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From the Editor
Rosemary McKenzie

Who would have thought while penning last quarters’ From the Editor that 
there would be such a roller coaster of events between then and now! As Nick 
has also mentioned in the President’s Report the south-east of Australia has 
been subject to all sorts of trials and, if not wiped out, severely impacted by the 
devastation. One of my suggestions for a story theme was volunteers and was 
rewarded with a story from Sandra about a remarkable woman who was a rural 
fire	brigade	volunteer.

March is also Women’s History Month so celebrate the wonderful women 
in our history by writing a story about them. It is also, according to 
www.daysoftheyear.com, Small Press Month. This celebration began in 1996 
and “was created by the New York City-based Small Press Center and the 
Publishers Marketing Association based in California. The goal was to highlight 
the	smaller	publishing	companies	and	to	encourage	them	in	 the	fight	against	
the traditional big publishing houses. It is also a time to put a spotlight on the 
authors that are being represented.”

To continue encouraging us to write, last month, February, HAGSOC launched 
the E.M. Fletcher Award for 2020. Following the success of the inaugural Award 
last year we hope you will again contribute stories to the competition and get 
some practice telling your stories to a wider audience.  (See later for info.)

It is with sadness we announce that Cora Num will be retiring from the 
Hot Sites and Hot Sources regular TAS column. Ever since I joined the society 
I have looked forward to both columns for clues and hints for extending my 
research to new or other not so well publicised resources. However, you will 
still be able to keep up with new sites and information from Cora’s website 
http://www.coraweb.com.au. Cora is going to concentrate on organising her 
own genealogy research. We wish her all the best.

As you will have seen from the President’s Newsletters I have also taken on 
Volunteer Coordinator and as a result have decided that 2020 is the Year of the 
HAGSOC Volunteer. In addition 
to the front-of-house volunteers, 
there are a lot of behind the 
scenes volunteers that many of 
our members don’t hear about. 
In 2020 we will be featuring and 
thanking all the volunteers whose 
various contributions of time and 
expertise allow the Society to run.

So after the very helter-skelter summer, here’s hoping for a quieter couple of 
months where we can all spend some time writing and researching on our 
favourite topics.
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President’s Report
Nick Reddan

It	has	been	a	wild	summer.	The	massive	fires	got	close	to	Canberra	and	caused	
clouds of smoke for a lot of January that restricted activities outside. In addition, 
we had a violent hailstorm which pummelled a path through some suburbs 
affecting large numbers of buildings and cars. Some Canberrans also lost 
houses	to	the	fires	on	the	South	Coast.	We	were	on	alert	to	close	the	Library	
due to the smoke.
We	have	now	had	some	good	rains	and	the	fields	around	Canberra	are	now	
starting to look green. The air is clear. Hopefully, this portends a better autumn 
and winter.
The	devastation	of	the	fires	reinforces	the	wisdom	of	digitising	all	your	records	
and having them backed-up in some other geographical or cloud place. Think 
about what you could lose if you were unable to keep safe many years of 
research.
We have made some changes to our website and introduced a member only 
area. You can now view this edition of our journal, The Ancestral Searcher, and 
all editions since 2016 in the member area. Furthermore, if you are logged-in to 
the members’ area, The Ancestral Searcher index on the website will take you 
to the page number in the electronic copy of our journal.
We have also added a bit of history of who held society management positions. 
It	 is	accessible	through	the	About-Current	officers,	part	of	our	website.	Let	us	
know	if	you	find	any	errors	in	the	page.
The annual writing competition is now open. I encourage you to consider putting 
in an entry. See the website for details. The competition closes on 15 July 2020.
One aspect of my international volunteer work, the Registry of Deeds Index 
Project Ireland, continues and the main database has grown to over 340,000 
records built on the wonderful work of over sixty volunteers. The project continues 
to make this important resource more accessible to family and local historians. 
The project also provides tools to quickly navigate the images on FamilySearch.
Soon,	 I	hope	 to	finish	uploading	a	database	of	an	1851	census	substitute	of	
the Moylagh and Oldcastle electoral divisions in county Meath on the Irish 
Genealogy Research Society website. As so few actual census returns for 1851 
through 1891 survive, this new database will provide another important piece in 
the puzzle of 19th century Irish censuses.
If you would like to help fellow family historians, you too can contribute to indexing 
and transcribing of records. In addition, you can help improve the quality of 
various indexes of records by providing corrections when you discover errors in 
Ancestry.com, FindMyPast and similar indexes.
I hope you can all put aside the worries of this summer and concentrate on 
some family history research so those brick walls we all encounter at various 
times come tumbling down.
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Rural Fire Brigade Volunteer
Sandra Barnbaum

Jean BOREHAM BRADLEY (nee CHISHOLM) was a truly remarkable woman, 
who devoted her life to community service. A high achiever, she was not afraid 
to grasp opportunities not easily within the reach of women born in 1920.

I met Jean, by chance, when in her sixties she graduated with a degree in 
Computer Studies, standing between my son Marc BARNBAUM and my niece 
Helen BOREHAM as they processed to receive their degrees. BOREHAM is a 
comparatively unusual surname, so we made ourselves known to Jean after the 
ceremony	and	found	her	keen	to	explain	where	she	fitted	into	my	family	tree.

Jean’s grandmother, Mary BOREHAM, (b 1846) 
was	the	fifth	child	 in	her	family	of	13	children	who	
accompanied their parents Charles and Anne on 
their voyage from England to Keppel Bay on the 
Central Queensland coast in 1863. They travelled 
on the ship Saldanha.

Our great grandfather Harold was one of the 
youngest of the 13 children.

I had often heard my father speak of his second 
cousin Jean, but our knowledge of her extraordinary 
life	increased	with	each	brief	meeting	after	that	first	
encounter.

She displayed a thirst for knowledge and tremendous 
determination throughout her education and became 
one	 of	 the	 first	 female	 pharmacists	 in	 Central	

Queensland. Her chosen profession provided another ‘BOREHAM’ connection 
as our great grandfather Harold was a pioneer pharmacist in Rockhampton 
in the 1880s, and my brother Jeff and cousin John became pharmacists. My 
nephew Ivan, a chemist, (also a BOREHAM), works in a drug manufacturing 
company.

We once arranged to meet Jean at Rockhampton’s ‘Connor Park’ airport when 
she was en route to Darwin to attend a National CWA conference. She casually 
recalled that Captain CONNOR, after whom the airport was named, had taught 
her	to	fly	in	a	Tiger	Moth	during	WW2.

After her marriage, Jean helped her husband run cattle stations at Dingo (CQ) 
and	later	on	Curtis	Island	where	she	lived	for	fifty	years.	Jean	told	us	she	owed	
her life to the CWA, after members, concerned that she had not arrived at a 

Remarkable Woman Becomes

Mary CURTIS nee BOREHAM
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meeting, found her under an upturned tractor she had been driving when it 
slipped in a ‘washout’. She had been there about twelve hours!

In 1998, when Jean was a widow aged 78 years, she invited my brother and I to 
visit her on Curtis Island, east of Gladstone, where she had family documents 
and photos to show us, including a photograph of her grandmother, Mary 
BOREHAM (circa 1870).

Jean had travelled to Staffordshire in England to trace the history of the 
BOREHAM family where she uncovered some intriguing information which 
sparked the urge in both my brother and me to learn more about our family. 
After our Sunday roast lunch cooked by Jean on an old wood stove – this was 
in 1998, she offered to show us more of the island. She had yet another huge 
surprise to reveal!

Saving the best until last, Jean proudly raised the shutters of a large shed to 
reveal	a	bright	yellow	fire	engine	of	which	she	was	 in	charge,	as	a	volunteer	
of the Curtis Island Rural Fire Brigade since 1985. Jean regularly took her 
pride and joy out for training runs and was always 
prepared for a genuine emergency. 

When Jean was ninety years of age, she was 
evacuated from Curtis Island by helicopter due to ill 
health and was advised not to return, but to stay on 
the mainland close to medical help.

She was devastated at having to leave her beloved 
island, mainly used for cattle grazing, farming 
and tourism, until, in the 21st century it became 
the hub of an industry where coal seam gas was 
pumped from the mainland and converted to LNG. 
Brisbane’s Courier Mail reported Jean’s concerns 
about damage to farmland where the gas was 
being extracted.1 Jean passed from this life in 2017, 
maintaining her interest in the community and 
current affairs to the last.

During her amazing life Jean received many awards. Following are just a few:

•	 OAM – for service to the community (mainly QCWA)
•	 Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal (1977)
•	 Co-ordinated a relief trip to Fijian village of Soso in 1984 where the 

Pharmacy was destroyed in a cyclone. She campaigned to replace the 
stock urgently needed in the Pharmacy.

•	 Jean BOREHAM BRADLEY was a Justice of the Peace for more than 25 
years. 

