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PROGRAMME 2018 

 

Date Speaker Title 

18 July Nicholas Clarke, Peter Hammond, Gabriella Stenson 

  Riots and Rebellion  

15 August  Members Evening 

19 September Cat Arnold Bedlam: London and its Mad 

17 October Karen Winyard Journal of Ann Cook 1835-39 

 

 

 

Journal 

If any member has difficulty reading this Journal, please apply to the Journal Editor for 

alternative formats. 
All Copy should be sent to the Journal Editor, no original documentation please. Clear presentation greatly 

assists in avoiding errors. Copy, illustrations and photographs should have acknowledgements and 

permission to reproduce, if these apply. If you require your contact details to appear with any item sent then 

please specify what should be printed. Photographs can be sent on the understanding that whilst every care is 

taken, the Editor can take no responsibility for loss or damage. When sending photographs it is advisable to 

write ‘Please Do Not Bend’ on the envelope. PLEASE NOTE photocopied illustrations may not reproduce to 

a high enough quality for publication. Text and image files (jpg, bmp or tiff) can be sent either on disc or via 

the email address given on the back cover of this journal. In the belief that everything sent is a copy, items 

will not be returned unless specifically requested and must be accompanied by a s.a.e if applicable. Likewise 

no acknowledgement of receipt will be sent unless specifically requested with a s.a.e. if applicable. 

The deadline for the next issue is 1
st
 September 2018. 
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Clayworth Baptisms 

9 March 1687 Anne dau of John & Anne MAPLES baptised at mother's funeral service. (Anne wife of 

 John MAPLES, husbandman, dying in child-bed. Buried 9th.March 1687) 

30 August 1699  John, son of Richd.PEATFIELD of Wyerston, husbandman, and of Anne his concubine. 

11 February 1759 Elizabeth dau of Margaret EYLES, single woman. She did penance. 

 

Edingley Baptisms 

31 Jan 1858 Hannah dau of Martha HAYES, strumpet 
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From the President 

Do you ever have days when everything falls into place? Maybe you have a hunch or a notion concerning 

some research to check out, or perhaps you visit somewhere and discover something unexpected?  

We all know that to be a family historian much patience is needed, we all experience days when nothing can 

be discovered; it’s almost as though our ancestors are playing tricks and don’t want to reveal anything! But 

then there are other days when they seem to be speaking to us and from nowhere an idea comes to mind – 

something to check out or somewhere to visit. Has that happened to you?  

Only the other week I discovered that one of the families I am researching had a connection with a particular 

parish in Shropshire. By pure chance we had already arranged a weekend away in Shropshire the very next 

weekend, and so of course while there I visited the village in question, which was only a slight detour from 

our intended route. As soon as my wife and I entered the churchyard I asked her to look out for the name I 

was interested in – and no sooner had I uttered the words when she shrieked “Here it is!” How often do you 

enter a churchyard and find a gravestone you are seeking straight away? Furthermore there just happened to 

be some people gardening in the churchyard and so on asking on the off chance if they knew the 

whereabouts of the house the family had lived in they were able to point me in the right direction. So not 

only was I able to photograph the gravestone but I also came away with a picture of the house where they 

had lived in too. All in the space of about fifteen minutes. 

If only all family history jaunts were as successful! 

 

On a final note you will notice elsewhere in this Journal that we have arranged another ‘social’ for local 

members in the form of another city centre walk – basically continuing the walk we had last year. So if you 

are a local member – or visiting at the time – then do feel free to join us.  

Peter Hammond 

 

 

From the Editor 

By now most of you in the UK will be heartily tired of seeing paperwork about the GDPR ruling that has 

come into force. Unfortunately to comply we too have had to put together a policy and this appears in the 

journal for your notification. As I try and catch up with my back log you will notice several older talks being 

included in the write ups. I do apologise for this and I will try to do better in future. 

Thank you for your continued article submissions – please keep them coming.  

Tracy Dodds 

 

 

Membership Renewal 
If this journal contains a ‘Membership Renewal 2018’ form, your membership of the Society is due for 

renewal by 1
st
 August 2018. The following payment methods are available:-  

1. The form may be completed and posted with the appropriate membership fee, or 

2. You can pay online, through the Society’s Web Shop:- www.nottsfhs.org.uk, or 

3. Payment may be made by Bank Transfer, direct to the Society’s bank account:- Nottinghamshire Family 

History Society, Sort Code: 20-55-68 Account Number: 00694959. For the reference please quote your 

surname and membership number. 

4. The account details in method 3. may also be used to set up a ‘Standing Order’ through your bank. Please 

arrange the payment date as 1
st
 August, and for the reference quote your surname and membership number. 

Please advise the Membership Secretary (either by email or by post), if you choose this method to ensure we 

are able to correctly attribute your membership renewal. 

5. Payment may also be made by ‘PayPal’ transfer to ‘membership@nottsfhs.org.uk’. 

 

E-Journal members will receive a renewal invitation by e-mail in early July 2018.  

NB: Postal renewals should be sent to:- 20 South Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG10 1ER. 

Peter Banham, Membership Secretary  Email: membership@nottsfhs.org.uk  

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY JOURNAL 

http://www.nottsfhs.org.uk/
mailto:membership@nottsfhs.org.uk
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Lady Elizabeth of Wollaton Hall 
Daryle Greaves – June 2017 Talk 

 
Lady Elizabeth Willoughby, wife of Sir Francis, was the first Lady 

to reside at Wollaton Hall in 1558 when it had just been built. The 

family name wasn’t Willoughby originally it was Bugge. Ralph 

Bugge was a wealthy merchant and his wealth increased as he 

obtained more and more land. When you owned the land you also 

owned what was in the land. He had two sons and he bought the 

villages of Willoughby on the Wolds and Bingham. His son 

Richard became known as Richard de Willoughby and that was 

how the name continued. The family found coal under their land 

and they became very wealthy, but they were gentry not nobility. 

Henry Willoughby fought at the side of Henry at the battle of 

Bosworth then at the battle of Stoke and was knighted by Henry 

VII and became a Gentleman of the body. Henry died in 1528 and 

was buried in St Leonards church in Wollaton village. This land 

was owned by the Moretaine family who married into the 

Willoughby’s thus passing down Wollaton. Henry’s four wives are 

also buried there and his son Hugh Willoughby a well known 

explorer of the time who perished at sea, has a memorial. 

Henrys grandson, also Henry, married Anne Grey who sadly died 

after giving birth to a son Francis in 1546. During the reign of 

Edward VI Henry was killed whilst trying to quell the Kett 

rebellion in Norfolk so leaving their three children orphaned but 

very wealthy. Their guardianship was bought by their uncle Henry 

Grey at a cost of £1000. King Edward died and the Grey family attempt to put Lady Jane Grey on the throne 

which ends in disaster for them and nearly a disaster for the Willoughbys. During the reign of Mary, Thomas 

Willoughby the eldest child died leaving Francis the heir at the age of 14. 

Francis’ guardianship had again been sold and the new guardian tried to marry Francis to his own daughter, 

however by this time Francis had met Elizabeth Littleton and to start off with it was a love match. They 

married in 1564, Francis was eighteen but Elizabeth was much older at twenty four. They live at the old 

manor at Wollaton and move around their other estates as well. During the first sixteen years of marriage 

Elizabeth became pregnant twelve times although not all survived. They had a troublesome marriage and 

sometimes Elizabeth had lived completely separate from Francis, and rumours were about that he was trying 

to divorce her. Francis’ sister Margaret was highly placed at court. She had been an attendant as a young girl 

to the then Princess Elizabeth. Margaret was against the marriage as she would have preferred Francis to 

marry his guardians daughter which through their family connections would have brought them closer to the 

Queen. Elizabeth Willoughby went to the Earl of Leicester who petitioned the Queen on her behalf. Francis 

was told to pay his wife £200 a year whilst she was 

living away from him. In 1580 their only surviving 

son died age 6 and this brought them back together. 

They try for another son but are left with only six 

surviving daughters. The eldest daughter Bridget 

married Sir Percival Willoughby of Kent, a cousin, 

and he eventually became Sir Francis’ heir. 

1580 was also the year Francis began work on a 

beautiful new Hall on top of the hill at Wollaton. 

The hall was built of brick faced with Ancaster 

stone and the foundation stones came from Lenton 

Abbey. The architect Robert Smythson stayed on 

after the hall was completed and is buried in St 

Leonards church, Wollaton. He was the first person 

in the country to be titled Architect, previously 
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they would have been known as Master masons. Wollaton was self sufficient as regards its own food. They 

had orchards and the fishpond plus cattle and deer, and Sir Francis had barges that came down from the coast 

carrying salted fish. Everything was seasonal. The hall was relatively warm inside as several of the chimneys 

go up inside the walls of the building. 

Going to Court meant that a new wardrobe would be required 

and often a mortgage may be required to pay for this. The Earl of 

Leicester paid for one doublet what Shakespeare paid for his 

house in Stratford. Clothes were incredibly important and there 

were a lot of pawn shops were clothes could be found. Fabric 

was extremely expensive and clothing would be passed on in 

Wills.  

Elizabeth died in 1594 aged 54 and Francis remarried almost 

immediately as they had no heir. He married a lady called 

Dorothy Tamworth. Francis died in 1596 leaving a pregnant 

widow. Dorothy did not inform the family of his death and had 

him buried the same day at St Giles Without, Cripplegate. The 

family contacted Lord Burleigh as rumours had been heard that 

she would try and swop the baby if it was a girl. He ruled that 

five gentlemen would witness the birth and in due course a girl 

was born, although she died young. 

Sadly there is no record of Lady Elizabeth’s burial place. 

 

Daryle gave her talk as Lady Elizabeth which added greatly to 

the evenings entertainment. This was very good of her as it was 

an extremely warm evening and she was dressed authentically. 

 

 

 

George Hudson The Railway King 
Jollyon Smith – July 2017 Talk 

 
George Hudson has variously been described as the Railway King or a supreme scoundrel and anything in 

between.  

 

George was born in 1800 in the East Riding of Yorkshire the family living in the 

villages of Howsham and Scrayingham. His father and grandfather were farmers 

and were also active in local affairs, his father was High Sheriff of that area at one 

point. George attended the village school, and then it was alleged that he had got a 

young lady into trouble in his early teens and had to leave home. He was 

apprenticed to Mr Nicholson of York who kept a Drapers shop in College Street. 

He did very well in the shop and sometime in the 1820s Mr Nicholson passed the 

business to his son who made George a partner. George married his partner’s 

sister Elizabeth and they lived over the drapers shop. The couple had three 

children who all died in infancy. In 1827 George Hudson received a legacy from 

his great uncle Matthew Bottrill and he was then able to move to a house in 

Monkgate where the couple had four more children who all survived to a good 

age. In 1832 there was a cholera outbreak in York and George Hudson, who was 

getting interested in local politics, became a member of the local Health Board which was instrumental in 

arranging relief for the cholera victims and their relatives, and he also became involved in securing a plot of 

land for the cholera burial ground. After Monkgate the family moved to the Mansion House in York because 

George had been elected to the City Council and in 1836 was elected Lord Mayor of York. George was a 

Tory and the following year he was re-elected as Mayor by the Tory party.  

