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2020 MEETINGS PROGRAMME 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. for evening meetings. 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 28th January 

Joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Nick Barratt ‘The Future of Family History’ 

Thursday 20th February 

2.00 p.m. 

Ron Koorm ‘G.C.H.Q. Eastcote During WW2’ 

Thursday 19th March A.G.M. Talk:- ‘Sex and Family History’ 

By Ian Harvey 

Thursday 23rd April Colin Oates ‘St. George’ 

Thursday 21st May Ian Waller ‘Parish Records’ 

Thursday 18th June Jenny Malin ‘Serendipity Follows Me’ 

Thursday 16th July Tony Kemp ‘Digital Assets After Death’ 

Thursday 20th August        NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 17th September Michael Gandy ‘Tracing Catholic Ancestors’ 

Thursday 15th October  MEMBERS MEETING 

Tuesday 10th November 

Joint U3A 2.00 p.m. 

Dave Annal ‘My Ancestor was a Liar’ 

   

   

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
Ian Harvey 

 
 

In the past if you worked or carried out research in the Bodleian Library, 

Oxford you would probably have noticed two banks of indexes to the 

books: pre 1925 and post 1925.  

 

The former leather bound and the latter bound in some sort of metal. Each 

entry was by name of author and they were pasted onto each page using 

slips of paper. My son assures me that it has now all gone online (for 

Bodleian readers). This might be efficient but it rather spoils the fun of 

pulling these indexes (catalogues?) off the shelf and flipping through them. 

You could find all sorts of things that you were not looking for and then 

order them up to see them in one of the reading rooms. 

  

I remember having difficulty 

ordering a first folio of 

Shakespeare – but then I was a 

geographer and I probably had 

no business looking at English 

literature! 

 

All of which leads me to suggest 

that University libraries have a 

host of books and papers – many 

of the latter donated by a family. 

How often do members go 

somewhere like the Bodleian and 

investigate what they have?  

 

There are also local record 

offices. Reading has a really 

good one and the family history 

centre is across the road.  

                                       

 

 

                                  
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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East Sussex near Brighton has a good family history centre and library. 

John Symons will probably wax lyrical about the record offices in 

Cornwall. Hertfordshire is meant to have a good record office but although 

I have purchased their excellent publications I have never visited their 

establishment. 

 

In conclusion, in this internet age, it actually makes sense at times to think 

about researching the hard way, wear out some shoe leather and if you have 

one, utilise the freedom pass. Not everything is on Ancestry or Find My 

Past and in addition you have the fun of finding stuff that you were not 

looking for! 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

At the tail end of last year, we learned that the G.R.O. had expanded their 

coverage of death searches to include years up to and including 2019.  

 

It is a little difficult to see how this will help in researching ancestors but 

then again anything that opens up records must be a good thing. 

 
Barbara NIELD has written to say that she found a couple of errors in the 

final episode of her ‘An Ordinary Family’ in the December 2019 journal: 

In the first sentence William should have been John Francis and on page 11 

‘grandfather and grandmother’ should have been ‘my great grandfather and 

great grandmother’. Sorry Barbara.  

 
 

It was good to receive from April (Wood/Ashton) the following comment: 

 

‘Just to say how much I liked the photo of Ellen Terry on the front cover 

of the Sept. 2019 magazine!’ 

 

 
                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                         

 

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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Don’t forget that in the G.R.O. indexes there are examples that appear to be 

wrong. We have found cases where the same reference information appears 

against different individuals names. If you come across this sort of thing, 

or for that matter any other ‘errors’, you can and maybe should report them 

to G.R.O. 

 

This can be done as advised by the G.R.O.; 

 

If you think you have discovered an error, please use the online index error 

form (link is also located at the bottom of the search results page), and 

provide us with details. 

   

 
 

From our member Colyn STORER, in Australia, we received the following: 

 

‘Dear John, Alan and Gill and all at Hillingdon FHS 

 

Thank you again so much for the great magazine this year and the 

interesting articles and information. 

 

Sorry I have not written anything this past year…I have done some Family 

History and found some good contacts through my DNA matches but also 

family sorrow with the loss of some close family and other dear friends. 

 

I am currently with the family near Coffs, and it is wonderful to breathe 

'clear air', they had severe and widespread fires here in October- 

September…now near enough out…but that is not so with the HUGE Mega 

fires surrounding Sydney…The air has been so smokey and hazy for ages…’ 

 

Colyn went on to say that in Australia they are so grateful for the help given 

by the fire-fighters from Canada and concluded with: 

 

‘My mother copied this poem about Joy to her writing folder in the 1930s. 

When my Dad sent it to me, he said ‘I have always tried to live by this’. 

After he died in 1989 another friend, Sister Joan, wrote it in her beautiful 

illuminated script:                                                                            

 

                                                                                                          

 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/indexes_report.asp
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/indexes_report.asp
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TRACE YOUR IRISH FAMILY HISTORY 

A STEP BY STEP GUIDE (PART TWO) 

By Alan Rowland 

 

 

As promised in the December 2019 edition we conclude the article by John 

Grenham discovered in the Irish Times (12th March 2018). This part deals 

with Genetic (DNA) genealogy. 

 

Genetic genealogy is the use of DNA testing to assist genealogical research. 

The key word is ‘assist’: DNA testing can never take the place of research, 

though it can be a very useful tool in solving particular problems. 

 
                                                                                                                            

 

 

                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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There are three kinds of DNA test used for genealogy, Y-DNA, mtDNA and 

atDNA. Y-DNA testing concentrates on the Y-chromosome, which exists 

only in males and is passed from father to son in a way that mimics the 

European practice of patrilineal surname inheritance. 

 

Because of this, Y-DNA tests are particularly useful in single-surname 

studies, as they can provide a rough estimate of when the most recent 

common male ancestor lived. When a mutation or transcription error 

occurs in a particular man’s Y-chromosome, that mutation or error is then 

passed down to all his male descendants, making it possible to trace every 

male with that error back to him, the common ancestor. 

 

Different parts of the genome mutate at different rates, varying from only 

three or four times in the history of humanity - useful perhaps for 

prehistoric migration studies - to once every six or seven generations. These 

latter more rapidly mutating ‘SNPs’ (Single Nucleotide Polymorphisms) 

are the ones targeted in all three genetic genealogy tests. 

 

The second type of test, mitochondrial or “mtDNA”, follows the maternal 

line. Mitochondria are energy-producing organelles that are long-standing 

symbiotes in the cells of many living things. Their DNA is not part of the 

human genome, but is passed from mother to daughter in a way analogous 

to the male Y-chromosome. Men receive their mitochondrial DNA from 

their mother, but do not pass it on.  

 

Again, testing for mutations can provide evidence for the period when the 

most recent common female ancestor lived. The big difference is that 

mitochondrial DNA changes much more slowly over time than Y-DNA and 

is thus of use mainly for deep ancestry. 

 

Autosomal or atDNA testing uses DNA taken from the 22 non-sex 

chromosomes, in other words all of the genome apart from the X and Y 

chromosomes.  

 

Because everyone inherits half the DNA in these 22 from each parent, the 

average share of DNA inherited from direct forebears halves at each 

generation. So everyone has, on average, a quarter of their DNA from each 

grandparent, but only one-16th from each great-great-grandparent.  

 

                                                                                                           
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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This means that when comparing autosomal DNA tests, the results are 

reliable only out to second-cousin level, perhaps a century and a half. 

Beyond that, how results can be interpreted depends on documentary 

research or on having multiple family members tested. 

