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President’s Report
Nick Reddan

In the first week of July, I returned from six weeks in Europe. The trip involved 
some research and some sightseeing. Both parts of the trip were good. I enjoyed 
Budapest and St Petersburg very much with their opulence of past empires. See 
nickreddan.net/europe_2017/lot_01.html
Highlights of my genealogical wanderings in England and Ireland include: 
catching up with my Barrett relations in County Galway; obtaining a copy of a 
local history for Kiltartan where some of my Barrett ancestors may have been 
buried; catching up with a number of people who share research interests; 
finding out what the civil decree books in the Registry of Deeds contained; and 
visiting the Norfolk Family History Society and discovering a few records of 
interest.
The civil decree books recorded a tenant’s interest in land when it was returned 
by a court to the landlord usually for non-payment of rent or desertion. What 
is surprising is the small number of these events in the books (fewer than 
200) between 1817 and 1883. Many other leases had clauses of distress and 
surrender making the recourse to the courts a rare event.
As my great-great-grandfather was born somewhere in Norfolk I joined the 
Norfolk Family History Society a couple of years ago. While in England this time, 
I took the opportunity to catch a train to Norfolk and visit their research centre. 
Though I achieved no breakthroughs, as a consolation prize they gave me a 
copy of the CD of Norfolk Archdeaconry Marriage Licence Bonds.
At the British Library, after a bit of to-ing and fro-ing, I was able to photograph 
a list of mid-17th century tenants near Kilmallock and a list of electors in the 
parliamentary election for Limerick City in 1732. These have been added to my 
transcription projects list. I was able to scratch off another of my transcription 
tasks with the publication of a database for the Dublin Directory 1775 
(http://www.irishancestors.ie/search/dublin1775) which includes information 
from a directory I obtained last year in Dublin.
Society matters
The annual general meeting (AGM) is coming up soon (November meeting) 
and brings into focus the need to fill some key positions critical to the running 
of our Society. The Secretary, Treasurer, Education and Events Manager, and 
Facilities Manager have all indicated that they do not wish to serve in their 
current roles next year. In addition, I have not received expressions of interest 
to indicate we can fill all eight ordinary council members.
If we are to continue to function as an organisation providing benefits to our 
members we need people to step forward and take on these important roles. 
There are many other volunteer opportunities where people can contribute to 
our Society and I also encourage you to do so, however, without filling the above 
key roles we will not be able to sustain the fabric of the Society and ongoing 
services to our members. Please speak to me or another member of Council if 
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From the Editor
Rosemary McKenzie

Welcome to snow in Canberra! Yes, it has snowed – I can see it on the hills and 
mum has just phoned from somewhere warmer to make sure I haven’t frozen.
Copyright can be a very hot topic, and a big thank you Jennifer, who has been 
able to finish cataloguing the Dutch book collection, and has put together a very 
informative article for us about this often confusing topic.
In response to my suggested themes of pets and railways our members have 
put together some very interesting contributions. Without looking at the picture 
read the first paragraph of John Mercer’s story, and see if you think the same as 
I did! Aleysha’s story of the Irish Orphan Girls is timely as there is an anniversary 
coming up in May 2018. We have a couple of co-authored articles so hopefully 
you won’t be confused by the ‘me’ and ‘we’ and ‘our’ and ‘I’. Thank you to our 
proof readers who untangled some of them for me.
HAGSOC has a new SIG! Yes, a DNA SIG has come into being – information in 
this journal. While I on the PNG Unlock the Past Cruise in July I met Robyn who 
had just put together an article about her DNA experiences and she has kindly 
allowed it to be included in our journal.
It is with sadness though that we farewell David Rymer. When I first joined the 
Society his name was one of those frequently spoken of, with his contributions 
and helpfulness particularly in committee positions. Also sadly, an enthusiastic 
family historian, Margaret Fletcher late of Bywong, passed away. She had been a 
member of HAGSOC since 1994. Our thoughts are with both families and friends.
The next journal is already taking shape with a story about the Victorian 
Suffragette Petition. The Writers SIG is putting together some “female ancestors” 
and “Christmas” stories, vignettes and snippets. Can you add to them? Your 
contributions don’t need to be long. I do have a need for interesting fillers: a 
paragraph about the suggested theme, an interesting book you’ve read, or a 
helpful website. if it relates to family history others may find it helpful too. Our 
reader base is 1000+, and you never know who may turn up if you put your 
surname of interest out there.

you can help. I encourage you all to come to the AGM and have your input to 
who runs our Society.
Note that one of the changes we made to our constitution at last year’s AGM 
was the introduction of electronic notifications. This means that your AGM notice 
and report to members may by delivered to your e-mail address rather than 
being posted to you. Using e-mail notices will be a significant cost saving to the 
Society. In that frame of mind, you can at any time sign up to receive this Journal 
electronically saving printing and postage costs, simply let the membership 
secretary know.
I hope your research efforts bear some fruit and look forward to seeing you at a 
monthly meeting or other event.
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Overview of Australian Copyright
Jennifer Barnes 

Genealogists interact with copyright from two opposite perspectives. They are 
creators who want to protect the family histories they have created. And they 
are also members of the community who want to use material created by others 
that may be subject to copyright. This article gives an overview of Australian 
copyright law that may apply in these circumstances.

Disclaimer
The information in this article is not legal advice. Copyright law is very 
complex and there are often exceptions to the general principles. This article 
is only a guide to some of the elements of Australian copyright that relate to 
genealogists who are creating their family histories. To find out if copyright 
applies to your particular situation, it is advisable to obtain legal advice from a 
qualified legal practitioner who practises in this area of law.

What is copyright?
Copyright is not one single ‘right’, but rather a number of rights, which are 
exclusive to the copyright owner. The rights give the copyright owner the ability 
to do certain things in relation to an original work, for example, to publish the 
work, to reproduce it in material form or to communicate it to the public.

Only legal entities may own copyright. Individuals and incorporated bodies such 
as companies are legal entities; business names are not. The person must be a 
‘qualified person’, that is, they must be an Australian citizen or a person resident 
in Australia.

How is copyright protected?
Copyright in Australia is protected under Australia legislation: the Copyright Act 
1968 and the Copyright Regulations 1969. This legislation can be accessed at: 
https://www.legislation.gov.au (Federal Register of Legislation). The Copyright 
Act 1968 commenced on 1 May 1969, so the law for dealing with the copyright 
ownership of material created before that date may be different.

There is also a body of case law where copyright disputes have gone before the 
courts. These court cases can be accessed at: www.austlii.edu.au (Australasian 
Legal Information Institute).

Although there are apparent similarities in the copyright law of Australia and 
other common law countries such as the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America, the only law that applies in Australia is Australian law. Even 
reputable Australian websites, when referring to Australian copyright law, may 
inadvertently include links to UK or USA copyright law, or use terminology 
and concepts from the legislation of these countries which is not applicable in 
Australia.
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What does copyright protect?
Copyright protects the rights of an ‘author’ relating to certain types of intellectual 
property, known as ‘works’. A work is a ‘literary, dramatic, musical or artistic 
work’ and explanations of these terms are found in section 10 of the Copyright 
Act 1968. The work must be ‘original’, that is, it is not merely a copy of something 
else. 

What does copyright not protect?
Copyright does not protect names, titles, slogans, ideas, concepts, information, 
styles or techniques. For example, if a person takes the names and dates from 
your family tree and puts them into their own family tree, this is not a breach of 
copyright, because this material is only information.

Copyright also does not protect other types of intellectual property such as 
patents, designs, trade marks, circuit layouts, new plant varieties and confidential 
information, which are protected by other legislation.

How do I get copyright?
Copyright is free and applies automatically when something that is original and 
that can be classified as a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work is first ‘fixed’ 
into material form, for example, written down, drawn, photographed, recorded 
on audio or video tape or saved to computer disc. 

Do I have to register my copyright?
Copyright cannot be registered in Australia.

In order to prove copyright ownership, it is advisable to retain relevant evidence 
relating to the creation of the material. Sending a copy of the work to oneself by 
registered mail or putting the ‘copyright notice’ on material does not establish 
copyright ownership.

Do I have to have a copyright notice and/or use the copyright symbol ©?
In Australia, material that meets the requirements for copyright protection is 
protected whether or not the ‘copyright notice’ is used. However, the use of the 
copyright notice informs other people that the work is subject to copyright, and 
provides them with the name of the copyright owner. The copyright notice is put 
on the work by the copyright owner.

The copyright notice is usually in the form of the copyright symbol © with the 
name of copyright owner and the year of first publication, for example, © Jennifer 
Barnes 2017. If you have a website and do updates over time, the copyright 
notice can reflect this, for example, © Jennifer Barnes 2015-2017.

You may use a pseudonym (pen name or nom de plume) in your copyright 
notice. However, if you choose to first publish using a pseudonym, and your 
actual name cannot be found when people want to use your material, the 
duration of copyright protection is less than if you had used your actual name.
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Do I have to include ‘All rights reserved’?
If the work is first being published in Australia, it is not necessary to state ‘All 
rights reserved’. However, if you plan to first publish the work overseas, you 
need to obtain legal advice.

Who owns copyright?
The general rule is that the ‘author’ is the first owner of copyright if the work is 
a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work, including a computer program. An 
‘author’ is a person who gives expression to the ideas or information in a work, 
and does not merely contribute ideas or suggestions. 

Genealogists often want to use personal letters and photographs in their family 
histories. 

Generally a personal letter or an email is protected under copyright and is 
usually owned by the person who wrote it. If the writer has died, copyright will 
usually be owned by their beneficiaries. 

For photographs, the author is generally the person who takes the photograph. 
However, there are several exceptions. For more information, see Australian 
Copyright Council Information Sheet G011v18 December 2014 Photographers 
& Copyright and Australian Copyright Council Information Sheet G035v12 
December 2014 Photographs – Copying Photos You’ve Paid For.

Who owns copyright on the Internet?
Whole websites may not be protected by copyright. However, component parts 
of a website, such as text, artworks, logos and computer software may be 
protected. The same laws and principles of copyright apply to material on the 
Internet. For example, the person who writes comments in an online forum, 
takes a photograph that they share online or makes a video and uploads it is 
the first copyright owner unless one of the exceptions applies. Two common 
exceptions are if a person created the material as an employee or there was 
Government involvement in the creation and publication of the material.

It may be difficult to determine the copyright owner because people post material 
on their website without owning the copyright. You cannot assume that this 
material has the permission of the copyright owner to be used on that site. If the 
material was pirated, it would be a breach of copyright to download or copy it.

Short bits of text on the Internet are unlikely to be considered to be a ‘literary 
work’ or a ‘substantial part’ if they are from a larger piece of text, and so copyright 
may not apply. It may depend on how ‘substantial part’ is interpreted.

How long does copyright last?
It is currently important to determine if a work has been ‘published’, because 
this affects the duration of copyright. Something is ‘published’ if the material 
has been made available with the permission of the copyright owner and copies 
have been made available to the general public, whether by sale or otherwise. 
The meaning of ‘publication’ is set out in section 29 of the Copyright Act 1968.
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On and after 1 January 2005, the general rule for works published during the 
creator’s life is that copyright lasts for the life of the creator plus 70 years. Where 
works were not published during the creator’s life and were still in copyright on 
1 January 2005, copyright duration is generally 70 years after the year of first 
publication. 

Please note that copyright has expired for photographs taken before 1955, 
regardless of whether they were published or not. 

For tables of copyright duration, see Australian Copyright Council Information 
Sheet G023v17 August 2014 Duration of Copyright.

Material in which copyright has expired may be referred to as being ‘in the public 
domain’. Once copyright has expired, anyone may use that material without 
needing copyright permissions or clearances and copyright cannot be revived 
by subsequent publication or in any other way.

Important changes to the length of copyright will commence on 1 January 2019 
and apply to copyright material created before 1 January 2019 that has not been 
published or otherwise made public. These changes mean that an unpublished 
work will have the same term of copyright protection as a published work. 
Instead of unpublished works having copyright in perpetuity, copyright will last 
until the end of 70 years after the end of the calendar year in which the author 
of the work died.

Until 1 January 2019, the duration of copyright for unpublished works remains 
as above.

Are there any exceptions?
Copyright is infringed when people use, without permission, copyright material 
in any of the ways exclusively controlled by the copyright owner. However, there 
are some exceptions. 

The Copyright Act 1968 provides for people to use copyright material without 
the owner’s permission in certain circumstances, and includes ‘fair dealing’ for 
certain purposes. ‘Dealing’ with copyright material means using the material 
in any of the ways reserved to the copyright owner. Whether a person’s use 
is ‘fair’ depends on the circumstances of the case. For more information see 
the Australian Copyright Council Information Sheet G079v07 May 2014 Fair 
Dealing: what can I use without permission?

Australian copyright law does not have provisions for ‘fair use’, which is used in 
USA copyright law.

What are moral rights?
Moral rights are personal legal rights belonging to the creators of copyright 
works and so cannot be assigned or licensed. In Australia it is not necessary for 
an author to expressly assert their moral rights, although they may choose to do 
so. Moral rights last for the same period as copyright protection, except for films, 
where each creator’s right of integrity lasts only for the creator’s lifetime. The 
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creator of the material has the moral right to have their work attributed to them, 
for example, in footnotes or endnotes. 

What happens after the copyright owner dies?
Copyright is a form of property and so may be bequeathed in a will and inherited. 
Who becomes the copyright owner when the original copyright owner dies 
depends on whether the former owner had a will or if they died without a will 
(intestate).

If there is a will, it may say who receives the copyright. If there is a will but it 
does not mention copyright, it forms part of the residual estate, which is the part 
of the estate left after the specific bequests have been made. If there is no will, 
copyright is distributed according to the laws relating to intestacy.

Do I need to get permission?
The following questions may assist you in deciding if you need to obtain 
permission from the copyright owner.

• Was the material created before 1 May 1969? (This may affect copyright 
ownership.)

• Is the material a ‘work’ as set out in the Copyright Act 1968? If it is, then it 
may be protected by copyright. 

