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2018 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 

 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 23
rd

 January 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Dave Annal ‘Lost in London’ 

Thursday 15
th
 February Jenny Mallin ‘A Grandmother’s Legacy; a memoir 

of 5 generations in the days of the Raj’ 

Thursday 15
th
 March A.G.M. & talk by 

John Symons 

‘Online Trees: Fact or Fiction?’ 

Thursday 19
th
 April  Ian Harvey ‘The Die is Cast: Drowning, Illegitimacy 

and Emigration. A Family History With 
Sources For the Brave’ 

Thursday 17
th
 May Else Churchill ‘18

th
 & 19

th
 Century Newspapers’  

Thursday 21
st
 June Tony Kemp  ‘The History of EMI’ 

Thursday 19
th

 July Rev. Paul Hullyer ‘Charles Booth − His Life and Labour 

of London’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Tuesday 4
th
 September 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Nick Barratt ‘Researching and Writing Your Family 

History’ 

Thursday 18
th

 October MEMBERS EVENING 

Tuesday 13
th

 November 

joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Derek Morris ‘Insurance and Family History’ 

Thursday 13
th

 December  SOCIAL/QUIZ NIGHT  

(To be confirmed 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
By Ian Harvey 

 

 

I have recently been researching Charles Mason. You may well ask why? 

Well he is the Mason that together with Jeremiah Dixon drew the Mason-

Dixon Line in America (1765) that became the defining boundary 

between the Northern (Union) and the Southern (Confederate) states. The 

Mason-Dixon Line exists today and the stones marking it are religiously 

preserved. It is claimed that the survey Mason and Dixon carried out was 

a prodigious feat of science, which it may well have been. However, 

anyone familiar with British history knows that a ruler and pencil in a pub 

saloon bar have been used more than once to carve up entire continents!  

 

In the Middle East during WW1 the ruler and pencil were accompanied 

by different coloured crayons: the French chose blue, we chose red.   

                                                                                                            

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
 

PALESTINE 
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Areas of influence were marked A for France and B for Britain. The one 

area neither wanted to touch, Israel/Palestine, was designated Palestine. 

This was the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 and the lines they drew 

largely determine the boundaries of countries in the Middle East today. 

 

But I digress; Charles Mason was born in the small hamlet of Weir, in the 

parish of Bisley, Gloucestershire. However he was baptised in 

neighbouring Sapperton on 1
st
 May 1728. Why was he born in one parish 

and baptised in another?  

 

The answer may well be that because the parish of Bisley sprawled across 

quite a big area, Weir was 3½ miles from Bisley church. Much closer to 

Weir was Sapperton church only ¾ of a mile away. Bisley church lay at 

the top of a steep hill and as those who know the topography of the 

Stroud valleys, a walk all the way up hill can be daunting. It is therefore 

not surprising that people at the far end of the parish (at the bottom of the 

hill) went to the nearest church. 

 

He must have been educated well because he became a talented 

mathematician and astronomer, which is why he was asked to team up 

with Dixon to plot the Mason-Dixon Line.  (As an aside, Mason also 

became a good friend of Benjamin Franklin).   

 

When considering where he was at school the received wisdom is that he 

was educated at Tetbury Grammar school.  

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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However, this was 10 miles away across the top of the Cotswolds so 

would a teenager walk 10 miles to school in the 1740s? Or would he 

walk/hitch a ride 6 miles along the bottom of the valley to the Red Coat 

School (founded in 1642) located in the largest local town Stroud; in the 

absence of any proof it is my hunch that this is where he went.  

 

In the 19
th
 century this school became the grammar school that I later 

attended. Whilst I was there a number of my classmates came from the 

Bisley/Sapperton end of the valley as it was the natural hub of the five 

surrounding valleys. Surely Mason would have done the same and 

knowing that the Red Coat School had become my grammar school, I had 

an interest in finding out about him. 

 

All of this brings me to a couple of conclusions for family history 

research. Firstly, you need to know the topography or landscape, of where 

your ancestor lived. Our ancestors were hardy folk but I suspect that if 

they didn’t have to track up hill they didn’t.  

 

As a consequence, having understood the topography, then records in 

adjacent parishes or towns and villages might be of value. Just looking at 

a map doesn’t really give you a feel for the area. So as the summer 

holidays beckon, climb into your walking boots and visit where your 

ancestors lived.  The lie of the land may give you some useful clues as to 

where to research next! 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

It seems that my little piece ‘Beware of False Information’ in the 

December 2017 edition and our various appeals for help might have 

inspired our member Melanie Winterbotham. Melanie has responded with 

a number of short stories that describe some embarrassing errors she has 

discovered in the course of her researches. We will present these ‘errors’ 

as a series beginning with this journal and then one in each of the 

subsequent editions. Thank you Melanie for taking up the challenge! 

My article mentioned above contained a ‘typo’. This can be found on 

page 15 (1919 and 1920 should of course have read 1819 and 1820). 
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THEY WERE HUGUENOTS – THEY WEREN’T FROM 

WILTSHIRE 

By Melanie Winterbotham 
 

 

After I had hit a brick wall with a 3 x great grandmother, I was given a 

copy of research carried out by my father’s uncle Fred. Like me, he could 

not find her marriage, but as a good genealogist he had questioned elderly 

living relatives. They told him that her surname was FURNELL and that 

she was a member of a Huguenot family. Fred then found out that Louisa 

Jane FURNELL was born 1796 in London and that her forebears were 

‘curriers’ in the Leicester Square/Fields area. 

 

Fred’s thoughts then took a misguided turn, which a female genealogist 

would surely not have made. FURNELL is not a very common name and 

may be Norman French so Fred studied its incidence in the U.K. and even 

in Ireland.  

 

He found a concentration of families in the area round Marlborough, 

Wiltshire He dismissed these because his informant had told him that 

Louisa Jane came from a Huguenot family.  He explored various avenues 

in order to find FURNELL immigrants who entered this country in the 

late 17
th

 or even late 16
th
 century but found nothing.  

 

In this process he made no fewer than four errors or omissions: 

 

He assumed that it was the FURNELLs who were Huguenots. 

 

He searched the records of St. Anne’s Soho, London for the marriage of 

Louisa Jane’s parents. This church was often used by the Huguenots but 

Fred found nothing. Unlike research today he did not have the advantage 

of the IGI or all the various facilities available on the Internet. 

 

Fred was a solicitor and I suspect that instead of checking the FURNELL 

wills himself he got someone else to read them. He might well have sent 

a young articled clerk to check a will for some other client and thought it 

a good idea to check the FURNELL wills for names and details at the 

same time. 

 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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He did not consult the Curriers’ Company records. I now know the facts 

to be as follows: 

 

The FURNELLs were not Huguenots and their wills refer clearly to land 

in Marlborough. The apprenticeship record of Louisa Jane’s great 

grandfather in 1708 shows he was the son of a Marlborough cheese 

factor. 

 

However, Louisa Jane’s mother was Louisa GILLES, the daughter of 

Lewis (Louis) GILLES, a Laceman in Long Acre, London. His father had 

come to London from Normandy as a babe in arms in 1685. 

