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PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

2012 
 

Unless stated otherwise all meetings take place at 
Hillingdon Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road,  

Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9EL 
Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 
Thursday 19th January 

 
Ian Harvey and 

John Symons 
‘Family History Sources on the 
        Internet: An Update’  

Thursday 16th February 
 

Tony Mitchell ‘Belmont House and Its People’ 
Power Point presentation 

Thursday 15th March 
 

A.G.M. To Follow: 
‘Uxbridge Past’, a short film 

Thursday 19th April 
 

Michael Gandy ‘Country Poor and Town Poor’ 

Thursday 17th May 
 

Barry Twigg ‘Sixty Years of Marvellous 
Modern Monarchy and More to 

Come’: illustrated talk. 
Thursday 21st June 

 
Colin Oakes ‘Oranges and Lemons’; the 

Churches of the Nursery Rhyme. 
Thursday 19th July 

 
Ken Pearce ‘Hillingdon and the Olympic 

Games’; 1908 and 1948. 
AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 20th  
September 

David Annal ‘Counting the People’: 
Census returns online. 

Thursday 18th October 
 

OPEN 
EVENING 

‘INTERESTING  
MEMBERS’ 

Thursday 15th 
November 

 

Ian Harvey ‘Spon Street: The Spoken Word 
and Family History’  

DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING 

 
 
 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 
meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
 

 

Spring-cleaning didn’t get very far in our household this year. Nancy 
suggested I start in the library and I dutifully followed her instruction.  
One book after another was removed from the shelf and blessed with a 
feather duster. Then the rot set in. 
 
Discovering a volume long forgotten, but no less interesting for all that, is 
like meeting an old classmate at a school reunion. You sit down; 
reacquaint yourselves and some time later you move on. The passage of 
time simply slips you by. Thus went the spring-cleaning! 
 

The tome that caught my 
attention was Peter Heylyn’s ‘A 
Help to English History’. These 
days not many of us remember 
Peter Heylyn (1600-1662). He 
was both a relatively famous 
historian and theologian who 
spent most of his academic life 
up the road in Oxford. 
 

He published prolifically during 
his lifetime and his work was 
updated and re-issued for many 
years afterwards. My volume is 
an edition published in 1709.  
 

What makes my volume 
particularly curious is that a 
spidery hand has updated entries 
from 1709 until the 1760s. It 
was obviously a ‘working’ copy. 
So what is in ‘A Help to English 
History’ and why should I 
bother to mention it to the 
members of a Family History 
Society? 
 
                                         (contd.) 
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Before answering these questions let’s jump forward a little over three 
hundred years to John Symons’ excellent talk in January about new 
arrivals on the internet; details of his talk appear elsewhere in the 
magazine. One of the points he emphasised was that caution is needed 
when using web sites which make available submissions from members 
of the public. These might be quite accurate but they can also be just 
downright wrong. Family histories can easily be lead astray by dodgy 
data! 
 

Rewind three hundred years to Heylyn’s tome which was considered 
important enough to update and re-issue after his death. In the case of my 
copy, somebody updated it by hand for sixty years. What on earth is in it? 
 

The Kings of England since the Romans left are listed with their coats of 
arms. Then there is a list of every diocese in the country and the name of 
every bishop since the foundation of the diocese. There follows a list 
giving each Dukedom, Marquisate, Earldom, Viscountcy, Barony with 
the successive holders of the titles. Baronets, quite rightly, get parked in 
an appendix. Is this really ‘A Help to English History’? 
 

The more recent entries (post 1400) may be largely accurate, however let 
us look at the early entries of Kings of South Britain or England (all dates 
AD): 431 Constantine; 443 Constantius; 446 Vortiger; 464 Vortimer; 471 
Vortiger (again); 481 Aurelius Ambrosius; 500 Uther Pendragon (third 
son of Constantine); 506 Arthur; 542 Constantine II (next cousin of 
Arthur); and so on. Leaving aside that it is more a work of genealogy than 
English History, it is clear that some of the entries are perhaps more 
speculative than factual. Did they have coats of arms? Was Arthur king 
from 506 to 542? Did his cousin succeed him? As Arthur was illegitimate 
was it his father’s or his mother’s sibling’s offspring? Just where did 
Heylyn get these facts from in the 1640s? (Incidentally I came across 
another book published in the 1960s that mentions Arthur winning the 
battle of Mount Baden in 515. Is this history feeding on itself?) 
 

The moral of this tale is that there are huge sources of information 
available today both ancient and modern. When John Symons opened the 
lid on what was available on internet sites I think the room was stunned. 
The fact is, whether you get your data from a 1709 book or from the 
internet in 2012 you still need to be careful. What was the source; can you 
check it personally; how reliable is the person who published the data? 
With that admonition, I welcome all our members to a busy 2012! 
                                                                                                    
                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 
 
We start with an apology and the correction of an error in the December 
2011 edition. The apology goes to Colyn STORER in Australia for our 
error on page 21 (printed version) / page 23 (pdf version) — the 
photograph is of Grace Butler (nee Webster) and her niece Ismene 
Webster, taken approximately 1904, not ‘Maria & Ismene’ as shown. 
Sorry Colyn! 

 
It may be a little early to mention it, but our December 2012 journal will 
proudly carry the number 100 so if anyone has any thoughts, articles, 
memories etc. to mark this occasion you will have plenty of time to 
submit them to the Editor. Come on members – let’s have a memorable 
edition. 

 
We have received a generous offer from Nanette Peters, one of our 
members in Australia; she will help members with any N.S.W. Australia 
research so please email the society with full details for forwarding to 
Nanette. 

 
DEADLINE DATES FOR 2012 JOURNALS 
 
JUNE JOURNAL………………………………………………… 7th May 
 
SEPTEMBER JOURNAL…………………………………….. 6th August 
 
DECEMBER JOURNAL……………………………………...1st October 

 
In case members are not already aware the Family Search (L.D.S.) centre 
in South Kensington is closed for re-furbishment. No re-opening date is 
available at the moment but Family Search has a large space allocation 
within the first floor area of the National Archive, Kew. They have many 
computers there as well as their microfilms and they have helpers 
available to help. 

 
 
This year is the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and we note that on Sunday 3rd 
June a flotilla of 1000 craft will progress down the Thames, one of which 
will carry the Queen. This ties in quite nicely with our cover pictures and 
the story from Sue Crane on page 8. 
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 OBITUARIES 
 
 

We are very sorry to report that 
Barbara Westmuckett passed away 
on 29th December 2011.  
 

Barbara was a nursing sister for most 
of her life and in her later years she 
worked tirelessly for the Society.  
 
She served on the committee, 
managed the library and assisted in 
the research room when that opened. 
She will mostly be remembered 
however for her research work on 
behalf of the Society’s members.  
 
There are many grateful people 
around the world who valued 

Barbara’s work in tracking down records and information for them. 
Health problems forced her to give up this work a few years ago and she 
moved to Sussex to be near some of her family. Barbara will be greatly 
missed by all those who knew her and the Society would like to extend its 
condolences to her family. 
����������������������������� 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Tony Beadle (B89). 
Tony joined us in 2010 and regularly attended our meetings. His article 
‘Trials and Tribulations Along the Uxbridge Road’  appeared in the June 
2011 journal. He was born in Hillingdon and always lived in the area. A 
freelance motoring journalist, historian and photographer Tony had also 
edited six motoring magazines and as well as owning a classic vehicle, 
had published his fifth book ‘Armadale to Aquila’ .  
Tony’ s funeral took place on 20th January and we would like to send our 
sincere condolences to his wife Jennie and the family. 
 

Jennie has told us that her son John will run the London Marathon in 
April – for Tony. Look for him on T.V. wearing vest No. 14647 and 
should you feel like sponsoring him please see; 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BigBadBeadle  All donations to will 
go to Harefield Hospital Charity.   
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A SPECIAL ‘THANK YOU’ MESSAGE TO YOU ALL 
 

 

As a society we have to rely on generating money to offset the various 
expenses incurred in providing the journal, the research room facilities, 
the costs of renting rooms at the Hillingdon Park Baptist Church for our 
meetings, postage and a myriad of other charges that are unavoidable.  
 
