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To coincide with the 10 year anniversary 
of the Lennox National Surfing Reserve in February 2018, 

a ‘Surfing Lennox’ crew are compiling a book 
documenting the history of surfing around the Lennox region.

 
 The Lennox Head Heritage Committee calls for donations of photos 

like the above, reflecting surfing Lennox from 1958 to the present.
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The team worked flat out in an effort to produce this edition after my 
husband was admitted to hospital again and we all had various computer 
problems. The team prevailed, Andrew has improved and the computers 
all decided to behave themselves.
Many thanks to Dawn Lotty who at short notice wrote Diary of a War 
for this issue.
Andrew and I had to miss the Christmas in July lunch but rumour has it 
that it was a most successful afternoon as the photos in the centre pages 
demonstrate.
Congratulations are in order to several of our members on their recent 
triumphs. Jacqui Brock has achieved a Diploma of Family History from 
the University of Tasmania, no mean feat when working as well as 
studying online for two years. Jacqui has promised some stories for the 
Cedar Log so keep an eye out on future editions.
Joan Fraser won a writing competition at Crowley Care Services for her 
fictional story ‘The Intruder’. Crowley had sponsored the competition to 
publicise the opening of their new library. You can read another of Joan’s 
stories in this issue.
Meryl Broadley entered the Seniors Card short story competition and has 
had her contribution ‘Seachange’ accepted as one of the top 100 stories 
to be used in a book to be released next year. Meryl and John’s seachange 
was about moving to Alstonville with their dog, Gizmo. 
Congratulations also to Anna Wutte who has celebrated her 80th 
birthday. Another great achievement! Well done to each of you. Aren’t 
we a talented society?
Our Annual General Meeting was held in August and once again we have 
a full committee with a team of dedicated members eager to keep the 
society functioning well into next year. Many thanks to the new members 
who volunteer for positions or MHL duty or the afternoon tea roster. Our 
volunteers make this society work and contribute to our successes. We 
couldn’t operate without you.
I hope you enjoy this issue with the varied stories and President Robyn’s 
report on the past year’s doings. 

Editorial
Editor’s Message by Carol Donaghey
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President’s Report to AGM 5 August 2017
by Robyn Hilan

Reports to AGM

The Annual General Meeting provides an opportunity for us to review 
the activities of the Society during the past year by highlighting positive 
endeavours and noting changes which may affect the future.

Monthly Meetings and Speakers
Securing presenters for our regular meetings sometimes proves difficult. 
Leonie Oliver, Don Howell and Frank Harvey have joined me in filling 
the main speaking roles, whilst a number of members have participated 
with cameos from their research. We had two speakers with wartime 
subjects: Jan Mulcahy related stories from her childhood during the 
(second) world war. Gordon King cleverly introduced us to World War I 
poet Tom Skeyhill – first of all playing on our sympathy before revealing 
some very questionable aspects of the story.   

We did not schedule a seminar during the time under review but were 
able to have expert speakers on two occasions for ‘mini seminars’. We are 
grateful to our friend Helen Smith (March meeting) for her contributions 
on researching in Queensland which has been an area we have not 
covered well in recent years. Eric Kopittke’s talk in July concerning the 
influence of German settlers at Moreton Bay was very well received as 
was his second presentation concerning Church Records in Australia. 
Both visitors reduced their costs to a minimum which was very generous 
of them.  

Apart from the quality of the material one thing seems to stand out – all 
of the talks were interesting and entertaining, well presented and well 
received even if the subject matter was not of specific relevance to the 
research of the individuals attending.  

Attendance at the meetings, including our two ‘Christmas’ events, 
remains steady with an average of 36.

Membership 
Numerically the Society has lost 10 memberships during the year under 
review.  We have 108 Single memberships, 22 Couples, and 7 Honorary 
Fellows. I would like to highlight a couple of matters. People joining us 
over the most recent years have been given a 900 number. There is a trend 
where many new members only stay with us for one or two years, then 
branch out on their own. This is reflected in our current statistics – we 
had 10 new memberships but lost 14 of our members in that 900 range. 
Most of our other resigning members are in the situation where age or 
health issues have impacted on their decision.  I am particularly sorry 
to see some of our very faithful contributing members have not been 
able to retain their membership. Jim Riley (223), Rose Leeson (260) and 
Colleen Moulder (431).  

Technology
Just as technology impacts on our personal lives so too much of what 
is happening in our Society is related to rapid changes brought about 
by evolving technology.  With limited financial resources and expertise 
we will never be in the lead, but we are doing what we can to improve 
research potential in the Marie Hart Library and to bring fresh approaches 
to our meetings.  
Some highs and lows!
• During the year Frank Harvey has added to the Digital Photo files 

which can be viewed in the library.  
• Jackie Chalmers, Gwen Clark and Don Howell have copied all the 

editions of the Cedar Log onto PDF files and these will soon be 
available also at the MHL. 

• Carol Brown has worked with Gene Schmitt (son of Paul and Margaret) 
to update our Website at a reduced cost which was appreciated.

• We purchased a new laptop for administrative purposes.
• Due to a significant change from printed versions to electronic 

journals on interchange with other Societies it was necessary to 
appoint Don Howell as Co-ordinator. Keeping up with the frequent 
changes is in itself challenging, but Don, Carol Brown and Jackie 
Chalmers needed to find an alternative to ‘taking a bundle of journals 
home to read’. A rapidly increasing number of our exchange journals 
now arrive electronically and Don sees to it that each month they are 
uploaded to a secure Dropbox which can be accessed by Members at 
our library or via their home computer.
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• We have secured Findmypast well into the future and I am pleased 
to announce that the Committee is currently arranging for a library 
subscription of TheGenealogist and this will soon be available in our 
library.

• During July we have purchased a new Data Projector to better 
enable us to cope with advances in technology as they impact on our 
presentations at meetings.

• In November we anticipate having our first Podcast in lieu of a guest 
speaker.

• The Purchasing Committee has noted that most new resources are 
supplied on USB sticks rather than in print or on CD. This negates 
any capacity to ‘borrow’ from the library.

• Not so long ago we culled many of the microfiche from our resources 
as the data was readily available on alternate media. Currently we are 
reviewing our CD holdings as many of the disks cannot operate on 
later versions of computer software.  

External Events
During the year a small number of our members took the opportunity 
to attend the Queensland State Conference at the Gold Coast and others 
ventured to Nambour for a seminar on Irish Research. A few members 
have booked for the Australian Congress to be held in Sydney next 
March. Apart from the personal benefit gained, these events expose us to 
potential speakers and topics for future meetings here.
Appreciation
In conclusion I would like to thank our volunteers for the work they do in 
assisting the Society with their service as the Editorial Team, as Curators 
and Duty Officers at the Marie Hart Library and in various capacities at our 
meetings. Your endeavours are not taken for granted, and are appreciated by 
everyone. I cannot praise our Committee members enough for the tireless 
effort they put in on your behalf. In February we appointed Jane Griffin to 
fill a vacancy on Committee where she joined others who have continued 
to serve long-term and often whilst experiencing personal difficulties. 
Everyone has made a valuable contribution but I would like to mention 
Don Howell in particular and thank him for stepping in on numerous 
occasions with practical assistance when some tasks were problematical.
I am pleased to report on another satisfactory year for the Society and 
trust that as the Committee plans the year ahead we will continue to 
advance our research and enjoy the benefits of belonging to this Society 
with its positive, supportive environment.

