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Editorial 

 

      The committee would like to wish all our members a Happy and 

Prosperous 2017 and hope that your Christmas festivities were        

everything that you hoped for. 

      Looking back at 2016 I can’t help but feel glad that it’s over. For 

me it seemed to be a collection of misadventures and catastrophes but 

when I sit down and think it through it wasn’t all bad. There were 

months when everything went perfectly, and I got bored. There were 

times when I was so busy that there weren’t enough hours in the day 

and I was worn out. Typical of a human life, nothing is perfect.      

Christmas 2015 was spent with my family in Australia, the first real  

family Christmas in almost fifty years, with all my sisters and all their 

children and grandchildren, and my own daughter who went with me for 

the first time. 

      Christmas 2016 was just my daughter and me, in the process of 

moving house whilst waiting for an eye operation that will (hopefully) 

restore my eyesight. I’ll still be waiting when the Journal lands on your     

doorstep, so please wish me luck. My daughter kindly took over the  

typing of this editorial, my eyesight has deteriorated very quickly and 

in two weeks changed from being ’a bit more fuzzy’ to being a mash 

of colour and movement that makes no sense. But it will be fixed, and 

there’s the blessing! 

      A hundred years ago people who were losing their sight simply 

went blind. We don’t, no matter how tightly the NHS is stretched, we 

still get some treatment and hospital staff generally do their best for 

us. So I will wait until they can fit me in for my operation and struggle 

along in the meantime, trying hard not to complain. 

      A hundred and fifty years ago, on December 12th 1866 a lot of  

people were in far worse straits than I am now. The Oaks Pit disaster 

killed a lot of people, and left a lot of children without fathers, brothers, 

and breadwinners. For most of that hundred and fifty years some of the 

dead weren’t even acknowledged as being victims of the disaster. The 

Oaks Memorial seemed a fitting cover for this Journal, if only to remind 

us how far we have come in the last hundred and fifty years. 

Happy New Year! 

Maggie Bennett 
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The Oaks Monument 
 

     Halfway up ‘Kendray Hill’, opposite what used to be the main       

entrance to Kendray Hospital, stands an imposing, and inspiring    

monument. It has a beauty that it's hard to see as you drive past the 

site, and I've always felt a little in awe of it. Surrounded by the spiky 

iron railings it doesn't actually invite the public to stop and read the   

inscription, or to look carefully at the bronze group mounted in front of 

the obelisk. A winged, classical female figure is carrying a dead or  

dying man who is holding a broken sword. I've never noticed the owl 

that stands by her left foot, though according to reports, it's there. 
 

     Somehow the whole monument seems more like a war memorial 

than a monument to the rescue parties who went into the Oaks pit to try 

to save those trapped underground by the first explosion. But in a way it 

was a war, for safety at work, better conditions and equipment for the 

miners, not to mention the pay. For those readers who are not familiar 

with the Oaks Colliery Disaster here is a very brief outline of the events 

that began on Wednesday, December 12th 1866 when 340 men and 

boys were working underground. 
 

     A massive explosion was heard, both pit cages were wrecked, and 

when a new one was installed there were 'twenty or thirty' survivors    

waiting at the bottom of the No. 1 pit shaft, and many of those were 

injured. Of these men and boys only six finally survived. The areas 

that were accessible were strewn with bodies, and many were trapped, 

injured, or killed outright in areas that were more difficult to access. 

Next morning while a rescue crew of more than a hundred men were 

below trying a rescue, another explosion killed at least twenty-eight of 

the rescuers; another explosion later that day made it clear that the pit 

was burning underground and was too dangerous to contemplate further 

rescue attempts. 
 

     The shafts were carefully monitored, and on the Friday morning the  

signal bell from the bottom of the No.1 shaft started to ring.  Somebody 

was alive down there, asking for help.  A temporary headgear was 

erected above the shaft and two volunteers were lowered into the shaft 

to try to rescue the live miner. T.W. Embleton and J.E. Mammott, at 

great risk to themselves, brought to the surface Samuel Brown, one of 

the rescuers. 
 

     After another fourteen explosions, all the shafts were sealed in 

order to put the fires out. Later new shafts and openings were created 

and the colliery eventually re-opened. A total of 361 people were 

thought to have died but recent research has proved that the number 

was actually higher. 
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     Thomas William Embleton had been a young man at the time he 

risked his life to rescue his fellow workers; he later became a mining 

engineer and died in 1921. 

 

The Monument inscription reads: 
 
 

Oaks Explosion 1866 

This Monument was Erected 

Anno Domini 1913 

By SAMUEL JOSHUA COOPER 

As a Tribute To The Memory Of  

PARKIN JEFFCOCK and 

Other Heroes of the Rescue 

Parties Who Lost Their Lives  

Owing to Further Explosions 

on December 13th 1866 

Also to Commemorate 

the Signal Bravery of 

JOHN EDWARD MAMMATT and  

THOMAS WILLIAM EMBLETON 

In Descending the Pit and  

Rescuing the Sole Survivor 

On December 14th 1866 
 
 

 
     The monument was commissioned by Samuel Joshua Cooper and      

installed in 1913 but not unveiled and dedicated until February 4th 

1914. Sadly Samuel Cooper had died the previous summer but had   

himself chosen the bronze group for the monument. The sculptor was 

French, a Msr. Marius Jean Antoinin Mercié, who had further success with 

the figures in several sizes and places. It is a very beautiful bronze     

memorial to those who gave so much to help. 
 

References:  

Listed Buildings: Barnsley MBC Dept of the Environment 1986 

Occurrences and Events of Interest in Barnsley and District 1229-1922 

Historic notes on the disaster taken from Philip Clifford:  Re-printed from PMSA  National 

Recording project South Yorkshire. 

 

=======#=======  
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The Oaks Colliery Disaster: Walker and Jackson 
 
     Following on from Robert Watson’s article in the October edition of 
Domus Historiae about his Hessle family, I cannot claim to have an     
ancestor who lost two husbands at the Oaks Colliery as Robert has, but 
my husband, Alan, and I did lose members of both sides of our family in 
the disaster. 
 
     Fairly early on in my researches I discovered that my Great-
Grandfather, John Walker (1864 – 1943) lost his eldest brother, Joseph 
Walker, in the disaster.  Joseph was the eldest son of George Walker 
(1822 – 1895) and his wife Elizabeth, nee Cooper (1824 – 1895).  George 
and Elizabeth lived all their lives in the Monk Bretton area and Joseph 
was born at Cliffe Bridge on 13th March, 1850. 
 

     Joseph was killed in the Oaks Colliery explosion on 12th December, 

1866, aged 16.   A memorial in the Barnsley Chronicle shows him as a 

"boy": Joseph's death was registered by J. Carr, Clerk to the Oaks  

Colliery, on 9th March, 1867, so it would appear that Joseph’s body 

may not have been recovered until March 1867. 
 

     Many years later, while researching Alan’s family tree, I ‘lost’ his 3 x 

Great Grandfather between the 1861 and 1871 census.  In 1861 Henry 

Jackson was a ‘Labourer in a Glass Works’ so there was no reason to   

connect    Henry with the Oaks Colliery disaster.  It took me some time 

to find Henry’s death and get a death certificate (this being in the        

pre-computer days when I used my visits to London for meetings to have 

an hour in the Family Records Centre, browsing through the enormous 

ledgers of births, marriages and deaths and Jackson is a common 

name).  The certificate told me that he had been killed aged 35 in the 

Oaks Colliery explosion, his death registered on 11th February, 1867. 
 

     And this is where things rested for many years until, in the July edition 

of the newsletter I saw information about the Dearne Valley Partnership   

project to track and record all the victims of the Oaks Colliery explosion.  

On visiting their web site (www.discoverdearne.org.uk/oaks-disaster

- victims/)  I was astounded to find not only Joseph Walker and Henry, 

but two further members of the Jackson family. 
 

     Henry Jackson’s oldest son, William (only 12 years old) was killed in 

the explosion, his body never recovered.  However, buried with Henry in 

Barnsley Cemetery is ‘John Jackson’, aged about 16 years.  I found the 

following cutting from the Cork Examiner online, recording the inquest into 

the deaths of the Oaks Colliery victims.  As often happened then, the   

journalist made an error, Jane’s husband was Henry, not Thomas,     

Jackson. 

 © Barnsley Family History Society January 2017
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“Jane Jackson, the widow of Thomas Jackson, said the boy John was not 
her own child but had been brought to her by her own children three years 
ago, and as no-one had claimed him, she had adopted him.  Thomas  
Jackson, was 37 years of age, and was a hurrier. The boy was 16 years of 
age. At about 4 o’clock on Wednesday morning, her husband, John    

Jackson and her son William Jackson, who is still in the pit, went to the 
colliery, and the first two were brought home again on Thursday morning, 

quite dead.  The lad’s neck was broken and also his shoulder, and her 
husband was a little burnt.” 
 