In 1825 the Stockton and Darlington railway was opened to passengers by George Stephenson and the North 

Midland Railway was opened in 1840. In 1833 people had started talking about bringing the railway to York. 
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The price of coal was very high as it had to be transported by horse and cart. A company was set up called 

the York and North Midland Railway and it was going to connect with the Midland Railway at Normanton 

and then with the Leeds and Selby at South Milford to bring trains and coal to York. George Hudson was 

elected as Chairman of the York and North Midland. Companies had to get approval from Parliament to 

build a railway but they could build it where they wanted as long as the landowners agreed. By 1844 

Gladstone realised that this wasn’t really working. Each Company had its own monopoly as they wouldn’t 

allow others to use the same route and he wanted to introduce the Regulation of Railways Bill. This was 

opposed in Parliament and also vigorously opposed by George Hudson as the Chairman of a railway 

company. Hudson had a lot of meetings with Gladstone as a result of which the Bill was revised and the 

result was that the existing railway companies could still charge their own fares, but they had to run at least 

one Third Class train every day stopping at every station, which became known as Parliamentary trains.  

George Hudson was widely supported. The price of railway shares were going up and the dividends they 

were paying also seemed to be going up every year. George was spending so much time in London on 

railway business that he needed to buy a house there. He bought a large house, Albert Gate in Knightsbridge 

– the Punch magazine of the time said it was so large that he would need to install a railway just to get 

around the inside. Eventually Hudson sold it to the French Ambassador and it finally ended up as the French 

Embassy in London. At about the same time that he bought the London house he also brought two large 

properties in Yorkshire, the Newby Hall estate near Thirsk, and Londesborough Hall in the East Riding, to 

block lines proposed by other companies. He eventually lived at Newby Hall after selling Albert Gate. By 

1847 he was also chairman of the Eastern Counties Railway Company. They opened a line to Cambridge 

from Tottenham, and after the opening ceremony Hudson escorted Queen Victoria to Cambridge. By now 

Hudson was controlling a very large railway network from London and Gloucester to as far north as Berwick 

upon Tweed with everything in the middle. 

Towards the end of the 1840’s the share price collapsed. At a shareholders meeting Hudson was accused of 

selling shares in one railway company to another at inflated prices. He was Chairman of both companies and 

so the shareholders asked for a general enquiry. In those days companies were not required to be audited or 

have their accounts checked, and if they were it was most likely carried out by some of the directors who 

would be unlikely to say there was anything amiss. Everything began to go wrong for Hudson. Within a few 

months he had to resign all his chairmanships of the railway companies. He was also pursued for debt by 

several companies and was eventually imprisoned in York debtors prison. He was only there for a few 

months before a friend paid off one of the debts and he was released, and he then went abroad spending 

several years in France, Germany and Spain.   

Friends set up a trust fund to give him a regular income and eventually he was able to return to England in 

1870 and was reunited with his wife. He became ill in December 1871 and died in London. His body was 

taken to York by rail and many turned out to pay their respects. He was buried at Scrayingham parish church. 

 

 

Nottinghamshire Almshouses 
Anne Earl – March 2018 Talk 

 
This all started when Ann became involved in an Open University project that was looking into Community 

History. Her interest was captured by the Almshouses and continued her research on these after the project 

had finished culminating in her book Nottinghamshire Almshouses from Early Time to 1919.  

 

In the early ages monasteries and abbeys had a small hospital building attached to them to care for their sick. 

Travellers could also stay overnight at such buildings giving us the term hospitality. The hospitals were also 

known as Almshouses, Bede houses or maison dieu. Most of these buildings have long gone but the local 

street names such as Spital Way may indicate where these existed. The Catholic Church allowed buildings to 

be built by the wealthy to house the poor so that those so catered for could pray for the souls of their 

benefactors. One of the most famous is the Chelsea Hospital in London founded by Charles II and still used 

today. In Nottingham Plumptre Hospital building still survives with a plaque stating it was ‘Founded and 

Endowed for the support of a Master, a Priest and thirteen poor widows by John de Plumptre AD 1392’ 

although the current building is of a much later date. At Retford, Sloswickes Hospital was founded in 1657 
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for six poor old men to the end of the world – priority to be given to his relatives!! Again it is a later building 

that exists but the charity remains to this day. 

Admittance to any of these establishments was set according to the benefactors. As noted above the Plumptre 

Hospital was for widows, as was the Almshouse at Bunny set up by Sir Thomas Parkyn. The Collins 

Almshouses in Nottingham were for both men and women although they had to come from St Mary, St Peter 

or St Nicholas parishes in the town. The February 2017 talk about Frederick Clements mentioned that he had 

lived in the Collins Hospital in the later years of his life. 

Inmates, pensioners, brethren or beadsmen were some of the terms used for those living in the 

establishments. The buildings were often located near to a church as the pensioners were required to 

regularly attend church in order to pray for their benefactor. Many were required to wear a specific uniform 

such as the Chelsea Pensioners distinctive red coats still worn to this day, and were not allowed to swear, 

blaspheme, get drunk or behave in an unseemly manner or they could be turned out. Most were given fuel 

and food as well as the lodging and some money. Nearly all had a minimum age of around 70 and in many 

cases the pensioner often had to be able to look after themselves, if they became too infirm to do so then they 

had to leave. In the case of the Labray Hospital, Nottingham, if a married man died first his widow had to 

leave the premises as soon as the corpse was removed!  

In most cases the original benefactor left a trust in order to maintain the buildings and patients. References of 

good character and recommendations re prospective pensioners to the trustees of these charities can still be 

found at the archives. Thomas 

Smith the banker was 

entrusted with several of these 

charities such as that of Abel 

Collins and modern houses 

still exist on Derby Road 

bearing the name the Abel 

Collins Homes. Women also 

left trusts and Almshouses. In 

Balderton the Bakewell 

Homes (right) were founded in 

memory of Alice Phoebe 

Bakewell in the late nineteenth 

century and on Mansfield Road the Cullen Homes (below right) were built by the Cullen sisters, Elizabeth 

and Marianne, in memory of their brother James. 

The provision of almshouses continued into the twentieth century. 

Albert Ball set up the Albert Ball memorial Homes in Lenton in 

memory of his son. In Mansfield Woodhouse Mary Elizabeth 

Hardstaff set up homes for orphans and widows of miners. 

Another Hardstaff Homes was built during the 1930’s at Gedling. 

These are still in use and still occupied by mining widows. At 

Wilford a series of homes were built by Jesse Boot and named the 

Dorothy Boot Homes after his daughter. These were initially for 

married or single men who were veterans of the war then later 

were for retired employees. 

 

Sloswickes Hospital Retford left, Plumptre Hospital Nottingham middle and Bunny Almshouse right 
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Ann had several interesting stories to tell and had managed to find illustrations of many of these hospitals 

and almshouses. This was especially significant in Nottingham as many had been demolished during the 

twentieth century due to town redevelopments. Following the formation of the State Pension individuals no 

longer invested in Almshouses. Several of the Trusts still exist and provide homes but in some cases such as 

the Dorothy Boot Homes the buildings are now in private hands. 

 

 

 

Fall from a Tramcar – Young Nottingham Woman’s Death 
Alison Bucklow 

 
An unfortunate accident on the Colwick-road on Saturday night (18th April 1915), when Edith Annie 

Bishop, 25, living at 204, Colwick-road, Nottingham, received fatal injuries as the result of her attempting to 

alight from a moving tramcar, was described last night at Leen-side, when the City Coroner inquired into the 

circumstances. 

Mr H. W. Day appeared for the Corporation. 

The father told the Coroner that his daughter, who worked at home, left the house about a quarter to six. She 

did not put a hat or jacket on, and did not say where she was going. About 6.35 she was brought back home 

by a tramcar driver and conductor. She was unconscious. She never regained her senses, and died on Sunday 

morning. Witness did not know why she should have gone towards the railway level crossing. 

Charles Jackson, a tram conductor, spoke to being in charge of a tramcar on the Colwick-road on Saturday. 

They left the terminus at the crossing at 6.32 p.m. Just prior to leaving witness noticed a young woman 

inside the car talking to the driver, and before the car started he saw the driver go towards the front door, and 

thought the deceased followed. Witness thought the young woman got off the car. Soon after they started, 

however, as he was standing, with his back to the inside of the car, holding the trolley rope, he saw the young 

woman drop off the car in the opposite direction to that in which it was travelling. She alighted on her feet, 

and then fell backwards on to her head. She certainly had not asked him to stop the car, and she had not paid 

her fare. On one or two previous occasions witness had seen her at the terminus, but he had never known her 

to ride back on the car. At once witness gave the driver the emergency ring – three rings at the bell – and he 

pulled up within three yards. With the assistance of the driver witness got the girl on to the platform of the 

car, and then conveyed her to her home.  

Thomas Eli Waite, of High-street, Basford, who was driving the car, spoke to seeing the deceased inside the 

car before he started the return journey from the Colwick-road crossing. He had chatted with her once or 

twice before. After he received the signal to start back he lost sight of her. The next he knew was when he 

heard the emergency bell. 

Dr. Cornwall, who was called to see the deceased, said he found her lying on the floor with blood running 

out of her right ear. There was a bruise on the left shoulder. Death was due to a fracture of the base of the 

skull. 

The jury found that the death was quite accidental, and the driver and conductor could not possibly have 

avoided the accident. 

Mr. Day expressed the sympathy of the Tramway Committee with Mr. Bishop. 

 (The inquest was reported in Nottingham Evening Post.) 

 

Death entry in Nottingham Evening Post reads:  BISHOP – on the 18th inst., (18th April 1915) at 204, 

Colwick road, suddenly, Edith Annie, the beloved daughter of William George Bishop, aged 25 years. In the 

midst of life we are in death. 

 

Edith was the fifth of 12 children born to William and Blanche, between 1880 and 1903. Her mother had 

died in 1914. Edith was employed as a lace hand. Her home address was not far from the tram terminus, but I 

shall always be intrigued as to how the tram car driver or conductor knew where to take her! She was buried 

on 21 Apr 1915 in the family plot in Nottingham General Cemetery.  
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The Hallams of East Leake 
Clifford Hughes 

 
Hallam is a more common surname than those I usually write about, and might have its origins outside the 

county in Yorkshire (Hallamshire was the area around Sheffield) or Derbyshire (Kirk Hallam near Ilkeston), 

but it is certainly a name concentrated in our county more than other counties. It is also a name with an early 

occurrence in Notts, especially in the south of the county: Robert Hallam married Agnes MARSHALL in 

Barton in Fabis in 1558, and there were several Hallam households in West Bridgford in the late 16th 

century.  

 

By 1641 there were 2 Hallams in East Leake according to the Protestation Returns, but what has struck me 

about this name is its proliferation in East Leake by the 19th century, and the nature of the jobs the Hallams 

here did. There were about 60 Hallams in the village in 1841, and 80 in 1881, making up 8.5% of the 

village’s population. 

 

I had expected the village’s economy in 1841 to be dominated by agriculture, and indeed there were many 

agricultural labourers, farm servants and farmers in the village, together with those providing the services an 

agricultural village would require. But the Hallams hardly figured in this side of the local economy; virtually 

all the adult males were framework knitters (fwks). Female employment is not noted in that census for East 

Leake, but data for later years suggests the women were probably carrying out work related to their 

husbands’ work. There is no explanation for the Hallams being in textile employment rather than agriculture. 

I wonder if their predecessors who first came to the village were fwks and if this form of work became 

traditional in the family(ies) concerned, to the exclusion of most other jobs. 

  

Even in 1881 the men were overwhelmingly fwks, and this at a time when that industry was dying out in 

most places, and when the rewards for workers were small, with resultant poverty - the phrase “as poor as a 

stockinger” comes to mind. There is further interesting comment in the census returns about the work these 

fwks were doing. They were producing cotton socks, rather than stockings, and their wives and daughters 

were seaming the socks, presumably the socks which had been knitted by their menfolk. Perhaps sock 

production was a speciality of this village. Certainly Nottingham itself still has sock manufacturers, and I see 

that the fwk museum at Ruddington provides training on its sock-knitting machines. 