Of course most of the monies we receive are from your subscriptions for 
which we thank you all. In addition over past years, as well as this past 
year, we have received a number of donations. The committee would like 
to thank all those who have so very kindly made these donations to the 
society. They are very much appreciated as they do make a big difference 
to society finances. 
 
As well as monetary donations in 2011 we received three pieces of 
equipment for use in the research room. Jenny Mundy donated a laser 
printer and our administration secretary, Gill May, donated a flatbed 
scanner and a separate printer. The scanner has enabled us to re-use an 
old computer which had been put out to grass and the printers will ensure 
that copying will be cheaper and quicker.     
 

                                                                                              The Committee        
 
STOP PRESS: We have to apologise to anybody who tried to visit the 
Research Room on Friday 10th February. Due to the heavy fall of snow 
overnight we took the decision not to open so to any one who turned up 
please accept our apologies. SORRY!  
 

 
SEARCHING FOR THE BALLENTINES – AN UPDATE 

 

In September 2010 I gave a talk to the Society about the tracing of my 
grandmother’ s family, the BALLENTINEs using databases of various 
kinds. This culminated in a meeting in America with my second cousin 
Barbara and receiving the marriage certificate for my great grandparents, 
Archibald BALLENTINE and Margaret CAMPBELL. I had ordered this 
online through an Irish website but there were still gaps to fill; 
particularly when had their son, Archibald born 27th July 1876 in County 
Tyrone Ireland, emigrated to Australia and what had happened to him.  
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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My cousin Barbara believed that Archibald had died aged 22 in Australia 
not too long after his arrival. This would have meant his journey took 
place around 1897/8 but there was no evidence to support this.  
 

I found this passenger list for the ‘Everton Grange’  from 1909 which has 
an ‘Arch BALLENTINE’  who disembarked in Sydney New South Wales. 
 

 
As this record did not include his age it was not possible to be sure that 
this was my Archibald. He would have been older than 22 in 1909 but as 
no other possible passenger lists were found more research was needed to 
try to resolve these differences. 
 

When the 1901 census for Ireland became available online the record 
showed that my grandmother Isabella’ s brother, Archibald was still living 
at home on the family farm in Tyrone.  
 

Key:-    * Irish Church:    ^ County Tyrone:   ** Read & Write: 

^^ Unmarried:     �   Irish Language 
 

He definitely hadn’ t died aged 22 and the ‘Everton Grange’  passenger list 
once again became more likely as the date of his emigration.           (contd.) 
 

 

HOUSE 1, CRUCKNAMONA (LOUGHMUCK, TYRONE).  Surname:   BALLENTINE 
Forename Age   Sex Relation 

to Head 
Religion   Birth   Occup. Literacy Marital 

Status 
� 

Margarett 51 F Head I.C.* C.T.^ Farmer R.W.** Widow No 
ARCHABOLD 24 M Son I.C.* C.T.^ Farmer’ s 

Son 
R.W.** U.M.^^ No 

Andy Charles 18 M Son I.C.* C.T.^ Farmer’ s 
Son 

R.W.** U.M.^^ No 

Charlotte E 16 F Daughter I.C.* C.T.^ Scholar R.W.** U.M.^^ No 
Isabella 14 F Daughter I.C.* C.T.^ Scholar R.W.** U.M.^^ No 
Matthew 12 M Son I.C.* C.T.^  R.W.**   
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Recent additions to the Ancestry website of Death Indexes for Australia 
include the following entry; 
 

Name: Archibald Ballantine 
Death Date: 1910 
Death Place: New South Wales 
Father's name: Archibald 
Mother's name: Margaret 
Registration Year: 1910 
Registration 
Place: 

Inverell, New South Wales 

Registration  
Number: 

1810 

 
Further research shows that Inverell is located not too far from the port of 
Sydney and that the earliest known settler and first official licensee of the 
Inverell estate was Alexander CAMPBELL and his descendants 
continued to own the estate up to 1900. Is it possible that the reason why 
Archibald, unlike so many of his brothers and sisters who went to 
America, chose Australia was that he had relatives from his mother’ s 
family already farming in Australia? 
 
My next step is to contact the archives in Inverell to see whether I can 
ascertain more concrete information that will enable me to be sure that 
this is the right Archibald.  
 
You never know I might end up visiting Australia! 

                                                                                        Jenny Mundy 
 
 

WILLIAM GILES EAST (1866 – 1932) - CHAMPION OARSMAN 
(PART 1) 

 

 
I have traced my paternal EAST ancestors back to my 4 x great 
grandparents, John EAST and Sarah SWIFT, who were married in St 
John the Baptist Church, Hillingdon, Middlesex on 24th March 1795.   
Having lived in the area all my life I discovered, much to my surprise, 
that at least three direct line generations plus siblings, were also married 
and baptised at St John’ s Church in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.   
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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By far the most interesting character to emerge from this line of my 
research is William Giles EAST, a great grandson of John and Sarah 
EAST.  He became a renowned oarsman, a Queen’ s Waterman (to Queen 
Victoria) and was appointed King’ s Bargemaster by Edward VII on his 
accession in 1901. 

This article deals with the period from the 
1880s to the 1890s during which time William 
won the Doggett's Coat and Badge Race, as 
well as the Sculling Championship of England 
in 1891, the National Regattas of 1890 and 
1891 (in the pairs and fours) and became a 
Queen's Waterman.   
 
To anyone other than a rowing aficionado, 
William's name will be unknown 
but apparently his status may well have been 
similar to that of David Beckham, Wayne 
Rooney or, perhaps more appropriately, Sir 
Steve Redgrave. 
 
William is pictured here wearing the 
Doggett’ s Coat and Badge which he won in 
1887. 
 

It is difficult to appreciate how popular the sport of sculling was in the 
latter half of the nineteenth century. In competitive rowing, sculling 
means to propel a boat or skiff using two oars (one in each hand); rowing 
on the other hand means propelling the boat with a single oar held by 
both hands.  
 
The sport evolved out of competitions between professional 
watermen. Thousands of people would line the banks of the Thames and 
the Tyne to watch races whilst the head-to-head competitions between 
two scullers regularly attracted tremendous interest.  Newspapers reported 
not only the races, but also details of the rowers' preparations and 
training. Challenges were issued in the Press and championships changed 
hands through challenge matches. Prize money was regularly between 
£200 and £400 for the winner, this at a time when the average annual 
wage was in the order of £50. These professionals were the sporting stars 
of their day and it is interesting to speculate just how great a media 
personality William would have been today.                                    (contd.) 
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The professional sport reached its pinnacle during the 1870s and 1880s 
after which there was a slow decline until the 1920s, by which time 
professional football was becoming established as THE popular sport. 
   

I was fascinated to discover that William appeared 
on an American cigarette card (see left).  In 
1875 the company Allen and Ginter, based in 
Richmond, Virginia, began creating and marketing 
the first cigarette cards for collecting and trading.  
William Giles EAST was featured in their ‘The 
World's Champions’  series during the 1880s and it 
is thought that this card was issued in 1888 when 
William would have been 22 years old.   
 
A mounted specimen appeared for sale on eBay for 
US $34.99, the seller residing in Kentucky.   

 
William's fame had spread far beyond the borders of Great Britain for on 
8th October 1888 William took part in a very strange race in Madison 
Square Garden, in the heart of New York City.   
 

The 7th October ‘New York Sun’  reported:- 
 

‘Just after 12 o'clock tonight, when Monday is five minutes old, three 
strokes will be hit upon a gong and twelve brawny men will start to row 
around the track in Madison Square Garden.  There won't be any water 
and there won't be any boats’ . 
 

 To the uninitiated 
this sounds a rather 
zany proposition 
and it was truly 
marvellous to find 
this picture of a 
‘Waterless’  rowing 
contraption which 
solved the obvious 
problem!  
 

This was the ‘road 
sculler’  or ‘rowing 
tricycle’         (contd.) 
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It was constructed of lightweight iron with a single 20 inch wheel in front 
and two 40 inch wheels in the rear. It employed an intricate system of 
grooved pulleys and axles, and great lengths of wire cable. The operator 
pulled handles in the manner of an oarsman and apparently it was capable 
of speeds of more than 15m.p.h.  Unfortunately I do not know if the 
‘oarsman’  in the photograph is William Giles EAST.  
 
