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Society Reports, News and Information
Meet the Gang!  Profile: Paul Webster
I once joked to Paul that I reckoned he’d been around so
long, that he must have come with the shop! He fixed me
with a withering look and explained that he’d actually come
before our Family History Centre in King Street.
Paul was one of the very first members of our Society (no.
54) and has been a volunteer since the very start. He attended
the inaugural meeting in 1978 in the Art Gallery, where a
group of keen family historians met to discuss the feasibility
of setting up an Aberdeen & North-East Scotland Family
History Society here in Aberdeen. The rest is history!
Paul was born and brought up in Aberdeen and was educated
at Sunnybank Primary and Old Aberdeen Secondary schools.
On leaving school in 1968, he worked as an office boy in the
bus depot in King Street. After a spell in the army, when he
served in Germany and Northern Ireland, he went south to Bury in Greater Manchester,
where he worked in a cotton mill. It was while he was there that he first developed an
interest in genealogy, thanks to his landlady, who introduced him to this fascinating
hobby/obsession.
He returned to Aberdeen, where he worked in the Cleansing Department for 40 years until
he retired. During that time, he also worked as a volunteer in our Family History Centre,
helping visitors with their research and fulfilling a multitude of other tasks. For many
years, he and Violet Murray faithfully staffed our Centre on Tuesday and Friday evenings
– and this after a full day’s hard physical work for Paul – and on Saturday mornings, until
a drop in visitor numbers made evening openings impractical.
Paul would probably describe himself as being fairly single-minded and prepared to work
at something until he sees it through. A few years ago, he came across a reference to a
prison in Rose Street which has long since been demolished. This caught his interest –
especially as no-one seemed to know much about it. So, he set to and researched old
documents and archives, eventually writing a book about it: Bridewell Prison: The History
of Aberdeen’s Forgotten Jail (code AA519).
Before he retired, Paul began to have health and mobility problems, which resulted in one
hip and two knee replacements. All of us in the Centre reckoned he’d be out of action for
several weeks, if not months. Not a bit of it. Paul was back in the Centre, on crutches,
within a few days! You can’t keep a good man down!
Since he retired, Paul has been a fixture in the Centre – which is a great relief for Barbara
the Centre manager, trying to organise a rota to cover volunteers’ holidays and
grandparenting duties! Because Paul lives close by, he is always (or nearly always!) first
in and last out and can always be relied on to share his expertise with visitors. He is
unfailingly willing and helpful in any situation; we could do with more like him!!
liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129

Society Reports, News and Information
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Report from King Street
It is difficult to believe that almost a year has passed since we closed our Centre for a
week and began the big clear-out to allow the renovations to be carried out.  I have never
seen so much accumulated dust in a long time: it was amazing how it stuck to any exposed
skin and clothes and was ingrained on hands by the end of a day.  We filled dozens of
containers with the contents of our Centre – all the computers, printers and monitors, the
viewers and all the sundry items.  The filing cabinets were emptied into containers and
then taped up ready for moving.
That was all last year’s news, and we are now beginning to finalise items such as the
computer system. Just last month, we took delivery of new widescreen monitors which
are great to work with and give a much better user experience.
Among recent visitors, we have had a number of people who are just starting out on their
journey to discover their family history. It is wonderful to dive straight in with minimal
information and to pull their ancestors out of the records. It gives such a boost, and grabs
their – and our – attention and spurs them on to discover more.  One of our recent visitors
discovered that her relatives had lived and worked in the same area as she did, and it was
all round about King Street – joy!  Then there are the members who have come from the
other side of the world to discover where their roots are.  It is very pleasing to be able to
assist in their discoveries and show them on a map the exact location of their ancestor’s
farm or village.  The National Library of Scotland is the most wonderful resource for maps
of both Scotland and England and other parts of the world. They have a vast library, most
of which is digitised and is free to view: many older maps can be overlaid onto Google to
pinpoint places exactly.
Well, I started by talking about last year’s renovation, so I will end by telling you about
the renovation of our office space.  We are considering the logistics of temporarily moving
the office to 136 King Street and all that that entails. It has become obvious that one or
two office functions could be delayed, so we would like to assure you that we will do our
best to ensure that everything functions as normal. If delays occur, especially in the
mailing of bookshop orders, be assured that we will rectify matters as soon as possible.
Please come and see us in our Centre in King Street, where there are volunteers to help
you with your search if you wish. Or your membership entitles you to come in and use
our resources, which include Ancestry.com and many other very useful websites.
We look forward to seeing you: Monday to Friday 10am–4pm, and Saturday 10am–1pm.

Barbara Lamb, Centre Manager
—oOo—

Thank You from Gay
Dear friends,
I thank all of you who have taken the trouble to send me your best wishes in my retirement
from active volunteering in the Society.  From a Postal Sales point of view, it’s also nice
to know that the people whom I persuaded to spend much more money than they intended
are still kindly disposed to me! I’ve had lots of kind messages – very heartening.

Gay Murton No. 2127
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Members’ Meetings
Mary Evans, “Tackling Your Brick Walls”
21st September 2019
Mary (no. 1975) has 40 years’ interest in family history and has been an ANESFHS
member for over 30 years.  She used to live in Warwickshire but now lives near Elgin and
convenes our Moray/Banff Group.  A former teacher, she has worked on research for TV’s
Who Do You Think You Are? and on research and articles for family-history magazines.
She began her talk by showing that “brick walls” come in all forms.  She suggested we
learn to love them, as you learn a lot in the process of solving family conundrums.  It is
very important not to believe everything you read or hear.  You may be looking in the
wrong place, or your ancestors may have left you wrong information, inadvertently or
deliberately.  The problems can be universal, whichever country’s records you are
researching.  With the aid of her own family tree, Mary pointed out that much of the
information she had gleaned was dubious, from her great-grandparents backwards.
How to tackle brick walls?  It is important to go back over what you have and to re-read it
with fresh eyes, aware that new resources constantly become available. Interpretation of
information matters: Mary could not find a marriage entry from 1869 after checking every
parish in the area where the marriage took place.  However, one parish church had since
become a cathedral, whose records she had not searched – and there the marriage was
found.  So, learn to consider what the situation was at the time of the event.
When faced with a brick wall, one solution may be to go round it: if an individual cannot
be found in the records, look for a brother or sister.  Or climb over the wall by looking for
a will if you cannot find a death registration.  Wills can give a considerable amount of
information: for example, how much property was owned by the testator; who his or her
family, tenants, occupation were.  They can confirm the identity of in-laws, and hence find
a marriage which has previously eluded you.  Another possibility is to make a hole and
crawl through the wall: after the introduction of Scottish registration in 1855, baptismal
records were still kept and should not be ignored.  Scottish Kirk Session records give
information about illegitimate births, following charges of “fornication”.  The Statistical
Accounts of the late 18th century (the Old SA) and the 1840s (the New SA) may not usually
give names but can provide much background information about the parishes.
Again, consider what misinformation may have been handed down.  Names may be passed
on inaccurately; Janet and Jessie can be interchangeable, as can Jane and Jean.  A middle
name may be used: for example, James Arthur may have always been called Arthur.  A
nickname could be the key: “Essie” could have been Sarah Elizabeth (“SE” = Essie).
Mary also quoted a change of name, where William was re-baptised in later life, with
middle names added.
Surnames may be unusual or rare, which is useful in research, but the spelling may vary
considerably, as in Hensby/Hemslie.  In these circumstances, it can be helpful to use
wildcards: for example, “H*s*y”.  Regional accents may change a name considerably: for
example, “Hazelwood” became “Azlud” in another part of the country.  A stepfather or
illegitimacy may account for some changes of name: Mary quoted one Joseph Warner,
born in 1856 to an unmarried mother, Mary Warner.  When he married, all his children
were registered as Warner but baptised as Carter, and all the censuses show the family as
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Carter.  It turned out that the double surname began with Joseph’s mother May, born
illegitimately to Hannah Warner who married Simon Carter, Mary Warner’s father, six
weeks after the birth.  It is interesting to see the separation of the formal/legal name used
on birth, marriage and death certificates, and the informal name by which the family were
known to friends and neighbours, and used on censuses.  In cases of illegitimacy, there
may also be a clue to the father in the child’s middle name.
It is also worth noting that there is no legal requirement to record a previous marriage on a
marriage certificate, nor to show parents as deceased.  Occasionally, desertion may be
declared as a death.
Dates and ages can build brick walls, as a birthday falling before or after a census can alter
a person’s apparent age.  As it was more usual for a husband to be older than his wife, a
wife’s age could vary according to who provided the information.  Mary quoted the case
of Agatha Christie’s father and his employee, “Nursie”, who refused to give her age for
the census, causing her employer eventually to record her with an age of his choice.
Because census papers went out to households before the census date, some people were
recorded in two different places.  Place of birth may also have been recorded as the nearest
town rather than the actual village, as in the case of one man who, in later life elsewhere in
the country, variously gave his birthplace as the small village of Moreton, or the larger
village of Gnosall, or the town of Newport, presumably because he thought the census
enumerator would not know the village but might know the other two nearby places.
Occupations may be changed or inflated, such as a machine-minder becoming an engineer
on his marriage certificate, perhaps to impress his new father-in-law.
Mary concluded her very interesting talk with two case studies, firstly of twins who at
different times had three different surnames, and then of a child said to have been born at
sea when his parents were on their way out to India.  In fact, he was born illegitimately at
sea as his mother was returning to India to join his father.  The parents then married four
days after mother and baby arrived in the port.  Mary’s message was: be thorough, critical,
creative and persistent, and don’t believe without checking.
jmbyth1@btinternet.com Janet M Byth No. 2882
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Midlands Group
After more than 30 years, Ron Herd (no. 32) has resigned as chair of the Midlands Group,
and six members passed their thanks on to him at a meeting on 12th October.  As no-one
new had emerged in response to notices in the Journal, we decided with regret not to
arrange further meetings. However, this e-mail address will be maintained until further
notice so that new or existing members can be put in touch by mutual agreement.
Invited to describe highlights of their family-history experiences, two members described
the encouragement received from the Journal editor, one mentioned Lady Forbes putting
aside her ironing to find an old plan of the tenancies in Forbes Castle, and another recalled
a vivid account of smuggler ancestors in the local history book. Over the years, we have
found half a dozen distant cousins within our group, as well as half a dozen neighbours.
The photograph shows those – all
Society members of long standing –
who attended the final meeting: Robin
Milne (no. 2378), Stuart Reid (no.
17118), Elizabeth Nicol (no. 2662),
Geraldine Peissel (no. 3376), Christine
Stamper (no. 4443) and David Walker
(no. 1228).
midlands@anesfhs.org.uk David L Walker No. 1228

—oOo—

Glasgow Group Report
Chris Paton, “Church Records”
5th October 2019
A highly entertaining and informative speaker, Chris overcame technology glitches to give
us a thorough run-down of Scotland’s turbulent religious history and where we might find
records from the many church denominations that have existed.  His latest book, Tracing
Your Scottish Ancestry through Church and State Records (Pen & Sword Books), is
launched on 30th November – and this talk represented “about four pages” from it.
He began by explaining centuries of church/state background to so much fragmentation.
The 1843 Disruption was the most serious of countless events, splitting the Moderates and
the Evangelicals within the established Church of Scotland and forming the breakaway
Free Church of Scotland after the courts declined to abolish patronage.  The 1834 Veto
Act (thrown out in 1838) had challenged the Patronage Act; and most Kirk Session records
for 1834–43 have lists of heads of households eligible to vote.  The useful oldscottish.com
website lists all parishes and shows these heads of households where such records exist.
From 1843, the Free Church evangelicals began rebuilding the parochial system along
Church of Scotland lines.  Also, the 1845–51 famine in Ireland and in the Highlands was
causing vast population displacement.  Roman Catholic numbers had become much
reduced, but the RC Church was dramatically reintroduced to Scotland by so much Irish
immigration.  No single church system could handle the registration of births, deaths and
marriages, so the state took this on from 1st January 1855 with statutory registration.
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In 1851, as well as the UK census, there was a religious and an educational census.  The
religious census has mostly survived in England but not in Scotland, though Speymouth’s
is preserved in Kirk Session records.  In 1851 there were 904 Church of Scotland parishes
but 2,112 dissenting congregations, notably 889 Free Church, 192 Independent, 82
Wesleyan Methodist and 20 LDS (Mormons; mostly in Lanarkshire).
The Scotland’s People website has the Church of Scotland Old Parochial Registers (OPRs)
and Catholic Parish Records (though most CPRs don’t start until the mid-19th century),
plus some from other churches.  From 1834, it was legal in Scotland to marry in any
denomination as long as the banns were first called in the Church of Scotland (“the Kirk”).
In the burgh of Perth, the Kirk’s minister recorded everyone, while non-Catholics can also
be found in Aberdeenshire Catholic records.  Many children were never baptised at all.
The Stamp Act (1783–94) was a 3d tax on each baptism.  The Scottish Episcopal Church
had special dispensation after 1708 to carry out marriages.
Soon to be added on “Scotland’s People” will be records of dissenting congregations that
eventually rejoined the Kirk in one of the reunifications.  Some such records are still held
privately.  In England when statutory registration began in 1837, dissenting congregations
all had to hand their records in centrally, but the Anglican Church could carry on keeping
theirs, and most ended up in county record offices.  In Scotland it was pretty much the
other way round: all Church of Scotland congregations had to hand their records in.
The FreeReg website, run by volunteers, includes some Aberdeenshire Episcopal records.
There is free online access to the Statistical Accounts of Scotland (1st/Old, 1790s, and
2nd/New, 1830s; but the 3rd is not online).  On scan.org.uk (Scottish Archive Network),
type in the name of a church to find out about its records.  Many Kirk Session records
have been digitised; see scottishdocuments.com for the availability of these and other
records.  For irregular marriage, see the Library Report in this Journal issue.
At our next meeting, on 16th November, the very popular Michelle Leonard will give a talk
on “WW1 soldiers and the Fromelles DNA project”, in which she has been involved.
glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—
Moray/Banff Group Report
Our September meeting was our “Bring along a brick wall” favourite.  With the evenings
drawing in, we were all planning to get back to our research, so a review of those ever-
present “brick walls” is always a good start! We all learn something along the way, as
each brick wall has its own problems – and, even if we can’t solve it at the time, everyone
has some ideas to suggest as to new sources or possible ways to re-think and re-tackle.
In October, we were “Making the most of the Internet”, looking not only at many lesser-
known resources – try www.freecen.org.uk for a wonderful free site for censuses – but
also at ways of searching for extra material for background and “flesh on the bones”.
Even a simple Google search can turn up the most surprising treasure trove of information!
In November, we’ll think about “Making sense of your research”, while December is our
Christmas Social, but at a different venue.  I will be in touch with details. Thank you to
everyone who has supported our meetings.  We look forward to seeing you all next year!
moray.banff@anesfhs.org.uk Mary Evans No. 1975
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Brisbane-Area Group Report
17th August 2019
At this second meeting, we each did a brief run-through of our interests/practices: who
we’re researching in Aberdeen and North-East Scotland; which other FH groups we
belong to; whether we’ve had DNA tested, and with which companies; and which (if any)
family-tree software we use.  We also decided that we’re primarily for Aberdeen and NE
Scottish research (and would encourage any non-ANESFHS attendees to subscribe to the
Society).  It was felt there are other groups better able to deliver specialised information
sessions on things like DNA-testing (for example, Queensland FHS).
Given the variety of our interests and experiences, we’ll structure our initial sessions
around solving each other’s Aberdeen and NE Scottish research problems.  Before next
meeting, two members will each give us a one-page rundown on their problem. Our room
is equipped with technology and has Internet access, so we can go live if we want to.
We have since established a private Facebook group (ANESFHS Brisbane).  Once a
request to join the group has been approved, you’re in.  I thank all attendees for their
information, among which we hope other ANESFHS members will spot connections.