Treasurer’s Report to AGM 5 August 2017
Bonnie Bennett

Income for the year was $6,490.38 and expenses $9,306.85 which resulted in 
a deficit of $2,816.47.
The result last year was a surplus of $1,638.14 and when the two years are 
considered together in effect there is a downturn of $4,449.61 which at first 
appears alarming. However the issue is somewhat clouded by the fact that at 
the end of last year we received a donation of $1,500.00 from the Masonic 
Lodge but this was not spent until the present year. For the purpose of this 
report we should therefore concentrate on the present deficit in isolation.
I need to draw your attention to the income and expenditure. Income of 
$6,490.38 is $4,571.42 less than last year whilst expenditure at $9,306.85 is 
lower than last year by $120.85. There are significant inter-related issues which 
need highlighting:
1. Masonic Lodge donation not recurring this year ($1,500) but expenditure 

includes the purchase of a computer funded from that donation ($1,242). 
(Income down, expenditure up).

2. There was no seminar during this financial year, so income and expenditure 
was less this year for that item and there was a potential loss of surplus.

3. Due to a change of agreement with Findmypast there was no income from 
Bright Solid ($500) but no expense of a similar amount against the library. 
This is reflected in the account comparison but has no bearing on the 
current annual result.

These issues are major contributing factors in understanding the results. Other 
items of income and expenditure are stable, with the exception of Membership 
subscriptions which fell by $400.
As already indicated the donation from the Masonic Lodge and its expenditure 
overlaps two financial years and distorts the figures in a two year comparison. 
Therefore in noting the total resources available (that is, working account 
and investment account) a three year review is more pertinent. At the end 
of 2015 we had $11,217.17: 2016 there was $13,023.28: this year there is 
$10,362.31. Thus since 2015 the funds have been depleted by only $854.86 
which is a very good result when all things are considered.
I wish to thank Robyn Hilan for all her help throughout the year and for doing 
the audit. A big thanks to all the kitchen volunteers and Terry and Liz Marshall 
for selling the raffle tickets. The money raised by these activities is very helpful 
to the Society’s funds.
Note: Additional copies of the Income and Expenditure Report will be 
available at the Marie Hart Library 
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The strongest thread running through my early years was the knowledge 
that my father, James, was English. 

Strangely it was my mother, Janet, who seemed to be proudest of this 
fact. She pored over English magazines collecting every photograph of 
the little princesses Elizabeth and Margaret Rose, and the dear old King 
who was failing.

She wrote ‘home’ to father’s relatives; cooked English puddings and 
cakes and sent Christmas cards showing European trees festooned with 
snow or smug snowmen standing in town squares.

Dad rarely mentioned Manchester from where he departed in 1927 under 
the Dreadnought Scheme. If questioned he would bluntly say ‘There’s 
nothing there for me now’ or ‘I will never go back’. I remember the day 
the news came of the death of his mother. It was the first time I had seen 
him cry. 

Dad was not one for ‘gadding about all over the countryside’ as he put 
it, but on formal occasions he was meticulous about his appearance. 
He only ever owned (until my marriage) one suit – a left over from 
the 1930s. When the occasion demanded he would don this suit with 
the single buttoned jacket over a white shirt, add a red satin tie, and to 
my embarrassment, top it off with a white silk hand knitted scarf with 
fringed ends. Nobody I knew dressed like that! He would chauffeur me 
in his prized possession, the 1947 Holden, to the local village hall where 
he danced with stiff precision and much enjoyment until the wee small 
hours.

Some years later when surveying himself in the mirror he decided his suit 
coat was an ‘old-fashioned bum-freezer’. He then drove to Kyogle shops 
and returned with a dove-grey safari suit, his pride and joy, the wide 
pockets of which allowed his big, capable hands to enfold his cigarette 
case with ease.

It sits before me, this luxury item from a different era. The size is no 
longer practical, cigarettes being much longer these days.

Remembering Dad
by Joan Fraser

An object of beauty, curved to rest 
comfortably against the body, made 
of richly ornamented silver and 
doubtless quite valuable, it is precious 
to me because it was my father’s. 
Given to him by his father, Robert, 
when he left Manchester in 1927, a 
lad of almost seventeen years, it bears 
as part of the design his interlocked 
initials, JEB.
It’s all gone now – the black suit, 
the safari suit, the 1940s Holden 
and the complicated man who was 
my father. But the cigarette case 
reminds me of the qualities they had 
in common: solidity of character and 
the importance of a touch of elegance 
in an otherwise ordinary existence.
James Edward Bagshaw – born 22 September 1910 at Salford, Manchester, 
England, to Robert Hiram Bagshaw and wife Elizabeth (nee Stott). 
Aged 17 he arrived in Australia under the Dreadnought Boys Scheme. 
He was trained in farm duties at Wollongbar Agricultural Centre then 
employed in Woodenbong NSW. He married Janet McLintock, raising 
three children whilst working seven days a week at three jobs: in a timber 
mill, sleeper cutting for the railways, and an apiary where he eventually 
owned 300 hives. When I was twelve he purchased the farm ‘A
voca’ from the McLintocks and remained there until he suffered leukaemia 
and sadly passed away on 30 October 1978, having refused protracted 
treatment because he feared ‘being a burden to his family’.

Impossible Wish!
I want ancestors who could read and write, had their children baptised in 
recognised houses of worship, went to school, purchased land, left detailed 
wills (naming a huge extended family as legatees), had their photographs 
taken once a year – subsequently putting said pictures in elaborate glass 
frames annotated with calligraphic inscriptions, and carved valuable and 
informative inscriptions on their headstones.

Note: unknown writer – taken from Cedar Log September 2008

Joan holds her father’s cigarette case with 
initials JEB - James Edward Bagshaw 
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Beersheba
by Dawn Lotty

Beersheba is often called the Last Great Cavalry Charge. That is incorrect. 
The Germans and the Cossacks both had cavalry charges in World War 11. 
But more importantly, the Light Horse were Mounted Infantry, not Cavalry. 
They did not have sabres or lances, only 18 inch long bayonets and rifles 
slung over their backs. Far from being the Last Great Cavalry Charge it is 
the ONLY Great Mounted Infantry Charge in history.

At sunset on 31 October 1917 the 4th Australian Light Horse Brigade 
under Australian Brigadier-General William Grant was ordered to gallop 
under fire and seize the town of Beersheba. The Brigade was comprised of 
the 4th (Victorian) and 12th (New South Wales) Light Horse Regiments. 

History’s last great mounted infantry charge was hastily organised in an 
atmosphere of urgency. Dwindling supplies of water demanded that the 
water wells at Beersheba be taken at once. Any delay, while the large 
British force gradually assembled nearby, would only lead to demolition 
of the wells by the Turkish defenders. Without water, the whole Sinai-
Palestine campaign would be halted perhaps for months, and the Gaza-
Beersheba line would remain unbroken. 

