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2013 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9EL 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 
TUESDAY 15

th
 January 

Note: Meeting starts at 

2.00 p.m. 

Simon Fowler ‘Making the best use of visiting 

The National Archives’ 

Joint meeting with Hillingdon U3A 

Thursday 21
st
 February 

 

Paul Davidson 
(aided by Beryl 

Chubb, Joy Higgs 

& Barbara Nield) 

‘Benefits before Benefits: the 

Hillingdon Parish Rate Books 

17
th
 to 19

th
 centuries’ 

Thursday 21
st
 March 

 

A.G.M. ‘Family History Sources on the 

Internet: An Update’ 

 

Thursday 18
th
 April 

 

 

Ian Waller 

‘Manorial Worth: A Look at the 

Way the Manor Operated and What 

Information can be Found in the 

Records’ 

Thursday 16
th
 May 

 

Tony Mitchell ‘Uxbridge Past: Shops & 

Businesses’ 

 

Thursday 20
th
 June 

 

 

Ian Currie 

‘Frosts, Freezes & Fairs: A 

Thousand Years of Winters on the 

Frozen Thames and Other Rivers’ 

Thursday 18
th
 July 

 

Judy Davies ‘Old England, a Golden Age? What 

Would it Have Been Like to Live in 

a Bygone Age’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 19
th
  Sept. Open Evening Details to Follow 

 

Thursday 17
th

 October 

 

 

Pat Hilbert 

‘Watermen, Royal Watermen and 

Doggett’s: and Other Coat and 

Badge Races 

 

Thursday 21
st
 Nov. 

 

 

David Cuffley 

A Talk About the Trading 

Between the Ratcatcher and the 

Publican’ 

DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 
meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1.
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     

 
In July our own Joy Higgs was sitting in my garden during the open day 
that some of our members attended when she happened to mention that 
she had Gloucestershire ancestors.  Having grown up in Gloucestershire, I 
asked her if she was aware of Smith’s ‘Men and Armour for 
Gloucestershire in 1608’.  Incredibly, she was not. 
 
That may be a first; when does Joy not know everything? 
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John Smith of North Nibley was the agent of the Earls of Berkeley and in  
1608 he compiled a detailed militia list for Gloucestershire. The original 
belongs to Lord Sherborne but I have a transcript from dated 1902. 
 
What a list! – and I repeat, written in 1608!  
 
Each male was listed by parish and by name. Also listed are their 
approximate age and their stature based upon their ability to handle a 
pike, a musket or just a dagger. 
 
When you think that we had to wait over 200 years for anything like this 
to be put together (the 1831 census rather than a militia list), then John 
Smith was way ahead of his time. 
 
When I first researched Smith’s Men & Armour in the mid−1970s I recall 
that a retired gentleman had crunched some numbers (long before 
calculators or computers) and had been able to tie the ‘stature’ of the men 
listed to the different trades in Gloucestershire villages.  
 
As an example, the difference between the Vale of Gloucester where men 
were mostly involved in cattle farming (think double Gloucester cheese) 
and those from the Cotswolds where they concentrated on sheep and the 
weaving of wool, was reflected in their stature. 
 
So, here we have a unique record that captures people’s names, their 
location, their ages, their stature and by implication their trade. What 
more could a family historian want? 
 
Militia lists – usually in local record offices – can be incredibly useful 
sources of information.  You should track them down (I doubt if you can 
get them on the internet).  This is a good example of researching family 
history the old fashioned way! 
 
I am now heading for the attics to find my 1970’s research. Joy has once 
again spurred someone on. What did I write and what more could now be 
discovered with a computer and a spread sheet? 
 
                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 
 

For those of you who have family connections in SURREY we have just 
become aware that the following parish record images are viewable on 
Ancestry.co.uk:  
 

NEW ADDITIONS; 
 

BAPTISMS, 1813 to 1912  
BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES and BURIALS 1538 to 1812  
BURIALS, 1813 to 1987 
MARRIAGES, 1754 to 1937 
 

On the same site the following are also available; 
 

EXTRACTED PARISH RECORDS and 
SELECTED PARISH REGISTERS, 1599 to 1813 
 

So have a look at them you never know what you may discover! 

 
 

Since the beginning of the year the number of members taking the journal 
in pdf format has tripled. As we have mentioned before this format 
carries with it a bonus; pictures are seen in their original colour − whereas 
the same pictures in the printed journal are monochrome.  
 

As some of you may know for many years we have operated an 
‘exchange of journals’ scheme with many other Societies (we send them 
ours and they send us theirs). Recently in order to save postage costs this 
process has increasingly been carried out using electronic methods i.e. 
pdf. If you are also a member of another society and think they would 
like to receive our pdf journal, please contact Pat Reynolds or email; 

hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 

 
The One-Name Guild invite all, including non Guild members, to their: 
Colonial Records Seminar at The National Archives (TNA), Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU. On Saturday 16th November 2013, 9:30 for 
10.00 a.m. Details from; www.one-name.org.uk 

 
We must admit to a mistake in the June journal (only one I hear you ask?) 
and ask you to accept our apology for inserting the 2011 Book Stall 
Fundraising Account (page 39) instead of those for 2012. We include on 
the following page the correct information.  
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REMINISCENCES OF THE WAR  ─  1939 to ?      (No. 7) 

 

 

In the last episode of Daisy Buckingham’s war diary it was surprising to 
note that the target figure for the Uxbridge ‘Wing for Victory’ appeal was 
to be £350,000. This seems a large sum to be raised from the Uxbridge 
area and it would seem others felt the same since the ‘target board’ had 
the sum as £250,000; either way it would be a considerable sum in the 
present day − it must have seemed out of reach in 1943. 
 
‘.......3

rd
 was the tube shelter tragedy 173 killed, and 60 odd taken to 

hospital.......News of ‘missing men’ (through the Japanese war) is coming 

through regular now. Rich W. is a prisoner.......The church bells ring 

again for Sunday morning service. The Tunisian Battle is nearly 

over.......50,000 prisoners since last FRI.......May 19
th

 BIG NEWS.......the 

North African campaign is over. Prisoners number hundreds of 

thousands.......On Sunday night (16
th
) the R.A.F. wrecked two dams in 

Germany.......the floods have gone for 50 miles it seems a wicked thing to 

have done one cannot help feeling for the people. It is a catastrophe for 

the Germans and coming on the top of the defeat in Africa it must make 

them want to give in, but even when we win against them we have to 

carry on against the Japs........Mrs W. has a snap her prisoner brother 

sent her. There has been a man round (a food official) as someone has 

been putting a lot of bread in the pig bins. 25
th
 of June. Saw the King 

arrive back at Northolt.......went to London with Rose, saw some bomb 

damage.......several short night alerts.......nothing nearer than Harrow 

and Acton and Ealing.......last week stood in a Q for over ½ hr for new 

potatoes.......we have been lucky for fruit this week though.....July 19
th
 Big 

events since last writing. Allied troops landed in Sicily on the 10
th
 and 

have already captured one third of the island.......at the same time as we 

go up the east coast americans are going west. The civil population have 

welcomed our men. Rome has been bombed for the first time today 

leaflets were dropped last night to say our planes would bomb Rome in 

daylight and it would be strictly military objectives........Just given out on 

wireless the rome raid was by American bombers.......day light alert on 

the 9
th
 an unusual happening these days.......bombs were dropped at 

Hanwell one night bringing down 10 houses.......September 18
th
 Big news 

since last writing Italy has surrendered, the Armistice was officially from 

3
rd

 Sept the day our troops ‘invaded’ but was not made public till 

Wednesday the 8
th

 on the 6 o/c news John Snagg read it. Great excitement 

everywhere. One of the 3 Axis partners out of it........ 
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fierce fighting at Salerno.......against the Germans in Italy. Sicily is in our 

hands. The Russians are doing marvelously well.......night after 

night.......the Guns of Moscow have been firing a salute for the victorious 

armys as place after place is recaptured........Kieff is next on the list to 

fall. Also we are doing well against the Japs out in the Pacific, we keep 

on recapturing islands. Uncle Walt has had a card from Jack (received 

8
th

 July) he says he is well no address and no date, and a lot of Japanese 

stamped on. Len B. is home on leave after 2 yrs abroad, the boy B. is 

home on sick leave.......alert for a short time Wednesday night (15
th
) 

followed by a plane crash.......somewhere near the Peggy Bedford. It was 

trying to land at Heston. We have been buying up wool and yarn that was 

taken off coupons at 4d an ounce. Anything to save our precious clothes 

coupons. Went to a fete at the Hospital Annexe (11
th
) in aid of a bed for 

the new Stalingrad Hospital. October 10
th

 1943 £80 out of a £150 raised 

by the hospital went to Stalingrad hospital, the other being divided 

between local prisoners of war fund and their ‘Serving members’ fund. *I 

wish people who get up these things would keep to one thing £150 was 

enough for the bed and they could have arranged something more for the 

other Funds. ‘Battle of Britain Sunday’ on Sept 26
th
 was also our Harvest 

Festival £29-10-0d was the amount of collection for the R.A.F. 