 

One point to be kept in mind is that all genetic genealogy depends on 

examining the here-and-now and deducing information about the past. In 

other words, test results are compared with the results of others and a 

statistical analysis of those results is then performed. The quality of the 

analysis depends entirely on the number of other test results in the 

comparison. Many of the problems with genetic genealogy stem from 

collections of test results that are just too small to draw sound conclusions. 

 

Other problems stem from the fact that all genetic genealogy depends on 

commercial testing done by companies whose profitability depends on not 

having to say ‘There is not enough evidence’. Much snake oil is sold. See 

University College London’s ‘Debunking Genetic Astrology’. 

 

The three main companies are Ancestry.com, Family Tree DNA and 

23andMe, all based in the US though offering tests worldwide. Ancestry 

and 23andMe sell tests in Ireland as a subset of the UK market. All three 

provide extensive online interpretation and follow-up on their websites. 

 

Ancestry only does autosomal testing and has by far the largest database 

of results for comparison, with more than four million test results.  (contd.) 

 Because of this its ‘Genetic Communities’ section can provide very useful 

solid evidence of 19th century place of origin in Ireland. The other two 

companies perform all three tests. Family Tree DNA, in a piece of 

enlightened self-interest, allows the upload and comparison of test results 

from the other two. 

 

A very useful way to compare results with as big a collection of tests as 

possible is via the free, open-source website, www.gedmatch.com. This 

allows the upload of any of the commercial test results together with a 

family tree in the standard GedCom format. Multiple DNA comparisons are 

then possible, as well as a cross-check with family information. 

 

 

                                                                                                           

 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 

 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/mace-lab/debunking
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/ireland-dna
https://www.familytreedna.com/
https://www.23andme.com/en-eu/
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Resources tailored for Ireland include: 

                                                                                                            

- The Ireland y-DNA project (familytreedna.com/groups/Ireland-heritage); 

- The Ireland mtDNA project (familytreedna.com/groups/Ireland-mt-dna); 

- The Ulster DNA project (ulsterheritage.com). 

 

The Genetic Genealogy Ireland YouTube channel has some excellent 

explanatory videos. The Irish DNA Atlas is published in Nature. 

 

Connecting with relatives 

One of the most satisfying aspects of family history research is the 

awareness of ever-expanding interconnectedness. You have two parents, 

four grandparents, eight great-grandparents … So nine generations back, 

about two and a half centuries ago, you have direct links to 128 families. 

Think of the average size of Irish families then. Think of all the cousins, 

second, third, fourth in each generation and you’ll soon be agreeing with 

the central tenet of hippiedom: “We’re all brothers, man.” 

 

More concretely, most families have members who have been forgotten or 

written out of history. Many men who joined the British Army to fight in the 

First World War in 1915 - at the urging of the leader of the Irish Volunteers, 

John Redmond, remember - returned in 1919 to a country that shunned 

them. Many newly-Republican families simply rejected these men. The act 

of reconnecting with them through family history can be irresistible. That 

sense of righting historic family wrongs is powerful and addictive.                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

One of the most innovative social media initiatives of recent years is also 

based on that compelling sense of healing the extended family and re-

knitting lost kinships. 

 

Ireland Reaching Out (irelandxo.com) is a volunteer-based, non-profit 

group that aims to build links between the global Irish diaspora and 

parishes of origin in Ireland. The way it works is simple: a group of local 

volunteers in Ireland (very often local historians) act as a liaison between 

emigrants or emigrants’ descendants and their locality of origin. 

 

 

                                                                                                           

 

 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
 

http://www.familytreedna.com/groups/Ireland-heritage/
http://www.familytreedna.com/groups/Ireland-mt-dna/
http://www.ulsterheritage.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHnW2NAfPIA2KUipZ_PlUlw
https://goo.gl/WVKVQs
https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_person=John+Redmond
https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_organisation=Ireland+Reaching+Out
http://www.irelandxo.com/
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The real aim, of course, is to reconnect with living relatives and it happens 

much more than it used to. For one thing, we’re a bit less anxious than we 

used to be about the Yanks coming back to claim the inheritance we 

neglected to inform them about.                                 

 

For another, DNA and the digitisation of records have made reverse 

genealogy, following families forward in time rather than back, much, 

much easier. 

 

 

 

CONSTERNATION IN CORNWALL (PART 1) 

By John Symons 

 

 

As promised in the last journal, December 2019, we begin the serialisation 

of John’s talk that he gave at the members’ meeting on 17th October. Eagle 

eyed readers may well recognise the subject matter from an earlier 

truncated piece which appeared in the June 2009 journal.    

   

My interest in our family history was stirred by my cousin Norah who for 

many years from the 1970s tried to establish what happened to our ancestor 

Samuel SYMONS and his brother Henry following their indictment in 

1835. In the early days before the Internet it was slow and painstaking work 

to make any progress at all. Now the pace has quickened considerably and 

quite regularly new nuggets of information come to light. When I first wrote 

this story in 2007, I doubted I would find much else. How wrong I was. 

What follows is I think quite an unusual tale and represents what is known 

is 2019.   
 

Near the North coast of North Cornwall lies the village of St. Minver. It 

was, and still is to a large extent, an agricultural community, but in present 

times tourism plays a major part in the local economy with the now 

fashionable village of Rock down the road. My ancestral SYMONS family 

moved here in the late 18th century from localities further west. My 3xgreat 

grandfather, Samuel SYMONS, was described as a yeoman, meaning that 

he held and cultivated land. He also leased some dwelling houses in the 

village and therefore appears to have been comfortably off. 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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Samuel had married Christian HIGGS from St. Minver and they had a total 

of eight children. The first three children were girls and then in 1795 their 

first son, less than helpfully also called Samuel, was born. Then followed a 

further three girls until in 1808, their last child and second son Henry was 

born.                                                                                  

 

As their father did not own much agricultural land the two brothers Samuel 

and Henry became agricultural labourers in the area. By 1834 one of the 

sisters, Elizabeth, had died in infancy, another, Melicent (sic), had married 

Gregory MABLY but had died at the birth of their first child (who 

survived). 

                                                                                                            

Another, Christian, had married Peter JAMES and emigrated to the USA. 

This left three who never married, Susanna, Peggy and Ann.  

 

Samuel junior himself had by now married Margery COUCH from Trewen 

and they had five children of which four survived, Elizabeth, Henry 

Richard, Samuel (again!) and Milicent (sic).  

 

Samuel was by now farming in the village of Egloskerry, nearer his wife’s 

family, possibly with the assistance of a bequest that his wife Margery had 

received on the death of her grandfather, Sampson TAYLOR, who owned 

extensive lands in the area. Henry remained unmarried and appeared to be 

working with his brother. 

 

On the 19th August 1834, a farmer from St. Minver, William BLAKE, lost 

two of his steers. He believed them to be stolen by two local lads, Tom 

KENDALL and Dick GUMMOE, the latter being a cousin of Samuel and 

Henry.  Over the following months he further asserted that these two had 

taken the steers to Samuel SYMONS (junior) who had sold them on and 

pocketed the proceeds himself thus depriving the boys of their ill-gotten 

gains. When, on 5th January 1835, he saw Tom KENDALL’s father in the 

public house at Churchtown, St. Minver (the group of buildings around the 

parish church still includes an inn) he made these assertions publicly. He 

also alleged that Gregory MABLY, Samuel’s brother in law, had full 

knowledge of Samuel’s involvement. No doubt news of these allegations 

soon reached Samuel who was clearly less than pleased and instigated a 

civil action for slander against William BLAKE to clear his name, 

instructing a firm of attorneys, Messrs. LYNE and IBBETSON, to 

prosecute the case on his behalf.                                             
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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As so often happens in such cases, this action became his undoing in a way 

he did not expect. 