1 The Courier Mail – November 6-7 2010 – Special Report p 10.

Jean Boreham Bradley 1920-2017
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Thomas Oyston 1852-1933
A Brick or Two Removed from a Family Wall

Chris Oyston
Initially, Thomas OYSTON was of low priority on my list for family research. 
Being one of several sons of my GG Grandfather, John OYSTON snr, he 
was not direct lineage to me but a great grand uncle. His name caught my 
attention while doing some research in Kadina, South Australia (SA), in August-
September 2010. The Family History volunteer in the Kadina Municipal Library 
was helping me search the SA databases for OYSTONs when we noticed that 
Thomas	had	spent	some	time	in	the	SA	towns	of	Port	Wakefield	and	Gawler.	
Two of his children were born in Gawler. 

There appeared to be some seductively loose bricks in this family wall. 

Thomas was the sixth child of John OYSTON snr and Mary (nee SMITH). Unlike 
his siblings, Thomas was born in Collingwood, Victoria on 8 September 1852.1 
He was a Victorian. Only the previous year Victoria had become a separate 
colony from New South Wales. Why John snr uprooted his wife Mary and their 
five	children	from	SA	to	Victoria	during	the	gold	rush,	and	the	difficulty	that	must	
have entailed, physically and emotionally, is not yet clear. Perhaps it was for 
commercial gain and he had no intention of mining gold. For an enterprising 
man, there was ‘gold’ aplenty to be had in Melbourne. Then without much being 
recorded of the family’s activities in Victoria, except the birth of Thomas, they all 
returned to SA in 1853.

I	have	not	been	able	to	find	any	other	information	about	Thomas	until	his	early	
twenties. 

What	I	had	not	expected	to	find	in	this	search	was	evidence	of	Thomas’	premarital	
relationship. The records revealed that before he was married, at 23, he had an 
intimate relationship with one Sarah Jane LOVE resulting in the issue of Edward 
France LOVE-OYSTON, born in Adelaide on 6 February 1875. I was unable to 
find	anything	further	on	Edward	France	in	the	SA	documents.	

Some	five	years	 later,	when	Thomas	was	28,	he	married	Flora	Jane	McKAY,	
when she was 22, on 18 April 1880 in St Paul’s Church, Port Adelaide.2 Flora’s 
father was Charles McKAY. Flora was born on 14 April 1858 in Onkaparinga SA. 
Thomas and Flora’s children were: 

•	 Flora Jane, born on 18 January 1881 in Gawler SA and died at 54 in Carmel, 
Western Australia (WA) in May 1943. She married at 16, Ernest John 
MASON, then 22, in Guildford WA in 1897.3 Ernest was born on 8 November 
1875 and died in Fremantle in 1948, aged 63; 

•	 Albert James, born on 10 June 1882 in Gawler SA. He may have been a 
sickly	child	because	he	was	baptised	that	same	month	and	died	at	just	five	
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years of age on 7 December 1887 in Magill SA. He was buried in the West 
Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide; 

•	 Violet May, born on 14 April 1884 in Goodwood, Adelaide SA and died aged 
five	months	on	16	September	1884	in	Edwardstown.	She	too	was	buried	in	
the	West	Terrace	Cemetery,	Adelaide;	and	finally

•	 Ciscelia (sic) May, born on 23 July 1885 in Darlington SA. At 21, she married 
John SAUNDERS at St Mary’s Church, West Perth on 31 May 1906. Her 
death at 66, was recorded as 5 August 1951. She was buried in Karrakatta 
WA while her husband, John, died some 15 years later, on 26 July 1966.

While accepting infant mortality and 
the rigors of rural life as being tough on 
families in the 19th Century, one cannot 
hope	 to	 imagine	 how	 difficult	 Thomas	
and Flora’s life must have been. Their 
third	born	died	at	just	five	months	old	in	
1884, a fourth child born in 1885, then 
the tragedy of their second born dying 
in 1887. Flora herself succumbed, I 
imagine, weary and heartbroken, in 
Stepney, SA on 13 May 1888, aged 30 
years. 

Just six weeks after the birth of Albert, 
their second child, and struggling to 
provide for a growing family as they 
settled into a new town, Thomas was 
summoned to appear in Port Adelaide 
court on 27 July 1882. He was called to 
give evidence against his father, John 
OYSTON snr. Thomas undoubtedly 
travelled the 26 miles (42 kilometres) 
by train as the service between Adelaide and Gawler had opened in 1857. His 
sister Sarah FRANSEN (nee OYSTON) was suing their father over ownership 
of property in Port Adelaide. It had been previously endowed to her and then 
supposedly, fraudulently reclaimed by her father. 

The	 court	 transcript	 is	 difficult	 to	 decipher,	 and	 the	 outcome	 is	 somewhat	
confusing. However, it appears that John snr had endowed the property to 
Sarah before her marriage. Then at some time before or after that event, John 
snr had taken a dislike to Sarah’s husband, Henry FRANSEN. Outside of the 
court John snr was reported to have said: ‘That Dutchman won’t get my money.’ 
Though John snr appears to have won the case, the evidence seems to support 
his daughter’s accusation. I believe though, by the 1880s, John snr was well 
connected	and	a	man	of	influence	in	Port	Adelaide.	So	much	so	perhaps,	that	the	
judge’s	findings	did	not	appear	to	be	corroborated	by	the	evidence	presented.	

Flora Jane MASON nee OYSTON centre, 
with her son Beverly John MASON and daughter 

Gwendoline MASON, alongside SS Kyabra of State 
Ships WA,at the Bunbury Wharf c1930. 

Photo courtesy of Mrs Beryl WILLIAMS of Canberra.
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Returning to Thomas: He is listed in commercial records as being a chaff cutter 
by trade. After working for his father’s Wood Yard and Chaff business in Adelaide, 
which operated from 1873 to 18814, Thomas continued with this type of work 
in the rural areas around the booming township of Gawler5 (established 1839). 
From the birth of his children we can see that he was working in the northern 
town for at least the period February 1881 through to June 1882. It was just one 
year after Thomas married Flora that they moved north.

There could have been many 
reasons for this move: the 
historical evidence of Thomas’ 
father’s domineering personality, 
and a falling out between 
the two, supporting Thomas’ 
appearance in court aiding his 
sister. One could speculate this 
authoritarian image of John snr 
as the catalyst for all but one of 
his children eventually moving to 

WA. Alternatively, Thomas may have been the mainstay of John snr’s business 
and wanted to seek his fortune independently or the Port Adelaide business may 
have been on the verge of closure, for shortly after Thomas’ departure, it was 
closed. In Gawler, Thomas may well have ended up working for the similarly 
named Chaff and Wood Cutting business of Dale and Eastwood (established 
1878).

Following the death of Thomas’ 
wife Flora in 1888, at 30, he 
went on to marry 37-year-old 
Emily DAVIES nee ROWLAND 
in Adelaide on 16 March 1891. 
Emily was born c1854 and died 
in Manoora SA in 1897, at just 
43. They had been married only 
six years. At the time of their 
marriage, she was a resident of 
Glanville, a seaside suburb of 
Adelaide, also where the original OYSTON family resided for some time. Emily, 
therefore, may have been known to Thomas before their marriage. Was this 
a latent love match, or was he looking for someone, whom he already knew, 
to help him care for his surviving children? By then there remained only Flora 
Jane, aged 10 and Ciscelia May, aged 6.

Sometime after 1897, the year of his second wife’s death, Thomas moved to 
WA. At this time, Flora and Ciscelia were 16 and 12 years respectively. They 
may have already been there, having been sent to the care of a married Aunt 
or Uncle shortly after the death of their mother. This is a strong possibility given 
Flora Jane married at 16. 

A view of Murray Street, Gawler, c19007

Chaff cutting process from stacked sheaves of 
hay, bagged, loaded onto horse-drawn wagon 

and sold as fodder for farm animals.
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Eventually, Thomas shows up in the 1910 Electoral Role for WA, Division of 
Fremantle, Subdivision of Canning, giving his address as Wimbledon St, 
Gosnells. His occupation is revealed as a foreman. Up until that time there is no 
recorded or anecdotal evidence of his employment or residence for the years 
after Emily’s death in 1897 to 1902.

Then in 1913, in the Western Australian Directory, Thomas shows up as residing 
in Pickering Brook as a woodcutter and later, from 1925 to 1933, as a caretaker 
of the Karragullen Railway Station in WA. This last location is also the town 
in which his daughter Ciscelia and husband John SAUNDERS lived. Their 
son, Angus SAUNDERS, was interred in the same grave as his grandfather in 
Karrakatta, some 22 years after Thomas’ death, an indication of the closeness 
of his family’s relationship.