benevolent Fund........The INTREPID has been sunk, this is the ship 

Uxbridge adopted in Warship Week........from 24
th
 to 31

st
 Aug stayed at 

Bath also saw Bristol.......what was Wine St, no shops there........Sunday 

24
th
 October. Night alerts from 16

th
 every night to 23

rd
 (8 nights) bombs 

fell on waste ground at Yiewsley and West Drayton on the first 

night........John has been up for his first flight today with the 1381 

Squadron Air Cadets. It was lovely weather, after all the rain we have 

had........a lot of wounded prisoners on their way home we have 

exchanged with Germany....... am knitting knickers now for the day 

nursery on the heath........November 2
nd

 Night alerts on 25
th
, 30

th
 and 31

st
 

Oct and again tonight. These are styled ‘nuisance raids’. Just a few 

raiders cross the coast spread out over a large area drop their load and 

get away as soon as they can. October 26
th
 1943 Donald K. R.N.V.R. 

Fleet Air Arm, in Scotland age 21 buried at Hillingdon on All Saints 

Day.......one of my old Sunday school boys........Rich W. in Japanese 

prison camp last May. The news came on 4
th

 December. On 9
th

 December 

got wool for two pair of socks’. 

                                                                                               Alan Rowland                       
 

* All was not always sweetness and light − Daisy found it annoying that 

all the money did not go to the stated aim. 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE WAR  ─  1939 to ?      (No. 8) 

 

 

After a period of relative quiet, February 1944 saw the return of heavy 
night raids. Daisy goes to great lengths to record those that occurred 
locally and according to her diary there was little happening on the world 
stage. However this instalment takes us to June 1944 with its monumental 
events and continues to the end of the document handed to us. Daisy also 
manages to include a passable sketch of a V1. 
 

‘.......Feb 29
th

 Getting behind with my old diary. We have had a return of 

the night raids. Hayes got it badly on.......18
th
 − 19

th
 9 people killed and 

40 injured, and about 200 homeless.......Sunday night (20
th
) Shepherds 

Bush, Acton, Hammersmith, Fulham etc got a packet. I served some of the 

bombed out with rations on the Monday (from Shepherds Bush). On the 

Tuesday night Harrow School masters house was hit with 

incendiaries......That night (22
nd

) was the biggest barrage of the war 

(official) 13 raiders down.......a tremendous amount of damage was done; 

factorys hit included Lyons (Cadby Hall) Heinz, Tate and 

Lyle.......Hospitals hit included ‘Marie Curie’ at Hampstead and King 

Edward Ealing.......not much left of Chiswick High St.......March 4
th
 

Queued in icy wind for second allocation of oranges.......got 4lb at 8½d a 

lb........Smallpox has broken out at Mount Vernon hospital 

(Rickmansworth) 2 dead........14
th
 was a fire raid North Hillingdon had a 

lot of incendiaries and a shed at back of U.D. was burnt out........with 

Geoff and Rose this afternoon to Swakeleys to see bomb craters there and 

this evening went with Bill, Geoff and John to South Ruislip to see the fire 

bomb cannister.......it is over 6ft and carried 150 incendiaries.......walked 

to the ‘drome’; saw where the plane crash (October ’42) .......beginning 

of the ‘Salute the Soldier’ campaign.......Uxbridge target is £444,444 and 

the slogan four-fours has been shown in shop windows etc. .......The 

coalman came Friday 24
th

 , he is an important personage these days. He 

brought 4cwt this time, next time will be 2cwt for the month or longer. 

May 14
th

 Rogation Sunday, also Home Guard Sunday. It is four years 

today that the L.D.V. came into being now everyone is waiting for the 

‘invasion’ of Europe from our side. On the 18
th

 April Bill went into 

hospital.......had his op on Friday the 21
st
 also on the 18

th
 John was 

knocked off his bike by a Canadian Army lorry.......injury to his knee and 

got his bike smashed up but I think the Canadian Military H.Q. are 

meeting his claim. Saw Mrs N. yesterday she had heard from Henry and 

he had received my letter. 4
th
 June Wrote to Henry. 
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on this day Allied troops landed on the beaches of the Normandy coast on 

the first stage of the battles to set Europe free from the oppressor. June 

13
th
 So far our position is satisfactory. We hold 60 miles of coastline 16 

miles in depth.......Bayeux where the famous tapestry was made is in our 

hands. ‘Caen’ pronounced by the B.B.C. ‘corn’ is where some of the 

fiercest fighting is....... ‘Monty’.......is pleased with our progress.......Our 

wounded are being brought home by plane ‘Dakota’ and ship........one 

short alert since D-Day.......they went to East London, where damage was 

done. Our wireless battery is giving out, hope we can soon get a new 

one........Jerry is using pilot less planes controlled by wireless called 

glider bombs. We had a 10 hr alert on the 16
th

 .......It is uncanny till we 

get used to it. One came down at Rickmansworth in the long 

alert.......Sunday Night the 18
th
 one of the worst nights of the war upset 

everyone. 
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Since the 15
th
 we have had the sirens on and off so much it is a job to 

know if there is an alert or not........saw one last night streaking across 

the sky. That came down at Wycombe the farthest they have been. Sat 

afternoon when Lily and I were on the bus they got one down at Denham. 

John got a souvenir from that. Sunday evening heard the explosion and 

saw black smoke go up from one that come down on Norwood Green 

Vicarage........3 at Kilburn last night.......Hayes has had one and 

Harlington, and many other places. London has had a packet. The 

Americans have nick named them ‘doodle-bugs’   

Think perhaps it is ordinary bombers tonight as 

it is very cloudy so they could come 

......description on 17
th

 incorrect not radio controlled but jet propulsion 

also ‘flying bomb’ is more correct than pilot less plane. June 26
th
 Since 

last writing Uxbridge has had a packet......last Thursday 22
nd

 one came 

down and destroyed four houses in the Greenway and made over 300 un-

inhabitable......Geoff and I went down to Mrs B’s in the evening ‘Bridge 

Rd’ she had been covered in glass as she lay in bed but was 

unhurt......heard one supposed to be at Hedgerly. They have had 2 at 

Hanwell, one at back of trolley bus depot and one on St Bernards hospital 

(the Asylum). This afternoon there have been 7 in or near Acton......Good 

news on wireless The Americans have got a third of Cherbourg......July 

8
th

 Well London is in the Front line alright with the flying bombs.......up 

to Wednesday 2,754 bombs had been launched causing 2,752 deaths 

injured detained in hospital numbered 8,000......also......treated at out-

patients departments and First Aid Posts out of these casualties over 

10,000 had been in the London area......a direct hit on the middle of three 

shelters at the Gram*. Some say 23 and some over 30 killed, injured 

bring the number to over a hundred. The canteen was blown up, and part 

of E.M.I. destroyed......June 30
th
 Annie G.......aged 22 Nurse in the 

childrens home that was hit on July 8
th
 ......Last Wednesday cousin Renie 

S. was bombed out......the family O.K. sleeping in Village Hall......July 

16
th
 We have had a short lull in fly bomb raids......Think the total dead 

from Gram* was 40. The remains of seven unidentified were buried 

together......25
th

 July Raids started in earnest again......bombs dropping 

continuously. One a direct hit on Aberneathys at Ealing many casualties. 