     This excellent web site is well worth a visit.  I would like to thank   
everyone who has had a hand in bringing together the information.  
Without you I would never have found out about two missing members of 
my husband’s family.                                                           

Liz Whitehouse 

Mem. No.  351 

=======#======= 
 

Body Found in a Well 

Northern Star Newspaper, from which this is an abbreviation 

     On Sunday March 18th 1843 a local 'person' was dragging the well in      

Oxford Square on Wilson's Piece, she was trying to locate a can which had 
been accidentally dropped. Whilst dragging the water the 'person', for 
whom no name was given, was horrified to drag up the body of a        
newborn child. The news spread quickly and there were soon 'hundreds' of 

people in the area. The following day the Coroner's inquest began at 1pm 
and the following evidence was examined. 

     The first witness was a boy who told the court that a Mrs. Mary Moss 
had called at his parents' home with something wrapped in her apron. 

The woman had asked the boy if the well was still in use, and when his         
parents returned he told his mother that Mrs. Moss had been to the 
house. Mrs. Moss was a local midwife and had been taken into custody 

shortly after the discovery of the body. 

     The person who had found the body said that it had been 'bound 
with cords, one of which was attached to a large stone. Elizabeth Pickering 
swore that the child was hers, stillborn almost three weeks beforehand 

and she had decently placed it in a small wooden coffin and caused the 
box to be nailed up. She had then asked Mary Moss to have it buried in 
the proper manner. Pickering's statement was corroborated by Dr. Ayres 

and one Mary Cook. 

     The Coroner stated that the case was out of his jurisdiction as the 
body was that of a stillborn child. Mrs. Moss was charged with felony and       
misdemeanor having stripped the body and kept the money paid to her 
for the body's proper disposal. 
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Mining Deaths in the Marshall Family 
 

     Thomas Marshall was born in Barnsley in 1807 and as a young man he 

started his working life as a weaver. On 2nd March 1829, at Silkstone he 

married Sarah Smith, daughter of James and Dorothy Smith of Barugh. 

Sarah was born in 1812 and Barnsley St Mary has a baptism entry for her 

dated 27th October 1812. Sarah would have been 16 or 17 years old at 

the time of the wedding and the likely reason for a marriage at such an 

early age is pretty clear. One William Marshall, son of Thomas was      

baptised 3 months after the marriage, in June 1829. 
 

      There was a second child, Elizabeth, born in 1831 but both these   

children died within 3 weeks of each other in 1836. However, five other 

children survived infancy, Mary born 1835, John 1837, George 1839, 

another William born in 1841, when the family were living in Pall Mall, 

and finally Emma, born in 1846. Sarah died in 1848 aged 36, and    

eventually all the boys went to work in the mines. 
 

     In 1848 Thomas married one Elizabeth Clayton and the 1851 and 1861 

censuses show them at Market Street with children from both of their  

previous marriages. Having established the basic details of this family’s 

history I made an attempt to find out more about them. The first port of 

call was Burland’s journal and there are several Marshalls mentioned here 

but one of October 1857 seemed particularly relevant. 
 

     “On Tuesday afternoon about 2pm a serious accident happened at the 
Mount Osborne Colliery belonging to Messrs Day and Twibell which       
resulted in the death of a young man named Thomas Marshall of 
Barnsley. It appears that Marshall in company of another workman was 
engaged in cutting the soft bed of coal in his bank gate and whilst in the 
process of prising it down with his gravelock a sudden fall took place 
and a large piece fell upon the deceased and broke his neck. Deceased 
was a young man about 21 years of age unmarried and resided with his 
father Mr. Thomas Marshall, weaver, Market Street and had worked for 
the last 9 years at Mount Osborne Colliery. Yesterday an inquest was held 
at the house of Mr. Fox, the Neptune Inn, New Street before T  Taylor 
Esq. when a verdict of ‘Accidental Death’ was recorded”. 
 

     However there is no record of a Thomas of that age living in Market 
Street at that time and it was only some time later that I realised that 
Burland copied much of his diary from local newspapers. Further          
investigation showed that he had indeed copied word for word from the 
Barnsley Times of 24th

 October 1857 – with the exception of the name 
John which he had wrongly given as Thomas. The report did in fact    
relate to our John. 
 

      The next ports of call were the many lists of names published about    
victims of colliery disasters and among these names is a George   
Marshall who died in the Oaks disaster of December 1866. 
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     Our George had married Ann Beldam in 1858 and at least three   

children quickly followed. The first child, Sarah, (probably named after 

George’s mother) was born in 1859, followed by Emily in 1861. The last 
child, Mary, was born in 1866, the year of the Oaks explosion. Ann and 
the children were living in Wood Street at the time of the 1871 census but 
George was absent and this suggested to me that George was a likely 
victim of the oaks explosion. 

     There is only one registered death of a George Marshall in Barnsley 
during the relevant period 1865 to 1871 and that person did in fact die 

in the Oaks colliery in 1866. 

     This death certificate for George gives very little personal     

information about him but does confirm his age at death in December 
1866 as 27. The date of birth would therefore be 1839 and there is 
only one birth in the relevant Ecclesfield register in or around that date, 

confirming that this was our George. The certificate gives the cause of 
death as 'Injuries from an explosion of firedamp cause unknown' and is 
dated 7th March 1867. However the date of death is given as December 
1866 some three months prior to the date of the certificate. I am not sure 

of the reason for the delay, perhaps they did not hold the inquest until 
later because of the huge number of casualties? 
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     The last of the brothers, William, died as result of a fall of coal at    
Strafford Main colliery on December 18th 

 1894. The death certificate gives 
the cause of death as:   Head accidentally injured by coal from face falling 
up- on him while at work. Lived about half an hour'. 

     I had always been aware of the nature of his death as he is my wife’s     
direct ancestor. However, information passed down the generations      
suggested that he only died because he swapped a shift with his son   

Herbert. After reading the newspaper account of the incident this proved 
incorrect. Herbert was actually with him when the accident occurred. 
 

     The Sheffield Telegraph gave the following report. 
 

     “Mr. T. Taylor held an inquest last night at the Wharncliffe Hotel, 
touching the death of William Marshall, aged 51 years who was killed in 
the Strafford Main Colliery on Tuesday. Herbert Marshall, deceased’s son 

said he and his father were working together in the Silkstone seam on 

Tuesday forenoon when, without the slightest sound of warning, a     
quantity of coal fell from the face upon the deceased’s head and       
shoulders, throwing him down and partially burying him. They got him out 
as soon as possible, but he was dead when liberated.  A verdict of 
‘Accidentally killed’ was re- turned.” 
 

     There are several accounts of members of the same family being 
killed together in mining disasters but unusually these three brothers were 

killed at different times in different mines. It was a dangerous time, and a     

dangerous occupation. 

Robert Wadsworth 

=======#======= 

Extraordinary Travelling 
From the Leeds Intelligencer 10 April 1841 

     Some time ago a gentleman undertook to perform a journey from York 

to the Metropolis, and arrive again in York within twenty-four hours. The    
attempt was made in the past week, the party alluded to started from the 
railway station in York on Thursday morning week at forty-five minutes 
past eight o'clock and arrived in London precisely at seven-thirty o'clock 
the same evening. 
 

     He transacted business with one or two parties in London and availed  
himself of an opportunity to visit Covent Garden Theatre, where he      

remained for upwards of a quarter of an hour.  After taking a stroll 
through the market and purchasing sundry early production, returned by 
mail train to York where he arrived (with comparatively no fatigue) the 
following morning at ten minutes to eight, thus completing the whole  
journey in 23 hours and five minutes, a total distance of four hundred and 
fifty miles! 

(In competition with our modern rail service? ED) 

=======#======= 
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BOOK REVIEW 
 

THE SPYGLASS FILE by Nathan Dylan Goodwin 
 

     I'm the first to agree that books are mainly a matter of     

preference and choice, but several things will put me off a book in 

the first few pages. In this case there are none of the 

'Americanisms' and    terrible grammar that infuriate me, so I 

settled down to finish the book. The story moves along quickly 

and takes us back to  England, 1940 and the Battle of Britain. Well 

researched, this book will interest anyone who lived through this 

time. 
 

     But this is not only a book about the pilots and their battles, it 

is about families and secrets that affect people seventy years 

later. I soon found myself carried along with the characters,     

annoyed, happy, excited, scared, and just plain tired. The main  

action covers the lives of WAAFs, pilots, and ground crews at a 

factual Kent airfield and listening station during the Battle of     

Britain. 
 

     The final twist in the tale comes in the last chapter and I don't    

intend to tell anyone just where, but I didn't see it coming and 

that's unusual! The story is fictional but based on fact, and many 

of the characters in the story are real, some are still alive today 

and the book incorporates their experiences. 
 

     Running alongside the past action is the progressing story of 

the Forensic Genealogist, Morton Farrier, and his complicated life. 

