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MICHELE’S MUSINGS  

HELLO & WELCOME TO CHINOOK . . .  

W 
hen I think about Canada, I marvel that 

it even exists. The formation of our 

country required compromise and 

struggle which has led to  Canada being 

a country that is admired around the 

world. In this issue, we look back and remember 

those who have contributed to building this land. 

In our everyday life, we are often unaware of the 

struggles others have endured to make this land our 

home. Two stories explore this reality. The first, Joseph 

Murphy Scruggs, a Pioneer in the Peace Country by Terri Scruggs and From 

Cornwall to Third Crossing: The Saga of the Cory Family by Ulrich Haasdyk. 

Both these stories are from AFHS members who have been researching their 

family’s histories for many years. By sharing, they not only enrich their own family 

but also add to the historical record of Canada. 

For such a young country, Canada’s contribution to the world’s art and 

literature is commendable. How many authors, dancers, actors, poets, 

playwrights, and musicians have left their mark on countless hearts and souls. 

In The Maple Leaf Forever, I explore the history and impact of this well-known 

song. In Canada’s Sesquicentennial, Colleen Hetherington provides some 

reading suggestions from some of Canada’s most renowned authors that may help 

you gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of this country. 

Churches were a fundamental component in communities all over this country. 

Ann Williams provides more details on the development of the United Church in 

Calgary in part two of her series in Calgary Connections. 

Insider’s Guide to the AFHS is just brimming with news! – a new board, a 

conference, and an overview of the interesting talks offered at our monthly 

meetings. The conference is an occasion to meet not only local members but 

fellow genealogists from further afield. One never knows what treasures could 

be unearthed during lunch or a coffee break! Opportunities for meeting those 

who share your passion while learning something new is one of the biggest 

benefits of your membership in AFHS. 

I hope everyone will join with me in extending a big welcome to our new board 

and president!  

 

 As always, my inbox is waiting!  editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca 

Michele Buhler 
AFHS Chinook Editor 

mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

HELLO EVERYONE! 

 

I 
 am so pleased to be writing my first President’s Report 

for Chinook. I began my term as AFHS President in 

April 2017 and will continue until April 2019. I would 

like to thank Bob Eccleston, our past President, and all 

the outgoing members of our board for all their hard work 

over the years. I feel very fortunate to be a part of such a 

remarkable group of volunteers. 

Many people often wonder why I’m interested in genealogy. Indeed, my husband 

Nathan and I spent part of our honeymoon traipsing around a cemetery in northern 

France in the rain. We both enjoy exploring our connection to our ancestors, and 

through them, the history of our world. It is very important to us to teach our son 

Sébastien where his family came from and expose him to history through family stories. 

My parents immigrated to Canada in the 1970s, and eventually settled in central 

Alberta.  I was born in Lacombe and, lived in Medicine Hat briefly, before our family 

settled in Calgary in the early 1980s. We now make our home in beautiful Black 

Diamond, a sleepy town of 2500 in the foothills of southern Alberta.   

I work for Cansel as a Project Manager in their Autodesk division. I deal with architects, 

engineers and contractors on a daily basis, discussing new technologies and workflows 

to improve their businesses. Drones, 3D modeling, 3D printing, animations, renderings, 

virtual reality, augmented reality, cloud computing – these are my daily bread. I work 

with a fantastic group of technical specialists and sales professionals, and I feel very 

fortunate to be involved in such an interesting area of technology. 

I am very excited to begin my term as AFHS President and to continue on with the 

tasks identified in the society’s 2015/2016 Strategic Plan. We have come a long way in 

two years, but there is still work to be done! I am committed to seeing our society grow 

and seeing our members get involved with shaping its future. I am a great supporter of 

the notion that “many hands make light work”. Volunteering can be an incredibly 

rewarding experience and I encourage each of you to think about where you would be 

able to help out. 

As we all get to know each other better, you will come to learn many things about me.  

For now, let me just say that I am always available to listen to your thoughts and 

suggestions for AFHS and encourage you to reach out. Oh, and because someone was 

wondering – I’m 37.  

Yours in genealogy, 

Sheila 

Sheila Bjerreskov 
AFHS President 
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OUR COMMUNITY AFHS GENERAL MEETINGS 

http://afhs.ab.ca/aboutus/contacts.shtml
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JOSEPH MURPHY SCRUGGS, A PIONEER IN THE PEACE COUNTRY 
By Terri Scruggs  

 

 

 

J 
oseph Murphy Scruggs II was one of many pioneers, instrumental 

in building up the Peace River Country in northern Alberta. Early 

settlers were already there when Joe and his family took up the 

homesteading offer of the Alberta government in 1931. For thirty-

three years, Joe poured his energy and abilities into bringing 

infrastructure to this part of northern Alberta. 

Joe, originally from the US, came to Alberta to work in the oilfields in 

Turner Valley. As a young man he boarded the train sometime in 1916 or 

earlier and took a trip from Calgary to Peace River town, which was the 

end of the line because the famous Peace River Bridge was under 

construction. He took the ferry across the river and caught a ride as far as 

Whitelaw.  

 

He fell in love with the land and decided that if the opportunity 

ever arose, he would like to move to the Peace River country. 

There is an old saying in that country which says, “If you once 

drink the water of the Peace River, you will return”.  

The Lady Mackworth on the Peace River, Alberta, Canada, in 1917     [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
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Soon after, as WW1 was happening in Europe, Joe was called to service back 

in the US. Joe took his basic training in the Army and was scheduled to go 

overseas when he came down with a severe case of the mumps. Before he 

was well enough to return to service, the war was over. 

Joe then returned to the oilfields of Alberta. He boarded with his (future) 

father-in-law, Martin Hovis, the main driller on Dingman No.1. Martin’s 

family consisted of four daughters and a son and Joe ended up marrying one 

of the girls, Clarise Ruth Hovis. They were married in Calgary in 1920 and 

soon moved to the oilfields in Unity, Saskatchewan for a year or so. Their 

first son, Gordon, was born in Unity. 

The family then moved to Oklahoma, where Joe’s father and siblings had 

lived since about 1907 or 1908, after moving from Kansas. Two more sons 

were born to Joe and Clarise during the four years they lived in Oklahoma. 

But the “North” called them back. In 1926, Joe returned to Black Diamond, 

and persuaded a couple of his brothers, Lawrence and Simeon, to come 

north also.  

They all found jobs in the oil patch, but things were modernizing and Joe’s 

skills, as a cable tool driller, were rapidly becoming obsolete, replaced by 

more modern methods. The skills he learned on those rigs as a ‘Tool 

Dresser’ (blacksmith) would become an important part of his future life of as 

pioneer farmer, and the hard times of the 1930s were upon them. 