• Is the work original? (It must be original to be protected by copyright.)

• Has the work been published as defined by the Copyright Act 1968? (This 
affects the length of copyright protection.)

• Has copyright expired? (The work is in the public domain and copyright 
permission is not required.)

• How am I using the work? Does the use fall under the fair dealing exceptions 
of the Copyright Act 1968? Do any other exceptions apply? (This affects 
whether the work can be used without permission.)

• Am I using quotes and extracts? (You may need to only cite the source.)

How do I get permission?
You need to contact the copyright owner. This may not be easy. However, the 
Copyright Act 1968 does not permit the use of material without permission if the 
copyright owner cannot be contacted.

How do I find the copyright owner?
Sometimes the copyright owner contact details may be included in the material, 
or they may be contacted through their publisher. Alternatively, there may be 
a licence available from a copyright collecting society, such as the Copyright 
Agency Limited, that covers the intended use. 
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If there is no licence available through the Copyright Agency Limited, they may 
be able to contact the copyright owner on a person’s behalf. The Australian 
Society of Authors may also be able to assist with contacting an author who 
is a member. Some libraries have special services to assist with copyright 
permissions, for example, the State Library of New South Wales Copyright 
Permissions Service and the Australian Libraries Gateway.

The National Archives of Australia holds the records of the voluntary registration 
of copyright from 1912-1966 and there is an online search facility. However, this 
will not necessarily identify the copyright owner.

What if I just cannot find the copyright owner?
Some publishers and others make a commercial decision to use copyright 
material despite having failed to find the copyright owner. They weigh the risks 
of a copyright owner bringing an infringement action against them against the 
benefits of reproducing a book. They sometimes include a statement (‘good 
faith notice’) saying they have tried to find the copyright owner, and that they are 
willing to pay the copyright owner a reasonable fee. A good faith notice does not 
give legal protection from being sued for infringement, although it may show the 
copyright owner that the failure to obtain permission was because they could 
not be found.

How do I obtain copyright permission for material on a website?
If you want to use Internet material and are unsure if you need to ask permission, 
it is worthwhile looking at the website to see if permission is already given on 
the site itself. The permission may be express or implied. Permission is express 
if there is a statement on the website that states that you may do certain 
things such as downloading a document for personal or non-commercial uses. 
Permission is implied if it is not expressly stated, but is implied from all the 
circumstances, for example, there is a button for a ‘printer friendly version’, or 
to ‘email to a friend’.

Do I need to put it in writing?
Copyright is valuable property and creators and owners of copyright should deal 
with it in a business-like way. It is advisable to get legal advice before signing 
any document dealing with copyright, or before finalising any other arrangement 
relating to copyright.

Copyright may be assigned (transferred or sold) or licensed to another person. 
It is recommended that you put in writing any permission, license or agreement 
concerning copyright that you make with another person. This makes it clear 
to both parties what their rights are and may avoid a dispute later on when it is 
difficult to remember what was said and intended.

Further information
Australian Copyright Council Information Sheets at http://www.copyright.org.au
The Copyright Agency Limited at https://www.copyright.com.au
© Jennifer Barnes 2017
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Bob and Me
John Mercer

As a baby, I was bathed in the tin bath on the kitchen table. I am told Bob would 
try to climb onto the wooden kitchen chair and then onto the table and try to join 
me in the tub. I was never told whether he succeeded. He was one year older 
than me. 
Bob was a brown and white short haired mongrel dog. He was probably a 
heritage of dozens of breeds but with strains of terrier and whippet in him. This 
made for a very affectionate and obstinate creature who could run endlessly. He 
had beautiful soft brown eyes that twinkled when he was happy or being petted. 
Although he was well fed, Bob had an enormous appetite. He could turn on a 
pleading look with those big brown eyes that ensured he got extra or some tit 
bits. Bob was never properly trained but would come if called or whistled.
Originally my grandfather’s dog, Bob accompanied us when we moved, as a 
young family, to our own first home. This was far better than his restricted life 
in the terraced house backyard of my grandparents. In his new home, Bob had 

a large field of long grass at the back of the 
house where he roamed and ran freely but 
was always home for dinner. Later I used to 
join him and we would play with balls and 
sticks during weekends and school holidays. 
Over the years, he protected his field and 
“marked” his new territory. Several times Bob 
would come home with bites and scratches 
from his fights. My mother would lovingly bathe 
the wounds and apply her special ointment. 
He was always there to protect myself and 
friends from the local bullies. On occasions, he 
was known to escape the garden and join me 
as I walked with friends to our primary school 
some two miles away. He always appeared to 
find his way home. A couple of times Bob tried 
to join me in class from the playground, which 
didn’t go down well with the teachers.

When I was ten we moved to a new home. The old home was turned into a 
doctor’s surgery to cater for the growing council and private housing being built 
in that area. The new house was in a more suburban area in the north west of 
the town with leafy tree-lined streets all with front and back gardens. Bob burying 
and uncovering his bones in the back garden was a source of annoyance to my 
mother with her vegetable patch regularly uprooted.
Within a mile’s walk there was a large sports field that backed onto a golf course. 
Next to it was a wooded area with small limestone hillocks and a stream as well 
as the sewerage works, which did offer an interesting odour when windy. This 

Bob and Me 
Prescot Lancashire England 1949
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was a special place for myself and friends to spend many of our non-school 
days playing cowboys and Indians, war games and explorers. 
We always had a packed lunch, fruit or snack as we were out all day with none 
of the present day fears of child predators. In any case, many times we had our 
protector Bob. For many of our games he was our hunting dog. This was ideal 
country for him, running after rabbits, chasing after birds, and finding mice, with 
very few other dogs to disturb him.
Bob was quite the gigolo. Many evenings when the local dogs were “on heat”, 
he would jump the garden fence and be on the prowl. Bob would sit outside 
neighbours’ homes and serenade his paramours with an ongoing howl. Many a 
neighbour threw a bucket of water over him.
When we noticed he had gone, or heard the howls, we would follow the noise. 
It was then a chase before eventually cornering him. Bob was then put on his 
lead and dragged back home, where he would be kept inside. Once settled in 
his basket in the kitchen Bob would curl up with a glint in his soft brown eyes. 
The town had a lot of dogs that looked like him.
By the time Bob was 15, he was becoming a grumpy old man. Unfortunately, he 
had a growth on his back that the vet had always said was not dangerous but 
he did nip if you stroked too near it. He was also getting rheumatism in his hips 
and spent more of his time asleep in his basket in the warmth. 
One day Bob escaped. We searched for weeks trying to find him to no avail. He 
had a collar but no one ever reported finding him or his body. It was sad and we 
hoped he did not suffer. Bob did have a good life and was loved as a member 
of the family. He provided me with a great deal of protection and companionship 
throughout my childhood and youth.

1898 to 1997 (Father, Pop)
William North & Karenn Layne

Written in 2006 by William John Leslie NORTH (b.1922).
As a young man, Lionel Leslie Eric NORTH worked for Fisher’s Bakery at 
Chatswood, Sydney and he met his wife, Winifred (nee GRIFFITHS), when he 
delivered bread to her home. In later years he moved to the western suburbs of 
Sydney and worked as a bread carter for Carrie’s Bakery at Wentworthville and 
at odd times fixed their ovens. Time progressed and he became an employee of 
the NSW Railways and commenced as a call boy, working his way up through 
time clerk, acting fireman, fireman, acting driver and driver.

During the war years he was security screened so as to be a safe person to 
convey troops and take special trains into Dunkeved Ammunition Factory.

He was a kind man. I remember him during the winter months he would 
‘accidentally’ drop coal from the engine where some poor families lived along 

Lionel Leslie Eric North
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the railway line. It was a risky thing to do because, if he had been caught, he 
would have been sacked.

During his life, like his father, he had no wish to own or drive a motor vehicle. 
However he made up for this with his strong feelings towards the three horses 
he owned – Bruno, Jerry and Kitty. In the time he had these horses, he also had 
to be his own vet.

Bruno was a beautifully bred horse; 
chestnut gelding, very admired and many 
locals came to Pop to ride him, which he 
allowed. It was one day a person named 
Kelso came to Pop to buy Bruno and was 
refused several times. This Kelso had a 
contract to supply horses for the Indian 
Army. The Kelso fellow was also a known 
thief. Some weeks after the last offer made 
by Kelso, Bruno was stolen. About a month 
later, Uncle Dick (Albert George b.1896) 
heard a ship was leaving Sydney for India. 
So he and Pop went to the Sydney wharf 
and sure enough horses were being loaded 
for shipment to India. Both he and Uncle 
Dick saw Bruno, recognising him by his brand marks, going aboard the ship but 
they could not do a thing as the horse was now the property of the Indian Army. 
The Police had no power to remove the horse from the shipment and the loss of 
this horse really upset Pop. 

It was a while before he took a liking to a horse he named Jerry. Jerry was a bit 
hard to handle and to cut a long story short, one day it ran into a fence cutting a 
great piece of flesh away from its withers. This bleeding was so bad that it had 
to be stitched up quickly. Pop, the vet, rushed into the house got a small bag, 
needle and some macramé twine and stitched the wound up, dabbed kerosene 
all over the wound, and it healed successfully. Amazingly even though this horse 
was very flighty it stood perfectly still the whole time it was being stitched up. It 
must have known that Pop was trying to save its life.

As I said previously Pop had to be the vet. Bruno at times had a problem in the 
manure department and, every now and again, needed an enema. So Pop had 
a hand pump made in the railways to use and the idea worked. The process was 
to pump three or four buckets worth of soapy water into the rear end and sit and 
wait for the explosion that cleaned the horse out. Just imagine what happened! 
Pop had a great sense of humour. The first time this event happened we could 
not stop Pop from laughing. He said the horse was smiling with great relief. It 
can be said that horses were a great part of his life.

In his early life as a young boy he lost a lot of schooling as he was the one always 
called upon to get meals to his father at all hours, or go to other places. All his 
life he tried to educate himself. At one stage he went through the dictionary 

William and Lionel
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writing words hundreds of times to really understand their meaning. As a result 
of this, when we (Bill & Freda) were living in Brisbane, letters would arrive with 
the most flowery words and we would have to look them up in the dictionary 
ourselves to make certain we understood the meaning of what he wanted to say.

This constant desire to know more also took a toll on his health. Whilst studying 
for railway exams it caused him to have a nervous breakdown which lasted over 
four years. Even though I, Bill, regularly questioned him to help him get ready for 
the exams, he failed three times. He knew the procedure for an engine driver but 
on the day of the examination he couldn’t express himself in the required time. It 
was some years before he became a full time driver. He was a driver before he 
passed the exams when there was a staff shortage.

The first year of his nervous disorder was terrible for him and the rest of the 
family and at times he would just sit and cry. During his time of this sickness he 
became very interested in roses and eventually had about 200. Each day he 
would walk around the garden naming all the different rose names. It was great 
therapy and this helped him recover.

He had some good luck during his life. He once fell from an engine and was in St 
Joseph’s Hospital at Auburn for a week being treated for a broken spine which 
turned out to be a false alarm.

He fell many times at Pendle Hill Station while jumping off goods trains that had 
given him a lift from Clyde. Since he carried a large metal tucker box and bicycle 
with him, it was no wonder that he fell off! The goods trains couldn’t stop for him 
as their wagon was still halfway to Wentworthville.

I’ve previously mentioned that he had to be the vet for his horses. Let me tell 
you that he was a doctor to himself also. Unfortunately he suffered by having 
boils on his body. Due to exposure to excessive heat many of them turned into 
carbuncles and to get relief, to continue to be able to work and prevent blood 
poisoning, he would get a cut throat razor and lance the carbuncles. He certainly 
had a degree of toughness during his life.

He always said to me that he had a great 
life and we must believe him because to 
have lived like he did for 98 years and 
just simply pass away quietly would have 
been his wish.

As long as records are kept, it will be seen 
that he was the first owner/occupier of 26 
Tungarra Road, Girraween, and that he 

personally built a heritage listed home on that property.

History says that Governor Macquarie became aware that Dr Charles Wentworth 
was not earning enough as a Doctor, so the Governor awarded Wentworth a 
parcel of land some 2200 acres in the parish of Prospect. Pop purchased his 
land from Dr Charles WENTWORTH.

William, Douglas, Lionel, Gordon and Leslie
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Celebration Luncheon 19 Oct 2014
Pam Ray FHGSC

The following was presented by longtime former Councillor and President, Pam Ray, at 
the HAGSOC celebration luncheon in 2014. As we approach the 53rd anniversary the 
history and transition of HAGSOC over that time may be of interest to current members.
Welcome to fellow members and your guests.

I am honoured to have been asked to present an address at the 50th anniversary 
luncheon. I am also pleased to be given the opportunity to speak to you all, as 
a turbulent eighteen months (which included the death of my husband Alan) 
left me without motivation to contribute to the published history of HAGSOC, 
produced for this anniversary.

I have a sneaking feeling that I might have been asked to give this address 
because I’m old, the fourth oldest [not years of age, but membership years] 
after Niel GUNSON, Bill MARSH and Ced PRATT. For those who do not know 
me I joined HAGSOC in 1970, when it was 4 years old, and was on the Council 
for twenty-three years, four of those as President. I had already for some years 
been a keen member of the Canberra and District Historical Society [CDHS] 
because of my mother’s interest in the Canberra area – her family having lived 
here since 1848.

The issue of TAS of Sep 2004 gives much detail of the Society’s history. 

In this talk I plan to give you some nostalgic impressions from my own experience, 
on the then and now, changes, personalities and the Society’s achievements. 

HAGSOC was the third genealogical society to be founded in Australia, after 
the Society of Australian Genealogists [SAG] and the Genealogical Society of 

Victoria [GSV]. A certain snobbish air hung 
about these two older societies at the time, a 
bit like ‘old families’. The guiding personality 
in HAGSOC’s very early years was Niel 
GUNSON. Niel used to tell an amusing story 
about new applicants applying to join GSV, 
of which he was a member. The secretary, 
always given her correct title of ‘Miss …’ 
would ask ‘Do we know them?’