 

Seven months later, on 27th March 1835, the case of SYMONS v. BLAKE 

came to court at the County Assizes at Launceston. Walter KENDALL, 

father of Thomas, was the main witness for the plaintiff. Various other 

witnesses were called and appeared to offer contradictory evidence.                                                                                            

 

BLAKE was alleged to have said that ‘he was afraid that he would never 

have his bullocks again but if what he had heard from a boy in Bodmin gaol 

was true, the two boys and SYMONS deserved to be taken up and hung’. 

(This boy might have been one of those recently remanded for stealing 

fowls from another cousin, Henry SYMONS of St. Minver, whose case 

coincidentally came to court the same week).  The landlord of the public 

house, Mr. IVEY, however diplomatically claimed he did not hear the 

offending remarks.  

 

It was therefore left to the jury to find in favour of the plaintiff, Samuel 

SYMONS, by awarding him the sum of £3 damages plus costs; the bill for 

the prosecuting attorney was £90, a very considerable sum. This meant that 

William BLAKE had not only lost two of his cattle, but was now 

considerably poorer as well. This further fuelled BLAKE’s anger and he 

decided to apply to the local magistrate to investigate the matter as a 

criminal offence. He could of course have done this the previous Autumn, 

but it was clearly the loss of the civil case that precipitated his subsequent 

actions.  

 

At this point events began to move rapidly. The magistrate soon found some 

evidence of guilt. Unfortunately we do not now know what that evidence 

was, but within a matter of days warrants were issued for the arrest of 

Samuel SYMONS, his brother Henry SYMONS (presumably on the 

grounds of complicity) and Thomas KENDALL. Evidently Dick 

GUMMOE, the other man alleged to have stolen the cattle, seems to have 

escaped arrest. Samuel and Henry were committed but Thomas KENDALL 

was granted bail. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                           

 
                                                                                                            (contd.)                                                    
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The case came before the Easter Sessions held in Truro on 9th April 1835. 

It would have been fascinating to hear the evidence produced but all we 

know is that the case lasted several hours before the jury was sent out to 

deliberate on their verdict.  
 

The jury’s verdict for all three was guilty and as can be seen from the image 

below, all three were sentenced to transportation for life.  

 

 

The family always believed in the brothers’ innocence and whilst we will 

never know for sure, it is quite possible that they were framed by William 

BLAKE in an act of revenge for his losing the civil action. Nevertheless, 

the jury found against them and they were bound for Australia. 

 

Consider for a moment the effect this judgment had on Samuel’s family.  

His wife Margery was left with four young children to rear with very little 

support. Her only recourse was to return to live with her father (her mother 

had already died). Although her father was a farmer, he was by now 

advancing in years himself and five extra mouths to feed must have put a 

great strain on the family finances. 

 

As for the prisoners they were transferred to the Leviathan one of the hulks 

while awaiting their onward travel. Hulks were ships that were no longer 

seaworthy and were used as temporary prisons while moored offshore. 

Conditions there would not have been good. 

 

Some of the unmarried sisters were reported to have visited Henry, while 

he was on the hulk, but not Samuel; one of several indications that Samuel 

had been felt to be more culpable than his brother. 
 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                              (contd.)                                                                                                                    
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The Leviathan in Portsmouth. (Lynne’s Family-WordPress.com via Google) 

 

The following September their voyage of transportation to Australia 

commenced. They boarded the ship Bardaster at Portsmouth and waited 

several days for a favourable wind.  

                                                                                                            

Finally the ship departed on 15th September 1835 with a total of 240 male 

convicts on board, 23 army guards, 8 wives and 8 children plus the ship’s 

crew under the Master Alex McDONALD. 

 

Part 2 of John’s story will appear in the next journal. 

 

 

THE 1939 REGISTER 

By Alan Rowland 

 

 

Once again a question arose as a result of a Friday morning research room 

session. Studying the 1939 register we were curious as to the meanings of 

various abbreviations in the form of upper case letters. Also interest was 

aroused by odd references to other records which appear on the right hand 

page of some individuals entries.                                                      (contd.)                                           
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Typical 1939 Register entry 
                                              

We know that the entry in green ink (bottom line) indicates Winifred 

DAKENS’ marriage date and the groom’s name and that it was after the 

register was compiled. But there is no clue as to the entries furthest right 

mean. From their form they look like file references but they could be 

anything.  

 

I approached the National Archives at Kew for guidance and give below 

their reply: 

 

Dear Mr. Rowland, 

Thank you for contacting The National Archives of the United Kingdom. 

Annotations and updates were made for a wide variety of different reasons 

during the time when the 1939 Register was a working document. It was 

originally used for National Registration purposes, and in 1948 it became 

the National Health Service Register. It remained in use until 1991, when 

the paper-based system was discontinued.  

Therefore any changes of name that were notified up to 1991, and any 

corrections to names or dates of births can be expected to appear in the 

Register.   

Other details, such as removals between districts and health information, 

were made in coded form on the right-hand pages, which remain 

permanently closed. However, some codes are partly visible, or have been 

entered directly onto the open left hand page of the record. Neither The 

National Archives nor Findmypast has access to information on what the 

codes may have meant. A three-letter sequence often represents an area 

code, but not in every case. A list of area codes can be found on the 

Findmypast website. 

Our 1939 Register research guide contains more information on the 

Register. I hope this is helpful. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gillian Kirby Remote Enquiries Duty Officer.                                             (contd.) 
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It seems that until some changes are made by whoever is in control, we will 

not be able to gain any more information from the 1939 register.   

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING BACKWARDS  

By Alan Rowland 

 

 

Re-examining some earlier research, I was struck by the odd form and use 

of words in a set of Shropshire Parish records. These records were for 

baptisms and the year 1803.  

 

As shown below, most of the recorded events took the usual form e.g. 

child’s given name; son or daughter of, father’s name followed by mother’s 

name. But there are others that state, child’s given name followed by 

‘natural’ son or daughter of mother’s name. 

 

                                                                                                              

                                                                                                           

 

 

                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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Now the question is, why the difference? The answer of course is obvious, 

those children described as ‘natural’ were probably illegitimate. 

 

What is interesting though is that in many other localities the child would 

be entered either as ‘base born’ and even the correct, but harsher, ‘bastard’. 

The recording official in this case seems to have had a gentler approach 

with the use of ‘natural’. It may well have been common practice in his 

diocese but I started to wonder why it was necessary to use any word at all. 

 

Surely it would have been simpler to just say ‘Frances, daughter of Sarah 

Tilley’ and let all who might read the document make their own inferences. 

 

On the other hand, where the words ‘base born’ or ‘bastard’ are used is it a 

deliberate attempt to stigmatise the mother in the eyes of the village? This 

is a little unlikely because an illegitimate birth in a small village would be 

obvious to all.   

 

The use of the word ‘natural’ surely can’t mean that the parishes where it 

was used witnessed multiple immaculate conceptions and virgin births – 

can it?     

 

 

 

 

WHAT DO WE REALLY KNOW? 

By Terry Kopp 

 

Terry Kopp is a new member who lives in Australia and is a cousin to our 

John Symons. 

 

When beginning research into our families one of the first things we are all 

told is ‘Start with what you know and then work back’. It is for this reason 

that I wish to share the following story. 

 

                                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                      (contd.) 
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Some forty years ago I became interested in the origins of my family. 