Joe remembered the trip that he had made back in 1916. By horseback, he 

had seen enough of the Peace Country to know that he wanted to return 

someday to farm. So, in 1931, the offer of free land to homesteaders came 

back to Joe and the family moved north. By this time the railroad was 

constructed all the way to Hines Creek. Joe and Clarise, his brother Sim and 

sister-in-law Barbara, and Clarise’s brother Millard Hovis and wife May, all 

registered for homesteads within a mile of each other in the area of Worsley, 

along the Eureka River. This district was later to be known as ‘Dancing Hill’ 

because the Prairie Chickens did their spring mating dances on several open 

meadows and hillsides. Joe and Clarise lived on W1/2-23-86-8-W6. Sim and 

Barbara filed on SE14-86-8-w6 but only stayed for one winter before 

deciding they liked Texas better. Millard and May homesteaded NW22-86-8-

w6 and stayed for a couple of years before returning to southern Alberta. In 

1935, Joe and Clarise were two of the fifty-five residents living in Rural 

Polling Division No. 117 of the Electoral District of Peace River. 

Joe and his two American-born sons became naturalized Canadians in 1932. 

Things in Peace Country in 1932 were very primitive; there were no real 

roads. Homesteaders who came north with vehicles ended up parking them 

for years. They couldn’t navigate the rough conditions and mud. Horses and 

other pack animals were the only reliable forms of transportation. 
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There were no schools. When Joe and Clarise moved north, they had four 

children. For the first year they were up north, they hired a teacher to tutor 

the children. In following years, the family joined efforts with other families 

to form small schools in various places. In order to go past grade 9, all the 

children had to move out of the area. Over the years, with Joe’s help and 

leadership, a more formalized school system was established. In 1951, the 

Worsley Central School opened its doors, bringing the local districts of 

Dancing Hill, Horseshoe Valley, Marina, Clear Prairie, Maryland, and 

Deventer together. Joe and Clarise’s fifth child, Joe Jr., born in 1941, was 

the first one of the family to complete grade 12 living at home. 

There were no medical facilities. Farm accidents meant a long trek to the 

nearest town of Fairview, by horseback, or horse-drawn sleigh, often taking 

Scruggs family 1935. l to r:: Clarise, Joe, Ruth, Gordon, Keith, Richard 

Homestead late 1930’s 
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two or three days. A local nursing station was established in Worsley, but the 

nurse was often away from home, tending some emergency. Joe worked 

tirelessly for many years on both 

the Hospital and School boards. 

Although there were many things 

lacking, the community was rich in 

neighborliness and good friends. 

Joe and Clarise were community 

leaders for the thirty plus years 

they lived on the farm, working 

hard in all areas of development 

and community. The farm produced 

everything they needed to have a 

good, healthy life.  Joe raised 

cattle, chickens, hogs, sheep, and 

bees. Clarise grew a huge garden 

and always preserved as much as 

she could at harvest time. She had 

a separator, which separated the 

milk from the cream, and was 

adept at making her own butter 

and ice cream. She baked 

everything from scratch and rarely 

used a recipe, having instructions 

and measurements locked in her 

memory and the feel of her 

fingertips (that’s how she made 

bread dough). 

Joe notching a log for a building 

Joe  with the pigs 

School teacher, Miss Reyda, and students 
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From 1959-1963, Joe served as the Member of the 

Legislative Assembly (MLA) for the Dunvegan 

District in the Alberta legislature. 

He died in March 1964 and is buried in the 

Worsley Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

Clarise Scruggs wrote a small book called “Bridging the Years Worsley”, put 

out by the Women’s Institute in the early 1960s. Her words beautifully sum 

up the struggle of those who settled this land and the legacy they left 

behind. 

“This will always be home for us. We are thankful to God 

for good friends and neighbors and the ability to work at 

what we liked and appreciated. It was indeed interesting to 

see the country develop from trees, sloughs, hard winters, 

mosquitoes and lack of communication, to the miles of 

good gravel roads, bridges and acres of cleared land with 

abundant crops, telephones, power, new homes, churches, 

cars and machinery. 

We wouldn’t want to go back to the early pioneer days but 

we wouldn’t have missed it for anything.” 

 

 

Clarise & Joseph Scruggs , circa 1959 
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A 
s I write, I am preparing 

to be part of a musical 

production called O 

Canada! Our Home 

involving over 150 singers. The 

repertoire includes songs that 

recognize our aboriginal peoples, 

the battles fought by our soldiers, 

the many cultures that have come 

together to form our country, the 

beauty of our land, and even 

hockey!  

Each song has contributed to the 

heritage of our country, but there 

is one that when I looked around at 

practice brought tears to many of 

the performers’ eyes — The Maple 

Leaf Forever. 

This song was written in 1867—the 

year of Canada’s confederation—by 

Alexander Muir after he had served 

with the Queen’s Own Rifles of Toronto in the Battle of Ridgeway 

against the Fenians in 1866. It is said his inspiration for the song 

came from the large maple tree which stood in front of his home. 

The song served for many years as an unofficial national anthem. 

However, because of its British flavour, it was never popular with 

French Canadians.  

Over the years, the song has been rewritten several times with 

words that acknowledge Aboriginal, French, English and newly 

arrived immigrant’s contributions to Canada. The lyrics I have 

committed to memory are a modified version written by Romanian 

immigrant, Vladmir Radian in 1997. While Muir’s rousing melody has 

endured, the words are hardly recognizable from the original. 

However, the sentiment remains clear and strong as reflected in the 

first stanza of the chorus: 

Long may it wave, and grace our own, 

Blue skies and stormy weather, 

Within my heart, above my home, 

The Maple Leaf forever!  

THE MAPLE LEAF FOREVER 

In days of yore, from Britain's shore, 

Wolfe, the dauntless hero, came 

And planted firm Britannia's flag 

On Canada's fair domain. 

Here may it wave, our boast, our pride 

And, joined in love together, 

The thistle, shamrock, rose entwine 

The Maple Leaf forever! 

Chorus: 

The Maple Leaf, our emblem dear, 

The Maple Leaf forever! 

God save our Queen and Heaven bless 

The Maple Leaf forever! 

At Queenston Heights and Lundy's Lane, 

Our brave fathers, side by side, 

For freedom, homes and loved ones dear, 

Firmly stood and nobly died; 

And those dear rights which they 

maintained, 

We swear to yield them never! 

Our watchword evermore shall be 

"The Maple Leaf forever!" 