Meeting attendance and customs. The Society’s first secretary, Iain MCKAY, 
recorded in the minutes of the very first meeting a list of the fourteen attendees, 
with four apologies. This record demonstrates some differences between then 
and now. There was a strict order of precedence, first Mrs Guy BAKEWELL from 
GSV, then Dr GUNSON, next Major SARGENT, followed by the rest in strict 
alphabetical order by surname. Apologies were read from Mr and Mrs. Thorn. 

HAGSOC 50 Years
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The minutes would read differently now. Social changes would result in ‘Pam 
RAY’ with no reference to title or husband. A military man would be just Michael 
D’ARCY. Many early members were prominent in scholarly fields, as was Niel 
GUNSON. Jessie ASHTON was a member heavily involved in community 
organisations and politics, Nan PHILLIPS was secretary of the CDHS and 
worked at the Australian Dictionary of Biography. Clem Sargent became a key 
figure in the Australian Military History Society.

Attendance at the first year’s meetings in 1964 averaged nine. Membership 
remained in the twenties for some time. Compare this with the huge crowd at 
our last meeting when nearly eighty people learned about early settlers and the 
history of Braidwood. 

Education and research help. When I joined HAGSOC I was glad to see 
two faces I knew – Bill MARSH, whom I knew from Sunday school at Wesley 
Church in Forrest, and Reg ALDER, a fellow bushwalker. At meetings we 
used to sit around a few small tables pushed together in a tutorial room in the 
Coombs Building, ANU. On the tables would be members’ charts, notes, the 
few HAGSOC – owned books as well as members’ private books for all to share 
while discussing very informally our findings and problems. I suppose this could 
be regarded as the forerunner of the beginners’ courses which are now run so 
professionally with all the technical aids which were not invented at the time of 
HAGSOC’s early meetings.

One outstanding personality in the 1970s and 1980s was Bill MARSH. He had 
wonderful public relations skills and under his leadership HAGSOC membership 
increased hugely to over 1500. Not too long after I joined the Society new 
members who came along were Grahame THOM [my genealogical ‘other half’ 
for many years], Terry PERROT, Ellen MCDONALD, Neville and June PENNY 
and Peter PROCTER. This brought the average age of society members way 
down as all of the people just mentioned were then, like me, in their thirties. 
We all had busy jobs and young families as well as our passion for genealogy. 
Among the current membership I am sad to say that there are not too many 
people in their thirties. 

Innovations and publications. Being an energetic young group made it 
easy to interest them and others in many extra activities. One such was the 
program which I organized in the 1970s, with Council’s approval, of transcribing 
cemeteries in south-east NSW. Those of us who took part will always remember 
taking our families to Tumut to give talks to that fledgling group and to transcribe 
some cemeteries. We had tents and caravans and around a campfire that night 
when the kids were in bed we had a hilarious time trying to devise a bumper 
sticker for the society to sell as a money raiser. The red wine was talking with 
some of the less respectable slogans suggested, but we succeeded in the end. 
A similar good time was had when we camped in the local caravan park and 
transcribed the Young cemetery in the early 1980s. 

A signal achievement was that we published about eight volumes of transcriptions 
in the 1970s and 1980s, typed [no computers then] largely by Ellen MCDONALD 



94 The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 3

and me. A huge number of volunteers took part in the transcription days, even 
our children helped. Approval was given at a Council meeting, where we sat 
around in armchairs at ANU, for publication of the first volume, with seed money 
in the form of a loan of $100 each being provided by Grahame THOM, the 
PENNYs and me. We never did ask for it back. 

These early Council meetings were noted for the fact that our then secretary, 
who should remain nameless, always rose from his chair, packed up his papers, 
said goodbye on the dot of 10pm and left the rest of us to carry on for another 
hour or two even if Council business had not finished. He got a ribbing about 
this.

An achievement in 1976, largely a Bill MARSH initiative, was publication of the 
first issue of our quarterly journal, The Ancestral Searcher. Before this came off 
the ‘press’ there were long discussions in Council about a name. Although none 
of us was altogether happy with the final choice we had to avoid using names 
of existing journals, which were beginning to proliferate at this time. The Society 
then had forty-two members.

Outreach and involvement in the wider world of genealogy. One notable 
achievement of HAGSOC was that it was never insular, but always an outward 
looking society. We were early members of Australasian Federation of Family 
History Organisations (AFFHO) and The Federation of Family History Societies 
(UK). Further evidence of our commitment to the wider field of genealogy came 
in the form of the Travelling Roadshow tours, an educational outreach activity, 
started in 1979 to help new or small societies wanting access to expertise not 
available in their ranks. In 1981 the first beginners course was held, open to 
all comers, and this is still an educational activity of HAGSOC. We tried not to 
nominate members of our own society for awards given by AFFHO and were 
bemused to find that other societies ALWAYS nominated one of their members. 
Grahame THOM and June PENNY were and are prominent in keeping our links 
with AFFHO strong and June was honoured for her contribution at the Congress 
in Adelaide in 2012.

The first Australasian Congress was held in Melbourne in 1977. I was fortunate 
enough to be sent to it by the National Library, where I was working at the time. 
Bill MARSH suggested we host the triennial event in 1986. This was voted by 
many attendees as the best such conference they had attended. Even the great 
Anthony Camp of the prestigious Society of Genealogists (London) thought so. 
There was a casual friendliness about it that was very appealing, especially 
to overseas visitors accustomed to more formality. HAGSOC took the trouble 
to bring the best speakers to Canberra following their participation in later 
Congresses. And here we are about to host another Congress on a grander 
scale in March 2015.

Time for a few more personalities. A cemetery picnic at Braidwood in the 
1980s saw a newcomer to the MI (monumental inscription) transcribing crowd. 
I thought to myself ‘He seems like a nice fellow’ and eventually asked him if 
he would be interested in standing for Council. He was. It was only later that I 



95The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 3

learned that he was involved in the printing and publishing world and he joined 
our ranks at just the right time. This of course was Don MOUNTAIN who brought 
our publications up to a much more professional standard. Barbara MOORE 
was called by June PENNY ‘our treasured treasurer’ when Barbara was a 
member of HAGSOC council. She was a wizard with finance, but now springs to 
mind for most members when the word Ireland crops up. June PENNY’s great 
energy and administrative ability were of great value to the Society during her 
many years on Council and as President.

That brings me to another achievement of HAGSOC – SIGs (Special Interest 
Groups), which cater for so many interests. They blend education with fellowship 
and allow for the small group interaction which was a feature of the Society’s 
earliest meetings.

I have not mentioned my own special interest, namely the HAGSOC library 
and the Monday nighters who select and process new material. The Monday 
Nighters exemplify the best of what the earliest members tried to foster as the 
HAGSOC tradition: professionalism, dedication, good humour, harmonious 
teamwork, and mutual support.

There are too many loyal and long serving members of the HAGSOC family 
to mention each one, but this is probably an appropriate time to remember 
just a few of those whose active membership we valued but who have died, 
These include foundation members Iain MCKAY and Michael CRAWFORD, 
later members such as Michael D’ARCY, Thelma and George CHIPPENDALE, 
Ken and Mollie MEADOWS, Willis CROCKER, Vera COBDEN, Ken LAYCOCK, 
Brian and Barbara PORTEILS, John DAVIES, and Margaret QUINCE.

I hope you, like me, value HAGSOC not only for the research facilities it provides, 
human and printed or computer, but for the friendship and support to be found 
among fellow members. In conclusion my hope is that this continues to be the 
case for many years ahead.

Note: Since this talk Ced PRATT has passed away.

All the presidents (L to R) Rosemary McKenzie, Neil Gunson, Bill Marsh, 
June Penny, Pam Ray, Dick Stevens, Julie Hesse and Jannette Hahn.
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Steaming Southwards
Robyn Coghlan

In the Protestant cemetery outside the village of Gunning in southern New 
South Wales is the grave of my great grandmother, Maria CURTIS, who died at 
nearby Fish River on 6 August 1876. Fish River is a short stream that rises east 
of Collector and flows north towards Breadalbane then westward past Gunning 
to the Lachlan River. Some kilometres east of Gunning, the main railway line 
between Sydney and Melbourne runs close to the old Hume Highway. Between 
the northern side of the highway and the railway line, near where they cross the 
Fish River, a stand of fruit trees and other exotic bushes can still be seen. These 
were originally planted in the gardens around the workers’ cottages at the Fish 
River railway siding. 
This site had been chosen to enable a pumping station and water tower to 
supply water for the steam engines before they climbed up the Cullerin Range 
en-route to Yass. The track was subsequently realigned to avoid this steep climb. 

The Fish River station ceased 
being used in 1975. There are 
no longer any buildings but the 
siding is still evident and the 
site is occasionally used for 
maintenance works, such as 
stockpiling old sleepers.
The township of Goulburn, some 
forty kilometres to the east, had 
been the end of the railway line 

from Sydney for five years until it was extended to Gunning in 1875. Maria 
and her husband, James, were in Goulburn in 1870 when their last child (my 
grandmother, Alice), was born. Alice’s birth certificates states her place of birth 
as Goulburn Railway Station and her father’s occupation as engine cleaner.
Hannah Maria Phelps GARDINER had married James CURTIS, labourer, in 
Gloucester, England, in 1851. A year or so later, they left James’ home village 
of Daglingworth when, presumably, he started working for the railways. Their 
two sons were born in railway towns, Joseph Frederick in Swindon, Wiltshire in 
1853, followed in 1856 by Frank in Frome, Somerset. Swindon is on the Great 
Western main line linking London to Bristol and, on 31 May 1841, was also 
connected to the private line to Cheltenham, which passed through Cirencester 
near Daglingworth. Frome is on the Bristol to Weymouth line and the station has 
operated continuously since 1850.
Maria (pronounced ‘Mar-eye-ah’) and James arrived in Australia on 27 May 
1857 on the East India ship Herefordshire accompanied by their two sons. At 
this time, James gave his occupation as “stoker”. The Herefordshire carried 416 
Government emigrants, many being railroad workers. They were, presumably, 
enticed to migrate to New South Wales by the news that the first railway lines 

Fish River Site, NSW
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were being built. William RANDLE, the Sydney railway contractor, had brought 
out from England 500 indentured labourers, both navvies and tradesmen, on 
three ships in 1853. 
In 1847, agitation had begun for a railway line to connect Goulburn to Sydney 
and, in October 1849, the Sydney Railway Company was formed to link Sydney 
and Goulburn. It was not until 26 March 1869, however, that the first passenger 
train steamed into Goulburn. Construction of the first part of the line had started 
on 10 October 1849 but financial difficulties forced the NSW Government to 
take over the company on 3 September 1855. At this stage, the line had not 
quite reached Parramatta. The Hunter River Railway Company opened the first 
section, from Newcastle to Maitland, of its proposed Great Northern Railway on 
30 May 1857, three days after the arrival of the Herefordshire.
By the time the Herefordshire arrived in Sydney, railway construction work had 
slowed and the abundant jobs expected were not around. James started his 
working life in Sydney as a store keeper on the site of what became the State 
Theatre in Market Street. He was still working as a storeman in 1860, when their 
son, John Wesley, died in Greek Street, Glebe. By 1868, however, when their 
daughter, Maria, died six hours after birth, James was a fireman at Richmond, 
presumably working on trains. By this time, railroad construction had picked 
up but it was not until 1881 that 
the main southern line reached 
Albury, twelve years after 
reaching Goulburn.
Goulburn’s growth was 
stimulated by the arrival of the 
train line. Industries such as 
flour milling, coach building, 
iron foundries, boot making 
and saddlery were established, leading to boom times in the 1870s and ‘80s. 
Goulburn also benefited from being at the junction of the Queanbeyan-Cooma-
Bombala line and the Crookwell-Taralga line, both of which no longer operate. 
It became the major railway repair centre, its economy becoming heavily 
dependent on the railway. Several of the CURTIS clan, descendants of Frank, 
worked in the railway yards.
Frank’s son, Joseph Frederick CURTIS, became an iron moulder and worked for 
the NSW Government Railways, initially in Goulburn, then briefly at Newcastle 
and, finally, in Sydney at the main Eveleigh workshops south of Newtown.
Frank’s sixth son, Herbert Stanley CURTIS (Bert), spent his working life with the 
NSW Government Railways, starting in Goulburn by 1920 as a fettler and then 
an iron moulder. Later, he and his family moved around with the Railways, to 
Nimmitabel, Cullerin, Uranquinty, Fish River and Trangie, none of which stations 
is still in use. By 1930, they were living at Cunningar (station closed in 1977). 
At this time, Bert was a ganger, the foreman of a gang of railway labourers. In 
1936, they were at Wongarbon, eighteen kilometres east of Dubbo. Next, they 

Fish River Bridge, NSW
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moved to Glenfield on the outskirts of Sydney, before ending up in Liverpool, 
both places being located on the Sydney–Melbourne main line.
Bert’s eldest son, Arthur William Solomon CURTIS, remained in the Liverpool-
Campbelltown region, working as a railway shunter. Bert’s second son, Cyril 
Frederick CURTIS, worked as a fettler on the railways later in his life.

Frank and his wife adopted 
two daughters, one of whom 
was Sarah Jane BAKER but 
known to the family as Daisy. In 
1912 in Goulburn, she married 
Edward Bertie TAYLOR, an 
engine fireman, known as 
Albert. The hazards of railway 
life are exemplified by Albert’s 
horrendous death in 1920 along 

with the train driver, Lancelot HERRMANN, both of whom suffered “fearful 
injuries”. In the case of Fireman TAYLOR, the injuries “were no doubt received 
through being dragged under the trucks; in all probability one of the wheels had 
passed over his arm and one side of his face.” The verdict was that “the victims 
died from the effects of injuries received accidentally on the 25th September 
at Binalong, being thrown from an engine, which was in their charge, travelling 
from Binalong to Galong, through the engine parting from the tender, owing to 
the loss of a pin in the main drawbar and the breaking of the other bars (the side-
links), which were defective through flaws.”
The Binalong station is no longer in use, the Sydney to Melbourne train passing 
straight through without stopping. The original railway station and telegraph 
office at Binalong, commissioned in 1876, was replaced by a new building when 
faster diesel trains required straighter tracks. A track survey in 1914 resulted 
in the removal in 1916 of the curve of rail on which the station was located, 
leaving the station building stranded. It was used for storage for some time and 
then sold. It is now a private residence incorporating the original ticket windows, 
waiting room and parcels office.