 

Always remember, every ancestor has two parents; if you fix on a single 

name line, you can go awry! 

 

N.B. I admit that I did not know what a ‘Currier’ did or was. Wikipedia 

via Google gave the following explanation: 

 

‘A currier is a specialist in the leather processing industry. After the 

tanning process, the currier applies techniques of dressing, finishing and 

colouring to the tanned hide to make it strong, flexible and waterproof. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN CASE YOU DON’T KNOW! 
 

 

The G.R.O. pilot scheme, whereby it is possible to obtain pdf copies of 

birth and death certificates will continue until October 2018.  

 

We understood that it was due to finish in February 2018 so this useful 

resource will continue to answer research questions at a cost of £6.00 

each instead of £9.25. An added bonus is that the pdf copy usually arrives 

after 3 days. 
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THE SOUND OF STOKE TALMAGE 

By John Lovelock 
 

 

This article first appeared in the ‘Oxfordshire Family Historian’ (the 

Oxfordshire Family History Society Journal April 2005) and John has 

kindly submitted it for us to reproduce here. The Charles referred to is our 

treasurer Charles HAMPSHIRE!  

                                                                       

‘Where was your Grandfather born?’ asked Charles. ‘Frimley in Surrey I 

think’ I replied. 

 

This casual remark in May 2000 was my introduction to the fascinating 

(and frustrating!) world of family history. The limit of my knowledge was 

that my father George William LOVELOCK had been born in Athlone, 

Eire and I remember being taken, as a child, to Frimley and being shown 

the village where my Grandfather William George LOVELOCK was 

born. 

 

Charles was researching his HAMPSHIRE ancestors, and had purchased 

a copy of the 1881 census on CD Rom and offered to look for my 

Grandfather. 

 

We found William George living with his parents George William 

LOVELOCK and Mary Ann WATTS in Reading, Berkshire. The 1881 

census indicated that my Grandfather was born in Yateley, Hampshire 

(just across the border from Frimley in Surrey) and my Great 

Grandfather, George William, was born in the town of Watlington in 

Oxfordshire. 

 

I thought that this was wonderful information but where do I go from 

here? The answer came in July that year when I spotted an article in the 

Bucks Free Press promoting the Buckinghamshire Family History Society 

Fair at Aylesbury Grammar School. 

 

I dragged my brother Patrick along and hoped someone would be able to 

give me guidance on pursuing my search. To my delight I spotted a stall 

for the Oxfordshire Family History Society where I met Dr. Hugh 

Kearsey and his wife Jean.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Hugh sat me down at a computer and with a couple of clicks with the 

mouse found my Great Grandfather and two more generations in the 1851 

Census – amazing, by lunchtime I would be back to William the 

Conquerer!  

 

George William was living with his Grandfather (my 3 x G Grandfather) 

James LOVELOCK and his wife Sarah WRIGHT at a farm in Stoke 

Talmage or Wheatfield and George William’s father George 

LOVELOCK (my GG Grandfather) was a Master butcher in Shirburn 

Street, Watlington living with his wife Anne Squire GORDGE. The 1851 

census indicated that both James and George were born in Wallingford, 

Berkshire (now Oxfordshire). Incidentally I later discovered that the 

census enumerator in 1851 for Stoke Talmage was James’s son Henry.  

 

This discovery prompted me to write a letter to the Wallingford Herald 

which was published under the title ‘Lost LOVELOCKs’! 

 

I was contacted by a local historian, David Beasley who later provided 

me with information on the LOVELOCKs of Wallingford from local 

newspapers and a former resident of the town John Talbot. John sent me a 

complex family tree showing all the parish register and census entries 

relating to the children of John LOVELOCK (my 4 x GGrandfather) and 

his wife Mary WHITWICK who were married at St. Leonard’s 

Wallingford on the 15
th

 November 1779. 

 

Remarkably in four months I had found five generations and gone back 

220 years. 

 

The following spring, Charles suggested looking in the Genealogical 

Research Directory to see if any other researchers were looking for 

LOVELOCK ancestors. We found two people in Australia looking for 

LOVELOCKs in Wallingford so I wrote to them. Their replies proved 

that we were related to John LOVELOCK and in addition I was 

introduced to the LOVELOCK Mailing List on Rootsweb and the 

LOVELOCK Family History Web Site. 

 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Web Site includes extracts from Parish Registers and showed that 

James LOVELOCK was baptised at St. Mary Le More, Wallingford on 

the 19
th
 January 1785 and he was buried at St. Mary Magdalene, Stoke 

Talmage on the 28
th

 January 1864 aged 79. 

 

Several trade directories held by the Oxfordshire Record Office listed 

James as a farmer in Stoke Talmage but didn’t include the name of the 

farm. Eventually I found the location in the Post Office Directory of 

Berks & Oxon 1864 at the Centre for Oxfordshire Studies. The entry read 

‘James LOVELOCK farmer and overseer (of the poor) Stoke Farm’. 

 

In September 2001 I visited Stoke Talmage church and farm. According 

to the Victoria County History the farm possibly dates from the 16
th
  

century. Since at least the mid 19
th
 century the property has been part of 

the Earl of Macclesfield’s Shirburn Estate and I met the current tenant 

farmer. 

 

The interior still showed evidence of filming. The BBC used the farm as 

the location for a thriller (set on Dartmoor!) called The Sleeper which 

starred Anna Massey and George Cole. Stoke Talmage Church has 

appeared in a memorial service scene in an episode of Midsomer Murders 

where members of the local orchid society were meeting untimely deaths. 

 

Shortly after my visit I was told excitedly by a churchwarden that James 

LOVELOCK was mentioned in the autobiography of Francis Pigou 1832-

1916 (‘Phases of my Life’ published by Edward Arnold, London in 1898) 

who was Curate of St. Mary Magdalene between 1855 and 1856. A copy 

of his book had been found in the library at Christ Church Oxford. 

Francis Pigou later became Dean of Bristol and a Chaplain to Queen 

Victoria.   

 

The chapter on his first curacy is a most entertaining read and gives a 

wonderful insight into life in a rural parish in the middle of the 19
th
 

Century. Francis Pigou was born at Baden Baden, Germany of English 

parents and educated at Trinity College Dublin. He was ordained at 

Cuddesdon Church on Sunday 4
th

 March 1855 and after breakfast with 

the Bishop of Oxford the next morning set off for Stoke Talmage armed 

with a copy of a Guide to the Churches in the Diocese of Oxford which 

described Stoke Talmage Church as being of ‘debased structure’.   
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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On arrival he found that cocks and hens roosted in the pulpit on 

weekdays! 

 

Francis took lodgings in James LOVELOCK’s farmhouse and clearly 

found it difficult to adjust to rural life after his life in town and gown. He 

found the silence oppressive and missed intellectual conversation. In 

addition the local population was mostly illiterate and poor. Francis 

preached his first sermon on the 19th March 1855 – the Day of 

Humiliation. 

 

He reserved his most scathing comments for the church choir. 