ANESFHS research interests
Kate Brial (no. 13272): ANESFHS. DNA: Ancestry, Living DNA. Software: PAF.
Researching: TAYLOR – Cruden and Aberdeen; GORDON – Monymusk and Daviot
(William and Thomas both schoolmasters); DONALD – Aberdeenshire (James, a tailor
b.c. 1780?); GRANT – Knockando, Morayshire; PETRIE – Aberdeenshire (William b.c.
1748?).  Also CRAN ancestry from Edinburgh but possibly earlier from Aberdeenshire –
multitude of Crans in Aberdeenshire.
Isabelle Thompson (no. 938): ANESFHS, Gold Coast, Gympie FHS. DNA: Ancestry.
Software: no, paper-based.
Researching: THAIN – Inverkeithny Banffshire, Fraserburgh and Strichen ABD; JACK –
Strichen, (New) Pitsligo, Rathen; MUTCH – Fraserburgh, New Deer; WALLACE – New
Deer; MORTIMER – Alford, Cluny, Aberdeen, Fyvie; RETTIE – Fyvie, Monquhitter;
PIRIE – Banff; WALKER – King Edward.
Janelle Sandaver (no. 10262): ANESFHS. DNA: Ancestry. Software: Ancestry.
Researching: WALKER.
Dale Fogarty (no. 20674): ANESFHS, QFHS. DNA: tested with AncestryDNA, FTDNA
and LivingDNA, uploaded to GEDmatch, MyHeritage.  Family-tree database: Reunion
(Mac) main database, Family Tree Maker for Mac synched to Ancestry (also have
MacFamilyTree, Heredis). Other software: Evidentia.
Researching: ANGUS and FORBES, also LAMB, CLARK, GORDON, DUNCAN,
INKSON, BROWN, BRUCE, McLAREN (also McKAY/MACKAY, Ayrshire).
Sharon Burke (no. 20713): ANESFHS, QFHS (Scottish, Central European, FTM and
DNA Special Interest Groups), Gold Coast FHS. DNA: with Ancestry, also on
GEDMatch and MyHeritage. Software: Family Tree Maker.
Researching: Isabella MUTCH (b. 1840 Ellon); James MUTCH (b. 1819 Cruden);
Penelope DUNCAN (b. 1821 Ellon); John AIRD (b. 1801); Donald AIRD (b. 1840 Alness
or Culsalmond); Donald Mutch AIRD (b. 1862 Kinellar, ABD; Brisbane from 1883).



November 2019 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 9

Doug Burke: QFHS (DNA Special Interest Groups), Gold Coast FHS. DNA: Ancestry,
GEDMatch, MyHeritage. Software: Family Tree Maker.
Researching: HARRIOT/HERRIOT; HALLIDAY, LANDALE/LANADALS/LANDELS,
WATT 1750–1870s (Dalkeith and England).
Tricia Hickey (no. 16398): ANESFHS, QFHS. DNA: Ancestry. Software: FTM.
Researching: STRATHDEE – Mortlach, Banff, Elgin; McKENZIE – Forres, Aberdeen;
SMITH – Spynie, Elgin; JAMIESON and PHILIP – Aberdeen, Elgin; McHARDY –
Aberdeen; KAY, ADAM, MAVOR/MAVER – all Elgin; BEATTIE – Mortlach, Banff;
DONALD – Banff; McGOWAN – Lhanbryde; SHEARER – Mortlach, Banff; McNEIL –
Inverness, Forres, Aberdeen; CUMMING – Moray; JOLLY – Kincardineshire, Aberdeen;
CRAIG, MAIN – Portlethen; THOMSON, ROBERTSON, WILL, DUNCAN, GORDON,
DAVIDSON, DUFFUS, FINDLATER, REAPER, WOOD – all Aberdeenshire.
Margaret Shand (no. 227):
Researching: SHAND, STUART, ROBERTSON, ROY, FLEMING – Glenrinnes in
Aberlour and Mortlach parishes, Banffshire; VASS, COLLIE, SUTHERLAND, SCOTT –
St Andrews Lhanbryde, Moray (and Nigg, Ross-shire); WISEMAN, WATT, OGILVIE –
Gamrie, Banffshire; GATT, WEST – Pennan, Aberdeenshire; COWIE, SMITH “Laird”,
MURRAY, SHARP, REID – Rathven, Banffshire.
Val Shield (no. 9885): ANESFHS. DNA: no test. Software: Family Tree Maker.
Researching: FINDLAY, BONNYMAN, Glasgow.
Anne Jones (née Sherriffs) (no. 9973): ANESFHS. DNA: no test. Software: Family
Tree Maker, Scotland’s People.
Researching: SIMPSON, COOK, MARTIN, SHERRIFFS.
Mike Wilkinson (no. 21704): ANESFHS. DNA: Ancestry. Software: Reunion for Mac.
Researching: William GIBSON d. 1865 at Kirkton of Skene; SIM families from Elgin
area. Also connection of GIBSON and CUPPAGE families with the East India Company.
Robin Price (née Shirrefs) (no. 18058): ANESFHS, FIBIS [Families in British India Society].
DNA: Ancestry, FTDNA (male line).  Software: Legacy, and bare-bones tree on Ancestry.
Researching: SHIRREFS – Aberdeen, Kildrummy; SMITH, GORDON (Laird of Craig) –
Auchindoir; BARCLAY, BURNETT, LUNAN – Aberdeen, Monymusk.
Jocelyn Gould (no. 22034): Genealogy Sunshine Coast, Cairns & District FHS, Highland
FHS (Sco.), ANESFHS, Northern Ireland FHS. DNA: FTDNA, uploaded to MyHeritage.
Software: RootsMagic; trees on FTDNA, Ancestry, WikiTree, FamilySearch, FindMyPast.
Researching: KING – Speymouth MOR and Glasgow LKS; GORDON and MURRAY –
Keith BAN; PRIEST, BLACK and MASSON – Knockando MOR; PEDDIE – Duffus
MOR; KEMP – Alves MOR; GARROW, STEWART and SELLAR – Botriphnie BAN;
RI(U)DDOCK – Grange BAN. Names in Ross-shire and Inverness-shire: MANN – Croy
INV and Avoch ROC; MORE – Avoch ROC; ALLISON and MacKINTOSH – Croy INV;
MUSTARD, STEWART and PEDDISON – Rosemarkie ROC.
brisbane@anesfhs.org.uk Robin Price No. 18058
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Editorial
Last issue’s Editorial was all about Journal Queries.  It’s generated precisely no feedback
and only four Queries for this issue.  Clearly the idea of Q&A has moved beyond the
scope of a quarterly Journal.  But then, if quick interactivity is now what’s wanted, why
don’t we see many more “brick wall” and other queries on the Members’ Forum in the
log-in section of the Society’s website?  Members are always willing to help each other.
Or you could come and meet your friendly fellow-members at one of our local-area Group
meetings.  During the chat at our Edinburgh Group in September, one “new” lady was
heard to say “I’m in heaven!” at being introduced to a fellow-member with a connection.
As you’ll see below, there is interest in convening meetings of members in London and
South-East England.  An area with similar large catchment is the English Midlands, where
we’ve had a members’ group for over 30 years – but this group is in danger of folding
through lack of attendance.  Put your smartphone to good use, and organise something!
For each Journal issue, we only hear from 1% of members – even including our regular
volunteers.  We’d like to ask some “conversation-starter” questions to get you writing in.
For example, what got you interested in researching your family history?  Or what advice
would you give a new family historian? Or who is your favourite ancestor? Sometimes it
only takes a little prompt – and it could mean you need only write a snippet and not a
multi-page article.  I thank Susan Freer (no. 17329) for this idea, and I look forward to
hearing from you.  Look back through old Journals, and you’ll find a surprising amount of
useful information and connections that you might have overlooked or forgotten.
I’ve not overlooked or forgotten an Edinburgh Group report; just couldn’t fit it into this
issue.  It should appear in the February Journal.
Finally for now, although this Journal should begin reaching members by mid-November,
it’s the last issue of 2019, and so we wish you all a very Happy Christmas when it comes,
followed by a Guid New Year of family-history researches and exciting discoveries.  Will
you be visiting King Street in 2020?
journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

ANESFHS London-Area Group?
I have been an ANESFHS member for eight years now.  Like many others, I have family
from Aberdeenshire and the North-East, going back hundreds of years.
I follow various stories and tales in the Journals and online, and I think that, as we have
local-area groups of Society members around the UK and indeed the world now, it may be
an idea to add a London-based one. I can’t be the only North-East Scottish-descended
person in London and South-East England who would like to meet up with others (as per
the hint in Journal 151, end of pp. 10–11 article).
Perhaps we could meet up a few times a year and also arrange an outing to the National
Archives at Kew and/or arrange talks, depending on what folk would like.
If you are interested, please contact me by e-mail (below) or Twitter (@sjclark30).
sheenajclark@gmail.com Sheena Clark No. 19190
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Membership Subscription Rates for 2020
The Society’s AGM in March 2019 ratified the committee’s agreement that some (not all)
subscription rates are to be increased from 1st January 2020 (Journal 151, mid-page 13):

Ordinary annual membership of £21 is to increase to £25.
Family annual membership of £27 is to increase to £30.
Digital membership (e-Journal only): no increase for 2020.  That is:
e-Ordinary membership stays at £18, and e-Family membership stays at £24.

These rates will be displayed on the inside front cover of each Journal in 2020.
treasurer@anesfhs.org.uk Accounts Team

—oOo—

1911 Census – A Plea for Help
Seven years on, and we are nearly finished transcribing the 1911 census for Aberdeen City
and Aberdeenshire (see also our progress report in Journal 151, pp. 11–12). However, this
is a plea to anyone sitting at home in the winter evenings who would be willing to help us
finish the task. What we need are people who can read an Excel spreadsheet and compare
what’s been typed by one of our volunteers against the original handwritten census.
It is fairly time-consuming but can be done a little at a time – and the hardest part has
already been done by the volunteer who had to read the enumerator’s original return and
decipher the handwriting so that they could type it into the spreadsheet. Maybe you would
be able to decipher something they couldn’t, or maybe you’ll spot a typing or other error
and be able to correct it?
That’s all we need you to do to help us to get this finished – and we’d really appreciate
your help. Even if you are only willing or able to check one section, that would be great.
If you can help, please e-mail:
rhona.robertson@anesfhs.org.uk (if you’re interested in the Aberdeen City census)
helen.dewar@anesfhs.org.uk (if you’re interested in the Aberdeenshire census)

—oOo—

Publications List Update
Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS
AA078 Forbes, Kearn & Tullynessle MIs. £7·50 200gms
Highland FHS
AH122 Alvie, Badenoch MIs. £6·00 160gms
AH118 Badenscallie, Parish of Coigach MIs. £6·00 160gms
AH124 Contin, Ross-shire MIs. £8·00 200gms
AH123 Urray Old and Urray West MIs. £6·00 250gms
Local
LT053 Torry: Celebrating a Royal Burgh. Book 1: Architecture and

Engineering.
£5·00 120gms
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Please see the Society’s website under the “Publications” tab for a list of all publications
that we produce or sell, and for how to order.
jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer  No. 14