Jones and Knights, Boots, destroyed, two trolley buses involved. It was 

like a bombardment, Poor London.......one passed over in Cowley 

direction......about 10.30 one went over caught in searchlight Chalfont-

St-Giles......Revolt in Germany, started with an attempt on Hitler’s life on 

19
th
 just given out on the wireless. Hitler has ordered Total war 

throughout Germany and the occupied countries......5
th
 August Art. R. has 

been torpedoed and very badly burned also Ken C. was wounded in 

Normandy.  
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Flying bombs still coming over. On the 2
nd

 Wed 1 o/c one fell on Nash’s 

estate several casualties mostly children......one at Willow Tree Avenue 

also the next night......4 fell in ¼hr......Dover and Folkestone celebrated 

their freedom from shelling yesterday when General Crerar of the 

Canadians sent a message the last of the cross channel guns has been 

captured. Good old Dover and Folkestone!......I wish I could write of the 

Men of Arnhem but must leave it to the historians but our hearts went out 

to them. We saw a lot of Dakotas come back......bringing the survivors 

home. Waiting to hear if Stan G. was one as he was a glider pilot.......In 

the official casualty list published in Hayes Chronicle lately Gram* 20 

killed, 12 missing believed killed. 5 died in hospital, 27 injured. Mount 

Rd-Silverdale gardens 1 killed 10 injured. Nash’s 6 killed 67 injured fly 

bombs also fell at Cherry Tree Lane Willow Tree Lane, Bourne Avenue 

North Hyde Rd......There was an ‘incident’ in the early hours of Sat 

morning near Adam and Eve. It was another of the ‘mystery’ missiles 

recently used some say a shell others rocket, anyway it was a serious 

incident. Bill has been ‘down on the farm’ in Berkshire......to help with 

the Harvesting......others......have been put on Fire Service Reserve so 

they can help with repairing bomb damaged houses. Bill has his fifth 

chevron five years service. Archibald G., our warden, a memorial service 

was held at Hillingdon Church Friday 13
th

 October ’44. Interred at St 

Cross Winchester. 
 

*Gram − does anyone know to which establishment this name applies? 
 

The arrival of what we now know as the V2, was on the last page of 
Daisy Buckingham’s war diary as received by us; whether there were 
other pages taking the story to both V.E. and V.J. days we shall probably 
never know. Throughout the narrative Daisy tries to record everything 
that she considered important and she managed to cover most of the 
world events as well as the minutiae of how the war affected those at 
home. We omitted all of the personal details such as surnames in case 
these instalments are read by relatives. Overall the mood seems to move 
from the darkness of the early days of the war to the raising of spirits as 
the successes started to arrive and especially that of D-Day.  
 

So our thanks go to Arthur Jacklin (who gave us the copies of the original 
documents) and especially to Daisy, for a fascinating insight into our 
locale at a very special time.                                                 
                                                                                              Alan Rowland.                                               
 

N.B. The original pages are now in the Research Room library and 

available for study.  
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2nd JUNE 1953 

                         
 
This was a significant day for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth as well as for 
me. From this date our lives would change; whilst Her Majesty was being 
crowned in Westminster Abbey I was in a Royal Air Force transit camp 
awaiting transportation to my posting in the Far East. The new Queen 
was at the beginning of her reign and much has been written of her taking 
over those immense responsibilities of office. 
 
I on the other hand was posted to Hong Kong (H.K.) where I arrived in 
the middle of a typhoon and this piece is just a reminiscence of the lighter 

side of my stay there. 
  
My story starts in 
December 1952 when 
I passed my driving 
test in a Ford van. 
This was just a two 
weeks before I had to 
report for National 
Service on 6th January 
1953. At the time I 
had no idea how 
possession of a 
driving licence would 
alter the course of my 
service in H.K. My 
job there kept me 
below ground in the 
Operations Room and 
because public 
transport was cheap 
and plentiful I had no 
thoughts of driving 
around H.K.  
 

Hong Kong Ferry 

Terminal c 1953 
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This state of affairs lasted until Eric arrived on the scene. He was the 
Army liaison chap attached to us and happened to be keen to get a new 
driving licence because his Irish Licence wasn't valid in H.K.  
 
By taking a simple U.K./H.K transfer test at a cost of H.K.$7.50  I 
obtained my H.K. licence, on the other hand Eric had to take a full H. K. 
test. He was a keen tombola player and had several lucky strikes which 

gave him the 
money to buy a 
car. He chose a 
black saloon!     
 
You have probably 
guessed by now 
that for the next 
few months I, the 
holder of a Hong 
Kong licence, was 
to be Eric’s 
driving instructor. 
 

 

It was a while before we plucked up courage; Eric to get behind the wheel 
and me to let him! H.K. driving was very testing to say the least but many 
hours of practice on those steep gradients and the chaos of H. K. streets 

paid off when 
Eric finally 
obtained his 
licence. Eric’s 
winning streak 
continued and he 
decided he 
would like a 
little sports car.  
 
Eventually he 
turned up in a 
Singer four 
‘seater’ dating 
from 1948.  
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This was a turning point for me; Eric now had two cars but could only 
use one at a time. He asked me to look after the Singer − I couldn't 
believe it, what more could I ask for? 
 
Driving around H.K. was as opposite as could be to my driving 
experiences in South Wales. Most of my driving was on H.K. island and 
in the Central District there were massed crowds of pedestrians; coolies 
with baskets on their heads or at each end of long poles; rickshaws; 
trishaws and taxis all going their own way whilst disregarding the rules of 
the road. The tramway in the centre of the road added spice to this mix 
especially with passengers getting on and off! 
 
The RAF had repatriated too many drivers and their replacements had not 
yet arrived. In sheer desperation the C.O. decided that anyone with a 
driving licence, with or without experience, should report to the transport 
section. Next day saw me standing in front of the biggest troop carrier I 
had ever seen. It even had a ladder to get to the cab! The Sergeant said 
‘take me round the block’. ‘But sergeant I protested, I've never driven 
anything larger than a van!’  

He relented and 
pointed to a new 
Standard Vanguard 
saloon just arrived 
from the U.K. ‘Take 
that and report to the 
officers’ mess on the 
Peak at 08.00 hrs., 
carry out all the 
checks and keep 
your log up to date’, 

he ordered and offered me some fatherly advice ‘don't forget there are a 
lot of top brass you'll be driving around’. So for the next three months or 
so I drove the officers to their various duties. 
 
The Vanguard was very modern and was a real pleasure to drive but the 
hand brake was of the umbrella type sited under the steering column gear 
change. This meant that steep hill starts were difficult for in reaching for 
the handbrake you were in no position to change gear, let the clutch out 
and steer all at the same time. Much to my horror I once allowed the car 
to slip backwards at a set of traffic lights on a particularly steep section of 
road. 
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My dread was that I would be given a bad report as my passengers were 
all senior officers, but being gentlemen they said nothing. 
 
The weather presented other problems; it was downright dangerous 
driving in a typhoon especially on the steep road to the Peak. The high 
winds rocked the car and the torrential rain obscured the single track road 
hacked out of the mountainside. Eventually the order was given to 
‘Batten down the hatches’ and life H.K. style came to a halt. 
 
When the replacement drivers arrived I returned deep underground with 
artificial lighting and poor air-conditioning and I realised the degree of 
freedom I had enjoyed as a driver. I was glad the C.O. had ‘volunteered’ 
me all those months ago! 
 
So, the day came when we were told to prepare to be flown back to the 
U.K. ‘You'll be back in time for Christmas’ the officer said as he read out 
our names. ‘Cheer up, you are going home’ he told us, but in truth I don't 
think any of us really wanted to leave H.K. 
 
I said goodbye to Eric and over the following years we lost touch, but I 
do have photos to remember the Hong Kong crowd and my time in the 
Crown Colony. So just as Her Majesty’s life changed on 2nd June 1953 I 
can honestly say so did mine, for as Pip says in Dickens’ ‘Great 
Expectations’; “That was a memorable day to me, for it made great 
changes in me”. 
 
 
                                                                                                John Bridger  

 
 
 
 

GRACE WEBSTER : NEW ZEALAND BOER WAR NURSE 

 
 
Grace Henderson WEBSTER was my paternal grandmother and I 
remember a family story that at some time she had visited England. 
The story however contained no details of when, why and what she 
did whilst she was there. Did she in fact actually go to England? I 
needed answers to all these questions. 
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Grace was born in Nelson, New Zealand, on 3 January 1861. From 
1900-1903 she served as a nurse in South Africa during the Boer 
War. On her return to Australia she married my grandfather Rev. Dr. 
William MORLEY in 1903 and my father was born in 1904. She 
then lived in Australia for the rest of her life apart from short visits 
to her family in New Zealand. She was the third daughter and fourth 
child of Malcolm Muir WEBSTER (1835-1929) and Betsy 
HARPER (1834-1915). They had 9 other children; two died as 
babies and two others in their early 20s.   
 