 

‘The choir was something per se. I had a trio of violin, flageolet, and long 

French horn…. The choir took infinite pains over their practices at the 

village inn (Red Lion) …. To a musical ear, and to one accustomed, as I 

had been, to the beautiful music in Trinity College Chapel, under the 

direction of Dr. Stewart, that at Stoke Talmage was something awful…. I 

got rid of the abominable French horn in a way I least expected. One 

evening when the gallery was very full, a fat farmer sat on it, and 

rendered it useless.’ 

 

James’s father John LOVELOCK gave his occupation at the time of his 

marriage in 1779 as a maltster and he became licensee of The Mermaid 

Inn on the corner of St. Martin’s Street and Church Lane, Wallingford 

that year. The Universal British Directory 1790-98 lists John as victualler 

and the inn was run by his descendents until 1875. An inquest was held in 

the inn and reported in the Oxford Chronicle 26
th
 September 1874. Henry 

gave evidence into the death of Frederick FRANCIS who collapsed and 

died on the premises – ‘Verdict – Sudden death by the visitation of God’. 

The licence was not renewed following the death of the last landlord 

Henry Gibbs LOVELOCK in March 1876. The building later became a 

shop and was demolished to be replaced by a Post Office in 1936. It is 

now a restaurant. 

 

All of John’s children were baptised at St. Mary le More across the road 

and probably grew up in the Mermaid Inn. 

 

Newspaper cuttings from the Oxford Chronicle, Oxford Times and 

Wallingford Times between 1845 and 1882 provide a fascinating insight 

into the way my ancestors lived and died in this riverside town.               
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Cuttings include cricket matches, criminal offences, deaths, pony races 

and inquests. 

 

The Oxford Chronicle 18
th

 August 1866 reported as follows: 

 

‘BOROUGH BENCH Aug 10 

 

Before the Mayor and R Payne Esq 

Frederick LOVELOCK of Wallingford, labourer, was charged with 

stealing a carving knife and fork, value 5s the property of William Batten, 

lodging house keeper Wood Street Wallingford. Committed for one 

month’s hard labour.  

– The prisoner was further charged with wilfully threatening to murder 

Elizabeth Batten, wife of the prosecutor in the above case, the 

prosecutrix, however, withdrew the charge.’ 

 

James LOVELOCK moved to Watlington together with his brother John 

at the beginning of the 19
th
 century and married Sarah WRIGHT at St. 

Leonards, Watlington on the 15
th
 March 1808. Land Tax records indicate 

that he was a tenant of Thomas BRACEY in 1809 and later rented 

property in the town owned by the Earl of Macclesfield. 

 

By 1815 he had his own property and moved to a larger house in 1822 

probably helped by a £50 legacy in his father’s will that was proved in 

1818. 

 

In the 1823 Pigott’s Directory James is listed as a butcher (probably in 

premises in Shirburn Street) and his brother John is listed as corn dealer 

and maltster (again probably in Shirburn Street). 

 

At the time of the 1841 census James was living in Couching Street, 

Watlington, occupation farmer and his son George was running the 

butcher’s shop in Shirburn Street. Three years later the 1844 Pigotts 

Directory has James running the Hare & Hounds in Market Place. John 

Hampden is rumoured to have stayed here the night before he was 

mortally wounded at Chalgrove Field in the English Civil War. 

 

 
                                                                                                            
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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By the mid 1840s James had opened the Fox and Hounds next door to the 

butcher’s shop in Shirburn Street. The first Directory entry for the Fox 

and Hounds was in the 1847 Post Office Directory with his son Frederick 

as licensee. 

 

By the time of the 1851 census James had moved to Stoke Talmage 

where he took on the tenancy of Stoke Farm which was described as 

having 200 acres and eight labourers. When James died in 1864 he left 

the Fox and Hounds and butcher’s shop to his sons Frederick and George. 

 

In the early 1860s another LOVELOCK, Frederick and George’s cousin, 

Charles Gibbs, appeared in the town to run a draper’s shop in Market 

Place. Frederick continued to run the Fox and Hounds until he died in 

October 1869 and the business passed to Charles.  

 

The 1878 Post Office Directory indicates that Charles was still the 

licensee, but by the time the 1881 census was taken, he had moved with 

his family to run the Leopold Arms at 36 Cornmarket in Oxford. He died 

two years later and is buried in East Ilsley, Berkshire. In the 1883 Kelly’s 

Directory the licensee of the Fox and Hounds was Samuel PLOWMAN. 

 

George LOVELOCK married Anne Squire GORDGE by licence at St. 

Leonards, Watlington on the 1
st
 May 1844 and continued to run the 

butcher’s shop for at least a further 20 years as he is in the 1864 Kelly’s 

Directory for Oxfordshire. However by the time of the 1871 census the 

business had been taken over by Thomas MARSHALL; George had 

taken early retirement and moved with his family to Countess Gardens, a 

fine Georgian town house, in Northfield End, Henley-on-Thames 

Oxfordshire, where he died in 1895.  

 

The butcher’s shop was briefly run by his son James at the beginning of 

the 1890’s. James appears in the 1891 census but his name does not 

appear in Kelly’s 1891 Directory. 

 

The LOVELOCK connection with Watlington that had begun with the 

arrival of James and John almost 90 years earlier had ended. 

 

 
                                                                                                            
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Fox and Hounds is still there but the butcher’s shop closed circa 

1990 and the premises were purchased by Brakspears Brewery of Henley-

on- Thames who extended the pub. The old coaching barn and 

outbuildings have been converted to provide B & B accommodation. 

There were eight Inns and eleven beer retailers in Watlington in 1853. At 

my last visit to Watlington (said to be the smallest town in England) three 

pubs remained – The Fox and Hounds, The Chequers and The Carriers 

Arms. 

 

You may be wondering what happened to my great grandfather, George 

William, whom we met at the beginning of this story, living with his 

grandfather James, at Stoke Farm. 

 

George William probably served an apprenticeship with his father George 

as he was living above the butcher’s shop when the census was taken in 

1861.  

 

He married Mary Ann WATTS at St. Peter’s, Caversham, Oxfordshire 

(now part of Reading Borough) on the 23
rd

 July 1868 and became a 

journeyman butcher working for various employers in Oxfordshire, 

Berkshire and Hampshire before opening his own butcher’s shop at 5 

Friday Street Henley-on-Thames circa 1900. Sadly he only ran his own 

business for two years before dying aged 55 in February 1902. 

 

During the course of my research I have discovered other family 

connections in the area. 

 

James’s brother Stephen LOVELOCK, was licensee of the Red Lion, 

Thame, between 1821 and 1824. He died in 1826 and his widow, Alice 

CHALIS, later ran the Coach and Horses in Stokenchurch, until her death 

in 1866. Her son Thomas briefly ran the pub after her death. Incidentally 

Stokenchurch transferred to Buckinghamshire in 1896.   

 

James’s nephew William LOVELOCK, married Mary HUDSWELL at 

St. Leonards Watlington in September 1834 and moved to Wheatly where 

he became a grocer, draper, Postmaster and later Registrar of Births and 

Deaths for good measure!  

