer’s Report 
 
6.  Election of Officers: 

a.  President 
b.  Chairman 
c.  Vice-Chairman (joint) 
d.  Administrative Secretary 
e.  Treasurer 

 
7.  Executive Committee (maximum 15 members) 

The following are proposed: 
 
Jude Baker, Patricia Reynolds, Alan Rowland, Valerie Fitch and 
Douglas Adams 
  

8.  Appointment of Auditor 
 
9.  Any other business 
 
Nominations for the above should be with the Administrative Secretary, 
Gill May by 23rd February 2012. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
2011 A.G.M. 

 
Minutes of the 23rd A.G.M. held on Thursday 17th March 2011 

at The Baptist Church, Hercies Road, Hillingdon Circus, Middlesex 
 

1.  Apologies for absence from Valerie Dicks, John Lovelock & Sue 
Mahoney. 
 

2.  Minutes of the 22nd A.G.M. held at The Baptist Church, Hercies Road, 
Hillingdon on Thursday 18th March 2010 were proposed by Joy Higgs 
and approved. 

 

3.  There were no matters arising. 
 

4.  The Chairman’s report (printed in the June 2011 issue of the journal) 
was read and accepted.   

 

5.  The Hon. Treasurer presented the Annual Accounts. These will be 
printed in the June journal.  Charles was thanked for his production of 
the accounts and they were accepted by John Symons and seconded by 
Jean Gorman.   

 

6.  The following Officers were elected: 
a.  President   :  Michael Gandy 
b.  Chairman   :  Ian Harvey 
c.  Vice-Chairman (joint) :  John Symons & Joy Higgs 
d.  Administrative Secretary :  Gill May 
e.  Treasurer   :  Charles Hampshire  

 

A vote of thanks was expressed to Michael Gandy for continuing to be 
our President.  All officers were unanimously proposed by Douglas 
Adams and seconded by Alan Rowland. 
 

7.  The following, together with the above, were elected to the Executive 
committee: Patricia Reynolds, Jude Baker, Alan Rowland, Valerie 
Fitch, Doug Adams. All the committee were unanimously proposed by 
Joy Higgs and seconded by John Symons.        
 

8.  Appointment of Auditor, Joe Ross. 
Proposed by Joy Higgs and seconded by Arthur Dark.  

 

9.  Any other business. There being none the meeting was closed. 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 

The end of the society’s financial year 
is rapidly approaching. As you read 
this journal, annual subscriptions will 
be due and the whole cycle will begin 
again. 
 
This issue of the H.F.H.S. journal, No. 96, 
is the last for the current subscription 
year. We hope that you have enjoyed 

reading this year’s journal editions and that you will wish to continue 
your membership, renewal of which becomes due on 1st January 2012 
(irrespective of the date on which you joined). 
 
A subscription renewal form will be found inside this journal. If your 
memory is anything like mine you can’t afford to put the task off until 
later because you’ll forget it altogether! So please do it now and get shot 
of the job!  
 
Please send the completed form back with your remittance as this enables 
us to keep track of renewals. As an alternative you may elect to pay by 
standing order or with cash at one of our meetings. If the latter it would 
help if you could put both the completed form and the money in an 
envelope. If paying by cheque please make it payable to Hillingdon 
F.H.S. and not to me.  
 
Although receipts will not be given your new membership card will count 
as your receipt.  
 
I send a big thank you to all those members who have written to me, or 
phoned me, during the last year. It is lovely to hear from you all and also 
to meet some of you at the many fairs we attended this year. 
 
Finally let me wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy & 
Prosperous New Year. 
 
                                                                                         Patricia Reynolds       
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WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
A35 Mr. Nick Ashby 
Email: n-ashby@o2.co.uk 

140 Linden Avenue, Eastcote, 
Middlesex. HA4 8UB 

J13 Miss Patricia Jones 
Email: 1326pat@tiscali.co.uk 

24 New Peachey Lane, Cowley 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB8 3SX 

N21 Mr. Michael Jon Newman 4 St. Laurence Close, Cowley Peachey, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB8 2HZ 

 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS/EMAIL 
 
C52 Mrs. Sylvia Cook 70 Keith Park Road, Uxbridge, 

Middlesex. UB10 0RQ 
 
 