Searching for his own origins as well as working for clients he 

works too hard. Without the support of his very lovable and    

adoring fiancée I wondered how on earth he could ever survive. 

Both are likeable characters but seem to me to be simply     

vehicles for the telling of the bigger and more important story. A 

really good read! 
 

     The book is available in hardcopy on Amazon as well as in a 

Kindle Edition. 
 

The author’s website gives details of other books he has written, 

fiction and otherwise, see  www.nathandylangoodwin.com 
 

ED. 
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From the Archives 1995 
 

     Although the following is from an archive Journal, going back over 

twenty years, the message is still relevant, perhaps even more so in these 
days of 'instant online access' to records around the world. This record 
presents some puzzles! Perhaps some of our overseas members would 
like to take a look in their local records and see if there's some information 
they could share with us.  

ED 

A Monumental Inscription 
 

     In 1953 we had a holiday in Scotland at a small place called St John's 
Town of Dalry. Family History did not influence our choice of this location 
for a holiday because as far as we knew we didn't have any ancestors in 
this particular part of Scotland. However, during the week we happened to 
be passing a church graveyard and noticed a seat just inside the wall. It 

seemed a good opportunity to have a few minutes rest, and as luck would 
have it, it provided us with quite an interesting discovery. Just in front of 
the seat was a gravestone which appeared to have a considerable number 
of inscriptions on it. After reading it through once or twice, a family history 
began to unfold. 
 

     It appeared that a farmer called Samuel HUNTER and his wife 

Christina (nee GIBSON) had a son, James, who died at the age of 17 and 

a gravestone was erected in the boy's memory. Seven years later     
Christina died aged 48, and her death was also recorded on the       
gravestone. The next name was added in 1860, and in the following 29 
years Samuel Hunter lost an additional three sons and two daughters  
between the ages of 25 and 55, and each death was recorded on the 
stone. 
 

     Perhaps the most amazing thing is that the father outlived his whole    

family, dying in 1891, two years after they had all been recorded. Some of 
the children had travelled all over the world and their deaths are listed in 
places such as Newcastle-on-Tyne, New Zealand, USA, Canada, and the 
hometown of Dalry. Samuel had kept in touch with his children no matter 
where they were and he was obviously keen on his family history. 
 

The inscription is as follows: 
 

Erected by Samuel Hunter, farmer in Ardock 

In memory of his son, James who died 12 October 1846 aged 17 years  

Also of Christina Gibson, his wife who died 10 July 1853 aged 48 years  

Also Samuel, his son who died 26 November 1860 aged 25 years 

Also Thomas, his son, Draper, who died at Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
16 May 1863 aged 36 years 
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Also John, his son who died in New Zealand 19 July 1866 aged 26 years 

Also Christina, his daughter who died 7 May 1881 aged 33 years 

Also David, his son who died in America 14 December 1889 aged 55 years 

Also Wilhelmina, his daughter who died at Guelph, Canada  West 

8 September 1868 aged 38 years 

The above Samuel Hunter died at Dalry 2 June 1891 aged 90 years 

     This seemed to be a remarkable record of a large family whose      
individual members were scattered all over the globe, but to our surprise 
the record didn't end there! On the reverse of the stone were listed an 

additional four children who had outlived their father. 
 

Elizabeth, his daughter who died at Knocknarling Kells 
 

5 November 1919 aged 87 years 
 

Joseph Black, his son who died at Hobart TASMANIA 
 

27 April 1927 Aged 84 years 
 

Rev. George Paterson, his son who died at Dunedin, New Zealand 
 

10 August 1928 aged 90 years 
 

Sarah, his daughter, who died at Ida Valley, New Zealand 
 

23 November 1932, aged 85 years. 

 
     We have not attempted to investigate the family members recorded 
but feel it might be of interest to other family historians and serve as an      

example of information that can be gained from memorial inscriptions. 

Considering a family of similar size and travel, even with the facilities 
available at the present time, one would be fortunate to accumulate     
information in such detail. 
 

Jean and Cyril Dunstan, Lancashire. 
 

=======#======= 
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The Gomersall Family 
 

     A year ago Steve  Gomersall sent  an interesting account of his 
family history going back to his GG grandfather William Gomersall in 
1791, and bringing us through to the 'Wandering Whitesmith', Tom   
Harold Gomersall, who was Steve's great grandfather. Steve takes up 
the story with a brief reminder of the history. 
 

The Whitesmith’s Daughter 
 

     Tom Harold Gomersall, the Whitesmith, had left Barnsley and 
moved to Blackpool, sometime between the 1871 and the 1881 census. 
On January 4th 1882 at St John's Church Blackpool he married Esther  
Threlfall, a local girl of twenty. Together they had three daughters, 

Charlotte (c1882-1965), Bertha (1884-1945), and Maggie (1897-c1985). 

They also had two sons Harold (1889-1891), and William, my grandfather 
(1886-1955). 

     Maggie never had chance to know her father as he was killed in an        
accident at work when she was only three years old. Scaffolding collapsed 

and the two men working on it fell sixteen feet to the ground. Tom Harold 
was in a coma for four days and died without regaining consciousness. 

Esther seems to have done well for her children in the years that followed; 
Maggie attended the St John's School and was obviously well thought of 
there. In the above picture taken about 1905, she is circled, back row, 
fourth from the left, a serious little girl by the looks of her! 
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     In 1911 Maggie was chosen to be the 'Rose Queen' for the area to       
celebrate King George V's coronation. She would have been about 14 at 
the time and must have felt very nervous with photographers from all the 

local papers taking pictures of her and her entourage. The photo above 

looks surprisingly modern for its age but there is Maggie with her large 
bouquet, even though the wind seems to have been a bit ‘brisk’! 

Maggie lived to a good age and had good 
memories of her childhood. One of the 
best pictures of her is taken with her 

brother William who was eleven years 
older than her. She was about fourteen so 

he was a grown man in his twenties but I 
think there was a strong bond between 
them, perhaps he was a father figure for 
her. 

I am researching my Barnsley Gomersall 

family  so  if  you  have  any  in  your  tree 
please contact me through the society. 

Steve Gomersall 

Mem. No. 1734 
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Murder at Bank Top Farm 1840.  Part 3 
 

     Following the robbery and murder of farmer George Blackburn near 
his home in 1840 four men were arrested for the crime. John Mitchell 
aged 17, John Cherry aged 24, George Robinson, and William Fox both 
aged 23.  Following two thorough inquests into the death a reward of 
£100 and leniency was offered to anyone giving information leading 

to the successful prosecution of the perpetrator. 
 

     A final inquest was held on 20th October, five days after the previous    
inquest, and it seems there was some change in the way the matter was 
handled. As before, the widow, Mrs. Blackburn was called to give       
evidence, and was asked if she recognised any of the accused men. She 
immediately identified Mitchell as the man who wielded the iron bar. The 
servant Emma Fretwell identified Mitchell, Robinson, and Fox, though in 

previous enquiry reports there was no mention of Fox. No one is       

recorded as having identified John Cherry, though all four men were 
sent to York Castle to await trial. 
 

     During the approximate five months between being sent to York, and 
the actual date of their trial it seems that all four made confessions. The  
contents of the confessions are not available at this time, though I  
wonder what exactly they confessed. 
 

     All four men were committed for trial at York Assizes Crown 
Court for March 19th 1841 where they faced Baron Rolfe, the Judge for 
this assize. Mitchell was charged as the principal mover in the crime, Fox 
charged with aiding and abetting, and the others, Robinson and 
Cherry, were charged as accessories. Prosecution lawyers, acting for the 
Crown, were Messrs. Baines, Wortley, and Overend. For the defence of 
Mitchell, Mr. Cottingham stood, for Fox it was Sir G. Lewin, and a Mr.  

Wilkins stood for Cherry. Robinson was not represented, (possibly due 

to financial circumstances) so Mr. Wilkins offered to stand for Robinson 
as well as Cherry. 
 

     Proceedings opened with a Mr. William Hindle, architect, with plans      
showing the layout of the farm, and the local district. As this was not a 
local court it would have been necessary to give an insight to the   
location. All the witnesses from the inquest were then called to repeat 

again what they had seen and what they knew. The accounts were    

repeated, questions asked and answered, and the coroner, Thomas 
Rogers Esq., gave to the court his understanding of the crime. 
 

     Here's an interesting point, at this stage in the proceedings Mr.    
Wilkins asked the Judge if there was any REAL evidence against Cherry 
and Robinson, and the judge agreed that there was not, ordering that 

they be 'set at liberty'!  This was in spite of Robinson having been 
identified by the only person who actually witnessed the initial violent 

attack.  

 © Barnsley Family History Society January 2017



16 

  Volume 25 Number 1 January 2017 

Emma Fretwell had seen and identified Robinson as he threw the huge 
stone at her employer, and saw Robinson rifling the pockets of the victim 

as he lay on the ground dying. 