Beersheba - What the Horses carried - Col. Austin Edwards and Taffy

The 4th Light Horse Brigade had spent a quiet day until then. Widely 
scattered as a precaution against any surprise aircraft attack, the men and 
horses rested in small clusters.  It took an hour-and-a-half to assemble 
the Brigade behind a ridge overlooking Beersheba. The Victorians were 
on the left, the New South Welshmen on the right. 
The two regiments moved off at the trot, gradually fanning out until there 
were five yards between each horseman. Without swords the light horsemen 
drew their long bayonets to flash in the setting sun as blades. The last thing 
anyone in the Turkish trenches expected was a mounted charge.
Four miles ahead and cleverly concealed even from aircraft 
reconnaissance the trenches were surrounded on nearby hills by machine 
gun and artillery positions. One such battery opened fire with shrapnel 
ammunition as soon as the Brigade was spotted. After charging over two 
miles, the leading horsemen were met with Turkish machine gun fire.
The British Essex Battery at once replied and after only a few shells put 
the enemy machine guns out of action. Trooper Eric Elliot, a range finder 
for the artillery, recalled

It was the bravest, most awe inspiring sight I’ve ever 
witnessed, and they were yelling, swearing and shouting. 
There were more than 500 Aussie horsemen. As they 
thundered past my hair stood on end.

The horsemen increased their pace to a gallop. As the Turkish trenches 
neared, rapid rifle fire began to take its toll, horses and men in the first 
line began to fall. Strangely, for reasons unknown to this day, as they got 
closer to the trenches fewer casualties occurred. Soon the Turks were 
firing harmlessly over the heads of the approaching charge.

The Battle of Beersheba
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About half-a-mile from the town, the Brigade began to overrun Turkish 
troops and guns. The Light Horsemen dismounted intending to capture 
the trenches by rifle and bayonet but a terrible disorder soon reigned 
and some Light Horsemen were reduced to using their rifles as clubs. 
A number of Turks surrendered, while other scattered units exchanged 
fire, bitterly refusing to give up until large numbers had been shot or 
bayoneted.

Altogether 738 prisoners were taken.
In an impossible turn of bad luck that evening a German aircraft flew 
over the 4th Light Horse Field Ambulance Unit scoring a direct bomb 
hit which killed four stretcher bearers. This was despite the unit being 
clearly identified by Red Cross Flags.
Next day a moving ceremony took place in the morning just outside 
Beersheba for all the dead Australians. A firing party honoured the fallen 
and a trumpeter played the Last Post.
The Battle of Beersheba remains an outstanding, swift and decisive 
victory worthy of a prominent place in Australian history. 

References from the Australian War Memorial

Clergy of the Church of England Database

If anyone has Anglican ministers in their ancestry this website 
could be well worth a visit theclergydatabase.org.uk 
The Clergy of the Church of England Database covers the years 
1540–1835. You are able to search records from over 50 archives 
in England and Wales from the Reformation to the mid-nineteenth 
century.
This database could be an invaluable tool for genealogists who 
may wish to discover more detailed information about individual 
clergymen.
If you do have an Anglican minister as one of your ancestors here 
is a way to learn more about them and add to their story.

Note: Don Howell referred this website to the Editor

Firstly I must say that my Auntie Ivy was a lady. Petite and dainty, she 
was always well-dressed, refined and well-mannered. Although she was 
not a blood relative Auntie Ivy was my grandmother role model, filling 
the gap in my life from never knowing either of my actual grandmothers.

Auntie Ivy never spoke of her family except to tell me that she was 18 
when her mother, Maud, died. She had an old Singer treadle sewing 
machine that had been her mother’s and she treasured it. I loved visiting 
as a child because she let me sort out all the buttons in the long wooden 
drawers of the sewing table.

I have always been a bit of a sticky beak so when I visited Auntie Ivy with 
my Mum or Pop I quietly sat somewhere keeping an ear open for any bits 
of interesting talk. That’s how I learned there was someone called Sid in 
her family. But nobody talked about him unless we were at Auntie Ivy’s 
so I grew up not knowing who he was.

My special Auntie died in 1973 at the age of 81. She had only one grandchild, 
Robert, who knows nothing about his family, so any research was always 
going to fall to me. Robert may not want to know what I discovered!

A few years ago I started recording the members of this family and 
thought how sparse it was. When I’m researching I like to check the 
Sydney Morning Herald notices, Police Gazettes and Google in general 
because you never know what you might pick up. 

I picked up quite a lot in my research:

Ivy’s parents were Arthur St Vincent and Maud Fox from Orange who 
married in Sydney in August 1886. Their marriage certificate states 
that Arthur was 40 years old, a widower, occupation: comedian, from 
Yorkshire, England. Maud was 21.

Sidney, their first child was born in May 1884 (2 years earlier). He was 
followed by Lillian in 1886 and Ivy in November 1891.

Swept Under the Rug

by Carol Donaghey

theclergydatabase.org.uk
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ARTHUR
In early1891 and pregnant with Ivy, Maud approached the Police to find 
Arthur who had left her and their two children and travelled to Bateman’s 
Bay where he was in the business of selling patent medicines. 
The NSW Police Gazette reports on 29 April 1891:

A warrant has been issued by the Water Police for the arrest 
of Arthur St Vincent, also known as Dr St Vincent, charged 
with wife desertion. He is about 49 years of age, 5 feet 10 
or 11 inches, medium build, dark hair and complexion, 
very bald headed, rather heavy moustache; dressed in dark 
clothes, frock coat, & tall black silk hat. Supposed to be 
travelling with patent medicines near Batemans Bay. Arrest 
very desirable as his wife is quite destitute, and his children 
have been placed in the State Children’s Relief Department. 

Complainant, Maud St Vincent, Herbert-lane, off Glebe-
street, Paddington.

Arthur was arrested in May at Batemans Bay and remanded to Sydney.
In September the same year he was charged on Warrant again with 
disobeying a Magisterial Order in support of his wife and was arrested 
and imprisoned until the order was complied with.
Another Warrant was issued in April 1894 for Arthur’s arrest charging 
him with wife desertion. He spent some time in Darlinghurst Gaol in 
September for that one. Earlier in the year he was confined in Armidale 
Gaol for False Pretences. 

SIDNEY
Their son Sidney, in the meanwhile was running wild. In 1898, aged 14, 
he was picked up by the Water Police and charged under Warrant for 
‘habitually wandering about the streets of Sydney in no ostensible lawful 
occupation’.
He had been twice before the Bench of Magistrates for stealing and was 
described as a ‘bad character who constantly associated with other bad 
characters’. The evidence against Sidney was that he had for months 
been running around the streets, stealing through the day and throwing 
stones at passing trains.