 

However there were signs by 1881 that alternative employment was becoming available for the Hallams in 

East Leake, to replace the jobs in the home-based hosiery trade which not only paid poorly but which were 

being lost to factories in urban locations. 17 year old Hannah Hallam, living on Main Street, was a factory 

hand, presumably travelling out of the village to work, and Luke Hallam was a plaster miner. The History of 

East Leake, produced in 1903, tells me that the vicar, Reverend SNEYD, opened a gypsum pit in the parish 

in the 1870s to relieve the poverty blighting the village. This pit failed, but with the coming of the railway in 

1898, 2 more pits were opened, which employed 36 men in 1903. 

 

Nevertheless it was a different industry which provided opportunities for the Hallam families to find new 

types of employment when the fwk work fell away. In 1911 10 of the Hallams were described as basket 

makers or wicker workers, out of 17 Hallams in employment, and this new industry gave work to women as 

well as men. The village history notes that basket makers from Ratcliff on Soar set up business in East Leake 

as early as 1830. By 1903 54 people were employed on this work, and it paid higher wages than agricultural 

work. I imagine that, like fwk, the work could be done at home. It is significant that the valley of the Trent 

and its tributaries is the most important area in England for both osier growing and basket making. 

 

With the help of Google, I can see that Hallams have been living in East Leake more recently, and probably 

still are today. Not all of them have been minor players in the village’s history. Albert Hallam was an off-

spin bowler from East Leake who had a patchy career bowling for several counties before playing for his 

home county. His skill helped Nottinghamshire win the cricket County Championship in 1907 with an 

unbeaten record, a remarkable achievement. 
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The Kirk and Prior Families of Milliners, Nottingham 
Peter Hammond 

 
The January 2018 issue of the NFHS Journal (page 19) contained two adjacent adverts published in Wright’s 

Nottingham Directory of 1858. One was by a Nottingham hat and cap manufacturer named ‘R. B. Cooley’ 

and the other was by the proprietor of the Midland Bonnet Emporium named ‘J. Kirk.’ With both having 

connections to my own paternal great-great-great grandfather I stated that I would write an article upon each. 

So having written up Robert Barlow Cooley in the April 2018 NFHS Journal (pages 9-15) I am now 

focussing on James Kirk (1820 – 1880). He in turn is inextricably linked with the Prior family through 

marriage, and so this article deals with both families.  

 

James Kirk was a native of Hemington, a small village within the parish of Lockington in Leicestershire 

close to Castle Donington. His father was a butcher, also named James Kirk, who had married Mary 

Chapman at St Werburgh’s in Derby on 30
th
 March 1817. They had several known children: 

John baptised at Castle Donington in December 1818 

James baptised at Lockington on 27
th

 November 1820 (born Hemington) 

Edward baptised at Lockington on 11
th
 February 1825 (born Hemington) 

Elizabeth, born Hemington c. 1827. Baptism record not traced.  

William baptised at Oakham Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 19
th

 April 1829 (born in Uppingham 15
th

 March) 

 

So this proves that the family had left Lockington parish for Uppingham in Rutland around 1828. 

Furthermore within this period they were converted to Wesleyan Methodism, as demonstrated by the baptism 

record of their youngest child once they had moved to Uppingham. James senior remained in Uppingham for 

the rest of his life (he died in 1870), and certainly his younger sons Edward and William also lived there. 

And by a weird coincidence his immediate neighbour in Uppingham High Street was a widow named 

Elizabeth Fryer, who worked as a milliner. Her son William settled in Nottingham and much later was also 

to become a friend of my great-great-great grandfather Edward Carver – but that’s another story!  

 

But what about James Kirk? Certainly he was not with his parents at the time of the 1841 census. What we 

do know is sometime during the 1840s he had also moved to Nottingham, where he joined the Wesleyan 

Methodist south circuit based in Halifax Place Chapel and he certainly became a local preacher there by 

1845. By December 1847 he is also known to have been a class leader, though he still continued to perform 

roles with the Wesleyan Methodists in Rutland as well.  

It must have been during this same period that James Kirk became acquainted with Sarah Jane Prior, one of 

the daughters of a wholesale and retail straw bonnet manufacturer and stay maker named John Prior. By 

coincidence John Prior had recently moved next-door to my above-mentioned ancestor Edward Carver, a 

hatter and furrier in Pelham Street. Not only would Edward therefore have known John Prior but he would 

also have known his wife Mary and their four daughters who were still at home at the time – Sarah Jane, 

Elizabeth, Louisa, and Jemima Ann.  

 

Whether coincidence or not John Prior had also married at St Werburgh’s in Derby on 18
th

 May 1807, his 

bride being 21-year-old Mary Baker. The couple had nine known children: 

Mary, born in parish of St Peter’s, Derby, on 27
th

 April 1808 and baptised at St Michael’s Lane Wesleyan 

Methodist Chapel 22
nd

 August 1808. 

Ann, born in parish of St Peter’s, Derby, on 26
th
 November 1809 and baptised at St Michael’s Lane 

Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 15
th

 April 1810.  

John, born Derby c.1810. Baptism record not traced.  

Jane, born in the parish of St Werburgh’s, Derby, on 10
th

 April 1813 and baptised at St Michael’s Lane 

Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 6
th

 June 1813. Buried at Wirksworth church 5
th

 November 1814 aged 1 year. 

Sarah Jane, born in Mill Houses, Wirksworth, on 8
th

 July 1815 and baptised at Cromford Wesleyan 

Methodist Chapel 19
th
 July 1815. 

Elizabeth, born in Wirksworth c. 1817. Baptism record not traced.  

Louisa, born in Wirksworth on 18th November 1820 and baptised at Cromford Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 

30
th
 December 1820. 
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Thomas Baker, born in Wirksworth 12
th

 May 1822 and baptised at Cromford Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 

23
rd

 June 1822. 

Jemima Ann, born in Wirksworth 12
th
 March 1826 and baptised at Cromford Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 9

th
 

August 1827. 

 

So we know John Prior was also a Wesleyan Methodist and that his family had moved from Derby to 

Wirksworth sometime between June 1813 and November 1814. During his time in Wirksworth some of the 

baptism entries also provide John’s occupation as a tape manufacturer.  

 

In about 1830 the family moved again, this time to Nottingham, and by 1833 John Prior is referred to in 

some local Methodists records. The 1841 census records the family with their younger four daughters in 

Derby Road. Their eldest son John was then working for James Farmer, a draper of Timber Hill [South 

Parade], while son Thomas was working for a grocer in Derby. Their eldest daughter Mary had married a 

printer and compositor named James Pugh in Gloucestershire in 1834 but they had moved to Nottingham by 

1837. They are listed in Mansfield Road in the 1841 census but later they moved to Malin Hill where they 

ran a day school for both boys and girls. Eldest son John married Ellen Mellor of Alstonefield in 

Staffordshire in 1843 and thereafter was a linen draper in Nottingham’s South Parade.  

In 1844 John Prior senior was listed in Stoney Street, Nottingham, while daughters Sarah Jane, Elizabeth and 

Louisa were listed separately as ‘wholesale and retail straw, Tuscan and fancy bonnet makers’ in Peck Lane, 

from where they also continued to trade once they had moved to Pelham Street. With Edward Carver also 

being an active Wesleyan Methodist himself he would have known this family before they became his 

immediate neighbours.  

Daughter Elizabeth married John Green, a joiner of Pilcher Gate, at the Wesley Chapel in Broad Street on 

5th August 1845 (this is now the Broadway Cinema). Two years later they had a son whom they named John 

Trevannan Gill but unfortunately he died at the age of three weeks. 

 

Meanwhile the remaining daughters ‘Sarah Jane & Louisa & Jemima Ann Prior’ are listed in Slater’s 

Directory of 1847 in place of their father as milliners, dress makers, stay makers, and straw bonnet makers in 

both Pelham Street and Peck Lane. By this period it seems that John Prior was suffering from ill-health for 

he wrote his will on 19
th

 January 1848, when he described himself as a bonnet manufacturer. He made his 

wife Mary sole executrix but in case of her death also appointed his daughters Sarah Jane Prior, Louisa Prior, 

and Jemima Ann Prior as joint executrixes. He also referred to his daughters Mary Pugh and Elizabeth Green 

and his sons John Prior and Thomas Baker Prior.  

 

A young Leicestershire born chemist named Henry Gill, who as it happens was secretary of the Wesley 

Chapel Sunday School in 1848, then also moved into Pelham Street. A native of Hickling he had been 

apprenticed around the year 1840 to Richard Shaw Kirk (1806 – 1867), a chemist and druggist in Beck Lane 

(now Heathcote Street). He had married Henry’s older sister Mary Gill back in 1835. It is possible Richard 

may be related several generations further back to James Kirk as both families had Leicestershire 

connections, but this has not been researched beyond their respective parents.  

Perhaps because of the Methodist connections, and of course now being a near neighbour of John and Mary 

Prior, Henry Gill appears to have wasted no time in courting Jemima Ann Prior, for on 25th July 1848 they 

were married at St Mary’s – both giving their addresses as Pelham Street. The official witnesses were James 

Kirk and Jemima Ann’s sister Louisa Prior. The fact that James Kirk thus signed the register proves that he 

was closely associated with the Prior family by that time. He in turn married Sarah Jane Prior at the Wesley 

Chapel just five months later on 22
nd

 December 1848. Interestingly the minister who performed the 

ceremony was the Rev. Samuel Dunn, who was one of the main agitators who caused a major split in the 

Methodist movement the following year. More of that later!  

 

That same year John Prior was listed as a straw bonnet manufacturer and stay maker both in Pelham Street 

and Peck Lane. By May 1849 the business was known as ‘Prior and Kirk,’ still advertising as straw bonnet 

manufacturers and milliners in Peck Lane and Pelham Street, and thus proving that James Kirk was in 

partnership with John Prior by then, no doubt with his wife and her sisters still involved too.  

But then a tragedy occurred in Pelham Street that made the newspapers. On Saturday 19
th
 May 1849 John 

Prior died suddenly, being found seated, of all places, upon his privy. Apparently he had taken cold while 
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attending the Wesley Chapel on Sunday week (i.e. 6
th

 May) and had been unwell ever since, though still able 

to attend to his business. On the day of his death he had seemed pale but had made no complaint, and at 

about 5 o’clock that afternoon he had gone to use the facility in his yard, telling one of the young ladies 

employed in his establishment to look after the shop. With 

him remaining there an unusual length of time, Mrs Prior 

went to check on him and being unable to open the privy 

door brought in John Croshaw (another fellow Methodist 

and shopkeeper) from across the road to help, who along 

with two policemen broke the door open and discovered 

the body, which was found in a sitting posture with his 

head upon his chest. A Coroner’s inquest was held the 

following Monday before Borough Coroner Michael 

Browne at the Black’s Head in High Street where the 

verdict reached was ‘natural causes.’ He was buried in 

Nottingham General Cemetery the next day, the 

Nottingham Review newspaper describing him as a ‘well 

known straw bonnet maker of Pelham Street.’ This was 

incidentally the final occasion when the Rev. Samuel 

Dunn presided over a funeral in the General Cemetery.  

Though the identities of the jurymen at John Prior’s inquest are not known it is certainly possible that 

Edward Carver as a neighbour may have been one of them, as he certainly performed this role in other 

inquests (unfortunately the original inquests do not survive for this period). John Prior’s gravestone usefully 

adds that for nineteen years ‘he was a consistent member of the Wesleyan Society.’ The latter reference again 

suggests that the family had moved to Nottingham in 1830, though he had obviously been an active 

Wesleyan Methodist for all of his adult life. His will was proved on 22
nd

 December 1849 in the Prerogative 

Court of York (PCC). 