Malcolm had arrived in Nelson from Leith, Scotland in 1852 on the 
‘Persia’.  His older brother Lawrence was Chief Mate and Malcolm 
one of the crew.  Betsy arrived with her mother, stepfather and 
siblings in 1849 from London.  Malcolm worked for a grocer in 
Nelson before they married in 1855, and in 1865 he opened his own 
Grocery business which his eldest son Malcolm continued till 1928. 
He was also involved in many local community groups and 
associations. 

Grace and her sisters 
were educated at home 
and at a private school 
in Nelson. It appears 
that following the tragic 
death of her brother 
John in 1890 and the 
marriages of four of her 
sisters by 1892 she 
decided to train as a 
nurse in Christchurch. 
Her training finished in 
1895 and she stayed on 
the hospital staff till she 
and other senior nurses 
from N.Z., the other 
colonies and England 
offered to serve in the 
Boer War. She was one 
of the first nurses to go 
to South Africa in 
January 1900.  
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From that time till her return to Australia in 1903 she was the most 
prolific and regular correspondent of these nurses to various New 
Zealand newspapers, not just describing the actual nursing and 
hospital work but commenting on the weather, the South African 
countryside, the food, various social activities and people that she 
met or worked with. 
 
I know she continued to be a good correspondent later in life 
because when my father left home, following his father’s death, to 
work as a mining engineer at the age of 22 he wrote to her once a 
week for the rest of her life and she replied as often as possible. So 
when I went to boarding school, soon after my mother died, I was 
also expected to write to Dad once a week. This continued for many 
years and we also know that his half sisters in New Zealand wrote 
long ‘round robin’ letters to each other each week until they were 
into their 80s.  
  
With the digitising of their newspapers by the New Zealand National 
Library, web site http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/ , I have found 
many more records of her time in South Africa, as well as her trip 
there and back. One of these papers carried a letter from Grace 
which provided the answers to my questions. Grace was writing 
from No 4 General Hospital at Mooi River Natal where she nursed 
for much of her time in South Africa, after returning from England. 
She said that, together with two other N.Z. nurses Sisters Hiatt and 
Littlecott, she accompanied sick soldiers from South Africa to 
England on the hospital ship ‘Simla’. They had arrived in England 
on 18th December and left again on 3rd January 1901, so they missed 
being there when Queen Victoria died on 20th January and the 1901 
census. She described London in winter time as so different from 
anything she had ever experienced. However, what I found most 
interesting was her statement of what they did while they were there: 
 
‘Our stay in the Old Country was a rush. Sisters Hiatt and Littlecott 

went to Bristol to friends. I visited Surrey, Surbiton and London, 

really I spent most of my time in trains, cafés and buses. England is 

certainly a very wonderful place, but winter is not the time to visit it. 

The gardens and parks were all bare, but I can imagine how 

beautiful they must be in the summer. We stayed at the Hotel Cecil, 

and we were requested to call on Lady Dudley, which we did. 

Regent Street was at its best, being Christmas time, just crowded 

with well-dressed people, and the shops were lovely........’  
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THE RETURN JOURNEY. 

  We sailed again for South Africa on Jan. 3, 1901*, bringing out 200    

  officers and men to join the different regiments − also a number of  

  officers' wives and some children.  

 

These, added to the hospital ship staff (medical officers and sisters), 

made a very ‘happy party’ and we really had a most enjoyable trip, 

having had games and all sorts of amusements, concerts, etc. 

Indeed, the time from our arrival at Southampton on Dec. 18 until 

Feb. 9 was simply a delightful holiday. We arrived in the bay at 

Durban on Jan. 30, but remained on board until Feb. 9, when we 

received orders to return to No. 4 general. (*this was her 40th 

birthday, I wonder if she celebrated beforehand?) 
 
I knew that some of her father’s family lived in London at that time, 
but her note that she visited ‘Surrey, Surbiton and London’. By 
looking at the 1901 census I was able to identify whom she visited. It 
also showed that the Webster families in Scotland and England had 
kept close contact over the years with those in N.Z. Her father 
Malcolm had two brothers and two sisters, Lawrence was a Master 
Mariner and his family later lived in Liverpool. The older sister Maria 
married and lived in Scotland till she died in 1871. Grace Cochrane 
WEBSTER, the younger sister, married Rudolph BUTLER and lived 

for some time in 
California where her 
two daughters, Grace 
and Kate Gertrude 
(Trudy) were born. 
Some time after his 
death she married 
Edward BUTLER who 
died in 1890. After her 
daughters’ marriages  
the shipping records 
show Grace visited 
relations in N.Z. from 
1896 to 1898. Then she 
returned to England 
with her niece Ismene 
WEBSTER. (see left) 
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In the 1901 census Grace Butler and Ismene Webster, age 27 noted 
as born New Zealand, were living at 11 Priory Road Kew, so they 
would have greatly enjoyed Grace Webster’s visit to them during 
her short time in London.   
 

Grace Butler’s older daughter Grace Margaret married John 
Edwards in 1893 and had one daughter Eleanor born 1894, who later 
married Leslie Spain.  In 1901 they were living nearby at 3 Mortlake 
Terrace Kew, ‘only just around the corner’, both very close to where 
the National Archives are today, so it is likely that she saw them at 
the same time.  
 
Grace Butler’s younger daughter Kate Gertrude (Trudy) and her 
husband Harold Anderson were living at ‘Mayfield’ Langley 
Avenue Surbiton, which explains the visit to Surbiton.  
 
The family relationships become more complex a few years later, 
when Ismene Webster married a widowed Herbert William 
Anderson (1859-1949) the older brother of Harold Anderson.  
 
They were married in 1908 in Melbourne Australia by Rev Dr 
William Morley, by then her brother in law. They had one son 
Malcolm Webster Anderson (1916-2003). Herbert drew a detailed 
WEBSTER family tree in the 1940s and wrote to his niece Eleanor 
Spain (Edwards) about various members of the family. I have copies 
of these documents and Ismene noted the initials on all the photos in 
her albums from c1900 to c1913 which makes identification much 
easier.  They are now held by her grandson John Anderson.   
 
The other visit that Grace probably made would have been to her 
uncle Matthew Pedden Webster (1842-1908), who was living at 168 
Willesden Lane, Willesden with his two daughters, Janet, a school 
mistress, who never married, and Helen who married in 1915. 
 
Ismene lived in England for 10 years before she married. I am sure 
her parents, Malcolm and Betsy, must have been delighted that 
Grace visited her father’s relations in England and especially when 
she visited them for their Golden Wedding Anniversary in Nelson 
N.Z. in 1905. Malcolm never saw his sister Grace and brother 
Matthew after he left Scotland in 1852. They both died in 1908 and 
Malcolm did not return to England till after his wife died in 1915.  
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It was so exciting to find that this ‘Family Story’ really was true and 
by cross referencing with family in the 1901 census to identify 
whom she must have visited when she went to ‘Surrey, Surbiton and 
London’.  
 

                                          
                                                                      Colyn Storer (nee Morley)             

   
References: 
1901 Census:   Findmypast. 
Shipping Records to and from England:  Findmypast and Ancestry. 
Papers Past:  New Zealand digitised newspaper reports.  
Original newspaper and letter hard copies 1900-1902. 
BDM certificates:  New Zealand, Australia and England.  
Webster Family Trees: by Herbert W Anderson, dated 1945 & 1947. 
Correspondence between Herbert Anderson and Eleanor Spain 
(Edwards) 
Ismene Anderson (nee Webster):  photo albums of her family & 
friends in England, New Zealand and Australia.  
 
 

 
 

HE WAS IN THE RIFLE BRIGADE  (PART 3) 

                                                       
 
Continuing the Andrew TOLMIE saga there seems to be more to 
Andrew’s departure to Australia than was first appreciated.  
 
My research continued in trying to find the answers to the two questions I 
posed in my earlier article. 1. Why did he go and 2. Where were the 
children? 

 
     It would not have been unreasonable to suspect that he left his wife, as 

often happens in a marriage when it breaks down, but I sensed that there 
was something more to it here.  