Sidney’s statement said:

Was sent here for sleeping out. Used to sleep out with Eddie 
Power and Maurice Power because they asked me. Used 
to go to ‘Sacred Heart’ school. Used to wag it. We used to 
steal money from shops and go to the Tivoli and the Lyceum 
Theatre. Was had up once before for stealing. Was fined 
£1 or 21 days. My father paid fine. Got two sisters. Knew 
Williamson, Malone, Bernard and Hanley.

Sidney was assessed as:

Filthy. A sore on arm. Rather sharp but a young liar and 
larrikin.

He had been placed in the Sydney Benevolent Asylum on two occasions 
– once in 1891at the age of 6 years and again in 1894 when he was nine. 
His sister Lillian was also in the Benevolent Asylum for a month in 1894. 

Sidney married but had no children. He died in 1951 of Multiple 
Epitheliomata of the face and neck (multiple boil like lumps).

Tollgate and Benevolent Asylum George Street South 
Printed Published and Sold by 

I.G. Austin 13 Hunter St.
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MAUD
The Benevolent Asylum played quite a role with this family. Maud 
was admitted in August 1894 to give birth to a son, Louis Ernest. Five 
months later the baby died of gastroenteritis and muscle wastage. His 
birth certificate states he was illegitimate.
What an unfortunate life Maud had! She married a (con) man twice her 
age. He deserted her and only reappeared to make her pregnant again. 
She struggled to raise her children with no money or regular residence so 
had to rely on charity. Her eldest son was wild and undisciplined and she 
had much to do with Police and Magistrates. She became pregnant with 
Louis and nobody knows who the father was. Maud’s death certificate 
does not record Louis as one of her children. Her son Sidney was the 
informant so perhaps he didn’t know.
When Maud had Louis her daughter Lillian was also in the Benevolent 
Asylum but not three year old Ivy. Where was she at this time?
Arthur claimed to be an actor, a singer and a comedian. Maud also had 
dreams of being an actor and singer so maybe she thought he would help 
her with her ambition but it all fell flat. I feel for her. It seems that she 
was a young impressionable girl from the country who fell for the ‘older 
actor’ who came along to woo her.
Most of Maud’s life as a mother was spent working as a charwoman. 
When she died of tuberculous in 1910 she was only 46. Auntie Ivy told 
me she was distraught at losing her mother. Perhaps she was the only one 
living with Maud at the time as her sister Lillian may have been married.
I wonder how much of this sad and complicated story Auntie Ivy knew. I 
assume she kept in touch with Sidney. She certainly talked about him to 
my mother and grandfather but I was too young to understand.
My aunt was such an elegant and graceful lady yet her disturbing 
upbringing and family story was hidden beneath the lovely exterior and 
the gentle manners. Anybody meeting her would think she was well-
brought up from a stable family but the truth was very different. I have 
always loved this aunt but now I admire her even more for overcoming 
the challenges she obviously had to face. If I was able to choose a 
grandmother Auntie Ivy would be my choice every time. 
I haven’t passed any of this on to Auntie Ivy’s grandson yet. He may 
not believe the facts of it as it has all been swept under the rug for so 
many years. 

It was a good excuse to have a few days away when we heard about the 
Irish and Scots-Irish Research Workshop hosted by Genealogy Sunshine 
Coast (GSC) on Saturday 27 May 2017 at Nambour, Queensland. 
Fintan Mullan and Gillian Hunt from the Ulster Historical Foundation 
were entertaining and enjoyable speakers as they addressed almost 200 
attendees on a wide variety of topics which included Understanding Irish 
Townlands, Irish education and school records, Irish Poor Law and local 
government records, wills and testament records. The day was so full of 
details our heads were spinning with new information.
RTFHS was represented by not only Andrew and myself, but also Kerrie 
Alexander, and Celia and Eldon Wright. 
Andrew is rather expert in working his way through Irish records but 
even he was thrilled with the additional information on understanding 
townlands and Griffiths Valuation Records.

If you are researching Irish ancestors a few websites to try are:
 irishgenealogy.ie
 placenamesni.org (for place names)
 ancestryireland.com
 titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie
You might be interested in knowing that one dozen original wills survived 
the Law Courts fire in 1922. Those that have survived have bullet holes 
in them because the files were stacked up against the windows of the 
Law Courts!!

It was an excellent presentation and GSC went to a lot of trouble to make 
it a good day with great food and plenty of it, organised parking, and 
ample seating. There were even loads of cushions distributed to make us 
more comfortable after being seated for so long.

If we hear of these two speakers coming back to Australia we would be 
tempted to seek them out again.

Research Workshop 
At Nambour

by Carol Donaghey

http://irishgenealogy.ie
http://placenamesni.org
http://ancestryireland.com
http://titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie
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by Gwen Clark
I anxiously awaited my 35 trusty followers for our Christmas 
in July function. I was in fear and trepidation, as events 
organiser, knowing that this function had to be better than the 
last one I had organised, but phew, it was a huge improvement 
on last year. The assistance from Molly Patch and her team at 
Summerland House was greatly appreciated. 
The service was good, with alternate menu drop - great 
choices of delicious food. I think most members were happy 
with the day and it was great to catch up with you all on a 
social occasion.  We did miss some of our regular members 
who had health or family commitments though.   
Little bit of humour for the day was when I asked for another 
bread roll and was told they would ‘put a bun in the oven’ for 
me!!! (I hope not).
Thank you one and all for coming, remember to keep Saturday 
2 December free for our Christmas function.   

Christmas in July 
Lunch 2017

Eunice and Frank Harvey

Tanya Binning

Gwen and Eric Clark

Marie Hart, Carol Brown and Nola RodeyJan and Richard Millburn

Yvonne Randle and Joy Morhaus

Jan Ousby and Christine Reeves

Terry and Liz Marshall

Joann and Bert ClaphamJill and Alf Clark
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This Quarter’s World War I Diary: 1917

September
Before an assault on Passchendale could take place a number of strategic 
locations needed to be overcome, such as Hell Fire Corner two miles 
east along the Menin Road that marked the cross roads along which men, 
machinery, materials and artillery were to be moved to the front. Canvas 
and hessian screens were erected to obstruct the Germans on the ridges 
but to little avail so the corner was traversed at night at speed. Grim 
reminders of those who did not make it lay beside the road.
At dawn on 20 September along with eleven British Divisions the Anzac 
1st and 2nd Divisions destroyed most of the German positions in the 
Battle of Menin Road. By midday they were at the western end of 
Polygon Wood but the battle entailed hand to hand fighting  and resulted 
in 15,000 British and 5,000 Australian dead and wounded.
On 26 September the Battle of Polygon Wood commenced. Over three 
days the Australian 4th and 5th Divisions subdued the pillboxes and 
strongpoints and the Wood was secured but not without sustaining 
casualties exceeding 5,400. 

October
The battle for Broodseinde Ridge, fought on 4 October, comprised 
four Anzac divisions in line, fighting side by side for the first time 
along slightly more than 4.5 kilometres of front. Precisely at 6 am the 
Australians rose to their feet and advanced – only to be met by a line 
of troops from the German 212th Regiment.  Following the usual stiff 
fighting, the Australians gained all their objectives – though at the cost 
of 6,500 men: the New Zealanders suffered a further 1,700 casualties. 
An onslaught was launched on 9 October 1917 at Poelcappelle. The 
whole advance foundered in the mud, and although the Australians 
made some ground for a time they could not hold these gains without 
support and were driven back. The misguided venture resulted in 1,250 
Australian casualties, for no purpose.

