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2013 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9EL 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 
TUESDAY 15th January 

Note: Meeting starts at 
2.00 p.m. 

Simon Fowler ‘Making the best use of visiting 
The National Archives’ 

Joint meeting with Hillingdon U3A 
Thursday 21st February 

 
Paul Davidson 

(aided by Beryl 
Chubb, Joy Higgs 
& Barbara Nield) 

‘Benefits before Benefits: the 
Hillingdon Parish Rate Books 

17th to 19th centuries’ 

Thursday 21st March 
 

A.G.M. ‘Family History Sources on the 
Internet: An Update’ 

 
Thursday 18th April 

 

 
Ian Waller 

‘Manorial Worth: A Look at the 
Way the Manor Operated and What 
Information can be Found in the 
Records’ 

Thursday 16th May 
 

Tony Mitchell ‘Uxbridge Past: Shops & 
Businesses’ 

 
Thursday 20th June 

 

 
Ian Currie 

‘Frosts, Freezes & Fairs: A 
Thousand Years of Winters on the 
Frozen Thames and Other Rivers’ 

Thursday 18th July 
 

Judy Davies ‘Old England, a Golden Age? 
What Would it Have Been Like to 

Live in a Bygone Age’ 
AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 19th  Sept. Open Evening Details to Follow 
 

Thursday 17th October 
 

 
Pat Hilbert 

‘Watermen, Royal Watermen and 
Doggett’s: and Other Coat and 

Badge Races 
 
Thursday 21st Nov. 

 

 
David Cuffley 

A Talk About the Trading 
Between the Ratcatcher and the 

Publican’ 
DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING 

 
 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 
meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
 

 
My brother-in-law was recently 
asked to provide a sample of 
DNA to help with some 
genealogical research.  The 
researcher was trying to 
establish whether the Austrian 
branch of the family was linked 
to a particular family in 
Bessarabia (yes, I didn’t know 
where that was; it is modern day 
Moldova i.e. that bit of Europe 
between Romania and the 
Ukraine).  
 
The key common ancestor was 
Samson WERTHEIMER (1658-
1724), see left, who was one of 
the main financiers to the 
Habsburgs in Vienna during the 
war of the Spanish Succession 
(1701-14).   
 

 

The researcher was using autosomal DNA (atDNA) testing which 
apparently can identify shared DNA among descendants of common 
ancestors regardless of whether the DNA was inherited from the paternal 
or maternal sides of the family. This is the newest type of DNA testing – 
the more commonly used being paternal Y-DNA (which tests paternally 
inherited DNA) and maternal mtDNA which tests maternal mitochondrial 
DNA.  I believe the latter was used to help identify Richard III earlier this 
year. 
 

One of the problems with autosomal DNA is that we only inherit 
approximately half of our atDNA from each of our parents; and this gets 
halved again with the next generation.  As a result we have approximately 
25% of our grandparents’ atDNA, 12.5% of our great grandparents’ 
atDNA and 6.25% of our great-great-grandparents’ atDNA.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I shudder to think how many ‘greats’ my brother-in-law is from the 
common ancestor! 
 

Like all good research papers, the researcher did establish ‘matching 
DNA sequences or strands on a specific region of the 9th chromosome’.  
Is this a case of ‘Tick box, positive result; collect cheque, move on to the 
next project and hope that all the caveats I diligently list as to why this 
may not be accurate are not too closely thought about’? 
    
An increasing number of companies are offering to profile the genetic 
history of individuals based on a DNA sample for around £200. Is this 
something our members should embrace? 
 

I note that in early May the Society of Genealogists held a half-day 
course on ‘DNA Tests & Heredity for Family Historians’. So clearly this 
is a ‘hot topic’. I also note that they concluded the description of the 
course with the comment ‘it will show how DNA tests are chosen and 
performed and illustrate with case studies what they can and can’t tell us’.  
 

So, what are we to make of all this? 
 

I suggest before you start signing up for any of this you read a public 
guide (published by Sense About Science) by Prof. David Balding and 
Prof. Mark Thomas of University College London. It is free over the 
internet at: 
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/resources.php/119/sense-about-
genetic-ancestry-testing 
 

They say ‘the genetic ancestry business uses a phenomenon (the Forer 
effect) well known in other areas such as horoscopes, where general 
information is interpreted as being more personal than it really is’. ‘This 
is business and the business is genetic astrology’. 
 

As you can probably tell by now, I am on the sceptical side of this 
argument and could think of more useful things to spend £200 on.  
Without the hard graft of documentary evidence it is all just a form of 
astrology. In the case of Richard III, DNA was just one of multiple 
‘proofs’ that were used to identify the skeleton. 
 

Make your own minds up. However, expect to hear more about this 
subject in time to come. 
 

                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 
 

 
 JOURNAL                                                   DEADLINE DATE 
  
 SEPTEMBER                                                        2nd AUGUST 
 
        DECEMBER                                                        4th OCTOBER 

 

 
 

 

Members may know that a visit to the National Archives (NA) at Kew 
often entails remembering to take a digital camera in order to photograph 
any original documents that may be found. Alternatively it is possible to 
obtain photo copies but these come at a cost. However, free copies can 
now be had without having to take your own camera.    
 

Within the reading room there are a number of digital cameras each 
permanently fixed to a vertical post by means of a cage. This enables 
adjustment of the image size and focus via the adjacent touch screen 
which operates the whole system. The process is accessed by swiping 
your reader’s ticket and having taken the photographs you can elect to 
save the images to a memory stick or have the system send the pictures 
directly to your email address; simple and FREE! 

 
    

HAMPSHIRE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  
 

The Hampshire Genealogical Society will hold their Family History 
OPEN DAY at Horndean Technology College, Merchistoun Road, 
Horndean, Hampshire PO8 9PQ (access from J2, A3M via B2149 Dell 
Piece West) on Sunday 29th September 2013.  
Hours: 10.00AM to 4.00PM ADMISSION FREE. Light refreshments 
will be available. Help desks offering free computer genealogical advice 
including ‘the census detectives’ 
Stands include: family history societies, genealogy supplies, new & 
second hand books, postcards and many others. There will also be talks. 
Enquiries to: openday2013@hgs-online.org.uk  
Latest News at:  www.hgs-online.org.uk  
(Registered Charity No. 284744) 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE WAR  �  1939 to ?      (No. 5) 
 
 
Following Daisy Buckingham’s registration for National Service on the 6th 
December 1941 she records the next major development. This was heard 
on ‘the wireless’ − no radios in those days! Also, I for one was surprised 
that local people were able to raise such a huge sum of money. Once again 
we have retained her spelling.  
 