Thomas died in August 1933 in Perth Public Hospital from Myocarditis and 
Pulmonary Oedema, a sign of a long-standing heart condition. Two interesting 
items	arise	from	his	death	certificate.	They	were,	the	first	mention	of	his	mother’s	
middle name as ‘Jane’, and the length of his residency in WA as 31 years. This 
places his arrival as 1902. He was buried in Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth, WA 
where his headstone reads:

In loving memory of
Thos. Oyston Angus Saunders

who passed away who passed away
28th August 1933 31st May 1944

aged 81 aged 26
also his grandson, ‘sleeping where no shadows fall’

Postscript
So as always, as one brick wall is solved, another or several more are presented. 
There are too many coincidences, unproven and possibly unrelated issues 
to	draw	firm	conclusions.	Further	 research	may	 reveal	 the	missing	history	of	
Thomas OYSTON. 

Regarding Thomas’ earlier premarital relationship with Sarah Jane LOVE - she 
went on to marry, at 21, a Michael HANLEY on 12 June 1877 in the Trinity 
Church, Adelaide. Then later, a Mrs James HANLEY gave birth to a son, Edward 
Francis HANLEY on 15 November 1881 who died just 11 days later. As this child 
bears almost the same name as Thomas and Sarah’s son six years earlier, 
(note the minor spelling difference) could this be Sarah Jane or a sister-in-law to 
Michael?	If	so,	I	can	only	hypothesise,	that	Jane’s	first	son	to	Thomas	also	died	
young.	The	question	remains	 though,	what	did	happen	 to	Sarah	LOVE’s	first	
child Edward France LOVE-OYSTON? 

Then,	a	final	unbelievable	event,	years	later,	in	2018,	while	holidaying	in	Canada,	
I arranged to meet up with a Facebook friend, Tom OYSTON. We met for coffee 
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in Dundas, Ontario, to talk about any possible family connections. When he 
arrived, he introduced his wife - Sharon Kay LOVE. The probabilities of another 
LOVE-OYSTON match were a little bit scary and a little bit exciting.

Thomas OYSTON Family Tree

Acknowledgements:
Jim OYSTON of Sydney for access to his papers and extensive family knowledge 
1991.
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Enter NOW
Gina Tooke

Following the success of last year’s competition, the E.M. Fletcher Award 
is back! Named in honour of Eunice Fletcher, a long-time member who had 
significant	input	into	the	formation	of	the	Society,	the	award	is	for	the	best	short	
story of 1,500 – 2,000 words on a family history / genealogy theme. 

Whether you are telling a story about one of your ancestors or sharing a personal 
memoir, the broad theme allows plenty of scope to be creative. The genre of 
writing	 is	not	 limited,	so	 try	your	hand	at	non-fiction,	biography,	creative	non-
fiction	or	fiction.	

Judges for the 2020 competition are Professor Peter Stanley, Barbara Moore 
and Kerrie Gray. Peter is one of Australia’s most active military historians and 
has written over 30 books. Barbara is a Fellow of the Society, convenes the 
Irish	Special	Interest	Group	and	has	published	five	books.	Kerrie	is	a	HAGSOC	
member and former President of the Australasian Federation of Family History 
Organisations. Kerrie has also been a judge of the Nick Vine Hall Award, for the 
best family history journal. 

We are pleased to announce that Robin, Anne and John Fletcher are generously 
co-sponsoring the 2020 competition prizes. Prizes to be won include $1,000 for 
the best story and an additional HAGSOC member prize of a 12-month Society 
membership and a $75.00 voucher. We sincerely thank the Fletcher family for 
their kindness in supporting this award.

Every family has a story – write yours now. The competition is open for entries and 
closes on 15th July 2020. All the information about how to enter the 2020 E.M. 
Fletcher Writing Competition and a promotional poster is on the HAGSOC website. 
Please direct any enquiries to writingcompetition@familyhistoryact.org.au.

Prof. Peter Stanley, FAHAKerrie GrayBarbara Moore, FHGSC

E.M. Fletcher Writing Competition 
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Significant Find
Peter Browning

My grandparents, George Victor and Olive (nee BARRAND) BROWNING were 
long term residents of Toms Crescent, Ainslie, having been transferred from 
Melbourne to Canberra in 1927 with the Customs Department. Their story is told 
in Voices of Old Ainslie and on a plaque at Ainslie shops.

In my late father’s effects, I found an envelope notated as a One Penny Stamp, 
which had remained unopened for many years. On opening that envelope, I 
discovered the stamp, but unknown to the family it was attached to a Postcard 
- OFFICIAL SOUVENIR AUSTRALIA’S AERIAL MAIL 

There were 1785 such Postcards and Number 1432 was sent by Mr George 
Victor BROWNING to himself in Melbourne, as a 15-year-old, stamped Sydney 
18 July 1914, and with a small verse:

Rising gently from the hillside
To the cheering of the crowd
With the first Aerial mailbag
On his trip to Sydney bound
- G V Browning

On 16 to 18 July 1914, Ernest 
GUILLAUX (1883–1917), a 
French aviator better known as 
Maurice,	flew	Australia’s	first	air	
mail	 and	 air	 freight	 flight,	 from	
Melbourne to Sydney. 

On	May	13,	1914	the	American	aviator	‘Wizard’	STONE	announced	plans	to	fly	
mail from Melbourne to Sydney, but on June 1 STONE crashed in Rockhampton, 
while racing against an automobile, as injured and his aircraft was badly 
damaged. 

GUILLAUX took over the air mail project. He took off on his journey from 
Flemington showgrounds, Melbourne at 9:12 am on 16 July 1914, and landed in 
fields	at	Seymour	and	Wangaratta	before	entering	New	South	Wales,	reaching	
Albury racecourse. 

He	flew	on	to	Wagga	Wagga	and	then	to	Harden.	Trying	to	fly	on,	he	was	forced	
back	by	bad	weather.	 In	one	day,	he	had	flown	about	575	kilometres,	giving	
aerobatic displays over each town to entertain the huge crowds that greeted him 
at every stop. On 17 July he was again forced to return to Harden because of 
weather, but on 18 July he was able to move on to Goulburn. 

A One Penny Stamp Leads to a
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He missed a planned landing at Moss Vale, but landed just behind the main 
street of Liverpool. He then arrived at Moore Park, in central Sydney, where 
he was received by a huge crowd, including the Governor-General, Sir Ronald 
Munro FERGUSON. 

This	was,	 at	 the	 time,	 the	 longest	 air	mail	 flight	 anywhere	 in	 the	world.	The	
Postcards were then sent by regular mail to the addressees. You can imagine 
the excitement of a 15-year-old receiving his Postcard by return mail.

The Postcard was an exciting 
find,	 but	 more	 importantly,	
on closer examination I saw 
that there were a number of 
signatures on it and I realised 
that George had taken the 
Aerial Mail with him to France 
during WWI and had it signed by 
a number of people, including 
his	 brothers,	 at	 significant	
locations.

George enlisted in January 
1916 at 17 and 5 months, but 
stated he was 18. He embarked 
from Melbourne in July 1916 and was with the 21st battalion in France from 1916 
to 1918, then arrived back in Australia in 1919, being discharged in January 
1920.

In 1918, the 21st Battalion participated in the battles of Hamel, Amiens and Mont 
St. Quentin, including the breach of the Hindenburg Line in October 1918. As a 
result of the heavy losses that the battalion suffered during this time, the 21st 
Battalion’s	strength	fell	to	the	point	where	it	was	able	to	field	little	more	than	a	
company	of	men	fit	for	active	service.

It was ordered to disband and provide reinforcements to other battalions, but 
on 25 September 1918, the Battalion’s personnel mutinied in protest against 
the order to disband and subsequently the order was rescinded. Thus, the 21st 
Battalion	took	part	in	the	final	Australian	operation	of	the	war,	joining	the	attack	
at Montbrehain on 5 October. The following day, upon a request made by Prime 
Minister Billy Hughes, the Australian Corps was withdrawn from the line with the 
21st Battalion being the last Australian battalion to be withdrawn. 

George’s three brothers, Walter, Charles and Norman, and two brothers-in-law 
to be, Frank and Lesley BARRAND, also served in France. Of these six men, 
only four returned to Australia, with Walter A BROWNING, being killed in 1917 
at Bullecourt and Frank H BARRAND being killed in 1917 at Polygon Wood. 
Lesley BARRAND was awarded the Military Medal in 1918 at Framerville.

Guillaux and his Bleriot XI monoplane after the 
Melbourne-Sydney flight, which is preserved in 

the Power House Museum, Ultimo, Sydney.
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The signatures on the Postcard include the four brothers:

W A BROWNING, (who died at Bullencourt on 3 May 1917)
Charles BROWNING
N BROWNING, 4-10-17 Broodseinde Ridge

The Battle of Broodseinde in 1917 came after the Battle of Polygon Wood, and 
was the third of the attacks in the Flanders Offensive (Third Battle of Ypres) 
which would then permit attacks on Passchendaele Ridge.