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 

A35 Mr. Nick Ashby, 140 Linden Avenue, Eastcote,  
                                    Middlesex. HA4 8UB 
Email: n-ashby@o2.co.uk 
    
ASHBY HRT        WATFORD  

  (and outer villages) 
1600 — 1900 

DENTON BRK          MILTON  
  (and outer villages) 

1600 — 1900 

KING ALL ANYWHERE ALL 
RAFFE SFK          IPSWICH  

 (and outer villages) 
1600 — 1900 

 
 

 
N21 Mr. Michael Jon Newman, 4 St. Laurence Close, Cowley Peachey, 
                                                   Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB8 2HZ 
 
CROSS SOM MARTOCK 19th/20th centuries 
NEWMAN DEV EXETER 19th/20th centuries 
OSBORNE DEV HEAVITREE 19th/20th centuries 
PERRY DEV EXETER 19th/20th centuries 
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UXBRIDGE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
All meeting take place at Christ Church, Uxbridge at 7.30 p.m. unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
PROGRAMME 2012 
 
 

January 17th FROM COVENT GARDEN TO COWLEY  
At 2.30p.m. GROVE – The life of John Rich                                            
 By Terry Jenkins 
 
February 21st UXBRIDGE AND THE OLYMPIC GAMES 
 By Ken Pearce 
 
March 20th UXBRIDGE PAST - SHOPS AND BUSINESSES 
 By Tony Mitchell 
  
April 17th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and 
 MURDER IN DENHAM 1870  
 By Pamela Reed 
               
May 15th MEMBERS' SOCIAL EVENING  
 Details to be announced 
 
 
 

RUISLIP, NORTHWOOD & EASTCOTE LOCAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY 

 
Meetings are held in St Martin's Church Hall, High Street, Ruislip at 
8.15pm. For further information, please contact The Programme 
Secretary on 01895 673299 
      
PROGRAMME 2012 
    
16th January  COWLEY THROUGH TIME 
 By Ken Pearce, Uxbridge Local History Society 
 
20th February  THE HISTORY OF RAF NORTHOLT 
 By Mark Bristow, R.A.F. Northolt Historian & Archivist 
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19th March THE RESTORATION OF STRAWBERRY HILL  
 By Anna Chalcraft, Friends of Strawberry Hill 
 
16th April JOHANNES GUTENBERG AND THE  
 STORY OF PRINT  
 By Peter Balding, 'Apsley Paper Trail' Heritage 
 
 
 

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
 
Regular meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each month 
at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow and start at 7.45 pm. 
Meetings include talks on aspects of family or local history. In addition, 
many of the Society's resources and indexes are normally available for 
consultation from about 7.15 pm. Note that parking in the adjacent car 
park on Montague Road is free after 6.30 pm. 
 
15th December 2011 CHRISTMAS SOCIAL and  
                                 THE REMINISCENCE ROAD SHOW  
                                 Christine Garland, Questors Theatre Group  
 
 
 
 

LONDON BRANCH OF THE BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND 
SOCIETY FOR GENEALOGY AND HERALDRY. 

 
 
Meetings are held quarterly, on a Saturday from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
Contact: David Kerr, 19 Riverside View, Milton Ernest, Bedford MK44 
1SG Email contact : chairmanlondonbranch@bmsgh.org  
 
Forthcoming events:  
                         
Saturday 1st October 2011 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Society of Genealogists – Jeanne Bunting 
‘Maps and Directories online’. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Saturday 14th January 2012 at 11:00 a.m.  
 
Society of Genealogists – Dr Andrew Gray 
‘Not just for decoration - Heraldic clues to unsuspected genealogy’. 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE BOTH THE CHANGE IN DATE AND IN VENUE. 
 

Saturday 7th July 2012 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
HYDE PARK FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE 
‘Unravelling the mysteries of the IGI – and how to use the new release’. 
 
Saturday 6th October 2012 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Society of Genealogists – Liz Carter 
‘Making the most of Manorial Records’. 
 

 
 
 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

 

The BIG Family History Fair  
 
21st April 2012 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
The Burgess Hall, St Ives Cambridgeshire. PE27 6WU 

 
FREE Admission (children must be accompanied), Ample Free Parking 

 
For further details contact: 
 
Huntingdonshire Family History Society 
c/o Mrs C. M. Morris 
2 Burleigh Road, St Ives, Cambridgeshire. PE27 3DF 
 
Email: secretary@huntsfhs.org.uk        Website: www.huntsfhs.org.uk 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others.  
                                                                                                            
Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 
nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 
‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 
process of being updated and revised).  
 