On 12 October at dawn the attack on Passchendaele finally took place. 
The Anzac 3th and 4th Divisions attack from the west stood practically 
no chance of success. The protective artillery barrage was virtually 
useless, since the troops could not keep up with it in the mud and were 
lucky if they could even stay on their feet. Being too weak to hold their 
ground they were eventually forced to give up any territory gained and 
fell back. The cost was about 4,000 casualties.
Palestine
The Battle of El Muntor (or El Buggar Ridge) took place on 27 October 
1917 and continued until the Ottoman forces were ejected from the trenches 
by the allies including the Australian 4th Light Horse Brigade. A patrol 
from the 9th Light Horse Regiment at 7 pm established that the Ottoman 
forces had withdrawn. That night the 229th Infantry Brigade took over 
the defensive perimeter and re-established Allied control over the area. 
 
On 27 October the charge at Beersheba took place (see page 8).
November
On 1 November, Khuweilfe, a prominent hill eighteen kilometres north 
of Beersheba, became the scene 
of an unexpected fight initially 
between Australian Light 
Horsemen and Turkish forces in 
search for water. 
Lieut-General Harry Chauvel, 
suddenly found his force 
presented with a serious obstacle. 
For five days Chauvel used his 
light horsemen, British yeomanry 
and New Zealanders, along with 
infantry from the British 53rd 
Division and men of the Camel 
Brigade which were placed 
under his command, to push the 
Turks off the dominating ridge. 
The fighting in the waterless and 
rocky country was extremely 
difficult.

References: ‘The Western Front’an Australian Perspective’ by Dwyer, 
Duffy and Postle, ‘The Great War’ by Les Carlyon and the Web

Sir Harry Chauvel

Diary of a War
by Dawn Lotty
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Ryerson Index to Death Notices & Obituaries in Australian Papers
by Carol Donaghey

The Ryerson Index is free to use and now contains over six million names 
on the website www.ryersonindex.org

Some new features have recently been introduced:

• Given name search – no surname is required

The search will display given names and nick names such as Dusty, 
Ginger, Pearly, Snowy, Cissy, Sissy, Chaz, Sister (Sister Joseph), Phyllis, 
and Phillis.

For very popular given names it is advisable to limit the years and put in 
the State, or location.

This new given feature can also be useful to find surnames which have 
been used by family members as a given name – such as Arthur McEwan 
Rennie, or Richard John Blakeney Bligh.

• Location Search – No other fields need to be entered.

This feature is particularly useful for local historians and when you are 
looking for someone in a particular location. Again, adding a time limit 
may also enhance the search.

If you are searching a place name that occurs in more than one State, you 
can enhance the search to select only newspapers from that particular 
State by using the State drop down box. For example, if you are looking 
for Camberwell NSW you will reduce the number of irrelevant results 
if you search Camberwell and NSW rather than simply searching for 
Camberwell, which will also bring up all the Victorian entries.

However, bear in mind that many notices were placed in interstate 
newspapers too. We cover the case of newspapers for border areas 
(Albury, Tweed, Tenterfield etc) by including these specific papers in 
search results for both States.

Ryerson Index 
An Update

Place names overseas such as Lincolnshire, Manchester, Marylebone, 
Auckland, Germany and Vietnam can be entered to find people who are 
listed as being At, Late of, or formerly of that place. Don’t forget that 
some place names from early papers may have different spellings, e.g. 
Five Dock and Fivedock. You will need to search both variations.
When searching by locality a full stop is optional, e.g. St Peters or St. 
Peters will return the same set of results.

This new locality search may assist with finding notices for someone 
who you only know by a maiden name, as you may be able to locate 
them by entering a given name, location and State plus an approximate 
time limit.

• Other hints – Home Page

To check the dates covered by the Ryerson Index, follow the Newspaper 
Coverage link on the Home Page and select the paper of interest to 
display all the notes about that newspaper, including change of name or 
amalgamation with another paper, dates and when published, missing 
issues in printed form or on film in libraries, papers dated incorrectly by 
the publisher – and more.

Then follow the links to ‘Dates Indexed’ – this will display the days that 
have been indexed by the Ryerson project.

• Can’t find the name on Trove (up to 1955)?

If you’ve found an entry on the Ryerson Index and then been unable 
to locate the actual newspaper entry when you’ve gone to Trove (the 
historical newspapers on the National Library of Australia’s website 
(trove.nla.gov.au), here’s a tip which might help.

On Trove, go to Newspapers Advanced Search, select Family Notices 
in the Article category, filter by newspaper and time period, and enter 
Deaths as the keyword. You can then scroll the list of results to find the 
name required. The entry you are looking for will be in the newspaper, 
but it’s likely the original print will be very poor and the Optical 
Character Recognition (OCR) software which does the initial indexing 
of the papers has been unable to recognise the nam e.

Note: This article was originally published in Descent, Volume 47 Part 
2, June 2017, the journal of the Society of Australian Genealogists, and 
is reproduced with their permission.

http://www.ryersonindex.org
http://www.trove.nla.gov.au
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I can see the smiles on your faces now that Spring is in the air, and 
since I’m sure you spent the colder months diligently working on your 
histories and writing names and dates on all your photographs, you must 
be feeling very virtuous indeed!  So many of us have inherited old snaps 
and studio portraits with nary a detail recorded and now there seems to 
be nobody left to ask.  If you are new to our Society I hope you have 
found plenty to inspire you at our monthly meetings and in our library 
where you can borrow a wide range of books and magazines to read at 
home. Seek out your old aunts too to ask about personal details of your 
ancestors, for that will enrich your history and be more interesting to 
descendants than just how far back in time you have researched.
In May I greeted the Marshalls and the Harveys at a Lismore Symphony 
concert, then in June we celebrated Frank’s 80th birthday with a lavishly 
decorated cake.  Myra and Alex Arrighi were presented with the Torch 
Bearer Award when the Peace Run passed through Ballina and Patricia 
and Graham Lovegrove braved freezing May temperatures to witness the 
dedication of the Boer War memorial in Canberra. We hope that Yvonne 
Hammond and Jan Ousby who have spent time in hospital, are now fully 
recovered: and if you too have been ill we send you our warmest Get Well 
wishes. Our President Robyn underwent successful surgery immediately 
after our July meeting and was hoping it would not delay her planned 
holiday in Canada. In July, Vice President Leonie was enjoying a cruise 
on the Mediterranean so Kerrie capably looked after our meeting when Eric 
Kopittke related his vast knowledge of German ancestry in Australia and his 
wife Rosemary displayed a range of splendid ‘how to’ books and leaflets.  
We have welcomed new members Warren Rose and Janine Thomson, 
who has graciously agreed to do a library duty, and complimented 
Peter Hatfield on the long bicycle ride he undertakes to be present at 
our meetings. We also congratulate our newly elected Committee for 
their continued fostering of all that is worthwhile in our Society and 
those dedicated members too who regularly turn up on their MHL duty 
day to assist members and visitors seeking more than can be found on 
commercial sites. 