G V BROWNING, Hindenburg Line Oct 2nd 1918
And several unknown colleagues 
whom I am trying to identify:

E W KIRBY, Peter TAYLOR 
21 Battn, W SHEPHEARD, 
R A W? South Africa, 
Val Pa?, ?eve ?e, ?ellie 
Bevco?, R C? li lla?e

So	 a	 very	 significant	 piece	 of	
family	history	finally	saw	the	light	
of day.

George Redmonds and Surnames
Peter Procter FHGSC

The death of Dr George REDMONDS occurred in 2018. Amongst family 
historians around the world he was known for his remarkable research. He 
introduced a new understanding of English surnames. He demonstrated that 
the commonplace ideas about the dictionary meaning of a surname could be 
misleading. Through his research of surname use in Yorkshire, he revealed that 
many surnames could be proven to have a one-person origin a long time ago. 
Furthermore, some of those surnames, but not all, could be traced back to a 
known individual and place.
George	REDMONDS	wrote	up	his	extensive	findings.	He	also	lectured	widely	
around the world about his passion. It was a pleasure to meet him here in 
Canberra during the 1990s, when he was on a tour. His talk to a group of us 
was friendly, helpful, and appreciated.
Over forty years ago, George REDMONDS’ ground-breaking work was published 
as part of the English Surnames series. His was called simply, ‘Yorkshire, West 
Riding’	(Phillimore,	1973,	314p).	It	was	his	first	book.	A	copy	is	still	held	by	the	
National Library of Australia. Despite the title, his observations about English 
surnames cover much more territory than Yorkshire, but his main emphasis was 
on the names that feature in that county right back to the 1300s.
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Here is a tiny sample of surnames that he discusses. They include both familiar 
ones and rarities, these included:

•	 Barraclough, Bywater, Shackleton
•	 Crowther,	Granger,	Thatcher,	Procter	(work	suffix	‘-er’)
•	 Gawkroger, Whitehead, Armstrong
•	 Henderson, Battye (from Bartholomew), Oddy.

Their	 classification	 into	 groups	 like	 placenames	 and	 occupations	 may	 be	
obvious.
During the discussion time after his talk, I asked him about one of my maternal 
grandmothers. It turned out that her surname is an example of those with a single 
person origin. Later, I sent him details of that ancestor. In the parish register in 
January 1720/21 the surname was spelt one way, but in the same year it was 
spelt quite differently in the parish account book. Today, everyone who has that 
name, CLUDERAY, is descended from that couple, Ralph and Susannah, who 
lived then at Spofforth near Leeds. In addition, George REDMONDS mentioned 
the ‘vowel shift’ when the Yorkshire pronunciation changed. From his extensive 
research, he was able to trace the likely source of the family name back to John 
DE CLYDERHOU and Agnes his wife in 1298. He indicated how the name was 
transformed over the centuries into CLIDEROWE and RIMINGTON in Yorkshire 
and to CLUDERO at York in 1524. It doesn’t look like it now, but CLUDERAY is 
derived from a placename near the River Ribble in Lancashire. Today that town 
is Clitheroe.
Another surname was of general interest. Strangely years ago, about 2004, 
there was a ‘Who do you think you are?’ television program about Bill ODDIE. 
Yes, one of the ‘Goodies’. It is possible to check what that program missed. It 
was a key feature called ‘the historical context’. Some of us have learned that 
we both are descended from a known individual. He was a real ‘Viking’ with 
a Norwegian name. His older brother inherited the farm from his father, but 
the younger brother, Hoddi, has living descendants even now. In 1280, records 
show he lived at Gasegill, near Rimington in Ribbledale. The Norse personal 
name is Oddr and ‘gil’ means ravine. REDMONDS has a lot more to say about 

this Danelaw family. As well, those who have 
inherited	 the	 rare	 genetic	 disfigurement	 called	
Dupuytren’s Disease have an additional link to 
those historic Norwegians. The relevance of 
Redmond’s work is fascinating.
Farewell, George. You have been very generous 
with your investigation of documents like the 
Poll Tax, the Subsidy Rolls, the Hearth Tax, and 
manor records. These are rarely accessible to us.
George REDMONDS was born in 1925. He 
studied modern languages, gaining his PhD in 
1970. He passed away on Friday 10 August 2018 
at	Huddersfield.George Redmonds 2001
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Neva Millicent Wilkinson 1899-1976
Cheryl Bollard

My maternal grandfather came from a long line of British and Anglo-Indian 
families living in India stretching back to the mid-1700s. It was while researching 
this family line that I came across Niva Millicent WILKINSON. Neva’s story 
intrigued me from the start, and the more I research her life, the more I am 
impressed by her willingness to live life on her own terms. 

Born at Dardanup on August 13, 1899, Neva Millicent WILKINSON was the sixth 
child of Charles William WILKINSON and his wife Madeleine Clara LAXTON-
WHITE	 and	 the	 first	 to	 be	 born	 in	 Western	 Australia.1 Charles spent his 
childhood in Karachi, India and migrated to Victoria around 1886. Little is known 
of Madeleine’s life before their marriage in Melbourne in 1888.2 Charles worked 
as a stationmaster for the Western Australian Railways and his wife and nine 
children,	five	girls	and	four	boys	travelled	with	him	as	he	was	posted	to	stations	
across the Ferguson Valley.3 He was well regarded in the community and active 
in social, military and cultural activities.4 One of his passions was music and he 
passed	his	musical	talent	on	to	his	children	especially	Zarita,	a	flute	player	and	
Neva, an accomplished cornet player.5

Neva’s world changed in 1914 when her eldest brother Norman along with many 
other	young	men	from	their	community	enlisted	to	fight	in	the	Great	War.6 His 
letters home inspired Neva and Zarita to become actively involved in supporting 
the war effort. As part of Madame BENNETT-WILKINSON’s touring group, 
they performed at concerts in military camps and base hospitals, as well as the 
repatriation wards of the Perth Hospital and convalescent homes.7 As young 
girls this exposure to the realities of war would have made a lasting impression 
and	seems	to	have	influenced	Neva’s	later	choices	in	life.	When	the	war	ended,	
most of Neva’s brothers and sisters married, but Neva continued her musical 
career until 1923, playing the cornet at theatres and concert halls across W.A. 
usually in support of returned servicemen.8 

Neva’s adventurous spirit and love of travel and exotic places became very 
evident over the next few years. They are also mystery years, raising many 
questions that need a lot more research to resolve. In October 1919, she is 
listed on the passenger list of the Marsina, returning to Sydney from Rabaul, 
New Guinea.9 At the time, Rabaul was under Australian Military Administration 
with a population of 976 white people (mostly men) , making it a very unusual 
trip for a 19-year-old.10 There are no other family members on the passenger 
list, however her future husband Cecil BOLES was a fellow passenger. In 1927, 
Neva spent two years on the Fead Islands, a group of tiny coral cays, between 
New Ireland and the Solomon Islands.11 The island’s coconut plantation had 
just been purchased by Louis William CARSON, and we don’t know whether 
Neva was a governess, nurse, missionary or a visitor. When her father Charles 
died in 1929, his obituary describes Neva as working as a nurse in Kohat, a 
military cantonment on the North-West frontier of India.12 Nothing is known of 



17The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 43 No. 1

Neva’s nursing training but she may have been working for either the Queen 
Alexandrea Imperial Nursing Service or the Colonial Nursing Service, both of 
which operated hospitals in Kohat. From 1929 to 1935, she travelled frequently 
between Bombay, London, Australia and New Guinea, lending credence to 
some form of posting or continued training.13 Neva’s last trip was in May 1935 
when she left London, after staying with an uncle in Cornwall and gave her new 
permanent address as Rabaul.14

On her arrival Neva married Cecil Baden Powell 
BOLES.15 Cecil (Charlie), another adventurous 
soul, was an accomplished schooner master 
with the Expropriation Board and had been living 
in Rabaul since 1924.16 Fiercely patriotic, Cecil 
enlisted	three	times	during	WW1,	first	in	the	Army	
as a 16-year-old in 1916, after his 18th birthday in 
May	1918	and	finally	in	the	Navy	in	late	November	
1918 after his discharge from the Army.17 His 
letters to his parents in Kiama were published in 
newspapers and provide a fascinating glimpse 
into the life in the hinterland of New Guinea.18 He 
wrote: ‘My job is to collect on the copra at the 
small plantations and drop it at Numatunai for the 
steamer from Sydney to pick up. The ship has a 
crew of 15 boys and a Chinese engineer, so I am 
the only white man on board’.19