‘The next evening listening to wireless heard Japs had launched a surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbour, U.S.A. So two more countrys were in the War. 
This spreading of the war has caused a speed-up in registration of 
women......At present it is the 20 to 30 classes......Also boys and girls from 
16 to 18 will have to register soon. Russia has started a big 
offesive......German casualties run into several thousands. Libya also is 
brightening up......Germans and Italians are running well. Next its 
Benghazi say our troops.......We lost 2 big ships on the day of the Japs 
coming in, the ‘Repulse’ and the ‘Prince of Wales’......Dec. 28th Been 
‘paper-hunting’ again today......for ‘salvage’.......Benghazi was entered by 
our troops on Christmas Eve. On Christmas day went to 7 o/c service. It 
was......in the dark......owing to the poor blackout.......Quiet Christmas but 
peaceful and plenty to eat if it is wartime. Boxing Day we had......for 
breakfast the first American meat we have tried......the children are still 
waiting for a letter or receipt from Mrs Churchill’s Aid to Russia (Red X) 
Fund, 17/6 was the amount they sent as the result of a concert......Owing to 
the Japs entry into the war our ‘Winter Rations’ were cut last Monday. We 
now have ½ sugar 2 ozs tea 2 ozs butter 2 ozs lard and 3ozs cheese again. 
Meat ration remains at 1s-2d......to include corned beef and bacon ¼ lb. 
Cheese is to be cut in February. Two days ago the dustmen came, it is 
about six weeks since they came......short staffed as the men keep being 
called up......they’d soon have women on the job. ‘Percy’ too says there 
will be woman police at the box soon. February 8th ......Rice  and fruit and 
dried peas etc now on points. Soap is rationed from tomorrow. ......news 
not too good lately the Germans under General Rommel were back in 
Benghazi......they seem to be getting everything back. Today the Japs 
invaded Singapore Island. ......Feb 22nd A week today Singapore 
surrended. Food, water and ammunition, had run out. Japs claimed 
60,000 prisoners. There was no evacuation. Today we had a letter......to 
say Coopers (our butchers) were closed so have to register somewhere 
else...... 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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We had......the first day alert for several months. ......lot of troop movement 
today......Russia is still getting on with scouring the land of 
Germans......Burma is still fighting. April 30th ......got 9/2 in the Red Cross 
box last time it was opened bringing the total to 37/9. Uxbridge had a 
‘Warship Week’ from 21st to 28th March and raised over £300,000 to 
adopt the destroyer ‘Intrepid’. Food front: Bread is now all wheatmeal 
(the ‘National loaf’ or ‘Lord Woolton bred) or brown, no white......I think 
the new bread is more satisfying as one doesn’t  hear so many people talk 
of being hungry now, some goods have been ‘with-drawn’......to build up 
reserve stock. The Luftwaffe are carrying on ‘reprisal’ raids or ‘3 star 
Baedeker raids’......they have threatened to destroy any building of special 
historic or architectural importance; − marked by 3 stars in the German 
Guide book − Baedeker......May 13th at last know full result of Uxbridge  
Warship Week. It is £350,531-15s-5d. Sad news yesterday: H.M.S. 
Kipling, a new destroyer that we knitted for......has been sunk. 
‘Fuel’ rationing including Gas, electricity etc has been postponed. 
‘Sweets’ are to be rationed......Our troops are retreating in Burma poor 
devils, through terrible country. India has had air-raids. There is talk that 
the Germans are preparing to use gas on the Russians. Mr 
Churchill......warned them if they do we have plenty and will use it straight 
away.                       
We have carried out two heavy raids over 1,000 over Cologne in a short 
time and 1,136 over the Ruhr Valley Monday night. Canterbury had a visit 
from the German bombers. ......Mexico is at war with the Axis now. 
......Tobruk has fallen it was a bitter blow as we had been led to believe 
everything in the garden was lovely. ......General Auchinleck is in charge 
again out in the Middle East......he has so far held Rommels advance. 
The Japs still won’t let any news through of names of prisoners etc people 
can only hope and pray their sons are alright.......Poor Margaret T. was to 
have been married yesterday but he has been recalled, Thurs, to go to 
Canada.......July 12. 
Have been very worried over Rose as the smallpox epidemic started at 
Glasgow has spread to Swindon......There are 8 cases so far and 4 suspect, 
and 34 at Glasgow.......July 17 Heard the Southall sirens......28th 
incendiaries at Hayes in the early morning some children burnt.......August 
Mrs W’s brother missing. 23rd ......important week......big commando raid 
on Dieppe, Wednesday 19th; and Brazil and Uruguay are in with us as 
from yesterday’.    
                               
                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
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 REMINISCENCES OF THE WAR  �  1939 to ?      (No. 6) 
 
 
Throughout Daisy Buckingham’s journal she marked the death of 
someone known to her, or the death of some important person, by 
drawing a crucifix with the entry. As one would expect she concentrated 
on three themes; the progress of the global war, the war at home (air 
raids, casualties etc) and the rationing of food; but local acquaintances 
and friends were not forgotten.   
 
‘September 3rd 1942. We are now entering the fourth year of the war and 
at the King’s wish the day has been kept as a day of National Prayer. The 
church was packed tonight and it was a lovely service. H.R.H. the Duke 
of Kent on his way to take up duties in Ireland......The 
Sunderland......crashed into a mountain in Scotland August 25th ......15 
were killed and one was severely injured. The Duke was buried privately 
at St George’s Chapel, Windsor on Saturday 29th  ......Amy N. has started 
to train as a nurse......Sept 21st saw F. B. today and he said young Fred 
has one pair of socks I knitted. Saw Mrs N.; they haven’t heard from 
Henry for 2 months. Mrs W’s brother is a prisoner. Amy N. was released 
from the hospital......after her breakdown......On the 5th two boys Ronald 
H. (12) and John F. (11) ......killed while playing with a trench mortar 
bomb they had found. H’s sister A. was very seriously injured...... 
October 31st ......plane crashed at Ruislip on the 18th ......15 members of 
the crew and 6 civilians killed. On the 26th ......Langley was attacked, two 
killed, 6 injured. Gunfire was very heavy here.......Lowes girls over 20 are 
being sent to a sugar beet factory in Suffolk. November 19th Much has 
happened since the last entry. We are on the offensive in the Middle East. 
The Eighth Army under Montgomery has driven Rommel’s lot out of 
Egypt and they are well on the run in Libya. At the same time American 
forces landed in Algeria and are pushing towards Tunisia. It is a real 
united do this time......Benghazi is what we are trying for now. The 
church bells rang last Sunday to celebrate the victory in Egypt. It was 
lovely to hear them again. We heard on the wireless the bells of 
Coventry......Tobruk rung by our soldiers, the old record of Bow bells that 
we used to have as the B.B.C. signal......Westminster Abbey, St Cuthberts 
Edinburgh, Armagh Cathedral, Llandaff Cathedral...... 
STALINGRAD I would like to record all this name means to the civilized 
world but it needs some-one with more ability than I have to do justice to 
the theme. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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News of prisoners in Japanese hands just beginning to trickle through no 
news of Jackie yet and Mrs W. has never heard of Rich......December 
27th......Well we have had a good Christmas, better than we expected. If 
things have been hard to get some sort of present has been given and 
received......We had 4 new laid eggs from Mrs Vera M. for breakfast 
Christmas Day, porridge made with rolled oats (we can get them now 
they are on points). For dinner beef, new potatoes, brussells, Xmas 
pudding and custard, and cider. On Boxing Day we had Turkey (out of a 
tin 20 points) ......went to Savoy, Hayes saw Rose of Tralee and Wings for 
the Eagle......Today have been afternoon service and carols. ......Darlon* 
was shot on Christmas Eve by a french-man who was shot himself on 
Christmas Day. Whoever he was he has put an end to a very difficult 
situation. ......January 21st 1943 So much for our hopes. The political 
situation in Algiers is still very sticky......a school in London was bombed 
the death roll at present is 45 but fear there is more little Mrs D. thinks 
her boy might be there.......Iraq is in with us (16th) also Chile (20th). The 
siege of Leningrad has been raised over 15 months they have been 
besieged. The Russians are still going strong......the 8th Army is nearing 
Tripoli......’Good old Monty’......The Germans have been ordered to keep 
three days mourning for the fall of Stalingrad.......went to a social at St 
John’s hall......this is the first social have been to during the war.......Food 
news: Tinned fruit is released today and cheese goes down to a ¼lb. Feb 
10th ......Gunfire very heavy. Feb 28th That raid (on the 10th) was at 
Reading.......We had a ‘Red Army Day’ last Sunday and prayers in the 
churches for Russia.......Kharkoff is recaptured. Thank 
God.......Tomorrow starts a comb-out of retail shop assistants one in 
twenty will have to go.......MARCH 12th The old Jerry’s seem stirring up 
again......alerts again Thurs a.m., Sunday night, and again this morning 
7.40. The spitfires did show up in the rising sun. 5 Jerrys were brought 
down. This is ‘Wing for Victory’ week, Uxbridge Target is £350,000 but 
don’t seem as if it will be reached as it only said £250,000 on the target 
board this morning. George B. has a broken jaw what one of the Welsh 
soldiers gave him. 
                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
 
 
* Jean Francois Darlon, was a French Admiral and Vichy collaborator− 
he was killed by pro-Free French assassin. 
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HILLINGDON LOCAL STUDIES SERVICE 
 

 

As many of you will know, Uxbridge Central Library is currently being 
refurbished. It will reopen in 2014 with two new floors and a great deal of 
extra seating space. Local Studies will have moved from Level 3 to a new 
room on Level 6. Meanwhile we will be offering a limited enquiry service 
and making as many collections as possible available for research by 
appointment. During this time we will also be undertaking a number of 
large projects.  
 