Binalong, NSW

To the Editor from Rob Breen
Re ‘From the Editor’, The Ancestral Searcher Vol 40 No 2 June 2017, if there is 
a Heaven and if I pass the test, I’ll be happy to see the folk again and question 
them about gaps in my family history recordings.

But most of all, I’ll look forward to being greeted by our departed canine family 
members including Brownie Breen, the curly haired retriever; Rhett Butler, the 
black Labrador; Zoe Breen, the Dachshund cross; Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
the beautiful Doberman and Nellie Melba, the tricolour Border Collie, who now 
inhabit the crowded pet cemetery at the bottom of our garden.

They have enriched our lives and are part of the family’s history.
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HAGSOC members have been saddened to learn of the recent death of David 
RYMER.

David joined the Society in 1998 after being encouraged to do so as a member 
of Pam RAY’s first U3A Family History course. He soon took an active role in 
HAGSOC activities. He assisted the then Treasurer, Barbara MOORE, in 1999 
and 2000 and then joined the HAGSOC 
Council in the role of Treasurer in 2001 
and 2002.

Volunteering on a Wednesday behind 
the library desk for many years, often 
with Robyn HEGGEN, was a source of 
genuine pleasure to him. It allowed him 
to socialise with other members at the 
same time as giving advice on genealogy 
in general and computers in particular. In 
addition, he initiated and managed the 
service providing English certificates for 
members. He was also manager of the 
complex system of microfilm ordering 
service through the LDS.

David contributed to the Welsh and 
London Special Interest Groups for a 
number of years and was for a period 
convenor of the London Special Interest 
Group.

His special contribution to the Society was recognised by the award of a Life 
Membership in 2009. The citation recalled ‘his calm, unflappable manner’ and 
this was appreciated by all who knew him.

We had not seen as much of David at HAGSOC in recent years as he took on 
great responsibility in the Senior Citizens’ Centre in North Canberra. Ever the 
community worker, he happily maintained his links with the U3A family history 
group, giving us the benefit of his research knowledge and his dry humour.

Condolences are extended to David’s wife Peg and their daughters.

Vale David Rymer 
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My Journey as our Family Historian
Peter Grills

I have just completed the second of two family histories1. It has been the 
culmination of nearly 20 years of intermittent and sporadic family research that 
has been thoroughly enjoyable. I must confess that when I started my family 
history journey I had no thought of writing a book – much less two – but my 
horizons grew over time, particularly in response to encouragement from my 
family.

I think every family historian’s journey is different, 
but there are common issues that confront us all. So 
I thought it might be interesting to reflect on those 
issues where my journey has been a little bit different.

On skeletons in the cupboard. Newcomers to family 
history research are often warned to be prepared to 
find the unexpected – family scandals, criminality, 
unknown adoptions, and family folk lore that is 
exaggerated or just plain wrong.

In my case it was the reverse – it was being told about 
the skeleton in my family cupboard that led me to 
research my family history. My mother married Wilfred 
Raymond (Ray) GRILLS, a soldier, in Goulburn, New 
South Wales, in early 1943 and I was born late that 
year. Shortly after the wedding, my father was posted 
to a unit heading for Papua New Guinea, and my mother lodged the paperwork 
to receive her army wife’s allowance. To the horror and shock of my mother and 
her family, the army rejected her application on the basis that they were already 
paying a wife’s allowance to an existing Mrs GRILLS.

Rather than face the embarrassment of revealing what had happened, and the 
subsequent odium, in the 1940s, of being an unmarried mother in a country 
town, the family decided to metaphorically ‘kill my father off’ – to tell everyone 
that he had been killed in the fighting in Papua New Guinea. This was such 
a common occurrence at the time that it was accepted without question by 
everyone. I grew up believing the same thing – that my father was a hero and 
casualty of war.

In 1966, when I was 23 and had just become engaged, my mother’s older 
sister took me aside and told me that my father was still alive, explaining the 
circumstances and that it was still too painful to my mother to even talk about it.

I immediately set about trying to find more information about my father, but my 
mother found out and begged me not to. Given her sacrifices in bringing me 
up, and our very close relationship, I reluctantly agreed – but it played on my 
mind. Some 30 years later, around 1998, my then elderly mother became ill and 

The first book 
“Familia Ribeiro” – 2008
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moved into a nursing home. Rationalising that she would not know and would 
not be hurt by it, I resumed the search. I subsequently found that my father had 
died in 1987, but from his death certificate I learnt that I had a half-sister living 
in Victoria – according to the certificate his only living direct relative. I made 
contact with her, and in our early contact she told me that, in fact, the skeleton 
in my family cupboard was much bigger than the one I had expected to find. Not 
only did I have a half-sister, but I had a half-brother as well.

It transpired that, leaving his wife of 12 years, and 2 daughters, at home in 
Victoria in 1941, my father had gone to Tasmania to enlist, and shortly after, had 
married a woman in Tasmania, and had a son with her, before he was posted to 
Goulburn in 1942. So by the end of 1943, Ray GRILLS had 3 concurrent wives 
across 3 different States, and children with all 3 of them!

By the time I met my half-brother and half-sister in the early 2000’s, I was well 
and truly hooked on family history research, but I was also fully prepared for the 
surprises it can bring.

On encountering brick walls. Much gets written in family history journals about 
encountering brick walls – ancestors that cannot be located, or critical details 
that cannot be determined or confirmed. My experience with one such brick wall 
led me to try a different approach – instead of repeatedly trying to break through 
the wall, I went around it, and looked for what was on the other side, to see if 
that would help me.

Having found the details of my father, I had set about tracing his family history. 
The first known record of my branch of the GRILLS family in Australia was the 
birth of Henery GRILLS in Horton, Tasmania, in 1854, to William and Mary 
GRILLS. William and Mary went on to live in Westbury, Tasmania and to have six 
children. But on the children’s birth certificates, Mary’s maiden name is shown 
variously as Babel, Baple, Bubel and Bayrell. Mary was 19 when Henery was 
born, while William was 46 – i.e. 27 years older than Mary. Despite energetic 
and persistent search, I could not find any record of William and Mary arriving in 
Tasmania – or anywhere else in Australia.

It was, however, clear that they were of British origin, so I took a different tack 
and looked for a William GRILLS in England born about 1808. I discovered a 
very comprehensive history of the GRILLS/GRYLLS clan in England2. To my 
amazement and delight, in that history, Richard GRYLLS, the author, actually 
relates how, in the early 1850s, a William GRILLS, born in 1808, a prosperous 
farmer from Harbertonford in Devon, had left his wife and 11 children to emigrate 
to Australia in the company of a young servant girl (another family skeleton?).

Significantly, there were five christian names in common between the children 
of William GRILLS in Devon and the children of William GRILLS in Tasmania, 
including the unusually spelt “Henery”. 

Further research found a young servant girl named Mary BEABLE, of the same 
age as the Tasmanian Mary GRILLS, who had appeared in the 1851 Devon 
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census as living in the same district, but had not appeared in any subsequent 
census. That young servant girl could neither read nor write.

It is entirely plausible that a mother unable to read or write, and possibly with 
a Cornish accent, could tell the person recording the birth of her child that her 
maiden name was “BEABLE” and not realise that the spelling being recorded 
was different – e.g. Babel, Baple, Bubel or Bayrell.

While I can find no direct evidence to actually prove that the William GRILLS 
of Harbertonford is definitely the William GRILLS of Tasmania, given all the 
similarities and commonalities between the two, I am satisfied on the balance of 
probabilities that I can accept that he is.

On what researching your family history can include. The fundamentals 
of family research are well understood, but there is no reason why it cannot 
branch out into other activities. In my case it was travel. In “Reaching the 
Promised Land” I call it ‘walking in the footsteps of my 
ancestors’. So in Australia I have travelled to Westbury 
and Waratah in Tasmania, visiting where the three 
Australian generations of my father’s family lived; 
and to Cooma, Cootamundra, Eden, Goulburn and 
Stockinbingal where my mother’s ancestors had lived. 
Travelling overseas I visited Cornwall and Devon, 
including the farmhouse where William GRILLS lived 
in Harbertonford; tiny villages in County Limerick and 
County Cork in Ireland where my mother’s ancestors 
came from; and to Hong Kong and Macau where my 
wife was born. In every place I have found tangible 
evidence of our ancestors’ lives there – gravestones 
and memorials, homes where they lived, and so on. 
These have been wonderful trips, adding an extra 
focus to tourism and family holidays, and I found them 
very satisfying from a family history perspective.

On who should be part of your family history. In both my books I have 
covered the detail of all of the family generations up to and including the present 
day. That is because I feel that, to our grandchildren, we are as much a part of 
their family history as our grandparents are to us. 

I wrote my first family history book – about my wife’s ancestors – at the urging 
of my wife because the lives of her ancestors in Macau and, of her parents in 
Macau and Hong Kong, were vastly different from the ones that their children 
and grandchildren had experienced. 

Later I realised that the world of my childhood in country Goulburn in the 1940s 
and 1950s was also vastly different from the world my grandchildren are growing 
up in. So I decided to document for them what it was like growing up at that time, 
and to document for them the facts and the history about my wife and me that I 
had to research to discover about our forebears.

The second book 
“Reaching the Promised Land”
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Given the pace of change in the current world, I think that differences in 
experiences between the generations makes it worthwhile to include our own 
generation in the family histories we document.

On whether it ever ends. I am pleased and relieved that our two family histories 
have been printed and presented to family and others that are interested. But 
I am not yet finished fulfilling my own family history interests. It was family 
folklore on my mother’s family’s side that our Irish ancestors included seamen 
who survived the sinking of ships from the Spanish Armada off the coast of 
Ireland in the 1580s. So I will check my DNA with AncestryDNA to see if there 
are any Iberian traces. I also have to properly collate and file the documents, 
records and memorabilia I have collected along my journey. It will just be at a 
slower pace and without the pressure of wanting to publish and finish what I had 
started.
1 “Familia Ribeiro” – the story of the Ribeiro family of Macau, Hong Kong and Canberra – 2008. “Reaching 

the Promised Land” my family history and biography – 2017.
2 “Grylls and Grills – the history of a Cornish Clan” Vols I & II –Richard Grylls 1999.

Did Your Ancestor Work For The Victorian Railways?
Therese Lynch

The Victorian Public Record Office holds Railway Employee Records from 
1859 to 1990. However, in order to locate Railway ancestors’ records it is 
generally necessary to know the branch where they worked. The Triennial List 
of Railway Employees published in the Victorian Government Gazette provides 
this information as well as their Departmental Number, Name, Branch, Position, 
Date of Birth, the Date of Entry (to the Railways) and their Salary as at the date 
of publication.

The list was published from 1884 until 1929. The employee list is not indexed, 
however it is usually the first item in the Gazette and is published alphabetically 
which makes it easy to find an ancestor’s name. Anne’s Family History Blog at 
http://ayfamilyhistory.blogspot.com.au/2014/04/r-is-for-railways.html provides a 
table of references for each triennial list with links to the relevant Gazette pages 
for the years from 1893 to 1929. Once you have the Branch you can then locate 
the relevant file/s in the online catalogue at the Victorian Public Record Office.

Extract from the Victorian Government Gazette’s 1921 Victorian Railways Triennial List of Employees
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DNA – Breaking Down a Solid Brick Wall
Robyn Sharman Hawking 

How can DNA help break down a brick wall? This is the story of how this new 
science assisted with establishing my great grandfather’s origins after 30 years 
of family research.

Charles William SHARMAN drowned in the Murray River at Corowa NSW in 
March 1910; he was 52 years old. His death certificate states he was a native of 
Launceston, Tasmania, as does his marriage certificate and his two sons’ birth 
registrations. But why did he state his parents as unknown, if he knew where 
he was born? Charles was a reasonably well educated man for the time; he 
could read and write and was involved in several community projects. For many 
years my Aunt, Nestor SUTHERLAND (nee SHARMAN) searched Australia far 
and wide looking for any SHARMAN’s she could find; however no clues at all to 
Charles William’s birth or parents. Her father, James SHARMAN always stated 
“Dad didn’t have parents”!

As the years passed and researching became easier, I took on the task to 
find Charles William SHARMAN’s parents. English records were searched at 
length, as SHARMAN is an English name, although I always felt this line of 
our family was Irish. Therefore Irish, Scottish and USA records were searched 
extensively, but nothing substantial was found. Additionally, all Australian state 
records and in particular Tasmanian records were accessed, with several trips 
to the Tasmanian Record office in Hobart. The assistance of a local Tasmanian 
researcher was enlisted but again there were no leads or clues. Several years 
ago, I thought I had found his birth in England; however I needed to find this 
Charles William SHARMAN’s siblings as they appeared to have left England at 
the same time as he did. Eventually I found them all in New Zealand where they 
lived and died. A huge disappointment, so I decided to move on and commence 
writing my family history story without knowing any more about Charles William 
SHARMAN. I’d done enough.

But it nagged at me and I couldn’t let it go! So where to now? As the availability 
of DNA testing became more affordable and was easier to access, I eventually 
decided to take a DNA test in December 2016, with my cousin following suit six 
months later. Family members were sceptical and said “you may not like what 
you find” or “that’s scary”, however I was convinced DNA would at the very least 
confirm the other lines of my tree, establish my genetic makeup and the best 
outcome would be to link Charles William SHARMAN with someone else and 
find his origins. The results did all that and more!