     This left two men to answer the charges. Mr. Cottingham gave his   

defence of Mitchell, and Sir G. Lewin gave his of Fox, the judge summed 
up the evidence and directed the jury to their 'deliberations'. Ten   
minutes later the jury returned to the courtroom and gave their verdict. 

For Mitchell the verdict was guilty, Fox was found not guilty and was    
allowed to leave the court. 

     The judge placed the black cap on his head and gave the solemn    
sentence of death, warning the guilty man not to hope for reprieve as the 
crime had been committed with such violence. It seems that Mitchell 
showed no remorse, he shrugged, and smiled as he left the courtroom 

to be taken to the cell to await his execution. 

     Executions were always held on the second Saturday after the assize   

judges had left town, there must have been a reason for this but I can 
only guess what it could have been. Anyway, on this occasion the assize 
judges were delayed by a day or two. They left on the Sunday following 
the end of the trial instead of on the Friday, which meant that Mitchell had 
an extra week to think about what was going to happen to him. 

     Mitchell's behaviour was initially bravado, seeming unconcerned and 

even joking about the crime and the sentence. This changed, especially 
after a few visits from the Prison Chaplain, Reverend Flower.  He then 
made a full confession where he accused Robinson of throwing the stone, 
and Cherry of being one of the attackers. He freely admitted that he, 
Mitchell, had used the gate bar on the victim though he said it was a 

wooden stave not iron. Still, he showed little remorse or emotion of any 
kind. 

     On April 10th, the day the execution should have taken place if the 
judges hadn’t been delayed, at about 10 a.m. the Prison Governor       
received notification of a reprieve. Note that this was later than the 
normal appointed hour of execution! The Governor, Mr. John Noble, went         
immediately to tell Mitchell that his sentence had been commuted to 

Transportation for Life and that he would be moved to the hulks in due 
course. When I started this account of the murder I had no idea where it 
would lead! 

       Mitchell was no angel, that's for sure. Following the commutation he 
gave an interesting and 'revelatory' account of his life which was    
serialised in the 'Northern Star' newspaper over a period of weeks. 

      Apparently he was one of 15 children, his father was a stonemason 
and they moved house several times. He was eventually sent to school in 
Barnsley with a Mr. Knight, of whom he had a low opinion as a person and 
as a teacher.  
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     Before the age of twelve he claimed he was stolen by gypsies who kept 
him for several years, only escaping their slavery by being   craftier than 

they were. Several Barnsley people were named in his account, and 
they were obliged to write and deny his claims. 
 

     Mitchell's account of his life was refuted by 'The Mercury' of 24th 
April 1841 in which they say: "His story is false, Mitchell never slept a 
night outside of Barnsley in his life except once, when he worked in    

Sheffield for a few days". 
 

     I tried to find out what had happened to Mitchell but with little luck so 

I "phoned a friend" and asked our researcher, Noel, if he had any ideas. 
Within a couple of hours he had the answers. Mitchell was taken aboard 
the transport ship ‘Barrossa’ along with 350 other convicts and in August 
1841 they left England for Tasmania, arriving at Hobart Town in January 
1842. If Mitchell had thought he was getting off lightly he was badly     

mistaken. 
 

     From Hobart John Mitchell was sent to the Huon valley, probably to 
work in the logging camps there, cutting down and trimming the huge 
Huon Pines and Blue Gum Eucalyptus. Both these trees are exceptionally 
hard wood and grow to enormous height and width. Huonville is now a 
lovely little town surrounded by national forest bearing the scars of     
decades of logging. In summer the area can be very hot with high       

humidity, whilst winters can be colder than anything we know if the UK 

due to the proximity of the Antarctic ocean. 
 

     Convict labour was sold to anyone who could buy it. The men could be    
required to work in quarries, cut roads through the forest, anything 
their hirer needed done was the job they did. A mine was opened on the 
southern peninsula where low grade coal was extracted, this work was 
used as a punishment detail. Mitchell seems to have done several types of 

work, builder, painter, logger, as well as a term in the mine. 
 

     Convicts in some of the work camps suffered malnutrition, dysentery,   
floggings, and solitary confinement. I know that he was sentenced at least 
twice to floggings and solitary, but there are no minute details. He died in 
the hospital in Hobart Town on November 9th 1850 though the cause of 
death is not recorded. He would have been about 27 years old and served 
almost nine years hard labour in Tasmania. 
 

References: 
Eli Hoyle’s “History of Barnsley”; The Northern Star & Leeds General Advertiser 
April 3rd 1841; Leeds Mercury 20 March 1841; Leeds Times 10 April 1841; Leeds 
Intelligencer 10 April 1841. Find My Past website, Australasia section. 

With thanks to Phil Norman, Noel Shaw, Keith Harrison, and Louise Rainbow of 
Hobart FHS,  for their assistance in the research for this serialised article. 
 

Maggie Bennett 
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The Life and Times of William Knight 
 

     The Obituary columns of the Barnsley Chronicle are a mine of 
fascinating facts for the amateur historian. William Knight's obituary 
drew the attention, initially, because he had been press-ganged into the 
Royal Navy!  Anyone  would  think  that  men  would  be  safe  from  
this  kind  of 'recruitment', in a town like Barnsley, being so far from 

the sea, but William Knight was born in Somerset, not Yorkshire. 

 
     The boy was born to a family of humble means, in Banwell, a small   

village near Weston Super Mare, on 31st January 1790. His parents were 
not wealthy but they made sure that their son received a sound  
basis of a good education, unusual for lower class children of the time. 
He became apprenticed to a shoemaker when still very young but he 
somehow managed to continue his studies, probably in his meagre free 

time, and due to an above-average mental ability. He was good at 
maths, and at some point he studied navigation. He was interested in 

the classics and became a Latin and Greek scholar, a greatly admired 
skill at the time. Having completed his apprenticeship, and achieved an 
excellent educational standard, William left his home town. Like many 
others before and after him, he set out to make his fortune in London. 
 

     At the time England was at war with France, and there was a severe 

shortage of willing men to man the ships that protected our coasts, and 
attacked the French. Press gangs were common in all ports throughout 

the country and William was taken up and sent aboard one of the British 
warships. By pure chance he was able to demonstrate his navigation 
skills and proved himself useful to the Commander of the vessel allowing 
him to be excused from more basic duties. Climbing aloft and         
manhandling acres of canvas was hard work, and dangerous. William 
would have been pleased to forego those duties! 
 

     At some point, with the ship cruising off the coast of Scotland,    

William got leave from his captain to go ashore for a short while. He and 
two others were given leave and having planned their escape, they 
never returned to the service. Pressed men rarely felt any allegiance to 
the navy and would often escape as soon as possible. On this occasion 
there does not seem to have been any attempt to retake the three men, 
and William spent several years in Scotland, probably working as a       

shoemaker though this is by no means certain. 
 

     What is certain, though, is that William Knight arrived in Barnsley in 
1816, aged 26. Why Barnsley? Who knows? Maybe he'd been working 
his way back to Somerset, anyway his skill as a shoemaker provided him 
with a good living in the town. 
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     He must also have earned some respect, as on 30th December 1818 
in St Mary's Church, Barnsley, he married Anne Harrison, the    

daughter of the Supervising Excise man, William Harrison. By the time 
their only daughter Sarah  Ann was baptised in August 1820, William 
Knight had become a schoolmaster, he was going up in the world! 
Sadly Anne didn't live to enjoy his success, she died in May 1820, before 
her  daughter was baptised. 
 

     William had been persuaded by friends who suggested that a well    

educated man like him could make a good living by opening a school. 
There was a severe lack of any kind of school in the town, and William's 
education would have placed him well ahead of many who worked as 
teachers. In the town during the 1820s there are listed only about five 
schools, not including the 'Dame Schools' which mostly provided a 
basic education for working class children until they were able to go to 

work. 
 

     The Dame schools varied in the quality of education they provided, 
some appear to have been more like day care centres, while others  
provided a good basic education including mathematics. The cost of a 
Dame School education would have been around 3d per week, a huge 
investment for working class families. So William was able to provide an 
excellent standard of education when compared to what was already 

available. His new profession brought him huge success and he moved 

his premises from a single room to ever larger premises over the next 
twenty five years, finally giving up his school round about 1845. He  
continued to use his skill with numbers, taking a job as a debt and rent 
collector until old age forced him to retire. 
 

     William had married again after Anne died. His second wife was 
Mary Darwin of Silkstone, by whom he had four children; Elizabeth

(1822), Mary(1823), James (1827) and Thomas (1832). Mary and 

Thomas both died in childhood but James married a Jane Batty who 
gave him a daughter Mary Elizabeth, and later he married Martha 
Earnshaw by whom he fathered six more children. Due to failing health 
William went to live with his son at 30 Pontefract Road where he died in 
1876, aged 86. There must be Knight descendants still in Barnsley 
and I wonder if they know about the life of this remarkable man. 