The first is a stock take of our archive holdings in order to check that 
there are no missing items and that everything is stored correctly – this is 
especially important if documents are to be produced promptly and 
efficiently. With over 2,000 separate collections to plough through, this 
will be a time consuming and labour intensive job. 
 

As part of the stock take we will also conduct a preservation and 
conservation survey, identifying and ordering packaging and listing any 
damage that needs repairing. 
 

Carolynne Cotton, Local Studies Team Manager and I will also be 
making a concerted attempt to tackle our cataloguing backlog and 
therefore make even more of our material available to researchers. 
 

Clara Pereira, our Museum Curator, will be using the time to conduct her 
own location and condition review of over 2,400 museum objects, as well 
as undertaking valuable background research on the collections and 
updating the museum catalogue database. 
 

Clara will also be creating a new education programme which can be 
rolled out to all primary schools in the Borough and continued when the 
library reopens. The programme will comprise sessions on the Victorian 
period, World War Two, and a map-based session on local history. 
 

Samantha Letters, the Local Studies Team Librarian will continue the 
reminiscence sessions which we currently hold in branch libraries and 
care homes, as well as composing entirely new sessions. At the moment 
we are thinking of using recorded music to stimulate memories. 
 

We hope that 2013 will go quickly and that the work we produce this year 
will provide an even better service once the refurbishment is complete. 
 
                                                              Paul Davidson, Assistant Archivist 
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HE WAS IN THE RIFLE BRIGADE (PART 2)  
 
 

In the 1st part of this story I stated that I had not found Andrew 
TOLMIE’s army service record so, in order to track it down, I decided to 
visit the National Archive at Kew.  
 
I soon discovered that back in the l800s service records as we know them 
did not exist but a soldier’s service could be traced through his 
Regimental Muster Rolls. This would involve looking at more than one 
roll as they were produced every quarter each year. 
 
I also knew from earlier information that my man, Andrew TOLMIE, was 
a Private in the 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade in the year 1841 at the age of 
20. So I made that my starting point knowing I would have to go both 
backwards and forwards to find the whole period of his service. 
 
Military service records are found in archive ref. WO and one has to 
identify the required sub-reference by perusing the catalogue for the 
regiment. WO12 took me to the records of the 95th Foot but I knew that at 
some time they had been renamed The Rifle Regiment. Having found the 
references I ordered the books of the appropriate Muster Rolls. 
 
Although I didn’t find the roll covering his enlistment in the army I did 
locate a muster roll for April 1837 which listed him as a Private. Since he 
was born in 1821 this would make him just 16 years old. 
 
From this point on I was able to tie the events as recorded on the muster 
rolls with the text of the book ‘The History of the Rifle Brigade’ (by Sir 
William H. Cope (Bart) which described the movements of the Brigade 
over the period of Andrew's service and expands on the otherwise scant 
notes in the muster rolls. 
 
On June 28th 1838, at Queen Victoria’s wedding, the 2nd Battalion lined 
the route from Hyde Park Corner to the corner of St. James in extended 
order and later, on the 9th July, were present at the review in Hyde Park. 
At this time the Regiment was billeted at Chelsea but after the review it 
was marched to Woolwich where a detachment was sent to Deptford. 
(Noted on the muster roll). 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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On the 9th and 10th October 1839 the regiment marched from Woolwich 
to a billet in Windsor and on the 1st November it was reviewed by Queen 
Victoria.  
 
The regiment had used the Baker flintlock rifle for many years but this 
was replaced by the Brunswick percussion rifle in November 1839. This 
was a great improvement as it was much more accurate and effective over 
a greater distance. 
 
The action really started in December 1840 when the 2nd Battalion were 
ordered to Newport, South Wales because of the civil unrest there. 
Various deployments are noted in Andrew’s muster roll notes and include 
being sent to Abergavenny and Merthyr Tydfil. They left Newport in 
August 1841 to assemble in Bristol in preparation for service abroad. 
 
The book records troop movements during the period September to 
December as follows; 
 
‘On September 3rd the Battalion was divided into six Service and four 
Depot companies: on the 9th and 10th the Service companies proceeded by 
Great Western Railway to Paddington and thence to Deptford where they 
embarked on board the ‘Abercrombie Robinson’ for Bermuda.  
(The ‘Abercrombie Robinson’ was built for passenger work in 1825 and 
was used as a British troop ship). 
 
The muster roll shows that Andrew was paid for 92 days that quarter 
described as ‘on board ship for 36 days’ and ‘on shore’ for the remaining 
56 days. However deductions were made for rations whilst on board at 
the rate of ‘36 days @ 6d per day’ and a further ‘56 days @ 3d per day 
whilst on shore for rations at public expense’. 
 
The Battalion remained in Bermuda until the summer of 1842 when the 
six companies were ordered to Halifax, Nova Scotia. They left Bermuda 
on 30th July on board the ship ‘Java’ and landed in Halifax on 12th 
August.  
 
This period is shown on Andrew’s muster roll as: 
 
1st muster on board ‘Java’ and the 2nd muster as being in hospital. The 3rd 
muster had no comment. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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However, as before, deductions were made to the tune of ‘On board ship 
44 days @ 6d: On shore 68 days @ 3d and Hospital 10 days @ 9d’ for 
rations at public expense. 
 
The remainder of the period until the end of December 1842 was 
described as ‘stationed’ and ’92 days deduction made @ 3d per day’ once 
again for rations at public expense. I don't pretend to know how the 
deduction arrangements worked and the figures above are as described in 
the muster rolls. 
 
There appeared to be no change at Halifax over the next 12 months 
 
I haven't been able to verify the date the Battalion returned to Britain but 
there was no entry for Andrew in the April/June quarter 1844 muster rolls 
so I guess he had left the Rifle Brigade to become a civilian again. Then 
on 27th May 1845 he married Elizabeth DAVID at Laugharne, South 
Wales. The marriage certificate describes his occupation as ‘Gent’ thus 
confirming he had left the army. 
 
There are still a few queries to be answered re his joining up and at the 
other end, his leaving the army but we can see from what we know that 
his time with the Rifle Brigade covered many involvements both at home 
and abroad. Although the muster rolls provide brief records of Andrew's 
service I was thankful to have the book ‘The History of the Rifle Brigade’ 
by my side to corroborate and expand on the events and I would like to 
acknowledge just how useful it has been in building a picture of Andrew's 
time in the Rifle Brigade. 
 
                                                                                                 John Bridger 
 
 
 

JAPANESE P.O.W. RESEARCH 
 
 

As the result of a Friday morning Research Room session helping a 
member trace his family I had occasion to follow the trail into WWII. I 
had not had reason to look at these records before so it was all new 
research. There follows a description of how I felt my way through the 
various online and original documents (at the National Archives) which 
may be useful to members.                                                                (contd.) 
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If you need to trace somebody who was involved in WWII and who 
subsequently was taken prisoner by the Japanese a visit to the National 
Archives at Kew could provide valuable information. 
 
In order to look at original documents a Reader’s Ticket is required. NA 
will provide a ticket on production of two acceptable original forms of 
identification as follows; 
 
PROOF OF YOUR NAME WITH VALID SIGNATURE: 
 
One from; Expired National Archives' reader's ticket issued after March 
2008: Passport: Driving licence: Bank card: Credit card: National ID card:  
Police/Customs/Home Office/warrant card: Forces ID card: Sea/Air: 
Masters licence: NUJ pass: Government/local council staff ID: Blue 
Badge (driver's pass). 
 