Following the advice that we are all given I set about recording all that I 

knew, checking and adding details with the help of parents, grandparents, 

extended family and when possible official records.  

 

I learned a valuable amount of detail quickly, gained some excellent family 

tales, photographs and even scored a few family trees which others had 

started. Many certificates were forth-coming but I quickly learned that 

while certificates were official documents, they came in many formats and 

contained mistakes. 

  

Over the years my tree grew. After my initial burst it grew very slowly as 

research back then was quite different, especially as I lived so far from the 

many records which needed to be checked. As I was in full time 

employment, the time to order films, write letters as well as the money to 

pursue my interest, was not always available.  

  

I lost my mother when she was quite young, so unlike my father’s line, I 

found her line a little more challenging. While contact was kept with her 

family, I did not have her to help me and I found therefore that not everyone 

was eager to share when details were requested. I remained close to her 

mother and she helped where possible, always confirming details, sharing 

items and stories and even revealing periods of sadness in her own life 

which she had not shared with others. 

 

After around 40 years of research I was happy with how my tree had grown 

and the records found. 

  

It is what happened next that took me by total surprise and made me 

question everything I had done. 

 

I was on my lunch break at work. The company I worked for always 

purchased two newspapers for staff to read. I leaned forward and took the 

remaining newspaper from the table. As I think all interested in family 

history do, I took the opportunity to check the record of births, deaths and 

marriages. Mind you, I never expected to find anything relevant to me, but 

I had to check just in case. 
                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                         

 

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 

 

 



 

©Hillingdon Family History Society             18                                          March 2020 

 

On this day, a name stood out within the funeral notices. I suspected the 

name was that of a cousin of my mother who I had approached many years 

earlier and from whom I never received a reply. The notice said to contact 

the funeral director listed if more information was required. 

  

At home that afternoon, I did just that. A very obliging young man listened 

patiently as I asked after the family of the woman whose announcement I 

had found. He said that because of privacy laws, he was unable to share any 

personal detail outside of the funeral details. He took my name, address and 

phone number and suggested I write to the family, care of the Funeral Home 

and he would be sure to pass my letter on. 

 

The following day I returned home to find a message on our answering 

machine. Details were not clear but it was from an elderly gentleman in 

response to my approach to the Funeral Home. I rang the number and found 

myself speaking with the woman’s husband. He enquired as to who I was 

and why I had made the approach. It was quickly confirmed that this woman 

was the cousin of my late mother as I had suspected. With the formalities 

over and some discussion having taken place, he eventually asked me if I 

had written to his wife some 30 plus years ago.  When I said “yes”, he 

replied “she never replied to that approach, did she?” and I said “No”. He 

then went on to say that she was unsure how I would handle what she knew. 

Naturally the next question was, ‘What was it that she knew?’ 

  

To begin with he was not forthcoming with an answer as he wanted to 

respect the decision of his wife. The next hour was spent going down 

memory lane.  

 

My mother had been their bridesmaid and he knew my father, so we had 

lots to discuss. Eventually I managed to turn the conversation back to, what 

was it that his wife knew?  

 

With a little prompting and lots of reassurance, he eventually came out and 

said, “Your mother was adopted”. Silence! 

  

My first reaction was, this couldn’t be true! I had the records, had spoken 

to the family but nothing like this had ever been suggested. 

  
                                                                                                                                          

 

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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I had her birth certificate (or at least I thought I did). So much was going 

through my mind but while I was certain that what he was telling me was 

not correct, I did think it could explain why my mother was so different to 

her siblings. 

 

I sat on this information for months, only telling my wife and children and 

at the same time, swore them to secrecy. 

  

Nearly twelve months lapsed before I decided to at least investigate the 

possibility. I approached the adoption agency in our state, New South 

Wales. Whilst very helpful they admitted that they couldn’t assist me. 

  

The law states only the adopted child, or birth parents of that child, can 

make the approach. After explaining that my mother had passed away 35 

years ago and that if this adoption had taken place her parents would be 

aged at over 100 years so the chance of them being alive was quite remote, 

it was then suggested that (under the circumstances) I could apply to inherit 

my mother’s right of approach. There was a small fee, it took on average 

15-18 weeks to be processed and even then, there was no guarantee of 

success. I decided to give it a try with the paperwork completed and fee 

paid, the ‘wait’ commenced. 

 

After four months of hearing nothing I rang to question how my application 

had progressed. A very helpful person located my application and drew to 

my attention the fact that I had refrained from informing other family 

members of my suspicions and that this was why it had been delayed. My 

response was, what am I to tell them? If what I had been told was incorrect, 

there was nothing to tell. I pointed out that my father was aged and not well 

at the time and that I had no intention of raising this with him. 

  

If it had to wait, then that is what I would do. A compromise was reached 

when it was agreed that if I were to speak with my brother, they would be 

happy to pass my application to the next level for consideration. 

  

I spoke to my brother that afternoon, notified them of this and my right to 

inherit was approved within two weeks. 

 
                                                                                                                                         

 

 

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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With all the required documents now to hand, I made the formal approach. 

Ten days later I received an official letter in the mail. My answer was 

within. Mum was adopted! How could I have got it so wrong? I had official 

documents, and none gave a clue as to what had occurred all those years 

ago. 

 

Many emotions ran through me as I read that letter and looked at the 

enclosed forms. I had so many questions … Why didn’t my Grandmother 

tell me? Why had nobody told me? Did Mum know? 

  

The next few days were a time of deep thought and investigation. What I 

had learned changed so much. What of the family I had been researching 

for so many years? What was mum’s birth family like? Was I like them? 

Were my children susceptible to any medical issues at this stage unknown 

to me? The list went on. 

 

It is now four years since I received the news. Many of those early questions 

have been answered. All who need to know, have been told. It has been an 

exciting, concerning, at times frustrating four years but I have now accepted 

that I have three families. Contact has been made with mum’s birth family. 

The news for them was just as big a shock to most, but it would seem, not 

all. 

  

With the help of many I now have a third, well sourced tree. I have met 

many more wonderful people and forged several new friendships. I have 

even been fortunate enough to have visited the area where mum’s birth 

mother and father left when they emigrated. Harmondsworth, Longford and 

Tonbridge are now areas special to me. What a wonderful experience it has 

been. My only sadness is that if my original letter had been answered and 

if it had been answered truthfully all those years ago, I may not have been 

denied the opportunity to meet my true maternal grandparents. 

 

After having gone through all of this, my advice to all would be to check 

and confirm even what you think you know. You may be surprised by just 

what you will learn. All families have skeletons, it is just a case of double 

checking that paperwork and rattling the right bones. 
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SERENDIPITY AGAIN! 

By John Symons 

 

 

Last year for my 70th birthday I was given a voucher for afternoon tea at an 

hotel not too far away in Bucks (Grovefield House). It was now time to cash 

it in! 

 

Although it was just a twenty five minute drive away I hadn't been there 

before. Rather lazily I didn't check the location until just before leaving 

when I entered it in the ‘satnav’ and realised it was on the outskirts of 

Taplow or more specifically a village called Hitcham.  

 

This rang a bell or two as it was where my mother and her parents lived in 

the 1910 - 1930 period. The tea was excellent and I wondered if the family 

might have been acquainted with the building which was once the private 

residence of a brewing family. Perhaps they had even been there? 

 

Back home I engaged in some Googling to see how far away their place, 

called Meadowcroft, was from Grovefield House.  