—oOo—
Library Report
The Torry Heritage Group produces many interesting and informative books on Torry, the
former Royal Burgh which only became part of Aberdeen in 1891.  These are always well
illustrated.  Their most recent one is Torry: Celebrating a Royal Burgh.  This is the first of
a series, and focuses on the architecture and engineering of Torry.  It gives us the history
of familiar landmarks such as the Victoria Bridge, St Fittick’s Kirk, Girdleness lighthouse
and the nearby foghorn, which could be heard all over Aberdeen.  One of my memories of
growing up in Aberdeen is listening on a foggy night to the mournful but somehow
comforting sound of the “Torry Coo”.
To many people in Aberdeen, Bridge of Don is the extensive suburb to the north of the
city.  But, until the 1930s, the Bridge of Don area consisted mainly of farms, estates with
their big houses, and moorland.  A. G. Pirie’s Bygone Bridge of Don gives us a detailed
history of the area through a wonderful collection of photographs.  My cousin, now in her
nineties, remembers as a child boarding the tram in King Street to visit Mr and Mrs
Smith’s Don Bank Tea Rooms in Balgownie Road; and this book shows a postcard with
views of the tearoom.  Like all books from Stenlake Publishing, the photographs are
accompanied by informative text.
The various forms of marriage in Scotland often cause confusion in family history.  We
recently received a donation of a book entitled Scotch Marriages: Regular and Irregular,
and this makes very interesting reading.  In Scotland, a “regular” marriage was one
performed by a minister (although not necessarily in church) and preceded by the reading
of banns over a three-week period.
But there are three forms of so-called “irregular” marriage which, under Scots law, were
perfectly legal.  These were declaration by consent, that is the agreement of the couple
before witnesses; by a public promise followed by consummation; or by cohabitation and
repute.  The first two were abolished as a result of the Marriage (Scotland) Act 1939, but
marriage by cohabitation and repute remained in force until the passing of the Family Law
(Scotland) Act of 2006.
As an example, my grandparents were married in 1915 during the First World War.  They
were married by declaration in front of the bride’s parents because my grandfather, who
was in the Merchant Navy, had been recalled to his ship, and there was no time to publish
the banns.  The marriage took place in a solicitor’s office, and was duly registered.
There are many fascinating stories behind some of these “irregular” marriages.  The
author, an advocate, cites (often in great detail) numerous examples of different marriages
which have come before the courts.  The book gives us an insight into the social history of
Scotland in the 19th century.
Torry: Celebrating a Royal Burgh.  Torry Heritage Group, 2019.  £5.00. (LT053)
Bygone Bridge of Don, by A. Gordon Pirie.  Stenlake Publishing Ltd, 2019.  £10.95. (LT018)
Scotch Marriages: Regular and Irregular, by F. P. Walton.  Edinburgh, 1893.

library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090
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Book Review
Ring of Truth, by Richard Lyon (www.januspublishing.co.uk),
ISBN 978-1-85756-892-9, £24·95
Grave 33, Row 6 in Guidel Communal Cemetery, near Lorient,
Brittany, purported to be that of an airman “Known to God” – but
much circumstantial evidence led Richard Lyon to believe that this
was the grave of his uncle, shot down in July 1944. To have his
uncle’s name added on the stone was his mission, and one that
lasted for many years.
Flying Officer Ernest Russell Lyon was shot down in his Spitfire near Lorient, where the
Germans had a U-Boat base. Years passed and a new century had dawned when, via a
Scottish genealogical website (www.talkingscot.com), Richard Lyon made contact with
local history enthusiasts in this vicinity. He acknowledges their contribution to the saga
by naming Jean-Yves Le Lan as co-author. M. Le Lan and his team interviewed people
who remembered the German Occupation of the Second World War.  One of these was the
farmer on whose land the Spitfire had come down. He remembered actually seeing the
body beside the wreckage and being told by a German that the body would be taken to
Guidel Cemetery.
The gravedigger was the only non-German at the funeral, which he remembered as being
conducted with respect. There are also German documents recording the shooting down.
The RAF, of course, knew who was missing from the squadron they had sent out.
The official body that needed to be convinced “beyond all reasonable doubt” that F/O
Lyon lay in Grave 33, Row 6 in Guidel was the MoD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate
Centre (JCCC) – and, at the beginning of the author’s mission, they said they did not admit
“hearsay” when considering evidence. However, while researching in the National
Archives at Kew, Richard came across instructions issued to RAF Search Unit personnel
after the Second World War – and one of these was to give credence to local witness
statements that had a Ring of Truth to them.
Happily, in mid-2014, the JCCC accepted the submitted evidence so that the grave could
be rededicated, with the new stone bearing an inscription composed by the family to
accompany F/O E. R. Lyon’s name. Years of battling with “the authorities” had achieved
the desired result; and, as well as the story of the grave, this book is something of a manual
in how to tackle officialdom.
The author is meticulous in detailing his researches and is equally diligent in including
maps, tables, copies of documents, glossaries, a bibliography and almost 100 pages of
appendices. There are illustrations aplenty, and I particularly like the paper used and the
font type and size that is easy on the eye.
spthorshope@gmail.com Stella Pedersen No. 12914

—oOo—

What Made You Join Us?
There is a constant loss of Society members – died, moved away, forgot to renew etc. – so
we need a flow of new recruits.  What encouraged you to join ANESFHS?
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I joined 30 years ago following an inspiring talk from Bill Diack to the Aberdeen branch
of what was then the Federation of University Women. I have no Scottish ancestors, but
he told us all about the IGI, and about records for every country being available, and how
fascinating it all is.  Are talks by current members, to other organisations, the best way?
What else works?
I came to our first premises at 152 King Street – so small we nearly took turns to breathe –
joined over the counter, found the microfiche with the Irish IGI, and said “Open Sesame!”
I found the births of both my grandfathers in 1865, one in Co. Cavan, one in Co. Mayo.
Bingo!  I found two Mayo aunts – then nobody in Waterford or Tipperary, no marriages
for the great-grandparents, no births for the grandmothers.  I had come to the great tangled
morass of Irish genealogy, in which I have continued to paddle/sink/wander ever since.
Start from something you know, I then thought – and started on my husband’s side, much
more successfully, apart from the legends/lies/nonsense passed down the family as Gospel
truth. Red herrings, blind alleys, they’re all there – as they are in every family tree.
That’s what made me join. Then what made me stay? The facilities – and I got drawn in
to improving them, to helping in the Centre, meeting people, helping people, making
friends among the members. I’m still here, albeit in a reduced capacity now.
Write in to the Journal – what made you join us?

Gay Murton No. 2127
—oOo—

100 Club News
The 100 Club gives our members the opportunity to win a cash prize while also supporting
the Society’s work.  All you need is a UK bank account, wherever you live.  The fee for
each number held is £12 per annum and is payable annually, in May, by banker’s order.
The payout is always 50 per cent of the income, and there are four prizes in the monthly
draw (1st 20 per cent,  2nd 15 per cent,  3rd 10 per cent and  4th 5 per cent of the income).
You must be a current member of the Society. If you decide not to renew your
ANESFHS membership, please also cancel your standing order for the 100 Club.
The draw takes place monthly, and we now pay winners via online banking. We need
to be kept up to date with any changes to 100 Club members’ bank-account details.
Winners are also announced in the Journal.  For further details, please see the current
Information Booklet on our website.  If you’d like to join, then please e-mail me (below).

No.
1st prize
(£24·80)

Mem.
No. No.

2nd prize
(£18·60)

Mem.
No. No.

3rd prize
(£12·40)

Mem.
No. No.

4th prize
(£6·20)

Mem.
No.

Aug 33
Gay
Murton 2127 90

Norman
McPherson 3986 56

Alison
Kerr 1602 40

Kathleen
Ewen 762

Sep 140
Anne
Smith 14618 87

William
Watson 8320 110

Michael
Kennedy 15552 33

Gay
Murton 2127

Oct 26 Anne Gray 12641 14
Jane
Wynne 11882 43

Douglas
Johnston 4892 73

William
Low 484

100club@anesfhs.org.uk Teresa Shewell No. 4883
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Re: “The Business of Burial” (Journal 151)
Gavin Bell’s article gives very interesting background details of my 2g-grandfather James
Gordon’s lair in Nellfield Cemetery, Aberdeen. The documents which he said I donated to
the Society were in fact handed over in person by my namesake and second cousin, and by
me, in September 2018 to the chairman, Stuart Petrie. Andrew James (Drew) Gordon,
from Melbourne, was visiting Aberdeen for the first time, and I was able to show him the
other places of significance to our
branch of the family in Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire, which were mentioned
in several articles I have written for
the Journal.
Drew is a grandson of Andrew
Howard Gordon (“AHG”), whose
eventful life I wrote about in Journals
146–7.  I (Andrew George Gordon)
am a grandson of AHG’s brother
George Arthur Gordon, whose life as
a GP in the Great War I wrote about
in Journal 141. The picture of James
Gordon, Master Draper of 44 Union Street, was published in the article I wrote for Journal
112, “Are We Linked to the Gordons of Craig?”, which with a lot of help from Rosemary
Bigwood I proved we were. The Andrew Gordon whom Gavin mentions was at one time
the manager of the Union Bank of Scotland on the corner of Union Street and Crown
Street and was the Andrew Gordon Esq. of 62 Cornhill, London, then deputy manager of
the London Branch of the Union Bank, whom Gavin also mentions. From that moment
on, my branch of the Gordon family has been resident in England, but two years’ National
Service in the Gordon Highlanders followed by two degrees at Aberdeen University
renewed my contact with the North-East. Incidentally, the wife of James, Margaret
Welsh, under his name on the tombstone, was the daughter of Dr David Welsh, retiring
Moderator of the Church of Scotland and leader of the Disruption.
andyg.gordon@me.com Andy Gordon No. 16302

Graveyard Outing 2019: Old Deer Kirkyard
I read with interest in Journal 151 (May 2019) about the Society’s planned Graveyard
Outing to Old Deer, where relatives of mine are buried.  Regrettably I could not attend said
trip, but in due course I would be interested in any result pertaining to my forebears.  The
principal of the family line buried in the graveyard is Robert McGregor of Quartalehouse,
Stuartfield, b.c. 1838.  I have a christening note of his father from 1795 at Aberlour.
There is another line of interest in that my great-uncle was baptised James Peter McGregor
after the Old Deer minister James Peter – and these are also my forenames.  My paternal
grandmother is buried in Ellon cemetery with others, but the family scattered, ending up in
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Canada, the USA and South Africa, where I have two brothers.  We are four brothers, but
my father was the only son in a family of four, and there are many daughters and nieces
and only two males, one of whom fathered two girls.  There is only one male to carry on
the name Cairns (my grandfather married a McGregor), so he has a load on his shoulders.
I left Aberdeen Grammar School in 1957 to join the Clydesdale & North of Scotland Bank
at 62 Union Street, Aberdeen.  Many moves later, my family ended up in Helensburgh.
Much as I would have liked to join the outing, it would be beyond me, but I enclose a
cheque for £30 which I would like to be used to defray the expenses of the High Tea at the
Country Park Inn, Mintlaw. If there happens to be a surplus, please use this to defray the
running expenses of the Society.  I hope you don’t mind the potted history, and I hope
everyone involved will have had an enjoyable outing to Old Deer.
peekairns@aol.com J Peter Cairns No. 17752

The Graveyard Gang was not aware of Peter’s letter when our outing took place on 1st June, but
our volunteers did indeed enjoy our High Tea afterwards, and we are very grateful to Peter for his
generous donation and his good wishes.  It all helps towards the greater good!  We have since
made the two further site visits we had hoped to (see Journal 152, p. 2), but progress with
disinterring and reading the large number of horizontal stones at Old Deer Kirkyard has been
slower than hoped, so it is now clear that the work will not be complete in time for publication of
this new MI booklet this year.

mis@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell (MI Co-ordinator) No. 4085

Div Ye Min’?
Sheena Blackhall has written a whole series of verses on this subject, recalling lost
Aberdeen landmarks and characters. The crunch line is: if you do min’ (remember), then
Man, ye’re gettin’ aald!
I was on the bus, overhearing an old man talking about “mail bags” and how his mother
used to bleach them and use the cloth, when I translated – not “mail” but meal bags. After
the Second World War, Canadian flour (hard milling wheat) came in 56 lb or 112 lb bags
made of strong cotton fabric. It wasn’t returnable; it was unrationed cloth at a time when
everything was “on coupons”. A bag was 2½ to 3 yards of strong cotton, unbleached –
slightly off-white to cream. The British housewife washed it and bleached it and opened it
flat, and lo! – pillowcases, pants, vests, shirts, petticoats, aprons. My husband remembers
an indestructible shirt; my family had pillowcases made of it well into the 1960s.
Sometimes the irremovable “Produce of Canada” printing still showed; but everyone was
the same, so nobody sneered. The old man said his mother called them “harr’n” bags –
does anyone know what this means?
Bread and potatoes were rationed from 1947, though not during the war itself.  Gradually,
scurvy reappeared in the exhausted, malnourished population. Our Canadian cousins
came to the rescue with a gift of apples – enough to give every schoolchild one – and full
of vitamin C. I remember the magic box appearing in my classroom – late 1949? One by
one, we went up for our gift; I was a lanky back-row 10-year-old. Mine was small and a
bit wizened, with a rather tough skin.  Just be grateful; there are people worse off!