PROOF OF YOUR ADDRESS: 
 
All bills and statements must have been issued within the last three 
months. Internet printouts and online statements are not acceptable.  
 
One from; Utility bill: Bank/building society statement: Credit card 
statement: Council tax bill: Council payment book: Council rent card or 
tenancy agreement: HM Revenue and Customs statement: Passports with 
address (where the address has been officially entered by the issuing 
authority); National ID card with address: Driving licence with address: 
Home Office permit to stay: University certificate for hall of residence 
(stamped and signed by institution): TV licence: Firearms licence: Home 
insurance policy: International student photo card: Benefit agency book 
or original notification letter: Student Loans Company LEA/SAAS 
award. 
 
Having obtained your reader’s ticket you are free to view original 
documents. The Japanese had an index card system to record P.O.Ws. and 
these cards can be viewed by calling up the reference WO 345. There are 
a number of boxes in this record so to avoid a lot of searching time you 
will need to use the index to order up the box containing (hopefully) the 
surname of the subject of your search. This must be added to the main 
reference e.g. WO 345/37. You will also need to book a table in the 
reading room; a simple procedure that is actioned from one of the many 
computers in the general room.                                                         (contd.)    
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Fortunately the cards in the boxes are in alphabetical order so it should be 
a straight forward search. If you find the card you a seeking obtaining a 
copy is very easy (see Editors’ Jottings in this edition). 
 
I also found it very useful to visit the following web sites for detailed 
information on Japanese P.O.W. camps: 
 
http://www.flightglobal.com/pdfarchive/view/1939/1939%20-202003.html 
 
http://www.mansell.com/pow_resources/camplists/rg331-
box%201321-jap%20pow%20camps.htm 
 
http://www.powresearch.jp/en/archive/powlist/index.html 
 
http://www.powresearch.jp/en/archive/powlist/camplink.html 
 
Finally some of what I found came from an old friend − Google. By 
carrying out a search using the name of the research subject together with 
other snippets of information e.g. rank, service, Japanese P.O.W. etc. a 
great number of sites were found. 
 
So good hunting! 
 
                                                                                               Alan Rowland    
 
 
 
 

TRAGIC END OF A COUSIN 
 
 
The Welsh author Dorothy EDWARDS, was my cousin. Her mother Vida 
was a granddaughter of one of my great grandfathers John James Jones.  
 

Dorothy was born in Ogmore Vale, Glamorgan on the 18th August 1903, 
the only child of Edward and Vida EDWARDS, who had married in 
1899. He was the headmaster of Tynewydd Junior Mixed School and she 
was headmistress of the infants section of the school. Dorothy attended 
her father's school until she moved to Ogmore Vale Grammar School and 
from there she moved to Howell's school for girls, Llandaff, Cardiff as a 
scholarship boarder. 
                                                                                                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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When Edward died on the 22nd December 1917 Vida returned to teaching 
in her husband's old school. From there she eventually took up a post in 
Ely School, Cardiff and together with Dorothy, settled in Rhiwbina, a 
district of Cardiff. 
 

 
Leaving Howell's, in 1920 
Dorothy enrolled as a student of 
Greek and Philosophy at the 
University College of South 
Wales and Monmouthshire from 
where she graduated in 1924 with 
an upper second class honours 
degree. 
 
She then turned to literature and 
produced short stories. Although 
Vida became more and more 
disabled they somehow funded a 
trip to Europe. 
 

 
 

Dorothy wrote two novels, both of which I have in my possession, 
‘Winter Sonata’ and ‘Rhapsody’ and she was also a member of the 
‘Bloomsbury Set’.  
 

 
To cut a long story short her life ended tragically. In January 1934, 
Dorothy threw herself under a train at Caerphilly Station. A note found in 
her pocket read; 
 
 

‘I am killing myself because I have never sincerely loved any human 
being all my life. I have accepted kindness and friendship and even love 
without gratitude, and given nothing in return’.  
 
 

The Coroner recorded a verdict of suicide while in a state of unsound 
mind. Sadly, at the age of 68 Vida died just nine months later on 29th 
October 1934. 
 

                                                                                                 Tom Morgan  
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WHAT DID HE DO AFTERWARDS? 
 
 

From census sheets I knew that my maternal great grandfather’s 
occupation was ‘railway signalman’. There was no indication of which 
Railway Company employed him except for some initials on the 1871 
census i.e. ‘N.L.Ry’.  
 
I decided to find out more about this signalman. As he lived and died in 
the Acton/Chiswick area of London, I thought that the initials probably 
stood for North London Railway. An extensive search, via Google, 
eventually pointed me towards the National Archives at Kew and from 
their web site I found an entry for him in the records of that railway 
company. 
 
I went along to Kew and ordered up the relevant archive document which 
turned out to be a big, hand written ledger giving the employment records 
of the N.L.R. There was no index of names because the book seemed to 
record each individual as when they joined their employ, but after some 
time searching page by page, I located the entry for my great grandfather. 
 
He was certainly recorded as a signalman who had joined the company on 
November 18th 1866 at the age of 28, he was 5 feet 10 inches tall and 
earned 20/- per week. Other entries were: 25/12/68 − Fined 0s/6d for 
coming late on duty; 15/7/70 − Fined 2s/6d for neglecting to telegraph a 
Coal Train on to E.I.Rd. Jn.(?) after passing his post; 6/3/71 − 
Transferred to Hampstead Heath; 29/4/71 − Dismissed for having been 
summoned for an assault committed whilst off duty, but in Company’s 
Uniform. (See copies of the entries below) 
 
So it seems that after 4 years 7 months his signalling ended when he was 
dismissed for receiving a summons for an assault that occurred whilst he 
was off duty. His crime, it would seem, was to be involved in this assault 
dressed in his work uniform. Tough times indeed! 
 
However in subsequent censuses, up to and including 1901, his 
occupation continues to be recorded as signalman but there are no further 
clues as to which company he worked for. On the sheet for 1891 there are 
some extra letters with the ‘Railway Signalman’ entry; these appear to be 
R. Port. It is possible that they indicate that he was a ‘Railway Porter’ but 
this is only conjecture.                                                                       (contd.)  
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                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Considering the reason for his dismissal it is unlikely that the N.L.R. 
would have supplied him with a decent reference and without it I can’t 
imagine that another railway company would employ him as a signalman.  
 
So what did he do after 1871? He died in 1907 so there is a period of 36 
years when it is not certain as to how he was employed. I assume he must 
have been in employment because having married in June 1866 he 
fathered a total of seven children, the last in 1887.  
 
I shall continue to search any railway records that become available to see 
if he did in fact continue as a signalman or if he was taken on as a porter, 
a far less responsible position. 
 
                                                                                               Alan Rowland                  

 
 
 
 

THE BONTEMS PUZZLE � SOLVED 
 
 
 
In our March Journal I told the story of a missing marriage which I found 
in Northern Ireland and posed a further question ‘Where was their son in 
1911’?  I finished by suggesting perhaps he was in Scotland. 
 
This was not entirely a fanciful suggestion as I knew his mother and her 
family were from Glasgow.  Full of hope and anticipation I later 
consulted Scotland’s People for John BONTEMS Age 6 Born in England. 
Alas no matches, in fact not unusually, no BONTEMS matches.  Next I 
tried the ‘SMART’ Grandparents who would have been 62/63 at the time 
of the 1911 Census but again no matches.  Could he be staying or living 
with one of his Aunts or Uncles I wondered.  I remembered there was a 
sister, Evelyn, who had been an informant at his mother’s death and 
whom I suspected was the sister known as Eva on earlier census returns, 
so entered her details. 
 