 
References:  
Barnsley Chronicle Archives & National Census Records 

 
Phil Norman 
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Census Substitutes by John Hanson FSG 
 

     John Hanson sent this very useful article full of good advice on    

finding lost ancestors. John is very knowledgeable and highly qualified to 
give this kind of advice and says that like a lot of things in family history 
you need to understand exactly who it is you are looking for and when. 
Start by asking “Who exactly am I looking for?” and the answer will   
often  determine the course of action. 
 

     Is it a whole family that is missing or an individual from a family? 
Also did they disappear totally or were they missing from just one    

census? If the former then they could have died or with the latter they 
could have gone elsewhere in search of work and come back. 
 

     Next you need to ask why you’re looking for them? Is it to complete 
the family tree, or simply to find someone who is missing? It can often 

help as well to know whether you are working backwards or forwards in 
time from a known date. You then need to know from which census are 

they missing? 
 

     Before you start to look at alternatives it might be worth double    
checking the census returns. So have you checked the transcriptions in 
other web- sites as they are all different and there are many isolated 
transcriptions online if you look for them? 
 

     Have you checked for known missing complete parts? Findmypast 
has a complete list of the known missing areas at http://

www.findmypast.co.uk/ articles/census-for-england-wales-and-scotland-
missing-pieces. 
 

     There are also many missing or damaged pages that may affect 
what you are looking for. A page gets covered in inkblots and becomes      
unreadable, and occasionally the odd page will have gone missing either 

because it was torn out or through too much handling in the old days. 
You could check out the first scanned page of a piece to see if it starts at 

schedule number one. 
 

     If the person missing is male and under the age of thirty then have 
you considered 
The  Army – those serving overseas do not appear in the census 
until 1911. 

Royal Navy – Royal naval ship are considered part of the mainland 
and therefore should be indexed but what if they were on shore! 
Merchant Navy – if the ship was returning to port within the next  
couple of weeks they were handed a form and told to return in when 
they landed – but did they! 
Gone abroad – did they go overseas? 
Were they in an institution (including prison)? Is so then they could be 

under their initials. 
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     If the person missing was female then the problem year was 1911 
when there were many suffragettes. The exact number who refused 
to have their details included is unknown but thought to be about 
15,000.  It is also worth remembering many of the basic problems with 

the census. Spelling was often phonetic – so if the person was not  
living locally think how a name might sound in another part of the   
country. 
 

     In the 1841 census age was supposed to be rounded down to near-
est 5 years – but how many were! The other issue with the 1841 
census was that it tended not to use house numbers. 
 

Are you searching for the correct place? 
 

     If you have an address (maybe from a birth certificate) have you 
tried searching for it? Both Findmypast and the Genealogist offer      

address searching options on their census searches. 
 

     Transcriptions for Scotland are included in both Ancestry and         
findmypast from 1841-1901 (but with no images) otherwise check   

Scotlands People https://scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ 
 

     For Ireland it is mostly the 1901-1911 census that survive. They can 
be found online and free at the National Archives of Ireland http:// 
www.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 
 

     For the United States they are all on Ancestry.com (complete with 
images) and there are some on familysearch and findmypast. They are 
complete from 1790-1940 with the exception of 1890 which was       

destroyed by fire. Many states did separate returns in the intervening 5 
years. People from these shores will normally have a place of birth     
recorded as England. 

   Canada is on Ancestry.ca 1861-1921 and findmypast 1901 and 1911. 
However Australia is totally different. Whilst they took the census 
they did what it said on the tin! Extracted the statistics and then threw 
the original away!! The first that survives is the 2001 and that is locked 

for 100 years. 
 

     Do not forget either that passenger lists do not start in the UK till 
1890 so check out possible arrival lists in other countries. Ellis Island 

was where many immigrants landed in New York though there are many 
other ports like Boston for example where many of Europe's migrants 
set foot in the New World. 
 

We will revisit John's advice over the next couple of editions. For those 
members who may not be too familiar with the available source material, 
this is just what you need to set you off in the right direction. 
 

ED 
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Researching My Father’s Military History 
 
      I have been researching the history of the Galley family for some 
time but only in fits and starts over the years. It occurred to me last 
year that although I had discovered details of a wide range of ancestors   
dating back to the mid 1700s, I knew very little about my parents – 

presumably the result of familiarity - and so set about discovering the 

details of the military history of my father, Kenneth Galley, who died in 
1998. 

 

I  had a broad outline of my father’s 
military  service;  he  joined  the  4th 

   

Battalion (Territorials)   of   the   Green   

Howards   in 1937, went to France with 
the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) and   

survived Dunkirk; embarked for Egypt 
and North Africa; was captured by the  
enemy and sent to Italian prisoner of war 
camps from which he escaped and lived in 
the mountains with the partisans,   before   

making   his   way   back home. When the 
war was over, he was shipped to Pales-
tine to help police the   Jewish immigra-

tion problems there. That was what  I  
knew,  and  it  may  seem  complete, but  
it  was  lacking  in  detail.  I  had  a  few 
items such as his pay book and discharge 

document,  but  these  can  be  confusing  to non-military types. 

      Earlier this year, I paid a visit to the Green Howards Museum in      
Richmond, where I spent a productive morning with the very helpful  

curator. For his last couple of years in the army, Kenneth transferred to 
the RASC (although always associating closely with the Green Howards) 
and on advice from Richmond, I visited the museum at Deepcut in Sur-

rey, where I spent another very useful morning with the archivist. I 
have found that if one demonstrates just a modicum of interest,       
archivists will go out of their way to be of assistance, and this was the 
case again when at the end of our searches in Surrey, I was pre-
sented with a list of file references that I might usefully examine at the 

National Archives in Kew. 

      One of the most useful suggestions from Richmond was that I     

request copies of his formal army records from the Army Personnel  
Centre in Glasgow. The staff at Glasgow was most helpful, but the   
website warned that the process could take up to a year to complete, 
with no guarantee of success. So I was delighted to receive, in just a 
couple of weeks, a whole wad of documents, covering his service in  

detail from initial enlistment to final demobilisation.  Understanding the  
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relationships between Divisions, Regiments, Companies, Battalions and 
Corps used in this, and all the other various sources that I eventually 
used, required some research into the structure the British army of that 
time, as well as the structure of the Green Howards Regiment itself. 

     The MoD documents contained a number of surprises. Over the 
past 150 years or so, my family had migrated only the small distance from 
Notton, north of Barnsley, to Ardsley to the south, which was the focus of 

my father’s earlier years. I know that my father had spent some time 
working in Redcar, which is where he joined the Green Howards; what I 
did not know was that his father’s address was also Redcar – that was new 
information, and the housing records for that area in the 1930s will not be 

available to the public until the 2030s. However, a combination of material 
from the museums, and a splendid (but expensive) privately published 
book on the history of the Regiment produced a picture of the partly 
trained and poorly equipped Territorials being sent to France to take on 

the experienced German army as a ‘political gesture’ of support. This   
reinforced my belief that soldiers, sailors and airmen (and women) do their 

job when diplomats and politicians fail to do theirs. 

     I traced Kenneth’s movements back and forth over northern France, 
fighting on the same ground as his predecessors in WWI, before the final 
retreat to Dunkirk, where they arrived in a very poor state, having had to 
abandon their transport and their provisions on the way. A small and 

odd looking item at the back of a drawer at home turned out to be the 
rotor head of his truck that he had to immobilise and abandon in France. 

It was an item that, sadly, was lost during a subsequent house move. 
The Green Howards were among the last of the British troops to be  
evacuated from Dunkirk. 

     Back in the UK the Green Howards were engaged in home defence in 
Dorset anticipating a German invasion, then embarked for Egypt in the 

liner Empress of Russia, sailing round the Cape of Good Hope as the   
Mediterranean had become too dangerous for convoys other than to 

Malta. Before moving eastwards to Libya, the Regiment was diverted to 
Cyprus (more new information) as a deterrent against another possible 
German invasion. Training there involved long marches into the hills,   
digging defensive ditches, filling them in again and marching back to 
camp. 

     Once back in Egypt, the Green Howards began their move into the  

desert. Initially without any anti-tank guns, the British forces were  
constantly moved around in response to attacks by Rommel’s Afrikakorps. 
These movements were all detailed in the documentation I had            
accumulated. Running out of everything including ammunition, - to-
wards the end, the few remaining guns were limited to just 25 rounds, 
and then 20 rounds, per day against the German armour - the 4th  and 5th  
Battalions of the Green Howards were finally surrounded and captured at Got 
el Ualeb. At this point the 4th  and 5th  Battalions essentially ceased to exist. 
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     My father was initially sent to the POW transit camp PG66 at Capua on 
the west coast of Italy before being transferred to PG53 at Sforzacosta, 
Macerata on the east coast. Conditions in the camps were bad, and 
although there are Red Cross reports available on the Internet, they are 

not something that I have yet examined, though I will eventually. My  
father managed to escape from that camp – perhaps when Italy          
capitulated, and the guards basically abandoned the camps just before 
the Germans arrived to take over. Kenneth spent some time living in the 

mountains with the partisans and dodging the German forces before  
eventually making his way back to join the British. Of the 80,000 POWs 
then in Italy, 50,000 were reported to have escaped before the Germans 

took over the camps. Many escapees were recaptured by the Germans, 
but 5-10,000 made it back to Allied lines, including Kenneth. His army 
record simply states: “Now reported escaped and reached S/Italy in   
Allied hands” on 22 June 1944. 