Man, I’m gettin’ aald!
gay.murton@talktalk.net Gay Murton No. 2127
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QUERIES
153/1 PETRIE / NOBLE:  Seeking info. on William Petrie (shoemaker?; b./d. unknown),

who had two chn to Jane Noble: James Petrie (b. 1839) and Elisabeth Petrie (b. 1843)
in Strichen, ABD.  James was a schoolteacher and in 1860 m. Frances BIRNIE at
Catterline, then studied theology at London University and became rector at Alford
(d. 1920).  Elisabeth (my gt-gm) emig. 1864 to Australia, where she m. James Griffin
ANDERSON, who had emig. in 1860, also from Strichen.  On their m. cert., her
parents were William Petrie and Jane Noble. Jane (1820–95, d/o John Noble and
Elspet GLASS) m. William DAVIDSON, a ship’s captain, in 1849 in Strichen, and
was widowed in 1862 when the Columbus of Leith was shipwrecked.
In the 1841 census, James was with his grandparents the Ross family and a cousin
Sophia Noble, and Jane Noble was with her widowed mother, Elspet Glass, and (her
brothers?) James (19) and John Noble (16).  In 1851, William Davidson and Jane
were in Strichen with Elisabeth (8) and their son William (8 months). In 1861, Jane
was in Peterhead with Elisabeth and another son, Alexander Davidson (5). I presume
William jnr had died or was living elsewhere.  Jane d. 14 Jan 1895 in Peterhead
poorhouse; her d. cert. stated she was the widow of William Davidson, merchant
seaman. No descendants of James Petrie’s sons know anything about William Petrie.
An ancestor, Robert Anderson, married an Agnes Petrie in Strichen in the 1700s.  I
have visited the grave in Strichen where four generations of my Anderson line are
interred.  William Petrie is a brick wall that I would dearly love to break down.
linda.glassick@bigpond.com Linda Glassick (née Anderson) No. 22368

153/2 FARQUHARSON: In the Aberdeenshire Poll Book for 1696 at Achanaran, Tullich
area, in the Presbytery of “Kingcarden” (Kincardine O’Neil), 12/- tax was paid by
David Farquharson and his unnamed wife, and 6/- by their son James, who was aged
over 16.  (Two servants and two married cottars and their wives were also taxed.)
Are there any Society members who might be descended from this family?
[c/o queries@anesfhs.org.uk] J D Farquharson No. 265

Queries

Instructions for Queries
Queries are accepted from paid-up Society members free of charge.  Non-members should
donate £1.00 per query (or postage stamps).  Up to four queries per person will be accepted per
calendar year.  The parts of a multi-part query count as separate queries. Each query will show
the submitter’s name, e-mail address and membership number.  The query service is intended
for ancestor research and not as a finding service for recent or living relatives.  We will omit
parts of a query which we consider too recent, or which have no North-East Scottish content.
If you have asked the Society for research, you’ll receive an answer eventually.  Please don’t
duplicate requests by asking for research on the same question as a Journal query.
In each Journal, we include all the queries that are ready.  Queries received close to our
publication date will appear in the following Journal.
If you resubmit or update an old query, please annotate it accordingly. Journal queries should
be sent separately from other correspondence, with your name and membership number on
each request, to: queries@anesfhs.org.uk
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153/3 Seeking any info/sources on the artists/builders from Aberdeen who worked in South
Africa after the Boer War.  I believe my gt-gf did so to save up to move to the USA.
My gt-gf, Henry Wynd YOUNG, s/o a 74th Highlander, was b. 1874 in Bannockburn
to a family of weavers. In 1876 they moved to Aberdeen; and the city remained his
Scotland home base. Around 1894, Henry won a Smith Bursary Scholarship to
attend Gray’s School of Art, where Douglas Strachan and he were classmates.  In
1902, Henry m. Bessie Trail ANDERSON (b. 1877) of Aberdeen. They emig. to the
USA in 1907. He opened a studio in New York and became a well-known stained-
glass artist.  His windows hang in the Cathedral of St John the Divine, Columbia
University and the National Cathedral in Washington DC, to name a few.  He was
also a member of the Lodge Neptune Free and Accepted Masons of Scotland #375 in
Aberdeen as late as 1912.  He d. 1923, and his wife took over the business.
I have found several postcards to/from Johannesburg.  It seems Henry worked with
other artists from Aberdeen after the Boer War on restoration and/or construction/
decoration of mansions for the Randlords.  I have not been able to find much info on
these efforts or whether they was organised by perhaps the Freemasons.  I know he
worked with T. H. Sutcliffe in Johannesburg, and that William W. Smith, another
local decorator, asked Henry to pass his regards to everyone, implying there were
others from Aberdeen there.  South African ship passenger records are vague but
may place my gt-gf there as early as 1902.  He was given or sent a portrait of P. R.
Ermer of Johannesburg dated 5 Sep 1905.  Postcards to my gt-gm have him returning
via Mozambique and Aden in summer 1906.
henrywyndyoung@gmail.com Tracy Strayer No. 22612

153/4 HAMILTON / LEGG:  Seeking info on my father’s family.  Graham Hamilton was b.
18 Nov 1880 at 16 Guestrow, Aberdeen, and he m. Barbara Legg on 2 Sep 1904, St
Nicholas parish. Barbara was d/o Alexander (b. 1842), who was s/o Walter Legg (b.
1808). They were labourers who worked as ship-painters, linen-weavers and tailors.
The Hamiltons were ship-painters and basket-makers.  Barbara’s mother’s surname
was ANDERSON, and her gt-gf (b. 1788) was a shoemaker at St John.
We would be excited to receive any info to piece more of their story together.
TBoury@franciscan.edu Tiffany Boury No. 22580
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Diary
16th November 2019

ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Topic TBA – see website
Lord Provost Barney Crockett
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

16th November 2019
ANESFHS Glasgow Group meeting
WW1 soldiers and the Fromelles DNA project
Michelle Leonard, genetic genealogist
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

16th November 2019
ANESFHS Brisbane Group meeting
Research problem-solving workshop
2pm–5pm, Brisbane City Council Library,
Indooroopilly Shoppingtown, level 4

23rd November 2019
ANESFHS Melbourne Group meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm–4:30pm, Baillieu Library, Melbourne
University

7th December 2019
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Christmas Social
Bring the family, and meet other members
2:00pm, 136 King Street

7th December 2019
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Christmas Social
2pm–4pm, Lhanbryde (contact Mary Evans)

Holiday closure, 158–164 King Street:
Closing at 1pm, Sat. 21st December 2019;
reopening at 10am, Monday 6th January 2020

4th January 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Bring along another brick wall
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

18th January 2020
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Beginners’ Meeting – all welcome
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

18th January 2020
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
Down and out in ancestral Scotland
Chris Paton
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

1st February 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Finding family in old newspapers
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

15th February 2020
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Adventures in the archives
Prof. Marjory Harper
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

15th February 2020
ANESFHS Glasgow Group meeting
Tackling your brick wall
Mary Evans
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

15th February 2020
ANESFHS Melbourne Group meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm–4:30pm, Baillieu Library, Melbourne
University

7th March 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

21st March 2020
ANESFHS Annual General Meeting
Followed by a talk – see website
2:00pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

4th April 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

25th April 2020
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group Meeting
Members’ Day – topic TBA
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

2nd May 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

16th May 2020
ANESFHS Glasgow Group meeting
Members’ Day: breaking down brick walls
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow
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Articles

George Begg and his Family of Photographers
I was interested to notice that one of the images on the Society’s website is a carte de
visite photograph taken by George Begg of Aberdeen. Although he is only a distant
relative of mine, I have been fascinated by George’s story and that of his wife’s family.
My investigations started with Jane Harper, sister of my 3g-grandmother Mary, who was
born in 1807 in Birse, Aberdeenshire.  Jane was married twice: first to James Thomson,
who died; then to James Strachan. Both were small farmers. She had six children with the
first James and five with the second – and, for at least one of them, the future lay away
from the 26 acres his stepfather farmed at Kincardine O’Neil.  By 1870, William
Thomson, her second son, had established himself as a photographer in Aberdeen, with a
photographic studio in George Street, St Nicholas, and with his younger half-sister
Elizabeth Strachan working alongside him. They advertised both carte and cabinet
portraits – and children “taken instantaneously”! Ten years later, William was employing
his elder brother Alexander’s daughter, Mary Thomson, as well as two men and two other
girls, with a second studio in Union Street.
Meanwhile, his early assistant Elizabeth had married a blacksmith called George Begg,
originally from Drumoak. Elizabeth may have maintained her interest in photography and
influenced her husband so that, when her brother retired in 1887, the Beggs moved from
Durris into Aberdeen with their five small children and took over the George Street studio,
running it successfully for a number of years. They also established the Kittybrewster
Studio where, advertisements promised, customers could have their children photographed
naturally in the Children’s Playhouse, while they themselves could be photographed under
lights in the evening. George continued with the business throughout the Great War years,
and eventually his son James took over, although he died before his father, in 1930, and
the business was sold.
For William, Elizabeth and George, this must have been a long way from life in rural
Aberdeenshire, and it illustrates how employment opportunities diversified in the 19th

century for those with talent – and luck. A surprising number of photographers worked in
Aberdeen in the 1860s, but whether and how William Thomson’s parents managed to
provide financial support for his initial venture, or what drew him into it, I have no idea.
But William also had a nephew who migrated even further to explore the profession.
George Thomson, his brother Alexander’s son, was clearly also influenced by his uncle
and aunt. Despite being the son and grandson of small farmers, he attended art school in
London in the 1880s and then emigrated to the USA in 1887, aged 19, just as George Begg
was establishing himself in Aberdeen. He found immediate work in a studio in Butte,
Montana, a prosperous mining town, and became one of Montana’s most successful
photographers and a respected member of the community.  I also found online a carte de
visite he took of Wyatt Earp – certainly part of a very different community from those
photographed by William Thomson, Elizabeth Strachan and George Begg in Aberdeen.
lindasmith@metronet.co.uk Linda Smith No. 22285
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The Mill of Inver in 2010

Oats and Porridge, Part 2
Part 1 appeared in the previous Journal issue

My great-great-grandfather, Colin (a.k.a. Coll or Colquhoun) McKenzie, spent most of his
life as a miller at Mill of Inver in the parish of Crathie and Braemar.  The mill stands near
the mouth of the Feardar Burn where it enters the River Dee, 2½ miles west of Balmoral
Castle.  Family folklore tells that Colin supplied oatmeal to the castle when the Queen was
in residence.  Colin’s death record states that at his marriage in 1811 he was at the mill.  I
have never found a birth or baptism record, but in the 1851 census he was aged 76 and
born in Glenmuick, Aberdeenshire.  He died at Mill of Inver on 27th February 1866, aged
88 according to the informant.  The 1841 census rounds down to age “60”, but he seems to
have been born in 1775–8.
Colin’s death record gives his parents as Peter McKenzie (farmer) and Janet McGregor.  I
have found a marriage entry for Peter McKenzie (Glenfenzie) and Janet McAra (Little
Inverey) on 20th December 1774 in Crathie and Braemar parish.  I suspect that these were
Colin’s parents.  Since the McGregor name was banned from 1603 to 1784, it is possible
that Janet’s family were using the name McAra to avoid prosecution, but their real name
was used at the time Colin died (as they were by then long deceased).
Colin is buried in the Foot of Gairn cemetery at the western edge of Ballater.  Adjacent to
his monument is another, which reads: “Here Lays The Body of Petter McKenzie who
Day’d in The year 1786 Aged 42 years Also the body of John McKenzie who Day’d in the
year 1807 Aged 28 years”.  I believe that “Petter” is Colin’s father, and I suspect that John
is Colin’s brother, but to date I have found no relevant documentation.
To add to the puzzle, DNA-testing has revealed a very close match (65 of 67 markers)
between me and a James Ian McKenzie.  He has traced his ancestors back to Robert
McKenzie (1794–1875) of Blair Atholl, son of James (dates and locations unknown).  As
Blair Atholl and the area around Crathie are within a (long) day’s walk, it seems certain
that we have a common ancestor, though we have not yet been able to identify the link.
Colin seems unlikely to have learned the miller’s trade from his farmer father.  The Mill
of Inver is listed as part of the Monaltrie estate in 1755.  I had hoped that estate records
might show when Colin became the miller, and who immediately preceded him (to whom
he might have been apprenticed).  Unfortunately, the Monaltrie estate papers are held
privately, and my request to allow a professional genealogy researcher to access them for
information about tenants of the Mill of Inver was denied.  From horse-tax records, the
researcher did find that the miller in 1797 was named Alexander Davidson, but I have not
discovered anything that would support the idea that Colin learned the trade from him.
Colin married Janet Grant on 15th December 1811 in the
parish of Glenmuick, Tullich and Glengairn.  Janet
(1794–1875), eldest of five children of Alexander Grant
(Tomnivaran) and Isobel Brown (Tullich), also lived the
rest of her life at Mill of Inver.  It still stands, but it was
converted from a working gristmill to a vacation
residence many decades ago.
Colin and Janet had 10 children: Lizzie (birth year: ?),
Alexander (1815), John (1817), Jessie (1818), Margaret (1820), Peter (1824), Janet (1826),
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The mill at Tomintoul in 2010

Jane (1829), Anna (1831) and William (1835).  Alexander, Jessie and Peter are buried in
Ballater with their parents.  Alexander and William lived at Mill of Inver until at least
1871 working as millers, and neither ever married.  Otherwise, I have little or no
information about the rest of the children except for the third, my great-grandfather John.
Born in 1817 in Crathie, John learned the miller’s trade from his father.  Not only did he
mill oats, he sowed wild oats as well, fathering a natural daughter, Mary Ann McKenzie,
born on 21st September 1844 when he was 27.  Her mother, Margaret Mitchell, was 20,
and in 1841 she was a servant at an inn in Castletown, Braemar.  In 1851 and 1861, Mary
was at Mill of Inver with her grandparents and some of her father’s brothers and sisters.
She is gone by 1871.
On 9th October 1845, John married my great-grandmother
Anne MacQueen (b. 1823) of  Castletown, Braemar, and
moved to Tomintoul, about 23 miles north of Crathie, to
operate the gristmill there.  In a letter by a neighbour, the
wedding is described as follows:

perhaps owing to the wind blowing astern, you might
not have distinctly heard the thundering noise of
cannon and smaller calibre which rent the air at Castletown of last week – however in
case you should charge me with writing fiction – I shall only allude to the occasion viz
the marriage of Ann McQueen and John McKenzie miller Inver. They left here at 10am
in a chaise and pair for Tamintoul, he having taken a mill there.

Anne MacQueen’s heritage can be traced far back: her paternal 2g-grandparents were
Isabella Rose and John MacQueen; he was born in September 1681.  Their son Dougald
(b. 1712) married Jane Gollan, and they had at least two children – James (b. 1747) and
John, Anne’s grandfather (b. 1749).  John married Jane Alexander, and they had seven
children.  The second-youngest was William, Anne’s father, born on 30th January 1791 in
Ardclach, Nairnshire.
William MacQueen married Henrietta Leslie (b. 1798) on 1st September 1820.  Anne was
their second child, and the family now lived in Castletown, Braemar.  William was a
schoolmaster, and for at least some of his life boarded students.  The census of 1841 lists
six boarders, but later census records show none.  The Scottish Society for the Promotion
of Christian Knowledge conducted inspections of schools affiliated with the established
church.  In a report dated 28th April 1830, the SSPCK stated:

This is one of the most efficient and useful schools on the establishment of the Society.
William McQueen has been teacher here for eleven years.  He is a very judicious,
sensible man.  He is in the midst of a numerous body of Catholics … Every attempt was
made by threats, flattery and otherwise to induce the teacher to allow the Catholic
Catechism to be taught in the school to the Catholic children.  These however he has
persistently declined and notwithstanding his refusal, his school is well attended by
Catholic children … The number of children attending this school in winter is about
100.  There were upwards of 40 pupils to day although it was Fair day in the village,
and they had no idea of my being there till after I was in school.  With the general
appearance of the scholars and their progress and proficiency I had every reason to be
satisfied.  The accommodations here are in every respect excellent.  The school room is
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The mill at Burke, New York

large, well lighted and sufficiently furnished.  The glebe consists of an acre and a half
of excellent land all enclosed.