 

To my astonishment I discovered, on the ‘Buckinghamshire Remembers’ 

web site http://buckinghamshireremembers.org.uk/, a reference to my 

grandfather and Meadowcroft. A volunteer had transcribed the inscriptions 

on the Hitcham WW1 memorial and grandfather’s name appears on one of 

the inscribed panels. He is also mentioned on another memorial located in 

the church at Hitcham. 

 

Grandfather, Herbert ALDRIDGE, died at home in May 1818 during WW1 

after he had been discharged from the Army on medical grounds following 

action in France. As he didn't die in service, I thought there would be no 

public commemoration for him because there is no mention of him on, for 

example, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission site. 

Notwithstanding that, this clearly showed local people knew what had 

happened and ensured his inclusion (see below).  

 

Online I recently I was amazed to find research, carried out by another 

volunteer, into grandfather’s life together with the lives of others named on 

the memorial I decided to make contact and thank them for their efforts. 

                                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (contd.)                                                                                                
 

http://buckinghamshireremembers.org.uk/
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They asked if I could provide a photograph of him. I may have one but not 

many of my photos identify the individuals. I have resolved to go back soon 

to take my own photographs of the memorials. I haven’t found where 

grandfather’s home, Meadowcroft was located in the village of Hitcham, 

that will form the basis of another enquiry. 

 

The inscribed text on this panel reads: 

‘They sleep with the Empire’s best and noblest sons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          The WW1 Memorial at Hitcham (Buckinghamshire Remembers) 

The incised lettering on this panel is badly corroded but you can just make 

out Grandfather Aldridge’s name  ̶  he is at the top.                           (contd) 
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In reply to my message of thanks to ‘Bucks Remembered’ I received the 

following from their June Underwood: 

 

I’m pleased that you’ve been able to find your grandfather on our Bucks 

Remembers website. 

 

Although Herbert Aldridge is not included in the CWGC list at present you 

will be pleased to know that way back in Aug 2018 I applied to have his 

name added. The case is still under consideration but I’m told that his 

details should meet the required standard for inclusion (it can take many 

years for a case to reach a conclusion!).  I’ve checked my earlier emails 

and found that the death certificate that I sent in was the one that you had 

supplied to Ancestry! 

  

There is an organisation called “In From The Cold Project” (this can been 

seen via Google) which is applying for names to be added to CWGC – often 

casualties who were discharged a short time before they died but whose 

death was caused by active service – either by injury, illness or other 

causes.  As they were no longer serving in the Armed Forces their names 

originally were not included in CWGC but it is now thought that they are 

equally as worthy of being recorded as those who were serving at the time 

of their death. 

 

 
 

 

IT COULD JUST BE GUESSWORK 

By John Bridger 

 

 

For some time, I've been keen to have another look at 

early Sussex Parish Records to see if I could obtain a 

little more information on an ancestor who was at the 

top of my BRIDGER family tree in Sussex. 

 

Some while ago I traced a very probable family line 

back to a Rogeri BRIDGER who was in Sussex at the time that 

compulsory church registration of births, marriages and deaths were 

introduced in 1538.  
                                                                                                                    (contd.) 
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He may have been born before this date but there is no record on the 

Familysearch (FS) site of his birth in Sussex or even in another county. 

A further problem arose when I realised that both the names of Rogeri 

and BRIDGER could have been corrupted into something quite 

different. 

 

What did I find? Not a lot and what I did find was subject to the doubts 

that prevail when dealing with such old records. 

 

The FS site showed a baptism of a Richardus BRIDGER in 

Adlingbourne, Sussex on 4th May 1559 whose father was recorded as 

Rogeri BRIDGER. On the face of it this seemed to be a good match. 

 

A second baptism of a William BRIDGER in Aldingbourne in 

November 1562 whose father's name is given as Rogi and this also 

seemed to be a reasonable match. 

 

A third birth attributed to a Rogeri BRIDGER is that of Elizabeth who 

was baptised in Midhurst, Sussex on 5th August 1579 and who died on 

the same date.                                                                              

 

The baptismal location, Midhurst, could be questionable but it is 

possible that Rogeri could have moved around, so I have accepted it 

as a possible match. This caused another problem.  

 

 

I then found a marriage of a Roger BRIDGER and Margarette 

MOUSSELE at Midhurst on 26th September 1574. Was this Roger the 

Rogeri named as the father of the Elizabeth that died on the same date 

as her baptism?  

 

And if so, what had happened to baby Elizabeth’s mother (Rogeri’s 

wife Elizabeth)? Was she dead? I have no answer to these questions! 

 

The Sussex parish records are available on the FS site so my next step 

was to search for these births. The records are not indexed, they are 

simply presented as simple images of individual pages that cover 

births, marriages and deaths and as there are upwards of 800+ pages 

one will certainly need patience!  
                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                     (contd.) 
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Richardus.  

Unfortunately, the record for this period was illegible to me but the 

trained eye at FS seems to have identified it. 

 

William :  Better luck here. Adlingbourne November 1562. 

 

Elizabeth : Midhurst 5 August 1579. 

 

As far as I have been able to ascertain there were few BRIDGERs in West 

Sussex in the late 1500s. Other than those mentioned above, the name 

Rogeri is not to be found on the FS site around the mid to late 1500s. 

 

During those years it seems the ‘i’ was dropped from the name to give 

Roger. This created another difficulty for there could be a much larger 

family recorded against the name of Roger instead of my Rogeri! 

 

 

 

 

 

EARLY MEMORIES (CONTINUED)  

By Alan Rowland  
 

 

We had hoped that the new feature ‘Early Memories’, which began in the 

December 2019 edition, would spark off some reaction amongst our 

membership/readers. In the absence of any response to this plea, I will 

plough on with a few more of mine.                                                   

                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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TROLLEY AND SKOOTER MAKING;  

 

The Trolley 

 

 

Occasionally a set of old pram wheels or on very rare occasions a couple of 

ball bearing races of a decent size would come into our possession. We 

would then set out to make a trolley or scooter.  

 

Given that we had the wheels all we needed then was a couple of planks of 

wood; a length of string, usually sisal all hairy and rough; a nut and bolt 

and a supply of nails. A hammer and a saw ensured that work could begin 

with the anticipation of the fun to come. 

 

In order to use the trolley it was necessary to find a stretch of pavement that 

had a gentle slope and few pedestrians. When this was not possible and all 

that was available was a steep slope it was necessary to add some form of 

braking device to the trolley. Usually the best that we were able to achieve 

was a lever made of wood that forced another piece of wood onto the rim 

of the wheel but it invariably failed and a crash was then inevitable.  

 

 
                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                            

 

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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The Scooter 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

In addition to the bolt needed for the trolley two eye bolts were required for 

a scooter in order to turn the handle bar for steering. 

 

Caps from beer bottles were nailed to the scooter front as décor and if we 

could scrounge some old paint, we would add our names. 

 

AT SCHOOL (contd): 

During this last period of 

formal education four of us 

joined a rowing club.  

 

We rowed from a decrepit 

boathouse (cold water tap only) 

situated alongside Barnes 

Railway bridge.  

 

We made reasonable progress 

and eventually took part in 

several regattas St. Neots, 

Hereford and up and down the 

Thames including the Head of 

The River.  

 

Winter training was cold but 

occasionally we had a Sunday 

row from Barnes to Hampton 

Court and back.  
                                                                                                                              

 

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
 

Me! 
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WORK;  

July 1956 I started work for British Railways (Western Region) at 

Paddington in their survey school. There I learnt levelling, chain surveys 

and technical drawing. After nine months I was moved on to work in their 

mechanical services section where I learnt how to design heating, hot/cold 

water systems and ventilation schemes. 