All in the Family
News From Within the Society 

by Marie Hart

If someone in your family was among the 1400 builders who constructed 
the Sydney Harbour Bridge you are sure to be interested in the State 
Library of NSW news that they will soon be releasing interviews with 
them (amplify.sl.nsw.gov.au); (SL Winter 2017).

We all learn by hearing of others’ successes and failures, so you are 
encouraged to ask questions at monthly meetings where you may receive 
tips or suggestions to help you and if there are subjects you would like to 
be discussed by members or speakers let the Committee know and I’m 
sure they will do what they can to cooperate.
The Editor of the Dorset FHS journal, Angie Parker-Harris, in her June 
issue said that ‘sophisticated online research lacks the thrill of her early 
discoveries, but thankfully what remains is the camaraderie of belonging 
to a Society such as ours, to celebrate our common passion and, hopefully 
common ancestors’.  I think many of us might say exactly the same don’t 
you? 

 New Membership
a warm welcome from Membership Secretary, Nola Rodey
We are pleased to welcome the following new members who have joined 
our Society within the past few weeks:
980  Miss Janine Thomson  PO Box 703,
  Ballina NSW 2478
981  Mr Warren Rose PO Box 758,
  Mullumbimby NSW 2482

Sydney Harbour Bridge - nearing completion (Courtesy of State Library of NSW)

http://amplify.sl.nsw.gov.au
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was on that day in 1747 the Act which banned the wearing of tartan was 
repealed.  Joy Morhaus dutifully wore tartan to our meeting on that very day.

In Rootes for June 2017 from Gold Coast FHS was a touching article 
from the 1919 Rockhampton Morning Bulletin entitled The Mother of 
Queenslanders Soldiers Tribute to Mrs H G Wheeler, describing her 
importance to young soldiers during WWI who were at a loose end when 
on leave in England. 

There is a Lennox Head Heritage Committee (a sub-committee of the 
Lennox Head Residents’ Association) which is keen to collect photos, 
newspaper articles and interesting stories at harg1rob@gmail.com or 
0412 660 994 or visit https://lennoxheadheritage.com/.  

The Ballina Schools Historical Society Inc can be contacted by emailing 
Mary-AnneSaunders@det.nsw.edu.au.  Interesting leaflets on the Norton 
Street Heritage Trail, Wardell Walkabout 2010 and Lennox Head Village 
Heritage Trail can be picked up from the Ballina Tourist Information Centre.

The lease of old Armidale Teachers College and its grounds is being given 
up by the University of NSW and is a concern for family historians as 
Regional Archives are housed in the grounds (Dust of Ages, June 2017).

Journals received by post have now 
passed 18,000 with many more now 
received electronically.  Lots of good 
information for you, so how up to date 
are you with your reading of them?

In her new book, Minding Her Own 
Business about Colonial business 
women in Sydney, author Catherine 
Bishop acknowledged being helped 
by ‘family historians (whose valuable 
work is too often unappreciated)’. 
Encouraging words for us!  I have 
just begun to read this well illustrated 
and indexed book recently acquired 
by the Richmond-Tweed Regional 
Library and it promises to be good 
reading indeed.

‘Minding Her Own Business’ 
by Catherine Bishop

All sorts of useful and interesting snips have been saved since the June 
issue of The Cedar Log, so let’s plunge straight in and hope that an item 
or two will be useful as you continue to research.

At the National Railway Museum, in York, England, WWI ambulance 
trains are on permanent display (www.nrm.org.uk/).  It was something 
of a surprise to see seven pages of the April 2017 Nottinghamshire 
FHS journal devoted to Australian Trove!  Irish Roots for June 2017 in 
the MHL provides lots of hints on finding Irish families and locations. 
You can also read about the DONNELLY brothers and sisters whose 
ages range from 72 to 92 and whose combined ages number 1075, thus 
securing them a place in The Guinness Book of Records for March 2017.  
Now that really is a family isn’t it!

In Country Life for 22 February 2017 (a weekly English magazine since 
1896) a review of a Social History book – The Butcher, the Baker, the 
Candlestick-Maker by Roger Hutchinson stated that the history of the 
British Census was begun by John Rickman in 1801.  In 1851 Charlotte 
Bronte filled in her Census form and gave her ‘rank, profession or 
occupation’ as ‘none’!  It was also stated that ‘seamstress’ was often 
used as a euphemism for ‘prostitute’.

The Central Scotland FHS for Spring (April) 2017 had a most interesting 
article about the Court of the Lord Lyon.  Written by the Lord Lyon himself, 
he stated that heraldry is ‘the garden of Scotland’s history’ and is an art and 
science that tells the history of Scotland, the present day origin of places, 
institutions, families and individuals.  I think your Scottish blood will be 
well and truly stirred by the description of his duties and responsibilities.

We offer our congratulations to the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
on reaching its 50th birthday.

We remind you to borrow the Who Do You Think You Are magazines 
from the MHL for information on all aspects of genealogy.

Reading Kith & Kin from Cape Banks FHS I learned that 1 July is Tartan 
Day, so if you are of Scottish descent you are encouraged to wear it, for it 

 From the Media… by Marie Hart

In the Loop

mailto:harg1rob%40gmail.com?subject=
https://lennoxheadheritage.com/
mailto:Mary-AnneSaunders@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.nrm.org.uk/
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National Archives of Australia describes its resources as ‘family history 
at our fingertips’ with thousands of photos, millions of records including 
immigration and military service and free family history resources.  Visit 
online or in person at their research rooms in every state and territory 
(naa.gov.au). (theaustralian.com/review) 6-7 May 2017.

From the State Library of NSW magazine SL, I noted the remark that 
‘the continuing boom in family history research is having a far-reaching 
impact on how people understand themselves and the world’.  Long 
may that continue.  I hope your family tree is acquiring new buds and 
branches this season and that you will write of the results in a future 
Cedar Log so we can sing along with you! 

Journal Gleanings
Australian
These journals are on the shelves in our Library and may be borrowed so 
you can read them at your leisure. You may well pick up some clues that 
are unlikely to be found in other places.
The Sinking of the Centaur Qld Family Historian May 17
A Nun’s Story, F C Wrentmore Qld Family Historian May 17
Ancestors on Board, Port Adelaide, SA Kith & Kin June 17
Remembering the Dunbar Descent June 17
Organizing a Family Reunion Timespan June 17
Spanish Ancestry Research Ances-tree July 17

Overseas
Trove Glorious Trove  Nottingham FHS April 17
Britain’s Wartime Evacuees Nottingham FHS April 17
Hiring Fairs WDYTYA Dec 16
Archives & Resources for South Wales WDYTYA Dec 16
NETTLETON family to Geelong Vic 1854 on Oliver Lang 
 The Scrivener Mar 17
FREER & WALMSLEY families at Burnie, Tas The Scrivener Mar 17
My Ancestor was a Nanny WDYTYA Jan 17
German War Graves Commission New Zealand Genealogist June 17
Grandma Flew Spitfires Origins Summer 17

eJournals
by Jackie Chalmers

The following eJournals may be read on the computer in the Marie Hart Library.. 