 

Little did I realise what impact that casual remark, almost eighteen years 

ago, would have but it has been a fascinating journey of discovery to 

learn about the lives of my ancestors in South East Oxfordshire.         
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In the interim LOVELOCK family historians have continued to build up 

a wealth of information on the LOVELOCK Family History Web Site 

and hopefully one day we will be able to link up my family tree (known 

as the Wallingford line) with other family trees that date back to the 16
th
 

Century in Wiltshire. 

 

The LOVELOCK Line 

 

John LOVELOCK   c 1739 – 1817 Locations: Reading? Berks, South 

 Berks, Stoke? Oxon, Wallingford.  

 

James LOVELOCK 1785-1864           Locations: Wallingford Berks,  

 Watlington and Stoke Talmage, 

 Oxon. 

 

George LOVELOCK 1814 – 1895 Locations:  Watlington and 

 Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. 

 

George William 1846 – 1902 Locations: Watlington, Stoke 

 Talmage, Caversham and Henley 

 Oxon, Yateley Hants, Reading 

 and Twyford, Berks. 

 

William George 1873- 1924 Locations: Yateley Hants, Reading 

 Reading, Eire, Middlesex Woking Berks Henley Oxon Eire 

 Willesden and Wembley.   

 

George William 1897-1971 Eire, Henley, Oxon, Woking      

                                                             Berks, USA, Willesden, Wembley,   

                                                             and Northolt, Middx. 

                       

 

A FOLLOW UP! 

By Dilys Ashworth (A2) 
 

 

Dilys refers to her feature in the December 2008 edition which featured 

her family in ‘The Great Grandparents Survey’. Dilys writes: 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society     15                                                  June 2018 

I enclose a copy of a newspaper notice of the auction of the farm 

equipment and household furniture at Ling Farm, Wortham. My great 

grandmother Mrs. Clarisa RUSH then aged 56 evidently had to part with 

everything so as to move in with one of her sons in London. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

                                 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Transcription of Sale Notice: 

 

DISS EXPRESS AND NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK JOURNAL 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1877 

 

On Thursday, Sept. 27
th

, at 11 o’clock precisely. 

 

LING FARM, WORTHAM, near DISS. 

4 very powerful and active Cart Mares and Geldings, Black Pony quiet to 

ride and drive, 2 choice Milch Cows, Swine and Poultry; light running 

double breasted road waggon, two harvest waggons, 3 tumbrils, turnip 

cart, 2 iron ploughs with appendages, Bentall’s broadshares scarifier 

horse hoe, 3 gangs of wood and iron harrows, jointed barley roll, capital 

chaff cutter with horse works complete, Ransome and Sims corn dressing 

machine, corn blower, 90 corn sacks, Adam’s root pulper, Gardner’s 

turnip cutter on wheels, 28 iron fold hurdles, 7 dozen gate hurdles, 

ladders, troughs, capital oil cake breaker, weighing machine and 

weights, 13 steel forks, iron pig troughs, 2 large iron drinking pans, bins, 

mangers, the cart and plough harness, and the usual tools, &c. 

The neat HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE includes mahogany, dining, loo, 

and other tables, well made walnut drawing room suite in green damask, 

fine toned cottage pianoforte in handsome case nearly new, handsome 

chimney glass. Brussels and other carpets and hearth rugs, fenders and 

fire irons, mahogany horsehair seated couch, bureau well fitted, weather 

barometer, capital double barrelled gun, eight elm chairs, 8 day clock, 

mahogany four post and other bedsteads, 3 capital feather beds and 

bedding, mahogany chests of drawers, wardrobe, cane seated chairs, 

carpeting, dressing tables and glasses. The usual kitchen and scullery 

requisites, capital brewing and dairy utensils, and miscellaneous effects, 

by direction of Mrs. Rush who retires from farming. − 350 Lots. 

 

 

Dilys has found on the internet the following information about Ling 

Farm: 

 

Ling Farm, Low Road, Wortham St. Mary, Mid-Suffolk. 

 

A grade II listed building dating from the early 17
th
 century with 19

th
 

century alterations. The farm house is shown below. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Ling Farm House, Wortham, Suffolk 

 

 

 

HAREFIELD TO HAREFIELD 

By  Colyn Storer 

 

 

I first visited Harefield, Middlesex with my husband in April 1992. It was 

late on a Sunday afternoon and we were met by someone from the church 

who asked where we came from, we replied Australia. This person then 

said “Have you come to see the Australian War Cemetery?” I knew 

nothing whatsoever about this and I have never thought about it since 

then. I already knew that my ancestors had been in Harefield and/or 

Ruislip from the early 1700s and was interested to find some of the 

gravestones of the TRUMPER, SPICER and associated families which 

were to be found behind the church. 
                                                                                                           (contd.)  
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As the years went on I learned more of those families and also the 

PHIPPS family who arrived to work in the Copper Mills in the late 1700s. 

They were never as well off as the other families and I found that some of 

their graves were marked as ‘rail’ in the BAX transcriptions of the late 

1800s, but I could not find them in the grave transcriptions by Hillingdon 

in the 1980s. I have always suspected, but have no proof, that their graves 

may have been in the church grounds that were used to create the 

Australian War Memorial Cemetery. 

 

However, for a completely unrelated reason I have just started looking at 

some of the siblings of my grandfather – Arthur Hood MARSHALL, 

1869-1943, following a recent visit to some of my cousins and relations 

in Perth, West Australia.  

 

Arthur was the fourth child of Charles James McDougall MARSHALL 

1838-1906, and Ellen (Helina) Maria nee PHIPPS 1845-1923. Charles 

was born in the Islington area of London BUT and this is the point Ellen 

was born in Harefield, the daughter of Frederick PHIPPS 1819-1909 and 

Anne Weedon TRUMPER 1821-1896. He worked at the Copper Mills as 

did most of his relatives, including his father and grandfather (Ralph 

PHIPPS 1761-1831 who was born in Croydon, Surrey and married in 

Wimbledon where he worked in the copper mills). 

 

ONE of Charles and Ellen’s sons was Frederick Adair MARSHALL 

1871-1950 who married Christina Ann HART in Victoria in 1893.  

 

I had found his death notice in the Sydney Morning Herald many years 

earlier and it was sad to see that only one of their children, Leslie Herbert 

survived his father.  

 

I had some basic records of one son Henry Kitchener MARSHALL who 

died in 1942 at Bathurst NSW, but I had not really looked for anything 

specific. However on 12
th
 November 2017 following Remembrance Day, 

I just Googled his name and found that he had enlisted in the Australian 

Army WW2 and was involved in an accident when he was hit with a bike 

after dark and died a couple of days later. 

 

Now the amazing thing was a separate record which stated that his other 

brother, Frederick John William MARSHALL born 1896, had in 1916 

enlisted in the Australian WW1 Service.                                          (contd.) 
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Fortunately Australian WW1 records are all fully digitised and available 

for free online and it only took a short while to glance through it and find 

the most amazing connection. 