This event was the debut of a new spectator sport involving 12 superstar 
oarsmen. The venue of the new Madison Square Garden meant that the 
rowers were under a single roof, instead of a remote lake, thus it was 
far easier to charge for admission. The race was scheduled to run for six 
days and featured an ‘all-star’  line up of rowers from all over the world. 
Prize money totalling $10,000 was added as an inducement to the glory of 
being crowned unofficial champion of the world.   
 
Within the ‘Garden’  a course was set out, 21 feet wide and divided into 
four lanes; the three inside lanes were for ‘normal’  racing and the outside 
lane was for passing or ‘spurting’ . Arrangements were made should one 
or more of the vehicles break down. 
 
The ‘New York Times’  reported;  
 
‘If a man is dismounted, he may continue the lap afoot and have it 
counted and find another machine awaiting him at the goal’ .  
There seems a disconcerting, not to say rather bizarre, possibility that the 
rowing contest could turn into a race of angry walkers!   
 
However, the ‘New York Sun’  reported; 
 
‘The twelve oarsmen set off upon the first six hours of their sixty amid the 
glare of 35 electric arc lights and some hundreds of gas jets, the blare of 
75 musicians, and the cheers of something more than 7,500 spectators. .’  
 
Everything went perfectly — for about five minutes!  Then at 12.10 a.m. 
the first of the road scullers broke a cable and William experienced a 
similar problem with his machine seconds later. In fact, by the time they 
were fifteen minutes into the race half of the contestants had mechanical 
trouble.  
 
                                                                                              
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Shortly afterwards a pile-up occurred and the ‘New York Sun’  noted that; 
 

‘The possibility of serious injury to some of the racers was at once 
apparent  . . .  and the audience began to take a renewed interest in the 
contest!’    
 

The contestants were less enthusiastic! The race was programmed to run 
for six days with points awarded for each lap completed each day. 
However, plans were altered radically as time went by because the 
scullers ‘did not bargain for such bruising work’ . Two contestants 
collapsed and there was a strong prospect of others following suit, so the 
total racing time for each man was reduced to eight hours daily. William 
was mentioned on several occasions in the considerable coverage of the 
race in the ‘New York Times’ . The contestants all suffered from blisters 
and inflamed skin; some of them wore thick gloves and strapped soft 
cushions to the sliding seat of the roadsculler but;  
 

‘….East took no such precautions……East the rosy-faced youth who 
came from England to compete in the race, having had some experience 
with the tricycle on the other side, began the second day hopefully but 
met with so many mishaps during the first two hours that he left the track 
in disgust with a total score of 44 miles’ .   
 

In fact, poor William continued to be plagued with problems. At one time 
he was in the leading pack of four racers but ‘East had his usual bad luck 
with his machines, meeting with as many accidents as the other three put 
together’ .   
 

The daily prize of $250 went to the oarsman who covered the greatest 
distance and after six days the first prize of $1,500 went to the winner, 
with lesser amounts to the first six finishers. Sadly William finished 
eleventh out of twelve and won no prize money at all. William’ s abilities 
however were not underestimated by the American opposition because in 
1892 a famous American oarsman challenged William to a race.  
 

Wallace Ross, who had also taken part in the 1888 road sculling race, 
issued a formal challenge as reported in the ‘New York Times’  on 20th 
January 1892 :- 
 

‘ROSS WANTS TO ROW AGAIN’  Wallace Ross, the well known 
oarsman, has not taken part in a boat race in some years.  He is, 
however, anxious to take up the sculls again, and, in hope of getting on a 
match, he issued the following challenge today:-                              (contd.) 
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‘Believing that the English oarsmen, William Giles East and George 
Perkins cannot row any faster than I can, and learning that East has just 
defeated Perkins in a race for the single-scull championship of England, I 
hereby challenge East to row me any distance from one mile to five miles, 
either straightaway or with a turn on any course in America that is 
mutually agreed upon for $1,000 a side and the championship of 
England, which title East now holds. 
The race to take place three months from signing articles, Richard K. Fox 
to be final stakeholder and referee.  I will allow East $250 in expenses to 
row in America.  I would go to England to row, but I am under contract 
to train the Staten Island Athletic Club during 1892; consequently I 
cannot do so.  To show I mean business I have deposited $500.  If East is 
eager to race he will send articles of agreement and deposit to cover my 
money, and the match can be speedily arranged’ . 
 
As yet no information has been found to suggest that William Giles 
EAST responded to this challenge but I have material for a second article 
which will carry William’ s story forward.  
                                                                                                     Sue Crane 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
 
 
FEGGETTER! What a funny name! I can still remember my reaction as a 
small boy when my mother told me the maiden surname of her paternal 
grandmother, Catherine. She was, I think, somewhat disconcerted by the 
scorn and disbelief with which I greeted the information. I don't recall that 
the subject was ever broached again but I never forgot it. Consequently, 
when I started to research my maternal ancestry the FEGGETTER line 
was one which I soon found myself investigating. It was, of course, a 
funny name because it was a rare one. 
 
The Office of National Statistics (O.N.S.) surname database lists 108 
occurrences of the surname FAGGETTER and 6 occurrences of the 
surname FEGGETTER. These represent names in use in September 2002.  
 
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Deaths, misspellings and duplications have not been stripped out of this 
database but the experience of O.N.S. is that multiplying these figures by 
0.93 gives a good indication of the living population. This therefore 
suggests a population of between 100 and 101 for FAGGETTER and 
between 5 and 6 for FEGGETTER in 2002. 
  
David Hey, Emeritus Professor of Local and Family History, University 
of Sheffield states as a rule of thumb that, ‘an average of less than 10 
registrations of death in the years between 1842 and 1846 for a given 
surname suggests single family origin’ . In that period there are deaths 
recorded for six FEGGETTERs and one FAGGOTTER, five of them in 
Surrey. 
 
The name is actually a very straightforward occupational surname derived 
from the word faggotter, meaning a gatherer or seller of faggots of wood. 
The earliest appearance of the name occurs in the Surrey Eyre of 1279 as 
Simon le FAGOTTER. The high woodland areas of the Weald of Kent 
and Surrey were at one time the principal source of iron ore in England 
and the woods provided the charcoal which fuelled the bloomeries in 
which the ore was smelted. In addition to charcoal-burning the woodlands 
were also coppiced to provide the hazel wands used to make woven 
hurdles for fencing purposes etc. Charcoal burning and hurdle making 
only just survive today in the woodland areas of the Weald. It is not, 
therefore, in the least surprising that wood-gathering should have been an 
important occupation in the Weald or that the surname FEGGETTER 
would result.  
 
As we have seen FEGGETTER is still a very rare name, such that single 
family origin is likely and all the indications point towards Surrey. Its 
spelling is incredibly variable and within Catherine FEGGETTER’ s own 
immediate family an extraordinary range of spellings is found, including 
FAGGATTER, FAGGETTER, FAGGATTAR, FACKETER and even 
FLACKETER. In Surrey parish registers the range of spellings appears 
limitless. A moment’ s thought will reveal how slippery a name it is to 
render phonetically. (Even the name Agutter could represent a miss-
hearing of Faggetter).  
 
After a very long search I found that my maternal great grandfather, a 
coppersmith, John William BLAKE married Catherine FEGGETTER on 
6th May 1843 at Christchurch, Surrey (near Blackfriars Bridge).  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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She was the daughter of John FEGGETTER, maltster, deceased. The 
search was long because shortly after their marriage they moved to Hull 
where my maternal grandfather, George BLAKE, was born in 1856. All 
of this research was undertaken well before the advent of readily 
accessible data bases available online. Consequently I was mired in 
Yorkshire for many years, before discovering that they had married in 
London and that after my grandfather's birth, they returned to Yorkshire. 
Incidentally, the 1861 London census recorded their names as BLACK 
and I was only able to find them back in London by other means than 
searching a census index (but that's another story). 
 
Catherine's father was called John but the only baptism of a John 
FEGGETTER found anywhere, which might have been his, was that of 
John FEGGETTER (spelt FAGGOTTER), son of William and Ann 
(formerly Ann ADAMS), baptised on the 20th February 1785 at the 
village of Pirbright in Surrey and a little under 30 miles south-west of 
Christchurch. Careful examination of the Pirbright registers did not reveal 
a single subsequent marriage or burial of a John FEGGETTER who could 
be identified with the 1785 baptism. A second baptism, that of  a John 
FAGGOTTER, son of John and Mary, at Godalming, on the 19th 
November 1797, would make him too young to have married, as he did, 
in 1812. In spite of advertising in the Genealogist’ s Magazine and 
extensive searching, no other John FEGGETTER baptismal entry has 
been found anywhere in the seventeen-eighties, other than that at 
Pirbright.  
 