Following their father’s death daughter Louisa Prior, presumably aided by her mother, continued to operate 

from the same shop as a dressmaker (then no.17 Pelham Street) while James Kirk and his wife operated the 

branch at 6 Peck Lane, though living in Pelham Street. On 19
th

 June 1849, exactly one month after the death 

of John Prior, his daughter Jemima Gill gave birth to a son in their home in Pelham Street, whom they named 

John Prior Gill in honour of Jemima’s late deceased father. Sadly however their infant son died a just few 

weeks later. 

 

Now here is a bizarre coincidence. Because of the ongoing split within the Wesleyan Methodists no ministers 

were available to preside over the child’s funeral, which 

was held in Nottingham General Cemetery on 9
th
 July 

1849. So who should perform this role but near 

neighbour Edward Carver. Though he was not a 

Minister himself he was actively involved with the 

Wesley Chapel in other capacities at that time as a 

trustee and class leader. Maybe with being near 

neighbours Henry and Jemima Ann had specially 

requested Edward? Hence the entry in the cemetery 

register reads ‘John Prior Gill, son of Henry Gill of 

Pelham Street, druggist, and Jemima Anne his wife’ and 

is signed by ‘E. Carver, Wesleyan’ (see copy). Edward 

in fact presided over a total of four funerals in the 

General Cemetery between 1849 and 1853, and several 

others were led by fellow Wesleyan Methodists Samuel 

Statham (Wesley Chapel Keeper), William Brown 

Carter (local preacher), and Thomas Harwood 

(Methodist Town Missionary).  

 

Both Henry Gill and Louisa Prior are listed at their respective addresses next door to each other in Slater’s 

Directory of 1850, Henry still as a chemist. Meanwhile advertisements published by the then-known ‘Kirk 
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and Prior’ in April 1850 helpfully confirm that their premises at 5 Pelham Street were ‘opposite Mr. 

Croshaw, confectioner,’ i.e. on the south side of the street.  

Early that same year Louisa Mary (otherwise Mary Louisa), daughter of James and Sarah Jane Kirk, was 

baptised at the Halifax Place Methodist Chapel. Her birth certificate proves that she was born in Pelham 

Street on 29
th

 November 1849; she was no doubt named after two of Sarah Jane’s sisters and the respective 

mothers of James and Sarah Jane. But just months later James became embroiled with the ongoing split in 

the Methodist movement, siding with the Wesleyan Reformers who broke away from the Wesleyan 

Methodists. Another key supporter of the Reformers was Edward Carver’s next door but one neighbour up 

Pelham Street, a grocer named Richard Goodacre, who was an ardent supporter of the Rev. Samuel Dunn.  

 

On 28
th

 June 1850 the Nottingham Journal carried the following report under the title ‘Wesleyanism’ which 

summarises the events of that month pretty well: ‘The Wesleyans of this town have latterly been thrown into 

a state of extraordinary ferment, owing to various acts of discipline, which the authorities have thought 

necessary to adopt. The first step of this kind was on 10th inst, when Mr. R. Goodacre, of Pelham Street, was 

expelled, for having “refused to pay ticket money.” On the same day Mr John Leighton of Lincoln Street and 

Mr William James of Hockley, were placed on their trial, for having attended a meeting in favour of the 

expelled. They were found guilty, but have not been sentenced. On Friday last [21
st
] a similar charge was 

brought against Mr Kirk, a local preacher, but he did not meet his accusers, sending instead a paper, which 

was held to be a withdrawal. Accordingly another local [preacher] was appointed to preach last Sunday at 

one of the villages in the neighbourhood where Mr Kirk would have been due, had it not been for these 

events. Mr Kirk however “showed,” a squabble took place for the honour of occupying the pulpit, but the 

affair was eventually settled by Mr Kirk giving way and retiring to a field with nearly all of the 

congregation. His rival did not think it necessary to contest the point further, but went home in the afternoon, 

and Mr Kirk took possession of the pulpit unopposed. It is stated that the Society in Nottingham has lost 900 

members by the late agitation.’   

By elimination the identity of this ‘Mr Kirk’ can be proved to have been James Kirk for during the late 1840s 

his address is given in the circuit plans as Peck Lane and then in the plan that dates May to July 1850 it is 

given as Pelham Street. The surviving circuit plan for this quarter also reveals that the place where James 

Kirk had been scheduled to preach on that very afternoon – Sunday 23
rd

 June – was in fact Arnold, and as the 

times are also included we also now know that it was the appointment at 2.30 p.m. when the quarrel took 

place and it was at 6 p.m. when he was able to preach unopposed within the same chapel. It may be recalled 

that it was very soon after this that James Kirk moved away from Pelham Street. Is this just coincidence? 

Certainly it must have been very awkward for both him and Edward Carver – as mentioned an opponent of 

the Rev Samuel Dunn and thus at odds with both Richard Goodacre and James Kirk – especially with them 

all being near neighbours! James Kirk thus broke away from the Wesleyan Methodists and later appears on 

the one remaining circuit plan for the Wesleyan Reformers of the 1850s.  

 

Meanwhile on 25
th

 July 1850 Louisa Prior of Pelham Street was married at Nottingham St Mary to a draper 

named John Bosworth Croker, then of Clumber Street. The witnesses were James and Sarah Jane Kirk. 

Because of Louisa’s marriage the partnership between Kirk & Prior was dissolved that same month and the 

stock in trade and shop fittings sold off during August, while the premises were advertised for let. Certainly 

by October James and Sarah Jane Kirk were based in the premises in Peck Lane, leaving the Pelham Street 

shop vacant.  

On 10
th

 March 1851 the marriage took place, again at Nottingham St Mary, of Thomas Baker Prior, then 

described as a druggist of Trinity Terrace (just off Milton Street), to Mary Ann Gaskill, the daughter of 

William Gaskill, pawnbroker, deceased. The witnesses were Henry and Jemima Ann Gill, who by that time 

were also living in Trinity Terrace. Jemima was clearly heavily pregnant at the time for just eleven days later 

she gave birth to another son whom they again named John Prior Gill. So they were certainly determined to 

have a son named in honour of Jemima’s late father! Perhaps this was not a good idea for he too was to die in 

infancy at the age of 3 years. Furthermore Jemima’s brother John Prior and his wife Ellen also lost an infant 

son in February 1851.  

In the census of 30
th

 March 1851 Henry Gill is described as a wholesale druggist with his wife and their one-

week-old baby. They were also in a position to be employing a nurse and two other servants. Thomas Baker 

Prior and his new bride meanwhile were then living in a newly built house in Melbourne Street, next door as 

it happens to John Thompson, a well-known optician of Pelham Street and Carlton Street. The reason I 
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mention this is because he was an older brother of the famous local pugilist William Thompson, otherwise 

known of course as Bendigo. James and Louisa Croker meanwhile moved to Sheffield later in 1851 where he 

established his own bonnet emporium.  

The same census shows James Kirk and his family living in Mapperley Road, when James is listed as a 

‘straw hat manufacturer and milliner,’ though of course his retail premises were still in Peck Lane. He was 

then aged 30 and Sarah Jane was 35. With them were their one-year old daughter Louisa and one house 

servant. Living next door westwards close to the corner of Mapperley Road and Mansfield Road was 

Jemima’s sister Elizabeth and her husband James Green. And by a weird coincidence just round the corner in 

Mansfield Road was the above-mentioned William Fryer; thus the Kirk and Fryer families were near 

neighbours in both Nottingham and Uppingham!  

 

James and Sarah Jane Kirk had more children during the same decade, during which time they moved to a 

more commodious newly built abode in Shakespeare Villas in Shakespeare Street (Richard Shaw Kirk also 

had one built there in 1855 which he initially rented out). Their known children, all born in Nottingham, 

were as follows: 

Mary Louisa, born 29
th

 November 1849 

James John Prior, born 9
th
 September 1851 

Sarah Jane, birth registered June quarter 1853 

Frederick William, birth registered September quarter 1855 

Jemima Annie, birth registered September quarter 1857 

 

An advert published in the Nottingham Review in October 1851 confirms that ‘Kirk (late Kirk and Prior)’ 

were now trading solely from 6 Peck Lane, ‘the Pelham Street establishment having been closed in the 

autumn of last year.’ As well as detailing the newest 

designs in ‘velvet bonnets, glaces, satins, and crape’ he 

was also advertising young gentlemen’s hats and ladies 

promenade hats in Leghorn, Tuscan, and Straw, along 

with ‘the newest styles in bonnet ribbons.’ He proudly 

added: ‘All goods personally and carefully selected by 

J.K. and Mrs K. (late Miss Prior),’ thus demonstrating the 

important role also played by his wife in the business. By 

coincidence this advert was placed immediately above one 

by Edward Carver advertising his ‘Fashionable Fur and 

Hat Emporium’ in Pelham Street.  

 

It is worth mentioning here that the shop lately vacated by Louisa Prior and her mother in Pelham Street had 

then become occupied by a widow named Ann Amelia Brown and her young daughters, all late of Stockport. 

They continued to operate as milliners there, operating as Brown & Co., right through to the early 1880s and 

re-named their shop as ‘Bedford House.’ The reason I mention this is because, ironically, as rival milliners, it 

seems the Browns did not get on with James Kirk. This culminated in an embarrassing incident during the 

morning of Saturday 21
st
 April 1855 that again made the papers: 

‘SINGULAR CASE OF ASSAULT 

At the town Police Office on Monday James Kirk, milliner, Peck Lane, appeared to answer a charge of 

having, on Saturday morning, assaulted Emily Brown.  It appeared that the complainant, who is a rival in 

trade, carrying on business in Pelham Street, was looking at the fashions in the defendant’s window, which 

so annoyed him that he went upstairs into the top room and threw a quantity of water down, which saturated 

the defendant and spoilt her bonnet. Mr Kirk, who did not deny throwing the water down, stated that the 

complainant and her mother were in the habit of standing a long time against his shop window and making 

disparaging remarks relative to the goods exhibited. The magistrates remarked that Mr Kirk was not at all 

justified in assaulting persons in that manner, and they should therefore convict him in the penalty of £1 17s. 

including costs.’ 

Perhaps James Kirk should have known better, especially as Emily Brown was still only 14 at that time! The 

story of Ann Amelia Brown and her daughters is a fascinating one and so I may write this up for a future 

Journal. And of course again as long-term neighbours of Edward Carver he must also have known them well.  
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On 5
th

 December 1856 the death occurred of Mary Prior, then of Shakespeare Villas, at the age of 70 years. 

She was buried with her husband in the General Cemetery four days later. A statement, dated 14
th
 March 

1857, was signed by ‘Mary, the wife of James Pugh of Manchester, schoolmaster, Sarah Jane, the wife of 

James Kirk of Nottingham, bonnet manufacturer, Thomas Baker Prior of Epperstone, draper, and Jemima 

Ann, the wife of Henry Gill of Nottingham, druggist, the natural and lawful children and four of the next of 

kin of Mary Prior, late of the said town of Nottingham, widow, deceased…’ who all renounced their right to 

the administration of her estate, which instead was granted four days later to John Prior of Nottingham, 

draper. The reverse is signed, amongst others, by Sarah Jane Kirk, Henry Gill, Jemima Ann Gill, Richard 

Shaw Kirk, and Thomas Baker Prior. John Prior junior also signed a statement announcing that ‘Louisa, the 

wife of John Bosworth Croker, the natural and lawful  daughter and one of the next of kin of the said Mary 

Prior deceased, is now residing in New Orleans in the United States of America and not expected to return 

to this country for some time to come.’  