Yes, there he was with his Aunt in Glasgow (transcribed as John 
BONTERON)!  By good fortune Evelyn was still single.  She married the 
following year to William Kennedy who was lodging with her in 1911. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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There are still gaps to fill of course but I know that John was an Army 
Musician during WWII as I have found passenger lists of his travels to 
India with ENSA. On later trips he was listed as Major Jack BONTEMS. 
One of these lists gave as a contact address the home of his Aunt, my 
Great Aunt, Frances BEARD (nee BONTEMS) in Leicester. This is 
where my mother and I lived throughout the war − so it is quite likely that 
he visited her there and that we met, but unfortunately I have no memory 
of that.  
 
John married in 1948 in London and died in April 1994 shortly before his 
95th birthday. 
 
                                                                                              Barbara Nield. 

 
 
 

A TALK � BENEFITS BEFORE BENEFITS: THE HILLINGDON 
PARISH’S POOR RATE BOOKS AND OTHER POOR LAW 

RECORDS 
 
 
Paul Davidson gave the talk at our meeting on the 21st February which we 
summarise below. 
 
At a time of recession and benefit cuts, it is worth remembering that 
current issues such as residential care, social security, health, 
immigration, law and order, employment, the elderly, young people and 
single parent families are not so new after all. From 1601 to 1834 
Anglican parishes were provided with a legal framework for poor relief, 
and this provided them with another modern conundrum – how far the 
needs of those unable to work outweigh the need to balance the books. 
 
The 1601 Poor Law Act designated Overseers of the Poor for each parish. 
They were elected and served for a year, mainly unpaid, and their chief 
job was to support the poor by collecting a rate from local property 
owners. They recorded their income and disbursements (payments) in 
poor rate books. Hillingdon Local Studies, Archives and Museum Service 
is fortunate in holding the poor and church rate books for Hillingdon 
parish from as far back as 1676 (see below). 
 

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Poor relief was divided into outdoor 
and indoor payments. Indoor was 
related to help within the confines of 
the parish workhouse. Hillingdon 
workhouse, built in 1747, was in 
Royal Lane (the 19th century Union 
workhouse was in Pield Heath).  
 
According to an inventory of 1796, it 
had 28 rooms including a work room 
and hospital ward (in which though 
conditions were not quite what we 
would expect).  
 

The work room, as well as benches 
and spinning wheels, included a 
child’s ‘swing’ and Dutch stove, 
while the garden included fruit trees 
and beds for celery and Savoy 
cabbage, though the inmates 
probably had a more basic diet of 
meat, beer and gruel. 

 
The inventory lists every inmate by name, with the clothes they left at the 
door on admittance. One man, Phillip PEVERILL, deposited 2 frocks and 
2 petticoats! Once inside, male residents would have been given manual 
labour such as gang work at Hillingdon and Colham Green gravel pits. 
 
Outdoor relief was divided into money payments and payments in kind, 
usually clothing, though an element of self help was encouraged. Joane 
THOMPSON was paid 2s 6d in 1677 for a spinning wheel – the price was 
cheaper than a child’s suit of clothes. 
 
The responsibility for health care often fell on ‘experienced’ members of 
the community; older women were often paid by the parish to act as 
midwives or wet nurses. By the 1770s, children were being inoculated 
against smallpox. Fifty years later, a number of payments for trusses and 
false legs are listed. And yet at the same time leeches, brandy and port 
wine still formed a staple of medical care. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Although parishes were pretty much self contained, there was a regular 
migration between them. 34 poor relief payments were made to travellers 
in 1683 alone. These migrants included Irish navvies employed to work 
on the canals, and soldiers returning from the French wars. 
 
Law and order was a concern for the local community, then as now, and 
included some familiar anti-social behaviour. Thomas WHITE, for 
instance, was found ‘in a dangerous state on the road’ in 1843. Hillingdon 
had a ‘cage’ or single room lock up, furnished with straw, which housed 
an entire family, in some ill health, in 1834. 
 
The parish provided a great deal of work for its own residents, from 
builders and gardeners to carriers and wine merchants. Parish officers 
could be very loyal to particular workers, such as Roger LOUGHTON 
who was paid for work on the church bells and for providing plates and 
nails on a regular basis from 1676 to 1681. 
 
The need to balance the books was a constant concern for Hillingdon’s 
overseers. The 1662 Law of Settlement and Removal, and a subsequent 
act of 1685, attempted to impose limitations on the ability of the poor to 
migrate, and to determine which parish was financially responsible for 
any particular migrant. Many poor travellers were summarily evicted 
from Hillingdon. In 1747, for instance, money was raised ‘For a cart to 
carry a Woman away’. 
 
The fathers of illegitimate children were pursued and made to contribute 
to their children’s upkeep. Henry HALL, William CLAYTON, Mr. 
George BATT, John SCOLLEY and Mr TRUMPER were apprehended 
‘on matters of bastardy’ in 1814. 
 
Poor children were often apprenticed, through the support of charitable 
bequests, to local tradesmen, for periods of around 7 years. The trades 
involved include carpentry, plumbing, leatherwork, spinning and baking, 
though Robert BOWYER was sent in 1735 to John KNIGHT, barber and 
periwig maker, where he might also have learnt a bit of surgery on the 
side. 
 
Hillingdon’s rate books were only part of a complex accounting system 
which included daily ledgers and rough handwritten bills. 
  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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One ledger includes a tabulated list of long term relief claimants for 1813. 
Out of 41 recipients, it seems that 10 were widows, 5 widows with 
children, 2 the families of soldiers, 14 unwell, and 2 illegitimate or 
abandoned children. There is no evidence that women claimed more than 
men. 
 
Because of their age, the poor relief records include many words and 
terms that are unfamiliar to the modern reader, such as ‘Goodwife’, 
meaning either the female head of a household or simply a woman not of 
noble birth, or ‘laying in’ for the condition of a woman in the process of 
giving birth. Spelling can also be idiosyncratic, as in the payment in 1681 
‘for a bear at Cowden’s funeral’. 
 
Nevertheless, they are an invaluable asset to the family historian and the 
researcher of everyday life before the mid 19th century. From health, food 
and clothing to travel and employment, they remind us that the lives and 
concerns of ordinary people have essentially changed very little through 
time.  
 
 
 
 

A TALK � FAMILY HISTORY SOURCES ON THE INTERNET  
MARCH 2013 UPDATE 

 
 
In a talk following the A.G.M. on 21st March 2013, John Symons gave an 
update of the research sources available on the internet:   

 
New sources are being added at an increasing rate but the following all 
have images of original documents and are either nationally based or have 
specific interest to London and the South East.  
 
The topics looked at were: 

 1) New Parish Records  
 2) British Newspaper Archive  

  3) Civic Burials and Cremations  
 4) Criminal Records 

 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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1) Parish Registers: 
 

For the Home Counties we now have available: 
 

Essex Ancestors on seax.essexcc.gov.uk/EssexAncestors 
Subscription with images − NOT indexed 
 
As the Essex images are not indexed you will need to have a good idea 
about where a baptism, marriage or burial happened. If you do know this, 
perhaps through an indexed entry on familysearch.org, then you can 
check the Essex site to see if this combination of date and parish has been 
digitised. If it has you can take out a limited subscription, the cheapest 
being £5 for 24 hours use, to browse the registers and download the 
images you require.  
 
Hertfordshire on www.findmypast.co.uk 
Subscription with images − indexed 
 
Whilst far from complete, a useful set of Hertfordshire parish registers 
may now be found on FindMyPast. They are indexed so it is possible to 
search speculatively, but a list of parishes and coverage dates is available 
on the site which is recommended to see if you can reasonably expect to 
find what you are looking for. Any image found may be downloaded and 
saved or printed as required. The data is covered by a standard UK 
subscription. 
 
Kent on www.familysearch.org 
Free with images − NOT indexed  
 
The use of the Latter Day Saints site to access the International 
Genealogical Index (IGI) for indexes to parish registers is well known. 
More recently additional sets of records have been added, such as burials, 
which never appeared on the IGI.  
 