By this time Rabaul had developed from its early 
German origins into a pleasant colonial town with 
shady streets, shops, sports facilities and commerce, which was dominated 
by the island trading companies of W.R. Carpenter and Burns Philp. It was, 
however, still strictly racially segregated and visibly European-controlled. The 
town and Territory were run by Australians for Australians, who were loyally 
British in their sentiments.20 Most of the European population of New Britain was 
centred around Rabaul with plantations dotted along the coastline and major 
waterways.	Influenced	by	her	time	in	Kohat,	Neva	and	Cecil	moved	away	from	
colonial society to the remote south east coast. They bought a sawmill and 
bungalow at Waterfall Bay on the Wanung River and were pioneers in the timber 
industry on New Britain. Neva described their home in an article published in 
the West Australian, ‘The bungalow and mill stood on white sand, surrounded by 
water on three sides. By simply walking off the veranda on either side one could 
plunge into the cold fresh water of the river or the warm lazy surf of the sea. At 
high tide the water seeped up under the house… Best of all was the waterfall. 
With	terrific	volume	and	icy	cold	blast,	it	gushes	from	the	side	of	a	hill	with	a	fall	
of about 10 feet and only 25 yards from the sea. We bathed in the icy pool at its 
base and explored the surrounding caves. A delightful spot, hidden there in the 
dark green foliage, the show place of the bay.’21

Cecil Baden Powell Boles 
 Photo: Australian War Memorial
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It would be nice to think Neva and Cecil were able to spend the rest of their 
lives together in this paradise, but unfortunately life took a different path. At 
4:10 pm on Sunday 29 May 1937, two volcanos on the edge of Rabaul erupted 
causing	 terror,	anxiety	and	 the	death	of	502	people.	A	small	 flotilla	of	boats,	
including the BOLES’ schooner Matupi, helped ferry the thousands of evacuees 
out to the larger ships waiting offshore to take them through ash fallout and mud 
rains to safety at the Vunapope Mission at Kopoko.22 Just a few years later on 
May 5, 1940, Charlie became seriously ill with pneumonia, Neva sought help 
from one of nearby plantations but 
by Friday May 10, his condition had 
worsened and at 9pm it was decided 
to seek medical help in Rabaul. The 
Rabaul Times reported ‘The motor 
schooner Kwong Chow arrived in 
port	 early	 Saturday	morning,	 flying	
the	quarantine	 flag	and	her	 ensign	
at half-mast. On board lay the body 
of Charlie BOLES, he had passed 
away the previous night during the 
voyage ... His widow was also on 
board the vessel, having made a 
valiant	 fight	 during	 the	 trip	 to	 save	
her husband’s life’.23 After his death, 
Neva continued to live at Waterfall 
Bay and operate the sawmill.

By 1941, the impact of World War 2 began to be felt as the Japanese presence 
in	 the	 South	 Pacific	 expanded	 rapidly	 and	 the	 Japanese	 began	 to	 target	
Rabaul’s deepwater harbour. In March 1941 Lark Force was sent to Rabaul to 
defend the harbour and maintain a forward air observation line. By December 
1941,	the	Japanese	were	flying	regular	reconnaissance	over	the	city	and	by	late	
December non-essential personnel were evacuated to Australia, however Neva 
stayed on the property and continued to deliver timber to Rabaul.24 At 7am on 
January 22, Neva was just off Gazelle Point at the entrance to Simpson Harbour 
with a load of milled timber when the Japanese mounted an air raid with 110 
aircraft. Four hours later Neva arrived at Ah Tam’s wharf and on hearing of the 
approach	of	 the	 Japanese	 fleet,	 immediately	 headed	back	 towards	Waterfall	
Bay. They picked up Amalgamated Wireless (Australasia) (AWA) radio operators 
at Ralum before arriving at the Tol plantation at daylight on the 23rd, two days 
before the infamous Tol massacre. They continued their journey down the coast 
picking up refugees from plantations at Cutarp, Waterfall Bay and PalMalMal, 
heading across to the Trobriand Islands and Samurai before arriving in Port 
Moresby, where they were eventually evacuated to Australia. Neva wrote of their 
harrowing escape in Pacific Island’s Monthly saying ‘the most nerve-wracking 
experience of the whole trip was getting out of Rabaul Harbour, expecting Jap 
warships to come nosing round Praed Point at any moment.’25

The Kwong Chow moored at a Jetty, 
Rabaul Harbour c.1929 

https://nla.gov.au:443/tarkine/nla.obj-144397901
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Neva arrived in Cairns in early February with nothing more than the clothes 
she was wearing and began the protracted process of reclaiming her property 
at Waterfall Bay. Interestingly on her registration for aid form, she claims she 
has specialist skills in munitions work but does not mention her nursing skills 
– another mystery to be solved!27 Three weeks later she married William Alfred 
LUKE, an AWA evacuee she nursed during their escape, in Sydney.28 They 
moved to Perth straight after their marriage, where Bill continued to work for 
AWA as a wireless operator. AWA provided radio operators for ships and coastal 
services and in 1946 he was posted back to Rabaul. Neva and Bill moved to 
Malmalulan, a property on the Gazelle Peninsular near Rabaul and stayed until 
1960 when they were posted to Kalgoorlie in WA.29 Four years later, they were 
sent to Nauru for a year before setting up home in Sydney in 1966. Throughout 
this	time,	Neva	continued	to	fight	to	prove	ownership	of	both	of	their	properties,	
with	the	final	unsuccessful	court	case	being	held	in	1973.30 Neva died of a heart 
attack on 20 March 1976, aged 76 and donated her body to the University of 
New South Wales for medical research.31

Described as having ‘great pluck and initiative’, Neva’s talent, resilience, sense 
of adventure and independence is remarkable by today’s standards and is even 
more impressive for a woman born in 1899.32

1 Birth certificate for Neva Millicent Wilkinson, born 13 August 1889, Registry of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages, Western Australia, 5025/1899

Map of New Britain showing Neva’s property and escape during World War 2.26
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Errors - Fixed
Cynthia Worringham

Recently I had a success with notifying The National Archives (TNA) of errors in 
the indexing of some military documents. The person in question was Thomas 
Henry Worringham READ, the Worringham being his mother’s maiden name. 
(He was a musician in the Royal Marines, eventually becoming bandmaster.) But 
the document had scanned variously as Thomas Henry Worringham with Read 
completely absent, because being a long 
name the writer had put the “Read” above the 
heading of the next column and the scanner 
didn’t see it, also Thomas Jean Worringham 
READ, Thomas Henry Horringham READ 
and one or two other permutations, probably 
because	 of	 faint	 or	 otherwise	 difficult	
handwriting.

You do get an image viewer to check these 
entries before purchase though it can be 
challenging to read it. Anyway, the point of 
writing this is to mention, in case anyone 
hasn’t noticed, that there’s a facility to draw 
attention to errors like these, so that the indexing can be corrected (subject of 
course to agreement of the powers that be). It’s just below the record: “Have you 
found an error with this catalogue description? Let us know” 

Through this facility I was able to get my second cousin twice removed re-
indexed	very	quickly,	in	the	first	instance	overnight.

The National Archive (TNA) UK
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Do you have German ancestors?
There are two possible educational events in 2020 for those with German 
ancestors. We hope that Dirk Weissleder will manage to put Canberra on 
his itinerary for April 2020. Dirk was elected General Secretary of the World 
Federation of Genealogy and Heraldry in September 2019.

He is drawn to Australia because of the 170th anniversary of the arrival of the 
Pribislaw, carrying 50 Wendish immigrants. The Wends are a small community 
of Slavic people from Lusatia in eastern Germany. His expertise in German 
genealogy is legendary.

Coincidentally, a complimentary education service has offered to come to 
Canberra. History Helpers is run by Ben Hollister, a professional Australian 
genealogist specialising in German-Australian research. He is from South 
Australia! This is a combination of content lectures as well as practical 
component on using online sources. We would hope to run this in the months 
following Dirk’s visit.

As both events are likely to require speaker costs, can you please tell us of your 
interest by email to registration@familyhistoryact.com.au.
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Education Courses in 2020
Sue Pillans and Clare McGuiness

We are really pleased to announce two different courses this year, each to 
be	held	twice.	Due	to	the	difficulties	committing	to	multi-day	courses,	for	both	
participants and E&E, we have decided to provide courses that will be run over 
three afternoons only.

This has made us consider delivering broad concepts rather than detailed 
content.

The	 first	 is	 the	Beginning Family History Course, which is a conceptually 
driven course covering:

1. the pedigree (tree),
2. family stories and
3. progressing family history.

You’ll	 learn	 how	 it	 all	 fits	 together.	The	Writing Family History Course will 
similarly cover the broad concepts:

1. getting started,
2. writing skills and
3. sharing your family history.

The writing course will link you to a mentor between sessions for feedback 
on your writing. Look for the course details as they come up on the website, 
Newsletter and TAS.

The dates for the Beginning Family History Course are:

Saturday afternoons 2-5pm on April 18, 25 and May 2;
and repeated on

Sunday afternoons 2-5pm on August 2, 9 and 16
(during Family History Month). 