 

I was one of a team of two that surveyed Swindon Works (B.R. Western 

Region build and maintenance works) for a proposed central heating system 

to cover the whole works. 

 

I left B.R. in 1960 and after two other short term jobs joined George Wimpy 

& Co. Ltd. where I worked for 24 years. In 1987 I moved on to a small 

private contractor in Watford, where I remained until retirement. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MEMORIES: From South Acton Railway station a 

shuttle, single carriage train ran to Acton Town Station, Piccadilly Line 

Underground. This was known locally as the little Jinny or Jenny and was 

a useful facility for South Acton residents wishing to get onto the 

underground system. Without it they would have faced a long roundabout 

walk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Little Jinny/Jenny at South Acton station 
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ANOTHER MYSTERY SOLVED? 

By Alan Rowland 

 

Whilst helping a researcher in a recent research room session we were 

searching for a female ancestor born around 1860. On Ancestry general 

search the various windows gave many records for the individual all of 

which helped us along.  

 

I suddenly realised that there were also multiple ‘Electors List’ entries for 

the woman on dates ranging from 1894 through to 1896 and onwards from 

there. I already knew, or thought I did, that women did not receive universal 

enfranchisement until 1928. How could this be?  

 

This called for research into the story behind ‘getting the vote’ and I found 

the following on the National Archive site: 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/struggle_de

mocracy/getting_vote.htm 

  

Voting rights before 1832 

 

A survey conducted in 1780 revealed that the electorate in England and 

Wales consisted of just 214,000 people; less than 3% of the total population 

of approximately 8 million. In Scotland the electorate was even smaller: in 

1831 a mere 4,500 men, out of a population of more than 2.6 million people, 

were entitled to vote in parliamentary elections. Large industrial cities like 

Leeds, Birmingham and Manchester did not have a single MP between 

them, whereas ‘rotten boroughs’ such as Dunwich in Suffolk (which had a 

population of 32 in 1831) were still sending two MPs to Westminster. The 

British electoral system was unrepresentative and outdated. 

Pressure for reform 

During the late 18th century and the early 19th century, pressure for 

parliamentary reform grew rapidly. Some of it came from men who already 

had a large say in how Britain was run: country gentlemen angry about the 

use of patronage at Westminster, or manufacturers and businessmen keen 

to win political influence to match their economic power. However, the 

issue of parliamentary reform reached a wider audience, particularly after 

the French Revolution.                                                                        

 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/citizenship/struggle_democracy/revolution.htm
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Influenced by works such as Thomas Paine's Rights of Man (1791-2), 

radical reformers demanded that all men be given the right to vote.  

 

Reform groups such as the Sheffield Corresponding Society (founded in 

December 1791) and the London Corresponding Society (founded in 

January 1791) were committed to universal ‘manhood’ (i.e. adult male) 

suffrage. 

 

The Reform Acts 

 

The three parliamentary reform Acts introduced in 19th century Britain (in 

1832, 1867 and 1884 respectively) satisfied moderate reformers rather than 

radicals. The Prime Minister, Lord Grey, supported reform to ‘prevent the 

necessity of revolution’ and was responsible for the first (or ‘Great’) 

Reform Act of 1832. The Act only gave the vote to men in towns who 

occupied property with an annual value of £10. This excluded six adult 

males out of seven from the voting process. 

 

The Tory politician Lord Derby described the second Reform Act (1867) 

as ‘a leap in the dark’ but this only gave the vote to two in every five 

Englishmen in 1870. The third Reform Act (1884) which enfranchised all 

male house OWNERS in both urban and rural areas which added 6 million 

people to the voting registers but this fell some way short of introducing 

universal manhood suffrage. 

Campaigns for universal suffrage 

Radical reformers pressed for more extensive parliamentary reform 

throughout the 19th century. The six-point programme of the Chartists 

included demands for universal suffrage, annual parliaments and voting by 

secret ballot. During the 1830s and 1840s, when Chartism was at its most 

influential, meetings to discuss ‘constitutional reform’ took place in towns 

and cities across Britain. 

 

Conclusions 

 

For many people 19th century parliamentary reform was a disappointment 

because political power was still left in the hands of the aristocracy and the 

middle classes. Universal suffrage, with voting rights for women (though 

not for those under 30), did not arrive in Britain until February 1918.  
                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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By the time of the third Reform Act in 1884, Britain was less democratic 

than many other countries in Europe. 

 

The changes made in the British political system between 1832 and 1884 

were nevertheless important. The electorate increased substantially in size 

from approximately 366,000 in England and Wales in 1831 to slightly 

fewer than 8 million in 1885. Parliamentary seats were redistributed to give 

greater weight to larger towns and cities. Also, the Ballot Act of 1872, 

which introduced secret ballots, made it far more difficult for voters to be 

bribed or intimidated 

 

Moreover Britain, unlike much of continental Europe in the 19th century, 

managed to introduce reform without revolution. This achievement 

contributed greatly to Britain's political stability in the 20th century.  

 

All of that is all very well but it only gives the story of the vote for 

parliamentary candidates. 

 

The bare facts of the changes in voting rights generally are: 

 

1869: Britain grants unmarried women taxpayers the right to vote in 

municipal elections. 

 

1894: The United Kingdom expands women's voting rights to married 

women in municipal but not national elections.  

 

1918: The United Kingdom gave the full vote to some women over 30 (with 

property qualifications or a UK university degree) and to all men age 21 

and older. 

 

1928: The United Kingdom grants full equal voting rights to women. 
 

As we now know the age at which every legitimately registered person can 

vote is 18 years. 

 

That was perhaps a long way round to arrive at the answer to the original 

question: it seems that the reason our research subject was included in the 

lists of electors in 1896 was that she was unmarried, a householder and 

paying municipal taxes. She could only vote in local elections NOT 

parliamentary elections.                                                                      
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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This means that we can add a little ‘flesh to the bones’ of female ancestors 

prior to universal suffrage i.e. from 1869 if unmarried they were probably 

relatively affluent and paid municipal taxes.  

 

 

 

 

                      

 DO WE REALLY NEED D.N.A. TO PROVE WE HAVE 

COUSINS?  

By Alan Rowland 

 

 

I think I have mentioned this before but I think it bears repeating. To me it 

exposes the possibility that we are being encouraged to take part in a 

cleverly marketed operation.   

 

In the Essex Family History Society journal, (March 2009), I discovered an 

interesting ‘Letter to the Editor’ from a Reverend Francis P. Reid.  

 

He put forward what he described as a bit of ‘light entertainment…with 

more than a grain of truth which may lead us to see…better the brotherhood 

(or at least cousinship) of man’.  

 

Having established that we all have two parents, four grand parents, eight 

great grand parents and so on, he asked two questions and to these unrelated 

and seemingly impossible, unanswerable questions he applied the logic that 

follows them: 

 

Question 1 Whilst the Fire of London was taking place in 1666, how many                   

                   people in the country can you claim as your ancestors? 

 

The Reverend allowed thirty years per generation and using this figure 

calculated that 300 years ago in 1666 you would have 1,024 individuals as 

8 x great grandparents. (I assume he first considered this conundrum in 

1966)                     

 

Question 2 How many of your ancestors fought in the war against  

                     France in 1340? 

                                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (contd.)              
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From the same base i.e. 1966, in 1340 each of us would be able to lay claim 

to 4,194,304 ancestors or 20 x great grandparents! 