 
I knew that he was still an Innkeeper in Forres, Morayshire in 1855 when 
young Andrew was born but he must have left between then and the 
death of his wife Betsy (Elizabeth) in 1857.  
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This is supported by a document drawn up on Betsy's death sequestrating 
her assets which states ‘....Andrew TOLMIE sometime Innkeeper and now 

residing in Australia or elsewhere abroad....’  
 

To my mind this seems to confirm my earlier thoughts that he fled 
because his business was in financial trouble passing the responsibility to 
his wife and abandoning his children.  

 
The sequestration order was granted on the petition of a local distillery 
owner William Paul and granted under Scottish bankruptcy law. Notices 
of the bankruptcy were placed in all relevant Scottish and London 
publications.  In due course the debts wee settled leaving the surplus of 
Elizabeth’s estate at £80−5s−5d. However final notices were required 
calling for all interested parties in this surplus to make their claims.  
 
Notices were placed in the English newspapers and somewhat 
surprisingly the Australian press i.e. ‘The Sydney Morning Herald’ on 
18th June 1860 and the ‘Melbourne Argus’ on 13th July 1860.  
 
I found the Herald newspaper on line but as you can see (below) the 
quality of the image was not great so included here is a transcription; 

   
Notice − In an action 

multiplepoinding* and exoneration, 

raised before the Court of Session in 

Scotland, at the instance of William 

Paul, distiller at Kilnflat, in the 

county of Elgin, trustee on the 

sequestrated estate of Mrs. 

ELIZABETH DAVID or TOLMIE, 

sometime innkeeper in Forres, and 

residing there, now deceased, 

spouse of Andrew Tolmie, after 

designed, real raiser and pursuer; 

against the said ANDREW TOLMIE, 

formerly innkeeper in Forres, and 

now in Australia, or elsewhere 

abroad, if alive, and against John 

Tolmie and others, the children of 

the said Mrs. Elizabeth David or Tolmie, and now residing in Wales, 

defenders:  

 

 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society             22                                       September 2013 

In regard to a sum of £80 – 5s – 6d, being the surplus of the estate of  the 

said Mrs. Elizabeth David or Tolmie, after payment of all the claims 

ranked thereon, the following INTERLOCUTOR has been 

PRONOUNCED by Lord  Ardmillon, ordinary in the cause (Mr. Skene, 

Clerk): − ‘13
th
 March 1860, − Finds the Raiser liable only in once and 

single payment: Holds the summons and condescendence annexed 

thereto, as a condescendence of the fund in medio: Appoints all parties 

claiming interest in said fund to give in condescendences and claims by 

the third sederunt-day** in November next; and appoints the 

dependence of this process and this interlocutor to be intimated to all 

concerned, by advertisement three times, at intervals of a fortnight, in 

two Australian newspapers, published at Melbourne and Sydney 

respectively, and once in the North British Advertiser. (Signed) Jas. 

Craufurd.’ Of all which intimation is hereby given accordingly, and 

parties required to appear for their interest. 

CHEYNE and STUART, W.S.,  

Agents for Pursuer, Edinburgh, March 30
th
 1860’. 

 

(N.B. *Poind − used in Scotland;  meaning, to impound or to restrain. 
          **Sederunt − used in Scotland; meaning, a sitting as of a court.) 

 
    Advertisement February 1858 in the Edinburgh Gazette. 
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Interesting as that is, the notice also named children and stated that they 
were ‘...now residing in Wales...’  
 
So this seems to answer my second question as to where the children 
were. It is most probable that they went to live with their mother's 
relatives in Laugharne, South Wales and perhaps this is why two of the 
boys are found in the 1871 census working in that locality and maybe 
why I found young Andrew there working for the Jennings family.  
 
Andrew was the only one to stay in South Wales. With the exception of 
Thomas, in later years I found the others in the Durham area.  
 
Thomas however decided to emigrate to Australia with his wife and 
family in 1888. Whether he intended to meet up with his father or live a 
separate life out there I don't know, but it is tempting to think he would 
have met his father. 

 

The Carlton Hotel as it is today (courtesy of Google Street View) 
Notes: 
1. William Paul was, until 1871, the owner of the Kilnflat whisky 

distillery renamed the Glenbergie in 1878. Kilnflat was a little known 

distillery in the Speyside whisky region located between Elgin and 

Forres. Today Glenbergie produces fine quality whisky. 
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2. The Plough Inn of which Andrew TOLMIE was the Innkeeper was at 1 

Caroline Street, Forres and existed until 1901 when it was redeveloped 

to become the Moray Arms and later renamed the Carlton Hotel (see 

previous page). The premises can be found today on the corner of 

Caroline St. and High St. 
 
This period in the life of Andrew TOLMIE, senior, was completely 
unknown until I started this project. 
 
His exploits here and earlier have made this research more interesting 
than I had expected and most certainly were unknown to my wife, his 
great great granddaughter. She does not recall any family member ever 
referring to any earlier time other than when his son Andrew worked for 
the Jennings family at Gelli Deg, a large house in Llandifeilog, 
Carmarthenshire in the 1880's.  

 
Finally, having learned of her Scottish heritage she needed to know 
which clan tartan the TOLMIES were entitled to wear. They are a ‘sept’ 
of the Clan MacLeods and as such they are entitled to wear the MacLeod 
tartan. ‘Sept’ is a term given to families living in a more or less defined 
area and loyal to a specific chief. This chief was the most powerful man 
and usually the wealthiest. The TOLMIES are a ‘sept’ of the MacLeods 
of Lewis.  
 
                                                                                               John Bridger 

 
 
 
 

A TALK ─ UXBRIDGE PAST: SHOPS AND BUSINESSES 

 
 
The Vice Chairman of the Uxbridge Local History Society, Tony 
Mitchell, gave the May talk about Uxbridge High Street and the shops 
etc. that could be found around 1904.   
 
1904 was an important date for Uxbridge; it was when the tram service 
from Uxbridge to Shepherds Bush began and the underground train 
service arrived in Uxbridge. This meant three transport systems 
terminated in Uxbridge; the trams, the underground and the G.W.R. 
branch from West Drayton to Vine Street (in existence since 1856).  
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With the numbers of people that these modes of transport deposited in 
Uxbridge local traders saw an opportunity for even more custom by 
encouraging people to travel to Uxbridge.  
 
 
Many of them advertised their businesses, in the Uxbridge Guide, some 
stating that the electric cars (trams) stopped outside or near their shops.  
 
Uxbridge High Street has not always been as we know it today.  
 
Vine Street marked the eastern boundary of Uxbridge Township; East of 
Vine Street it was known as Hillingdon End; from Vine Street to the 
Market House it was London Street and from there on it was the High 
Street. Until 1873 there was no street numbering so houses and shops 
were identified as being next door to this, or four doors from that, or 
opposite something else. After 1873 the ‘High Street’ was extended as far 
as Vine Street. Later it was extended again up to St Andrews roundabout. 
 
The period covered by Tony was when the High Street started at its 
junction with Vine Street; went past the Old Market House; past the 
junctions with Belmont Road and Harefield Road; down the hill and past 
The Crown and Treaty to High Bridge. This bridge crossed the river 
Colne which marked the boundary between Uxbridge and Denham as 
well as between Middlesex and Buckinghamshire. The Swan & Bottle 
public house, adjacent to the canal, was at the end of the High Street and 
was numbered 97 High Street. Number 1 High Street was on the corner of 
High Street and Vine Street where it remains to this day Numbers run 
consecutively down the South side, then up the North side. With the 
extension of the High Street, numbers continued up the north side to the 
Park Road junction, and then down the south side to Vine Street. So, at 
present, Flora Fountain Pharmacy on one corner of Vine Street is number 
283, and the Royal Bank of Scotland on the opposite corner is No.1. At 
the beginning of the 20th century, number 1 High Street was the Town 
Hall, built in 1836 by a syndicate of five prominent tradesmen. Although 
called the ‘Town Hall’, it was not a town hall in modern day terms.  
 
It was also known as the Public Rooms and was used for lectures, 
concerts, public meetings of the Bible Society and other events of a social 
character. Interestingly above the doorway was a frieze showing about a 
dozen dancing girls, somewhat surprising considering the strait-laced 
intentions of the hall’s founders.  
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By 1904, it also housed the Gas Company’s showrooms and Curtis & 
Company, who were dyers and cleaners. After conversion works in 1921 
it opened as the Savoy Cinema. With later modernisation of the town, the 
cinema was demolished and replaced in 1987 by a new office block for 
the Royal Bank of Scotland. 
 