No possible burial entry has been found for John FEGGETTER before 
1837. The only death registration found between 1837 and 1843 is of a 
John FAGGOTTER who died in the Guildford Union Workhouse in 
1842. He was buried at the parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
Godalming, on the 6th July 1842 when his age was given as 89. 
Assuming that this John was the one baptised in Pirbright in 1785, I was 
then able to track his ancestry (using the parish registers) back in 
Pirbright to a William FAGGOTTER and an Ann FLADGATE married 
in 1737. 
 
I strongly suspected that it would be possible to push the line back further 
but I was reluctant to do so in view of my uncertainty about the identity 
of John FEGGETTER.  
                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Catherine’ s father, John, had married Hannah WHEELER at Rotherhithe, 
Surrey, in 1812 and they had eight children of whom Catherine was the 
second child and eldest daughter. Hannah died at Greenwich, aged 46, in 
1834. She would therefore have been born in 1788.  I clearly needed to 
know John FEGGETTER's age at death or burial. 
 
There the matter rested for many years until genealogical logic told me 
that if I could not find John FEGGETTER's death or burial record in 
England they must be somewhere else. I remembered Sherlock Holmes's 
advice ‘if every other explanation is found wanting then you must be 
prepared to investigate the impossible’ . Prompted by such considerations 
and with an idle moment on my hands, of which I have many, I looked at 
the 1841 census of Scotland index online, for John FEGGETTER. Within 
a minute or two I found him, at Wellington Road, Old Machar parish, 
Aberdeen.  
 

John  FEGGETTER Aged 55 Maltman Born England 
Isabella FEGGETTER Aged 45  Born Aberdeen 
Jane FEGGETTER Aged 15  Born England 
Henry FEGGETTER Aged 10  Born England 
Mary McDONALD Aged 7  Born Aberdeen 

 
There can be very little doubt that this is the John FEGGETTER of 
Greenwich, whose wife Hannah, died in 1834, amongst whose 3 youngest 
surviving children were Hannah Jane (born Deptford 9th Feb. 1825) and 
Henry (born Deptford 26th Oct. 1829).  
 
It seemed obvious that following the death of Hannah, John migrated over 
500 miles north to Aberdeen taking his children Hannah Jane and Henry 
with him. He settled in Aberdeen where he followed the same trade of 
maltster as he had in Greenwich. Malt is, of course, the foundation of the 
brewing and malt whisky manufacture of Scotland. The rounding down of 
ages in 1841 meant that John was 55, 56, 57, 58 or 59 and therefore, if 
born in 1785, he would have been 56 years old.  
 
In Scotland he married Isabella SMITH, who came from the parish of 
Lonmay in the Buchan district of Aberdeenshire (1851 census), on 2nd 
September 1836 in the parish of Old Machar by the Rev. James Bryce. On 
this occasion John's name was spelt FIGGITTIR in the register and it is 
unlikely that they were married in a church building.  
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Marriage in the Church of Scotland was not regarded as a sacrament and 
marriages were normally conducted in someone's house. John is described 
in the register as a ‘maltster at Devanha’  (emphasis on the middle syllable) 
which was the name of a well known brewery in Wellington Road, 
Aberdeen. 
 
Once again, cutting a long story short, I was able to track the descendants 
of John FEGGETTER (whose date of death or burial I have never found) 
via his son Henry, from Aberdeen to Dundee, then across the border to 
England and Newcastle. John FEGGETTER did not survive to the 1851 
census and therefore his parish of origin was unrecorded. I wondered if it 
was possible that his Newcastle descendants might retain some knowledge 
or tradition about where he was born. I wrote to Dr. Jeremy FEGGETTER, 
a consultant urologist living in Newcastle outlining what I knew and the 
purpose of my enquiry. You can do this sort of thing with FEGGETTERs 
because you know they are related. Not only did Dr. FEGGETTER 
confirm that the family was believed to originate in Pirbright but he sent 
me a long and convincing family tree compiled by a Northumberland 
genealogist called Fiona Mitford which recorded John FEGGETTER as 
baptised at Pirbright in 1785 and as a maltman of Aberdeen. Like me 
Fiona could not find any other John fitting the bill. Such was the rarity of 
the name she was confident that there were simply no other contenders. 
The oldest ancestor of Catherine FEGGETTER on her tree was a yeoman 
farmer in Pirbright called Richard who made his will on the 7th May 1573. 
That same Richard appeared at the head of a five generation extension of 
the family tree back from the one I had constructed which ended (or 
began) in 1737. This extension was part of a very large family tree for the 
FEGGETTERs drawn up by Jonathan Foster of Pirbright and a very 
knowledgeable local historian with whom I had been in contact earlier. 
With one minor discrepancy Fiona Mitford and Jonathan Foster had 
reached exactly the same conclusions. When two experienced genealogists 
work entirely independent of each other, not even aware of the other's 
existence, produce the same family tree (part of which I had already 
confirmed back to 1737) then one can have great confidence in their 
results.  
 
Why was such confidence achievable and why was the tree of such great 
length? This is a question that will be answered in a second article in a 
later journal. 
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                   Arthur Dark 
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ARE FAMILY PHOTO ALBUMS OUTDATED? 
 

 
There are not many 
families without a 
collection of old and 
precious photographs 
usually stored in musty 
old albums. Certainly the 
older sepia pictures may 
be faded and quite fragile 
but even the more modern 
photographs may have 
creases where they have 
been kept in a wallet or 
pocket. The albums in 

which they may be kept are often in a poor condition offering little 
protection to the contents. 
 
These were my thoughts the other day when I started to scan these 
precious items into my computer with a view to transferring them to disc 
where they would be safe from further deterioration. The albums and 
photos were too fragile to stand the sort of handling they receive on 
special family occasions, anniversaries or when the family talked about 
our ancestors’  lives. The time was drawing near when this situation 
couldn't be allowed to continue and the obvious answer was to transfer 
the pictures to disc. 
 
But then I began to question the merits of having them on disc as opposed 
to the handling and viewing of the original photos themselves. An actual 
photograph from say 1890 (probably sepia, perhaps frayed at the edges) 
to my mind conveys so much more and enables the viewer to experience 
and feel a sentimental closeness with the subject. There may be other 
emotional attachments to that particular photo that only handling it could 
satisfy.  

 
There is also an advantage in having the pictures in an album because 
each person can linger over any that they find interesting whilst others are 
looking at other photos. 
                                                                                                           (contd.)                                                                       
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Contrast this with a recent experience I had when family members 
recently back from holiday were eager to show their holiday photos, 
taken of course on a digital camera, which had been downloaded to their 
lap-top computer. Dutifully, we all crowded around the screen six heads 
all trying to get a good view at once! Viewing at an angle was not very 
satisfactory. The photos were well nigh perfect but lacked a certain 
‘feeling’  and we couldn't actually touch them. It is a similar situation 
when the old photos are put on disc and shown on the computer – they 
just don't have that original or tactile feeling.  
 
As an alternative to viewing on the computer the disc could be seen via 
the television set but here again I present similar argument, it may be 
alright for holiday snaps and general photos but not for me when it comes 
to those “oldies”. 
 
There is though an advantage in favour of the discs. They can be burned 
on to other blank discs which makes it easy to send to friends and 
relations so that they can enjoy the photos as well. Of course they could 
do the same for you with their pictures. 
 
So, I will be scanning in all those photos and the discs will be stored in a 
safe place. Will I bring them out when we next chat about relations and 
events of days and times past with the family?  I feel the computer is so 
impersonal that the decision has been made for me - I doubt if I will.  
 
For myself, when I bring out the old albums I go back in time and re-live 
the moments of the past. The discs will remain untouched! 
 

                                                                                        John Bridger 
 
 
 

IS THIS MY MOTHER? 
 