In 1843, a schism in the Church of Scotland resulted in the formation of the Free Church.
William MacQueen became one of the first elders in the Braemar Free Church.  In letters
to a friend, one of William’s neighbours wrote: “Mr Mcrae has left the Kirk.  On Sabbath
he preached in the Fyfe Arms [a Braemar hotel] to 170 hearers while Mr Anderson
preached in the Kirk to 100 sitters … Mr Mcqueen and family has also left … the Session
book is taken from Mr Mcqueen – his successor not appointed.”  At least two of William’s
sons became Free Church ministers: John MacQueen was minister in Kirkmichael, and
Richard MacQueen was minister in Archiestown, Knockando parish.
William died in 1861, and Henrietta in 1836 (aged 37) after eight children: Jane (b.c.
1822), Anne (1823), John (1824), Henrietta (c. 1828), Mary (c. 1831), Christian (c. 1831;
d. aged 11), Richard (1834) and Alexander (1836; d. aged 22 in Australia).  I have not yet
searched for more information about any of these except my great-grandmother Anne.
After marrying in 1845 and moving to Tomintoul, John McKenzie and Anne MacQueen
had four children there: William (1847), Janet/Jessie (1850), Henrietta (1852) and Jane
(1854).  In Part 1, I described the family’s move to Canada in 1856 and, after three days at
sea, the birth of their fifth child, James Forbes McKenzie.
The family settled in Athelstan, Quebec, where John milled oats for “Laird” Anderson,
and two more children were born: John (1858) and Anna (1860).  The family then moved
to Burke, New York, where their final three children were born: Elizabeth (1862), Alexander
Anderson (1865) and my grandfather Charles Richard (1868).  John applied for United States
citizenship on 31st December 1861 and was admitted as a citizen of the USA on 22nd August
1865.  He served as Supervisor of Burke in 1871, as Deacon of the Presbyterian Church
(1867–79), and as elder from 1875.  In 1877, the family moved to Constable, where John
bought the mill run by their son William, who in turn bought the mill at Burke.  Anne died
in 1883 and John in 1886, both in Constable.  They are buried in Burke.
John and Anne’s two youngest children are of
interest here.  Alexander Anderson McKenzie,
named after “Laird” Anderson who helped the
family emigrate from Scotland to Canada, and
later helped John to purchase the gristmill in
Burke, New York, was a prototypical “Scottish
engineer”.  He graduated from Franklin Academy
in 1887 as class valedictorian.  He entered
Dartmouth College, where he completed three
years, and then went to Nicaragua, where he was
employed in surveys for an Atlantic-to-Pacific
canal.  His engineering drawings for the canal are now in the Dartmouth library.  He then
returned to Dartmouth, where, according to his obituary in the Malone New York Palladium,

he was employed in the construction of the reservoir and waterworks for the supply of the
college and the precinct.  In 1895 he was appointed … Superintendent of Buildings … It
was largely due to his invention, as well as to his careful inspection, that the [centralised]
heating system, introduced in 1898, has proved so great a success.  He was so capable an
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engineer that the ordinary plans for the extension of heating, for electric lighting, and
sewers, were made in his office.

He received the Bachelor of Science degree in 1899.  He died in 1904 and is buried in Burke.
My grandfather, Charles Richard, following in his brother Alexander’s footsteps, was
Franklin Academy’s valedictorian in 1888.  He received his BS from Dartmouth in 1893 with
special honours in mathematics and Phi Beta Kappa standing.  In 1896, he was hired by
William J. Milne, President of New York State Normal College in Albany, as chief assistant
in preparing the Milne mathematical series of textbooks.  Charles strongly resented the fact
that, although he did most of the work for 19 years, his name never appeared as an author.  He
married Zora Hiscox on 30th December 1907, and they had one son, Alexander Anderson II,
born in Albany on 2nd October 1908.  On a summer vacation journey between visiting his
sister Elizabeth at Fraser Point and his sister Henrietta in Toronto, Charles died of apoplexy
on 13th August 1915 at the Daniels Hotel in Prescott, Ontario.  His son, my father, was not yet
7 years old.  Zora lived until the age of 78, although a severe fall when she was 57 left her an
invalid for the rest of her life.  Zora is buried with her parents in Troy, New York.
Sources
Virginia Wills (ed.), Reports on the Annexed Estates 1755–1769 (1973).
W. McLeod, P. F. Farr and R. M. Farr (eds), Letters From the Glen: Glen Clunie, Braemar,

Scotland, 1839–1871 (Aberdeen: ANESFHS).  [Note: p. 56 has the text “John McKenzie
miller Inverey”.  The authors have been kind enough to provide me with a copy of the original
letter, which I have confirmed reads “John McKenzie miller Inver”.]

Langford, Helen (1921–2006): unpublished collection of obituaries of all descendants (who died
prior to 2000) of our great-grandfather John McKenzie, gathered without use of the Internet!

Records of the Scottish Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge held by the National
Records of Scotland, researched for me by “Gene Genie Scotland”, Macduff.

Old Parish Records on microfilm, and other items, held by ANESFHS, accessed 2010.
Census and other records from Scotland’s People online at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
http://www.smithancestors.com/SmithGeneology/ [sic] has additional details on all my ancestors

mentioned in this two-part article.

amckenzie3@yahoo.com Alexander Anderson McKenzie III No. 11310
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Were Your Ancestors Suppressed?  Parish Reorganisation Problems
Given the importance of the parish for genealogical research, it is obvious that problems
can arise when parishes are rearranged.  This can happen in various ways.
Some parishes, as originally defined, proved too big to be convenient, or saw their
populations expand beyond what could reasonably be served by a single kirk and minister,
and were then subdivided.  Boyndie (or Inverboyndie) was carved out of the parish of
Banff in 1635, for example, and Newhills was hived off from Old Machar in 1666.  Or,
when parishes proved too small to be viable in terms of generating the stipend of a
minister, they could be combined, which accounts for the existence of “double-barrelled”
parishes like Logie-Coldstone (amalgamated in 1618) or Leochel-Cushnie (1796).
Sometimes, the original parish names disappeared, as in the case of  Dumbennan and
Kinnoir, which in 1725 were merged to form the new parish of Huntly.
But on occasion, parishes underwent the painfully named process of “suppression”, which
saw them disappear completely, their territory being reassigned to one or more “inheritor”
parishes.  This happened to the one-time parish of Dundurcas, which formerly straddled
the River Spey just north of Rothes.  In a submission to the Kirk’s Court of Teinds, the
“suppression” was requested on the grounds that “the River Spey, from its breadth and
rapidity, rendered it inconvenient for the inhabitants on the one side to attend the church
on the other side”, which sounds like masterly understatement.  The application was
granted, and in 1782 the parish was dismembered, the part on the west bank going to the
parish of Rothes, and the part on the east bank to Boharm.
The recent publication of the memorial inscriptions of The Kirkyards of Forbes, Kearn &
Tullynessle (ISBN 978-1-905004-57-7; code AA078; £3·60) reminds us how, in one
particular group of parishes, separations and amalgamations happened not once, not twice,
but on three separate occasions.  This occurred in the hilly country to the north-west of
Alford, where there were originally four separate parishes: Auchindoir, Forbes, Kearn and
Tullynessle.  The original boundaries separating these parishes are not recorded, but such
evidence as we have puts Auchindoir to the west and Tullynessle to the east, separated by
Forbes, running westward from Bridge of Alford close to the north bank of the River Don,
and Kearn, running northwards from Lumsden, and passing to the east of Rhynie.
With populations insufficient to fund four ministers, a first attempt at rationalisation was
made in 1618, when Forbes and Kearn were briefly amalgamated – but by 1639 they had
been separated again, only to undergo a second union in 1722, with one minister serving
both parishes.  However, the underlying problem of lack of resources persisted (or perhaps
the minister was tired of the constant commuting?), and in 1792 we are told that “the
united parishes of Forbes and Kearn were appointed, after the death of the incumbent, to
be suppressed” – and this more radical solution came into effect in 1808, when the original
four parishes were consolidated into just two: to the north-west, Auchindoir and Kearn,
and to the south-east, Tullynessle and Forbes.
As often seems to be the case with such amalgamations, while the churches of Forbes and
Kearn ceased to operate, the kirkyards continued in use into the 20th century.  Analysis of
the placenames in the MIs suggests that folk in the former “catchment areas” of Forbes
and Kearn remained faithful to the burial grounds of their ancestors.
The MIs of Auchindoir (the Old and New Kirkyards, but not the modern cemetery) were
issued by ANESFHS some years ago (code AA110).  The present publication now adds
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the inscriptions from Forbes, Kearn and Tullynessle Kirkyards (but not the adjacent
Tullynessle Cemetery, which is still in use).
This kind of redistribution of lands can also cause problems with the Old Parish Registers.
When a parish is suppressed, its existing records are typically passed on to one or other of
the “inheritor” parishes, but as the OPRs are catalogued according to the parishes as they
existed after the major shake-up of boundaries which took effect in 1891, this can lead to
ancestors being filed in the wrong parish.  In the case of the erstwhile parish of Forbes and
Kearn, the single Register of Baptism and Marriage for the period 1722 to 1808 ended up
among the registers of the newer parish of Tullynessle and Forbes.  This register is not the
most easily readable, but does include baptisms and marriages of families living in what is
now the territory of Auchindoir and Kearn.
On occasion, other boundary changes can result in records finishing up not just in the
wrong parish, but in the wrong county.  This is what happened to Dundurcas, whose
registers were lodged with the parish of Rothes, Moray.  But in 1891, an ancient anomaly
which had formerly split the parish of Boharm between two counties was resolved by
assigning the entire parish to Banffshire.  In consequence, the earliest records of families
living in the more northerly part of the parish of Boharm, Banffshire, will actually be
found among the records of the parish of Rothes, Moray.
So, if your ancestral parish was ever “suppressed”, it may be worth checking which parish
fell heir to its registers.
misupport@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell No. 4085

—oOo—

Grange, Banffshire: A Typical Rural Parish
Many ANESFHS members will be aware of FreeCen, a free online resource with a search
facility and transcriptions of census entries. At present, it’s possible to search records for
1841–61 for counties in North-East Scotland, with the addition of 1871 for Aberdeenshire.
If this is news to you, then a visit to the website https://www.freecen.org.uk/ is highly
recommended.  This is the result of many hours of volunteer work, carried out in the main
by experienced researchers with a personal interest in the parishes they dealt with.  Their
familiarity with personal and place names means that the transcription quality is often
superior to that of material available from some commercial services.
As a FreeCen volunteer who worked on 1861 census records for Grange in Banffshire, I
thought it would be a worthwhile exercise to compile an account of the parish based on
those statistics.  Since Grange might be considered typical of rural communities
throughout North-East Scotland, taking a detailed look at it helps to provide us with an
insight into the conditions in which the majority of our ancestors lived their lives.
When the census was taken on the night of 7th April 1861, the population of Grange was
1,905 in a total of 369 households.  This figure includes 18 people listed as visitors.  The
oldest inhabitant was 93-year-old William King, who farmed 40 acres at Deerhill and was
one of six nonagenarians.  Four families had children aged one month or less.
Common occupations
In 1861, almost 500 adults were employed in some aspect of agriculture, the majority
(195) of these being described as farmers working land from two to 434 acres. Those with
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over about 40 acres generally employed extra manpower: the population included 97
ploughmen, 34 cattlemen, 54 farm servants and 115 agricultural labourers.
Farmers relied heavily on the services of blacksmiths, of whom the parish had six:
Alexander Watson at Nethermills, Alexander Watson at Thornton, William Forsyth at
Stripeside, William Wait at the Crannoch, James Ross at Reediston and William Currie at
Myrieton.  Seven other individuals are listed as apprentice or journeyman blacksmiths.
Craftsmen included eight carpenters, one of whom was also a farmer of eight acres.  The
parish was also served by eight shoemakers, some of these being farmers with small
holdings.  A total of seven men were listed as masons, either masters or journeymen, while
two of them also farmed on a small scale.  Of the seven tailors in the parish, three had
additional occupations as farmers of small acreages.
Meal millers performed an essential rôle in the rural economy – and this was no exception
in Grange, where six millers are listed.  Two of these (Charles Meldrum at Paithnick and
Robert Ritchie at Nethermills) were also farmers with holdings of 35 acres or more.
In an era when most rural households were largely self-sufficient, it is perhaps surprising
to find as many as nine grocers, even if this was a subsidiary occupation in some cases.
Margaret Russell at Crossroads is a prime example of a female multi-tasker, described as a
grocer, spirit-dealer and farmer of 14 acres.  As a widow, she headed a household of six,
including twins aged 6 years.
Home-based occupations other than domestic service included dressmakers (11) and
stocking-knitters (12). Larger households required the assistance of one or more domestic
servants, who numbered 122, with a further 15 employed in a more specific capacity such
as kitchenmaid, housemaid, cook or nurse.
Following the arrival of the Great North of Scotland railway in 1856, two stations were
established in the parish (Grange and Knock), and by 1861 there were 11 parishioners
employed on the railway.
Common surnames and first names
The surnames occurring most frequently in Grange at this time were:

Mor(r)ison 76 individuals Gordon 38 Donald 25
Taylor 67 Bremner 32 Russell 25
Allan 56 Duncan 31 Ross 22
Smith 56 Geddes 30 Thomson 22
Wilson 46 Murdoch 29 Leslie 21
Innes 45 Riddoch 29 Harper 20
Pir(r)ie 39 Reid 27