The test instructions were easy to follow; the toughest part was waiting for the 
results, which arrived seven weeks later. At first I did not see the connection, 
as I was still looking for the name SHARMAN or a variation of this surname. 
Eventually, I began to query “why was my DNA matching as extremely high 
and as 3rd and 4th cousins with people I have never heard of or who had no 
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surnames in common?” On the DNA site that I used, information was provided 
about which common ancestor 3rd or 4th cousins should share. It appears this 
would be at least one great great (gg) grandparent. 

Excitement was building, the “extremely high” matches were checked and it 
was discovered all of these matches had common gg grandparents who had 
lived in the Launceston region of Tasmania. The common ancestors were 
Christopher James COFFEY and his wife Bridget COFFEY (nee GILLIGAN/
GILLIGHAN). Christopher COFFEY was born around March 1820 and was an 
Irishman transported from Westmeath, Ireland, to Tasmania in 1843 for stealing 
his Aunt’s sheep1. He was pardoned in 1853 and by July 1855 he had married 
Bridget GILLIGAN/GILLIGHAN in Westbury, Tasmania2.

Could this be right, our family DNA is matching with an Irish convict named 
Christopher COFFEY, not someone named SHERMAN, SHANNON, SHURMAN 
or SHEARMAN which are just a few of the surname variants that I had searched 
over the years?

Many emails to the COFFEY DNA matches were sent, with one of Samuel 
COFFEY’s descendants stating “Oh you would be descended from the missing 
boy”3. Apparently their family stories indicate there was another boy in this 
family and DNA has now provided the evidence that their family story was 
correct. Christopher and Bridget COFFEY had three children; Charles William 
SHARMAN (born between March and July 1857), Samuel James COFFEY 
(born April 1st, 1858). No birth registrations have been found for Charles William 
or Samuel James, however their sister Mary’s birth was registered on 21 April, 
1860 in Port Sorrell, Tasmania4. Bridget COFFEY appeared in a court during 
July 1857 with “a child in her arms”, providing evidence that Charles William later 
SHARMAN was probably the child and the estimate of his birth date is correct5. 

It is now apparent that the marriage did not survive as Christopher COFFEY 
placed a public notice in the “Cornwall Chronicle”, a Launceston newspaper, 
stating “Bridget had left home without just cause and he would not be responsible 
for her debts”6. At some point, Bridget partners with a man named Michael 
FINNERTY, giving birth to a daughter Ellen in 1865, the first of several more 
children, however no marriage between Bridget and Michael has been found. 
No confirmed death for Christopher COFFEY has been found either, but his 
name is mentioned in several Launceston newspapers until 1872, providing an 
explanation of why Bridget and Michael could not marry.

What happened to her three children, who would have been five, four and two 
years old when she left Christopher? It appears her two year old daughter Mary 
probably went with her mother as in 1881 she married John DAVISON, who was 
born in the Circular Head area of Tasmania, the same region as Bridget and 
Michael lived. Research has found evidence of Mary COFFEY’s (DAVISON) 
sons attending FINNERTY family funerals and noted as nephews, however no 
evidence has been found that Bridget’s first and second families were linked 
or known to each other, and to date, the whereabouts of Charles William and 
Samuel James from 1862 until the mid 1880’s has not been established. 
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DNA had established that Charles William was definitely Christopher COFFEY’s 
son but was he Bridget’s son too? The answer again was provided by DNA, 
as the SHARMAN family DNA matches with a descendant of Kate FINNERTY 
(Bridget’s 2nd child with Michael FINNERTY) providing evidence that Charles 

William SHARMAN 
was indeed the son 
of Christopher and 
Bridget COFFEY. 
Several other more 
distant matches 
with the surname 
GILLIGAN have also 
been found. 

Many family members have noted facial resemblances between the SHARMAN 
and COFFEY male line.

The question for the SHARMAN descendants is “why did Charles William 
SHARMAN fail to note his parents on his marriage registration and tell his 
children he had no parents, and why did he change his name from COFFEY 
to SHARMAN”? It is assumed the eldest child would have known his name, 
as Samuel James and Mary COFFEY certainly did. Was he fostered, were the 
boys neglected after Christopher and Bridget were no longer together? There 
are many SHARMAN families around the Launceston area of Tasmania. Did he 
live and work with one of these families or did he wish to remove himself from 
the perceived convict taint and take any name? The COFFEY children don’t 
appear to have been recognised in Bridget and Michael FINNERTY’s family, as 
none are noted as Bridget’s children on her 1911 death certificate7. 

The earliest evidence found of Charles William SHARMAN’s presence on 
mainland Australia was noted when he participated in a ballot to purchase land 
in the Riverina area of NSW in April 1885. He would have been approximately 28 
years old. He did not win the ballot but at some point he moved to Corowa NSW, 
a small town located on the Murray River and married Aimee Louisa WEALANDS 
in 1890, producing two sons, Walter William and James SHARMAN (author’s 
grandfather) born 1891 and 1892 respectively. Charles SHARMAN continued to 
reside in the Corowa area of NSW until his death in March 1910.

Coincidentally, Samuel James COFFEY 
(known as James) also lived in Corowa 
NSW, with several of his children being born 
there between 1887–1892 with the Corowa 
census of 1891 noting a S. COFFEY and 
family residing in South Corowa, a few 
houses from Charles SHARMAN’s father-
in-law James E WEALANDS8. Coincidence 
or did the brothers know each other? We 
would assume this was more than coincidence as Corowa in 1890s was a very 

1) James SHARMAN 1907, 2) Samuel COFFEY 1895, 
3) Andrew COFFEY 2014, 4) James SHARMAN 1970 

5) Charles William SHARMAN circa 1909 
6) Samuel James COFFEY circa 1920
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small town. When Samuel James COFFEY married Susan TYLER in 1883 the 
witnesses were the bride’s sister Mary Ann TYLER and William COFFIE9.Is this 
William COFFIE, Samuel’s brother, later known as Charles William SHARMAN? 
Whilst this would be reasonable to assume, the marriage certificate appears 
to be completed by the officiating priest, so why record two different spellings 
of the surname COFFEY? Bridget COFFEY (FINNERTY) died in Rosedale in 
December 1911 and I wonder if mother and sons ever met again after Bridget 
parted from Christopher and whether Charles and Samuel stay with their father 
Christopher until at least 1872?

So many unanswered questions which I may never know the answers to, but 
whatever the reason Charles William changed his name from COFFEY to 
SHARMAN, DNA has provided the family with our great grandfather’s origins, 
extended our family connections and our long standing brick wall has crumbled.
1	 New	South	Wales	and	Tasmania,	Australia	Convict	Musters,	1806-1849.	http://search.ancestry.com.au//

search/collections/HO10Musters
2	 Australia,	Marriage	Index,	1788-1950	http://search.ancestry.com.au//search/collections/AusMarrIndex.	

Registration	Number	1252	
3	 Personal	Communication	with	Andrew	and	Valmai	COFFEY,	Warnambool,	Victoria.	
4	 Tasmanian	Births	in	the	District	of	Port	Sorrell.	No.	574/1904	
5 The Cornwall Chronicle (Launceston,	Tas.:	1835-1880),	Wednesday,	15	July	1857.	P5,	Col.4.	
6 The Cornwall Chronicle	(Launceston,	Tas.:1835-1880),	Wednesday	23	April,	1862,	P7,	Col.1.	
7 Australia, Death Index. Deaths in District of Rosedale, in the State of Victoria, 19th December, 1911. 

Registration	Number:	14685	
8	 State	Archives	NSW;	Series:	NRS	683;	Book:1;	Item:(2/8419);	Roll:2532.	1891	New	South	Wales,	Australia	

Census.	Accessed	http://search.ancestry.com.au/search/collections,	on	6th	July	2017	
9	 Tasmanian	Marriages	in	the	District	of	Deloraine.	January	23rd	1883.	No	114	
Images:

•	 Images	1,	4	and	5	From	author’s	family	collection.
•	 Images	3	and	6	reprinted	with	permission	from	the	Andrew	COFFEY	family,	Warnambool,	Victoria.	
•	 Image	 2	 reprinted	 with	 thanks	 from	 Australia,	 Tasmania.	 Miscellanous	 Records,	 1829-1961.	

Correctional	 institutions,	 Prisoner	 records	 1894-1897,	 book	 3.	 Accessed	 15th	 February,	 2017	 at	
https://familysearch.org/ark

New DNA Special Interest Group!
A new Special Interest Group for members with an interest in DNA has been 
formed! The Convenors are Elizabeth Hannan and Marilyn Woodward. The first 
formal meeting will take place in the Education Room at 12.30pm to 2pm on 
Saturday 9 September - shortly after the Irish SIG finishes, allowing you time to 
have lunch if you regularly attend the Irish SIG.

Please come along if you can, but for room setup purposes please send an 
email to dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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to Western Australia
Aleysha McGrath & Kathleen Connolly

The introduction is by Aleysha McGrath.

A serendipitous meeting in County Galway led to my discovery of the story of 
Mountbellew Workhouse, my great grandmother, Mary FLANAGAN and other 
orphans.

In July 2015 I was travelling in Ireland and UK with my husband David and 
sister Wendy on a personal family history tour. Using sparse knowledge from a 
cousin’s research we ventured to Mountbellew, Co. Galway, to see if we could 
track down any FLANAGAN ancestors. According to both her marriage and 
death certificates Mary was born in Mount Bellew Galway and her father was 
Tom FLANNAGAN (sic). We were disappointed by a couple of leads from our 
enquiries at The Malt House, when we chanced upon a small Library and Resource 
Centre in Moylough and 
were greeted by Kathleen 
Connolly, pleased to assist 
with our research.

Kathleen told us about 
the Workhouse, situated 
on the outskirts of 
Mountbellew, which is now 
a secondary school. She 
talked about the Famine 
and the establishment of 
Workhouses as a place 
of last resort for famine 
victims, so poor they had nothing. Here is Kathleen’s account of Mountbellew 
Workhouse and the story of Mary FLANAGAN. A version of this was published 
in 2016 on the following website http://moylough.galwaycommunityheritage.org/
content/people/mary-flanagan-and-the-story-of-assisted-migration 

It is being re-told because on 6 May 2018 in Mountbellew there is to be a 
commemoration of the orphan girls that travelled from Mountbellew to Western 
Australia aboard the Travencore and the Palestine, both departing Plymouth in 
1852 and arriving in the Swan River Colony in the first half of 1853.

Mountbellew Workhouse and Mary Flanagan by Kathleen Connolly, Co. Galway

Every so often you discover a story that’s begging to be told. This, the story of 
Mary FLANAGAN, is one such. Her story is part of our local and national history 
and one that is largely unknown in current times.

From Mountbellew Workhouse

Part of the Mountbellew Workhouse, now used as a High School1
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Famine ravaged Ireland between 1845 and 1852. A new disease “potato blight” 
led to total failure of the potato crop, on which the majority of the population 
depended. It is estimated that a million people died and a million more emigrated.

Mary FLANAGAN was 18 in 
1852. The year struck me as 
significant being just at the 
end of the Famine and my 
immediate thought was of the 
Workhouse in Mountbellew. 
I knew of the Assisted 
Migration Programme and that 
Mountbellew Workhouse had 
participated in the scheme. 
Workhouses were where 
impoverished people who 
had no job or home sought 
refuge. They earned their 
keep by doing jobs in the workhouse. Also in the workhouses were orphaned 
and abandoned children, the physically and mentally sick, the disabled, the 
elderly and the unmarried mothers. People had to be destitute to enter. Life in 
the workhouse was harsh and cruel. Families were separated, husbands from 
wives and children from parents. They were not allowed further contact with one 
another and punished if caught speaking to each other. The food was poor, there 
were many rules and punishments were harsh. People were hungry, frustrated, 
badly treated, bored and mostly without hope. Because of the overcrowding 
disease spread rapidly leading to large numbers dying in the workhouses. Many 
preferred prison to the workhouse. 

One of the ways that workhouse numbers decreased was through emigration. 
The cost of emigration to landlords was less than that of keeping paupers in the 
workhouse. An Emigration Commission was set up. Its representatives visited 
every workhouse in Ireland. Those who wanted to emigrate were offered free 
passage, clothing and a little money. It is estimated that between the years 
1848–1852 there were 4,175 orphan girls aged 14-18 years who left Irish 
workhouses for Australia. Girls were in greater demand than boys because of 
the shortage of women in Australia. It was hoped that they would find work in 
their new country, then marry and raise families.

Two groups of orphan girls, of approximately 30 per group, left Mountbellew 
in 1852 for Fremantle, Western Australia via Plymouth in England. The first 
group sailed on the Travencore departing 30 September 1852 and arrived on 
13 January 1853. At the moment there is little information about them. The 
second group including Mary FLANAGAN sailed on the Palestine and arrived 
28th April 1853. Another group of 50 girls from Mountbellew were sent to Canada 
on The Primrose in 1853. 

The mortuary at Mountbellew Workhouse now in ruins2
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The girls each had a medical examination to confirm their fitness for the long 
and arduous journey and four of the group failed and didn’t travel. 

Before departure each orphan was given a box containing clothing, bonnets, 
stockings, shoes, soap, a bible and prayer book. One can only begin to imagine 
their state of mind, perhaps a mixture of confusion, fear, regret, loss, sadness, 
apprehension, hope. Most of the girls would never have travelled beyond their 
local village. They had also endured and survived the horrors of the famine. 
Now they faced a long sea voyage and a new, unfamiliar country. They departed 
Galway for Dublin, then Plymouth and boarded the ship on 30 November1852. 
There were 229 people on board the Palestine when it departed Plymouth. 
Many were British families emigrating as the men were tradesmen needed in 
the colonies, and some passengers were the wives of convicts who were being 
allowed to reunite with their husbands. The Mountbellew girls travelled under 
the care of a Matron, Mrs. AMOS.