 

My mother was born Irene Emily SMITH at number 5 Overstone Road, 
Hammersmith on the 27th June 1917. She attended St. John’ s Church 
School, Hammersmith. On Bank Holidays or Half Term the school would 
take the children out to the countryside (Eastcote) as a treat. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Eastcote was mainly fields and farmland in the 1920s with a few large 
buildings providing cream teas and entertainment such as see-saws, 
swings, swing-boats, donkey rides, ice cream etc. 
 
The train would arrive at Eastcote Halt (underground station) and the 
excited children would run up the stairs. A moment such as this was 
captured on film in a picture from the book ‘Ruislip Past’ .  
 
The reason I write this is because my mother always said she came to 
Eastcote as a schoolgirl. I have a photograph of my mother at that time 
and she seems to be wearing the same clothes as one of the girls in the 
picture. 
 

            So the question is   — 

          
         Detail A                     Detail B 
               Is this my mother?  
 

         
         A                      B  
 
 The ‘A’  pictures appear in ‘Metro Memories’  by Dennis Edwards and Ron Pigram.  
 
If it could be proved that the children came from St. John’ s Church 
School I would be 90% certain it was my mother. 
 
The school was destroyed in an air raid in World War II and as my 
mother passed away in December 2008, I am unable to verify the story. 
 
  

                                                                                     David Shefford 
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CONVICTED OF ATTEMPTED MURDER 
 

In 1954 when I was eight years old my father died and as his parents were 
already dead I had little knowledge or contact with my father's side of the 
family. In my teens my mother had mentioned that when she was courting 
my father (c 1930) she remembered him taking her to see his Uncle Walter 
who had a funny little shop in the East End of London. 
 
More than forty years later I decided to research this Uncle Walter and his 
shop. The prime candidate was my paternal grandmother's brother Walter 
John ABEL (1882-1962). I located the index entry for his death and ordered a 
copy of the certificate which confirmed that he died age 80, was a shop 
keeper and that he lived at 370A Romford Road, Forest Gate, London E.7. 
After an inquest the cause of death was given as Carbon Monoxide poisoning.  
 
This called for a visit to Stratford, East London in order to check for reports 
in local newspapers of the period. I also wanted to confirm the shop address 
and to see if the shop still existed.  
 
I located the newspaper article but was stunned to read the headline 
‘MURDER BID MAN DIES’ . It seemed that Walter died in a fire at his 
shop so after reading the article I quickly changed my plans to encompass 
this new avenue of research. References to this ‘Murder Bid’  indicated that 
it took place approximately two years earlier. A further search of the 
newspaper back issues revealed several articles dealing with the attempted 
murder and the subsequent trial. I have included copies of the Stratford 
Express articles but it must be appreciated that they are copies of copies and 
as such their sharpness leaves much to be desired.  
 
The first, under the headline ‘Man, 78, tried to kill wife’ , was dated 14th 
October 1960 and reports that Walter was remanded in custody for eight 
days. He was charged with ‘wounding his wife Ada Abel, 60, with intent to 
murder her’ . In court Walter appeared with bandaged wrists.  
 
The article continues with a brief description of what happened: ‘shortly 
before 8.00 a.m. on Sunday Mrs. Abel rushed into the police station. She 
was in her night clothes and wounds on her head were streaming blood. She 
was carrying a hatchet’ .  Walter was found at home ‘near the sink and was 
bleeding from both wrists’ . He said ‘I wanted to finish her off and then 
myself. It would have saved a lot of trouble’ .   
                                                                                                                  (contd.) 
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Walter was sent for trial to the Old Bailey where he offered as an 
explanation for his actions ‘I was worried what would happen to my wife if I 
was to die before her’ . After Ada had given her evidence Walter was 
‘committed to Brixton Prison until he could enter Runwell Mental Hospital’ . 
However he was not there for long as he was out and running the shop again 
when his wife died in 1961. The irony is that he made his attack in the belief 
that, at 18 years her senior, he was worried he would pre-decease his wife. 
 
I checked old electoral registers which proved that Walter took over the 
shop in 1926 and that the police station was next door at 370. Soon after his 
death in 1962 the police station was demolished (re-sited to 360) and 
replaced with a block of flats. I decided to visit the Romford Road and I 
found the shop still there but it was now a closed down veterinary practice. 
 
The newspaper articles mention that the shop was a Health Food store which 
is confirmed by Walter’ s ‘Rank or Profession’  on his wedding certificate.  

 
Was this why my mother found the shop ‘strange’ , as it must have seemed 
back in the 1930s?  
 
The various articles mention that Walter was a conscientious objector during 
World War I and they carry quotes that his actions were ‘out of character’  
because he was a ‘gentle man’ . This may have resulted in the leniency of his 
sentence.    
 

Ada May Muriel ABEL died 20th December 1961 (aged 61), cause coronary 
thrombosis/hypertension after a post mortem but no inquest. Walter John 
ABEL died 22nd November 1962 (aged 80), cause carbon monoxide 
poisoning… . ‘Accidental’ . I wonder though if he actually committed suicide 
as his brother had done 30 years earlier?                                                (contd.) 

    



 
Hillingdon Family History Society                 23                                         March 2012 
 

14/10/1960                                                        21/10/1960             

       STRATFORD EXPRESS ARTICLES 

          2/12/1961                    Mick outside the shop 

30/11/1962                                                                       

                                                                         

 

              

                                                                            

                                                                                    

                   

 

 

  

                                                        

                                                                                                          Mick Lester 
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AGE UK - HILLINGDON 60 + FAIR  
 

We attended the Age 
UK 60 + Fair held on 
11th October 2011 in 
the Pavilions Mall, 
Uxbridge. Much 
interest was shown in 
the society and our 
book stall once again 
did some business. 
Our site was manned 
by Pat Reynolds, Joy 
Higgs and Valerie 
Fitch. 

We were pleased when the Mayor, Councilor Mary O’ Connor, paid us a 
visit. Help was provided for anyone wanting to track down ancestors by 
Lesley and Doug Adams and the person trying to look intelligent on the 
computer, Alan Rowland.                                                      Alan Rowland 

FAMILY HISTORY FAIR, BRACKNELL 
 

We had an enjoyable day at 
the Family History Fair at 
Bracknell on 29th January 
where we had good 
conversations with many 
people who showed interest 
in our area and in visiting 
our Research Centre.  We 
sold quite a few of our books 
and old Family Tree 
Magazines which had been 
donated by members. 

 
 

NEWSPAPER ARCHIVES 
 
At the end of last year you may well have heard about the opening of the 
new British Newspaper Archive web site which can be found at; 
www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/                                            (contd.) 
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The aim is to digitise the British Library newspaper collection, but this 
will take some time to complete. This subscription based site already has 
a wide range of searchable titles including one, the ‘Bucks Herald’ , with a 
number of reports covering the Hillingdon area. New titles and dates 
continue to be added.  
 
What you may not know is that another site ‘19th Century British 
Newspapers’  http://newspapers11.bl.uk/blcs/ has been available for 
some time. This boasts fewer titles, mostly regional or national, and is 
also a subscription site although it is available through some libraries. 
Unfortunately at present this does not include Hillingdon but you are able 
as a bona fide personal researcher to register at the Wellcome Library in 
London, and once registered you will be able to access this site and others 
from home http://library.wellcome.ac.uk/ There is some overlap on 
coverage between the sites but it is worth checking both for any notable 
records of your family.  
 
Finally don’ t forget to also check the Times Digital Archive which is 
available through the Hillingdon Online Reference Library, 
http://libraries.hillingdongrid.org/eservices/einfo.php  
and other libraries including Wellcome. 

 
ENGLAND’S CEDAR TREES � THE STORY CONTINUES 

 
Following her article in the December 2011 edition, Barbara Nield 
continued to research the cedar tree that once stood in the garden of the 
Cedars, Hillingdon. 
 