 

Frederick was a driver in France but by October 1918 he was in England. 

Tragically at that time there was an influenza epidemic, known as 

Spanish Flu, and he fell victim to it like so many other young soldiers. He 

was hospitalised at No. 1 AUSTRALIA AUXILIARY HOSPITAL 

located at Harefield Park in Harefield where he died two days after his 

22nd birthday on 3
rd

 December 1918 and he was buried in the War 

Cemetery, Grave Number 92. 

 

                                                  

Notification of Death                                     The Argus Melbourne  

                                                                     Saturday 21
st
 Dec. 1918 

 

Transcriptions of these documents are given below. 

 

Transcription of Death Notification: 

 

Frederick John William Marshall died 3 Dec 1918 at 1st Australian 

Auxiliary Hospital, HAREFIELD England 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Transcription of the Bereavement Notice placed by the parents in the The 

Argus newspaper Melbourne (and other Australian Newspapers): 
 

MARSHALL—Officially reported died of pneumonia, 3rd December, in 

1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital, England, Driver Frederick John 

William (103rd Howitzer Battery), dearly loved eldest son of Mr. and 

Mrs. F. Marshall, 49 Northcote road, Armadale (late of North 

Melbourne), and loving brother of Violet, Leslie, and Henry; grandson of 

the late Charles and of Ellen Marshall, North Carlton;also of the late 

John and Mary Hart, late of Chewton; loved nephew of Mrs. A. H. 

Garrett (Sydney), Mrs. A. S. Turner, and Mrs. R. Lean (Western 

Australia), Corporal James Hart (in England, wounded), and Bugler 

Henry Oliver Hart (Anzac), who died of wounds received at the 

Dardenelles, 17th June, 1915; cousin of Corporal Frank Dale, of South 

Yarra (Anzac, returned) and Privates Dave and Alf Beynon, of East 

Prahran (on active service), aged 22 years and 2 days. 

Deeply mourned. 

(Inserted by his sorrowing parents.) 

 

Typical Harefield ward in WW1 

So his grandmother Ellen Maria MARSHALL (nee PHIPPS) knew that 

her grandson died of pneumonia at the No. 1 Australian Hospital in 

Harefield the village where she was born and lived until 10 years old. 

Because she died around five years later she must also have known that 

he was buried in the same graveyard as her grandparents, uncles and 

aunts. 
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AWAITING THE CALL ─ UP 

By John Bridger 
 

On 1
st
 April 2018 the RAF was 100 years old. With this in mind I recalled 

my National Service call-up as follows:  

 

My only knowledge of what service could be like was from the advice 

passed on by the ex-servicemen in the office where I worked. As I was 17 

years old their stories were designed to frighten me about the prospect of 

two year’s National Service. They did however pass on the ‘tricks of the 

trade’ which proved to be very valuable. 

 

Another source of information was from my elder brother by 1 year; he 

had served in the RAF aircrew aptitude testing section. Knowing I wanted 

to enter the RAF he passed on a sure way to be accepted into the RAF.  

 

On registration I needed to declare my wish to be considered for aircrew. 

Since only those actually in the RAF were being tested, it would mean 

being accepted in the service before one could be tested. Once in the RAF 

you stayed there even after failing aircrew tests! 

 

The registration went as I expected but there was the anxious wait for the 

call-up papers, travel warrant, instructions etc which when they did arrive 

gave my call-up date as 6
th
 January 1953. In the meantime I had learnt to 

drive and a few days before departure I passed my driving test in our old 

Ford 10 van. Having a licence was to prove very useful later when I was 

posted to Hong Kong (another story that has appeared in an earlier 

Journal!) 

 

My train was waiting at Swansea’s Victoria station (no longer there) and 

the journey to Crewe was a lonely and nervous couple of hours. Although 

the route was through scenic parts of the Welsh countryside I couldn't 

really enjoy it.  

 

At Crewe station the new conscripts were met by our first encounter with 

the RAF who directed us onto lorries and before we knew it we had 

arrived at Padgate, the reception camp. Memories there include haircuts, 

medicals, measurement for uniform and being issued with a mug and 

cutlery.                                                                                               (contd.) 
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Civilian clothes were still worn until the uniform was ready then, with a 

full kit issued it was into uniform every day. There were many laughs at 

the cut of the uniforms - they weren’t quite Savile Row tailoring!  

 

After all the administration had been dealt allocation to ‘square bashing’ 

camps followed. Since my aircrew preference had been noted I was sent 

to the testing centre at RAF Hornchurch, Essex. Not an unpleasant few 

days and tests covered technical and logic ability, vision including field 

vision and reaction, colour recognition and sight chart. There was a 

thorough medical and physical assessment and of course interviews with 

officers of various ranks. Unfortunately the end result was that my 

eyesight precluded me from any prospect of flying other than as a 

navigator wearing contact lenses. However, they informed me that there 

was no call for navigators! What a nice way of turning me down! 

 

Then it was on to the square bashing camp at RAF Hednesford, Cannock 

Chase, Staffordshire. Bleak and uninviting it was to be my home for the 

next few months. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PER ARDVA AD ASTRA (Towards the stars) 
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2018 CENTENARY YEAR OF THE R.A.F. 
 

 

As part of the RAF centenary events a series talks entitled ‘A history of 

RAF Northolt’ will be held in Hillingdon Libraries. The free talks will be 

presented by personnel from RAF Northolt. 

 

Please contact the individual library to book your free place: 

 

      Thu 21 Jun 10.30am to midday Northwood 

 

 Thu 12 Jul 10am to 11.30am  Yiewsley 

 

  Fri 20 Jul 10.30am to midday Oak Farm 

 

        Thu 30 Aug 11am to 12.30pm Harlington 

  

 Thu 30 Aug 3pm to 4.30pm South Ruislip  

  

 Wed 12 Sep  11 am to12.30pm Charville  

  

 Wed 26 Sep 10.30am to midday Hayes End   

  

 Thu 11 Oct 11am to 12.30pm Harefield 

 

 Thu 11 Oct  3pm to 4.30pm  West Drayton  

  

 Thu 25 Oct 10am to 11.30am Manor Farm 
 

 

 

DISCOVERING MY NORTH EAST FAMILY 

By Helen Cope 

 

 

One branch of my family, the FERGUSONs, hailed from the northeast of 

England, they came from County Durham and Sunderland. My 

grandfather, Joshua FERGUSON, a tool hardener by trade, left 

Sunderland during a depression when there was no work and walked to 

London with his brother to start afresh. In London he met and married my 

grandmother and never went back to Sunderland.                            (contd.) 
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His eldest daughter, my mother, never met or knew anything about her 

father’s side of the family in the northeast; it seems that all ties with them 

were lost. There were no memories or stories about them to kick off the 

family history search of my Sunderland connection. When I started to 

research the FERGUSON family I found that FERGUSON is an 

extremely common name around the Sunderland area which meant quite 

a few wrong certificates dropping through my letter box! Perseverance 

paid off and I have found a rich history of my family in the industrial 

northeast and the sad story of my 2 x great grandfather John Alexander 

FERGUSON.  