Chorus 

Our fair Dominion now extends 

From Cape Race to Nootka Sound; 

May peace forever be our lot, 

And plenteous store abound: 

And may those ties of love be ours 

Which discord cannot sever, 

And flourish green o'er freedom's home 

The Maple Leaf forever! 

Chorus 

On merry England's far famed land 

May kind heaven sweetly smile, 

God bless old Scotland evermore 

and Ireland's Em'rald Isle! 

And swell the song both loud and long 

Till rocks and forest quiver! 

God save our Queen and Heaven bless 

The Maple Leaf forever! 

Chorus 

The cover to the sheet music to the Canadian 

patriotic song "The Maple Leaf Forever". 

Composed in 1867 by Alexander Muir. This is 

one of the original 1,000 copies of the song 

that Muir had printed in 1868.        Wikipedia 

Original  Lyrics of “Maple Leaf Forever”  

By Michele Buhler 
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FROM CORNWALL TO THIRD CROSSING:  

The Saga of the Cory Family      By Ulrich Haasdyk  

 

A 
fter spending an inordinate amount of time on my own family tree, 

I thought a break would be nice. About 10 years ago I decided to 

change focus from Dutch genealogy to try my hand on the English 

connection within our family. My grandson, Luka Haasdyk, through 

his mother's mother is connected to the Cory family originating in Cornwall.  

It was there, Thomas Cory (I) married Jenifer Boswarrick at Lanlivery on 

October 23, 1797. They became the ancestors of some Canadians who 

became rather famous about 100 years later by distinguishing themselves in 

public service. During the 1820s Thomas was the proprietor of the Talbot Inn 

on North Street in Lostwithiel and in 1830 was listed in Piget's Directory as a 

"publican." This was innkeeper, the term presumably describes his 

ownership of the inn and attached public house. Later, he became publican 

at the Forescue Arms (today called the Royal & Fortescue Hotel) in 

Barnstaple. He died in Barnstaple in North Devon about 1848. 

Thomas Cory’s (I) second son, Thomas (II) was born in Lostwithiel on July 

27, 1802. He married Honor Trudgeon in Lostwithiel on April 21, 1834, and 

within a year their first-born son was born in Cornwall on January 5, 1835, 

also named Thomas (III). Thomas (II) did not survive long, being buried 

May 9,  1838, at St. Bartholomew's Church in Lostwithiel   It appears he 

may have perished at sea, but his body must have been recovered and 

buried at home.  

Cory family tree 
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After Thomas (II) died, his son Thomas (III) was sent to live with an aunt 

and uncle, Grace and Thomas Boswarrick. At age 17 he decided to find his 

own way by immigrating to Canada. In the census of 1852, he appears in 

Metcalfe Township, County of Middlesex near London, Ontario in the 

household of Christopher Beer. Within three years he fell in love and married 

Margaret Garrett on April 9, 1855. By 1870, six children were added to the 

family before another big move was in the offing. 

In 1871 the family, as part of a group of 56 settlers 

from the Middlesex County, pulled up stakes and 

ventured into the "wilds" of western Canada. The 

leader of this party, Walter Lynch, kept a diary 

detailing the day-to-day progress. The following is a 

summary of this journey:  (See map at the end of 

this article to see the route they followed.) 

On Monday, May 22nd, the family boarded a train at 

Komoko, a station on the Great Western some 

twelve miles west of London, which traveled west 

through Windsor and into Detroit. The next day the 

train continued through Grand Rapids and arrived in 

Grand Haven, and the party embarked on a 

steamboat to cross Lake Michigan to Milwaukee 

arriving there on Wednesday at 10 AM, just in time 

to celebrate the Queen's birthday with all the other 

Canadians there. Later that day, a train was 

boarded to take them to St. Paul. 

Arriving in St. Paul on Thursday the 25th, further 

arrangements were made to continue the journey.  The next day a train left 

at 10 AM bound for Fort Benson, 100 miles northwest and the end of the 

railway. The group pitched tents on the open prairie to await the next leg. By 

Monday, May 29th  the drive was begun to Twenty-Five Mile Point, the head 

of navigation on the Red River. During the night, the widow of Thomas Cory 

(II), Honor Trudgeon, who had joined the family in Middlesex County before 

1860, died. In the morning, the party gathered on a high wooded bank and 

committed her body to the grave. Shortly after the service and before noon, 

the party was on its way and all camped together that night. 

Twenty-Five Mile Point was reached on Thursday, June 1st. The place 

consisted of a saloon in a log cabin and rows of freight in the open. On 

Friday "The Selkirk" Steamboat came into the landing and boarding began. 

The river was simply not deep enough to take all the settlers and freight, so 

the loaded wagons had to be driven on a three-day journey to Frog Point 

while the passengers went on board. By Saturday the passengers started 

down the Red River towards Frog Point. The river was narrow and at every 

turn the bow had to run into the outside bank, and back up so the bow could 

Historical plaque dedicated to the contributions 

of the  Lynch Party of 1871 
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swing into the middle of the river to continue. 

It became abundantly clear why the freight 

was not on board! 

On Monday, June 5th "The Selkirk" tied up at 

Frog Point, the wagons and freight loaded, 

and a start was made for Winnipeg. With a 

wider river, the boat travelled all night and on 

Wednesday, June 7th at sundown, Fort Garry 

and St. Boniface were sighted. Before dark 

the boat was tied up at Winnipeg. The next 

day, a start westward was made with the 

wagons and by nightfall camp was pitched on 

the west bank of Sturgeon Creek, seven miles 

away. 

The next day camp was set on the bank of the 

Assiniboine River, and during the next few 

days the party saw Lanes Fort and House’s 

trading post, which was between Winnipeg 

and their next stop of Portage La Prairie. On 

Sunday, June 11th everyone rested there for 

the day. Over the next week progress was made to the north and west into 

the Rat Creek and Whitemud 

River area. On the way they 

were approached by some 

twenty mounted Indians and 

were told they were not 

wanted and were asked to 

move on. Sometime around 

June 20th, the Cory family 

reached Third Crossing, a 

crossing of the Whitemud River 

on the old Carleton Trail, a 

short distance north of present

-day Broadfoot's Bridge. There, 

Thomas and Margaret chose SE 

1/4 24-14-12 as homestead, 

on the west bank of the river, 

later known as the Livingstone 

District, and only seven miles 

from the western boundary of 

Manitoba, about two miles SE 

of present day Gladstone, 

Manitoba. 

“The Selkirk” Steamboat 

Map of the area where  Thomas and Margaret Corey chose to settle. 
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 It was here that the Cory family settled for many 

years and where three more children were born. 