The journey took five months with the ship docking in Fremantle on 28 April 
1853. It was an eventful voyage with bad weather and supplies ran so low they 
docked at the Cape of Good Hope for four days to restock essential items. It 

was reported to the British House of Commons 
that there were 13 deaths (two adults and 11 
children) and eight births during the voyage. 
It was also stated that the unmarried women 
were being hired as domestic servants.

The story of Mary’s life in Australia was told 
to me by Aleysha, her great granddaughter. 
Like many of the other girls Mary probably 
found work as a domestic servant on arrival 
in Australia. It was not unusual for the girls 
to be soon married and this was the case 
for Mary. The following year in January 1854 
at Bunbury, Western Australia, she married 
George Armstead SMITH, who later changed 
the family name to BROWN. He later added 
Henry and became known as Henry George 
Armstead BROWN (HGA BROWN).

Commonly in the 19th century, documents 
were kept mainly for males so the story of Mary 
in Australia becomes the story of HGA’s wife. 

HGA’s biography is good for another day, but the assumption is that Mary would 
have led a rather interesting life alongside him. Their first child, a daughter was 
born in 1856 in Bunbury. Around 1858 the family of three left Bunbury and moved 
to north eastern Victoria (most likely a boat to Port Adelaide and overland or 
a boat to Melbourne). HGA worked as a carpenter and after bankruptcy as a 
school teacher. This required the family to move on a regular basis. Later in 
life he owned a photographer’s studio. His final profession was Inspector of 

Mary FLANAGAN in Australia3
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Public Works, Maryborough, Victoria. During their marriage Mary bore a total 
of 11 children, the youngest born in 1878. Two children died in infancy, one 
tragically when he was scalded by falling into a bath of boiling water. In 1892 
the eldest son Arthur aged 33 was killed by a one punch assault outside “The 
Shamrock Hotel” in Bendigo, Victoria. He was an off-duty police officer married 
with a young son and daughter. During WW1 the son, himself married with 
two children rushed to join the Imperial Forces and lost his life on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula on 25 April 1915.

Though Mary saw plenty of adversity in her lifetime and knew tragedy in her own 
family I like to believe she had a happy and fulfilling marriage and experienced 
the many joys of motherhood. 

Mary FLANAGAN died at Ballarat in 1898 at age 62 and shares a stately grave 
with her husband under the shade of a beautiful old pine tree. HGA survived 
his wife by six years. He was killed in Fitzroy, Melbourne in April 1904. He was 
alighting from a tram returning home from the opera when he was hit by a horse 
and buggy. It was a hit and run incident and the driver of the buggy was charged 
with manslaughter but subsequently acquitted.

Things have come full circle with the return of Mary’s great granddaughters 
who were thrilled to learn about the Irish side of their family history and have 
remained in contact since then. It was a pleasure to have helped them. 

Our paths will again cross when they return in May 2018 for the planned 
commemoration of all the orphans from Mountbellew Workhouse, especially 
those who migrated to Australia. If you know of any descendants of these girls, 
please direct them to 
http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/ancestry/Could-you-ancestors-have-been-an-
orphan-workhouse-girl-who-emigrated-in-1853.html
and/or
https://www.facebook.com/Mountbellew-Workhouse-Cemetery-
Restoration-814745548596059
for further and ongoing information.

We in Ireland will welcome the descendants with jubilation and perhaps find 
Irish cousins here in Co Galway with whom they can connect.
1	 “Coláiste	an	Chreagáin”.	The	restored	Workhouse	is	now	a	high	school	in	Mountbellew.	Photo	taken	2015,	

Aleysha	McGrath	collection	.
2	 The	mortuary	at	Mountbellew	Workhouse	suprisingly	the	only	building	to	survive	the	demolition	of	many	

out-buildings	some	years	back.	Photo	taken	2015,	Aleysha	McGrath	collection	
3	 Mary	FLANAGAN,	date	unknown,	Aleysha	McGrath	collection	

Limerick Chronicle 22 Sep 1821
At Rio de Janero, aged 77, Field Marshal John Shadwell CONNOR, Counsellor 
of War. He entered the Portugese service as Captain, in 1763, with leave, being 
then a Lieut, in the British Army.
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Hot Sites
Cora Num FHGS

http://www.freeukgenealogy.org.uk
Free UK Genealogy uses volunteers to 
transcribe family history records which 
currently cover England and Wales 
index of births, marriages and deaths, 
historic parish registers and 19th 
century census records. There are three 
free databases FreeBMD, FreeCEN 
and FreeREG available online. 

https://www.freebmd.org.uk
FreeBMD is an ongoing project offering free access to the civil registration 
indexes for England and Wales Q3 1837-1983. Currently 336+ million records 

are available plus access to scanned 
images of the original indexes. This 
great site is fully searchable and is 
regularly updated with new material.

TIP: To select and deselect multiple 
choices hold down CTRL as you click 
the mouse. It can be useful to search 
Births and Deaths simultaneously as 

those who died in infancy and early childhood are easy to spot. Age at death is 
listed from 1866. Prior to that use the GRO index listed below.

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates
The General Register Office (UK) offers free searches of the GRO historic birth 

and death indexes. The birth index 
covers 1837-1915 and is the only index 
to include the mother’s maiden name 
1837-1915 (previously only available 
from July 1911). The death index 
covers 1837-1957 and includes the 
age of death (previously only available 
from 1866). Search options are limited 
to a plus or minus 2 years and by 
gender. You need to register (free) and 
set up a password to use this site.

TIP: Use the FreeBMD site to locate possible year entries of interest, across a 
range of years, and then use this site to obtain the extra information.
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https://freecen2.freecen.org.uk
FreeCEN2, launched on 31 July 2017, 
is the updated version of the original 
FreeCen and offers new and extended 
search options. It offers access to an 
online database of UK census returns 
1841-1891. Many counties in England, 
Scotland and Wales have been 
completed and transcripts are online. 
Data is being progressively added as it 
becomes available. Use the Database 
Coverage tab to check what is available. 

TIP: These records have been indexed 
by volunteers who are familiar with the 
place names and surnames of the area 
so there are fewer indexing errors and 
you have a better chance of finding your 
family.

https://www.freereg.org.uk
FreeReg aims to provide free Internet 
searches of baptism, marriage and 
burial records transcribed from parish 
registers and non-conformist church 
records in the England, Scotland and 
Wales dating from 1538. Currently 39+ 
million records are online with new 
material being added all the time.

http://www.scottishindexes.com
Scottish Indexes aims to help you 
trace your Scottish family tree and 
find out more about the lives of your 
ancestors by helping you access 
historic documents held in Scotland. 
This is a wide range of indexes and 
records available including birth, 
marriage and death indexes, census 
record transcripts, mental health, prison 
records, sheriff court paternity decrees, 
register of deeds, register of sasines 
and Kelso dispensary patient registers. 
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Hot Sources No. 137
Cora Num FHGS

DOLAN Allison, The Family Tree Historical Maps Book – Europe: A Country-
by-Country Atlas of European History, 1700s-1900s, F&W Publications Inc, 
Cincinnati, Ohio USA, 224p. From Ireland to Italy, Portugal to Poland, Germany 

to Greece, and everywhere in between, explore 
your ancestors’ European homelands through 
200+ reproductions of 18th, 19th and early 
20th century maps. These full-colour maps 
will help you understand changing boundaries 
and how national borders evolved over three 
centuries. The detailed country maps illustrate 
key geographical units, provinces, counties, 
regions, cities and more. The timelines show 
important events in each country’s history. 
There are lists of administrative divisions by 
country for easy reference and a complete 
index to aid accessing maps of interest in 
greater detail online. 

GRANNUM Guy, Tracing Your Caribbean Ancestors: 
A National Archives Guide, Bloomsbury Publishing, 
London, 2012, 220p. The National Archives (UK) 
holds records for emigrants, plantation owners, 
slaves, soldiers, sailors and transported criminals 
who lived in the British West Indian colonies. It 
also holds the colonial office records for the British 
West Indies which includes state correspondence 
to and from the colonies and passenger lists. This 
edition covers information on Caribbean archives 

and what is available 
online. This book 
covers researching 
family history in British Caribbean countries of 
Anguilla, Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, British 
Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, 
Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, St Kitts and Nevis, 
St Lucia, St Vincent, Trinidad and Tobago and 
the Turks and Caicos Islands as well as Guyana, 
Belize and Bermuda.

JOLLY Emma, Tracing Your British Indian 
Ancestors: A Guide for Family Historians, Pen & 
Sword, Barnsley, England, 2012, 184p. This book 
provides a concise and vivid social history of the 
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British in India from the early days of the East India Company, through the 
Mutiny and the imposition of direct British rule in the mid-nineteenth century, 
to the independence movement and the last days of the Raj. It covers relevant 
records held by the British Library India Office and The National Archives. It also 
covers the records of the armed forces, the civil service and the railways, as well 
as religious and probate records, and other sources available for researchers. 

MOSHER Jim, Insider Secrets: Mastering the 
Image Viewer on Ancestry.com: 33 Tutorials & Tips, 
2017, Paperback and Kindle editions available from 
Amazon.com. Learn: Why you should review the 
digital copies whenever possible; How to use the 
Image Viewer, from basic instructions to detailed tips; 
How to access little-used but powerful features of the 
Image Viewer; Shortcuts for using the Image Viewer; 
How to provide alternate transcriptions for existing 
images; Ways to connect obscure images to your tree 
as real sources and not just web linked attachments; 
How to download the highest-quality images possible 
and much more. 

WORMLEIGHTON Tim, Title Deeds for Family Historians, Family History 
Partnership, Bury, Lancs, 2012. 32p. Title deeds represent one of the 

largest groups of historical documents preserved in 
hundreds of archive repositories, both public and 
private, across England and Wales. They are often 
overlooked or neglected by family historians because 
they are perceived as a particularly ‘difficult’ or 
‘incomprehensible’ resource. The author describes 
the most commonly encountered forms of title deeds 
and associated documents and provides a set of 
simple rules that allows the reader to decipher and 
understand the information they contain in plain terms. 
By recognizing the various types of title deeds and 
employing the techniques suggested family historians 
will be much better equipped to unlock the intriguing 
secrets such documents can reveal.

Congratulations coraweb.com.au!
This year marks the 20th year coraweb.com.au has been online - it’s older 
than Google! Cora Num is a Fellow of our Society and has contributed each 
quarter to The Ancestral Searcher with columns Hot Sources and Hot Sites. 
Her first Hot Sources column was in 1998. Cora’s website is Australian focused 
and is the “go-to” site for where to find everything family history related. With 
Cora’s publications and regularly updated website many family historians have 
benefited from her knowledge of Family Research. Happy 20th birthday!
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Inverell District Boer War Servicemen 
– AN5/70 CD1356; World War I 
Recruits – AN5/70 CD1355

Burial & Cemetery Records:
Bathurst General Cemetery 

inscriptions 1843-2013 – AN5/16 
CD1360

Index to Shakespeare Burial Records, 
Dubbo 1932-1980 – AN5/15 CD1362

Old Dubbo Cemetery index 1863-
1994 – AN5/16 CD1361

Records from Simplicity Funerals : 
Wyong Shire 1963-2011 – AN5/15 
CD1410

Tingha Cemetery Transcriptions 1990 
& District Burials; no headstones 
1873-1999 – AN5/16 CD1354

QUEENSLAND
Deaths in Australia: Extracted from 

the Darling Downs Gazette Volume 
4 : Jan 1871-Dec 1873 – AQ05/12 
CD1358

Initial settlement on the Darling 
Downs 1843-1852: a transcription 
of Rolleston’s records – AQ7/17 
CD1359

Queensland Customs House shipping 
1852-1885: passengers and crew – 
AQ5/40 CD1365

AUSTRALIA
Ubiquitous and 

necessary: 
Australia’s 
mechanics’ 
institutes and 
schools of arts etc: 
a research guide 
– Baragwanath, 
Pam & Ken James – A7/48/04

NEW SOUTH WALES
Bench books and court cases in the 

District of Brisbane Water 1826-1874 
– Part 1: Court Cases: Depositions 
(1) 1835-1842 – AN5/55 CD1352

Byron Plains and Beyond; Inverell 
District Pre 1910 Biographical 
Register – AN3/32 CD1353

Coalmining related deaths, Hunter 
Valley NSW 1951-1975 – Maxwell, 
Frank, Higginbottom, Gloria, Engel, 
Margaret – AN7/65/04

Coastal Land Transactions Co. 
Camden & Co. St Vincent: Vol 1 – 
1825-1848 – AN5/35 CD1373; & 
Moruya District Vol 2 – 1848-1857 
– AN5/35 CD1374; (plus adjacent 
portions of Co. Cumberland & Co. 
Dampier) Vol 3 – 1857-1864 – 
AN5/35 CD1375

HAGSOC Library – 
New Collection Items In Brief

compiled by Barbara Moore FHGSC
A selection of those items which have been received recently including a vast range of 
CDs all available for use in the Society’s Library. You can check out more details on the 
items via the catalogue on the HAGSOC Internet website. If a society is the author or 
compiler of the work their name is not listed. Our thanks go to those members who have 
provided donations.
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TASMANIA
Church records of Tasmania: volume 

1: Index to miscellaneous Catholic 
deaths : A-K, L-Z – AT5/12/37a,b

Monumental inscriptions:
Cemeteries of southern Tasmania: 

Vol. XI: Kingston Regional Cemetery 
1983-2013 – Pierce, Rosemary 
(comp.) – AT5/16/27

Monumental inscriptions of Devonport 
district cemeteries, North-West 
Tasmania: Book 1 & 2 – AT5/16/16a,b.