The dates for the Writing Family History Course are

Sundays June 7, 14 and 28,
and repeated on

Saturdays October 3, 10 and 24.
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National Library of Australia
Grahame Thom FHGSC

One of the pleasures of living in Canberra is the easy access to the National 
Library of Australia (NLA). I started my family history research in 1968 when I 
was living in Lyons, and the NLA had moved into its new building in August that 
year. I was still studying at the ANU and had been using the old NLA building in 
Kings Avenue. 

This	was	in	the	days	before	microfiche	indexes	of	births,	deaths	and	marriages	
and newspapers on Trove. I can still remember day by day searching through 
copies of The Sydney Morning Herald looking at lists of births, deaths and 
marriages. After lots of visits I found the 1922 deaths of my great grandparents, 
Robert and Jeanie THOM. They were on their way home from church waiting at 
the tram stop on Parramatta Road in Leichhardt, when a car being chased by 
police, lost control and crashed into a group of people waiting for a tram. Both 
my great grandparents were killed that night. 

I had no knowledge of this accident. By 1968 my grandparents THOM were 
deceased and my father was not the slightest interested in family history and 
told me very little. As he was born in 1916, surely he knew about the deaths 
of his grandparents, but then maybe not as religious differences had split the 
family. 

I became such a regular researcher at NLA, that staff thought I must be a 
professional researcher. I often used the printed volumes of the Australian 
Electoral Rolls. The Library staff must have been getting fed up with my regular 
requests for these large volumes, as they allowed me to do research in the 
stacks. I just simply took the books I needed to a small counter, and after 
finishing	returned	them	to	their	correct	location;	so	much	easier.

Over the years the Library would move services to different locations within the 
building.	The	small	newspaper	room	used	to	be	on	the	second	floor.	Then	it	was	
moved	to	the	lower	ground	floor	where	it	has	moved	a	couple	of	times.	I	became	
a	heavy	user	of	 the	Australian	Joint	Copying	Project	microfilms;	such	a	great	
resource now being digitised as part of Trove.

My biggest surprise resulted from a suggestion by a contact in England. He 
suggested I look at the two 1815 book volumes titled the History and Antiquities 
of the county of Leicester by John Nichols, in relation to my connection to the 
ASHBY family of Quenby Hall. I doubted the NLA would hold them, but to my 
surprise they did. And in volume one I found much information about this well 
known Leicestershire family, including a family tree taking my ASHBY line back 
to the 13th century. 

Memories of using the
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Did you miss out on reading last year’s short listed 
entries? 

The 2019 winning and shortlisted entries are 
published in the December 2019 edition of The 
Ancestral Searcher. Copies of the journal can 
be purchased for $5.00 each (plus postage) but 
be quick as stocks are limited. To order please 
email bookshop@familyhistoryact.org.au.

The stories are creative and evocative across 
diverse topics and genres. It is also interesting 
to see the many ways in which we can share 
our family history research. Well worth a 
read!

I did some general searching using my great grandfather’s name; John Edmund 
Miller RUSSELL, and variations such as J E M RUSSELL. To my surprise, 
the	NLA	site	 lead	me	to	finding	a	third	edition	of	a	small	booklet	of	48	pages	
titled The Pictorial Guide to the Blue Mountains of New South Wales by 
J E M RUSSELL. I was able to obtain a digital copy and as a result this booklet 
can be viewed online.

In 1991 I moved away from Canberra. A year later I joined the newly established 
Friends of the National Library of Australia and in 2018 I was elected as a 
Friends’ Committee member.

As you can imagine, after moving 
to Hobart, I became a regular user 
of the NLA website, especially its 
Trove website. Whenever we come 
to Canberra, we always spend 
time at the Library. Being a Friend I 
receive a discount on purchases at 
the bookshop, restaurant, and cafe, 
attend Friends’ functions and use 
the Friends’ Lounge, and reciprocal 
rights at State Libraries. I highly 
recommend that family historians and 
others, support the NLA by becoming 
a Friend. For more information go to 
the Friends website at https://www.nla.gov.au/content/friends-of-the-library

Stories from the 2019 
E.M. Fletcher Competition
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Hot Sites
Cora Num FHGSC

We	have	all	 been	 impacted	 in	some	way	by	drought,	 floods	and	fires,	 some	
more directly than others. I live on the far south coast in a cedar clad pole 
house adjoining bushland and have experienced the anxiety of being on alert 
and packed ready to evacuate if necessary. During the quieter days I focused on 
backing up my digitised data, photos and family history documents. Not all have 
been digitised and that is on my winter to do list. I plan to retire June 2020 to 
concentrate on organising my own research. The following is a list of ways you 
can protect your digital data and how to digitise if you have not already done so.

Backing up digital data
There are lots of backup options available. Do not rely on just one method 
and keep at least three backup versions. I use external hard disk drives, cloud 
storage,	archival	DVDs	and	USB	flash	drives	for	quick	backups.	

•	 Backup your computer system and also your smartphone and tablet
•	 Check the backups you create work and your data can be restored
•	 Keep a backup copy offsite with family, a neighbour or elsewhere
•	 Use archival quality CD/DVDs such as Taiyo Yuden DVD-R 8x Master Grade 

Silver. These will last 100 years, the others 3 to 10 years
•	 Use CD/DVD markers as others can break down the lining over time 
•	 Store upright in a case or archival CD/DVD folder away from light
•	 Use Cloud (online) storage as an additional backup 
www.karenware.com/powertools/karens-replicator-backup-utility
Karen’s Replicator is a free backup utility for Windows that will automatically 
backup	files,	directories,	even	entire	drives!	 It	 copies	selected	files	 from	one	
drive/folder to another. Files larger than 2 GB are supported. Options include 
repeated copies at intervals as short as a few minutes, or as long as several 
months	and	copy	only	files	that	have	
changed. This is one of my favourite 
tools and I have it set to backup 
several times a day to a good quality 
USB	 flash	 drive.	 I	 have	 five	 drives	
ranging from 128GB to 256GB and 
during	the	bushfire	crisis	 I	backed	all	
my digitised data onto these drives. 
If called to evacuate one went into 
my pocket, another into my handbag, 
another in the tech box and another 
in my laptop case, very portable in a 
crisis.
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Cloud storage
Cloud Storage is online storage and is a great additional backup for your data. It 
also allows you to access data across multiple devices (PC, laptop, smartphone 
or tablet). There are free and paid services available.

www.box.com/home

Box offers 10GB of free storage with a 
range of apps available.

www.dropbox.com
Dropbox offers 2GB of free storage 
with a range of apps available. 

mega.nz
Mega offers end-to-end encryption 
and 50GB free storage plus apps.

Cloud web apps
Google Drive and OneDrive offer free Cloud storage as well as Cloud based 
office	services	such	word	processor,	spread	sheets	and	more.	

TIP: Use these services to collaborate and share with others.

To digitise I use: 

scanspeeder.com
ScanSpeeder saves time and effort. 
It scans multiple photos at once on 
a	flatbed	scanner,	splits	 the	scanned	
photos	 into	 separate	 files	 and	 then	
straightens and enhances the photos. 
It scans directly from photo album 
pages. It saves both archival and 
sharing quality images. Free trial 
version available limited to 10 scans. 
Full version costs about $30.

play.google.com/store/apps
PhotoScan – free app from Google photos. It scans and saves printed photos 
using your camera phone. It takes multiple images and stitches them together. 
Glare is removed and quality improved. There is automatic cropping, perspective 
correction and smart rotation. It is 
really useful to scan from photos still 
in a photo album and to scan large 
framed photos.

Use these apps to transfer your family 
history database to your smartphone. 
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www.telgen.co.uk/families
The Families app by TelGen works 
with Legacy Family Tree. Legacy 
family	 files	 can	 be	 easily	 transferred	
from a PC to your iPhone, iPod Touch, 
iPad or Android device, enabling them 
to be viewed and edited wherever you 
are.

www.telgen.co.uk/gedfamilies
The GedFamilies app enables 
family	files	 in	GEDCOM	format	 to	be	
transferred from a PC to your iPhone, 
iPod Touch, iPad, Android phone or 
tablet.

Hot Sources No. 147
Cora Num FHGSC

BARTELT Mollie, A Simple Guide to Saving Your Family 
Photos: Organize Your Printed Photos Once and For 
All, Pixologie, Oak Creek WI, USA, 2016, 108p.

This book has been written by a photo organising pro 
and covers important questions including: Which photos 
should I keep? What do I need to sort my pictures? How 
do I make sure my photos are safe?

BAXTER Carol, Writing Interesting Family Histories, the 
author, St Ives NSW, 100p.

Learn how to structure a simple family history and begin 
writing by using simple words and sentences to evoke 
drama and tension. Turn your dusty piles of notes and 
photocopies into a riveting family history. It will challenge 
you to rethink what “facts” truly are. It will show you how 
to extract “dialogue” from original records. After reading 
this book, you too will be able to turn dry facts into 
exciting narrative.
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LEVENICK Denise May, How to Archive Family Keepsakes: Learn How to 
Preserve Family Photos, Memorabilia and Genealogy Records, Family Tree 
Books, 2012, 208p.