In 1904, the businesses between 1 and 28 High Street (the stretch from 
Vine Street to Windsor Street) included Isaac How’s drapery shop; 
Maylotts the stationer and bookseller; Alfred Blay the fishmonger; Miss 
Sharp the florist; Richards & Poll the chemists; The Grapes public house; 
Lakeman’s grocery store; Byworth’s watch and clock business and 
Bradfields corn, flour, forage, orange and potato merchants. 
 
The Market House was built in 1785 and at ground level was completely 
open. The first floor was supported on 51 wooden columns which are still 
there. Beneath the Market House are large cellars used in the 19th century 
by a local wine merchant to store his stock. 
 
At numbers 30 and 31, on the corner of High Street and Windsor Street, 
Carrick and Coles had a large store which opened in 1849. Later, Suters 
had the premises from 1924 to 1936. It was then demolished and replaced 
by a new building for Montague Burton, tailors, which opened in 1938 
with on the upper floor, a dance hall.  
 
In the area now fronted by the first shopping mall, The Pavilions, were 
the businesses of Frank Cooper, cook, caterer, confectioner and baker; F. 
S. Lindsay’s drapery shop; Rayners, the chemists; W. Staniford, the 
family butcher; Lucy & Birch, stationers; H. Garrett, tobacconist and 
hairdresser and Hews & Crouch, ironmongers. 
 
Waldings started their undertaking business in Uxbridge in 1906. Initially 
it was next to The Falcon on the other side of the road, but later they 
moved into 63 High Street, and they’re still there – just past Tesco’s.  
 
The tram terminus was outside Cedar House, the home of the Fassnidges 
and next was the Terminus Tea rooms, strategically placed for people 
coming off or waiting for trams.  
 
The lower part of the High Street towards the canal, included B T Gale’s 
house and estate agency; The Feathers public house; three cottages 
adjoining Fountains Mill; The Audrey Arms and The Crown & Treaty, 
which was until about 1800 a much larger manor house. 
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Over the canal and on the other side of the road was The Swan & Bottle 
at 97 High Street. Businesses between there and the junction with 
Harefield Road included at 102 & 103 F. J. Baker, a carman, coal and 
coke merchant with the Eagle Wharf behind the property.  
 
Two Coadestone eagles were perched on the roof of The Eagle pub at 105 
High Street.  
 
The G.W.R. opened their High Street Station in 1907 at the Western end 
of the town. It was planned to link this station with Vine Street Station. A 
bridge was built over the road but the line never went any further than the 
bridge, so it was removed in May, 1922.  
 
A three storey building stood at the corner of Harefield Road. This was 
the Alexandra Home for delicate girls, run by the National Association 
for Promoting the Welfare of the Feeble Minded. It was demolished in 
1935 when the junction was widened.  
 
The original position of The Falcon Inn was 119 High Street, but it later 
moved to larger premises next door. Set back behind the High Street was 
the Albert Iron Works manufacturers of agricultural implements. Other 
businesses between Harefield Road and Belmont Road included 
Wescott’s newsagents and printing works; Richard Gough auctioneer, 
valuer, estate agent, and surveyor; Gumbrell & Son the grocers; J. E. 
Chaney, baker and confectioner; E. B. Barnes, the fishmonger, ice 
merchant, poulterer and game dealer and Barclays Bank. 
 
Giles Hutson, saddler and harness maker had premises on the right-hand 
corner of the Belmont Road junction. Next came Hoare’s hat shop and 
then the corn and seed merchant Vernon Brown. All three of those 
buildings were demolished when the Belmont Road junction was 
widened. The Lion public house was next; then Robert Brownie rick 
cloth, sack and rope manufacturer and the George Inn.  
 
The premises of Herbert Morford, saddler and harness maker adjoined 
Coad’s drapery shop which later became Woolworths and eventually 
Poundland. Opposite the Market House were three inns; The Ram, The 
Bell and Ye Olde Sun. All the premises opposite the Market House were 
later demolished to make way for the new underground station. 
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In 1904 at 178 High Street, which is roughly where The Chimes now 
starts, was the shop of John R Brett, a boot and shoe maker. Two doors 
further on was Harman’s Brewery founded around 1729 which continued 
to brew beer until 1964. A major industry in the town in 1866 was the 
brewing of beer. Of these Harman’s was the last to close. Opposite our 
present library at 185 High Street, was T. B. Jarvis, watchmaker, jeweller 
and silversmith. 
 
Opposite the junction with Vine Street was the Great Western Inn which 
closed in 1940. Previously known as The Rose & Crown, I suspect the 
name changed when the G.W.R. Vine Street Station opened in 1856. This 
marked the end of High Street until it was later extended as far as St 
Andrews roundabout. 
 
 
 

A TALK ─ FROSTS, FREEZES AND FAIRS: A THOUSAND 

YEARS OF WINTERS ON THE FROZEN THAMES 

 
 
Our talk on the Thursday 20th June 2013 was given by Ian Currie who is a 
meteorologist who also writes about the weather in a number of 
publications. He has also studied historical weather conditions and their 
effect on life at that time. His main subject for his talk was the periodic 

freezing of the 
Thames thus 
allowing frost 
fairs to be held 
on the river.  
 
This freezing 
of the river 
became more 
frequent during 
the seventeenth 
century in the 
period known 
as ‘The Little 
Ice Age’. 
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Winters then were often much colder than we currently experience and 
summers were often poor as well.  
 
As it flowed through London the Thames was wider and shallower and 
the old London Bridge, with its many arches, restricted the flow. 
 
This also made the Thames less tidal with more fresh rather than salt 
water. The combination of all these factors was a river that was prone to 
freeze during the winter months. The earliest recorded frost fair was 
during the winter of 1607/08 and they recurred periodically until 1814 
when the last was held in London. The fairs would vary in length from a 
few days to many weeks depending on the temperature. 
 
London depended on the river for its trade and if it froze over it had a 
serious impact on the livelihood of many people. To avoid going out of 
business when this happened the watermen, who provided ferries etc. 
across the river in normal times, promoted the setting up of frost fairs on 
the frozen river. They charged one penny for access to the fairs which 
ensured that they could still generate some income. The fairs were 
extensive affairs with a wide range of tents and stalls. There were beer 
sellers, coffee houses, barbers, fruit sellers and entertainments including 
bull baiting, horse and coach racing and puppet plays. This range of 
activities attracted people from far and wide. A favourite memento was to 
have your name printed on a commemorative card to mark the occasion.  
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An obvious concern was safety. The watermen were supposed to check 
the thickness of the ice before setting up the fairs, but accidents were not 
uncommon with people, horses and coaches sometimes falling through 
the ice.  
 
Fairs continued in other cities such as York as well as some upstream 
locations on the Thames. It is very unlikely however that we will ever see 
the river freezing in Central London again. 
 
Ian set a first for us by ending with a weather forecast for the following 
weekend. He said it was going to rain. The prediction was accurately 
fulfilled. 
 
                                                                                                 John Symons 

  
 
 
 

 A TALK ─ OLD ENGLAND : A GOLDEN AGE? 

 
 
The July talk was given by Judy Davies and her subject was Old England 
− A Golden Age? 
 
During the reign of Queen Anne, rural England was prosperous. The 
population increased slowly, trade grew quickly, harvests were abundant 
and food was cheap. Life was dominated by agriculture and cottage 
industries. Most of us have an ancestor recorded as an Agricultural 
Labourer but they would take secondary jobs during the autumn/winter. 
Women and children were also part of working-class history and their 
help in the fields, as well as work in cottage industries, contributed to the 
family income. It was a period of general prosperity for the labouring 
class which continued throughout the reigns of George I and George II. 
This period was probably the closest to being a Golden Age for the 
labouring classes.  
 
Each village had its common and waste land on which cottagers had 
‘rights of common’ allowing them to pasture their livestock. They could 
also cut turf and gather brushwood for their fires. Thus the villagers 
derived most of their needs from the countryside and were self-sufficient. 
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Roads were in a terrible condition and packhorses were the expensive 
method of moving goods. It was easier and cheaper for trade to be moved 
on rivers and as trade intensified, during the early part of the 18th century, 
canals were dug to inaccessible places.  
 