Only about 25 forenames were in regular use for males, the most common being James
(186), John (162), William (149), Alexander (134) and George (113).  Robert and Charles
occur 29 times each, Joseph 12 times, while David and Andrew occur only 10 times each.
The range of female forenames was wider, as common names often had variations applied.
The single most popular name, Margaret, crops up 150 times.  While Jane occurs 144
times, there are also significant occurrences of variants: Janet (30), Jannet (14), Jean (14)
and Jessie (33).  Ann, with variants Anne and Annie, appears 140 times, while Isobel(la)
and Isabel(la) together occur 136 times. Other names in regular use were Helen/Hellen
(84), Mary (79), Elizabeth (65), Elspet (31), Catherine (24) and Christina/Christian (17).
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As it was customary to name children after parents or grandparents, it was not uncommon
to find multiple individuals in the same home sharing both first name and surname.  In the
household of George Morison, for instance, a slate-quarrier at Drumnagorrach, three of the
eight occupants were named Anne Morison.  In the case of the Brown household at
Woodside in Edingight, only two forenames were used for the whole family of five: both
father and son were John, while mother, daughter and granddaughter were all named Jane.
Place of origin
Of the population of 1,905 inhabitants, 1,030 were natives of Grange and a further 521 had
been born in other Banffshire parishes.  Aberdeenshire natives numbered 263, and 48 were
born in Moray, while 10 had origins in Ross & Cromarty and eight in Inverness.  England
was the birthplace of six parishioners, and Ireland of one.  Two young boys, still scholars,
were born in Grenada, a fact which hints at parental involvement with sugar plantations.
Enumerators
Those who acted as enumerators were generally prominent in the local community.
Arthur Gerrard and James Mitchell were schoolmasters, while David MacKenzie was
Inspector of the Poor.  James Hay at Mains of Paithnick and Joseph Donald at Farmton
were both established farmers. An exception was Robert McDonald, not being resident in
Grange.  The most likely local candidate was a young teacher living in Keith.
Prominent places
Grange was (and is) unusual in having no main centre of population, although a few small
clusters of dwellings were centred on key establishments.  At Garrowood, a hamlet was
beginning to develop around Grange railway station, where the Fife Arms hotel operated.
The population was served by three churches, each with its own manse.  Schools were also
attached to the parochial church and the Whitehill church, on the slopes of the Knock hill.
Many of my direct ancestral lines have links to Grange, and in over 20 years of research I
have used a wide range of sources to learn about my family history there.  If any other
members have ancestors in Grange, I would be happy to exchange information with them.
brian.alison.smith@gmail.com Alison Smith No. 7779

—oOo—

Found in Watford – a fair wye fae hame!
Sitting in a pub with work colleagues in 1978, I didn’t think a conversation with one of
them would lead to discovering a relative who gained fame on the other side of the world!
I was working then at Watford Careers Office in Hertfordshire, and my workmates were a
friendly lot with whom I often socialised. One of them, Anne Marie, came from Glasgow.
My father, John Cowe, came from Aberdeenshire, but we’d moved all over with the RAF.
Through Anne Marie, I got to know a photographer, Veronica, whom I asked to make a
copy of a childhood photograph of my dad and his family – it was the only one he had.
On this particular evening, Veronica joined us and handed me the photo and the copy.
Anne Marie was the only one in our group who had grown up in Scotland, and she was
very keen to know where the photo had been taken. I said it was a small village called
Lumsden in Aberdeenshire, where my grandmother Jessie Cook grew up. Anne Marie
said her grandmother too had grown up in Lumsden, and her name was Mary Petrie Cook.
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She had worked in a shop in the village for a William Cook – and, as my great-uncle Bill
had the only village shop, it was looking very likely that they were connected!
Anne Marie’s grandmother was able to confirm the link. My grandmother, Jessie Cook,
had married John Cowe, a sawmiller, and they moved around Scotland following the
demands of forestry work. Mary Petrie Cook married Charles McHardy, a gamekeeper
from Corriehoul, Corgarff. Jessie’s father was William Cook – and his brother Alexander
was Mary’s father, making our grandmothers first cousins.
Mary produced a tree for us both, showing the names of all the siblings of Alexander and
William Cook and their parents at Chapel House, Lumsden.  She also put together the
descendants of Alexander and of William as far as she could remember.
She had some background information about Alexander and William and their siblings
too. One sister, Anne, had married the village publican, and together they ran the
Lumsden Hotel. Another, Jessie, had moved to Perth – and it turned out my father and his
family had lodged with them for a while.
Isabella Cook had married a shepherd, John Stewart, from Kildrummy. Straightforward
enough? Or maybe not? Here, things began to get very interesting. Apparently, a son
called John Cow had been born in 1892 before this marriage. And he had apparently made
a record-breaking journey by plane in 1920 – although Mary wasn’t sure where.
Anne-Marie’s uncle was able to shed more light on this. John Cow had been adopted out
of the family by James McIntosh and his wife, and renamed John Cowe McIntosh. His
father, William Cow, an apprentice mason from Kildrummy, had put his name on the birth
certificate. Illegitimacy did not seem to be unusual at that time in my family; nor was it
unusual for the father to be formally named on the birth certificate – perhaps because some
young men were in apprenticeship bondages and could not marry until they qualified.
Other family members in the same situation at that time had either married the father later
or were helped to bring up their child by their parents. However, John Cowe McIntosh
went to live with the mysterious McIntosh family, who lived fairly nearby and produced
two daughters and a son before moving away to Perth. And, after leaving Perth at age 17,
the story about John Cowe McIntosh really begins. Anne Marie’s uncle Kenneth had a
copy of a book which tells it.
So, John Cowe McIntosh was a first cousin of my maternal grandmother Jessie and of
Anne Marie’s grandmother Mary.  Later, when I looked into our Cow(e) side, he turned
out also to be a cousin of my paternal great-grandfather Alexander Cow. I had never been
told of his existence by my grandmother, who had died in 1972. Perhaps she never knew?
And my father took some convincing about the connection – until he read the book.
A Need for Glory, by John Harper-Nelson (Perth, WA: Reeve Books, 1989; available from
various online booksellers) tells the story of the young John Cowe McIntosh’s journey,
from his emigration to Australia at age 17 to being the first Australian to fly from
Hounslow to Darwin in 1921.
I do not aim to tell his story in detail here. You have to read the book for that. But I
wanted to show how family history can be detected in the most unexpected ways. And I
haven’t stopped researching since!
sphipps483@gmail.com Sue Phipps No. 20802
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From Dr William Alexander, Notes and Sketches Illustrative of Northern Rural Life in the
Eighteenth Century (1877), originally published in issues of the Aberdeen Free Press.

Improved Locomotion – The Early Mails and Postboys – The
Edinburgh Fly – Scorgie’s Caravan – The Aberdeenshire Canal
On the 8th day of May 1765, when the Magistrates of Aberdeen went forth in state to meet
the Justiciary Lords coming to the town on circuit, they, for the first time, rode in chaises
in place of riding on horseback, as they had always been wont to do before. In the
previous year a lady had managed to ride in a chaise from Aberdeen to Finzean, over a
very indifferent road; and the fact was reckoned sufficiently notable to be recorded in her
diary. In going over the Cairn o’ Mount she took to horseback, and passed along what she
describes as a well-made road. Up to the close of the eighteenth century, riding on
horseback was the ordinary mode of performing a journey, a lady, when she travelled,
frequently sitting behind a gentleman on the same horse. And the Aberdeen shopkeepers
would talk of being treated by the “English riders”, which simply meant the equestrian
bagmen, who visited them periodically in the way of business.
Up to about the middle of the eighteenth century, the mail occupied three days in its
journey from Edinburgh to Aberdeen. It came through Fife, crossing the ferries on the
Forth and Tay; the messenger passing his first night out at Dundee, and his second at
Montrose. About 1750 an improved system was adopted, post-boys being provided to
carry the mails stage by stage on fresh horses, to all the principal towns of Scotland, while
foot-runners went on the less important routes. In October 1755, a regular post was
established thrice a week between Aberdeen and Inverness, the time consumed in the
journey by the post-boys being twenty-four hours. Eight or ten years later, the London
mail reached Aberdeen on the sixth day after leaving the metropolis. The establishment of
public conveyances for passengers was a separate matter from the carriage of the mails. It
was not till 1758, when the population of Glasgow had risen to about thirty-five thousand,
that a conveyance drawn by four horses, and accomplishing the journey in twelve hours,
including stoppage for dinner, was established between that city and Edinburgh.  […]
At their April meeting of 1789, the Aberdeen county gentlemen had before them a letter
from the Post Office, relative to “putting the public roads and bridges thereon, by which
the mail coach is to pass, in a proper state of repair”. With a view to forward the matter as
much as lay in their power, they appointed their Clerk to transmit a copy of the letter to the
districts of Aberdeen, Garioch and Turriff, with an earnest recommendation to attend to
the contents of it, and “apply the whole statute labour within their bounds, for this year,
towards repairing the public roads through which the mail coach is to pass; and also to
cause erect mile stones on the public road betwixt Aberdeen and Banff”. The equestrian
posts went along by Oldmeldrum to Banff. Foot-runners carried the bags from
Oldmeldrum to Old Rain, and Huntly, and from Fochabers to Keith. At this time it was
calculated that there would be 17,912 men in the county liable for statute labour, and 1,000
horses and carts that might be called out.
The business of facilitating mail arrangements was not quickly disposed of, for in 1794 the
county had represented to it the great inconvenience suffered over all the north of Scotland
by detention of the north mail at Edinburgh “for near ten hours”, with the result of its
arriving at Aberdeen at night. The demand made on behalf of town and county was that
the mails be sent on from Edinburgh “within three hours of arrival there”. Two years
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after, the complaint still was that all the north mails lay at Edinburgh from five or six in
the morning till one or two in the afternoon – a delay equal to two-and-a-half days in the
week, or “a space of time equal to four months and ten days in the year” during which the
mails “lay dormant” at Edinburgh. In October 1796, it was intimated that the Postmaster-
General had agreed to run a mail coach from Edinburgh to Montrose “on and from 5th

April next”, and that the coach “would be forwarded to Aberdeen how soon the turnpike
road was completed from Montrose”. It does not appear that this promise was carried out
so fully as had been expected, for in May 1797, there was a proposal for the ill-used
northern counties to unite in an application to Parliament on the subject. But at last, in
July 1798, a mail coach, drawn by four horses, commenced to run through between
Edinburgh and Aberdeen, performing the journey in about twenty-one hours. The time
required previously by the post-boys was thirty-five or thirty-six hours.
The “Aberdeen and Edinburgh Fly” and the “Strathmore Diligence” were two of the
earliest stage conveyances southward from Aberdeen, and which supplied the wants of the
travelling public in the latter years of the last and first years of the present century – the
smartly equipped “Defiance” came later. The very full particulars printed on the ticket of
each passenger by the Fly may be given … from a ticket endorsed on the reverse side, “A
gentleman, to Edinburgh. Monday, 12th Nov. 1781. Paid, £2 0s 0d. A. G., Clerk”:–

THE ABERDEEN & EDINBURGH FLY, BY STONEHAVEN, LAURENCEKIRK, BRECHIN, &c.
Sets out from Mr SMITH’s NEW INN, Aberdeen, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 4
o’clock in the morning: arrives at Edinburgh next day to dinner; and from Mr ROBERTSON’s
BLACK BULL INN, Edinburgh, every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 9 o’clock in the morning;
arrives at Aberdeen next evening.  The passengers both ways ly at Mr JOHN CAMPBELL’s,
Innkeeper, Perth, the first night, from whence the above Fly sets out every Tuesday, Thursday, and
Saturday, at 5 o’clock in the morning, and arrives at Edinburgh same day to dinner; and for Aberdeen
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, same hour, and arrives at night.
Tickets between Edinburgh and Perth 11s; ditto between Perth and Aberdeen, 29s; – uptakes on the
road to pay 4d per mile, each allowed 14lb of luggage; all above to pay 2d halfpenny per lb for the
whole distance, or in proportion to the miles they go.
Passengers at Edinburgh for Aberdeen must apply before 12 o’clock the preceding days of the Fly’s
setting out, as, after that hour, seats will be given out to Perth, &c. if applied for.
Tickets for Edinburgh must be taken out at Aberdeen, before 3 in the Afternoon, of the day before the
setting out of the Fly, as after that time, tickets will be given out for any intermediate distance.
Good convenience for boxes, parcels, &c. which will be regularly entered, and delivered on arrival.
Carriage of goods the whole distance, 2d halfpenny per lb; small parcels [7lb or under], to pay 1s 6d
each.  The proprietors will not be accountable for valuable papers, cash, jewels, or plate, and those that
send goods must observe to pack them sufficient to undergo the friction of the carriage, otherwise they
cannot answer for damages.
N.B. The Flies for Newcastle and London set out from the Black Bull every day, as usual, and from
the George and Blue Boar, Holburn, London, for Edinburgh; likewise a Diligence for Glasgow, &c.
and from Mr Dunbar’s, innkeeper, Glasgow, every day, for Edinburgh.
§§§ It is intreated of the passengers not to allow the Drivers to take up foot-travellers between stages.