A further development is the addition of parish register images for some 
counties, and given that we are focusing on the Home Counties, one of 
these is Kent. It is important to note that by and large these are not 
indexed so, as with Essex, if you are searching for a specific place, it is 
wise to check the parish coverage and dates first. If the result is positive, 
browse the images for the period of interest. If you find a record you may 
download and save or print as required. 
                                                                                                           (contd.)     
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Complementary to the above is the addition of Kent records from the 
Diocese of Canterbury to the Find My Past (FMP) collection. These are 
indexed, but of course a subscription is required to access them – unless 
you are searching from a location that provides this access free of charge 
(this now includes Hillingdon libraries).  There is some overlap of 
coverage with the LDS, but really both sites need to be consulted 
depending on your area of interest. FMP provide their own list of 
coverage by parish and date. 
 www.findmypast.co.uk  Subscription with images and indexed 
 
 

Existing Records 
 
London including Middlesex records kept at the London Metropolitan 
Archives are now mostly on Ancestry. Additional Westminster records 
kept at Westminster Archives have been added to the FMP site during 
March 2013. 
 
Although further parish records continue to be indexed and digitised, 
there are many that are still not; so check carefully what sources are 
available for any given location. Many still require a visit to the County 
Record Office for viewing. 
 
2) British Newspaper Archive 
 

This was first available through www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk 
although more recently many of the titles have been added to FindMyPast 
where users with a standard UK subscription may access them. Access 
through the original site requires a separate payment. 
 
The range of papers is focussed on the 19th century (originally covered by 
the British Library 19th Century Newspapers site which has now been 
withdrawn). There are more provincial titles than before and an 
increasing number of 20th century publications. At present there are no 
Middlesex papers available but the Bucks Herald is, and this publication 
covers a lot of news from our area, especially Uxbridge which of course 
is very close to the Bucks border. 
 
The original site appears to offer a greater range of titles than FMP but 
that might be because it is updated more frequently. In any event the 
advice is to check both sites if you have an interest in a specific 
publication or place.                                                                          (contd.) 
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Newspaper articles can be saved and printed from both sites. Such 
material adds a degree of context to peoples’ lives which you will not find 
elsewhere and thus can add so much to a family history. Of course then, 
as now, the articles could be sensationalist and quite often people will 
appear as a result of some wrongdoing or as a witness to a crime. The 
good who lived blameless lives are often the ones hardest to find. Even so 
the family notices sections are often worth checking for births, marriages 
and deaths. 
 
The indexing carried out by optical character definition is very prone to 
errors, especially in the early titles, so you may need to try combinations 
of names, places and dates to find the optimum results. It is nevertheless a 
most valuable resource.   
 

 
3) Civic Burials and Cremations on www.deceasedonline.com/ 
 

Finding the final resting place of people who died in the 20th century is 
often difficult. Most are buried or cremated in municipal sites and whilst 
it is possible to contact the authority concerned for a search of their 
records, many will charge a considerable fee for doing so.  
 
 
Incidentally our own London Borough of Hillingdon is an honourable 
exception and the staff (based at Breakspear Crematorium) is always 
helpful and quick to check their records without charging for simple 
searches. 
 
Deceased Online saw an opening here and started to sign up authorities to 
digitise their records and put them online. It has now reached the point 
where, in London at least, a substantial number of authorities now have 
their records available. At the present time the following London 
Boroughs are fully or partially covered: 
 

Bexley                               Havering 
Brent                                 Islington 
Camden                             Merton 

Harrow                              Newham 
 
In addition there are others available from Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent and 
Sussex. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Basic searches are free and you will often be able to find out where a 
person was buried or cremated without charge. If you wish to see a copy 
of the burial or cremation register this is on a pay per view basis; the cost 
is £5 for 50 credits. Depending on what you want to view the number of 
credits will vary. Cemetery plans may also be available for an extra 
charge. The records may be downloaded and saved or printed as required. 
More recent records may have some of the information blanked out for 
privacy reasons. 
 

 
4) Criminal Records on www.findmypast.co.uk 
 
FindmyPast have digitised and indexed a variety of records covering 
crime and punishment held by The National Archives in the following 
categories: 
 
Admiralty: registers of convicts in prison hulks 
(TNA ref: ADM6) (1818 – 1831) 
 
Central Criminal Court: after-trial calendars of prisoners  
(TNA ref: CRIM9) (1855 – 1931) 
 
Home Office: calendar of prisoners  
(TNA ref: HO140) (1868 – 1929) 
 
Home Office: criminal petitions  
(TNA ref: HO17) (1817 – 1858)  
 
Metropolitan Police: Criminal Record Office: habitual criminals' registers 
and miscellaneous papers (TNA ref: MEPO6) (1903 -1914)  
 
Home Office and Prison Commission: prison records  
(TNA ref: PCOM2) (1880 – 1885) 
 
Full details of what you might expect to find are given on the FMP web 
site. This makes possible a speculative search of all the categories at the 
same time for the black sheep of the family. If you find someone in the 
last of these categories you may be rewarded with a photo of them in their 
best prison outfit. One for the family album perhaps? 
 
                                                                                                 John Symons 
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A TALK � THE WAY THE MANOR OPERATED & WHAT 
INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND IN THE RECORDS 

 
 
Ian Waller gave us a very interesting and informative talk on 18th April. 
 
Records from the manorial system can give a range of information about 
our ancestors. Ian warned that these handwritten records require great 
patience and considerable palaeography skills to read. Many are in Latin, 
some have an Anglo Norman influence and some common terms have 
French origins; but these records are useful for house history and are ideal 
for tracing people. Ian mentioned that many manorial jargon terms can be 
found on the internet and these help in researching the records.  
 
Ian then gave an outline of the manor system that existed throughout 
England and Wales. At its head the monarch owned all the land and was 
the top ‘Land Lord’. Below the monarch some estates or large manors 
were ‘let’ to the gentry (Barons and Earls) in return for Knight Service 
(military service). They then let out smaller manors to major tenants 
(Service Tenants) as freeholders who were not subject to feudal law. 
Their tenancy agreements included ‘Knight Service’ and possibly Socage 
(agricultural service). 
 
Further down the social order were Custom Tenants who all belonged to 
the manor; serfs, cotters or villeins. Their holdings depended on 
providing services to the lord as laid down in their copy of the agreement 
− hence copyhold. Manor fields were divided into strips, but some had 
some small enclosed fields each held by a Pytel. It is difficult to tell if an 
ancestor held a particular field unless it is recorded in the manorial roll. 
The manorial system was rooted in the Anglo Saxon period from which 
no records exist, but the system is mentioned in the Domesday records. 
Most of the surviving manorial records start around 1280 and they 
include all people of all social classes within the manor.  
 
Because there were 19,000 manors and 11,000 parishes in England and 
Wales their boundaries overlapped; a large manor might contain more 
than one parish while some parishes might overlap manor boundaries. 
London manors were originally rural estates and included Hillingdon 
(Swakeleys and Ickenham), Uxbridge and Stepney. In rural areas the 
system continued until around 1880 but in urban areas the system ceased 
when they moved away from agriculture.                                         (contd.) 
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When searching you may find there is no obvious link between the area 
and the manor names sought so look at both parish and town names. 
Maps may indicate a manor house but take care it might have been 
renamed. Manorial records are not allowed to leave the UK and they are 
not public documents so they may be in a variety of places including 
solicitors’ offices.  
 
The manor system ended when the 1925 Law of Property Act abolished 
copyhold tenure and introduced enfranchisement (the grant of freehold 
interest cancelling customary tenant right) a freehold for which the tenant 
paid a lump sum based on the value of the property. This led to the 
freehold and leasehold systems familiar today, although the Crown 
retains rights to minerals and treasure trove. Interestingly copyhold has 
returned today where the freehold of blocks of flats has been bought and 
is administered by all the tenants. 
 