 

In an effort to provide a mathematical justification as well as a visual 

presentation of this ‘proof’ of these figures I present them below in tabular 

format. 

 

 Individuals   Individuals  

1st  

generation 

2 parents 12th 

generation 

4,096 10 xgr gr 

parents 

2nd  

generation 

4 grand  

parents 

13th 

generation 

8,192 11 xgr gr 

parents 

3rd  

generation 

8 1 xgr gr 

parents 

14th 

generation 

16,384 12 xgr gr 

parents 

4th  

generation 

16 2 xgr gr  

parents 

15th 

generation 

32,768 13 xgr gr 

parents 

5th  

generation 

32 3 xgr gr  

parents 

16th 

generation 

65,336 14 xgr gr 

parents 

6th  

generation 

64 4 xgr gr  

parents 

17th 

generation 

131,072 15 xgr gr 

parents 

7th  

generation 

128 5 xgr gr  

parents 

18th 

generation 

262,144 16 xgr gr 

parents 

8th  

generation 

256 6 xgr gr  

parents 

19th 

generation 

524,288 17 xgr gr 

parents 

9th  

generation 

512 7 xgr gr  

parents 

20th 

generation 

1,048,576 18 xgr gr 

parents 

10th  

generation 

1,024 8 xgr gr  

parents 

21st  

generation 

2,097,152 19 xgr gr 

parents 

11th  

generation 

2,048 9 xgr gr  

parents 

22nd 

generation 

4,194,304 20 xgr gr 

parents 

 

Now at that time the population of England did not exceed 4,000,000, so 

could this mean that we are all related to everyone that was alive in England 

in 1340 including the King and Queen? 

 

Who needs a D.N.A. test at some cost to tell us that we all have as many 

cousins as we require need or want?  
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A TALK ─ TRACING WOMEN ANCESTORS 

By John Symons 

 

 

On Tuesday 12th November 2019 we were pleased to welcome back Else 

Churchill (The Society of Genealogists) who gave a talk entitled ‘Finding 

Women Ancestors’ to a combined meeting of Hillingdon FHS and 

Hillingdon U3A Family History Group. Her subject should be of relevance 

to everyone researching their family history. 

 

Given that most ancestral trees concentrate on the male lines, information 

about females is often sparse especially in earlier times. I remember noting 

that some early baptismal registers only include the name of the father and 

the child, almost as if the mother was not worth mentioning. By the time 

we reach the 19th century however the visibility of women was slowly 

improving. 

 

From 1754 Hardwicke’s Marriage Act required that the status of women 

and the parish of their residence be entered in the parish marriage registers. 

From 1813 the names of both parents were to be entered on the baptismal 

registers although in practice this was in place long before this date in most 

parishes. When names on census returns were introduced in 1841 this 

showed everyone and therefore was the first comprehensive record of the 

entire population. The introduction of women’s suffrage in the early 20th 

century further extended the recording of women through their appearance 

on electoral registers. 

 

Women also began to appear on employment records as well. It was, of 

course, common for women to enter domestic service until they married. 

Some aspired to more responsible positions such as governesses. 

                                                                                                                             

The next step might be an entry into teaching and if this was the case then 

they may well appear on the Teachers’ Registers, some of which are now 

online. 

 

Nursing was another avenue of employment, often in private employment 

but also sometimes in a hospital with the likelihood of service records being 

available. Another specialist skill always in demand was that of midwives 

and the Registers of Midwives are available also online for certain times. 
                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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Over the years the range of occupations and professions expanded so that 

they might now appear even in those that are still male oriented. 

 

Over the years women became almost as capable as men of finding 

themselves on the wrong side of the law as it then existed. They could 

appear in the Register of Papists in 1767 when just being a Catholic was a 

crime. More commonly they could be accused of felony or other crimes 

with punishments from death to a fine or perhaps transportation to 

Australia. So the crime and punishment records often available on 

Findmypast may be helpful or indeed their names may be reported in the 

press especially if any salacious details are recorded at the trial. They may 

also appear as victims of or witnesses to misdemeanours of any kind. 

 

Else then mentioned some of the more unusual sources that are available. 

One of which I, for one, had never heard of before – the Rich Ladies 

Treasury of 1742. No doubt this must have been essential reading for 

gentlemen of the period! 

 

This is just a summary of what was a very comprehensive talk about an 

extensive subject.  

 

Fortunately Else kindly provided a list of all the sources she referred to and 

this is shown as an appendix below. 

 

Women ancestors, Else Churchill, Genealogy Officer, Society of 

Genealogists www.sog.org.uk 

A City Full of People. Men and Women of London 1650-1750, Peter Earl, 

1994 

The Making of the English Middle Class: Business, Society and Family 

Life in London 1660-1750, Peter Earl, 1989 

The Weaker Vessel. Women’s Lot in Seventeenth Century England, 

Antonia Fraser,1884 
                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
 



 

©Hillingdon Family History Society             36                                          March 2020 

 

Church Courts, Sex and Marriage in England 1579-1640, Martin Ingram, 

1987 

Women in England 1500-1760. A Social History, Anne Laurence, 1994 

Victorian Women, Joan Perkin 1993 

The Gentleman’s Daughter, Amanda Vickery, 1998 

Restoration London. From Poverty to Pets, from Medicine to Magic, from 

Slang to Sex, from Wallpaper to Women’s Rights, Liza Picard, 1997 

Dr Johnson’s London. Coffee Houses and Climbing Boys, Medicine, 

Toothpaste and Gin, Poverty and Press Gangs, Freekshows and Female 

Education, Liza Picard, 2000                                                            (contd.) 

Madams: bawds & brothel-keepers of London, Fergus Linnane, 2005 

The Covent Garden Ladies. Pimp General Jack & the Extraordinary Story 

of Harris’s List. Hallie Rubenhold, 2006 

A Master Key to the Rich Ladies Treasury or the Widower and 

Batchelor’s Directory containing an exact alphabetical list of .. Dowagers 

.. etc with an account of their Places of Abode, Reputed Fortunes and 

Fortunes they possess in the Stocks, A Younger Brother, 1742 

English Society in the Eighteenth Century, Roy Porter, (revised ed.) 1990 

The Family Sex and Marriage 1500-1800, Lawrence Stone, 1979 

The Road to Divorce, England 1530-1987, Lawrence Stone, 1990, 

Uncertain Unions, Lawrence Stone, 1992 

Broken Lives, Lawrence Stone, 1993 

Britannia’s Daughters. Women of the British Empire, Joanna 

Trollope,1983 

1700 Scenes from London Life, Maureen Waller, 2000 

Population History of England 1541-1871, E A Wrigley and R S 

Schofield, 1989 

The Female Line: Researching your Female Ancestors, Margaret Ward, 

2003 

Female Occupations – Women’s Employment 1850-1950, Margaret 

Ward,2008 

How our Ancestors Lived: A History of Life a Hundred years ago, David 

Hey,2002 

My Ancestor was in Service, Pamela Horn, 2009 

My Ancestor was a Woman at War, Emma Jolly, 2014 

Women’s Lives. Researching Women’s Social History 1800-1939, 

Jennifer Newby, 2012 

Records Mentioned 

Trade and Commercial Directories [Society of Genealogists, Local 

Libraries] 
                                                                                                                              (contd.) 
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Census Returns 1841-1911 [TNA, & online indexes] 

Electoral Rolls. British Library [many online through Findmypast) 

Guide to Women’s suffrage collections at Women’s Library, LSE 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/library/collections/collection-highlights/womens-

suffrage  

National Vigilance Association Reports into servants registries [Women’s 

Library] 