     This is the period I find the most intriguing, as there is no record of 
what actually happened, and as yet I have found absolutely no record of 

how he returned home from Italy. I do have an old cutting from the   
Barnsley Chronicle outlining his return home, but there was no date on 
the cutting and a line of text was lost in a fold in the paper. An      
examination of the digitised copies of the Chronicle in the Barnsley      
Archives provided the answer to the two questions. 

     Kenneth actually arrived back in the UK in July 1944 and was 
listed as ‘not to be sent overseas before 5 January 1945;’ however in   

February 1945, he was shipped back to the Middle East, this time as a 
member of the RASC, on police duties in the fighting over Jewish         
settlement in Palestine. He was finally demobbed from there at the end of 
that year. 

     That is the research to date of Kenneth’s army career, a timeline of 

which shows a very active nine years, with movements being recorded for 
almost every month. Such detail, however, generates as many questions 

as it answers, and the more we learn we realise how much we do not 
know. Why did Kenneth and his father go to Redcar and for how long? 
How did he return from Italy? I know that he sailed on one occasion on the 
liner Dominion Monarch and I have his berthing allocation slip, but where 
was he sailing to, or from? I would dearly love to know the details of his 
time as an escapee, but that is unlikely to surface. 

     And so there remains a lot of research yet to be undertaken. As a 
child, I used to be taken to visit an old army friend of his who lived in 
Grimsby, the daughter of whom kept in touch with my mother. I wrote to 
the daughter in the hope that she could provide some further information, 
but unfortunately the family had no details, Though I may yet be able to 
trace the army records of the friend. Some work at the Imperial War     
Museum on the movements of British forces through Italy might give 

some clues as to when and where he reached the British lines. The 4th   
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Battalion has its own website on the Internet, and an article there 
might stir up some response. An enquiry on the RASC website may one 
day also create a result. There remains a range of the Green Howards 
‘Gazettes’ to be studied back in Richmond, plus the references to files at 

the National Archives that have to be investigated. The point of this is 
to illustrate the fact that there is not just one source of enquiry. The 
Internet has facilitated huge research yet a reliance on just one source, 
however wide it may appear, can lead to a somewhat two-dimensional 

result. Visiting locations, interviewing or just talking to a range of people 
constitutes original research rather than just a reiteration of work by   
others. It also adds the personal content, which makes a written paper 

unique. 

     On reading through the details of what our forces endured throughout 
the two world wars, it is difficult to equate the demands that were made 
upon our forces with the limited provisions, equipment and training that 

they were given before they were sent into action. 

     In 1987 I procured for my father the medals that he had never 

claimed. It was fascinating to note that this was included on his army   
records, 43 years after his demob. I had the five medals mounted yet 
apart from the three medals that were common to many who served in 
WWII, only two – the Africa Star and the Territorial Medal – seemed to 
relate directly to him – nothing to refer to his experiences with the BEF in 

France and the evacuation from Dunkirk, nothing to refer to his time in 
Italy and nothing to refer to his time spent once more in Palestine.     

Consequently, I procured two ‘unofficial’ medals, the International       
Prisoner of War Medal and the medal struck by the town of Dunkirk and 
awarded to those who had been involved in the evacuation. Unfortunately, 
the latter was awarded only to members of the Dunkirk Association and 
after the war my father was not a man to join associations. Those two 
medals, now mounted alongside his ‘official” awards, go just some way 

towards redressing the omissions that I identify. 

     My father died in Barnsley in 1998, still a resolute Green Howard. 

Michael Galley 

Mem. No. 1837 

Please note that in the October issue of Domus Historiae Michael is 

listed as a new member but his name was wrongly added as 
Mark Galley. My apologies Michael, and thank you for this          
fascinating record of your father's military service, as well as the 
advice to use as many sources as are available. 
 

ED. 
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‘Come to the Cookhouse Door’ (Rat Au van Anyone?) 

* Food for Soldiers in the WW1 Trenches.  

Thanks to memories from the late Harry Gunns 

Reg. No 187146 Machine Gun Corps. 

     My uncle, Harry Gunns, was born in Stow, Norfolk October 1891, the  

eldest of four children and, as a railway worker, he was initially in a 

protected role when conscription began for WW1. Aged 25, and         
unmarried, Harry chose to join the newly created Machine Gun Corps in 
Halifax West Riding, having to have his father’s written permission to do 
so! 

     In my last article I said that the ‘Win the War’ Cookery Book was 
found in his effects at his death in 1974. Much of my research is        

indebted to this and family word of mouth memories. The standard Army 

ration pack, containing identical food for every soldier, was not         
introduced until after the conflict so men carried emergency "iron     
rations" in a tin – Harry had an old, battered Peak Frean’s tin, courtesy 
of his Mum! 

     In 1914 the war department set out its minimum weekly rations for 
feeding troops although conditions meant that this was immediately and 

constantly ‘reviewed’ though the boast was that our troops were well 

fed! 

20oz bread, or 16oz flour, or 4oz oatmeal 
 

8oz fresh vegetables, or 2oz dried vegetables, or 1/10 gill of lime juice 
 

4oz jam, or 4oz dried fruit 
 

4oz butter or margarine: 3oz cheese: 1/3oz chocolate (optional) 
 

1/2 gill rum or 1pint porter 
 

5/8oz tea: 1/2oz salt: 1/36oz Pepper: 1/20oz mustard 
 

Maximum 20oz tobacco 
 

     The army diet on offer from 1914 had led to problems with men  

getting skin lesions and suffering from constipation – ‘bunged up’ was 

the soldiers’ euphemism! Initially, men had received 1 pound of meat 
and 8 ounces of bread and vegetables daily but, by 1916, this had been    
considerably reduced to just 6 ounces of bully beef, (which we call 
corned beef today.) 

     By the time Harry was mobilised and sent to Northern France food 

conditions had changed as the German submarine blockade made    
supplying the Tommies increasingly difficult. 
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     Cooking over a candle or stove made from a biscuit tin was not 
unknown as   soldiers   in   the   trenches   largely   fended for     
themselves with ‘Maconochie’s meat stew and hard biscuits and bread 
hardly worthy of the name as part of their ‘diet’. 

     Maconochie’s was an Aberdeen company which manufactured a   
concoction of fatty meat and vegetables in a very thin gravy. This was 
hated by all the troops, some calling it a war crime! The other    

alternative was bully beef but the advice was to pierce the tin before 
opening it because if the can hissed the meat had ‘gone off’, a frequent 
occurrence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The bread, known as K-Brot, was increasingly produced as flour was 

becoming hard to come by in 1916 so this was made from oats, barley 

and dried potatoes with even straw being added as the war progressed. 

     The biscuits were made from salt, flour and water and were so hard 
they had to be soaked in tea or water first, apparently they were like 
dog biscuits and you could break a tooth on them very easily as Willie 
Crossley, Harry’s mate, lost his front teeth that way! 

     Away from the trenches Tommies, who were often paid in local    

currency, sourced local food and drink from the  villages Impromptu  

cafes sprung up in front rooms and were very popular serving vin 
blanc known as plonk with oeuf et frites, (egg and chips!) 

     Only a fraction of men were in the trenches at any one time   
although it was estimated by the War Department that up to 2 million 
were in France by 1917. 
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     Food was a little improved in the Field Kitchens away from the front 
lines as there were more cooks who were shown how to flavour food 
with nettles, marigolds, dock leaves and wild mushrooms to season the 
dishes. The influence of the Indian army meant curries were increasingly 

introduced and their peppers and spices added much more flavour to 
dishes. Nothing was wasted. Any leftovers were sold to the locals for 
pigswill and the dripping was saved to use in the manufacture of       
explosives! 

     I found this list of dishes but I’ve to confess that I haven’t managed 
– or wanted - to make any of the dishes, the industrial quantities can be 
adjusted if you feel brave enough to try. 

“Brown Stew” 
 

Ingredients: meat, onions, flour, mixed vegetables, pepper, salt, stock 
 

Bone meat, remove fat, cut into 1oz pieces. 
 