In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 
offices. 
 
We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
 
The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
 
Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 
requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 
investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 
answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
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HELP LINE � BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 
 
 
In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 
 
 
 

 A GENEROUS OFFER OF HELP 
 
Gill May received the following from Malcolm Wright of Bristol 
Genealogical Services: 
 
I am an experienced genealogist, with over 15 years’ experience. I 
specialise in tracing family and local history records in the south-west of 
England (particularly Bristol, Gloucestershire, Somerset, Wiltshire and 
Devon). I understand how costly and/or time-consuming it can be to 
travel from one side of the country to the other, particularly if it is to trace 
one, or a few, elusive records. If any of your members need a particular 
record located, copied and/or transcribed from the South West of 
England, South Wales, or the National Archives in Kew, I would be very 
happy to conduct this search on their behalf and forward the results 
without charge. A contribution towards postage and/or copying costs 
would be appreciated. 
If required I am also very happy to conduct larger pieces of research at a 
competitive rate (typically £10 per hour). Please see my website at 
www.bristolgenealogy.co.uk for full details. I hope this is of interest and 
that I may be of assistance to your members. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 
postage and packing (see below). 
 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 
St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 
  
THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 
 
Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 65p 
 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 
 

Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 
monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 
authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 
have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 
of interest. Visitors are always welcome at the monthly meetings 
(entrance £1.00). Doors open 7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 
Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 
Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 
1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 
growing collection of source material including census records, parish 
records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 
print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 
of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 
meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 
good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 
Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 
sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 
and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 
our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 
large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain and 
overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids and 
background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 
meeting dates all of which take place at:  

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

 

The annual membership is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 
same address), £12 (Europe, individual), £14 (Rest of the World 
individual). N.B. For overseas members if the journal is emailed in pdf 
format then the Europe and Rest of the World rates are reduced to £10.     
 

For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 
20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442. 
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 
 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 
of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor and is open one 
morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 
at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 
or open the Research Room during August.



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Officers 
 
President          Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 
 
Chairman.       Ian Harvey                                                      01895 635230 
     24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middx UB10 8NP 
 
Vice Chair       John Symons                                                 01895 677722 
                        11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middx. HA4 7RQ 
 
Vice Chair       Joy Higgs                                                       01895 272745 
                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx. UB10 9QW   
 
Secretary         Gill May                                                        01753 885602 
                        20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 
 
Treasurer         Charles Hampshire                                        01895 821351  
                         4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middx.  UB9 6RL  
     
Executive Committee 
 
Librarian         Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 
                         43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex.   UB5 4AT     
Membership    Patricia Reynolds                                          01895 444442 
                        20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, W. Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 
Programme     Judith Baker                                                   0208 5822705 
                        14 Appledore Avenue, South Ruislip, Middx. HA4 OUU 
Projects           Joy Higgs                                                       01895 272745 
                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx.  UB10 9QW                     
Publicity         Charles Hampshire                                         01895 821351 
                        4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middx UB9 6RL 
 

Magazine Editors.       John Symons, Tom Morgan, Alan Rowland 
 
Webmaster.                 Doug  Adams 
 

Book Reviews   Arthur Dark       01895 639168 
         74 Breakspear Rd. South, Ickenham, Middx. UB10 8HE 
 
 

Website: www.hfhs.co.uk     E-mail: hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 
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London Borough of Hillingdon (Middlesex) 
 
                                                                                            Greater London 

         

 
     The nine ancient Middlesex        
     parishes incorporated into  
     the modern London Borough 
     of Hillingdon are listed below. 
      
     Their original parish records 
     and registers are now at: 
     London Metropolitan Archives  
     40 Northampton Road, London 
     EC1 OAB. 
     
    Hillingdon today embraces a  
     mixture of ancient and modern, 
     large & small Greater London  
     suburbs, each with a distinctive  
    identity. Heathrow Airport lies 

  at its southern end. 
 
 
                     
     
Hillingdon suburbs: Colham Green, Cowley, Eastcote, Harefield, Harlington, 
Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, Ickenham, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip,  
Ruislip Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, West Drayton, Yeading, Yiewsley 

 
 
 