Thomas farmed in the area for many years. By 1890, 

he was serving Justice of the Peace. Thomas and 

Margaret moved into the city of Winnipeg in 1909 

where a year later he had one of his legs amputated. 

The couple died in the fall of 1920, only one week 

apart, and were buried in St. John's Cemetery in 

Winnipeg. 

Their son William Wallace Cory (I), the fourth of nine 

children, born in Strathroy, Ontario on June 16, 1865, 

was six years old during the trek to Manitoba. He lived 

in the Gladstone area until he enrolled in St. John's 

College in Winnipeg and subsequently graduated from 

there about 1888 with a law degree. He married Laura 

Watson in Winnipeg on October 22, 1888. By 1901 the 

couple with their three children were living in Ottawa 

where William was beginning an illustrious career with 

the Federal Government. From 1905 to 1930 he served as Deputy Minister of 

the Interior under Prime Ministers Laurier, Borden, Meighen, and William Lyon 

Mackenzie King. In addition, from 1919 to 1931 he served as Commissioner 

of the NWT, roughly equivalent to a colonial Viceroy. In 1923, Hole in the Wall 

Mountain with an elevation of 2802 m, 10 km west of Banff at the end of the 

Sawback Range, was renamed Mt. Cory in his honour. He died in Montreal in 

1943 at the age of 78 and was buried in Ottawa. 

William and Laura's fourth and youngest child was Wilfrid Morrison Cory, born 

in Winnipeg in 1896. He served as lieutenant in WWI and later became the 

first Citizenship Judge for Eastern Canada. His son, William Wallace Cory (II), 

was born in 1923 and married to Tove Crone Hansen who had immigrated 

Margaret & Thomas Cory 

Mount Cory with its famous ‘hole in the wall’                 Wikipedia 

Close up of  the natural 

cave formation “hole in 

the wall” 



 

                           Chinook  Summer, July 2017  |   Volume 37, Number 3             16 

with her family from Denmark in 1929. William Wallace Cory became a 

mechanical engineer and taught at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario.  

William Wallace Cory (I) has the distinction of being the great grandfather of 

my grandson Luka Haasdyk. I'm not sure whose distinction it is or should be, 

but it was quite a journey through history from England, Scotland, Denmark, 

Holland to form and shape the future generations of the family. The result 

being a twelve year old, living in Calgary, Alberta, Canada in 2017, by the 

name of Luka. Quite something to live up to!! 

I've mentioned to Luka on a number of occasions that sooner or later, he 

and I will have to challenge Mount Cory. That had better be sooner than later 

as Luka's grandfather (aka yours truly) is running out of time age-wise. 

Wouldn’t that be a crowning glory and tribute to those who have passed 

before and played a part in opening Canada's west?! 

Map showing Cory Family Migration 

Sources: 

Bayliss, Michael A. Lt Cdr;  correspondence:  Broadstairs, Kent, England 

"Beyond Third Crossing": Gladstone Historical Book, Friesen Printers, Altona MB, 1987 

Birch, Ida correspondence:  The Cory Society archivist and co-ordinator for Devon/Cornwall/S Wales, OPC for Woolfardisworthy West, Deven 

Canada Census 1881, 1901, 1911  https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1804541 etc. 

LDS Family Search Website https://familysearch.org/search 

Lynch E.D, Westbourne Manitoba, March 10, 1935; "The Lynch Party"; Manitoba Historic Resources Branch, Department of Cultural Affairs and 
Historical Resources:   

Middlesex County Metcalfe Township Census Records; Local History section, Calgary Central Public Library, Calgary, Alberta 

Ontario Birth and Marriage Registers 1858-1867; Middlesex, London District, Ontario; Local History section, Calgary Central Public Library, 
Calgary, Alberta 
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CANADA’S SESQUICENTENNIAL  

C 
anada has become world renowned for the quality of its writers, 

both fiction and non-fiction. The authors of Canada describe and 

illustrate our past, our present, and predict our potential futures. 

Novelists such as Atwood, Mistry, and Munro have been acclaimed 

both nationally and internationally. The Sesquicentennial is a reminder to 

reacquaint ourselves with the magnificent past and the promise of our future 

through fine literature. 

Sweetland  by Michael Crummey 

A moving story representative of the challenges, loyalties, and values still faced by Canadians 

today as a result of our vast and diverse landscape.  

http://penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/35458/sweetland#9780385663175 

 

Medicine Walk – Richard Wagamese 

“The story of Canada is the story of her relationship with native people,” said Richard 

Wagamese. I first became aware of Richard Wagamese through his columns in the Calgary 

Herald. I then used his first novel with my students. He brings compassion and understanding 

to the difficult relationships between individuals, families, and cultures.  

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books-and-media/book-reviews/medicine-walk-a-

story-of-a-native-family-but-really-one-about-the-universality-of-tragedy/article17943334/  

 

A Number of Things - Stories About Canada Told Through 50 Objects 

by Jane Urquhart illustrated by Scott McKowen    

Jane Urquhart presents the reader with a 150th birthday gift to Canada. She has selected 50 

iconic Canadian objects and writes narratives for each that help us connect the nation 

through our collective understanding. 

http://www.harpercollins.ca/9781443432061/a-number-of-things 

 

The National Dream by Pierre Berton 

This is the story of the planning and early development of the Canadian Pacific Railway told 

by one of Canada’s iconic historians and writers.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Berton  This site concludes with a complete listing of 

Berton’s published works.  

Internet Links of Interest 

 

To celebrate 150 years, the Calgary Public Library 150 Great Reads for 2017: 

https://calgarylibrary.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/12/FINAL-2017-Reading-guide-

SPREADS-WEB.pdf 

 

This is a link to some of Canada’s best and brightest First Nations authors. http://

www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/05/20/aboriginal-authors-canada_n_10051780.html  

By Colleen P. Hetherington 

http://penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/35458/sweetland#9780385663175
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books-and-media/book-reviews/medicine-walk-a-story-of-a-native-family-but-really-one-about-the-universality-of-tragedy/article17943334/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books-and-media/book-reviews/medicine-walk-a-story-of-a-native-family-but-really-one-about-the-universality-of-tragedy/article17943334/
http://www.harpercollins.ca/cr-182445/jane-urquhart
http://www.harpercollins.ca/cr-183053/scott-mckowen
http://www.harpercollins.ca/9781443432061/a-number-of-things
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Berton
https://calgarylibrary.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/12/FINAL-2017-Reading-guide-SPREADS-WEB.pdf
https://calgarylibrary.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/12/FINAL-2017-Reading-guide-SPREADS-WEB.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/05/20/aboriginal-authors-canada_n_10051780.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/05/20/aboriginal-authors-canada_n_10051780.html
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WESLEY UNITED  

UNITED CHURCHES IN CALGARY — THE YOUNGER CONGREGATIONS 

C 
entral United had its beginnings in the Methodist movement, Knox 

United was a Presbyterian Church but these churches supported 

each other, particularly in their early years. At the national level, 

discussions between Canadian Methodists, Presbyterians and 

Congregationalists resulted in many churches of these denominations 

(including Central and Knox) coming together in 1925 to form the United 

Church of Canada, a religious denomination unique to this country. 