Swan Hill Memorial Park, Burials & 
Monumental Inscriptions 1859-2010 
– AT5/16 CD1363

Ulverstone district cemeteries – North-
West Tasmania, Book 1 2nd ed – 
AT5/16/08b; Book 3 – AT5/16/08c; 
North-West Regional Crematorium 
& Memorial Gardens – AT5/16 
CD1428 

VICTORIA
Captain William Pelham Dutton: first 

settler at Portland Bay, Victoria: a 
history of the whaling and sealing 
industries in Bass Strait, 1828-1868 
– Wiltshire, J G – AV7/10/06

Bethanga Land Claims: Registration 
of Claims in the Mitta Mitta Division 
Beechworth Division 1877-1942 – 
AV5/35 CD1422

Pupil Registers for Selected Schools 
in the Indigo Shire and Wodonga 
Area – AV7/48 CD1393

Transcription Index & Maps of the 
Mount Eliza & District Roads Board 
(later Shire of Mornington Rates 
Books) 1861-1885 – AV05/65 
CD1357

Cemetery Records:
Barnawartha Cemetery: Photographs 

of Cemetery & Headstones and 

Transcriptions of Headstones & 
Burial Records – AV5/35 CD1424

NEW ZEALAND
Headstone Transcriptions Oamaru 

Cemeteries including maps – K5/15 
CD1462

New Zealand Land Transcriptions 
Index; North & South Auckland & 
Taranaki district 1871-1991 – K5/35 
CD1460

A Return of the Freeholders of New 
Zealand, October 1882 – K5/35 
CD1461

INTERNATIONAL
A Dictionary of Occupational Terms 

1927 – M7/22 CD1409
Huguenot Surname Index – LH5/07 

1364
ENGLAND
Tracing your pre-
Victorian ancestors: 
a guide to research 
methods for family 
historians – Wintrip, 
John – N2/10/66
Tracing your 
nonconformist 

ancestors: a guide for family and 
local historians – Raymond, Stuart 
A – N2/10/67

ENGLISH COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Aylesbury Calendars of Prisoners 

1783-1909 – NBu5/50 CD1400
Cumberland
Wills and administrations of the 

Deanery of Copeland, County 
of Cumberland, 1857 to 1900 – 
NCu5/30/04

Wills and administrations of the 
Deanery of Copeland in the 
Archdeaconry of Richmond 
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covering the period 1541 to 1857 – 
NCu5/30/05

Window tax for Whitehaven and 
Hensingham, also Land Tax for 
Whitehaven Preston Quarter 1770 – 
NCu5/61/01

What happened in my great 
grandmama’s time: life in 
Cumberland 1600-2000 – 
NCu7/40/01

Devon
Indexes of baptisms, marriages and 

burials in the following Deaneries: 
Aylesbeare – NDev5/12 CD1348; 
Cadbury – NDev5/12 CD1349; 
Chulmleigh – NDev5/12 CD1432; 
Honiton – NDev5/12 CD1350; 
Kenn – NDev5/12 CD1431; 
Shirwell – NDev5/12 CD1435; 
South Molton – NDev5/12 CD1433; 
Tiverton – NDev5/12 CD1434 

Besley’s Exeter Directory for 1835: 
with lists of voters as at 31 May 1831 
– NDev5/80 CD1451

Eyre’s Plymouth & Devonport District 
Directory, also Stonehouse, Saltash 
& districts to 5 miles: 1897 – 
NDev5/80 CD1453

The Greycoat School Plymouth; an 
index surviving records from 1735 to 
1972 – NDev5/98 CD1351

Plymouth Prison Index 1867-1878; 
1888-1891; 1909-1930 – NDev5/50 
CD1454

The Register of Blundell’s School, 
Tiverton 1770-1882 1904 – 
NDev5/75 CD1449

Torquay Burial Index 1740-1974 
(incomplete) – NDev5/12 CD1455

Essex
Monumental inscriptions:
Central Essex: Vol 4 – NEs5/16 

CD1345

North-East Essex: Vol 4 – NEs5/16 
CD1347

North-West Essex:Vol 3 – NEs5/16 
CD1346

Gloucestershire
Clifton College Annals and Register 

1862-1912: including 1912-1922 
indexed supplement 1912 – NGl5/75 
CD1447

Freemen of the City of Gloucester 
from 1838-2013 – NGl5/24 CD1442

Gloucestershire Electoral Rolls 1931: 
vol 1 Forest of Dean, Gloucester 
& Stroud – NGl5/25 CD1440; 
vol. 2 Cheltenham, Cirencester & 
Thornbury – NGl5/25 CD1441

Parish records:
Gloucestershire: 18th Century – 

Cam, Coaley, Dursley, Nympsfield, 
Owlpen, Slimbridge, Stinchcombe & 
Uley – NGl5/12 CD1439

St Gregory’s R.C. Cheltenham: 
Baptisms 1809-1903 – NGl5/12 
CD1438

St Mary’s: Cheltenham 1558-1804 – 
NGl5/12 CD1443

Monumental inscriptions:
Clearwell and Ruardean – NGl5/16 

CD1437
Forest of Dean Vol. 1: Clearwell, 

Drybrook Holy Trinity, Mitcheldean 
St Michael & All Angels, Viney Hill 
All Saints Burial Grounds – NGl5/16 
CD1436

Kent
Bessels Green Unitarian & Baptist 

Churches, MIs & Westerham, 
French St, Burial Grounds MI – 
NKe5/12 CD1419

Bromley, Dartford and Sevenoaks 
Areas: Miscellaneous MIs & Indexes 
– NKe5/12 CD1420
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Edenbridge: an index of people and 
places: 1200-1851 – NKe5/07 
CD1414

St Lawrence College Register 1879-
1924, Ramsgate, Kent – NKe7/48 
CD1457

Parish Registers:
Greenwich: St Alfege transcripts and 

index – Baptisms 1813-1838, – 
NKe5/12 CD1415; Marriages 1791-
1842 – NKe5/12 CD1416; Burials 
1748-1846 – NKe5/12 CD1417

Greenwich: Parish Registers 1615-
1636-7, transcript and index – 
NKe5/12 CD1418

St Mary, Chislet, Kent 1538-1707 
1887 – NKe5/12 CD1411

Chelsfield: St Martin of Tours: Images 
of Parish Registers : 1588-1965 – 
NKe5/12 CD1421

Dwelly’s Parish Records, vol. 3, Kent 
MIs – NKe5/12 CD1458

Lancashire
The Manchester Directory for the Year 

1773 1889 – NLa5/80 CD1444
Leicestershire
Leicestershire & Rutland County 

Burial Index 1813-1990s – NLe5/12 
CD1429

Lincolnshire
Lincolnshire Marriage Index – 1700-

1837 – Volume Five – NLi5/12 
CD1378

Baptism & Burial Indexes: 1754-1812
Horncastle Deanery – NLi05/12 

CD1382; Lafford Deanery – NLi05/12 
CD1384; Lawres Deanery – NLi05/12 
CD1385; Lincoln City Parishes 
(Christianity Deanery) – NLi05/12 
CD1383; Louthesk Deanery – 
NLi05/12 CD1386; Loveden Deanery 
– NLi05/12 CD1387

Monumental inscriptions & Burial 
Records:
Lincoln Cemeteries Burial Registers – 

Part 2 1943-1999 – NLi5/12 CD1380
Louth Cemetery Burial Registers – 

1855-1998 – NLi05/12 CD1379
Westwold Deanery Monumental 

Inscriptions: 1492-2012 – NLi5/12 
CD1381

London
London & Middlesex Baptisms: [not in 

the IGI] – NLo5/12 CD1402
Rutland
Rutland Parish Registers Compilation 

– NRu5/12 CD1430
Somerset
Calendar of Wills and Administrations 

in the Court of the Archdeacon of 
Taunton 1537-1799 – NSo5/30 
CD1445

Surrey
Baptisms: A Second & Third Collection 

[not in the IGI] – NSur5/12 
CDs1403,1404

Will Abstracts: Archdeaconry Court 
1480-1649, 1660-1739, 1740-1858 
– NSur5/30 CDs1405,6,7

Will Abstracts: Commissary Court 
1662-1857 – NSur5/30 CD1408

SCOTLAND
Lanarkshire
The Glasgow Necropolis – PLks5/17 

CD1368
Renfrewshire
Hand-Loom Weavers from Paisley – 

arrived Sydney from Liverpool 1853 
– PRfw5/45 CD1392

Roxburghshire
Borders Poor Law Records: Jedburgh 

Parish : 1852-1874, 1875-1893 – 
PRox5/40 CD1366,1367
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AUSTRALIA
• William Peter BRIGGS, a skilled carver, from Norfolk, England was transported 

to Tasmania on the Barossa in 1845. He married Bridget GALLAGHER, 
a convict from Co Cavan, Ireland at Hobart in 1848. After Bridget died in 
1876, William married Matilda Catherine KNAPPER. All three are buried in 
Cornelian Bay Cemetery, where their headstone has recently been restored. 
New Zealand Genealogist v48 n365 Jun 2017 p92 (K9/60/02).

• Joseph W COCHRANE, James TURNER and Herbert (Bertie) YOUNG, 
aged 15, 15 and 14 respectively, from North Surrey District School, were 
sent to Australia as child emigrants on the Wakool in 1911. They entered into 
the service of Capt JENKINS, of Warrnambool, to learn farming. Woolwich 
and District FHS n136 Apr 2017 p18 (NKe9/60/04).

• John FREER left Halifax for New Zealand in 1879. His wife Susannah 
(WALMSLEY) and two sons Thomas and Josiah followed shortly. A few years 
later, after suffering hardship, the family moved to Tasmania, near Burnie on 
the north-west coast, where they persevered with farming. Their descendant, 
Cliff FREER, died there in 2016, aged 96. The Scrivener n158 Spring Mar 
2017 p44 (NYo9/60/11).

ENGLAND
• William BEHAGUE, born in 1854, married Ellen BRYANT in Woolwich in 

1880. They travelled as assisted immigrants to Rockhampton, arriving 
in December 1880 on the Scottish Pine. Three of their six children were 
born in Queensland, including Elizabeth Ena, before the family returned 
to Plumstead, England. Woolwich and District FHS n136 Apr 2017 p16 
(NKe9/60/04).

• Diane J CLARKE has written a book tracing the ancestry of Frederick 
Kitchener TINKLER and his wife Phyllis ANDREWS (who both migrated 
from Norfolk to Geelong, Victoria) back to Humphrey ANDREWS who was 

From Our Contemporaries
Peter Kennedy & Pauline Bygraves

The items selected for this column are taken from many overseas journals received by 
the Society, and usually make mention of Australia in some form or may be of general 
interest to Australian researchers. The facts are as stated in the item concerned, and 
have not been separately checked. Comprehensive international coverage can be found 
in The Genealogists’ Magazine (N9/60/03), Family Tree (N9/60/07) and Your Family 
Tree (N9/60/14). Articles from these three journals are not necessarily extracted here, 
due to the number of articles they carry which are helpful for research. eJournals are 
accessible on the computers in the overseas room. From the Home Page on our website, 
click on the Index List to gain access to them. If you have any comments or suggestions 
please email editor@familyhistoryact.org.au. 
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baptised in the church of Pulham St Mary the Virgin in 1722. Norfolk Ancestor 
Jun 2017 p50 (NNo9/60/01).

• Christopher Ridler HALE, the fourth son of George HALE and Mary 
HAYWARD, married Gertrude Adelaide LIVERMORE in Birkenhead in 1894. 
In 1912 the family migrated to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. By early 1917 
Christopher and his three children are living in St Marys, NSW. That year 
Christopher volunteered to return to Europe as an Australian Munitions 
Worker, an Australian Government Scheme. Because the Australian 
Government assigned them numbers, the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission agreed 
to treat any who died as if they had served in 
the armed forces. Christopher died at Filton 
Aerodrome Bristol in 1918. Tree Tappers Winter 
2016 v21 p29 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Richard COBBOLD, a vicar at Wortham from 
1825, wrote a novel based on the life of Margaret 
CATCHPOLE, a good horsewoman who was 
transported to Australia in 1801 for horse stealing. 
There she met an old admirer, John BARRY, 
whom she married. Norfolk Ancestor Jun 2017 
p56 (NNo9/60/01).

• Bernard Lowden HOLLOWAY, who had previously migrated to Australia, 
enlisted in 1914 in the Australian Light Horse. He “later emigrated to the USA 
where he became a financier on Wall Street”. Tree Tappers Autumn 2016 
v21 p18 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Bernard Wilmshurst Stavordale HOUNSELL, a musician and sporting 
journalist, married Evelyn BRIGGS in Pimlico in 1883. They had 15 children, 
13 of whom survived. In 1912 Bernard migrated to Australia and most of his 
family joined him there in the next few years. Tree Tappers Summer 2016 
v22 p28 (e-journal - consult index list).

• After her first husband’s death in 1907 Mary McCULLOCH married the 
Scottish painter James Coutts MICHIE (Mary had emigrated to Australia 
from Nottingham with her family as a young girl and returned to England 
in later life). During World War I Mary opened her house as a Red Cross 
Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital - “the story has been passed down that 
Australian soldiers were particularly welcome at the house which was a short 
distance from South Kensington tube station”. Tree Tappers Autumn 2016 
v21 pp18-19 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Charles Wozencraft MORGAN migrated to Australia in 1880 on the 
Sir Walter Raleigh, and practised as a lawyer in Victoria. Charles died from 
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poisoning by chloral in Melbourne in 1886. Tree Tappers Spring 2017 v22 
pp19 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Bill PAYTER’s sister migrated to Australia in the 1950s and the rest of the 
family followed. Bill then returned to Malvern in 1960. Tree Tappers Summer 
2017 v22 p31 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Edwin PICKERSGILL and his wife Anne GLOVER, along with James 
GLOVER, his wife and family, immigrated to Australia in 1854 on the 
Oliver Lang. Edwin kept a log book commenting on daily life during the 
journey from Liverpool to Geelong. The Scrivener n158 Spring Mar 2017 
p20 (NYo9/60/11).