This book explains how to organise a loved one’s estate 
by honouring them, keeping the peace in your family 
and not taking over your home or life? It covers how 
to organise boxes of stuff by deciding which family 
heirlooms to keep and what to donate to museums, 
societies and charities. It also covers how to protect and 
pass on keepsakes; create a catalog of family heirlooms; 
organise	genealogy	files	and	paperwork;	digitize	family	
history	records	and	organise	computer	files	to	improve	
your research.

NELSON Cathi, Photo Organizing Made Easy: Going from Overwhelmed to 
Overjoyed, Purpose Driven Publishing, Hartford CT, USA 2017, 192p.

In this book professional photo organisers share eight 
steps to help you organise, maintain and enjoy your 
photos be it those stored in shoeboxes under the bed, 
in fading photo albums or on your phone. Learn how to 
tackle the challenges of time and technology, access 
trusted	resources	when	you	need	help	and	benefit	from	
expert advice.

WOOD, Marian Burk, Planning a Future for Your 
Family’s Past, Createspace Independent Publishing, 
Scotts Valley CA , USA, 2016, 98p.

This concise guide will help you organise and pass 
your genealogy collection and family history to the next 
generation by following the PASS Process: Prepare 
by organising materials, Allocate ownership, Set up a 
genealogical “will,” and Share with heirs.
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AUSTRALIA
Artists and galleries of Australia – Germaine, Max – A3/32/26
Fashions 1910-20 – Arnold, Ken - A7/26/03
Online newspapers: Getting the most out of Trove Newspapers (Australia) 

– Reid, Sue – A9/70/01
Pioneer schools of Australia – Blake, L J – A7/48/05
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
Westlake Electoral Roll 1943 and other Westlake families not on the roll – Gugler, 

Ann Robina - AA3/60/02
NEW SOUTH WALES
Monumental inscriptions of Cowra Cemetery 2018 - AN5/16.794/08
Unfinished revolution: United Irishmen in New South Wales 1800-1810 

– Whitaker, Anne-Marie – AN7/14/20
West Dapto Catholic cemetery: the early families, Part 1 [Abberton to Hore] 

– Nunan, Wendy E – AN3/32/114a
West Dapto Catholic cemetery: the early families, Part 2 [Hore to Woodland] 

– Nunan, Wendy E – AN3/32/114b
NEW ZEALAND
Online newspapers: Getting the most out of Papers Past – Reid, Sue – K9/70/01
INTERNATIONAL
Online newspapers: advanced searching techniques and name searching 

– Reid, Sue – L9/70/01
Online newspapers: getting the most out of the Gale Primary sources - historic 

newspapers – Reid, Sue – L9/70/02
Tracing your ancestors using DNA: a guide for family and local historians 

– Holton, Graeme S – L2/17/16 
GREAT BRITAIN
Online newspapers: Getting the most out of the British Newspaper Archive 

(United Kingdom) – Reid, Sue – M9/70/01

HAGSOC Library – 
New Collection Items In Brief

compiled by Barbara Moore FHGSC
A selection of those items which have been received recently and are available for use 
in the Society’s Library. More details on the items can be checked via the catalogue on 
the HAGSOC Internet website. Our thanks go to those members who have provided 
donations.
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ENGLAND
The English village green – Bailey, Brian – N7/40/12
Channel Islands
A History of the Bailiwick of Guerney: the islanders’ story – Marr, L James 

– NCi7/01/03
Portrait of the Channel Islands – Lempriere, Raoul – NCi7/01/04
The Story of the Channel Islands – Utley, John – NCi7/01/05
Cornwall 
St Breock and Wadebridge: a contribution to a history of parish and town – West, 

James – NCo7/01/09
Oxfordshire
Tracing your Oxfordshire ancestors: a guide for family and local historians 

– Lisle, Nicola – NOx5/04/05
SCOTLAND
Irish-born secular priests in Scotland 1829-1979 – Canning, Bernard J – P3/32/04
Angusshire
Hearth tax records for the Burgh of Dundee, 1691 – Dobson, David – PAns5/61/09
East Lothian
Bolton monumental inscriptions – Dodd, Joy – PEln5/16/04
Pencaitland Churchyard: Monumental inscriptions – Murphy, Norman 

– PEln5/16/03
West Lothian
Index to West Lothian Hearth Tax 1691: with county abstracts for Scotland 

– Adamson, Duncan – PWln5/61/02b
West Lothian Hearth Tax 1691 with County abstracts for Scotland – PWln5/61/02a
Ross and Cromarty
Lochcarron poor register Ross and Cromarty: 1845-1918 – Farrell, Stuart 

– PRoc5/67/01
Stirlingshire
Larbert Old Parish Churchyard: Burials and monumental inscriptions 

– PSti5/16/03
IRELAND
Irish Convicts – the origins of convicts transported to Australia – Reece, Bob 

– R7/14/21
Tracing your Irish ancestors 5th edition – Grenham, John – R5/04/07d
FAMILY HISTORIES
Ancestral Families – Gunson, Niel – A4/GUN/02a-g
Geoff Nixon: man of the land: a history of Gunniguldrie and the Nixon family 

– Nixon, Robert – A4/NIX/02
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AUSTRALASIA
•	 Kevin WHITE has written a biography of David COSSGROVE, the founder of 

Scouting in New Zealand. NZ Family Tree Dec 2019 p6 (electronic journal).
ENGLAND
•	 David ANNAL: Talk: “Death Duty Registers at the National Archives”. 

Hertfordshire People Dec 2019 n151 p37 (electronic journal).
•	 Benjamin CHARLESWORTH, George HILL and Thomas WAINWRIGHT 

were convicts from Yorkshire who arrived in NSW on board the Lady 
Harewood in Mar 1831. They had been tried and convicted of separate 
crimes at different times during 1830 and are among Yorkshire men included 
in the NSW Convict Indents. Cameo Dec 2019 n4 p14 (NYo9/60/09).

•	 Adele EMM: “Your Cotton and Wool Mill Ancestors”. The Yorkshire Family 
Historian Winter 2019 v45 n3 p49 (electronic journal).

•	 Ken GRIFFIN: “A talk - Buckinghamshire Convicts 1770-1870” Origins Winter 
2019 v43 n3 p158 (electronic journal).

•	 Charles HAMPSHIRE: “A Talk - What Happened to 
Lucy? Adoptions, Foundlings & Empire Children” 
Hillingdon FHSJ Dec 2019 n128 p35 (electronic 
journal).

•	 Celia HERITAGE: “Inquests” Kent FHSJ Dec 2019 
v6 n1 p25 (electronic journal).

•	 William KNOTT and his wife Sarah, with their son 
Edwin, departed England in Jan 1830 for the Swan 
River Colony in Western Australia. They left behind 
several children and grandchildren. Conditions in 
the	new	colony	were	difficult	 but	William	 remained	
optimistic, even following his wife’s death in 1833. 

From Our Contemporaries
Peter Kennedy & Pauline Bygraves

The items selected for this column are taken from some of the many overseas journals 
received by the Society - they usually mention Australia in some form or may be of 
general interest to Australian researchers. If you have an interest in a particular country 
or location, there will often be other relevant material - recently received journals are on 
display at the front of the Library. 
E-journals are accessible on the computers in the main room. Open the HCER icon on 
the desktop and click on the link to “Electronic Journals” under “Electronic Resources”. 
E-journals can also still be accessed on the computers in the overseas room. If you have 
any comments or suggestions, please email the editor@familyhistoryact.org.au. 
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His letters home are available at Nottingham Archives. Nottingham FHS Jan 
2020 v16 n15 p5 (electronic journal).

•	 Phillip Dodson NEED sailed on the Orizaba which left England in Oct 1896 
and landed in Albany, Western Australia. He was joining his brother, Ted, but 
left his wife and young baby behind. Phillip did not stay in Australia for long 
and was back in England by 1899. The letters he wrote home describing his 
outward journey are available at Nottingham Archives. Nottingham FHS Jan 
2020 v16 n15 p9 (electronic journal). 

•	 Margaret and Eric SMITH (emsmith@bigpond.com) 
have now written two e-books about two large families 
from Tingewick, Buckinghamshire, several of whom 
travelled to Australia as free emigrants (Frances 
TERRY and John CROSS - see TAS Sep 2019 
p139) or as convicts (Richard, Richard and Joseph 
TERRY). The three TERRYs and three other men 
were found guilty of rape in 1844 in Aylesbury. They 
were sent to London’s Millbank Prison, embarked on 
the Agincourt, disembarked for two years on Norfolk 
Island and then sent to Tasmania to conclude their 
sentence. Origins (Buckinghamshire FHS) Winter 
2019 v43 n3 p187 (electronic journal).