 

The first record I have of the FERGUSON family living there is from the 

late 18th century. John FERGUSON was born in Sunderland in 1792 and 

married Eleanor TYZACK at St Peter’s Church, Monkwearmouth, 

Sunderland on 13
th
 November 1821. John and Eleanor produced ten 

children between 1822 and 1847 and although John was a schoolmaster 

none of his children followed him into the teaching profession or chose 

an academic path. Instead they worked in the booming industries of the 

area; shipbuilding, rope making, ironworks, glassworks and the potteries. 

 

My 2 x great grandfather John Alexander FERGUSON born in 1823 was 

the second son of John and Eleanor.  In the censuses for 1841 and 1851 

he was recorded as a carpenter and he remained living at home until his 

marriage at the age of 30 in 1853. On his marriage certificate his 

occupation was given as shipwright, which meant he was a highly skilled 

man working in the shipyards.  His wife was Ann Cooper who had 

worked as a domestic servant. She had grown up in the town of 

Washington, County Durham, one of seven siblings in a coal mining 

family. She had left home by the age of 19 to take up domestic work in 

Sunderland and was 31 at the time of her marriage. John Alexander and 

Ann had four children, John George, Anthony Alexander, Eleanor 

Margaret and Sarah Elizabeth. 

 

The first shipbuilding yard at Sunderland was recorded in 1346 and the 

industry grew until by 1815 there were 600 ships being built in 31 yards 

on Wearside. By the middle of the 19
th
 century a third of all ships built in 

the U.K. were built on Wearside. This gave employment to thousands of 

men, including the men of my family. By 1868 ships were built using 

iron instead of wood and in 1880 the last wooden vessel was completed. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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With the introduction of iron and steel construction a new group of 

workers, boiler makers, emerged. These men were paid by piecework and 

could earn considerably more than traditional shipwrights who were paid 

by time work. This would have had a profound effect on the skilled 

shipwrights such as John Alexander FERGUSON; his carpentry skills 

would no longer be in demand. In the next census which recorded the 

family in 1861, John Alexander FERGUSON was no longer working as a 

shipwright but had become a fireman at the ironworks.  This was 

unskilled work and at the age of 37 he had become a labourer shovelling 

coal into the furnaces, it must have been a very sad situation for a former 

shipwright and probably meant he was not earning very much money to 

keep his family. 

 

John Alexander was not recorded in the census for 1871 and Ann was 

recorded as a widow, working as a laundress and bringing up her four 

children alone but I could not find a record of her husband’s death.   

 

Ann did not remarry and she appeared in the censuses of 1881 and 1891, 

she died in 1897 at the age of 75. I sent off for her death certificate and 

this gave me some new information, she was recorded as the widow of 

John Alexander FERGUSON, a seaman.  This was a totally unexpected 

piece of information and gave me a new line of research but I could find 

no records of seamen in the northeast in the 1860s. 

 

One day I looked at the newspapers on line from the area for the 1860s 

and searched for John FERGUSON and finally found out what had 

happened to him. The Gazette for 1867 reported the story of the Screw 

Steamer Wearmouth which transported coal from the Durham coalfields 

to Hamburg. 

                                                                                                            

John Alexander FERGUSON had been employed on this ship as a stoker, 

an extremely hard, filthy job in appalling conditions with temperatures of 

up to 45°C. The coal had to be manhandled into the furnaces and the ash 

and clinker cleared away from the grates. However for this the stokers 

were paid 50% more than the ordinary sailors, this would be a good 

reason why he had left the ironworks to become a stoker on board ship. 

 

On the 25
th
 July 1867 the SS Wearmouth left Sunderland bound for 

Hamburg with its cargo of coal.                                                     
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The voyage should have taken two days but the vessel did not arrive and 

a cable was sent from Hamburg to Sunderland to enquire whether the SS 

Wearmouth had in fact left. In those days there was no way to 

communicate with the ships and nobody knew what had happened. 

 

Every day for two weeks the wives and mothers of the crew went to the 

shipping office to wait for news of the ship. Finally from the schooner 

Meve there came a reported sighting of a steam vessel on the Tillen 

Sands being overwhelmed by the sea during a storm.  It was assumed that 

this was the SS Wearmouth. 

 

On 2
nd

 August the Shields Gazette reported the probable loss of the SS 

Wearmouth but it was not confirmed until the 8
th

 August when pieces of 

the ship were washed up which proved beyond doubt that it was the SS 

Wearmouth which had gone down. In a heavy gale the ship had 

foundered and sunk off Heligoland near the German coast and all her 

crew of fifteen had been lost, among them John Alexander FERGUSON.  

Ann FERGUSON and the other wives and families had their worst fears 

realised after two weeks of waiting. 

 

There were many reports of this tragedy in the local paper. All the men 

came from Sunderland and a fund for the relief of the widows and 

orphans was started. On 27
th

 August a musical entertainment in aid of the 

fund was announced in the Shields Gazette and on 16
th

 September a 

collection at the Assembly Hall in Sunderland during a temperance 

lecture raised £8 2s 0d (£8 10p).   

                                                                                                            

On the 17
th
 October the Shields Gazette published an article condemning 

the dignitaries of the town for entertaining at great expense the officers of 

a French war vessel visiting Sunderland whilst the same dignitaries and 

ship owners had not contributed a penny to the fund for the twelve 

widows and thirty orphans of the crew of the SS Wearmouth.  

 

The ship owners eventually paid a month’s wages to the families but after 

that there was no more. 

 

Ann had to get on with life and bring up her four children alone; her 

eldest child was 13 and the youngest 7.   

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society     27                                                  June 2018 

Both parents had come from big families and so I can only hope that there 

was a lot of support and comfort for Ann and her children. Ann stayed 

very close to her children; she lived a few doors away from her son 

Anthony Alexander and his young family during the 1880s. 

 

The four children successfully made their way in the world, all staying in 

and around Sunderland. The oldest son John George went into the 

grocery business, he married and had six children. Anthony Alexander 

(my great grandfather) became a painter and worked in the dockyards and 

had five children. Eleanor Margaret worked in domestic service but 

married later in life and the youngest daughter Sarah Elizabeth married a 

stone mason and had nine sons and one daughter. By the time she died 

Ann was grandmother to 21 grandchildren. 

 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

 HAS TECHNOLOGY MADE THE ARCHIVIST TOO PASSIVE 

By Lara Saha  
 

 

As a trainee Archivist I see literature from all spectrums of the archival 

profession. In turn this means I come face-to-face with a plethora of 

arguments and debates within academia − some fairly recent, others that 

have been long forgotten with the passage of time. Recently I came 

across an article by David E. Kyvig titled ‘Family History: New 

Opportunities for Archivists’ from 1975. Although the culture 

surrounding his academic perspective is very American, nonetheless I 

believe it still has a great deal to offer the British archival profession 

forty-three years later.          