Manor lands comprised a ‘Demesne’ for sole use by the Lord; 3 large 
fields which, prior to enclosure 1740-1840, were divided into strips and 
used on a crop rotation basis; woodland where everyone had rights for 
hedging and fencing; common pasture where most tenants had some 
rights; specified enclosed pastures (held by certain tenants only); 
wasteland common grazing for pigs etc.  
 
The Lord left administration of the manor to manor courts. Rectory 
manors were administered in the similar way but by an ecclesiastical 
court. After the dissolution of the monasteries rectory manors were 
granted to individuals or institutions. Those in the ecclesiastical system 
were the forerunners of the current ‘Peculiars’. 
 
There were two manor courts; the ‘Court Baron’ administered the manor, 
and the ‘Court Leet’ administered Frankpledge, election of officers and 
dealing with minor criminal offences. Under Frankpledge tenants were 
held collectively responsible for the actions of others within a ‘tithing’ (a 
group of ten households) who elected a headman to give an account of 
their behaviour at the Court Leet.  
 
The courts were managed by officials; the Steward, presided at court and 
was the administrative head; the Bailiff ensured the manor functioned 
correctly; the Reeve, acted on behalf of the tenants; the Barleyman 
enforced the orders of the Court Baron; the Hayward rounded up stray 
animals and was responsible for boundary upkeep.                          (contd.) 
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The Beadle was responsible for civil peace; the Constable was 
responsible for law and order; the Woodward was a forester who 
managed the woodland and the Ale Taster collected the licence fee for 
home brewed ale or beer and tasted it to check that it was not bad. All 
villagers had to obey the commands of the officials.  
 
Sheep were not allowed to eat the stubble until other animals had 
pastured the fields and at Christmas each serf was obliged to bring 2 hens 
to the Court House and at Easter 6 eggs. Serfs needed permission from 
the Lord of the manor to marry.  
 
Manor records may include a Survey − a written description of the manor 
covering the boundaries, topographical features, land use, houses, tenants 
together with rents and services. Also included were the obligations 
tenants owed to the Lord and the rights/obligations of the Lord to the 
tenants. Sometimes there is some sort of map, of variable accuracy, but 
the quality of the information improved from the 1800s onwards when 
surveyors were employed.  
 
The court rolls were taken during court proceedings on stitched together 
parchments. Early records are rolls, not necessarily in chronological 
order; later records are in book form. 
 
Each tenant had to attend court; non attendees were fined unless they had 
obtained an essoin (an excuse for non-attendance at manor court). Verdict 
Sheets are rough informal copies of minor crime proceedings some parts 
in Latin, but essentially the presentments and orders are in English. They 
use Roman numerals and marks and/or groats for currency entries. 
 
 
The National Archives holds a Manorial Documents Register which lists 
manors alphabetically. The register will tell you what records survive and 
where they are however, the dates are not always consecutive and there 
may be gaps in the period shown.  
 
                                                                                                Jenny Mundy 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 
In this the second journal of the year we 
are asking once again, as we did last year, 
for your help in bringing to the society 
new members. At the time of writing our 
membership stands at 208 and because the 
largest part of the society’s income is 
members’ subscriptions we must try our 
hardest to increase this number.  

 
All societies are experiencing similar problems of declining numbers, 
possibly caused by use of the internet, but whereas large societies can 
cope small societies such as ours struggle to keep going. 
 
It’s up to all of us to try and bring in new members! 
                                                                                                 Pat Reynolds  
 
WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
M91 Linda Manning 
Email: linda7a@tiscali.co.uk 

7a The Close, Eastcote, Pinner, 
Middlesex. HA5 1PH 

P75 Mr. Graham Pook 
Email: grahampook@mac.com 

10 Wyteleaf Close, Ruislip, 
Middlesex. HA4 7SP 

P76 Mrs. Anne Pook 
Email: grahampook@mac.com 

10 Wyteleaf Close, Ruislip, 
Middlesex. HA4 7SP 

R52 Mrs. Jenny Reid 
Email: jennyreid36@btinternet.com 

34 Ickenham Road, Ruislip,  
Middlesex HA4 7BX 

    
RESIGNATIONS FROM THE SOCIETY 
 
A18 Mr. Thomas Adcock 
 

Ridges, Stanley, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire. SN15 3RF 

G46 Daphne Gould 9 Woodfield Avenue, N. Wembley, 
Middlesex HA0 3NP 

 

 
CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS 
S35 Mrs. Colyn Storer. Email: colynstorer@gmail.com 
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HEDGERLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
 
Unless otherwise stated all meetings take place at 8pm in Hedgerley 
Memorial Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire, SL2 3UZ.  
 
 Secretary:  
John Lovelock, 13 Coppice Way, Hedgerley  
Buckinghamshire. SL2 3YL  
Tel: 01753 647187   E Mail: jdlovelock@btinternet.com 
 
 
2013 PROGRAMME 

3rd JUL. Royal Windsor Guided Walk. 
Meet 7.30pm TIC Windsor Central Station 
SL4 1PJ  

Laura Comley-
Smith 

18th SEP. Victoria County History Dr Simon 
Townley 

28th SEP. The Maharajahs Well. 2.30pm Angela Spencer-
Harper 

16th OCT. Thames Bridges Guy Gorton 
26th OCT. Autumn Lunch & Grandma Flew Spitfires  

12 noon Tickets £15. Booking required 
Richard Poad 

20th NOV. Shakespeare – the Plays in Art Alan O’Cain 
4th DEC. Marlow Town Alan O’Cain 
 
 
 

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
 
 

Regular meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each month 
at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow and start at 7.45 pm. 
Meetings include talks on aspects of family or local history. 
 
In addition, many of the Society's resources and indexes are normally 
available for consultation from about 7.15 pm.  
 
Please note that parking in the adjacent car park on Montague Road is 
free after 6.30 pm.                                                                           (contd.) 
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2013 PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS. 
 
18th Jul. Members' Evening  
15th Aug. What Happened to Lucy? Ian Waller 
19th Sep. And the Wheels Went Round: 

Stories of cycling home and away, 
romance and races in the 1930s 
and 1940s 

The Reminiscence 
Roadshow 

17th Oct. The London Labyrinth. Libraries, 
archives and record offices 

Kathy Chater 

21st Nov. Poverty and Madness from 
Stepney to Colney Hatch 

Louise Taylor 

19th Dec. Christmas Social and Researching 
Publican and Brewery Ancestors 

Sylvia and Simon 
Fowler 

 
HELP LINE � BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 

 
 
In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 

CAN ANYONE HELP, PLEASE? 
 
Has anyone an interest in, or knowledge of, either the Baldwin or Earl(e)y 
families of C17th Ruislip? William Baldwin was a carpenter in Brentford 
in 1680-90 who asked to be buried in Ruislip where his sister and her 
family lived. William Baldwin was one of the earliest builders in 
Brentford Butts which is the reason for my interest. I am trying to identify 
precisely which houses and cottages he built. 
 
Please contact the society if you have any information, thank you. 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others.  
                                                                                                            
Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 
nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 
‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 
process of being updated and revised).  
 
In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 
offices. 
 
We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
 
The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
 
Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 
requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 
investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 
answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
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CHRIST'S HOSPITAL AND ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 
ARCHIVES  

 
 
The records of Christ’s Hospital and St Paul’s Cathedral have been 
transferred from storage at Guildhall Library to London Metropolitan 
Archives (LMA) in Clerkenwell.  
 
For further information please contact LMA. 
 
 

WORTH A LOOK? 
 
Origins.net has recently added data to their collections which might be of 
great interest to members. Over 169,100 burial indexes from 1560-1909 
and 140,000 baptism indexes from 1538-1882, covering Middlesex and 
London, visit  www.britishorigins.com to view.  
 

BURIALS: The index contains surname and forename; age where given 
in the register, year of burial, parish and additional info, which may 
include addresses, parents’ names and other personal details.  
 