So from this we know that Louisa had moved to America during the 1850s while her eldest sister Mary Pugh 

had then moved to Manchester. In fact Mary had left Nottingham during the late 1840s for the 1851 census 

records her husband as a schoolmaster in Norwich. After moving to Manchester they were to move again to 

Prestwich. And why had John Croker and his wife moved to America? The Sheffield newspapers in fact 

report that he became bankrupt in November 1853; statements produced by John Bosworth Croker at the 

time refer to his brother in law James Pugh of Manchester, as well as his mother in law Mary Prior. John 

Prior junior meanwhile left Nottingham soon after his mother’s death, moving to Fenton near Stoke on Trent 

for a while and then also to Manchester. Elizabeth Green meanwhile had died in June 1854 at the age of 37 

years (hence her not being mentioned in the above document), while her husband’s death occurred only four 

years later in May 1858. Both were again buried in the General Cemetery. 

 

Indeed the Prior and Kirk families seem to have suffered from more than their fair share of tragedy. Thomas 

Baker Prior died in Epperstone in late 1857, being buried there on 3
rd

 December. He was only 35. Then his 

youngest sister Jemima Ann Gill, also of Shakespeare Villas, died on 24
th

 November 1858 aged 32 years; she 

was buried in the same grave as her parents and her two infant sons in the General Cemetery. All of them are 

commemorated on the surviving gravestone situated by the eastern path in the higher part of the cemetery. 

Perhaps the death of his wife had prompted Henry Gill to make his will on 15
th

 January 1859. This was just 

as well for he in turn died just exactly one year later, again aged 32 years, and he was buried in the same 

grave as his late wife.  

Then on 3
rd

 December 1861 Sarah Jane Kirk died, aged 46 years. Local Methodist preacher George 

Hodgkinson Harwood remarked in his Journal at the time that ‘Mrs Sarah Jane Kirk (wife of Kirk, the straw 

bonnet maker) is dead. I name the fact, because she was so intimate with my beloved mother and my sister 

was named after her.’ She was buried in the General Cemetery five days later.  

 

James Kirk meanwhile continued to run his millinery and 

bonnet business for the rest of his life. He advertised regularly 

in the local newspapers and also produced some splendid 

advertisements within some of the local Directories, such as 

the one illustrated here from Wright’s Directory of 1858, by 

which time his shop was on the corner of Peck Lane and 

South Parade.  

 

He died suddenly on 7
th

 April 1880 aged 59 years. A 

Coroner’s inquest was thus held, again before the Borough 

Coroner Michael Browne, when, as with his father in law over 

thirty years previously, a verdict of ‘natural causes’ was 

reached. The newspapers carried the headline ‘Death from 

Election Excitement,’ as he had apparently hugely over-

exerted himself during canvassing in recent elections! He was 

buried in the same grave as his wife in the General Cemetery. 

His will was proved later the same month by his eldest son James John Prior Kirk, the will naming all of his 

five children. Interestingly James had stipulated that there should be ‘the least possible expense at the 
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funeral, no plumes, only one carriage, no headstone at the grave, and no intoxicating drinks at the funeral.’ 

So it seems he was a teetotaller.  

 

Finally it is worth noting that his son James John Prior Kirk became a well-

known author, often writing under the name ‘James Prior.’ Mellors tells us that 

when his father died James continued the millinery business for about a year, 

after which two of his sisters took it over. Misses Jane and Annie Kirk (i.e. 

Sarah Jane and Jemima Annie) indeed continued it well into the early years of 

the 20
th

 century, and photographs of the shop taken during late Victorian times 

bear this out.  

James John meanwhile went to Uppingham where he assisted his uncle who 

carried on a business as a butcher and grazier. While there he married his 

cousin Lily Kirk in 1886 and then moved back to Nottinghamshire, finally 

ending up in Bingham, where he wrote a number of plays, poems and books. 

The latter includes ‘Forest Folk,’ published in 1901, which focusses on the 

period of the Luddite riots, and uses broad local dialect. He died in 1922.  

 

If any readers have further information on any of the families discussed above, especially any original 

documents or pictures, I would be very interested to hear. 

 

Sources 

Various Nottingham Directories 

Census returns, some via www.ancestry.co.uk 

Newspapers, some via www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk  

Nottingham General Cemetery records (Nottinghamshire Archives [NA]) 

PCC will of John Prior via the Borthwick Institute, York, and the administration documents of Mary Prior 

via Nottinghamshire Archives, Archdeaconry wills series.  

Uppingham 1851: A night in the life of a thriving town, Uppingham Local History Study Group, 2001 

Robert Mellors, Men of Nottingham and Nottinghamshire, 1924 pp 55 – 56. 

Iliffe and Baguley, 1972, Victorian Nottingham, Vol 9 p. 19 

NA, M 23,788 Journal of George Hodgkinson Harwood. This is presently being transcribed with the 

intention of publishing it in the future.  

NA, NC/MR/12/297, Halifax Place Wesleyan Methodist Chapel Baptism Register 1838 – 1930. 

Nottingham Methodist Circuit plans in Nottingham Local Studies Library 

Footnote: The marriages at Wesley Chapel, extracted from the newspapers, have been incorporated on the 

NFHS Marriage database 

 

Figures 

Nottingham General Cemetery burial certificate for John Prior who died 19
th
 May 1849 and signed by the 

Rev. Samuel Dunn of the Wesley Chapel, Broad Street. 

Nottingham General Cemetery burial certificate for John Prior Gill who died 6
th

 July 1849, and signed by 

Edward Carver in his role as a ‘Wesleyan’ in the absence of an official minister. 

Advert from the Nottingham Journal, 5th
 April 1855 

Advert from Wright’s Directory, 1858 

Photograph of Kirk’s shop on the corner of South parade and Peck Lane, late 19
th

 century 

 

 

Christmas Nuptials 

One of my great-uncles, Alfred Marriott of Wimbledon, married on Christmas Day 1910. He had been 

courting Louisa Smith of Bermondsey and she had given birth to their son Arthur in July 1910. The couple 

continued to live with their respective parents but on Christmas day of that year they were married at St. 

Johns Church, Stoke Newington, London, as were other couples.  

I recall reading that the clergy were keen to offer free marriages on that day because many working people 

could not normally afford the expense.  

Norman Marriott Memb 5189  

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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Nottinghamshire Family History Society 

President's Report 2017 to 2018 
 

This is now my sixth year back as the President of the Society, and again I am very grateful to all of you for 

your enthusiastic support.  

Moving our meeting venue to Nottinghamshire Archives has proved to be very successful and has been 

welcomed by many local members. Just as a reminder for anyone who had not attended yet we have sole use 

of the research facilities from 5 p.m. on meeting nights prior to the meeting proper commencing at 7.15 p.m.  

As usual I would particularly like to pay tribute to all those people who have worked hard for the Society in 

the past year – namely: 

Our Treasurer and Membership Secretary Peter Banham, who keeps meticulous records of our accounts and 

membership renewals and payments. 

Our Secretary Mary Ellis who very efficiently takes the minutes of the Council meetings and attends to 

general correspondence in her ever-cheerful manner.  

Our Journal Editor Tracy Dodds who has continued to work tirelessly to produce our Journal to a high 

standard. We always look forward to reading it!  

To Gary Stephenson for continuing the role of Bookshop Manager, and for promoting the bookstall and the 

Society at various Local History and Family History fairs through the year, aided by various other members 

of the Society.  

To Stuart Mason and all the team who have been continuing to record monumental inscriptions and the 

ongoing transcribing and indexing.  

To all the various volunteers, including Pat and Colin, who have been regularly helping to man the Research 

Room at the National Justice Museum and deal with enquiries there, and also Margaret Watt for continuing 

to administer the Society’s Library holdings and archives. We also send our best wishes to Pat who has – to 

use an old fashioned term – been ‘indisposed’ these past few months.  

Long standing council member and former President Dominic Johnson has been forced to step down – again 

because of health issues – and so I would like to thank her on everyone’s behalf for all the work she has done 

for the Society for so many years. We wish her well.  

And all other council members and society members for their continued support and also to A W Lymns who 

still very helpfully provide a room for the Society’s Council meetings. 

We now have a new replacement website which will hopefully enhance interest in the Society and is a 

brilliant forum for publicising what we do. Remember as members you can register to gain access to more 

databases on there.  

We also continue to run our very own Research Room within the National Justice Museum in High 

Pavement. Details of current opening times are always published in the Journal and on the website. And 

speaking of the Research Room we are always pleased to have more volunteers to help run it – even if just 

one or two sessions a month. Hopefully we are obtaining new computers very soon. As usual we had a 

summer social walk too – this time it was a city centre walk looking at some of Nottingham’s buildings and 

learning about some of their past inhabitants. 

Finally, wearing my other hat as Programme Secretary, I have continued to organise what I hope is a varied 

programme of relevant and interesting speakers to our monthly meetings – so a sincere thank you to all of 

you for regularly supporting our meetings and speakers. For those of you who live too far away to attend our 

meetings thank you for subscribing – as always we really appreciate your continued support.  

 

Peter Hammond, May 2018 

 

 

 

 

Advertisements from Glovers 1825 

Directory of Nottinghamshire 
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Nottinghamshire Family History Society 

Annual Report for the year 2017 to 2018 

 
Nottinghamshire Family History Society is a registered charity (registration number 515898), whose 

objectives include the promotion of family history with particular reference to Nottinghamshire. 

The officers of the Society (collectively known as the Society's Council and elected by the Society's 

Membership at the 2017 Annual General Meeting) for the year were: 

Honorary President – Peter Hammond (correspondence address 17 Lady Bay Road, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 5BJ) 

Honorary Secretary – Mary Ellis 

Honorary Treasurer – Peter Banham (also Membership Secretary) 

Council Member – Tracy Dodds (also Journal Editor) 

Council Member – Gary Stephenson  

Council Member – Peter Duke 

Council Member – Stuart Mason 

Council Member – Peter Townsend  

 

The Society is administered by the Council in accordance with the constitution of the Society approved on 

17th November 2010 and revised and ratified at the EGM on 20th November 2013.  The Council has met six 

times during the year and the minutes of the meetings are held by the Society's Secretary. 

The financial situation of the Society is judged by the Council to be excellent.  The details can be found in 

the accounts prepared by the Honorary Treasurer and examined by an independent examiner. 

The Reserves Policy of the Council is to hold approximately nine months’ worth of expenditure in reserve 

and is about £17,000.  This reserve at 31 March 2018 includes nine months’ worth of rent for the room at the 

National Justice Museum and nine monthly meetings together with three editions of the Journal. 

The current reserves are not significantly out of line with the policy on reserves and no action is necessary. 

The Council confirms that all of the activities of the Society are in accordance with the aims of the Society; 

are of public benefit, particularly in regard to the advancement of education and to the advancement of the 

arts, culture, heritage or science and are widely available to the general public. 

In the past year, a programme of monthly Wednesday evening meetings has been held, most with a guest 

speaker presenting a topic related to the Society's aims of promoting family history, genealogy, and local 

history. As from January 2017 the Society changed the meeting venue from the Nottingham Mechanics on 

North Sherwood Street to Nottinghamshire Archives in Castle Meadow Road. This has proved a successful 

strategy for we also have sole use of the research facilities there from 5 p.m. prior to our meeting proper 

commencing at 7.15 p.m. 

The Society's quarterly Journal has been produced by the Journal Editor and distributed to the Society's 

members.  Of 562 members, 117 receive their Journal by e-mail, the remainder by post – 429 in the UK, 3 in 

Europe and 13 in the rest of the world. Currently 311 members Gift-Aid their membership subscriptions. 

Work on transcribing the gravestone inscriptions of Mansfield Cemetery is now being entered onto 

databases, and we are now progressing with the remaining baptism, marriage and burial transcriptions for 

various parishes in Nottinghamshire. 

The project to put all of the Record Series (currently in book form) and the all the Memorial Inscriptions 

(currently on fiche) onto CD for ease of access is also continuing.   