 

With technology moving at the pace it is today, the analogue, the 

handwritten, and even the photographed all have become somewhat 

overlooked in favour of the digital advancements made in family history 

research. This is not to denounce the latter’s importance or its 

significance, especially in making information far more accessible than it 

has ever been, but merely a suggestion that archivists may do well to look 

at our past as much as we strive towards a digital future. 

 

Kyvig analysed the growing desire for better resources for the field of 

family history and believed the key to unlocking its potential would be 

through biographies.                                                                          (contd.) 
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Family history research is unlike any other field of historical research; it 

is personal and complex and can be quite sensitive. It can be argued that 

Kyvig’s suggestion for archivists to stop taking a passive approach to 

developing collections and start encouraging local communities to write 

their own family biographies might be an effective measure in bridging 

the gap between the researcher and those researched. 

 

Over the course of the last ten years the advance in digital realities, 

especially with the introduction of smart-phones, has seen an ever-

increasing production of information whilst simultaneously and 

understandably the introduction of stricter data protection regulations. 

Family history research is no longer just about individuals from six or 

seven generations ago.  

 

Research however can be hindered by the regulations that are in place to 

keep some information closed for extended periods. Kyvig’s proposal to 

encourage local community biographies could potentially, be a way over 

this hurdle. Actively engaging with local communities from all age 

groups could be the key to preserving heritage beyond that of state 

documents. Archivists could bring back life and a reinvigorated 

personality to the archive through such community engagements.  

 

Websites such as Ancestry and The Genealogist are all invaluable tools at 

our disposal, and digitisation will continue to help bring better access to 

collections across the globe yet there is no harm in embracing creativity 

and active engagement. Such biographies may not be of the highest 

importance to the researcher at this moment in time but it is the ethical 

duty of the archivist to preserve the past and present for the future.  

 

Therefore less passivity on our part as a profession, expecting records to 

come to us and instead actively seeking them out, could bring fruitful 

results that benefit both the archive and its users. 
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A TALK  ─  A GRANDMOTHER’S LEGACY 

FIVE GENERATIONS WHO LIVED THROUGH THE RAJ 

By John Symons 
 

 

Our speaker for the February meeting was Jenny Mallin who chose as her 

subject her Yorkshire family who found themselves in India during the 

time of the Raj. She has also written a book which examines the life of 

the English in India, the interaction between the British and the native 

Indians, influences on social conditions and especially on cuisine.  

 

One of Jenny’s ancestors, Benjamin HARDY, was born in Mirfield, 

Yorkshire in 1775. Benjamin decided to enrol as a private in the newly 

formed 1
st
 Regiment of the 84th Regiment of Foot in the British Army. 

The regiment was posted to India in 1798 where they remained for 25 

years. Benjamin had brought his wife over from England but the 

Regiment disbanded in 1819 and for reasons of ill health he was 

discharged from the Army.  

 

Rather than return to England Benjamin elected to stay in India with his 

wife and son, Joseph, but sadly he died in 1823. His wife and son 

remained in India and this led to a complicated, interwoven set of family 

members all of whom continued to live in India for five generations. 

 

In the talk we learnt of the work and social conditions of life in the Raj. 

Several of the men worked for the Indian Railways which had the result 

that branches of the family settled in different parts of India. The social 

lives of the family were examined in detail and the stories were enriched 

by many contemporary photographs. 

 

In the fifties Jenny’s side of the family returned to England to live in 

London. She soon understood more of her Indian heritage from her 

mother and nothing epitomised this more than the discovery of an old 

faded cookbook. 

                                                                                                            

To these pages, now fragile and discoloured, each generation had added, 

in their own handwriting, their own special recipes/dishes which over the 

years changed to represent a blend of English and Indian cuisine.  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The book links the generations back in a way rarely found and perfectly 

complements the traditional family history charts, photos and other 

documents that we rely on to understand our own family backgrounds. 

Not only that, it is now possible to recreate these dishes to better 

understand through the aromas and tastes what it would have been like to 

live in those times.  

 

Jenny’s story, based on painstaking research, was entertaining and shows 

how an English family adapted to the changing circumstances in India. 

Details of the resulting book are given below: 

 

‘A Grandmother's Legacy: a memoir of five generations who lived 

through the days of the Raj’ by Jenny Mallin published by Lightning 

Source Ltd ISBN 978-1-5272-1119-3 
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A TALK  ─  ONLINE TREES: FACT OR FICTION? 

By John Symons 
 

 

Following the A.G.M. on 15
th
 March 2018 John Symons gave the talk 

summarised below.  

 

One of the major changes in recent years for family history researchers 

has been the ability to easily share your work with others. This used to be 

possible only on a one to one basis but now we are all able to post an 

entire tree online should we so desire provided it has been created on a 

computer. Most of the major commercial sites permit you to do so if you 

have an account with them along with FamilySearch from the LDS and 

Wikitrees. 

 

Why might you want to share your tree with others? 

 

� To share your knowledge with others researching the same family. 

 

� To provide a means of finding shared ancestors after taking a DNA 

test. 

 

� To provide a means of preserving your work in perpetuity. 

 

� As with most things in life if it sounds too good to be true it usually 

is for example, how you can be sure the trees of made by other 

people meet your own high standards? 

 

� You may need to retain a paid account to update it. 

 

� There may be issues of ownership. 

 

I kept a private tree with Ancestry until quite recently when I converted it 

to a public tree. On balance I think this has been a benefit but the issues 

outlined above continue and everyone needs to be alert to these. In the 

December 2016 Journal Alan Rowland wrote about a branch of his own 

family which was incorrect on an online tree because false assumptions 

were made.  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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We will never be able to remove ‘dodgy’ trees entirely. I have often 

contacted others as diplomatically as possible about proven inaccuracies 

but rarely have the trees been corrected. One of the main problems is that 

it is only too easy to copy the work of others without checking.  

 

When this happens it may well be that a large number of trees appear 

with incorrect facts but the very fact that so many display the same 

information may encourage yet more to copy them without checking. 

 

What should responsible researchers do to combat this? I suggest that we 

should all maintain high standards ourselves irrespective of others.  

 

Here are some ways: 

 

� Quote sources for each event. Use at least one primary source for 

each fact. A primary source would normally be a document written 

at the time such as a birth certificate or a baptismal register but 

remember that even these may not always be completely accurate 

so the more you have the better.  

 

� Secondary sources such as indexes, publication references, etc., all 

provide a more rounded picture. Treat any that quote “online tree” 

as a source with extreme caution! 

 

� If you can, add an image of the source document. Anyone can 

misinterpret old handwriting so displaying these enables others to 

make informed judgments on the original. If you are able try to 

download the document first and share it rather than just a link to 

say an Ancestry record as these can only be viewed by people with 

the right account credentials. 

 

� Additional media such as photographs and stories not only add 

interest but also add a measure of authenticity to the subject. 

 

Online trees must be treated with caution but this does not mean they 

should be overlooked. When researching a family my preferred approach 

is to look independently at the available records first and see if they point 

to a particular conclusion. When this has been done it is often interesting 

to see if your own findings match those of others. If they do it provides a 

measure of confidence in the result.                                                  (contd.) 
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On other occasions there may be no clear result from the initial research 

but the online trees may suggest family relationships. In these cases it is 

best to view them critically and ask yourself what sources are quoted and 

how trustworthy these are. At the very least it is easier to prove or 

disprove a given hypothesis than not to have one at all. 