The Strathmore Diligence ran ’twixt Aberdeen and Perth every week day. One prominent
advantage of travelling by it, too, was that passengers for Edinburgh and Glasgow had “the
benefit of a night’s rest at Perth” and were “forwarded next morning by coaches” which
left that place daily for the two cities named.
The first serious effort to establish a public conveyance to northward of Aberdeen seems
to have been made soon after the construction of the Inverurie turnpike, by an enterprising



November 2019 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 35

citizen named Alexander Scorgie. Post horses and post chaises had hitherto been the
recognised means of locomotion on long journeys. The plodding craftsman of the hamlet,
smith, or tailor – or the pack merchant – did not boggle at a tramp of twenty to thirty miles
on foot to “the toon” when necessary; and for “gentlemen” who could afford to travel in a
different style, country innkeepers had begun to let it be known that they could
“accommodate”, in more or less, those of them who might be disposed to make their
hostelries a stage, and who happened to need horses or “a steady driver”.  Mr Scorgie’s
idea was a bolder one. He started a passenger “Caravan” to travel on stated days ’twixt
George Street, Aberdeen, and the house of John Norris, tailor, West Wynd, Huntly. The
Caravan was a covered conveyance. In its original form it stood on two wheels, and was
drawn by one horse. The covering was of painted canvas; and four passengers might find
accommodation inside, their faces looking forward. Outside, the driver sat on a flat board
at one side in front, with accommodation for a passenger on the opposite end of the board.
In September 1807, after he had run to and from Huntly for a while, successfully it would
seem, Mr Scorgie announced that “for the more general convenience of the public”, he
found it necessary to extend his journey as far as Keith; and he would go thither
accordingly from Aberdeen every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, returning on the
intervening days. At Keith, saddle horses and gigs were provided for the conveyance of
passengers going to Fochabers, Elgin and Forres, “where places may be taken for
Scorgie’s Caravan going to Aberdeen”. The public are further informed that, in his
anxiety to give every satisfaction, Mr Scorgie had “an entire new and commodious
Caravan in preparation”, which, adopting his own description, was “upon an improved
principle calculated for greater ease to the passengers than is to be found in any other such
vehicle”. And he flatters himself that the new Caravan would “prove little inferior to a
post chaise for convenience and pleasant riding – being adorned in the front and sides with
full glass windows, and elegantly padded in the inside; and full room for six inside
passengers and two outside”. In short, “no expense” had been spared to render the
improved Caravan such as to merit the approbation of those who might honour its
proprietor with their favours. In closing his announcement, Mr Scorgie assures “ladies
and gentlemen wishing to send youth of either sex” to any of the places visited by the
Caravan, that they might “depend upon his most tender care and attention in conveying
them in safety to the places directed”.
This improved Caravan had four wheels and was drawn by two horses driven tandem. It
was specified to give full room inside for six passengers, but would accommodate eight at
a pinch. In addition to being padded inside, the Caravan was done up outside in bold
black and yellow colours, with regular “dicky” and space for a passenger on the box seat.
The “insides” gained admittance to their seats by a door behind; and when, as would
occasionally happen, the proprietor-driver – a rather fussy little man, as the rustics deemed
him, with a cap and big “peak” to protect him in all weathers – had no passengers, or but
few, he too would take his seat inside, and contrive to steer his team through an opening in
front. The pace of the vehicle was a slow trot, hardly exceeding five miles an hour on an
average. But the roads were none of the best; and in the earlier days of the Caravan, at any
rate, the hours of arrival and departure were by no means rigidly adhered to. For in
addition to waiting any reasonable space of time at starting for an expected “fare”, Mr
Scorgie, on being apprised that a possible passenger, willing to pay the hire, might be got
by diverging a few miles from his wonted route, did not scruple to make the necessary
detour, correspondingly lengthening both the journey and the time occupied by it.
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Whether, and how far, the increased exertions of the proprietor of the only original
Caravan in providing an improved service, may have been stimulated by threatened
opposition would be a curious inquiry. Only a week after the announcement of Scorgie’s
extended operations, Alexander George, a “chaise letter” in Huntly, and lessee it is
believed of the Gordon Arms Inn there, announced that he, too, had commenced running a
caravan between Aberdeen and Huntly. He also ran on alternate days, but so as the
caravans must have crossed, in place of maintaining a side-by-side competition. The
Huntly chaise letter stated that his conveyance was “fitted up in such a manner as to afford
every comfort and convenience to passengers, and inferior to no vehicle of the kind
travelling in this part of the country”; and he charged the moderate fare of “seven shillings
the whole way, and any intermediate distance in proportion”.
The rival Caravan men had been justly regarded as postal celebrities; and the name of each
lived up to probably quite the average “immortality” secured to men whose deeds have
made them locally famous. The tradition even yet remains of how the Marquis of Huntly,
afterwards “Duke George” (of Gordon), wanting to reach Pitmachie on a day of smart
snowstorm, would trust to nobody but Alexander George to post him through the wild and
dreary Glens of Foudland. George acted post-boy to his Grace accordingly; and on the
return journey, having stopped at Bainshole, a small hostelry in the Glens, for refreshment,
the Duke was surprised to find a pair of fresh horses turned out, wherewith to resume his
journey without loss of time.  “Please your lordship, this is my stick o’ help,” said the
enterprising chaise letter in response to the Duke’s admiring exclamation at witnessing
arrangements so much in advance of the period. The story comes to us also from living
lips, of how on a very stormy day, when Scorgie had reached Pitmachie, long a well-
known coaching stage, someone put to him the question, “Foo’ll ye win through the Glens
in sic a nicht?”  The proprietor of the Caravan showed his mettle in the reply, “I’ll gae
throu in coorse”. And the saying became crystallised into a local “byeword” – “I’ll dee’t
in coorse; as Carrie gaed throu the Glens”.
It was not till 1811 that regular mail coaches [ran] between Aberdeen and Inverness.
In the month of June 1805, when the Inverurie turnpike had been in use five years, an
alternative medium of communication between Aberdeen and that royal burgh was
established by the opening of the Aberdeenshire Canal, which, at the time of its
construction, was reckoned rather a stupendous work. On the opening day, the committee
of management “embarked” at the Inverurie bason [sic] (named Port-Elphinstone in
honour of a leading promoter) in a barge “handsomely decorated”. They carried a gun at
the prow of the barge to signal their approach to the delighted crowds who had assembled
at different points to witness the accomplished triumph of inland navigation. And their
gaily decked vessel, The Countess of Kintore, with its living freight, having completed the
voyage of 15 miles in seven and a half hours, was, amid general jubilation, safely moored
at the bason at Aberdeen Quay. Two miles an hour or thereby might do for heavy goods;
but it was clear that a speed considerably less than the normal walking pace was
inadequate for passenger traffic; and thus, in the summer of 1807, we find a passage boat
“covered and neatly fitted up for the purpose of conveying passengers and light goods” set
agoing. It returned to Aberdeen the same day as it left, but did not at first ply every day.
The fare was two shillings to Inverurie, and twopence per mile for intermediate distances.
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Searching for Matilda Moir’s Family
In the bicentenary year of Matilda Moir’s birth, and 157 years after her death in tragic
circumstances, Australians who carry her genes are hopeful that new developments in
DNA technology and our access to it via the Internet will let us finally find Matilda’s
family in Scotland, because they are our family too.
The search began as I discussed my desire to find information about my grandfather
Elijah’s family with my son-in-law Terry, and he suggested we post a message on “Genes
Reunited”. Two days later, I received an e-mail from a cousin in Queensland I had no idea
existed. Now we are several cousins looking for our Scottish relatives.
Linda had been researching the family of her great-grandfather James, Elijah’s brother,
unearthing a story of drama, opportunity and loss. Matilda’s children who survived to
adulthood now have over 300 known descendants spread across Australia.
Record-keeping was spasmodic 200 years ago, and the disruption to many families and
communities throughout Scotland caused by famines and by the Highland Clearances in
the late 1700s and early 1800s must have caused great suffering. We have now identified
a DNA trail that leads us tantalisingly to Moir family members who were born and who
lived in or near Aberdeen between 1780 and 1830.
Our great-grandmother Matilda’s story as we know it, gleaned from much painstaking
research, has led back to Aberdeen. The Moir family she belonged to has so far remained
a mystery. We assume Matilda Moir was her correct name and she was not an orphan.
Matilda’s story
Matilda was born in or near Aberdeen in 1819, according to Aberdeen Court of Justice
records from 1833 and then in 1834, when she and Mary Ann Bowman and Elizabeth
Moir were charged and convicted of stealing a napkin and silk stockings and were
sentenced to the Bridewell or house of correction, to be kept at hard labour for 50 days.
Elizabeth Moir may have learned her lesson, because the next time Matilda appeared in
the Aberdeen Court on 23rd September 1835, it was with Mary Ann Little, when they were
charged with theft of a cotton shawl and three silk handkerchiefs. The detailed evidence
and witness statements from the National Records of Scotland also reveal that Matilda and
Mary Ann Little had been convicted of theft in October 1833.
Matilda and Elizabeth may have been related, as they both lived in the Shuttle Lane area
of Aberdeen. A birth record for an Elizabeth Moir in 1820 in Old Machar parish shows
father Charles Moir and mother Ann Smith. Their eight children do not include a Matilda.
For two girls aged 14 or 15 living by their wits to survive by any means available to them
was bad enough; however, the sentence of the court for their petty crimes was harsh and
life-changing. They were both sentenced to seven years’ tranportation to Tasmania.
There is no mention of parents in the court proceedings. Matilda is identified by Aberdeen
“dlf191220082” Court “of13105” and described as 5’1” with brown hair and hazel eyes.
Imprisoned in the watchhouse to await their journey to continue a life of hardship on the
other side of the world, they were kept in the most unhealthy conditions imaginable until
the Arab sailed on 9th December 1835. They and their fellow convicts arrived in the
Tasmanian prison colony on 25th April 1836. We can only wonder what impact this
terrible experience of shame and loss would have on them over the next seven years.
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Female convicts were outnumbered 7:1 by males. Convicts were put to work in various
occupations to assist the free settlers and work in factories as free labour. Matilda’s
convict record suggests she was among those willing to break the rules. Her “crimes”
included many occasions of absence without leave, also being drunk and disorderly, out
after hours, refusing to proceed to service when ordered, and absconding. Punishments
included cell for 10 days, bread and water, solitary cell at night, two months on the tubs
washing clothes, and periods of labour.
The Tin Ticket (see “Further reading” below) refers to the tin disc given to convicts when
they left for Tasmania.  It had to be worn on a cord around the neck at all times, stamped
with their number for the duration.  Matilda’s number was 237.  Records show that most
convicts elected to stay in Australia and began a new life, albeit still of hardship for many.
In 1838, Matilda and fellow convict Thomas Husband were given permission to marry. A
year later, son Thomas was born. Sadly, he joined a long list of infant deaths before he
was 12 months old. Possibly the marriage was annulled, because Thomas was given
permission to marry Mary White in 1842.
Matilda was given her freedom in 1843, and chose to stay in Australia.  We assume she
continued working in Tasmania, perhaps in service until she met our great-grandfather,
stonemason William Perriman, and they married in Melbourne in the State of Victoria in
1848.  William, a 22-year-old free settler from Shoreditch in the London area, signed his
name, while Matilda and the witnesses each signed with a cross.
Four of their first five children died as infants: Thomas William (b. 1853 in Launceston,
Tasmania), who died in Melbourne in 1861; then Sophia Matilda in 1855–6, Matilda in
1857–8, and George (d. 1859), also in Melbourne. Two boys survived to have extensive
families: James Alexander (1856–1932) and (Samuel) Elijah (1861–1930).
Towards the end of 1862, the family were back in Launceston, and William Perriman’s
work as a stonemason was possibly drying up, because he sailed on the Tataina to
Dunedin in New Zealand to seek work.
William was concerned for Matilda’s health as she struggled to look after their two boys,
now aged 16 months and 6 years, so he sought the help of the Town Missionary, Henry
Bush Giles, to act as guardian until he returned.  The Rev. Giles later stated that William

went with the consent of his wife for whose and the children’s support, he was to send
money when he had earned sufficient.  His wife has for a long period suffered from
an ulcerated leg and general debility.  She was admitted to the Cornwell Hospital on
14 December last and there died on the next day.  I attended her in her last moments
and visited her frequently.  She was friendless, came here from Melbourne for the
sake of the children’s health as they had lost three children by dysentery during their
residence in Melbourne.

The Rev. Giles engaged a Mrs Keen to care for the children; and a local police officer,
William Gunn, sought financial support for them from the Colonial Secretary so that they
would not be sent to the Queen’s Orphan School. Ten shillings a week was provided so
that Mrs Keen could look after the boys until William’s return.  We are grateful they were
not sent to the orphanage because of the high rate of child mortality in such institutions.
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William sent funds occasionally, but didn’t return until early 1864. In July, he married a
Scottish free settler’s daughter, Elizabeth Bell, in Hobart, and the family left to start a new
life in Melbourne. They had seven children, but only four boys survived to adulthood.
Matilda’s son James Alexander eventually moved to Queensland, raised a family and died
in Longreach in 1932. Elijah stayed in Melbourne, married Susan Moss and had nine
children, of whom two died in infancy (my mother Florence was the youngest, b. 1906).
Ironically, on his death certificate in 1930, his stepmother Elizabeth Bell was given as his
mother. So, it is likely he did not know his mother was Matilda Moir. William Perriman
died in Melbourne in 1906 aged 84 and is buried alongside several of his children.
The DNA trail
The first Moir we find in our backwards DNA trail is Mary Reid Moir, daughter of James
Moir (1835–96) who was born near Aberdeen. He was a son of James Moir (1797–1870)
and Bathia Farquhar (1800–75). James and Bathia married in 1829.
I acknowledge the surname Moir is widespread in Scotland, and often cousins married.
However, we are hopeful that the descendants of the families we can now look at may help
us to identify our Moir relatives in Scotland.
Matilda Moir’s suggested birth date has been given as about 1818/19, so her father and
possibly her mother could have been born about 1802 or earlier. From various sources of
birth and marriage records, we have been able to identify several potential candidates for
Matilda’s father in this grouping of Moir family members near Aberdeen.
The father of James Moir (1797–1870), William Moir, married Agnes Dalziel about 1786,
and they had six known children: Alexander (1788), William (1790), Elizabeth (1792),
George (1795), James (1797) and Agnes (1804).
FamilySearch (Latter-Day Saints) records show several other possibilities. Alexander
Moir, son of John Moir, was christened at Newhills, Aberdeenshire, in December 1801.
Also: James Moir, born in July 1797 at Fraserburgh, son of William; John Moir, baptised
in February 1797 at Birse, Aberdeenshire, son of John; James Moir, baptised in 1799 at
Auchindoir & Kearn, Aberdeenshire, son of John; and John Moir, baptised in 1797 at St
Nicholas, Aberdeen, son of John Moir and Margaret Philip.
We should also consider any possible siblings of William Moir, such as Charles and John.
Matilda and her fellow convicts were the products of a grossly unequal world, easily
dispensed with, out of sight and out of mind, and through hardship they have contributed
to the future we now enjoy. We look forward to returning her memory to her kith and kin.
Further reading
Deborah J. Swiss, The Tin Ticket: The Heroic Journey of Australia’s Convict Women