Place 3lb flour, ½oz pepper, ½oz salt in a bowl and mix 
 

Place stock into bottom of cooking vessel and dredge meat in flour 
 

Peel and cut up onions, wash and peel and cut up the mixed vegetables, 
add onions and vegetables to meat, mix well together and barely 
cover with stock and place in over to cook. 
 

Stir frequently            Time 2½ to 3 hours 

“Potato Pie” 
 

Ingredients: meat, potatoes, onions, pepper, salt, stock. 
 

Wash, peel, re-wash potatoes, cut large ones into halves lengthways. 
 

Bone meat cutting away fat, if meat is lean cover with slices of fat. 
 

Place potatoes in tin dish, peel and cut up onions and sprinkle over the 
potatoes; add 1½oz pepper and 3oz of salt then pour over a little stock 

or water. 
 

Place dish in oven and turn joint at half time, add stock when necessary. 
 

Time 15 minutes to each lb of meat. 

“Sea Pie” 
 

Ingredients: meat, stock, potatoes, flour, onions, baking powder, mixed 

vegetables, dripping, pepper, cold water. 
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Cut meat in cubes, taking excess fat. Wash, peel, re-wash potatoes. 
Peel and wash mixed vegetables. Peel and cut up onions. 
Place a small quantity of stock in cooking vessel 
 

Place in meat, mixed vegetables, onions, potatoes on top, season 

with pepper & salt. 
 

Barely cover with stock then cover with paste made as for meat pie. Boil 

for 2½ to 3 hours, or they may be steamed 

“Curried Cod” 
 

Clean and cut up cod and cut into 4oz steaks. 
 

Place in cooking vessel and cover with water and cook until done, when 

done strain off water, keeping sufficient of the water that the fish has 
been boiled in. 
 

Place flour, pepper, salt and curry powder in mixing bowl and mix 
well together. 
 

Add sufficient of the water to make into this paste, bring fish stock to 
the boil. 
 

Add thickening, cook for 30 mins.  Pour over cod and serve hot. 

 

     Finding Harry’s effects was the start of my researching WW1 food for 
the Tommies, there is so much more to find out but, as the war       
progressed, soldiers became increasingly resilient and inventive and  
relied on their own resources to try to improve their diet. 

     By 1918 restricted diet, the lack of meat, fruit and vegetables    

leading to vitamin deficiency were causing as many health problems for 
the army as the increasing list of injuries. It is especially poignant in 

2016 to remember, 100 years ago, the 141 days of the Battle of the 
Somme and give a thought to all those who gave their lives, especially 
the local Pals Battalions. I hope you find a ‘flavour’ of that time within 
my article. 

Margaret E. Williams 

Mem. No. 1812 

* Rat au Van. It’s said that the real truth lies in comedy. Anyone who has watched 
the final episode of Blackadder cannot fail to be moved by it. 

 

From an earlier episode, referring to the cut in meat ration, Baldrick describes the 
meat available to troops in the trenches as rat au van – rat that has been run over 
by a van!* 
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Unexpected Archives 

     Wandering round the internet the other day looking for nothing in 
particular I came across the website of the Bank of England and was 
fascinated to find that they have an archive and a museum! Why this 

surprised me I don't know, it is after all, one of the oldest institutions in 
Britain and has been at the forefront of all overseas and national      
activities since its inception in 1694. 

     Some of the documents are of course subject to controls due to the 
sensitivity of the subject matter as well as the dates involved. These are 

of the least interest to those who, like me, are more interested in the 
past. There is a sizeable digitised archive with items such as loans to 

the government during the first world war, and how they were repaid 
(or not as the case may be!) There are amazingly clear and readable 
records of minutes of meetings of various committees and notes of   
decisions made at the time. Wills, shareholders, investments as well as 
the investors, losses, gains and all the activity we expect to see in bank 

records. 

     What I didn't expect was to find a digitised archive called 'Committee 

for Lawsuits Minutes'. This archive contains several volumes dated 
from 1802 to 1908, and mainly contains details of the decisions made 
on whether to prosecute individuals accused of the old crime of 
'uttering'. No, this isn't anything to do with talking in the bank, or fibbing! 

     At the time of the Napoleonic wars a restriction period was          
introduced when the bank was not allowed to pay out gold in exchange 
for bank notes.  Instead they produced low denomination notes, (£1 
and £2) for wider use and by 1797 these were being forged and widely 

circulated across the country.   

The ‘Old Lady of Threadneedle Street’ 
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Since 1697 forgery of bank notes had been a capital offence, by 1725 
circulating these notes was also punishable by death. This, then, was 
the crime of 'uttering', and could also be applied to anyone who used a 
forged note to obtain goods or services, thereby circulating the forged notes. 

     This of course led to more 'utterers' being apprehended and there 
had to be a way of deciding if the utterance was intentional or by      

accident, or even if the person accused was indeed guilty. So on 24th 

June 1802 the Court of Directors of the Bank of England appointed the 
Committee for Lawsuits for 'the purpose of man- aging prosecutions 
in the future'. 

     Entries in these minutes include details of the charges against      
individuals; trials at assizes; and if this was a gang of forgers, whether 
or not a plea bargain could be offered to the accused in exchange for 
information on the others involved. Looking through the online minutes 
of one of these meetings I came across a reference to the 'Freshfields 

Prison Correspondence' and instantly went to find it in the index. I have 
to say that I had to laugh at the irony of this archive! 

     The Freshfields Prison Correspondence is an archive of letters and 

pleas from the accused and convicted who were in serious difficulties 
due to their imprisonment. An example is the letter sent from one Mary 
Kelly on 22nd February 1820 where she tells the Committee that she has 
no friend around to help her, she has a sick child and her mother is very 

poor. Under these circumstances it's easy to see how she could have 
been driven to 'uttering'.  On 1st March 1820 the Committee felt it 

should help her by paying her 5 shillings per week. 

     Another case which is more extensively reported is that of Johanna 

McCarthy, dated 8th April 1818, and written aboard the prison ship 
'Maria' at Deptford. She wrote that she was 'quite destitute of money 
and friends and have been confined in Newgate Bristol for 13 months.' 

The Committee for Lawsuits records that McCarthy and two other female 
convicts who were about to sail for Botany Bay should be paid £5 each 
by the Bank Solicitor. I have to wonder what the value of McCarthy's 
'utterance' was! 

     If you have a couple of hours to spare, or even if, like me, you enjoy 
this kind of thing when you have a few days when you don't have a lot 

to do, I can recommend a look at the website. It surprised me and I'm 

thinking of going down there for a hands-on-look at this stuff. 

     Online just type 'Bank of England Archives' in your search engine 

and away you go! You'll find the details of the archives held, and also 
the location of the Archive and Museum, which is of course still in 
Threadneedle Street, London. 

     They are normally open Monday to Thursday from 10 till 4.         
Excepting Bank Holidays of course! 

Maggie Bennett 
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The King’s Evil 

Back in the days when the common 
people ( like us) were less informed it 
was believed that certain illnesses 
could be cured by the  touch  of  the      
Monarch. Not very nice for the King 
(or Queen) who had to perform the     

ceremony but it was felt necessary by 
successive rulers in order to prove 
their direct connection with God, who 
gave them the right to rule. 

The custom seems to have started 
with King Edward the Confessor, in 
England who died in 1066, and Philip 

1 of France (1052-1108) also per-
formed the ceremonies of touch. The 

main illness thought to be cured by 
the touch of the monarch was a particularly nasty disease called Scrof-
ula. It was actually tuberculosis that had    infected the lymph nodes of 
the neck causing painful and frightening swelling, as well as running 
sores on the face and neck. Obviously there was no cure for this 
then, and people would grasp at any hope, though it was also known 

that the illness could simply go away of its own accord. 

Several English and French kings were believed to have inherited the 
healing touch, and it's interesting that our Royal families were actually 

genetically connected, well before the Norman Conquest. In grand   
ceremonies Kings would touch hundreds of their subjects at a time, 
though I wonder how rampant this illness was in order to find so many     
sufferers who could travel to meet their rulers and be cured. Each    

subject received a gold coin after being 
touched, which they kept and used as 
amulets. 

Eventually the whole practice of actually 
touching the common people, whether 

healthy or sick with Scrofula, became too 
dangerous or distasteful to the monarchs. 

By the end of the 1300s it was 
thought that the cure could be effected by 
handling a special coin called an Angel, 
which had been touched by the Monarch. 
This was   useful as the King (or Queen) 

was often away fighting wars (or hunting). 
The Angels went out of production during 
the 1620s but the Scrofula sufferers were 

taken into consideration before that  
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decision was made. A special gold medallion was produced, embossed with 
the same markings as the coin, and given to the sick who came for the 'touch'. 

To be fair, King Henry 1V of France touched 1500 people in one     
ceremony, and Louis XV touched more than 2000 Scrofula sufferers. The 
last English monarch to dispense the healing touch was Queen Anne who 
died in 1714, but the French Kings continued until Charles X in 1825. 