During the past year, the Society has visited Family and Local History Fairs at Mansfield (Local History 

Fair), the University of Nottingham (Archaeology and History event), Hucknall (Heritage Day), Buxton 

(U3A conference), and Boston. A guided tour of the city centre was also arranged for members last August.  

A team of volunteers continue to run and administer the Research Room within the newly renamed National 

Justice Museum, which is open to members and the general public around two days per week. 

The web site (www.nottsfhs.org.uk) continues to be up and running and has additional search facilities 

available to registered members. The site has an integrated e-shop that is working well. 
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Nottinghamshire Family History Society 

Income & Expenditure Account Year ended 31 March 2018 

 

 
Last Year Current Year 

 
£ £ £ £ 

Book Shop 

    
Sales 

 
3870 

 
3807 

Less Purchases,Books Fiche,etc. 
 

-768 
 

-1323 

Less Expenses (Note 1) 
 

-437 
 

-297 

          A Surplus 2665 Surplus 2187 

     General Account 

    Income 

    
Subscriptions 

 
7205 

 
7040 

Searches 
 

44 
 

18 

Tax refunds  
 

978 
 

970 

Royalties - Federation Web Site 
 

4280 
 

8774 

Research Room 
 

65 
 

70 

Other (Refund) 
 

78 
 

298 

Bank Interest 
 

4 
 

12 

  
12654 

 
17182 

Expenses 

    
Hall Rent 819 

 
696 

 
Research Room Costs (Note 2) 2432 

 
2216 

 
Journal Printing   2958 

 
2872 

 
Journal Dispatch  2201 

 
2387 

 
Speakers Expenses 415 

 
360 

 
FFHS subscription & insurance 509 

 
510 

 
PayPal Charges 377 

 
256 

 
Fairs & Conferences 164 

 
185 

 
Postage                                   385 

 
170 

 
Stationery                                288 

 
142 

 
Computer/Web Maintenance 53 

 
254 

 
Sundry 235 

 
92 

 
Depreciation  0 

 
0 

 
Less Bookshop expenses -437 10399 -297 9843 

B. Surplus 2255 Surplus 7339 

Total  Surplus / Deficit A-B Surplus 4920 Surplus 9526 

 
Note1: Book shop expenses are, postage, stationery, telephone, travel to fairs etc. 

Note 2: Research Room costs are Room Rent, Internet and stationery etc. 
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Nottinghamshire Family History Society 

Balance Sheet 31 March 2018 

 

 
Last Year Current Year 

 
£ £ £ £ 

Fixed Assets 
    Equipment as 31 March 0 

 
0 

   Additions   
 

0 
 

 
0 

 
0 

   Less Depreciation (SL 25%) 0 0 0 0 

     Library as 31 March 0 
 

0 
   Additions   

 
  

 

 
0 

 
0 

   Less Depreciation (SL 25%) 0 0 0 0 

     Fiche Masters as 31 March 0 
 

0 
   Less Depreciation (SL 10%) 0 0 0 0 

     Fixed Assets Total 
 

0 
 

0 

     Current Assets 
    Bookstall Stock 2897 

 
3282 

 Debtors 0 
 

0 
 Bank Balance 20921 

 
30062 

 

  
23818 

 
33344 

Less Creditors 
 

0 
 

0 

Net Assets 
 

23818 
 

33344 

     Represented by:- 
      Members Funds Last Year 
 

18898 
 

23818 

  Surplus/Deficit for the year 
 

4920 
 

9526 

  Funds at end of financial year 
 

23818 
 

33344 

 

Examiners Report 

I have examined the records and accounts of the Nottinghamshire Family History Society for 

the year ended 31
st
 March 2018 and in my opinion these show a true and fair view.



 

21 

 

Privacy Policy 
Nottinghamshire Family History Society 

 
The Council of Nottinghamshire Family History Society is the controller for routine, day to day data 

protection matters.  

Our contact address is: Nottinghamshire Family History Society c/o The National Justice Museum, 

High Pavement, Nottingham NG1 1HN 

The lawful basis for processing your data is the "legitimate interest" to operate as a Family History Society. 

 

We collect certain information or data about you when you join the Society (become a member), register 

with our Web Site, make purchases through our Web Site using our on line shop or you submit items to the 

Society for publication. 

We collect: 

Membership  

Your name 

Your address 

Your email address if you opt to be an e-Member 

Your email address if you provide it to us 

Your willingness to GiftAid your membership subscription 

Your credit/debit card details if you choose to use our paper based membership application form and 

pay by credit/debit card 

Your Surname Interests (if any) that you have provided to us 

Web Site  

A username of your choice 

A password of your choice to which we have no access 

Your email address 

Your name if you provide it to us 

Your web site URL if you provide it to us 

Your web site role that we assign to you 

On Line Purchases  

Your name 

Your billing address 

Your delivery address 

Your telephone number 

Publications 

Your name 

Your address if you provide it to us 

Your email address if you provide it to us 

 

We use this data to: 

Membership  

Maintain a list of members 

Print labels for mailing out the Society’s Journal and other communications 

Send the Society’s e-Journals and other communications by email 

Produce a list of Members’ Interests 

Respond to Membership questions 

Web Site  

Permit or deny access to pages according to your role 

Permit or deny updates and additions to pages according to your role 

Respond to web site questions 

On Line Purchases  

Send purchased items to the delivery address 

Produce invoices and receipts 

Respond to On Line Purchase questions 
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Journal  

Publish a list of newly joined members 

Publish a list of Surname Interests (if provided to us) of newly joined members 

Publish a list of the Honorary Officers and Council Members 

Publish contact details that you specify to allow replies to be sent to you 

 

Where your data is stored: 

We store your data on servers in the European Economic Area (EEA) 

We back up your data to off site servers in the European Economic Area (EEA) 

We use secure connections between your web browser and our servers 

Journals and publications are provided to members, Libraries and other organisations worldwide in paper and 

electronic formats. These allow the sharing and dissemination of information to like-minded groups and 

organisations and could remain in use indefinitely. 

 

Disclosing your information: 

We may pass on your personal information if we have a legal obligation to do so, or if we have to enforce or 

apply our terms of use and other agreements 

We won’t share your information with any other organisations for marketing, market research or commercial 

purposes, and we don’t pass on your details to other websites 

 

Your rights: 

You can find out what information we hold about you, and ask us not to use any of the information we 

collect 

 

Links to other websites: 

Our web site nottsfhs.org contain links to other websites  

If you go to another website from our website, read the privacy policy on that website to find out what it 

does with your information 

If you come to our web site from another website, we may receive information from the other website. We 

don’t use this data. You should read the privacy policy of the website you came from to find out more about 

this 

 

Copyright © 2018. Nottinghamshire Family History Society. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Disturbance in a Churchyard 
Derbyshire Advertiser 1869 Oct 08 

 
At the Shire Hall, Nottingham, on Saturday last, an elderly woman, named Hannah Wood, was summoned 

for creating a disturbance in the churchyard at Stapleford, Notts, on the previous Sunday. The charge was 

made by the vicar of the parish, the Rev Mr Budd, under the 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 Vic., c 32, which related to 

brawling in churchyards. It appears that about three weeks ago the plaintiff baptised privately the child of the 

defendant’s daughter, an infant about 15 months old. A short time afterwards the child’s mother died and 

was buried in Stapleford churchyard. Subsequently the child died also, and on its being taken to be buried by 

its father and grandfather, the rev gentleman refused to admit it into the church, on the ground that it had not 

been publicly baptised. The defendant then put the infant into its mother’s grave, and Mr Budd came up and 

began to read the latter part of the burial service. The woman then commenced screaming and called the 

clergyman a vagabond and other names, creating such a disturbance that he was compelled to return to the 

church, leaving the burial service unfinished. The rev gentleman said one reason why he brought the charge 

was to encourage public baptism, as many of the inhabitants of the parish allowed their children to grow up 

unbaptised. The magistrates consulted for some time, and ultimately stated that they had no alternative but to 

convict. They could not go into the question of Mr Budd refusing to take the corpse into the church. A 

penalty of 5s would be inflicted.  
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Society Summer Outing 

 

Nottingham City Centre Walk 

Monday 13th August 7pm 

 
Meet outside Marks & Spencers,  

Corner of Albert Street and Low Pavement. 
 

Come and join us for another evening stroll looking at some of the 

fascinating buildings in Nottingham City Centre and learn about 

some of the families and stories connected with them. 

  

No need to book – just turn up. 

The walk will finish in the Market Square at about 9 p.m. 

Led by Peter Hammond 

(In the event of heavy rain the event will be postponed) 

 

 

 

Family History Fairs 

Gary and Tracy with the NFHS Bookshop and also Peter Hammond attended the Mansfield Local History 

event at the Mansfield Library on 13
th

 May. Gary later went to the Chesterfield & District FHS day on 19
th
 

May.  

  
 

 

Forthcoming Family History Fairs 
 

Doncaster & District FHS Family & Local History Fair plus Craft Stalls 

Saturday 13 October 2018 10.00am to 4.00pm  
Doncaster School for the Deaf , Leger Way, Doncaster DN2 6AY 

£2 admission (including free raffle) - FREE on site parking 

 

West Surrey FHS Family History Fair and Open Day  

Saturday, 3rd November 2018 10am – 4.30pm  
Woking Leisure Centre, Kingfield Road, Woking GU22 9BA 

Admission Free  

Society News 
NFHS 
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My Family in the News 
Tracy Dodds 

 
Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal 22 June 1888 

On Friday a large retriever dog flew at a little boy named Harold Bignall three years of age, living in Noel-

street, Hyson Green, while they were playing together near the Carlton Hotel, and bit his nose off. The case 

is serious  

Ferocious attack by a Dog  - The Lincoln Rutland and Stamford Mercury 22 June 1888 

On Friday Harold Bignall, aged three years, living in Noel-street, Hyson-green, Nottingham, was playing 

with a large retriever dog near the Carlton Hotel, Noel-street, when the dog flew at him and bit off his nose. 

The child had been in the habit of playing with the dog every day. 

 

Harold was one of eight children born to Samuel and Charlotte Bignall. He survived the dog attack and 

eventually married and had children of his own, two daughters (Dorothy and Joyce) and a son William. 

 

Sports on the Sands – A Great Morning for the Kiddies Skegness Standard 15 July 1925 

The first of two programmes of childrens sports organised by the proprietors of the Daily Chronicle came off 

on the beach yesterday (Tuesday) morning, and was a huge success in every way. The Council had kindly 

granted permission for use of a section of the beach just to the right of the Tower Pullover, and the promotors 

of the attraction roped this off and, with the aid of flags and bunting, made quite an imposing arena.Scores of 

visiting and resident children had anticipated the sports for several days, and some of the former rose 

unusually early yesterday morning in order to indulge in a little final practice for the particular events 

selected. The parents were almost as keenly interested as the youngsters, and fully 3000 persons must have 

witnessed the programme, which extended from 10am until noon. The weather was glorious, and the roped-

off track and the vicinity made a picturesque scene. 

Twenty events were gone through, ten for girls and ten for boys. There was no lack of competitors, in fact, 

the reverse, and in several cases heats had to be run in order to ‘thin out’ the numerous participants. No less 

than 60 prizes were provided, these including camreas, cricket bats, tennis racquets, dolls, handbags, 

fountain pens, wallets, wristlet watches &c. They were distributed at the close by Mrs Jessap, mother of 

Coun. C T Jessap MBE, together with a large number of seaside buckets (filled with toffee) and spades 

presented as consolation prizes to the youngest non-winning competitor in each event. 

Girls Events:- Potato Race (under 15): 1 Mary Smith, Basford; 2 Marjorie Woodruff, Halifax; 3 Dorothy 

Bignall, Nottingham. 