The vast fields were open, without hedges and were ‘strip’ cultivated 
which was very labour intensive. A huge population increase followed 
the commercial growth and villages were no longer self-supporting. So 
more food had to be produced or the population would starve. 
 
The way this was achieved, Land Enclosure, introduced one of the most 
controversial periods of England’s agricultural and economic history. 
Following road improvements and the new canals cottage industries 
moved to town based factories. In the new enclosed fields crop rotation 
was practised, livestock grew fat and the rich landowners congratulated 
themselves. The enclosure of common land caused terrible hardship for 
villagers. They lost their age-old rights which led to severe poverty for a 
considerable proportion of the rural community. 
 
The employment structure had absorbed all the labourers it needed so 
without work and high prices many people became paupers. As such they 
could claim poor relief under the Poor Law system which was the 
responsibility of the Parish. Since it was impossible for a single parish to 
bear the cost of poor relief, Parliament enabled parishes to combine with 
others in order to erect a workhouse. Relief was given in one of two 
ways: OUTDOOR, by weekly payment at home or INDOOR, by 
admittance to a poorhouse or workhouse which the people dreaded. An 
act of 1782 refused entry to the workhouse for the able-bodied. Work for 
them was found by the guardians or until it was found they would 
maintain the workers. This was the ‘roundsman system’ by which pauper 
labour was sold to farmers; the labourers were paid by the parish and sent 
‘on the rounds’ looking for work. 
 
In 1793 the French Wars made the import of food from Europe difficult 
which, together with poor harvests, led to food shortages and a rapid rise 
in the price of bread. Unrest and protests worried the Government who 
thought the poor might revolt. The magistrates of the Berkshire village of 
Speen held a meeting at the Pelican Inn on 6th May 1795 which led to the 
Speenhamland System that linked a labourer's wage to the price of bread. 
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The rural poverty of villagers, and their fear of the workhouse, does much 
to explain the lure of the growing industrial towns. Industrial workers 
were dependent on their masters for everything and in particular their 
housing.  
 
With the introduction of agricultural machinery and mechanised looms in 
the mills, the workers’ plight worsened. Protest, riots, and acts of arson 
broke out throughout the country. The Luddites, a social movement of 
British textile workers, began in Nottingham in 1811 and spread rapidly 
throughout England. Many mills were destroyed until the government 
harshly suppressed the movement. After a mass trial in York, 17 men 
were executed and many more sentenced to transportation. ‘Machine 
breaking’, or industrial sabotage, was made a capital crime. At the same 
time, the introduction of machinery on the land was seen by rural workers 
as a threat to their livelihoods. There were widespread protests against its 
use and agricultural machines were destroyed. A meeting held at St. 
Peter’s Field in Manchester on 16th August 1819 addressed two issues; 
the hated Corn Law and to demand the reform of Parliament. Some 
constituencies with just a handful of voters had two M.P.s whilst large 
towns, like Manchester, had none. 
 
Following particularly poor harvests in 1828 and 1829 and the 
introduction of horse-powered threshing machines, violence broke out 
across southern and eastern England in the autumn of 1830. These were 
known as THE SWING RIOTS and they became commonplace among 
rural communities. Threshing machines were attacked and hayricks 
torched with over 700 incidents during 1830/1831. Often signed ‘Captain 
Swing’, threatening letters were sent to the authorities; these called for 
the destruction of threshing machines and wage increases. The 
Government showed no mercy with 1,976 trials and 252 death sentences. 
Later 233 of the latter were commuted to transportation; the remaining 
19, including a 12 year old boy, were executed. A total of 505 were 
transported, 644 were imprisoned, 7 were fined and 1 was whipped. 
Despite these riots and the strong social/agricultural and political unrest 
the Tory Prime Minister, the Duke of Wellington, resolutely opposed any 
Parliamentary reform. 
 
In 1830 Earl Grey, the Whig Prime Minister, pledged reform and after 
two defeats the Reform Bill was passed in 1832. The Act did not solve 
the problem as a person had to own property worth £10 to vote.  
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This in turn led to the formation of the Chartist Movement; its basis was a 
charter of rights for all including the right to vote. 
 
1842 saw coal workers’ wages lowered and it seemed that the same fate 
awaited factory workers. Strikes followed; the Chartists organised mass 
meetings and backed a ‘Grand National Turn-Out’ which succeeded in 
uniting workers. During the industrial disputes, to stop the use of steam 
powered machinery, protesters removed plugs from steam boilers. These 
actions were known as the Plug Plot. 
 
In search of food Stockport workhouse was attacked by about 20,000 
hungry unemployed men. They then attacked the New Union Workhouse, 
Shaw-Heath, and stole 672 seven-pound loaves as well as a considerable 
quantity of copper coins. The uprising was squashed by a government 
force of constables, yeomanry and regular infantry. 710 men appeared 
before the assizes in York, Lancaster, Stafford, Chester and Liverpool. 
Some received a sentence of death and many others transportation. 
 
Although the Chartist movement itself eventually petered out, its aims 
were taken up by others and eventually most of their original demands 
were met.  
 
Enclosure has been blamed for the migration of agricultural workers to 
the cities and rural life changed to assume its modern form. Enclosure led 
to the efficient use of land with greater yields to feed the rising 
population. The irony is that it drove villagers into poverty, crime and 
vagrancy which in turn led to death or transportation. No mercy was 
shown. 
 
Judy’s 2xgreat grandfather was one of around 162,000 transported to 
Australia; he did however hit a policeman whilst resisting arrest! His 
story can be found in my book entitled ‘Selling Sparrows’ which also 
details the lives of the labourers in England during that time and their 
struggles particularly with village enclosures. It also gives an insight into 
prison life and convict transportation in general, with emphasis on 
Western Australia and Gibraltar.  
 
Judy finished by saying that if anybody wanted more information about 
convicts, and crime and punishment, they should visit Judy’s website 
www.sellingsparrows.com 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 

Current paid up membership stands at 
219, so do please continue to encourage 
friends interested in family history to 
come along and join us. 
 
Members are still not making use of the 
‘Help Line’ section of the journal that can 
help to find that long lost relative. 

 
All members receive our journal but I also send copies to most of the 
other family history societies, both in this country and abroad. This 
means that not only our members see the requests for help but many 
others as well. Who knows what that may lead to in all our researches? 
 
                                                                                         Patricia Reynolds    
 

WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

B96 Mrs. Christine Bartlett 

Email: 

christine_bar37@hotmail.com 

62 Vine Lane, Hillingdon, 

Middlesex. UB10 0BD 

B97 Mr. Brian Bartlett 

Email: 

christine_bar37@hotmail.com 

62 Vine Lane, Hillingdon, 

Middlesex. UB10 0BD 

L45 Mr. Leslie Love 3 Lodge Close, Cowley, 

Middlesex. UB8 2ES  

R53 Mrs. Susan Richards 

Email: susanjrichards@yahoo.co.uk 

16 Roseville Road, Hayes, 

Middlesex. UB3 4QX 

 

WELCOME AGAIN TO REJOINING MEMBERS 
 

B47 Miss Rosemary Blackbee 

Email: rsmrblackbee8@g.mail 

21 Bowen Avenue, 

Hillingdon,Middlesex. UB8 3AR 

G43 June-Rose Georgiou 

Email: junerose53@hotmail.com 

9 Goondah Road, Engadine, 

N.S.W. 2233 Australia 

W7 Mrs. Mavourneen Wagner 

Email: 

mavourneenwagner@btinternet.com 

91 Pole Hill Road, Hillingdon, 

Middlesex. UB10 0QD 

W8 Mrs. Melanie Winterbotham 

Email: melaniew@btinternet.com 

41 Highgrove Way, Ruislip, 

Middlesex. HA4 8EA  
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
H85 Mr. E. A. Hazelgrove 

  

Flat 8, Purcells Court, George 

Lane, 

Marlborough. SN8 4BS 

 
 

THE UXBRIDGE AUTO SHOW 

 
After spending two days at our Chairman's open garden, we attended the 
Uxbridge Auto Show on Sunday 21st July. The weather started grey and 
cloudy but gradually gave way to a lovely sunny afternoon. There was a 
good attendance at the show and we were able to sell lots of the novels 
kindly donated by our members. On our stall was from left to right Gill, 
Valerie, Joy and Pat and the day was enjoyed by all of us.           Gill May 

 
 
                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUISLIP MEDIEVAL FESTIVAL 

 
Once again we featured at the festival in Ruislip on 3rd/4th August. We 
had our ‘portable’ research room set up in the public library where we 
able to help a number of visitors find records of relatives.  
 