Australian
A letter from England by Peter Bennett  
 Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies, The Genealogist, Jun 17

Searching for researchers on German genealogy in Australia by Dirk 
Weissleder Bega Valley GS Inc, The Valley Genealogist, Feb 17

Early Post and Telegraph Services at Bundanoon up to 1899  
 Berrima and District FHS, Newsletter, Mar 17

Heirlooms and keepsakes by Committee members  
 Central Coast & District FHS Inc., E-Muster, Apr 17

My wonderful new family history resource by Val Kinghorne  
 Coffs Harbour & District FHS, Genie Allergy, Jun 17

The Kettle Family by Jenny Smith Dalby HHS, The Dalby Velver, May 17

The Whiteboys Descendants of Convicts Group, The Mail, Jun 17

Dubbo Wool Carbonising Works by Kathy Furney  
  Dubbo and District FHS, Newsletter, Mar–Jun 17

Letters to the Teacher Echuca/Moama FHG, Bridges and Branches, Jun 17

Owen Cavanough and Margaret Darnell Part 2  
  Fellowship of the First Fleeters, Founders, Apr–May 17

John Small and Mary Parker – Pioneers of Ryde  
  Fellowship of the First Fleeters, Founders, Jun–Jul 17

Convict Coal Mine by Judy Spencer  
 Genealogical Society Gladstone District Inc., Timeline, Jul 17

The Tattam Family by Marie Tattam Gwydir FHS, Insearch, May 17

Remembering the Great Flood of 1867 compiled by Michelle Nichols  
 Hawkesbury FHS, The Hawkesbury Crier, Jun 17

Convict Sites in Australia by Rebecca Turnbull  
 Hawkesbury-Nepean Chapter Fellowship of First Fleeters, Newsletter, Winter 17

Kempton Coaches – Our horse-drawn heritage by Stephany Fehre  
  Hobart Town First Settlers Assoc. Inc., Newsletter, Jun 17

http://naa.gov.au
http://theaustralian.com/review
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Coledale Hospital 100th Anniversary  
 Illawarra FHG, Illawarra Branches, Mar 17
Changes to Ipswich in 1930s and 1940s  
 Ipswich Genealogical Society, Bremer Echoes, Jul 17
The Importance of ‘Killing them off’ by Ann Ross  
 Lake Macquarie FHG, The Chronicle, May 17
The White Cross at Mt York by John Merriman  
 Lithgow & District FHS, Lithgow Pioneer Press, Jun 17
The Unearthing of Private Gilligan’s Medal 
 Maitland & Beyond FH Inc., Tracks and Trails, Jul 17
Bernard CLARKIN 1833–1909 by Joan Ransom  
 Manning Wallamba FHS, The Figtree, May 17
My Tuckurimba Story Mid-Richmond HS Inc., Newsletter, May 17
The Story of Henry Yorke by John Sparks  
 Milton-Ulladulla FHS, Pigeon House Tidings, Jun 17
The School Residence – A Place to rest one’s head by Doug Saxon
 Newcastle FHS, Journal, Jun 17
Why I became a ‘Cem Granny’ by Jeanice Levez  
 GS of Northern Territory , Progenitor, Mar 17
Mission Albany by Diane Oldman  
 FHS of Rockingham & District, Between the Lines, Jun 17
A walk along Junction Street – circa 1930s by Len Seyffer 
 Shoalhaven FHS, Time Traveller, Apr 17
The SAGE/Le MAITRE family by Marg Pegler  
 South Gippsland GS, Newsletter, Jun 17
Home between homes by Lee Goleby  
 Genealogy Sunshine Coast, Kin Tracer, Jun 17
Wing Hing Long Museum and Cemetery by Allan Williams  
 Tenterfield FHG, Tenterfield Generations, Jun 17
Travelling Home … by John Watts  
 Toowoomba & Darling Downs FHS, The Gazette, Jul 17
The Irish research of Jennifer Wood (Nee Prendergast)  
 Whitsunday FHG, Branching Out, Mar/Apr 17
Silo Art – Weethalle Silo Wyalong District FHG, The Mallee Stump, Jun 17
Twins in the Family by Lynda Smith nee Prentice  
 Wyong FHG, Tree of Life, May 17
Genealogy Blogs Young & District FHG, The Lambing Flat Leader, May 17

Overseas
Sir Henry Bradwardine Jackson by Cynthia Dillon  
 Barnsley FHS, Domus Historiae, Apr 17
BOTSFORD – An American family from Bedfordshire by Manton L.  
Botsford Bedfordshire FHS, Journal, Jun 17
How do you eat an elephant? By Peter Cornwall  
 Cambridgeshire FHS, The Journal, Summer 17
NIXONS: Viking raiders by Harry Nickson  
 FH Society of Cheshire, Cheshire Ancestor, Jun 17
Early Asylum Life by David Scrimgeour  
 Chesterfield & District FHS, Chesterfield Magazine, Mar 17
Do you have an S.S.Great Britain Family? by Mike Gant  
    Felixstowe FHS, Roots and Branches, Mar 17
Another Accident by Alan Rowland Hillingdon FHS, Journal, Jun 17
From the Cradle to the Grave by Keith Steggles 
 Northamptonshire FHS, Footprints, May 17
The FORSHAWS of Redgate Farm by John Forshaw  
 Ormskirk & DFHS, Ormskirk & District Family Historian, Jul 17
Addingham Primitive Methodists by Stanley Merridew
 Wharfedale FHS, Journal, Jun 17

TheGenealogist
by Carol Donaghey

Carol Brown has installed TheGenealogist on the laptop at the Marie 
Hart Library for the benefit of members. It has been added to the list of 
Favourites.
This website has a section of featured articles and access to a number of 
Who Do You Think You Are series. It also has an extensive collection of 
Directories, Parish Records and Tithe Maps for England and Wales. As 
the 1921 census is some years away from public release TheGenealogist 
has introduced a new 1921 census substitute with over one million records.     
If you use this program would you please note that when you are finished 
you don’t log out. Just click the ‘X’ in the top right hand corner to close 
out of the website.
Your attention to this request is appreciated as logging out will prevent 
anyone else using the program until Carol comes back to the MHL to log 
back in.
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To coincide with the 10 year anniversary 
of the Lennox National Surfing Reserve in 
February 2018, a Surfing Lennox crew are 
compiling a book documenting the history of 
surfing around the Lennox region.

Under the umbrella of the Lennox Head 
Heritage Committee the team needs help from 
the public for donations of photos, recollections 
and any surfing lifestyle memories that can be 
collated into the publication that will reflect the 
transition of surfing Lennox circa 1958 through 
to the present.

The exact date surfing started in Lennox is a 
mystery. It is generally thought that in 1958 
Ballina man Barry Regan was one of the first 
to surf Lennox Point on his five metre timber 
board. But even Barry is not sure he was the 
first.