Both Central and Knox United have material in Calgary’s Glenbow Archives. 

By Ann Williams 

CALGARY CONNECTIONS   

Calgary Connections promotes stories of families and institutions in Calgary. Do you have a story to 

share with us? Is there a certain topic that you would like to read stories about? Have these articles on 

Calgary churches prompted memories of family weddings? If so, we’d love to hear from you, maybe 

even receive wedding photos. Please e-mail your stories and suggestions to Ann Williams at 

 englishwelshsig@afhs.ab.ca 

The first Wesley Methodist Church was built on four lots (bought from the 

City for $1,000) on the south side of 13th Avenue between 7th and 8th 

Streets, W. and dedicated on September 13, 1906.  

In 1911 the congregation 

established a building fund 

for a larger church. 

Significant contributors 

included Senator James A. 

Lougheed, former mayor 

and provincial cabinet 

minister William H. 

Cushing, future mayor 

Herbert A. Sinott and 

future Prime Minister R.B. 

Bennett. The present 

building, said to be a good 

example of plain Methodist 

design, was dedicated On 

December 17, 1911. By 

1930, membership 

Present-day Central United Church 

Former Wesley Methodist Church (Now Calgary Opera) 

mailto:englishwelshsig@afhs.ab.ca
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exceeded its seating capacity and galleries (dedicated to the memory of 

pioneer mothers of Southern Alberta) were added that increased seating by 

50%. Church membership peaked at 1300 members but from 1960s, 

suburbanization of Calgary led to a decline in membership and by 1984 the 

church had fewer than 300 members. 

In July of 2005 Calgary Opera took over the church, and it is now known as 

the Mamdani Opera Centre at the corner of 14th Avenue and 7th Street SW. 

The Centre acknowledges the history of the building as a house of worship 

where momentous occasions in the lives of thousands of people were 

celebrated, a beautiful heritage building where recitals and events now take 

place in the inspiring setting of the former sanctuary. 

 

 

Trinity Methodist Church opened in October of 

1906 and by 1912 had a new building at 1401-

10 Avenue, E. In 1942 the then Minister of 

Trinity United, Dr. R.H. MacKinnon, held the 

first United Church service in Bowness and until 

1950 Trinity was responsible for the members 

of Bowness United. The Church building is now 

used by the Lantern Community Church.  

 

 

In 1925 Scarboro Methodist Church, built in 

1908 at the NW corner of 17th and Scarboro 

Avenues, became Scarboro United and two 

years later united with Bankview United to form 

Bankview-Scarboro United. Worship services 

were held at the Bankview site and Sunday 

School and other church activities were held at 

the Scarboro Avenue location. In 1929 the site 

of the current Church was purchased for $2,250 

and the two congregations amalgamated at the 

new location. 

 

 

Dedicated as a Methodist Church on December 27, 1908, it became a United 

Church in 1925. In 1950 the Church was at 202-16 Avenue, NW (now 

seemingly a private residence). In 1968 Crescent Heights amalgamated with 

North Hill United to form Crescent Heights-North Hill United based at North 

Hill United’s Church. 

 

 TRINITY UNITED  

 SCARBORO UNITED  

 CRESCENT HEIGHTS UNITED  

Trinity United Church —1912   Ancestry.com 
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In the summer of 1908 a Presbyterian tent service was held in what is now 

Rosedale and soon after the North Hill Presbyterian Church was formed, 

worshiping in the fire hall on 16th Avenue, NW. Building of a basement 

Church at 1317-1 Street, NW began in 1914, the building not official opened 

until January 5, 1930 (by which time it was a United Church). The tower was 

added in 1952. At its peak North Hill United had the largest Sunday School in 

the city. In 1968 North Hill and Crescent Heights United amalgamated to 

form Crescent Heights-North Hill United operating from North Hill United’s 

Church. From 1970 the Church was known as Rosedale United until Pleasant 

Heights United Church amalgamated with them in 2002 to form what was 

briefly called North Central United Church until the name Wild Rose was 

chosen. Wild Rose United is still operating from the original North Hill 

United’s Church. 

 

 

Dedicated as a Methodist Church on 7A Street, NE in 1909, its address in 

1950 was 51-7A Street NE and seems to have closed down by 1954. 

 

 

In 1950 the Church was at 2035-26A Street, W., the building is now being 

used by the Unity Spiritual Community of Calgary.  

 

 

The Parkdale area of Calgary was 

annexed by the City of Calgary in 

1910 and Parkdale Methodist 

(now Parkdale United) Church 

was built in 1912 at 2440-5 

Avenue, NW. The Church is now 

at 2919-8 Avenue, NW. In 1989 

the history of the church was 

written under the title "… and let 

there be light: A history of 

Parkdale United Church (formerly 

Parkdale Methodist Church 1912-

1989" by Joanne Rudrick pub. 

Calgary 1989. 

 NORTH HILL UNITED  

 ZION UNITED 

 WEST CALGARY UNITED  

 PARKDALE UNITED  

Parkdale United Church 
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1912 saw the beginning of the United Church in Ogden, a Church was built 

in 1914 which was dedicated and opened on April 5, 1914 but not 

completed until the 1920s. Initially both Presbyterian and Methodist 

ministers served the congregation prior to the Ogden Church entering the 

United Church of Canada on June 20, 1925. Ogden had a housing boom 

after WW2, many new houses were built and a larger Church was needed. 

In 1958 the building of a new church at 7401-23rd Street, SE, alongside 

the original Church was begun – the new Church was dedicated on April 3, 

1964 and is still in use. 

The first church was built around 1915 

as a Presbyterian Church at 10th 

Avenue and 17A Street, NE. Until 1920 

the Church also housed the Belfast 

School. In 1926 it became a United 

Church but closed in 1959. 

In 1950 located at 401-9A Street, NE. The Calgary Chinese Gospel of Grace 

Church is now at that location and possibly using the Ebenezer United 

Church building. 