 

Harold too was of a sporting nature and was a keen cricket player.  

Mr Harold Bignall Big Loss to Nottingham Sport – Nottingham Journal 18 July 1927 

The death of Mr Harold Bignall removes from Nottingham cricket one of its most enthusiastic players. He 

was well known as a member of the Forest Wanderers side, and had been a member of that club for some 20 

years, and captain of the first team until last season. He also figured prominently in the Forest local ‘test’ 

side. 

Mr Bignalls sporting activities were not restricted to cricket, for he also gained local distinction as a 

footballer and referee. Forest Wanderers wore black armlets in their match last Saturday in token of respect 

for their dead comrade. 

 

There are many mentions of the Bignall name in cricket scores in the Nottingham papers in the years prior to 

Harolds death but as they only use the name Bignall rather than Harold Bignall or H Bignall I cannot be 

absolutely positive these all refer to the same person. 

 

Bombs and Fleas – The Boredom of Tobruk. Aspley Soldiers Letter 

Nottingham Evening Post 27 April 1942 

First hand knowledge of the life of the defenders of Tobruk is contained in a letter received by Miss Joyce E 

Bignall of 192 Minver-crescent, Aspley, and written by Bombardier W E Coup, from a hospital in the 

Middle East. 
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Bombardier Coup writes in regard to Tobruk:”I’m proud to be able to say I was there all the time, and proud 

of those who were with me.. 

Tobruk relieved! It doesn’t seem possible. Seven months of bombs and boredom, dust and fleas, rumours of 

relief, and regular disappointment had almost made us believe that we were destined to grow wrinkled and 

grey-headed in this desolate semi-circle of desert. And now it is over, we feel a twisted affection for this 

place, which we had cursed so often. We have so many memories bound up with it, some memories that are 

pretty grim. That first introduction to machine-gunning, shelling and mortar-shelling, and that blazing 

afternoon in April when Stukas first swooped on us. So easy to look back now and smile, but at the time it 

was no joke – moments which are best forgotten. 

There were many dive-bombing attacks and shelling, but we survived them, and gave back rather better – 

sometimes it seemed by a miracle – than we got. Imagine a fortnight with a raid almost every quarter of an 

hour! 

Heaven to wash ourselves. Almost worse than bombs were fleas. Ours were obviously in the pay of the 

enemy. How we cursed them on moonlight nights, when we hoped to catch a couple of hours sleep before 

the inevitable procession of night bombers started. They would march and counter-march up and down our 

twitching bodies until we thought we would go crazy.  

Preferring to chance bombs to the certainty of fleas, we slept on a flat house roof for some time, with a grand 

view of the town. Each night a near one would wake us in time to see the usual fireworks, as multi-coloured 

tracers wove an ever-changing pattern amidst the star flashes of AA shells. Falling shrapnel hissed and 

whirred as a staccato cacophony of gunfire made a continuous background to the crump of bomsbs and 

woomph of heavy AA. Somehow it seemed incredible how we learnt to sleep through night raids. Before it 

had finished we had lain down to sleep, and fallen off. 

No wonder we looked forward to an afternoon by the sea now and again. Even if we had to keep an eye open 

for bombers, and dive into the caves for shelter from swooping machine-gunning Stukas it was Heaven to 

wash ourselves and our sweaty clothes in the clear sea water, and lie on the sand and dream of home, beer 

and beauty. 

Bardia Bill. And then we had out quiet days, when the wind howled, and the dust devils swept over the 

desert so that one could not venture out without goggles or eye-shields; and as we lay in our shallow dugouts 

dozing or reading some tattered paperback, the dust would settle in a floury yellow veil over face, hands and 

blanket. We ate and breathed this stuff so that we scarcely noticed it. And then the town hospital, where 

those who could move rolled under their beds 20 times a day as the building shook to the crash of bombs or 

shells from Bardia Bill and the AA barrage overhead. And that morning we looked out of our window at the 

end of the ward, and saw the first convoy to come in by road, slowly winding down the hill across the bay, 

the arrival of the first mobile canteen, and chats with New Zealanders. 

But mostly our grouse was plain boredom, week after week, month after month, the same eternal desert, the 

same discomforts, the raids at the same time.  

Well it’s over now, and as our glistening white hospital ship slips out of the harbour, I stand at the stern 

looking back towards the dipping golden sun and Tobruk. Goodbye Tobruk, with your shattered snowy walls 

and your crazy harbour, full of tilted sunken ships. And goodbye, old comrades, in the little desert cemetery. 

You deserve to sleep in peace.  

I turn on my heel, enter a spotless cabin, and sit down to fresh eggs and bacon, served by a nurse.” 

 

Forthcoming Marriages - Nottingham Evening Post 12 June 1943 

COUP-BIGNALL. The engagement is announced between Bdr W E (Ted) Coup (South Notts Hussars MEF) 

of 184 Perry-road, Nottingham and Joyce E Bignall, of 192 Minver-crescent, Nottingham. 

 

Ted and Joyce finally tied the knot in 1945. 
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Deaths published during April 1849 in the Nottingham Guardian 
Extracted by Phil Hand 

 

Surname Forename Date Died Age Died at Notes 

The following appeared in the 5
th

 April 1849 issue 
BARKS Elizabeth 1849 Mar 31 26 East Bridgford Wife of Mr John BARKS 

BYWATER James 1849 Apr 03 48 Carlton Street, 

Nottingham 

Died after a painful 

illness 

DURANT Mary Ann 1849 Apr 02 58 Hardy's Yard, 

Newark 

Wife of Mr John 

DURANT 

EYRE Frances 1849 Apr 11 45 South Parade, 

Market Place, 

Nottingham 

Wife of Mr. Wm. EYRE, 

Auctioneer 

FLINT Mrs 1849 Apr 03 73 Hemington  

HARRISON William 1849 Mar 31 15 Castle Donington Second son of Mr. John 

HARRISON, Basketmaker 

LONGBOTTOM Charlotte 1849 Apr 03 25 Parliament Street, 

Newark 

Spinster 

PARKIN William 1849 Apr 03 42 Grenville Street, 

Nottingham 

 

PAXTON Mary 1849 Mar 28 76 Beverlee MRS. 

PORTER Elizabeth 1849 Apr 02 69 Narrow Marsh, 

Nottingham 

 

RENALS John 1849 Apr 01 79 Wellingborough Rev. For many years 

pastor of the Independent 

Chapel, Wellingborough 

SWIFT Sarah 1849 Apr 03 67 Nottingham 

Union Workhouse 

 

TOWLE Ann 1849 Mar 31 60 Nottingham 

Union Workhouse 

 

      

The following appeared in the 12
th

 April 1849 issue 

BAXTER Maria 1849 Apr 09 50 Bingham Wife of Mr Thomas 

BAXTER, Coal Higgler 

BILBIE Ann 1849 Apr 11 58 Mansfield Road Relict of Wm. Bonner 

BILBIE, Gent. 

BIRD Ann 1849 Apr 05 26 Gedling Wife of Mr James BIRD 

Jun  

BOWN Sarah 1849 Apr 01 27 The house of her 

brother in law,  Mr. 

Charles 

BOWMAR, New 

Radford 

For nearly five years the 

faithful servant of Mr 

Kirke SWANN, St James 

terrace, Nottingham 

BRADLEY Thomas 1849 Apr 66 Plumtree Died after a painful 

illness. Farmer 

DRABBLE Mary 1849 Apr 08  Hady Died after a few days 

illness. Wife of John 

DRABBLE Esq, 

Solicitor, Chesterfield  

DYER Mary 1849 Apr 04 64 Orston Wife of Mr W DYER 

ELLIS John 1849 Apr 02 54 Hucknall Torkard Framework knitter 

EYRE Georgina 

Frances 

1849 Apr 02  Bawtry, 

Yorkshire 

Eldest daughter of the 

late Admiral Sir George 

EYRE KCB  
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Surname Forename Date Died Age Died at Notes 

FOSTER Caroline 1849 Apr 07 25 Epperstone Daughter of Mr Samuel 

FOSTER  

GODFREY Jonathan 1849 Apr 06 58 Clay Cross Died suddenly. Excise 

Officer 

GYLBY Jane 1849 Apr 08 90 Moorgate, 

Retford 

Relict of John GYLBY 

Esq, daughter of John 

PARKER Esq, and sister 

of the late Mr Alderman 

John PARKER of East 

Retford  

MABBOTT Wm 1849 Apr 05 57 Cropwell Bishop Malster 

MARTIN Frances 1849 Apr 09 6 Burton Joyce Daughter of William 

MARTIN, Farmer. [her 

surname is recorded as 

MASTERS]  

MAUDSON William 1849 Apr 05 70 Chesterfield Died after a long illness 

MILLINGTON Mary 1849 Apr 08 38 Langar Spinster 

NAYLOR Mary 1849 Apr 09 34 Basford Wife of Mr Samuel 

NAYLOR 

PARKER Wm 1849 Apr 05 72 Independent Hill, 

Nottingham 

 

PARNHAM Tamer 1849 Apr 06 72 Bellar Gate, 

Nottingham 

Died after a short illness. 

Wife of Mr Joseph 

PARNHAM, Parish 

Clerk of St Marys 

Nottingham 

SAXTON Sarah 1849 Apr 05 40 Burton Joyce Died after a long and 

painful illness, wife of 

Mr Henry SAXTON, 

Cordwainer.  

SHIPMAN Thomas 1849 Apr 08 73 St James Street, 

Nottingham  

Formerly a wealthy Lace 

Merchant of Nottingham 

SIMS Charles 

Henry 

1849 Apr 06 14m Chesterfield Son of Mr Wm SIMS, 

Wood Turner  

SMITH John 1849 Apr 11 78 Basford  

TAYLOR Mrs 1849 Apr 07  East Retford Wife of Mr TAYLOR, 

Saddler &c, Chapel Gate 

VICKERS Mary 1849 Apr 05 27 Beeston Eldest daughter of Mr 

William VICKERS of 

Nottingham  

WALKER Sarah 1849 Apr 05 72 Her son's 

residence, 

Sheffield 

Relict of Mr Wm 

WALKER, Sadler and 

Harness maker, Bridge 

Gate, Retford  

WARD Elizabeth 1849 Apr 11 79 George the Fourth 

Hotel, 

Nottingham 

Proprietor of the Hotel 

 
 

     

The following appeared in the 19
th

 April 1849 issue 

ASMAN Elizabeth 1849 Apr 12 48 Lincoln Wife of Mr R ASMAN 

BACON Edward 1849 Apr 14 73 Sutton 

Bonnington 

Esq 
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Surname Forename Date Died Age Died at Notes 

BACON Samuel 1849 Apr 18  Calow, near 

Chesterfield 

Died at an advanced age. 