‘No photos are too old or too new for this 
collection’. As images come in, they will be 
displayed in the foyer of the Lennox Head 
Community Centre. 

If you can contribute to creating this permanent 
collection of the surfing history of Lennox 
Head and adjoining surf breaks, please 
contact Robyn Hargrave (0412 660 994) or 
email harg1rob@gmail.com 

Note: Don Howell referred this item to the Editor

Surfing 
Lennox Head

by Carol Donaghey

Barry Regan with his 5 metre timber board

For those members who were unable to attend meetings over the last three 
months this is a summary of the topics presented by our guest speakers. 
June
Leonie Oliver’s presentation ‘Dead, Buried and Cremated’ was 
interspersed with wonderful cartoons and loaded with many useful 
websites to help you in your quest to find burials you haven’t been able 
to locate. Some of these websites are listed here but Leonie also has 
additional ones.

austcemindex.com
australiancemeteries.com.au
rookwoodcemetery.com.au/deceased-search
easternsuburbsmemorialpark.com.au
deceasedonline.com (for UK burials
cityoflondon.gov.uk (search by date)

Local burials are documented in the Marie Hart 
Library.
Leonie also set some ‘homework’ for members to try some of the websites 
and report back 

July
Eric and Rosemary Kopittke attended our meeting. Eric gave two talks 
– on Early Germans in Brisbane area; and Church Records in Australia.
Most Australians know about the German settlement 
in South Australia but they also settled in SE 
Queensland. The Brisbane area once known as 
German Town now has a number of suburbs including 
Nundah and Bulimba. When convict transportation 
ended in 1850 there was a labour shortage and 
an immigration scheme was set up to bring out 
German vine dressers and shepherds. Sadly during 
WWI German immigrants and their Australian born 
children were often interned and some deported.

Monthly Speakers
by Carol Donaghey

Leonie Oliver 
- making a point!

Eric Kopitke 
at the July meeting

mailto:%20harg1rob%40gmail.com?subject=
http://austcemindex.com
http://australiancemeteries.com.au
rookwoodcemetery.com.au/deceased-search
http://easternsuburbsmemorialpark.com.au
http://deceasedonline.com
cityoflondon.gov.uk
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Eric also spoke on Australian church records which can add much more 
detail to your ancestor’s story. Church records include School Registers, 
Ecclesiastical Directories, Confirmation and Communion records, Cradle 
Rolls. The accounts of these records often reveal information unable to 
be found elsewhere e.g. father’s name of an illegitimate child.
Websites include Australian Parish Registers (State Library), Picture 
Australia, and Denominations Archives. Some churches have their own 
websites and you never know what you might find.
If you would like copies of notes from Eric’s talks please email him on 
kopittke@tpg.com.au 

August
Our Annual General Meeting was conducted in style by our Returning 
Officer, Marie Hart and the new Committee was warmly welcomed by 
members. 
Kerrie Alexander gave a short talk on her DNA 
results which she procured through Ancestry. 
Kerrie was very happy with the outcome of her 
DNA test as it confirmed that the Irish great 
grandfather she had been researching was in fact 
the correct one. She also now has more cousins to 
keep in touch with.
The ‘homework’ Leonie Oliver set back in June 
was reported on by five members who were 
thrilled with their findings of memorials and 
headstones previously unknown. 

The AGM was followed by Frank Harvey’s 
presentation on the Ballina Digital Photo Archives 
which included photographs of Ballina Manor, 
Aboriginal art plaques on the Coast Road, Fenwick 
House and its various transitions, the old Plaza 
picture theatre, Bagot’s Mill and Ballina Railway 
Station, disused since 1949.
Many more photos were included and members 
really enjoyed seeing the earlier photos of today’s 
local landmarks.

Kerrie Alexander 
speaker at AGM

Frank Harvey 
- about to cut his 80th Birthday Cake.

The Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc. was established in 1983 to serve 
the family history needs of researchers initially with a special interest in Northern New 
South Wales, Australia in the area bounded by the Richmond and Tweed Rivers, often 
referred to as the Northern Rivers.

The Marie Hart Library holds numerous local records including the Local Schools 
Admission Registers, Cemetery Records, Burial Records and Honour and Memorial 
Rolls from many locations within the Northern Rivers.

Over the years the library has expanded and now holds a wealth of information from 
across Australia including historical and pioneer records, war records, shipping lists, 
probate records, landholder returns, Colonial Secretary papers, cemetery  books 
etc. and journals including those from other English speaking countries. Access to 
Microfiche, CDs and a computer connected to the genealogical website Findmypast 
is also available. Contact Carol Brown on 02 6687 8443 if you need assistance.

The Society is able to do small family history searches for a fee of $15 per hour. Please 
include a 22 x 11 cm SAE and research fees where applicable. 

Journal of the Richmond-Tweed Family History Society Inc.
Published March, June, September & December

The Editor, Carol Donaghey, would be pleased to accept articles for inclusion in this 
journal. Ideally they should be sent by email to Carol at carold2478@gmail.com 
but typed hard copy is also welcomed. The format preferred is Times New Roman 
font; 12 point; single spacing. 

Please add your contact details as the Editor may need to discuss with you any 
editing, abridgement or deferral to a future date of any material submitted for 
publication. It is your responsibility to ensure that your article does not infringe 
copyright. Items remain the copyright of the Richmond-Tweed Family History 
Society and the author.

Your input is important and makes for interesting and diverse reading for our 
members as well as to the other readers of our journal throughout Australia and 
overseas. We would love to hear about how you broke down those brick walls or 
any interesting information you have found out about an ancestor, so get those 
fingers typing.

The society does not accept responsibility for opinions and statements published by 
individual contributors. Original material in this journal may be reproduced with written 
permission from the society.

Cedar LogTHE
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The Society meets at the Players Theatre, 24 Swift Street, Ballina – unless otherwise advised. 
Society meetings are held every month except January. The Society meets at 2.00 pm on the 
first Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMbER

Saturday 2 September: Subject: ‘My Family’s Part in the Colonisation of 
Northern Australia’. Speaker: Leigh Wilson. Giant Spring Plant Sale at this 
meeting at the Players Theatre. All plants selling for $1 each.
Tuesday 5 September: The RTFHS Writers’ Group meets on the first TUESDAY 
of each month – at 1.00 pm – at the Marie Hart Library. Phone Group Leader 
Joan Fraser (6686 9664) for further details. 
Saturday 7 October: Subject: ‘A Moment of Fame in the Family’. Members 
contributing: Kerrie Alexander, Carol Brown, Robyn Hilan and Dawn Lotty.
Saturday 4 November: Podcast: ‘The Big 4 - comparisons of 4 subscription sites’.
Saturday 2 December: Christmas Function.

MEMbERSHIP
Membership fees for the year 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017 are 
$35 Individual/$45 Joint Membership. Journals will be sent to financial 
members only.

SoCIEty EvENtS

The Cedar Log Editorial Team:
Jackie Chalmers, Carol Donaghey (Editor), Dawn Lotty
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