 

 

Bowness was an uninc-

orporated hamlet in the 

Springbank Municipality 

when the first United Church 

service was held in April of 

1942 in the Bowness Scout 

Hall conducted by the 

Minister of Trinity United (in 

the Inglewood area). A few 

months later a Women’s 

Association (later United 

Church Women) and a 

Sunday School were formed 

and regular United Church 

services continued in various 

local venues.  

 OGDEN UNITED  

 BELFAST UNITED  

 EBENEZER UNITED  

 FOOTHILLS UNITED (BOWNESS UNITED UNTIL 1970) 

Belfast United 

Bowness United (Now Foothills United) 
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In 1944 the idea of building a Church was mooted, encouraged by the 

success of a fund raising campaign. Land north of the Sunnyside Green-

houses was donated by Mr. and Mrs. R.H. (Bob and Gertie) Lawrie and 

construction (largely by volunteers) began in the summer of 1946. The first 

service in the Church was on September 8, 1946 and the Church dedicated 

on November 3, 1946 - the dedication followed by supper and a concert. 

The building was far from finished and over the next few years work on the 

building continued. Until 1951 Bowness United worked under Trinity United 

but that year became a separate church, sharing a minister with 

Montgomery United.  

By 1953 there were 237 children registered in the Sunday School. By 1955 

the congregation had grown to 425 families - over 1,600 people, with 

Sunday morning attendance averaging 90. The Church was running out of 

space.  

In 1957 the 11th anniversary of the dedication of the church was celebrated 

by the dedication of a newly built additional building. Membership continued 

to grow and in 1958 the Sunday School had almost 500 children on its rolls. 

Over the years the church provided space for many of the Scouting 

programs, C.G.I.T., Explorer, Young People’s Groups, Men’s Groups, Hi-C, 

plus its own choral, choir groups and Sunday School. 

In April of 1970, the congregations of Bowness and Montgomery United 

Churches amalgamated under the name Foothills United, worshiping in the 

Bowness location at 3803-69 Street, NW. 

 

 

In 1950 Pleasant Heights United was located at 1101-20 Avenue, NW. In 

2002 it amalgamated with Rosedale United to form Wild Rose United, based 

in the former North Hill United Church. 

The Choir of Bowness United Church in 1957 

 PLEASANT HEIGHTS UNITED  
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Ann Williams has been a member of the AFHS for many years and is currently the 
co-ordinator of the English/Welsh SIG. Ann’s family research is solely in England 
and Wales and she is also a member of the Sussex Family History Group, the Clwyd 
Family History Society and the Guild of One-Name Studies. Her current research 
obsession is the Canadian WW2 army while in Southern England.  

 
SOUTH CALGARY UNITED  

 

In 1917 St. Paul’s was a Presbyterian Church at the corner of 15th Avenue 

and 2nd Street, W. It was in the same location in 1950 but seems to have 

closed soon after. 

 

 

In 1950  South Calgary United was located at 1638-30 Avenue, SW – the church building 

now shared by the Calgary Community Reformed Church and the Korean First Methodist 

Church. 

 

Sources:  

1950 Henderson’s Directory (AFHS Library); Earlier Henderson’s at Calgary Public Library 

Bowness, Our Village in the Valley pub. Bowness Historical Society, 2005 (AFHS library) 

Celebrate ’96: 50 Years of the United Church Serving the Bowmont Area Nov 3, 1946-1996 compiled by 
Sheila Clayden (unpublished) 

Guide to Family History Research in the Archival Repositories of the United Church of Canada compiled by 
Committee on Archives and History, The United Church of Canada, 1996 The Ontario Genealogical Society 
(AFHS library) 

Journey Through the Crossroads: 1974-2011 by Jerry Rourke pub Minuteman Press (AFHS library) 

Ogden Whistle: A History of Millican, Ogden Flats, Maryland, Valleyfield, Bonnybrook, South Hill, Cepeear, 
Lynwood, Lynwood Ridge, River Glen, Crestwood, C.P.R. Ogden Shops. Ogden Area History Committee, 
1975 (available Canada’s Local Histories on-line) 

Wesley United: Website of Calgary Opera Centre http://www.calgaryopera.com/about-us/mamdani-
opera-centre and information from Colleen Hetherington 

Picture credits: 

Belfast Presbyterian Church with permission of Jerry Rourke 

Foothills United Church (2 photographs) with permission of Sheila Clayden & Bowness Historical Society 

 

 ST. PAUL’S UNITED  
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LET’S CONNECT  

CHINOOK & AFHS NEWS UPDATES  

 

Facebook    www.facebook.com/AlbertaFHS  

Google+ Page  https://plus.google.com/107346277155546489036/posts?hl=en 

LinkedIn Page  www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-family-histories-society 

Twitter    www.twitter.com/AlbertaFHS 

 

AFHS DISCUSSION & SOCIAL MEDIA SITES 

Join the conversation on our discussion board as well as our social media outlets.  

Participate in a discussion by  going to the  AFHS DISCUSSION  section of the RootsWeb website  

and follow the instructions given there about how to join the list.  

http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/GenealogicalSocieties/AFHS-DISCUSSION.html  

If you have any difficulty signing up, please contact the AFHS Webmaster. webmaster@afhs.ab.ca 

OUR SOCIAL MEDIA OUTLETS  

AFHS DISCUSSION BOARD 

http://www.facebook.com/AlbertaFHS
https://plus.google.com/107346277155546489036/posts?hl=en
http://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-family-histories-society
http://www.twitter.com/AlbertaFHS
http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/AFHS-DISCUSSION.html
mailto:webmaster@afhs.ab.ca
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CALL FOR ARTICLES 

CHINOOK & AFHS NEWS UPDATES  

 

Are you an AFHS member?  

If so, be sure that you sign up for our e-mail 

newsletter, The WINDSOCK to be notified about:  

• Notifications of library closures  

• Highlighted content from our website and social media  

• Latest editions of Chinook available for download 

Having trouble receiving The Windsock?  

Contact our Webmaster to confirm we have your correct  e-mail 
address. webmaster@afhs.ab.ca 

SIGN UP FOR THE WINDSOCK 

Please email editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca for more information or to submit an article!  

We want your stories! 

Until recently our families kept in touch by writing letters, or for serious issues, by 
telegraph. Have you found a stash of letters or telegraph that tell stories about 
your ancestors? Did you find that elusive date because of a letter? Or perhaps, 
one of your relatives worked as a telegraph operator, designed a postage stamp, 
or heaved bags of mail onto the train. Mail and telegraph were often the tie that 
bound many a relationship in this country and those living abroad. Share your 
experiences in the “old fashioned” way of keeping in touch, write an article for 
Chinook. 

 

For those worried about grammar, spelling or writing in general, editing and 
support are available! 