Our Scottish King James 1 (1603-1625) hated the idea of touching the 

sick and refused to take part in any of the ceremonies, but Charles 1 
(1625-1649) was an exhibitionist who loved being the centre of attention. 

He regularly held ‘curing sessions’ which Samuel Pepys enjoyed           
immensely. In his famous diary he wrote: 
 

‘1661 Apr 13 To the Banquet-House and there saw the King heal, the first 
time I ever saw him do it, which he did with great gravity, and it seemed 
to be an ugly office and a simple one’. 

One of the most famous sufferers of the disease was Samuel Johnson, the 
poet, essayist, and biographer.  He had 
been sent to a wet nurse very soon after 
his birth and the illness became obvious 

when he was returned home. It is possible 
that he had been fed on infected breast milk, 
the wet nurse's own son also had scrofula, 

though it was thought that mother's breast 
milk did not carry the disease. 

Samuel's mother, after several years of      
trying all other avenues of help finally      
decided to apply for Samuel to be 
'touched' by the King. In order for the case 

to be  considered it was necessary to have a      
certificate from the home parish attesting to 

fact of the Scrofula, then on arrival in  
London one of the Royal Physicians would 

verify the illness and certify the disease. This certificate had to be  
presented to the office in Whitehall and then a ticket would be issued 

for entry to the ceremony held at St James' Palace. The touch didn't work, 
but eventually, after years of suffering, his sores abated but left Samuel 
badly scarred. This doesn't seem to have held him back from attaining 

lasting fame. His friends were the intelligentsia of the age and he was a 
favourite subject for the artist Joshua Reynolds. The curing ceremonies 
died out during the upheavals of the Civil War when Kings were no longer 
‘Divine Beings Appointed by God’, though an effective treatment was not 

found until late in the last century when it was found to be caused by the 
tubercular bacillus.  Today a hefty course of antibiotics over a long period 
of months will be prescribed and is usually successful. 

Pictures from the Welcome Library, London, and Getty Portraits, USA 

Maggie Bennett 
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New Members and their Interests 
 
1837  Mr. Michael GALLEY 
 
 GALLEY  Notton  WRY  pre. 1847 
 GALLEY  Ardsley  WRY  1865-1920 
 GALLEY  Barnsley  WRY  1847-1900 
 NEWSOME Monk Bretton WRY  pre. 1880 
 SUTCLIFFE Barnsley  WRY  pre. 1895 
 
1838  Mrs. Susan KNIGHT and Miss Charlotte BRIDGER 

1839  Mr. Peter NORRIS 

1840         Mr. Alan MARSHALL 

1841  Mr. and Mrs. Geoff and Sheila SMAILES 

1842         Mr. Ian LODGE 

 =======#=======  

At the 2017 AGM Barnsley FHS Treasurer Pam Danforth is    

standing down.  Pam has kept the society on the straight and  

narrow for the past few years.   

Pam’s decided that now it’s time to 

hand over the reins.  However, Pam 

will not disappear completely, she will 

still keep her seat on the committee. 

Will you take up the challenge? 

For more information about the      

position please contact Pam at: 

treasurer@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

The society is also in need of a 

Search Off icer fol lowing the           

unexpected resignation of Noel 

SHAW.  Over his tenure Noel had 

successfully  answered many queries 

posed by members and some from non-members. 

If you wish to carry on from Noel, then please send an e-mail 

for more information to: 

search@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 
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The Ardsley Oaks Monument 

     Nestling in the quiet setting of Christ Church graveyard, Ardsley stands 

a monument (see back cover) erected by  

public subscription to commemorate the 

deaths of 354 miners who perished in the 

fatal explosion at the Oaks Colliery 12th and 

13th December 1866.  It also, marks the  

final resting place of thirty-five men and 

boys who perished in the catastrophe. 

     The tragedy was for fifty years the worst 

coal mine disaster in British history until the 

1913 Senghenydd explosion in South Wales, 

which killed 439 miners. 

     Plans to create a memorial to all those 
killed in the disaster were started in 1872 by 
Reverend J. KANE, vicar of Christ Church, 
Ardsley, and a dedicated small group of  
miners.  It took seven years before the   

memorial in the churchyard was completed 
in November 1879.   

   Three other panels on the memorial bear the following inscriptions:  

Left panel                                                         Right panel 

 

 

 

 
 

Rear panel 

 

 

 

 

     In 1913 a second monument was installed at Doncaster Road, Kendray 
in gratitude to Parkin JEFFCOCK and the volunteer rescuers who lost their 
lives.  It was unveiled on 4th February 1914.  Additional details about this     
memorial can be found on page 3. 

Acknowledgements: 

Plaque and back cover images:-  

© Derek Dye and licensed for reuse under the Creative Commons Licence.  

“BOAST NOT THYSELF OF 

TOMORROW FOR THOU 

KNOWEST NOT WHAT A 

DAY BRING FORTH.” 

“IT IS A FEARFUL THING TO 

FALL INTO THE HANDS OF 

THE LIVING GOD.” 

“WATCH THEREFORE FO YE 

KNOW NEITHER THE DAY 

NOR THE HOUR WHEREIN 

THE SON OF MAN COMETH.” 
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SEARCH SERVICES  

The Society is offering all its members six free searches during the year. You don‘t 

have to use them all at once, they can be spread out over the year. Arrangements 

for non-members remain the same. 

Baptisms  

Barnsley Ebenezer  

Methodist New Connexion 1862-1973  

Barnsley St. George 1832-1844  

Barnsley St. Mary              1813-1837  

Barnsley Wesleyan           1839-1910  

Bretton Chapelry 1813-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints          1800-1844  

Darton All Saints                1813-1822  

Royston St. John  1813-1831  

Silkstone All Saints  1813-1840  

Wentworth Wesleyan  1849-1980  

Wortley St. Leonard  1813-1856 

Marriages  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1837  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1837  

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1837  

Darton All Saints  1813-1822  

Penistone St. John  1800-1837  

Royston St. John  1799-1837  

Silkstone All Saints  1800-1837 

Burials  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1850  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1840  

Bretton Chapelry 1800-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1845  

Darton All Saints  1800-1845  

Denby Chapelry 1800-1856 

Dodworth St. John  1848-1934  

Hoyland Nether St. Peter  1813-1861  

Penistone St. John   1800-1856  

Royston St. John  1800-1837  

Silkstone All Saints   1800-1840  

Tankersley St. Peter  1813-1858  

Worsbrough St. Thomas  1859-1903  

Wortley St. Leonard  1800-1854 

National Probate Calendars /  

Wills Index 1858 to 1943  

Please give full name and year of death. 

Because wills were not always proved 

immediately we will search up to three 

years after the death.  

National Burial Index; Third Edition  

England & Wales. Please give full name, 

year -range and county if known.  

Soldiers who died in the Great War  

Please give full name and age if known.  

1851 Census, Barnsley Area  

Please give surname and forename(s) if 

known and age. Or request all 

occurrences of a given surname.  

1891 Census, Barnsley  

Please give surname and approximate 

age. 1891 Search results supplied as 

copy of enumeration page. 

For searches or enquiries please contact:  

The Search Officer 

  e-Mail: search@barnsleyfhs.co.uk  

If applying by post please enclose  

a large SAE 

If applicable please include your 

membership number.  
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DIARY DATES 
 
January 17th           GUEST SPEAKER 
    Scott Flaving.  The Duke of Wellington Regiment.   

 
February 21st  AGM followed by a Guest speaker. 
 
March 21st    GUEST SPEAKER 

    Martin Baggoley.  Classic Yorkshire Murders.  
 
April 18th    GUEST SPEAKER 

    Barbara Dixon.  Registration for Family Historians.   
 
May 16th    GUEST SPEAKER 
    John Titterton.  Making the most of a Will.   

 
 Best wishes for a  

Very Happy and Prosperous New Year. 
 

 
BARNSLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

This is the official journal of the Barnsley Family History Society, 

published in January, April, July and October of each year. Please send 

material for the April 2017 edition to the Editor, Maggie Bennett via       

editor@barnsleybhfs.co.uk.  Copyright clearance is the contributor’s 

responsibility and you must ensure that written and illustrative material 

does not breach copyright and that all sources are correctly 

acknowledged.  The Society accepts no responsibility for the views 

expressed in the articles published. The right to final editing lies with 

the Journal Editor. 

 

Meetings of the Society are held at Buckley Street Methodist Church 

Hall, Union Court, Barnsley, on the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 

7.30 - 9.30 pm. There is no meeting in December. Free parking is 

available and there is full wheelchair access. The venue is within easy 

reach of Barnsley town centre. 

 

For more information visit the website at www.barnsleyfhs.co.uk 
 

 
 

Copyright ©2017 Barnsley Family History Society. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction 

of any part of this publication is not permitted without the written permission of the 

editor. 
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Oaks Colliery Disaster Memorial 

Christ Church, Ardsley 
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