BAPTISM: The index has over 140,000 baptisms in Middlesex and 
London which are not included on Familysearch.org as part of their 
former International Genealogical Index. In addition to the father’s name 
and date of baptism a large amount of other information is included 
where it appears in the original parish register. This can include mother’s 
forename and surname, parish, actual address and date of birth. 
 

In addition Origins.net also carries the following: National Wills Index 
(http://www.nationalwillsindex.com/); Irish Directories; Dorset, Surrrey 
Marriage Records, York Marriage Licences and Webb’s London 
Marriages; London Apprenticeship Records; Poor Law Records; 
Passenger lists:  Census records, England and Wales (1841, 1861 & 
1871) Dublin City (1851 & 1891 (Rotunda ward), Elphin (Co. 
Roscommon) 1749; Court records; Inheritance and Property disputes; 
Militia records index, UK & Ireland; Griffith’s Valuation of Ireland;  
Irish Memorial Inscriptions (from Clare, Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, 
Mayo, Sligo, Wexford & Wicklow); Electoral Registers for Ireland; 
Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries. 
For more information and to discuss pricing, please contact Email: 
jane@origins.net Tel: +44 (0) 20 3137 6616 
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MARCH 2013 A.G.M. CHAIRMAN’S 2012 REPORT 
 
Good evening. I am pleased to report that it has once again been a very 
successful year for the Society. We have enjoyed some really excellent 
speakers on a wide range of topics and I should like to thank Judith for 
organising these events.  
 

The joint meeting with U3A in January - on a Tuesday afternoon - proved 
a resounding success with the members who attended.  It was a 
controversial decision, as some of our members cannot make afternoon 
meetings; however, this was possibly outweighed by the fact that an 
afternoon meeting was preferable to one on a cold dark night. Given the 
success of this joint meeting we plan to have more in the 2014 
programme. 
 

I should like to thank John, Alan, Tom and all those involved in the 
production of the Journal or who have contributed to it. Last year the 
100th edition was circulated to all our members! 
 

The bookstall has once again attended a number of local family history 
fairs and I should like to thank Gill, Pat and Joy for making this happen.  
Bodice ripping novels seem to be as attractive as weighty tomes on 
Family History these days! 
 

Valerie has worked hard in the library and I should like to thank her for 
her work. The library and the research room are two superb resources that 
your Society has for family history research and I encourage you to use 
them and provide feedback to the Committee on anything that we can do 
to improve the service that these resources provide. 
 

Charles, our Treasurer, has looked after our finances and I would like to 
thank him for his work. He will report shortly on the Society's financial 
situation, which remains challenging given increased costs and a slowly 
sagging membership.  I can assure you that the Committee is taking 
action to manage this situation over the medium and long term. 
 

Thanks to Doug for his work on our website - another valuable Society 
resource that I suspect we don't look at frequently enough. 
 

In conclusion, it has been a good year and I hope I have thanked everyone 
who made it so. If I haven't then my apologies - please accept this blanket 
"thank you" as covering you. I am confident that we will have another 
successful year as a Family History Society and I look forward to seeing 
you at our meetings. Thank you.                           Ian Harvey − Chairman 
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TREASURER’S A.G.M. REPORT YEAR ENDING 31/12/2012 
 
 
The accounts for the year 2012 were presented to the meeting by the 
Treasurer, Charles Hampshire. Here is what he said:  
 
The Society’s Expenditure exceeded Income, before depreciation of 
computer equipment, by £927.80, despite generous donations amounting 
to around 10% of our Income for the year. I would like to thank; all the 
donors for their valued contributions; Pat for the advance purchase of 
stamps to beat a large price increase and the dedication of Pat, Joy, Gill 
and other Committee Members for income generating activity such as 
fairs, bookstall, raffle and research room. 
 
Rent and the Journal continue to be the Society’s biggest costs, at 74% of 
our expenditure. 
 
Your Committee has been reviewing Expenditure and hopes to maintain 
current levels of service and value for money as much as possible. The 
Society intends to have some revenue raising trips and trim non essential 
expenditure. I would urge every member to try and recruit a new member 
as increased membership will greatly help our viability. 
 
The Balance Sheet shows that we have a cash balance at the year end of 
£2,229 and a few assets. Most computer equipment is now fully 
depreciated reflecting its age and resale value and is kept working by the 
IT sub committee, especially Doug and John, whom we must also thank. 
 
The bookstall accounts show that revenues from the bookstall have been 
declining but still produced a small surplus of £107. 
 
The Treasurer then opened the meeting for questions and a very useful 
dialogue occurred and some good ideas from Members emerged which 
the Committee will consider. Thanks to all who participated as it made 
the AGM far more interactive and beneficial. 
 
 
                                                          Charles Hampshire BA, MBA, CPFA 
                                                                                    Honorary Treasurer. 
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Ruislip Through Time                                    ISBN-13: 978-1848684775 
by Eileen M. Bowlt                                          Amberley Publishing £9.99 
 
 

In the last issue I wrote a review of Philip Sherwood’s new book about 
the Heathrow area. This time we move to the north of the borough to look 

at a new publication by 
Eileen Bowlt who, 
incidentally has also 
been a guest speaker at 
the Society and is well 
known as an authority 
on local history. 
 
The changes to Ruislip 
over the last century 
whilst perhaps not as 
dramatic as further 
south have been in 
many ways just as 
profound. The opening 
of the Metropolitan 
Railway in the early 
years of the 20th 
century was the 
catalyst of the change 
from an agriculturally 
based parish to a 
London suburb, albeit 
hopefully marketed as 
a garden suburb.  

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Many traces of the old settlements do remain however and these are 
illustrated by copious photographs often showing the the same location as 
it changed from agriculture to suburbia. 
 
Naturally for those like myself, with ancestors who were bakers in 
Ruislip village, the old photographs have added interest. This publication 
however will undoubtedly appeal to all those with an interest in the local 
and social history of the area and as such it is highly recommended. 
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                 John Symons 
 
 
 
 

QUAKER ANCESTRY — A NEW RESOURCE 
 

 
Members might be interested to know that the Quaker Family History 
Society has recently published a book entitled ‘People and Places noted 
in the Large and Small Notebooks 1773-1821 of Joseph Wood (1750-
1821) A Yorkshire Quaker’.  
 
It is a compilation of the 4,157 names of people he met and the 2,760 
places that he visited during the forty-eight years of his country-wide 
travelling ministry. In addition to the names of the people he frequently 
included family members, place of residence and employment. This 
compilation is in conjunction with the five volumes of the printed 
Transcription of Wood's writings.  
 
A word searchable CD of the Transcription is supplied with the book all 
for the price of £10.00 plus p.&p. 
 
This price has been made possible by financial support from the Quaker 
Family Society and they should be contacted for any further details. 
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 
 

Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 
monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 
authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 
have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 
of interest. Visitors are always welcome at the monthly meetings 
(entrance £1.00). Doors open 7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 
Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 
Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 
1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 
growing collection of source material including census records, parish 
records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 
print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 
of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 
meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 
good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 
Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 
sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 
and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 
our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 
large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain and 
overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids and 
background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 
meeting dates all of which take place at:  

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

 

The annual membership is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 
same address), £12 (Europe, individual), £14 (Rest of the World 
individual). N.B. For overseas members if the journal is emailed in pdf 
format then the Europe and Rest of the World rates are reduced to £10.     
 

For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 
20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 
postage and packing (see below). 
 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 
St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 
Ickenham Inhabitants 1841 and 1851 census transcription indexed 5.50 
THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 
St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 
 
Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 90p 
 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 
 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 
of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor and is open one 
morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 
at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 
or open the Research Room during August. 
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Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

      

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 
 

LONDON BOROUGH OF 
         HILLINGDON 

The original records and registers 
for these parishes are now kept at: 
London Metropolitan Archives, 
40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 
London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  
and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 
Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 
the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 
Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