Photo: Postcard written by Matthew Morgan, Great Uncle of Chinook editor. 

 

Theme          Submission Deadline  Issue Date    Volume, Number 

Education in a New Land      November 15, 2017   January 2018   Volume 38, N. 1 

WW1          February 15, 2018   April 2018    Volume 38, N. 2 

TBD           May 15, 2018    July 2018    Volume 38, N. 3 

PUBLICATION & SUBMISSION DATES: 

Postcard sent to family in Wales by son working on a 

ship in South Africa, circa 1922—1928. 

mailto:webmaster@afhs.ab.ca
mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
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INSIDER’S GUIDE TO THE AFHS 

AFHS is full of fascinating people and engages in numerous activities, programs, and 

events. This section features stories and photos about our members and the activities 

they participate in. Members are invited to share their thoughts, suggestions or stories 

at editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca. 

FAMILYROOTS 2017 

Do you like to take photos? Do you attend any of the AFHS SIG meetings? 

It’s hard to be in more than one place at a time.  If you regularly attend any of the 

AFHS SIGS and would be able to send photos and short descriptions of these events 

that would be wonderful!! Your editor will be forever grateful! Please speak to me at 

a meeting or email me at  editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 

For details and how to register for this terrific 

conference go to http://afhs.ab.ca/familyroots/ 

HELP WANTED 

mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
mailto:editor-chinook@afhs.ab.ca
http://afhs.ab.ca/familyroots/
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A 
t the December monthly 

meeting Bob Eccleston 

stepped into the past 

president role, and Vice 

President Sheila Bjerreskov became 

our new president.  

The society now has a vacancy for Vice 

President. If you are interested in contributing 

to this well-run, local organization, please 

contact  president@afhs.ab.ca 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

MEET OUR NEW BOARD! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Sheila Bjerreskov     

Members of the board (past & present):  from l to r: Heather Williams, Jim Benedict,  Linda Murray, Carole O’Flaherty, Marion 

Peterson,  Helen Backhouse, Bob Eccleston,  Brenda McArthur, Sheila Bjerreskov, Stephanie Thiele , Lorrie Whiteway , Peter 

McKenzie, Michele Buhler 

mailto:president@afhs.ab.ca.
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H 
ave you ever been frustrated trying to find information about your 

family at the local level? Our members were given some help with 

this at the April meeting. Two of our seasoned experts, Kay Clark 

and Sheila Johnston shared their knowledge of resources they 

have found helpful in and around Calgary. Who knew there were so many!! 

LOCAL RESEARCH 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Presenters Kay Clark and Sheila Johnston    

OMG! I’M JEWISH! 

Speaker Ken Drabinsky 

A 
t the monthly meeting in 

May, Ken Drabinsky 

presented techniques and 

resources useful for those 

researching their Jewish genealogy. 

In fact, many of the techniques he 

presented were useful in any type of 

genealogy research.  

Due to the history of the Jewish 

people, many are unaware that they 

have Jewish relations in their family 

tree. With the use of DNA many 

people are now uncovering their 

unknown Jewish ancestry.  
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Central Scotland Family History Society Members’ Interests 

Do you have ancestors from these areas in Scotland: Dunbartonshire, Lanarkshire, 

Midlothian, Stirlingshire or West Lothian? If so, check out some of the surnames being 

researched by members of this society: CLELAND, COCHRANE, FITZPATRICK, KIDD, 

MCKINLAY, MEIKLE, MUNGALL, OLIVER, ORR, RANKINE, TRAQUAIR, WADDELL and 

WARDROPE. See the article for additional surnames and contact information for the 

researchers. 

Journal of the Central Scotland Family History Society, (2017, Spring), 53, 28-29. 

 

Family Tree Research for Medical Purposes 

Laurie Williams tells of a personal quest to document family members afflicted with 

Huntington Disease. By using records from the Ontario Archives including death records 

and case records from the Rockwood Insane Asylum in Kingston, she was able to determine earlier ancestors who 

had the disease and confirm the family line that carried the gene. She also includes information about how to 

support the Huntington Society.  

Splitting Heirs: Newsletter of the Vernon & District Family History Society (2017, March), 33(1), 4-5. 

 

Finding Fortune in Canada’s Other Gold Rush 

Did you know that the Porcupine Gold Rush in northern Ontario was actually Canada’s largest gold rush? Pat Javor 

gives us the details and tells the story of her husband’s ancestor who was a successful prospector in the area. Ontario 

places mentioned in the article include Schumacher, Timmins, Porcupine Lake, Matheson, Tisdale and Kirkland Lake.  

Your Genealogy, (2017, May/June), 3(2), 20-24. 

 

News from the Bruce County Archives 

The Bruce County Archives and the Bruce County Genealogical Society have collaborated on a project to create an 

online newspaper archive for some local newspapers for the years 1914 -1918. The Paisley Advocate, The Port Elgin 

Times, The Walkerton Telescope and The Canadian Echo have been scanned for those years of the First World War 

and are available as searchable PDF files. For further information about the Bruce County Archives Research Room 

and details on the online newspapers check out their May newsletter. 

The Bruce Bulletin, Newsletter of the Bruce County Genealogical Society, (2017, May), 28(2), 7. 

 

Our Expert Guide to Early Cape Cod 

Cape Cod is one of the biggest barrier islands in the world with 400 miles of shoreline. The first known European 

exploration was in 1602 with the first official settlement in April of 1637. In this guide, Alicia Crane Williams covers 

chronological settlement, early settlers, Mayflower connections, history and useful resources for further research. 

American Ancestors Magazine: New England Historic Genealogical Society (2017, Spring), 18(1), 26-31. 

 

Shipshape: How to Research Shipbuilder Ancestors  

This two part article includes a history of shipbuilding by Anthony Burton and researching your shipbuilder by Simon 

Wills. Topics covered include designing and constructing the ship, fitting out and rigging, pay and conditions, steam 

power, apprentices, associations and unions, Royal Navy and more. There are also several websites listed that will aid 

in your quest to learn more about your shipbuilder ancestor.  

Family Tree, (2017, April), 33(7), 32-38. 

 

WHAT’S OUT THERE? By Linda Murray  

 

Linda Murray is an active volunteer 
with the AFHS and is the Chair of 
the Library Committee. She loves 
working in the library and helping 
others to discover their ancestry. 