I found this item in ‘The Trees and Shrubs of Britain’  by John Claudius 
Loudon;   
‘Samuel Reynardson, Esq., resided at an ancient house, called the Cedar 
House, from the celebrated cedar which grew in the garden.  This cedar 
was planted by Reynardson, who resided at Hillingdon from 1678 till his 
death in 1721.  This tree was probably one of the first that were planted 
in England. The Reverend Lightfoot measured it in 1779 (see details of in 
HFHS Journal No. 96).  It was cut down in 1789, in consequence of one 
of the branches being broken off by a high wind.  It produced 460 ft. of 
timber, 6 3/4 loads of stack wood, and 125 faggots.  It was sold to a 
carpenter for 10l(£10), and he retailed it for 22l. 17s(£22-17s)’ . (Lysons). 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I read on and found that the carpenter was 
probably one Daniel Lovett of Denham, Bucks, 
who in 1766 was a Master in the Register of 
Duties paid for Apprenticeship Indentures. The 
timber was purchased from him by Benjamin 
Way, Esq., of Denham Place and the late Lady 
Ducie (then Mrs. Child), nee Sarah Jodrell. 
 
Benjamin Way Esq. 1740 –1808 
 
J.C. Loudon’ s book details many trees and 

shrubs introduced into Britain, and where they were planted.  It mentions 
the red cedar, one of nine plants introduced between 1658 and 1683.  The 
book is accessible on line for any members wishing to read further 
interesting details. 
 
 
                                                                                               Barbara Nield 
 
 

A TALK � AN ANCESTOR IN THE NAPOLEONIC WARS 
 
 
Our Chairman Ian Harvey gave the talk at the October 2011 meeting. He 
chose as his subject one of his ancestors who took part in the Napoleonic 
wars and how this resulted in him featuring in the magazine Medal News.   
 
Ian’ s objective from the start was to show how, with a little (or lot) of 
luck it is possible to paint a pretty detailed picture of an ancestor at this 
point in history and he illustrated his talk with all the various sources that 
he used for his research.  A list of these sources is included at the bottom 
of this article. 
 
Starting with the enigma of a middle name (James) that has been adopted 
in the HARVEY family for nearly a hundred years, an internet query led 
to a Troop Sergeant Major called James HERVEY who served in the 15th 
or King’ s Hussars for 20 years and fought not just in the Peninsular war 
but also at Waterloo. 
  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Ian managed to get a copy of James’  discharge paper (see below), 
unfortunately it is nearly impossible to read the form so we have 
transcribed the information from the document. Incidentally, HERVEY is 
pronounced the same as HARVEY – as in Hertfordshire! 
 
The outcome of all this research was that Ian was eventually put in touch 
with a medal collector who owned TSM James Hervey’ s Waterloo medal.  
A vigorous exchange of correspondence resulted in this medal collector 
writing up the whole story which subsequently appeared in an edition of 
Medal News. 
 
Winding up his talk Ian hoped that some of the sources used would prove 
useful to other members of the Society as they research their military 
ancestors from this period.   
 
He also pointed out that the range of sources used were readily accessible 
to Society members – no major specialist research was required.   
 
He concluded with an epilogue – but you needed to have been there on 
the night!   
 
Sources Used:  The Internet, Family Papers, www.familysearch.org 
Family & Population Society (1999) 
Hertfordshire Militia Lists – Herts.  
15th or King’ s Light Dragoons Website  www.xvld.org/index.html 
International Genealogical Index                       
Society of Genealogists, Parish Register Transcriptions               
www.sog.org.uk/index.shtml 
 ‘A Short History of the 15th/19th Royal Hussars’ , Major J.S.F. Murray 
(1964). 
‘Hertfordshire Examinations’  John Hill, Hertfordshire Family History 
Society (2004). 
15th/19th Hussars Museum Trust (Newcastle) 
 www.armymuseums.org.uk  and    www.lightdragoons.org.uk 
 ‘Hertfordshire Monumental Inscriptions’ , Hertfordshire Family History 
Society (2004). 
Death Certificate, Post Card, Miscellaneous Napoleonic military data 
from a medal enthusiast. 
Medal News      
www.tokenpublishing.com  
Dix Noonan Webb Auction Catalogue www.dnw.co.uk                   (contd.) 
 
 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society                 28                                         March 2012 
 

 
 



 
Hillingdon Family History Society                 29                                         March 2012 
 

Transcription of the Statement of Service form (see above), items in 
italics indicate hand written information; 

 

 
HIS MAJESTY'S 

15th (?) Kings Regiment of Hussars 
Whereof  

Field Marshal His Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland KG. is Colonel. 
 

These are to Certify 
 
I. Age and Enlistment. 

 That James Hervey born in the parish of Cheshunt in or near 
the   Town of Cheshunt in the County of Herts. was enlisted for 
the aforesaid Regiment at Hertford in the County of Herts. on 
the 18th Day of September 1801 at the Age of Twenty for Active 
Service. 

II. Service. 
 That he hath served in the Army for the space of Twenty years 

and 64 Days after the Age of Eighteen, according to the 
subjoined.   
 

IN WHAT CORPS  15th Hussars, Waterloo. 
PERIOD OF SERVICE 18th September 1801 to 20th August 
1821 
SERJEANT MAJOR 8 Years, 121 Days 
Qt. MAST. SERJEANT 0 Years 
SERJEANT 5 Years, 310 Days 
CORPORAL 1 Year, 327 Days 
TRUMPETER OR 0 Years 
DRUMMER 
PRIVATE 4 Years, 36 Days 
SERVICE PRIOR to 
EIGHTEEN to be 0Years 
DEDUCTED 
TOTAL SERVICE 20 Years, 64 Days 
  2 Years Waterloo 
GRAND TOTAL 22 Years, 64 Days 

 

 
 
                                                                                                            (contd.)     
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III. Authority and Cause of Discharge. 
 THAT by Authority of The Commander in Chief dated 6th 
August 1821. HE IS HEREBY DISCHARGED in consequence 
of a reduction in the establishment and diseased kidneys which 
he has laboured under for two years, continued in service, 
which incapacitated him from further service in the cavalry. 

IV.  Not disqualified for Pension. 
 THAT he is not to my knowledge incapacitated by the 

Sentence of a General Court Martial from receiving a pension. 
V. Character &c.&c.&c.  
 THAT his general conduct as a Soldier has been very good in 

the different stations of his Military Service. 
VI. Settlement of all Demands. 
 THAT he has received all just Demands of Pay, Clothing, &c., 

from his Entry into the Service to the date of his discharged, as 
appears by his Receipt underneath. 

VII. Acknowledgement of the Settlement of all Demands. 
 I James Hervey do hereby acknowledge that I have received all 

my Clothing, Pay, Arrears of Pay, and all just Demands 
whatsoever, from the time of my Entry into the Service to the 
time of this Discharge. 

  
 Certified (unreadable signatured)            Signature of  James 

Hervey 
 Commanding the Troop or Company.      the Soldier. 
VIII. Description &c. &c. &c. 
 TO prevent any improper use being made of this Discharge, by 

falling into other Hands, the following is a Description of the 
said James Hervey. 

 He is about 40 Years of Age, is five Feet 6½  Inches in height, 
Brown Hair, Grey Eyes, Fair Complexion, and by Trade or 
Occupation a Labourer. 

 
Under my Hand, and the Seal of the Regiment, at York this 22 Day of 
August 1821 
                    Signature of the Commanding Officer (unreadable 
signature) 
 
Horse Guards 28th August 1821, confirmed (unreadable signature).         
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A TALK � OUR ANCESTORS SUPERSTITIONS  
 
 
Our speaker on 17th November 2011 was Hugh Granger who provided an 
entertaining insight into the origin and perpetuation of popular 
superstitions and beliefs.  
 

Hugh began by saying that if you look at the definition of superstitions in 
a modern dictionary you find ‘these are the false and deluded beliefs of 
the ignorant’  however if you were to look up the same word in a 
dictionary from 150 years ago you get a very different perspective 
‘superstitions are the ideas and customs left over from previous religions’  
which he reckoned to be a far more accurate description. 
 

Our ancestors tried desperately to find explanations for everything around 
them with the result that there are thousands of beliefs some of which 
strike us as quite bizarre. Hugh thought that Stone Age people believed 
unusual events, such as the eclipse of the sun or moon and the passage of 
a comet across the heavens, were significant and an omen of some great 
misfortune approaching. Even now interests in things such as astrology or 
following ‘your stars’  are really only superstitions.  
 

He then quoted several odd beliefs concerning how to know who your 
spouse would be and how to ensure that the object of your desire would 
be smitten by the use of some potion or incantation. It was essential that 
these rituals were carried out at midnight on mid-summer eve so in any 
reasonable sized village with a number of single young girls/women that 
night must have been very busy with all the placing of signs, potions and 
spell chanting. 
 