(Berkley, 2011).
Lucy Frost, Footsteps and Voices: A Historical Look into the Cascades Female Factory

(Hobart, Tasmania: Female Factory Historic Site, 2004).
Alison Alexander and Alice Meredith Hodgson (eds), Convict Lives at the Cascades

Female Factory, vol. 2 (South Hobart: Convict Women’s Press, 2018).
jaymund3@hotmail.com John Price No. 22570
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The True Story of Bogie’s Bonnie Belle
For those familiar with the traditional bothy-ballad folk songs from North-East Scotland,
one of the most famous is “Bogie’s Bonnie Belle”. This song has several versions and has
been recorded by numerous singers.  It’s a traditional love song written from the point of
view of a farm worker who went to work for “Old Bogie”, a farmer in Cairnie parish near
Huntly. He fell in love with Bogie’s daughter Isabelle, and she had a baby. He offered to
marry Belle but was rejected by her father as not suitable. Later, Belle married a tinker.
I was familiar with this beautiful song (just try YouTube), which was particularly well
known after the Folk Revival of the 1960s – but I hadn’t realised that Belle was a real
person, not just a character in a song. It was a singer originally from Huntly who told me
that Belle later in life lived in a property at The Square in Huntly.
This story has several main characters: Belle, her strict father “Old Bogie”, her baby son
James, and the son’s father James and his brother, the baby’s uncle John.  There is also
James Bowman, the tinker lad whom Belle married.
Belle was Isabel Morison on her birth record, but the spelling varied subsequently. She
was born on 20th September 1823 in Cairnie parish, Aberdeenshire. Her father was
Alexander Morison (1783–1866), and her mother was Jean or Jane née Runcy or Runcie.
Isabelle grew up at Boghead, Cairnie parish.  In the 1841 and 1851 censuses, there were
two households listed at Boghead, and in each the main surname was Morrison.
In the 1851 census, Isabelle was aged 27 and still in the family home, and was described
just as “unmarried daughter” although she had borne an illegitimate child. His name was
James Stephen, and he was born in Cairnie on 10th June 1843 to Isabel Morison and James
Stephen senior, who was from the next-door parish of Glass.
Baby James
James junior was Isabelle’s first baby, but there is no record of him living with his mother,
who was with her parents in the April 1851 census when James was 7 years old.  He was
brought up by his paternal uncle John Stephen, an agricultural labourer, in Glass parish.  In
the 1851 census, James is described as a scholar along with his cousins George (also 7)
and Margaret (5). School fees would have been charged then, so it is commendable that
his uncle’s family were generous.
By 1851, John Stephen had been widowed; and his mother, tailor’s widow Margaret
Stephen (née Achnach), seems to have moved in to look after the children. As his brother
James had young James to look after, as well as a wife Agnes and baby William by now, it
seems that it was better for James junior to live with his uncle and granny next door.
In the 1861 census, James was a ploughman aged 17, still in Glass parish. In 1866, he was
living at Tullynessle when he married farmer’s daughter Elizabeth Henderson, who lived
at Contlach, Auchindoir. They lived in Lumsden in 1871 and Rhynie in 1881.  They had
nine children: George, Adam, Barbara, Mary, John, Charles, Robert, James and Beatrice.
The evidence shows that, sadly, James Stephen junior might not have known much about
his mother or the drama around his birth. His marriage certificate correctly names his
mother as Isabelle, but she is described as “deceased” when in fact she was still alive. He
might have believed her to be dead – or maybe he did not want others to know his story?
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After 1881, the family moved to Edinburgh, where James became a stonecutter/mason, as
also were some of his sons in the 1901 census. His wife Elizabeth died in 1902 aged only
54. James and his youngest daughter Beatrice, aged 17, emigrated on 7th October 1905
shortly after his uncle John died.  James was a stonemason in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1910;
and Beatrice married David Abernathy in June 1910.
A rare surname such as Achnach (an Aberdeenshire form of “Auchinachie” from Keith,
Banffshire, according to Black’s Surnames of Scotland) is a treasure to family historians.
However, I was disappointed to learn that there seems to be no census data which includes
Achnachs since 1901, and that many Achnachs changed their surname to Grant.
Old Bogie
Isabelle’s father was a farmer of 28 acres or more. He was referred to as “(Old) Bogie”
after the name of the house; and his wife Jean was 11 years younger. Old Bogie died in
1866 at Boghead, aged 83. His parents were John Morrison, a mason, and Ann Currie.
Evidence adds to the story that “Old Bogie” was somewhat unkind. There is no record of
Belle’s child living with his mother at all.  This lends credence to the versions of the song
which have the child’s father remove him from the maternal home.
Isabelle’s marriage to her tinker lad
Isabelle left the family home later in 1851 when she married her “tinkler chap”, James
Bowman. Born about 1822 in Old Machar, Aberdeenshire, he had many practical skills.
He is not listed on any local census in 1841 or 1851, so he was probably generally
travelling around with his trades until then.
He established the Rothieden Lamp and Tinplate Works at The
Square, Huntly, in 1851. He was also a master plumber. In
1891, he is described as Lamp Manufacturer. He became a
well-known tinsmith in Huntly and was famed for his lamps
and lanterns, named “Bowmans” after him. A lengthy tribute
to James Bowman in the Aberdeen Weekly Journal of 7th June
1899 mentions that his lighting products were known
internationally and were made for use both on land and at sea.
The article refers to what can be achieved by hard work, pluck
and perseverance.  Above the drawing here, it is headed:
“MEN OF MARK.  Ex-Provost James Bowman, Huntly,
Manufacturer and Public Benefactor.”
In the censuses of 1861–81, “Bogie’s Bonnie Belle” and her husband and family lived at
22/23 The Square, Huntly, sharing the building with their domestic servant(s) and another
family. By the 1881 census, James Bowman employed 11 men, nine boys and one girl.
By 1891, they had moved to a much bigger house at Springbank, Bogie Street, and in 1892
James Bowman became the first Provost of Huntly. By then, the lamp-manufacturing
business in The Square was largely being run by their son.
The Bowman household in 1861 included James, his wife Isabella and three children:
Isabella Gordon Bowman (who married a Downie), Anna Bella Bowman and Jane Runcie
Bowman. A son, James, was born on 15th December 1862. Why James? I have wondered
why this child was called James – without even a middle name to differentiate him from
his elder half-brother James Stephen, despite his sisters all having middle names.
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James Bowman junior married Lillias, also from Huntly, and they had at least four
children: James, Herbert, Lilian and Emily. They lived at 23 The Square until at least
1911. All the sons worked as tinsmiths in the family business.
Isabelle died on 23rd April 1902 and is buried with
her husband (who died on 16th March 1900) and
some of their children at Dunbennan Kirkyard,
which is a beautiful location outside Huntly.
Uncle John Stephen
By 1861, the widowed John was a crofter, had
remarried and was living with wife Janet and
daughter Margaret.  He died aged 95 on 25th

August 1905 at 12 Old Road, Huntly.
Baby James’s father
James Stephen senior was born in 1810 in Glass
parish and died in 1883 at Greenhowe, Glass. He
was a crofter most of his adult life. He married
Agnes (16 years his junior) and had more children:
William, John, Robert, Elsie or Ellen, Maggie,
Elspet and Alexander.
The research process
Although none of these people are my ancestors, as a Huntly resident I got very involved
with their story, and I lost track of hours and days, as is the time-warp familiar to those
doing family-history research.
The ANESFHS Members’ Forum was invaluable when I hit a brick wall.  I’d been cursing
Scotland’s People for not supplying a death record for James Stephen junior, who “surely”
died in the parish where he was born – or in North-East Scotland anyway, as “surely” farm
workers did not move much …?  Big mistake.  Although his origins were rural, this was
the start of increased movement to the cities and even emigration.  It was thanks to Allan
Hepburn (no. 7031) at the Members’ Forum for tracking him down in Edinburgh.
Patricia Newman (no. 12521), who has written local social-history books, also became
inspired by the story.  She too stayed up late cracking some brick walls, and uncovered the
story of who brought up young James Stephen and why.  She also uncovered the trail to
Ohio from Edinburgh, where James Stephen was a stonemason before he emigrated, as
stonemasons were in great demand in the USA.
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SAFHS
31st Annual

Conference and Family-History Fair

Saturday 18th April 2020
Hosted jointly by ASGRA, Borders FHS, Lothians FHS and the

Scottish Genealogy Society

“It’s a Sair Fecht!”
The Brunton, Ladywell Way, Musselburgh  EH21 6AA

(9am–4:30pm)
Conference: £35 per delegate (must be pre-booked and paid).  Includes four talks (see
below), morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea, and free entry to the Family-History Fair.
Booking forms: available on the SAFHS website: www.safhs.org.uk
Booking enquiries to: Mrs Janet Bishop, genealogyscotland@gmail.com (SAFHS 2020
Co-ordinator).
Family-History Fair: £2 entry at door.  Around 50 stands.  All your favourite local and
family-history societies and charities; Ask the Experts.

10am: “The Radical Rising of 1820!”
(by Lorna Kinnaird, John McGee, Val Wilson and Alex Wood – all ASGRA)

The last armed rising in the UK happened during one week in April 1820.  Those involved
were intent on severing the Union and establishing a radical Scottish republic.  It ended in
executions, imprisonments, transportations and 85 trials for high treason.  This talk looks
at the key characters, the facts, and the controversy of the radicals’ demands, using
documents from sources in the National Records of Scotland and the contemporary press.

11am: “The Men and (eventually) the Women of the Police
of the Scottish Borders, c. 1840–1945” (by Dr David Smale) – résumé to follow

2pm: “Mining in Lanarkshire and Midlothian” (by James Waugh)
This talk covers various aspects of coal-mining pre- and post-nationalisation, including
ownership, conditions, typical mining life, disasters and welfare facilities. James Waugh,
born into a mining family, served an engineering apprenticeship and became a teacher and
Depute Head.  His research includes church histories, slave compensation in Scotland,
local mining, and the building of the Transcontinental Railway across the USA.

3pm: “Asylum Records for Genealogy”
(by Louise Williams, Archivist, Lothian Health Services)

Asylum records can tell us under what circumstances a relative entered the asylum, their
treatment while in the asylum, and what happened to them: did they die in the asylum, or
was their treatment successful?





Journal Submissions
Submissions to the Journal are always welcome.  Please send text and images separately (not embedding
images in a document), e-mailed to journal@anesfhs.org.uk or queries@anesfhs.org.uk
Prospective articles and other items should have genealogical and North-East Scotland content.  Articles,
extracts or images may also be published on the Society’s website or may be re-used in subsequent
ANESFHS Journal editions.  All submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail.
The next Journal will be published in February 2020. Last date for submissions is 6th January 2020.

Format – Please type your article on a computer and send it as an e-mail attachment.  Sorry, we no longer
accept handwritten submissions.  Source/reference lists are fine, but we prefer no footnotes/endnotes.
Illustrations – For best reprographic results in the Journal, please send images at the highest possible
resolution.  We have limited space, and the A5 size format means that the quality may be somewhat less
than you expect.  If you wish to send any originals, then please contact the Editor (not the Centre at King
Street).  If you require originals to be returned, then please state this clearly and include return postage.
Permissions and credits – We can only publish copyright material if due permission has been obtained
and is included.  For copyright material, and for all photographs and other images, please always state the
source (publication, website, photographer and so on).
Length – Keep it reasonably short, please.  We have limited space, so long articles may be edited.  If you
have a really long tale to tell, then why not write it as two (or more) parts?
Computer details – Please use a format that can be read by a PC running Microsoft Word.  Any font or
size of text is acceptable.  If in doubt, send plain text.  If sending illustrations, any standard format is
acceptable – as long as these are in files separate from the text.
Advertisements – Electronic copy is preferred.  Note that the original size of the Journal is A4 before
photo-reduction to A5, and so a quarter-page advert should be prepared as 175mm (w) x 60mm (h).
The rates for advertisements, per Journal issue, are:
 £30.00 (black and white) or £45.00 (colour) per quarter-page (doubled for a half-page)
 £45.00 b/w or £60.00 colour for one third of a page (175 x 90mm)
 £90.00 b/w or £120.00 colour for a full page (175 x 270mm).

Writing to the Society
Please send all correspondence to The Family-History Research Centre (address on back cover).  To help
us be more efficient, please detail your requirements on separate sheets (with your name and membership
number) according to which service you wish to call upon or which office-bearer you wish to write to – or
use the appropriate e-mail address (see opposite page) to minimise delays.

Change of address
If you have access to the Internet, then PLEASE use the special form on our website to notify address or
e-mail address changes.  This form is processed automatically on receipt, ensuring fast service.  If you
write to the Membership Department, please quote your membership number.

Publications Sales
We stock a wide range of titles with emphasis on Scottish genealogy.  Individuals who are prepared to place a
standing order for all Society publications qualify for a 33% discount.  An up-to-date catalogue, Family and
Local History Publications for Sale, can be downloaded from our website.

For all information on publications and how to order, see www.anesfhs.org.uk, “Publications” tab.

Disclaimer
The Society cannot vouch for the accuracy of offers of services or goods that are advertised in the Journal, or be
responsible for the outcome of any contract that a reader may make with an advertiser.  Views expressed in
contributions are the author’s and not necessarily the Society’s. The Editor reserves the right to amend any
copy.  The Society Library does not necessarily hold copies of books quoted or referenced in this Journal.



ANESFHS Family-History Centre closures, 2019–20
Closing at 1pm on Saturday 21st December 2019; reopening at 10am on Monday 6th January 2020

Closed on local Monday holidays: 20th April, 4th May, 13th July and 28th September 2020

See website for further details
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Website: www.anesfhs.org.uk

Centre opening hours
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Closed on local and public holidays
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