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Dunbartonshire&action=edit&redlink=1
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Lanarkshire&action=edit&redlink=1
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Midlothian&action=edit&redlink=1
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Stirlingshire&action=edit&redlink=1
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=West_Lothian&action=edit&redlink=1
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When is a Mackin Not a Mackin? The Case of the James Mackin Family of Madison, Wisconsin 

Lois Abromitis Mackin presents a case study of the family of James Makin (1827-1890) and his wife Catherine 

“Kate” Madden (1830-1897). In the 1870 federal census, there are six Mackin children listed with James and Kate in 

Wisconsin. Not surprisingly, several spellings of the surname appear in the records including McKin, McCann and 

McKiain. By carefully examining all available records, the author determines that the 3 oldest children are not 

Mackins at all. In her own words: “When is a Mackin not a Mackin? When he or she is a Connelley!” This account 

shows the importance of researching all members of a household as thoroughly as possible.  

The Septs: The Journal of the Irish Genealogical Society International, Inc., (2017, April), 38(2), 38-46. 

 

100th Anniversary of Women’s Right to Vote in Alberta 

Bob Franz tells us a bit of history about the right to vote for women in the Prairie Provinces. He also includes 

profiles of early women pioneers of Brooks and the County of Newell. The five women are Blanche Coultis (born in 

Alberta), Madeline Stover (born in Montana), Ester Cler (born in Sweden), Sarah King (born in Scotland) and Lois 

(Pinder) Valli (born in Saskatchewan). All of these women contributed to their communities in the early days of 

Brooks and surrounding area. 

B & D Heir Lines, Newsletter of the Brooks & District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society, (2017, Spring), 30(1), 12-14. 

 

WHAT’S OUT THERE? 

AFHS PUBLICATIONS 

These publications provide information on personal data and local historical events. Many of the lists are fully searchable 

on the AFHS website and are available as paper prints. Prices represent reproduction costs only. All are printed in black 

and white on 8 ½” x 11” pages and cerlox bound. Consult the AFHS website for descriptions of these publications. 

Alberta Local Histories Listing (68 pages)  $15.00           

Births, Deaths, Marriages from Calgary Newspapers 1883-89 (40 pages)      $20.00 

Births, Deaths, Marriages from Calgary Newspapers 1890-99 (205 pages)     $30.00 

Nominal Rolls of 50th Battalion, CEF, 1914-15 (45 pages; also included in Digital 

Library Volume V)                     $20.00 

Nominal Rolls of 3rd, 12th and 13th Regiments, Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF,  

1915-16 (70 pages)                   $25.00 

Obituary Index of Turner Valley Oilfields Residents, Past and Present (35 pages)   $15.00 

South Calgary High School 1915-21, 1928-29 & Calgary Normal School 1929-30  

Class Lists (44 pages)                   $15.00 

The Barr Colonists 1903 (38 pages)               $15.00 

The MacDonald Family of Cochrane and Mount Royal Ranch (24 pages)      $15.00 

For additional information about how to order copies of publications, consult the AFHS website: http://

afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications or send an email to projects@afhs.ab.ca  

http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
mailto:projects@afhs.ab.ca
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AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME I (CD)                  PRICE $30.00 

This volume contains over 68,000 records from 69 cemeteries in Southern Alberta (consult the AFHS website for the 

complete list), including about 11,000 records from the Calgary Crematorium and 2,000 records from the Chevra Kadusha 

(Jewish) Society. Volume I was completed in 2001. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME II (CD)              PRICE $20.00 

Volume II contains 24,500 records from two cemeteries on Garden Road that straddle the eastern boundary of the Calgary 

city limits: MD of Rockyview Garden of Peace and Mountain View Cemetery. This volume was completed in 2003. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME III (CD)              PRICE $20.00 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUMES IV-X (CD)                     PRICE $25.00 (EACH) 

Each of these seven CDs includes monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs from a 

particular area or section within Queen’s Park Cemetery, Calgary. Volumes can be purchased individually or as a complete 

library in Volume XI. (Consult the AFHS website for a description of each volume.) 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XIII (DVD)              PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs for military markers in 

Burnsland, Queen’s Park, St Mary’s and Union cemeteries, Calgary. Many additional photos from the Military Museum, 

Peacekeeping Parks, Currie Barracks, Armoury, Memorial Drive and other areas are also included. Volume XIII was 

completed in 2010. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XI (DVD)             PRICE $50.00 

This DVD includes the transcriptions, photos and burial records for all 66,655 burials in Queen’s Park Cemetery individually 

contained in Volumes I to X. Volume XI was completed in 2009. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XII (DVD)              PRICE $50.00  

This DVD contains monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs for 16,634 entries in Sections 

A-F, H-N and P of Burnsland Cemetery, Calgary. Volume XII was completed in 2010. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XIV (DVD)              PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains 13,557 entries from 20 sections of St. Mary’s Cemetery and 2,391 entries from St. Mary’s Pioneer 

Cemetery with monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs. Volume XIV was completed in 

2012. 

AFHS DIGITAL LIBRARY VOLUME XV (DVD)              PRICE $50.00 

This DVD contains 22,779 entries from the 20 sections within Union Cemetery, Calgary, Alberta. The data includes 

monument transcriptions, burial records and many memorial photographs. Union Cemetery is Calgary’s oldest cemetery. 

Volume XV was completed in 2013. 

SOUTHERN ALBERTA CEMETERY RECORDS 
 

The AFHS has produced 15 volumes of records from Southern Alberta cemeteries. Each volume is individually priced 

and available for purchase. The volumes contain monument transcriptions, burial records and many photographs of 

the memorials. To order click http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications  

 

http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml#publications
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 

BECOME A MEMBER 

The Alberta Family Histories Society (AFHS) is a non-

profit organization formed in 1980 to promote and 

encourage an interest in family history research 

worldwide.  

To find out more about the Society please visit:       

(http://afhs.ab.ca)  

Membership in the Society is open to anyone interested in 

family history and genealogy.  

The AFHS membership period runs from January 1 to December 

31. Applications received after August 1 will be applied to the 

following year.  

Annual Membership Fees  

Individual, Senior  $40 

Family   $50 

Institution  $60 

OUR PUBLICATIONS 

OUR LIBRARY 

CHINOOK 

A list of AFHS publications and information on how to purchase 

copies may be found on the Society’s website.                     

(http://afhs.ab.ca/publications/cemetery.shtml)  

The Society’s library, containing thousands of items of interest to 

family historians, is located in the AFHS offices and is open to 

members and the general public free of charge. For hours of 

operation, please consult the Calendar on the AFHS website or 

phone 403-214-1447. 

Chinook is published quarterly by the Alberta Family Histories 

Society (AFHS) in October, January, April and July. Chinook is 

distributed to all AFHS members, and other family history 

societies and institutions around the world. 
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