Even an every day chore like the changing of a bed was unsafe if carried 
out by three people for one of the three was sure to die within a year and 
in Oxford if a bat flew round a house three times in darkness then 
someone in the house would die within twelve months.  
  
The Druids being the high priests of the prevalent religion had to find 
sensible sounding answers to the queries raised by the populace. They 
explained the existence of ‘fairy rings’  in fields as ‘being left by the 
fairies as they danced by the light of the full moon’  but as we now know 
they are in fact mushrooms or toad stools emanating from the central 
body hidden in the ground.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Some superstitious ideas such as ‘the evil eye’  are almost universal. For 
example males in Turkey wear a small pendant in the form of a glass eye 
under their shirts as protection. It was believed that the ubiquitous evil 
could cause crops to fail, animals to die and the death of people; the only 
protection for the latter was to carry a small bottle of holy water from the 
font. If eating a meal you could throw a pinch of salt over your left 
shoulder with your right hand, make the sign of the cross or spit on the 
floor. Horse brasses were used to protect a horse from the evil eye. 
Originally made of bronze by the Druids they incorporated magical 
shapes including the outline of an oak tree (their God), an oak leaf, stars, 
moon and the sun. When at work in the fields a farmer would put one 
‘brass’  on his horse but if he went to town for a fair or market day he 
would deck the beast with as many as he could as protection for this most 
valuable of his possessions from anyone in the crowd who might have the 
evil eye. 
 
At sometime in the past somebody found that by cutting a small square of 
willow bark from a tree and holding to the forehead a headache could be 
eased. It took science many years to discover that willow bark exudes 
soluble aspirin. 
 
Druid ideas have made it through to the twenty first century – ‘touch 
wood’  harks back to a time when an oath would be sworn with one hand 
held against an oak tree. If you broke your word retribution would follow 
for, as we have seen, this tree was the God of the druids.  
 
A page torn from a bible buried under the flagstone or mat at each 
entrance to a dwelling would prevent entry by any burglar.  
 
Originally known as charm wands, glass ‘walking sticks’  were not used 
to aid walking. They date from the early 19th century and have a great 
number of coloured glass spirals in their construction. They usually rested 
between two nails above the entrance to a house. The theory was that if a 
witch, demon or villain came to your home in the dark they would be 
unable to move until they had correctly counted the number of coloured 
spirals in the charm wand. As you cannot see colours in the dark they 
would be rooted to the spot until daybreak when they would be driven off 
by fear of discovery.  
 

Was this actually a marketing ploy of a manufacturer of glass? 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Love and marriage superstitions have always been popular. One method 
was to pluck a sage leaf from a tree growing in the garden each time the 
church clock bell chimed at midnight on mid - summer eve. The first 
person you met next morning would become your lover and eventually 
your husband.  
 
Brides on their way to the altar were advised not to enter the church 
grounds by way of the lych gate as this was associated with death and 
coffins. Once inside all had to be on guard for if the best man dropped the 
wedding ring it meant bad luck, if it rolled away from the altar the 
marriage would fail and should the bride or the groom drop the ring and it 
stopped on a tomb then the couple should make out their wills before 
leaving the church. 
 
Magical powers were ascribed to plants. One such was the peony, named 
after the mythical Greek God of healing Paeos, which was believed to 
cure all manner of diseases and conditions. Recently a completed 
extensive research programme, including human trials, found that the 
peony was found to contain a useful drug which has since been isolated 
and is now in use.  
 
As can be gauged from this summary Hugh’ s talk was full of interesting 
anecdotes and information. From the questions he fielded afterwards it 
was obvious that many of the audience had experienced some of his 
superstitions in their childhood. A very enjoyable evening was had by all. 
 

                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
 
 
 

A TALK � FAMILY HISTORY SOURCES  
ON THE INTERNET: AN UPDATE  

 
 
Our January talk was given by John Symons who presented an update of 
the internet sources Family Search and Ancestry. John was also able to 
take questions from the floor during his presentation and demonstrate via 
the internet typical search techniques.  
 
There follows a summary of his talk; 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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www.familysearch.org  This is a free access site from the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints which has many recent changes for 
family history research. Most importantly a completely new and updated 
site has been created and if you are familiar with the existing site you will 
be invited to try the new site. Both have the same web address as above. 
 
The old site still boasts a good range of records, notably the International 
Genealogical Index (IGI) and census indexes for Great Britain, USA and 
Canada. Most of these records, but possibly not all, have been moved to 
the new site where they have been enhanced by the addition of a variety 
of new records including, for example, burials which never appeared in 
the IGI. In many cases they are supplemented by images of some of the 
records making the site even more useful.  
 
The new site is still very much a work in progress. There is a wide variety 
of records to search and you can filter results in different ways. 
Unfortunately the new site lacks some of the features in the earlier ‘Pilot 
Site’ , now withdrawn, for example the ability to add parents’  names to 
baptism searches. Moreover if you browse through the individual 
datasets, which is well worth doing, you will find many of these have not 
been indexed and so will not appear in search results.  
 
There are far more records on the site than is apparent from the indexed 
results and many of these non-indexed records feature images of the 
records. So if you know from other sources that an ancestor came from a 
specific area you are really missing out if you don’ t use the browse option 
to look for records. For example counties like Cornwall and Norfolk have 
a wide range of non-indexed parish records. Indeed I came across an 
entry for a Norfolk baptism from the indexes which stated ‘No Image 
Available’  but when I went to the non-indexed Norfolk Baptisms and 
browsed by place and date, sure enough there was the image. 
 
Whatever niggles we may have with the site, most of the records are 
freely accessible (except for a few which, after a free index, link back to a 
commercial site for the image). These international records which now 
fall into many categories with regular new additions make it a type of 
genealogical treasure house. For these reasons it is well worth persevering 
to understand what is available in order to get the best from the site. I am 
sure that FamilySearch will keep its position as a prime genealogical 
internet resource. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Ancestry This commercial site continues to expand its wide range of 
records available for research. Their content is far too large to do justice 
to here, but when searching for records in London and surrounding 
counties I find the most useful are these: 
 
‘London Parish Records’  cover the City of London, the old county of 
Middlesex (including of course our home turf), and parts of the counties 
of Surrey and Kent which were subsequently swallowed by London. The 
marriage registers are especially useful because if you find a marriage in 
the period 1837 to 1921 this will negate the need to buy the certified 
marriage certificate from the General Register Office. There is patchy or 
non-existent coverage of Westminster where the original records are held 
by Westminster Archives. 
 
Much more recently London Electoral Registers have been added. These 
also have the potential to be very useful, but at the time of writing I 
haven’ t had the opportunity to explore the coverage in detail, so will 
return to this theme at a later date. 
 
Last year also saw the introduction of the National Probate Calendars. 
These are indexed scans of some of the books now held at First Avenue 
House in Holborn covering most of the period from 1860 – 1941, missing 
the first years of national registration and of course all the period from 
1942. As many of you will know these are more than indexes to wills and 
administrations, they give details of executors, date of death, address, etc. 
The most valuable tool, not previously available, is the facility to search 
by a date of death. The physical books are arranged by date of probate 
which may be some years after the date of death. If you find a will, this 
can be ordered by post for £6. 
 
Again not especially new but a feature I find useful is the ‘UK City and 
County Directories’ , a collection of trade directories from many counties 
in England. In the Research Room we hold many of the local directories 
on CD, some not on available on Ancestry, but the value of the Ancestry 
data is the ability to search by name and county. 
 
The 1911 census is in the process of being added but at present does not 
cover all counties, although London itself is now available for searching. 
The full census is of course available on FindMyPast and elsewhere. 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 
This is the first journal of the New Year 
so to all members who paid their 
subscriptions early – many thanks (even 
though some were without renewal 
forms)! The membership total for 2011 
was 259; this is down on the previous 
year so we must try to encourage more 
people to join this year. 

 
Thank you also for all the lovely Christmas Cards and letters of 
appreciation addressed both to me and the committee. An extra thank you 
must also go to all those who made donations to the Society during 2011. 
 