 

Online trees often induce equal measures of gratitude and frustration. It 

can be annoying to see incorrect family relationships shown especially if 

they are close to your own ancestry.  

 

On the other hand without them I would not have received the 

confirmation of the accuracy of many of my lines through shared DNA 

matches. Sometimes I receive messages thanking me for making records 

and the supporting source documents available. I appreciate these as the 

sharing of information is one of the benefits of an active genealogical 

community. 

 

A SPECIAL OCCASION? 
 

Following April Ashton’s suggestion (March Journal) member Janet 

Hewitt-Winch (H52) sent these photographs. Probably taken somewhere 

in the Hayes, Dawley area around 1940 one shows my grandmother, 

Elizabeth Ann PEGGREM (nee STOCKER) holding the dog and an 

unknown lady on the right. The other is of an unknown man. They are all 

well dressed so it might have been special event.  
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2018 A.G.M. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

By Ian Harvey 
 

I am pleased to report that is has once again been a very successful year 

for the Society. We have enjoyed some really excellent speakers on a 

wide range of topics. This year we are pushing the boat out so I would 

particularly draw your attention to the September meeting when Nick 

Barratt, of WDYTYA is coming to give us a talk. The low points in 

speakers (inevitably) are John Symons tonight and it will be me in April. 

I am afraid you can’t have your cake and eat it! 

I should like to thank John, Joy, Pat, Charles, Gill, Alan, Anne, Valerie 

and Doug for their time and devotion to the Society. They put a lot of 

hours in on your behalf. 

In conclusion, it has been a good year and I hope I have thanked everyone 

who made it so. If I haven’t then my apologies – please accept this 

blanket ‘thank you’ covering you all. I am confident that we will have 

another successful year as a family history society and I look forward to 

seeing you at our meetings.  

Thank you. 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT : YEAR ENDING 31
st
 DECEMBER 2017. 

By Charles Hampshire BA; MBA; CPFA, Hon. Treasurer 
 

 

I am pleased to report that Income for the year of £3,312.79 exceeded 

expenditure of £3,218.84 by £93.95. As usual Rent was our biggest 

expenditure (46%) for meetings and the Research Room followed by 

Printing (35%), mostly for the quarterly journal. 

 

Subscriptions formed almost 59% of our Income. Again a number of 

donations and money from Gill’s bookstall helped keep the Society 

solvent. Our thanks to all those who generously donated money and time 

to the Society, especially Gill. Thanks too, to Pat for saving money by 

buying a year’s worth of postage stamps before the price increase, and to 

John for helping with the banking of monies.                                   (contd.) 
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At the year end the Society has accumulated funds of £3,264.88 enabling 

us to continue to provide the usual services to you as members. 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

By Patricia Reynolds 

 

At last the weather is getting better and 

the temperature is starting to climb. The 

winter seemed to go on for ever! 

 

I have received many letters from 

members and I thank you for them all. It 

is good to hear all your news and 

especially how your research is 

progressing. 

 

Why not share with us any research problems you might be having? You 

never know, someone in the society may be able to help you. We feel our 

journal feature Help Line is not used enough and it might be a useful way 

to find lost relatives. 

 

Have a good summer. 

 

  

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

D39 Mrs. Jenny Drake 

Email: jennydrake2000@gmail.com 

15 Middleton Road, Uxbridge, 

Middlesex. UB8 2DN 

H93 Mrs. Judy Hazelgrove 

 

 

S87 Mrs. Kate Sutcliffe 

Email: katesutcliffe@hotmail.co.uk 

57 Grosvenor Crescent, 

Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9ES 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

 

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 

answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 

 

 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society     39                                                  June 2018 

HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 

 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

By John Symons 
 

 

We have heard from the London Metropolitan Archives that from  

September they will need to reduce their evening opening to Wednesdays  

only instead of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday at present.  

 

From then they will be open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 09.30-

16.45; Wednesday 09.30-19.30; Friday closed; and on eleven Saturdays a 

year 09.30-16.45 (the website can be checked for specific details).  

 

The rise in online material has led to a decline in visitor numbers but 

remember even at the LMA much material is held which is not and 

probably never will be online all of which reminds me I must go and 

peruse some family papers which have been deposited there. 
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‘The Missing Man’ by Nathan Dylan Goodwin.  ISBN 9781542910750 

Published by CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform              £4.99 

 

This is the sixth in the 

Forensic Genealogic series 

by Nathan Dylan Goodwin.   

 

His hero, Morton Farrier is 

researching his family 

history and in particular 

that of his father, Harley 

‘Jack’ Jacklin. 

 

Harley disappeared and 

Morton goes to the U.S.A. 

to look for him because he 

believes he was born in 

Boston, Massachusetts. 

 

The story is once again set 

in both the past and present.   

 

Morton is on his 

honeymoon but obsessed 

with his quest to find his 

father, luckily his new wife 

is there to help him with his 

searches. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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There are the usual twists and turns leaving you to wonder if he will ever 

find his father.  This again is a very well written book which I enjoyed 

and did not want to put down.  I think his research will give useful hints 

to other people as they research their family history.   

 

Once again the outcome is only revealed in the last few pages.  I cannot 

say more about the content of the book as it would spoil the storyline. 

 

NB - What is interesting is that he requested a marriage certificate in 

Boston. There they have three windows; at the first window you request 

the certificate; at the second you pay for your certificate and at the third 

you receive your certificate.  This is all done within a short space of time.  

What a pity that in the U.K. we have to wait so long for ours to be issued! 

 

 

 

Advertisement ──A WELSH BOOK 
 

 

We have had a request from Philip Nanney Williams the author of a new 

family history book ‘Nannau − A Rich Tapestry of Welsh History’. 

 

The book is particularly relevant to family history enthusiasts as it 

chronicles the history of one family through nearly a thousand years with 

a wealth of imagery and information. Ordering information can be found 

at www.nannauhistory.com 
 

Here are two recent  reviews of this book: 

 

‘One word, albeit, overused, could describe your book "Nannau" and that 

is "brilliant". But that one word is far too inadequate. Nannau is a 

comprehensive, well researched, organised, adorned and written 

masterpiece; a treasure to all interested in the history of Wales and 

England’. (M.R. Anway, Wyoming, USA.) 

 

‘What a pleasure it has been to review this book ... There have been many 

good books on our county, but none quite like this with its principal focus 

on one house and those who lived in it ... and a wealth of well-researched 

information on the historical context’. (B.J.Slyfield. Journal of the 

Merioneth Historical & Record Society, 2017.) 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     

BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 

CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 

EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 

HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 

FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 

HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 

HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 

KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 

LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 

MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 

NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   

RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 

SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 

TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 

WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 

WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 

WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the Church is on the side of 

the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 

Uxbridge Library (6
th
 floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