Farmer  

BILBIE Anastasia 1849 Apr 11 60 Melbourne Street, 

Nottingham 

Relict of Mr William 

BILBIE 

BRETT Mary 1849 Apr 13 57 Nottingham 

Union Workhouse 

 

CAPORN Mary Hill 1849 Apr 15 21 Lombard Street, 

Newark 

Miss. Milliner 

CARRINGTON Geo 1849 Apr 13 25 Southwell Union 

Workhouse 

Belonging to the parish of 

Eakring 

CHAMBERLAIN Harriet 1849 Apr 13 17 Clarks Yard, 

Newark 

Daughter of Mr Thomas 

CHAMBERLAIN 

CLOSE Mary 1849 Mar 31  Naples Relict of John CLOSE 

Esq, of Manchester  

DICKINSON Thomas 1849 Apr 13 65 Worksop Wharfinger 

FORREST Ann 1849 Apr 17 40 Tapton, near 

Chesterfield 

Wife of Mr John 

FORREST, Malster  

HUGES Elizabeth 1849 Apr 12 46 Worksop  

LINGARD John 1849 Apr 13 64 Brimington, near 

Chesterfield 

Died after a few days 

illness. Farmer 

MILLINGTON Henry 1849 Apr 49 Bloomsgrove, 

near Nottingham 

Died after a few days 

illness 

MITCHELL Robert 1849 Apr 17 62 Rose Yard, Bellar 

Gate 

Musician 

PECHELL Thomas 1849 Apr 16  Carter Gate, 

Newark 

Wireworker 

SKINNER Mary 1849 Apr 09 80 Thoroton Widow 

SMEDLEY George 1849 Apr 15 62 Nottingham 

Union Workhouse 

 

SMITH James 1849 Apr 18 41 Mount East Street, 

Nottingham 
 

STANLEY Mrs 1849 Apr 16 30 Kingston Street, 

Sneinton 

Wife of Mr Jonathan 

STANLEY 

TAYLOR John 1849 Apr 11 40 Castle Donington  

WHEELDON Mary 1849 Apr 16 65 Castle Donington Mrs 

WIGFIELD William 1849 Apr 13 78 Nottingham 

Union Workhouse 

 

WRIGHT Josephine 1849 Apr 15  Ickhum Rectory, 

Kent 

Wife of the Rev John 

Adolphus WRIGHT  

      
The following appeared in the 26

th
 April 1849 issue 

ARCHER Thomas 1849 Apr 24 61 Gotham Engraver 

BOOTE Miss 1849 Apr 23  Park Terrace Died at an advanced age. 

Late of Castle Gate, 

Nottingham 

BRITTAN Hannah 1849 Apr 23 35 Carlton Wife of Mr John 

BRITTAN 

BROWN Charlotte 1849 Apr 23 23 Basford Died of consumption. 

Daughter of the late Mr G 

BROWN, Farmer 

BROWN Susannah 1849 Apr 23  Castle Donington Daughter of Mr Thomas 

BROWN, surgeon 

CAUNT Samuel 1849 Apr 19 73 Daybrook  
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Surname Forename Date Died Age Died at Notes 

FAIRHOLME Ruth 1849 Apr 16 70 Basford Wife of Mr Gervase 

FAIRHOLME, of 

Gedling 

FIDLER Mary 1849 Apr 23 82 Stoney Bridge, 

near Chesterfield 

Relict of Mr Jas FIDLER, 

formerly of Spital  

GREENWOOD John 1849 Apr 19  Nottingham 

Infirmary 

Died of consumption. 

Formerly of Hull. Died 

leaving a large family to 

deplore their loss  

HARROLD John 1849 Apr 19 36 Basford Shoemaker 

HENSON John 1849 Apr 4 Stoke Bardolph Grandson to Mr Wm 

HENSON, Labourer  

JOHNSON Mary 1849 Apr 21 42 Papplewick Wife of Mr Joseph 

JOHNSON 

JONES Charles 1849 Apr 24 42 Leicester An Artist of some 

celebrity, formerly of 

Nottingham  

LAWSON Charlotte 1849 Apr 22 36 Hucknall Torkard Died after a short illness. 

Wife of Mr John 

LAWSON, Grocer  

LEE Mr J 1849 Apr 23 63 Chesterfield Moulder 

MATTAM Jean Spence 1849 Apr 10  Her sister Miss 

SPENCE 

YEAMAN'S, of 

Murrie House, 

Dundee 

Died after a short illness. 

Widow of the late 

Captain Thomas 

MATTAM, of Farndon, 

Notts  

NORTH Mr A 1849 Apr 23 56 Lockington, near 

Castle Donington 

Cottager 

PARKER Ann 1849 Apr 25 77 East Retford Relict of the late 

Alderman D PARKER, 

and Mother of Mr 

Councillor E PARKER  

PARKER Catherine 1849 Apr 21 6 East Retford Eldest daughter of Mr 

James D PARKER, 

Watchmaker  

PARSONS Elizabeth 

Hendry 

Miller 

1849 Apr 20 24 Derby Road, 

Nottingham 

Wife of Mr Henry 

PARSONS, Agent 

PAYLING Christopher 1849 Apr 22 23 Dispensary 

Hospital, Newark 

 

PEACH John 1849 Apr 23  Castle Donington Landlord of The Castle 

Public House 

PEACH Mary 1849 Apr 24 53 Castle Donington Wife of Mr William 

PEACH, Boot and 

shoemaker  

PETERS Samuel 1849 Apr 22 46 Hucknall Torkard Framework knitter 

POTTER Elizabeth 1849 Apr 24 65 Linby Wighay Wife of Mr Wm 

POTTER, Farmer 

PRITCHARD Maria 1849 Apr 21  Nottingham Died after a long and 

severe illness. Wife of 

Martin Luther 

PRITCHARD Esq, of 

Liverpool  
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Surname Forename Date Died Age Died at Notes 

RADFORD Jane 1849 Apr 21 25 Hucknall Torkard Died after a short illness. 

Wife of Mr Andrew 

RADFORD, Framework 

knitter  

RAY James 1849 Apr 21 16 Brampton, near 

Chesterfield 

Writer at Messrs 

SMITHERS & MILLS, 

Surveyors  

SANSOME Richard 1849 Apr 22 84 Bulwell Died after a short but 

severe illness. Gardener  

SHAW Wm 1849 Apr 24  Dispensary 

Hospital, Newark 

Died suddenly at an 

advanced age, Builder  

SPRECKLEY Edward 1849 Apr 23 27 Dispensary 

Hospital, Newark 

Butcher, of Balderton 

Gate Newark 

TAYLOR Wm 1849 Apr 23 44 Chesterfield Slater 

TORR George 1849 Apr 22 45 Drury Hill, 

Nottingham 

Butcher 

WHILER Christopher 1849 Apr 19 72 His son's house, 

Manchester 

of Carlton 

WHITE Rev T 1849 Apr 18 72 Epperstone Rector and Minister of St 

James Chapel, 

Marylebone  

WHITEHEAD George 1849 Apr 19 26 Vincent Square 

Hospital, 

Westminster 

Private in the Coldstream 

Guards, and formerly of 

Worksop  

WILKINSON Richard 1849 Apr 24 80 Bulwell Died after a short illness. 

Farmer  

WILN Hannah 1849 Apr 20 56 Kegworth Died rather suddenly. 

Wife of  Mr Brian WILN  

WILSON Emma 1849 Apr 13 23 Worksop Seventh daughter of Mr 

Jas WILSON, Malster  

 

Directory Dipping 

THRUMPTON 

Extract from White’s 1885-86 Directory of Nottinghamshire 
A parish and picturesque village on the navigable river Trent, and near the confluence of that river with the 

Soar, and near the junction of the three counties of Notts, Leicester and Derby. The village is 8 miles SW 

from Nottingham. It is in Basford union. It had 163 inhabitants in 1881, and comprises 1080 acres of land. 

The soil in the upper part of the parish is a rich clay, but toward the Trent it is more sandy and fruitful. The 

Hon Lady Byron is Lady of the manor and owner of all the land, with the exception of 52 acres belonging to 

Mr Statham of Derby. The appearance of the village 

within modern times has greatly improved; the old 

thatched cottages having given place to brick dwellings 

roofed with slate. The National School was built a few 

years ago by Lady Byron 

Extract from Kellys 1922 Directory of 

Nottinghamshire 
A township, small village and parish, 2 miles from Trent 

Junction station on the Midland railway. Thrumpton Hall 

is the seat of the Rev Lord Byron MA who is lord of the 

manor and sole landowner. The chief crops are wheat, 

barley, beans and roots. Public Elementary School (boys 

& girls), situated in the park, was built by Lady Byron in 

1859, for 40 children  
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Subscriptions 
Individual UK/Europe £13, Joint Membership UK/Europe £16, Individual Overseas £16 

E-Journal Member (Journal sent via Email) £15 for 2 years 

All subscriptions and renewals should be sent to the Membership Secretary. 

 

Meetings 
Monthly meetings are held at the Nottinghamshire Archives, Nottingham on the third Wednesday of every 

month, The archives will be open from 5pm for members on meeting nights. Speakers will commence at 

7.15pm.  

 

Research Room 
Located within the National Justice Museum, Shire Hall, High Pavement, Nottingham. Access is free to 

members. 

Opening Times:  Please check the website (www.nottsfhs.org) in case of changes 

Wednesday by appointment only (please see website).  

Thursday 10.15am – 12.15pm  Friday 10.15am – 4.00pm 

First Saturday of the month March - October 10am – 12.00pm  November – February 10.30am – 12.30pm 

 

Bookshop 
Various books, maps, computer discs etc relating to genealogy and local history are available from the 

Society bookshop via the website at www.nottsfhs.org.uk or at the monthly meetings. The bookshop also 

attends Family History Fairs around the country, details of which may be found in the journal. 

 

 

Member Services 
The Society is unable to undertake personal research of any sort, but various searches are available. Postal 

queries can be sent to the members named below or ordered via the website bookstall at www.nottsfhs.org 

All relevant information should be provided and surnames given in CAPITALS. 

Please ensure you send your requests to the correct person or delays will occur. 

 

Parish Register Searches Nottinghamshire (Baptisms/Burials full transcription; Marriages Index only) 

Postal queries only: Specific individual from one type of register £4 

Contact Mr Stuart Mason, 26 Acorn Bank, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 7SH 

Email queries only: Specific surname from one type of register. Results will be emailed. £2 

Contact www.nottsfhs.org.uk and use the Searches button in the Shop. 

 

Surname Interests 

A list of surnames being researched by members is available on the website. Use the Website 'Members 

Contact' link or contact the Membership Secretary and quote the relevant members number to obtain contact 

details. 

 

 

Useful Addresses 
 

Nottinghamshire Archives and Southwell Diocesan Record Office 

County House, Castle Meadow Road, Nottingham NG2 1AG 

 

Nottinghamshire Local Studies Library 

Nottingham Central Library, Angel Row, Nottingham NG1 6HP 

 

The Department of Manuscripts and Special Collections (at Nottingham University)  

Kings Meadow Campus, Lenton Lane, Nottingham NG7 2NR 
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 

 
President & Programme Secretary 

Peter Hammond 

17 Lady Bay Road, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 5BJ 

Email: nottsfhspresident@nottsfhs.org 

 

  

Hon. Treasurer & Membership Secretary  

Peter Banham 

20 South Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 1ER 

Email: nottsfhstreasurer@nottsfhs.org 

Email: membership@nottsfhs.org 

 

 

Hon. Secretary 

Mary Ellis 

24 Rowan Court, Larkfields, Nuthall, Nottingham NG16 1FR 

Email: nottsfhssecretary@nottsfhs.org 

 

COUNCIL 
 

Council Member  

Peter Duke 

8 Grove Avenue, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 4ED 

 

Journal Editor            

Tracy Dodds 

39 Brooklands Drive, Gedling, Notts NG4 3GU 

Email: nottsfhsjournaleditor@nottsfhs.org 
 

Council Member 

Dominic Johnson 

33 Redhill Lodge Drive, Redhill, Notts, NG5 8JH 

 

Council Member 

Stuart Mason 

26 Acorn Bank, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 7SH 

 

Council Member  

Peter Townsend 

72 Haywood Road, Mapperley, Notts NG3 6AE 

 

Bookshop Manager  

Gary Stephenson 

Email: shopmanager@nottsfhs.org 

 

 

 

E-Journal Administrator Peter Banham 

 20 South Street, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG10 1ER 

   

Librarian & Margaret Watt 

Exchange Journals 40 Wadsworth Road, Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 8BD 

 

N.F.H.S. Web Site www.nottsfhs.org 
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