• Constance Muriel SCOTT, the daughter of Rev Alexander SCOTT, was born 
in 1878 near Ripon in north Yorkshire. Constance was admitted to practice 
as a doctor in 1902. She married her first husband, Cyril Astley MAER, in 
1910. Cyril enlisted in the AIF in 1914. In 1915 Constance became a civilian 
surgeon attached to the Royal Army Medical Corps, and in 1920 was awarded 
an OBE for services to the war effort. In 1922 Cyril divorced Constance in 
Australia on the grounds of her desertion. Family History Jun 2017 v26 n213 
p20 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Colyn STORER: “Trove Glorious Trove” provides examples of ‘interesting’ 
stories copied and published in Australian newspapers relating to 
Nottinghamshire or nearby areas. Nottinghamshire FHS v15 n6 Apr 2017 
p11 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Ann WOODS (now in Australia) is looking for help with her Worcestershire 
ancestors. Ann’s grandmother, Winifred MORRIS (born 1892 in South 
Claines, Worcester), was the youngest of 13 children of Phillip John MORRIS 
and Sylvia THOMAS. One of Winifred’s sisters, Edith, married John Henry 
FARLEY and they arrived in Australia in 1906. Ann’s father, William James 
HOPKINS was born in 1918 when Winifred was in Liverpool. The father of 
William is shown as James HOPKINS, 2nd Lieut RE, but no marriage can be 
found and there is no record of a person with that name and rank in the Royal 
Engineers in World War I. In about 1950 Winifred went to Canada to be with 
Albert Thomas FARLEY (the brother of John Henry FARLEY). Tree Tappers 
Autumn 2016 v21 p6 (e-journal - consult index list).

• Jacob WRIGHT was transported to Australia where he “married”, had four 
children and died there. Jacob’s wife, Rosina, was left behind in Norfolk with 
two children (one of whom was Rosina WRIGHT) and died there. Norfolk 
Ancestor Jun 2017 p44 (NNo9/60/01).

GENERAL
• World War 1 timeline: 1 July to 26 September 1917. Domus Historiae Jul 

2017 v25 n3 p25 (e-journal - consult index list).
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• The theme for The Septs for July 2017 is: “Technology for Sharing Genealogy”. 
It contains articles on “The Many Faces of Genealogy on Facebook” (p74); 
Harvesting Genealogical Trees” (p76); “Using Email Lists and Message 
Boards” (p80); and “Social Media Resources of Genetic Genealogy” (p85). 
The Septs Jul 2017 v38 n3 (e-journal - consult index list).

IRELAND
• Kevin Flanagan COOMBES: “Irish Place Names and Families in Munster”. 

Irish Roots second qtr 2017 n102 p24 (R9/60/04).
• Jennifer HARRISON: “Ireland - Australia Transportation Records Database”. 

Irish Roots second qtr 2017 n102 p24 (R9/60/04).
• The MOUNTBELLEW Workhouse Orphan Girls Project aims to trace the 

present-day descendants of 33 young girls 
transported to Western Australia on the 
Palestine in 1853, and to reconnect them with 
any relatives in Co Galway. Irish Roots second 
qtr 2017 n102 p22 (R9/60/04).

• Sean J MURPHY: “How to Use the New Online 
Registry of Deeds Facility for Genealogical 
Research”. Irish Roots second qtr 2017 n102 
p16 (R9/60/04).

• James G RYAN: “Tracing Your Armagh 
Ancestors”. Irish Roots second qtr 2017 n102 
p10 (R9/60/04).

ISLE of MAN
• Barbara GREENWOOD has written a book about the Peveril and the Vixen 

which were built in Peel and voyaged to Australia: “Melbourne Bound: 
from the Neb to the Yarra”. One of the migrants on the Peveril was John 
MYLCHREEST, who became the first Harbour Master of Cairns. Isle of Man 
FHSJ Feb 2017VXXXIX n1 pp41&46 (NIm9/60/01).

• John KEWLEY was transported to VDL in 1837 for stealing wool at Castle 
Rushen. John left for Melbourne as John COOLEY in 1852. Isle of Man FHSJ 
May 2017VXXXIX n2 p91 (NIm9/60/01).

JERSEY
• Peggy Homans CHAPMAN is undertaking a one-name study of MESSERVY, 

first documented in the 1300s in Jersey. British Columbia Genealogist Dec 
2016 v45 n4 p131 (TBr9/60/02).

SCOTLAND
• Robert CAMPBELL, born 8 Feb 1789, son of William CAMPBELL and Jean 

MORRISON, married Margaret MURRALL in 1810 and died in Sydney, NSW 
in Oct 1851. Gallus n107 Oct 2016 p23 (PLks9/60/01).
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• William Morrison HUNTER, second son of James HUNTER of Haftoun and 
born c1821, owned the Tarrangower run, on the Loddon River in Central 
Victoria, near Castlemaine. He married Catherine Helen CAMPBELL of 
Ormidale in Cowal, in Oct 1854. Gallus n107 Oct 2016 p22 (PLks9/60/01).

• Robert LITTLE, the son of Joseph LITTLE (a sailor) and Margaret 
HERRIES/HARRIES/HANNAHS was baptised at Colvend Parish Church, 
Kirkcudbrightshire in 1821. Robert migrated to Australia on the Columbine 
in 1841. Robert was assigned to work for Richard THOMSON, Robert 
WILKIN and (subsequently) Dr William Thomson BARKER in their new 
venture, Ettrick Forest Station on the Richmond River, NSW. WILKIN and 
BARKER both came from Dumfries-shire. Robert LITTLE remained at Ettrick 
Forest Station for 17 years before moving to Casino where he continued as 
a blacksmith. Dumfries and Galloway FHSN Jul 2017 n89 p20 (e-journal - 
consult index list).

SOUTH AFRICA
• Keith CLARKSON: “Shipping and South Africa: the critical role played by 

ships in South Africa’s history” (contains material on the Great Britain, which 
did 32 round trips from Liverpool via South Africa to Australia). Familia 2nd 
qtr 2017 v54 n2 p57 (e-journal - consult index list).

Society Education and Social Activities
October to December 2017

Unless otherwise stated, all activities are held in the HAGSOC Education Room at the 
Cook Community Hub. Bookings not required for Monthly meetings, Special Interest 
Group meetings (open only to members), or User Group meetings (open to non-
HAGSOC members).
Education Sessions – Bookings are required for all Education and Events. Courses, 
Workshops and Seminars are listed in the President’s Newsletter, in the Library, and on 
our webpage www.familyhistoryact.org.au. For courses requiring payment, please register 
and pay for these events on our webpage, or at the Library. For any last minute changes 
please check the Events and Courses pages on our website www.familyhistoryact.org.au. 
Write to registration@familyhistoryact.org.au for course or general queries.

OCTOBER 2017
3 Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. Speaker TBA

4  Wed 7:30pm to 9:30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 
(convenor Allyson Luders). We meet on the first Wednesday of each even 
month in the Library. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com.
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5  Thu 7:30pm to 9:30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Robert 
Forrester) meets on the first Thursday of every even month in the Education 
Room. All members welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

6  Fri 9:30am to 11:30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except Jan and Dec 
in the Education Room. Contact Danny djjo@optusnet.com.au.

11  Wed 7:30pm to 9:30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor 
Sue Fallon) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month in the 
Education Room.

12  Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad) meets on second Thursday of each month except Jan in the 
Education Room. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come along to 
any meeting.

19  Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
(bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au). 

19  Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even month except Dec. For details and venue, 
contact Niel on 6248 0971.

21  Sat 10am to 12:30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December in the Education Room. The topic for each meeting is advertised 
in the calendar of events on the website and in the President’s monthly 
newsletter. Contact Gina 02 6231 9866 writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.

23  Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library – 
6251 7004 in the designated folder.

26  Thu 7:30pm to 9:30pm: London Special Interest Group (convenor 
Jeanette Hahn) meets on the fourth Thursday of each even-numbered 
month, except December in the Education Room. For future presentations, 
check out our Events page at http://familyhistoryact.org.au. Or contact 
Jeanette 6288 8126.

28  Sat 9:30am to 11:30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meet in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

29  Sun 9am to 3:30pm: Getting the Best out of Family Tree Maker – A 
Vicgum presentation by John Donaldson and Doug Elms. Aegean Room, 
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Hellenic Club, Woden. John and Doug will cover the latest update with 
demonstrations and practical hints for using Family Tree Maker to record 
your family history information. The presentation will also include information 
about places, media, sources, reporting, charts and book preparation. 
Tea service is provided. An excellent choice of Lunch is available within 
the Hellenic Club. For more details, please visit our Courses page on the 
website www.familyhistoryact.org.au.

31  Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.

NOVEMBER 2017
3  Fri 9:30am to 11:30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 

Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except Jan in the 
Education Room. Contact Danny djjo@optusnet.com.au.

7  Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. AGM.

8  Wed 7:30pm to 9:30pm: South of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Dick Stevens). meets on the second Wednesday of every odd 
month (except January). 

9  Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad). Group meets on the second Thursday of the month (except 
January) in the Education Room. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com 
or come along to any meeting.

9  Thu 7:30pm to 9:30pm: North of England Special Interest Group Speaker 
is Jeanette Hahn on Updates in popular websites. (convenor Peter Procter 
& Tom Bellas) in Library: meets on the second Thursday in February, May, 
August and November.

11  Sat 9:30am to 11:30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). Anne McMahon will speak about “Social conditions in Ireland in 
the 1820s”. There are six meetings per year, held on the first Saturday of 
February, then the second Saturday of March, May, July, September and 
November. Contact Barbara bmoore123@iinet.net.au

11 Sat 12.30pm to 2pm: DNA Special Interest Group meets on the second 
Saturday of every odd month except for January at 12.30pm to 2pm in 
the Education Room. The convenors are Elizabeth Hannan and Marilyn 
Woodward. All welcome! This group will meet after the Irish SIG following 
a lunch break, so bring a lunch if attending the Irish SIG. Please come 
along if you can, but for room setup purposes please send an email to 
dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au
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16  Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
(bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au). 

18  Sat 10am to 12:30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December in the Education Room. The topic for each meeting is advertised 
in the calendar of events on the website and in the President’s monthly 
newsletter. Contact Gina 02 6231 9866 writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.

26  Sun 2pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor Pauline 
Ramage) meets on the fourth Sunday of every odd month in the Education 
Room.

27  Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library – 
6251 7004 in the designated folder.

28  Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Having 
a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? Come along to 
our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your problem. You may 
also just like to come along and join in the discussions on various topics. 
We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. No bookings required. Contact 
Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au

DECEMBER 2017
5  Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. Christmas party! Details TBA.

6  Wed 7:30pm to 9:30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 
(convenor Allyson Luders). We meet on the first Wednesday of each even 
month in the Library. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com.

7  Thu 7:30pm to 9:30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Robert 
Forrester) meets on the first Thursday of every even month in the Education 
Room. All members welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

13  Wed 7:30pm to 9:30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor 
Sue Fallon) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month in the 
Education Room.

14  Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad). Group meets on the second Thursday of the month (except 
January) in the Education Room. Contact Barbara jbjbroad@bigpond.com 
or come along to any meeting
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Photocopies
A4 25c

Microform Prints
A4 45c

GRO Certificate Service
$18 members
$23 non-members

Translation Service
$5 per 100 words translated.
Translations available for the following. 
languages:
Afrikaans, Czech, Dutch, 
English to Dutch, Flemish, French, 
Frisian, German, German Gothic, 
Icelandic, Italian, Japanese, Latin, 
Norwegian, Old English, Old Script c. 
1600->, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, 
Welsh.
Further details in Library

LDS Film Hire
Films from the LDS may be ordered 
and viewed in our Library. Orders to 
be made in the Library and paid for on 
placement of order.
Further details in Library

Discounts
Financial members receive a 10% 
discount when purchasing HAGSOC 
publications.
Further details in Library

Research Advice
The Society’s Research Officer offers 
a free service to members, for those 
facing a “brick wall” in their research. 
This is a mail-only service. Please post 
or email your query to the secretary.
Research Service
Not currently being offered.

Readers' queries
Members may submit queries for 
inclusion in The Ancestral Searcher free 
of charge. Non-members $27.50.
Contact: editor@familyhistoryact.org.au

Services for Members

Notice to 
Contributors

The copy deadline for contributions to 
The Ancestral Searcher is the 5th of 
the month prior to publication.

The journal is published quarterly 
in March, June, September and 
December.

The Editor welcomes articles, letters, 
news and items of interest on any 
subject pertaining to family and local 
history.

Digital text files in either MS Word or 
plain text are preferred. Article length 
should be no more than 2000 words, 
600-1500 words, with one or two 
quality images is ideal.

Digital images should be provided as 
greyscale 300 dpi tiff or jpeg images.

The Editor reserves the right, without 
exception, to edit all articles and 
include or omit images as appropriate.

Authors can assist by providing 
contact details and your HAGSOC 
membership number; using spelling 
as accepted by The Macquarie 
Dictionary; formatting dates to 
‘1 July 1899’; ship names should be 
italicised; and family names should 
be formatted as ALL CAPITALS. 
Submissions and questions to: 
editor@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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The objectives of the Society are:
To promote and encourage the study and preservation 

of family history, genealogy, heraldry and allied 
subjects, and to assist members and others 

in research in these areas.

Gilligan 105, 106
Gillighan 105
Griffiths 89
Gunson 92, 93
Herrmann 98
Laycock 95
Marsh 92-94
Mcdonald 93
Mckay 92, 95
Meadows 95
Moore 95
Mountain 95
North 89
Penny 93-95
Perrot 93
Phillips 93

Alder 93
Ashton 93
Bakewell 92
Brown 110
Chippendale 95
Cobden 95
Coffey 105-107
Coffie 107
Connor 111
Crawford 95
Crocker 95
D’Arcy 93, 95
Davies 95
Finnerty 105-107
Flanagan 108-111
Flannagan 108

For additional names see:
From Our Contemporaries 120

Surnames in this issue:

Porteils 95
Pratt 92, 95
Procter 93
Quince 95
Ray 93
Sargent 92
Shannon 105
Sharman 104-107
Shearman, Sherman, 
Shurman 105

Smith 110
Sutherland 104
Thom 93, 94
Tyler 107
Wealands 106
Wentworth 91