City of London Apprentices [Guildhall Library, findmypast.co.uk] 

Apprentices of Great Britain 1710-1774 [Society of Genealogists My SoG 

& www.findmypast.co.uk. IR1 indexed images 170-1811 on 

Ancestry.co.uk] 

Parish Apprenticeship [Local County Record Offices – parish chest and 

borough records] 

Midwife’s Licences [issued by church courts in Diocesan Record Offices] 

Returns of Papists 1680, 1705/6, 1767 & 1780 [Parliamentary Archives 

& Lambeth Palace]  

Church Court Records [Diocesan Record Offices]  

London Consistory Court Depositions 1700-1713 

[www.findmypast.co.uk]  

Poor Law Records -[settlement certificates & examinations, bastardy 

orders, removals, quarter sessions minutes, Union Workhouse admission 

registers and punishment books  in CROs] 

Poverty in Early Stuart Salisbury, Wilts RS vol xxxi [1598-1699 – drawn 

from local register of passports for vagrants, local project for the relief of 

the poor, monthly overseers accounts and papers1635, Workhouse 

accounts 1627-30.] Norwich census of the poor 1570 Norfolk RS vol 40. 

MH12 Poor Law Union Correspondence [TNA, Kew] 

Trinity House Petitions [indexed on www.findmypast.co.uk, MySoG and 

copies at SoG] 

17th Century Tax records - Subsidies, Poll Tax, Ship Money, Relief of 

Irish Protestants, Hearth Tax, [TNA E179] 

Proceedings of the Old Bailey 1674-1913 www.oldbaileyonline.org 

Criminal Registers, Transportation records, Newgate Calendar & 

Milbank Prison warrants see Ancestry and findmypast 

Harris’s Lists of Covent Garden Ladies 1757-1795 [British Library] 

Newspapers  - variously online and in local archives, [British Library 

Newspaper Archive] 

Various tax lists from TNA E179 database at 

Chancery Proceedings [TNA Kew, the Bernau Index at SoG is a useful 

introductory name index] 

Wills [Diocesan Record Offices and TNA]  

 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/library/collections/collection-highlights/womens-suffrage
http://www.lse.ac.uk/library/collections/collection-highlights/womens-suffrage
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

By Patricia Reynolds 

 

Thank you to all members who returned the 

renewal form with their 2020 subscription, 

this makes things so much easier for me. 

 

There are a few members who have not 

signed a data protection form yet – this is a 

legal requirement. If you have lost the form 

I can give you a new one. All our 

computers that hold your information are password protected. 

 

Many thanks to all who made donations, these help to keep our society 

running for everyone. 

 

The total membership for 2019 was 166 so once again I must stress that we 

need new members. Please encourage friends and family who might be 

interested in family history to come along and join us. 

 

Thank you to all for the many Christmas cards and letters of appreciation I 

received for myself and also on behalf of the committee. 

 

Finally, may I thank the many members for cards and letters of condolence 

sent to me on the death of my husband, John.  

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

C82 Mrs. Christine Callender 

Email: cristalex@tiscali.co.uk 

 

R55 Ms. Elaina Rothman 

Email: elainacr@aol.com 

 

   

The Editor and Committee Members would like to express our condolences 

to our Membership Secretary Patricia Reynolds on the recent loss of her 

husband John. He was so supportive of her for so many years, fetching and 

carrying the printed journals for example. Those of us who knew him will 

miss his cheerful character and disposition. 

 



 

©Hillingdon Family History Society             39                                          March 2020 

 

OBITUARY 

 

 

Members will be sorry to hear of the death of Margaret STARR (S 31) who 

died on 30th November 2019. Margaret was a society member  for many 

years and we send our condolences to her family. 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

                                                                                                            

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.                            (contd.) 
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Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure they 

are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 

answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 

 

 

 

HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is made 

for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail as 

possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 

HELP WANTED 

 

HEATH/LOW. I am seeking details of and contact with anyone connected 

to the family of Rachel LOW (HEATH) baptised Harmondsworth, 

Middlesex 9th June 1800 the daughter of James HEATH and Elizabeth. 

 

I believe James was baptised 3rd July 1768 in Harmondsworth, the son of 

John HEATH and Rachel LOW(E). Rachel LOW (HEATH) married 

William JARVIS at St. Mary’s Church, Harmondsworth 8th June 1820. She 

had one known brother, William. 

                                                                                                                              

Please contact Terry on denerry@bigpond.com.au or John Symons on 

jrsymons@hotmail.com who shares this ancestry. 

 

 

mailto:denerry@bigpond.com.au
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FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 

The Ickenham Festival week will take place from 6th to the 14th June 2020.  

 

We shall be there, more details later, and our Chairman will again open his 

garden to the public on Thursday 12th June.  

 

Come along and see us!  
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     BUXTED:    

CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: CROWHURST: 

DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: EAST 

CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST HOATHLY: 

ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: FOLKINGTON: 

FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: HAILSHAM: 

HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: HELLINGLY: 

HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED KEYNES:  ISFIELD: 

JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: LEWES: LINDFIELD: 

LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: MARESFIELD: 

MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: NINFIELD: ORE: 

PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   RINGMER:  RIPE:    

ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: SEDLESCOMBE: 

SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: TARRING: 

TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: WARTLING: WEST 

DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: WESTMESTON: 

WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: WITHYHAM: 

WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pbnpublications.com/
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY PUBLICATIONS 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing. 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche ............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address ........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com 

 

     

http://www.parishchest.com/
http://www.genfair.com/
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access between 

the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit slip road off 

the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is Hillingdon and there is 

a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the Church. Please note that the 

main entrance to the Church is on the side of the Church. Our Research 

Room is on the 1st floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in Uxbridge 

Library (6th floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting gives the 

opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet or open 

the Research Room during August. 
 



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

OFFICERS 

 

President Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 

 

Chairman Ian Harvey 01895 635230 

 24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middlesex. UB10 8NP 

 

Vice Chair John Symons 01895 677722 

 11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 7RQ 

 

Vice Chair Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 9QX 

 

Secretary Gill May 01753 885602 

 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 

 

Treasurer Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Librarian Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 

 43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex. UB5 4AT 

 

Membership Patricia Reynolds 01895 444442 

 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 

 

Programme      Anne Moss                                                         01895 263669  

Secretary          20 Churchill Close, Hillingdon, Middlesex.  UB10 0EA                  

 

Projects Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 9QW 

 

Publicity Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 
 

Journal Editors         John Symons, Alan Rowland 
 

 

Website: www.hfhs.org.uk  Email: enquiries@hfhs.org.uk 
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http://www.hfhs.org.uk/
mailto:hfhs@onetel.org.uk
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Most of the parish registers for the original Anglican parishes and some more 

recently created are deposited at the London Metropolitan Archives and are 

available for viewing online on Ancestry. Many of the monumental 

inscriptions in the churchyards have been transcribed and may be searched 

on FindMyPast under the ‘Middlesex Monumental Inscriptions’ dataset. 

 

 

IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

Hillingdon embraces a mixture of Greater  

London suburbs, ancient and modern, large  

and small, each with its own distinctive identity,  

and includes, in the South of the Borough,   

Heathrow Airport.   

 

When it was formed the London Borough of  

Hillingdon incorporated the following nine  

Ancient parishes of  Middlesex:  

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, Harmondsworth,  

Hayes, Hillingdon, Ickenham, Ruislip and  

West Drayton.  

 

Other localities included in the borough are: 

Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, 

Ruislip Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, 

Yeading and Yiewsley. 

 