Best wishes to you all for 2012. 
                                                                                         Patricia Reynolds 
 
WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
C68 Mr. Anthony Clayton 
Email: clayabc1@aol.com 

17 Jessop Road, Colehill, 
Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 2HW 

C69 Mr. Alan Chapman 
Email:  
alanj.chapman@virginmedia.com  

6 Mead Way, Ruislip, Middlesex.  
HA4 7QW 

H86 Mrs. Joan Marie Harding 
 

Cornerfields, Hollybush Lane, Denham, 
Uxbridge, Middlessex. UB9 4HB 

L44 Mr. Anthony Leonard 48 Copthall Lane, Chalfont St. Peter, 
Bucks. SL9 0DJ 

P71 Mrs. Ann Louise Pike Little Paddock, South View Road, 
Pinner Hill, Middlesex. HA5 3YA 

P72 Mrs. Janet Puddicombe 28 Hetherington Way, Ickenham, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 8AT 

S81 Mr. Roger Strain 
Email: 
rogandmarg@blueyonder.co.uk 

78 Bushey Close, Ickenham, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 8JU 

S82 Mrs. Margaret Strain 
Email: 
rogandmarg@blueyonder.co.uk 

78 Bushey Close, Ickenham, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 8JU 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.)              
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RESIGNATIONS FROM THE SOCIETY 
 
 
G35 Mr. John Gilkison 4 Applegarth, Carr Hall, Barrowford, 

Nelson, Lancs. BB9 6RR 
L36 Mrs. Veronica Lamb 339 Victoria Road, Ruislip, 

Middlesex. HA4 0DS  
P51 Mr. Gordon Prebble 
Email: prebble@toucansurf.com 

4 Eastglade, Northwood, 
Middlesex. HA6 3LD  

S29 Mr. Eric Silvester 35 The Grove, Ickenham, 
Middlesex. UB10 8QJ 

S30 Mrs. Jennifer Silvester 
Email: eric.silvester@mac.com 

35 The Grove, Ickenham, 
Middlesex. UB10 8QJ 

S70 Mrs. Caroline Speechley 63 Park Road, Uxbridge, 
Middlesex. UB8 1NN 

 
 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS/EMAIL 
 
C13 Mrs. Margaret Clarke 
Email: cclarke2003@yahoo.co.uk 

25 Greenbirch Close, Kempshott, 
Hants. RG22 5JL 

 
 

 
MEMBERS INTERESTS 

 
H83 Mrs. Jill Hammond, 116 Park Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB8 1NP 
 

BUTLER MDX ICKENHAM ALL DATES 
BUTLER MDX MAIDA VALE ALL DATES 
BUTLER MDX NEASDEN ALL DATES 
BUTLER MDX UXBRIDGE ALL DATES 
BUTLER MDX WILLESDEN ALL DATES 
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HELP LINE REQUEST 
 

HELP WANTED! I have found that my ancestors came from Hillingdon 
— Yiewsley and Uxbridge as far back as c1760. My uncle five times 
removed was William CLAYTON, he owned the Anchor Beer House in 
Yiewsley for the best part of the 19th century. 
 
I would be very pleased to hear from anyone who is tracing the 
CLAYTONs in this area, they seem to be quite prolific and if anyone has 
information about the Anchor I would also be pleased to hear from them. 
C68 Mr. Anthony Clayton,  
7 Jessopp Road, Colehill, Wimborne, Dorset. BH21 2HW  
Email: clayabc1@aol.com 
 
 
 

YORKSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY FAIR 
 
 

Yorkshire Family History Society will hold their Fair on Saturday 30th 
June 2012 at the York Racecourse, Knavesmire Exhibition Centre from 
10.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. There will be a Cafeteria and all the usual stalls 
normally associated with a major event will be there. Admission £4.50 
Free car parking.   Further Details From:- 
Mr. A. Sampson, I Oxgang Close, Redcar, Cleveland, TS10 4ND, U.K. 
Tel:- 07583 203190  www.yorkshirefamilyhistoryfair.com 
 
 
 

WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
Regular meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each month 
at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow and start at 7.45 p.m. 
Meetings include talks on aspects of family or local history.  
Their programme for 2012 is; 
 
19 April, Reading Old Handwriting, Marie Alderman 
17 May, Adventures of the London Co-operative Society, Stefan Dickers 
21 June, Freemasonry and Family History, Diane Clements 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others. Local investigations involving the London Borough 
of Hillingdon and its nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to 
those sources detailed in ‘Family History in Hillingdon’  obtainable from 
the society, price £1.50p. 
  
Additionally, the Society is now prepared to extend searches to the 
London Metropolitan Archives and the Public Record Office at Kew. 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
 
The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc. Those wanting to make 
use of this service should be specific as to their requirements and should 
indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure they are willing to incur. It 
must be appreciated that in a number of cases a negative answer may 
result for which a charge will still have to be made.   
 
 
 

HELP LINE � BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 
 
 
In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
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A day-to-day catalogue of dreadful deeds, 
brutal murders and strange occurrences 
from Georgian London. The Georgian era 
was perhaps one of the most shocking, 
gory, vice-ridden and downright surprising 
in the capital’ s history. From the anaconda 
attack at the Tower of London to the 
decapitated head in the churchyard of St 
Margaret’ s in Westminster, A Grim 
Almanac of Georgian London explores the 
lurid history of the capital with tales that 
will terrify, disgust and delight visitors 
and residents alike. With a macabre and 
often bloody tale for every day of the year, 
Graham Jackson & Cate Ludlow delve 
into the most grisly tales that eighteenth 
and nineteenth century London has to 
offer.  
 

Over 366 famous murders explored— along with all manner of strange 
events and horrible happenings. Includes over 100 rare illustrations from 
true-crime publications of the age. �Available from all good bookshops, 
Amazon or The History Press Direct Sales, 01235465500  
www.thehistorypress.co.uk  
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Ann Evans has a large collection of original documents many of which 
may be of interest to researchers of ancestors with a Middlesex 
connection. These documents, part of a large box of historical documents, 
are surplus to her requirements and she is offering them for sale. Contact 
Ann for details, email   family.history.documents@hotmail.co.uk 

 
�

Mick Southwick suggests a look at British & Irish Genealogy blog site 
www.bi-gen.blogspot.com might prove a useful resource and he has a 
number of publications for sale see:–  
www.localandfamilyhc.com and 
www.historymick.weebly.com/publications-1.html 

 
  
We have also received a reminder from ABM Publishing that their 
magazine ‘Family Tree’  is available on subscription by direct debit at a 
price per copy of £3.15 – a saving of over 30%.  
 
To order call 0800 612 8377, alternatively the magazine can be purchased 
in digital format for as little as £1.99 from the Appstore at:- 
 

www.pocketmags.com use their app icon (see below): 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 
postage and packing (see below). 
 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 
St. Mary’ s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
St. Martin’ s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 
St. John’ s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 
  
THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 
St. Mary’ s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Martin’ s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 
 
Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 65p 
 For airmail to overseas addresses… ..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com 
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 ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 
 

Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 
monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 
authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 
have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 
of interest. Visitors are always welcome at the monthly meetings 
(entrance £1.00). Doors open 7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 
Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 
Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 
1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 
growing collection of source material including census records, parish 
records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 
print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 
of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 
meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 
good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 
Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 
sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 
and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 
our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 
large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain and 
overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids and 
background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 
meeting dates all of which take place at:  

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

 

The annual membership is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 
same address), £12 (Europe, individual), £14 (Rest of the World 
individual). N.B. For overseas members if the journal is emailed in pdf 
format then the Europe and Rest of the World rates are reduced to £10.     
 

For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 
20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442.   
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 
 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 
of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor and is open one 
morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 
at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 
or open the Research Room during August.
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                GREATER LONDON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
     Nine ancient Middlesex parishes were    

     incorporated into the new London  

     Borough of Hillingdon :     

     Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

     Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon,    

     Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton           

 

LONDON BOROUGH OF                The original records and registers 
HILLINGDON                                    for these parishes are now kept at: 
                                                               London Metropolitan Archives, 
                                                               40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell            
                                                               London. EC1R 0HB 
 

 

 

Hillingdon suburbs: Colham Green, Cowley, Eastcote, Harefield, Harlington, 
Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, Ickenham, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip,  
Ruislip Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, West Drayton, Yeading, Yiewsley 

 