Our general information stall was outside and had many interested people 
and a number of book sales transpired.                                 Alan Rowland  
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HAMPSHIRE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  

 

The Hampshire Genealogical Society will hold their Family History 
OPEN DAY at Horndean Technology College, Merchistoun Road, 
Horndean, Hampshire PO8 9PQ (access from J2, A3M via B2149 Dell 
Piece West) on Sunday 29th September 2013.  
 
Hours: 10.00AM to 4.00PM ADMISSION FREE. Light refreshments 
will be available. H.G.S. bookstall & publications: members’ surname 
interests: research & help desks offering free computer genealogical 
advice including ‘the census detectives’ 
 
Stands include: family history societies, genealogy supplies, new & 
second hand books, postcards and many others. 
 
‘Getting the most out of Family Search’, by a speaker from the London 
family history centre. This talk will be useful to all those wanting to know 
more about the new style L.D.S. site, and how to get the best information 
from it.   
 

Enquiries to: openday2013@hgs-online.org.uk  
Latest News at:  www.hgs-online.org.uk Registered Charity No. 284744 
 
 

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
 

Regular meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each month 
at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow and start at 7.45 pm. 
Meetings include talks on aspects of family or local history. 
 

In addition, many of the Society's resources and indexes are normally 
available for consultation from about 7.15 pm. Please note parking in the 
adjacent car park on Montague Road is free after 6.30 pm. 
 
2013 PROGRAMME                                                                             
17

th
 Oct. The London Labyrinth. Libraries, 

archives and record offices 

Kathy Chater 

21
st
 Nov. Poverty and Madness from Stepney 

to Colney Hatch 

Louise Taylor 

19
th

 Dec. Christmas Social and Researching 

Publican and Brewery Ancestors 

Sylvia and Simon 

Fowler 
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HEDGERLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
 

Unless otherwise stated all meetings take place at 8pm in Hedgerley 
Memorial Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire, SL2 3UZ.  
 
Secretary:  
John Lovelock, 13 Coppice Way, Hedgerley  
Buckinghamshire. SL2 3YL  
Tel: 01753 647187   E Mail: jdlovelock@btinternet.com 

 

2013 PROGRAMME 
 
28

th
 SEP. The Maharajahs Well. 2.30pm Angela Spencer-

Harper 

16
th

 OCT. Thames Bridges Guy Gorton 

26
th

 OCT. Autumn Lunch & Grandma Flew 

Spitfires  12 noon Tickets £15. Booking 

required 

Richard Poad 

20
th

 NOV. Shakespeare – the Plays in Art Alan O’Cain 

4
th

 DEC. Marlow Town Alan O’Cain 

 
 
 
 

HELP LINE ─ BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 

 

 
In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others.  
                                                                                                            
Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 
nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 
‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 
process of being updated and revised).  
 
In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 
offices. 
 
We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
 
The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
 
Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 
requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 
investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 
answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
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THE HAYES E.M.I. PROJECT ─ CAN YOU HELP? 

 
 

 
 
Next year marks the 70th anniversary of the EMI Bombing in Hayes. To 
commemorate this, we are organising a series of events including an 
exhibition and a Memorial service at Cherry Lane Cemetery.   
 
One of the ways we could capture a sense of the impact the bombing had 
on the local community is by creating an oral history for future access by 
generations to come.  However, we can't do this alone.   
 
Given the amount of time that has elapsed, and the distressing memories 
it may evoke, we are aware that it may be difficult locating people who 
worked at EMI during the time of the bombing.  Ideally, we would be 
keen to hear from people who remember the bombing.  However, if this 
is not possible, we are keen to speak to relatives of those who were 
injured or killed, or who knew of someone who was killed or injured in 
the bombing. 
 
If you are able to talk to us or can suggest someone who can help us, 
please contact Natasha La Mothe on: clad@cherrylane.org.uk or 07786 
928 111. Photographs and memorabilia would be welcome, and will be 
returned after the event. Thank you. 
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Greater London: The Story of the Suburbs     ISBN 978 1 847 94532 7 
by Nick Barratt                                             Random House Books £25.00 

 
 

London can be a 
confusing place for 
family historians. Even 
those who have lived or 
worked there all their life 
can be caught out by the 
changes in jurisdiction, 
name changes and 
countless other pitfalls. 
Those who are less 
familiar with the city will 
need all the help they can 
get. This book attempts, 
and largely succeeds, to 
explain the growth of this 
great city by reference to 
the development of 
suburbs surrounding the 
city. It was in these 
suburbs that the 
exponential growth of 
population occurred, not 
in the square mile of the 
city where the population 
actually declined.  
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If you have ancestors in London as so many of us do, this is where you 
will probably find them. They may well have lived in squalid and 
unsanitary conditions in the poorest inner suburbs in the East End and 
south of the river, or in the more genteel leafy avenues further out but 
their common reason for being there was probably employment within 
travelling distance of their home. 
 

A chronological approach to the subject from Roman and Saxon times is 
taken and each stage of growth is accompanied by maps illustrating the 
changing patterns of development. It was of course the coming of public 
transport, especially the railways, which enabled people to live further 
from their place of work and led to the growth of suburbia as we know it 
today.  
 

The effect of London on places like Hillingdon was felt much earlier than 
might be realised. This started through supplying food for the city, then 
the building boom required bricks which demand was assuaged by the 
development of local brickfields. All of this occurred before the 
population explosion of the 20th century. Interestingly Uxbridge, West 
Drayton and Hillingdon were brought within the remit of the 
Metropolitan Police as early as 1840 which demonstrated that even then 
they were considered a part of London for practical purposes.  
 

The book also records the rise and fall of the many London local 
government institutions including the London County Council, the 
Greater London Council and now the Greater London Authority. Each 
had plans to revitalise London through planning but often this did not 
work in the intended manner such as the drive to house people in many 
post war tower blocks. 
 

If you have Londoners in your family and ever wondered why they lived 
where they did and why they followed their chosen trades and 
occupations, this book might well provide some answers. Why did some 
of my family members become laundry workers in Acton? The water was 
softer there.  
 

A problem with a book of this nature is the scale of its subject. Taking 
Hillingdon as an example there are many other publications that will 
provide a more comprehensive and possibly more accurate history of our 
area. If however you are looking for a well written account of how the 
influence of London spread into the surrounding countryside, you need 
look no further.                                                                        John Symons                           
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 

 
Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 
monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 
authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 
have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 
of interest. Visitors are always welcome at the monthly meetings 
(entrance £1.00). Doors open 7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 
Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 
Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 
1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 
growing collection of source material including census records, parish 
records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 
print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 
of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 
meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 
good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 
Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 
sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 
and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 
our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 
large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain 
and overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids 
and background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 
meeting dates all of which take place at:  

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

 

The annual membership is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 
same address), £12 (Europe, individual), £14 (Rest of the World 
individual). N.B. For overseas members if the journal is emailed in pdf 
format then the Europe and Rest of the World rates are reduced to £10.     
 

For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 
20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 

 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 

 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM Cost 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 
St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 
Ickenham Inhabitants 1841 and 1851 census transcription indexed 5.50 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                              (set of 2) 2.00 
 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 90p 
 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 
 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 
of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor and is open one 
morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 
at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 
or open the Research Room during August.



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Officers 

 
President          Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 
 
Chairman.       Ian Harvey                                                      01895 635230 
     24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middx UB10 8NP 
 
Vice Chair       John Symons                                                 01895 677722 
                        11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middx. HA4 7RQ 
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                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx. UB10 9QW   
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                        20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 
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Programme     Judith Baker                                                   0208 5822705 
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Webmaster.                 Doug  Adams 
 

   
Website: www.hfhs.co.uk     E-mail: hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 

 
 

Printed by:                  EVOLVE       01923 774111 
 

 



 

GREATER LONDON  

                      

 

      

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

    

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                

 

 

 

 

 
IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

  Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LRU 

U.K. 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

      

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

 

LONDON BOROUGH OF 

         HILLINGDON 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