•	 Lynn SNOWDON: short summary of talk comparing experiences of two 
WWI soldiers one in the British Army and one in the AIF. Doncaster Ancestor 
Autumn 2019 v29 n3 p5 (electronic journal).

•	 Ed	THOMAS:	“Using	the	Valuation	Office	Records”	Tree Tappers (Malvern 
FHS) Autumn 2019 v24 p9 (electronic journal).

•	 Karen WALKER: summary of talk: “Were your ancestors involved in mining?” 
Doncaster Ancestor Autumn 2019 v29 n3 p29 (electronic journal).

GUERNSEY
•	 “Guernsey in 1775 and 1837”. La Sociètè Guernesiaise - Journal of the 

Family History Section Winter 2019 v33 n2 p19 (electronic journal).
IRELAND
•	 Chris DAWSON discovered through DNA testing that his paternal line was 

different from that of his brother and cousin. Through shared DNA matches, 
he established his grandparents were James GANNON and Mary (“May”) 
NEWMAN. James’ parents Michael GANNON and Rose CUMMINS 
emigrated from Kilbeggan, Co Westmeath in 1864. John NEWMAN and 
Eliza TUITE emigrated from Tullachanstown, Co Meath in 1881. Irish Roots 
4th Qtr 2019 n 112 p30 (R9/60/04).
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•	 Jennifer HARRISON: “Irish-Australians as Patron of 
the Fine Arts”. Irish Roots 4th Qtr 2019 n 112 p26 
(R9/60/04).

•	 Sean MURPHY: “Herbert Wood’s Guide to the Public 
Record	Office	of	Ireland:	What	was	lost	in	1922	and	
what has survived?”. Irish Roots 4th Qtr 2019 n 112 
p6 (R9/60/04).

•	 James G RYAN: “Tracing Your ... County Antrim 
Ancestors”. Irish Roots 4th Qtr 2019 n 112 p10 
(R9/60/04).

•	 “Trace Your Irish Family History - A Step by Step 
Guide”	(a	reprint	of	the	first	half	of	an	article	in	The 
Irish Times on 12 Mar 2018) Hillingdon FHSJ Dec 
2019 n128 p13 (electronic journal).

SCOTLAND
•	 Patricia DISHON: “Orkney’s Magic Carpet - Travels with the Linklater and 

Fea families”. Patricia discusses various members of the two families who 
migrated from Orkney to Adelaide. Barbara LINKLATER and her brother 
Charles LINKLATER travelled on the Burlington in 1864/65. Barbara married 
Malcolm GRANT in Adelaide in 1865. Subsequently, 
Barbara’s illegitimate daughter, Williamina SEATER 
also travelled to Adelaide and married Louis John 
LUSCOMBE in 1883. Another family member, William 
Miller LINKLATER, wrote a book (with Lynda TAPP), 
“Gather No Moss”, about his life in the Northern 
Territory in the 1880s as a stockman, cattle drover 
and horse breaker. Margaret FEA and her husband, 
Robert MILLER, also emigrated to Adelaide, as did 
Margaret’s sister, Eleanor FEA, and their brothers, 
Peter and James FEA. SIB Folk News (Orkney FHS) 
Winter 2019 n92 p8 (electronic journal).

•	 Adam	 LOGAN	 was	 married	 twice,	 first	 to	 Agnes	
GERRAND (who died in January 1897) and then to Annie STRACHAN 
in November of that year. Adam LOGAN frequently moved the family to 
places	all	over	Scotland,	England	and	Wales,	finding	work	and	 temporary	
accommodation on farms. One daughter, Madge, went to Canada, and 
another, Georgie, went to Australia. Anglo-Celtic Roots (British Isles Family 
History Society of Greater Ottawa) Winter 2019 v25 n4 p3 (electronic journal).
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Society Education and Social Activities
April to June 2020

Unless otherwise stated, all activities are held in the HAGSOC Education Room at the 
Cook Community Hub. Bookings not required for Monthly meetings, Special Interest 
Group meetings (open only to members), or User Group meetings (open to non-
HAGSOC members).
Education Sessions – Bookings are required for all Education and Events. Courses, 
Workshops and Seminars are listed in the President’s Newsletter, in the Library, and on 
our webpage www.familyhistoryact.org.au. For courses requiring payment, please register 
and pay for these events on our webpage, or at the Library. For any last minute changes 
please check the Events and Courses pages on our website www.familyhistoryact.org.au. 
Write to registration@familyhistoryact.org.au for course or general queries.

APRIL 2020
1 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 

(convenor	 Allyson	 Luders)	 meets	 on	 the	 first	 Wednesday	 of	 each	 even	
month. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com

2 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Rob 
Forrester)	meets	on	the	first	Thursday	of	every	even	month.	All	members	
welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

3 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny	O’Neill)	meets	on	the	first	Friday	of	every	month	except	Dec	and	Jan	
in the Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com

3 Fri 12.30pm to 2.30pm: Digital Assets Management Special Interest 
Group (convenor Danny O’Neill). Meeting based on the collaborative model 
with discussion and support to members wanting to explore how to manage 
their	computer	files,	photos,	documents	and	the	like	on	all	platforms,	for	our	
precious assets in digital form.

4 Sat 2pm to 4pm: Scotland in the HAGSOC Library. Members of the 
Scottish SIG are spearheading a new seminar program to facilitate use of 
the library, from understanding the wealth of material not found online and 
the use of our new catalogue. SIG members will be available to provide 1-1 
advice and brick-wall busting.

7 Tue 7pm: Monthly Meeting. Martin Jolley is an art historian from the ANU 
who will talk about Magic Lanterns and entertainment in the 19th century.

8 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor 
Michele Rainger) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month. 
Tonight’s topic is “Convicts on Norfolk Island” presented by Jenni Bird and 
Barbara Moore. For more information please contact Michele Rainger at 
michelerainger@gmail.com
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9 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Support Team) meets on the second Thursday of each month except January. 
This	month’s	topic	is	‘Adding	and	fixing	data,	including	relationships’.	Contact	
the Support Team at ftm.sug@familyhistoryact.org.au or come along to any 
meeting.

16 Thu 10am to 12noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
in the Education Room on the third Thursday of each month.

16 Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even month except Dec. For details and venue, 
contact Niel on 6248 0971.

18 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Clare 
McGuiness). All members welcome. For room set up purposes please email 
writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au if you are attending.

18 Sat 2pm to 5pm: Beginning Family History Course Session 1

25 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meets in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

25 Sat 2pm to 5pm: Beginning Family History Course Session 2

27 Mon: Anzac Day Public Holiday

27 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library- 
6251 7004 in the designated folder.

28 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au

28 Tue 12.30pm to 2.30pm: DNA Drop In Clinic No bookings required. Have 
you had a DNA Test and don’t know what it means or how to use the results 
in	family	research?	Join	 in	this	round	table	group	to	discuss	your	specific	
questions/problems on DNA. Contact: dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au 

MAY 2020
1 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 

Danny	O’Neill)	meets	on	 the	first	Friday	of	every	month	(except	Dec	and	
Jan) in the Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com
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2 Sat 2pm to 5pm: Beginning Family History Course Session 3

5 Tue 7pm: Monthly Meeting. Cheryl Mongan is a well-known to members 
for her long-term work in local history. She will talk about the repository 
of material relevant to family historians in the Yass and District Historical 
Society and some gems of the collections.

9 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). Talk by Sue Pillans “Scots – Irish DNA”. There are six meetings 
per	year,	held	on	the	first	Saturday	of	February,	then	the	second	Saturday	
of March, May, July, September and November. Contact Barbara at 
bmoore123@iinet.net.au 

9 Sat 12.30pm to 2pm: DNA Special Interest Group (convenors Elizabeth 
Hannan, Sue Barrett and Marilyn Woodward) meets on the second Saturday 
of every odd month (except January) in the Education Room. This meeting’s 
topics are 1) Health Reports from DNA and 2) Interpreting DNA - Why don’t 
I have matches for all my great grandparents? Putting your lines in order 
Sorting out matches, groups and those without a family tree. All welcome! 
This group will meet after the Irish SIG following a lunch break, so bring 
lunch if also attending the Irish SIG. For room setup purposes send an email 
to dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

14 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Support Group) meets on the second Thursday of each month (except 
January) in the Education Room. This meeting is a Q&A session. Contact 
the Support team at ftm.sug@familyhistoryact.org.au or come along to any 
meeting.

16 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Clare 
McGuiness) meets on the third Saturday of every month (except January) 
in the Education room. All members welcome. For room set up purposes, 
please send Clare an email on writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

21 Thu 10am to 12noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
(bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au) 

21 Thu 7.30 to 9.30pm: English and Welsh Special Interest Group (convenors 
Jeanette Hahn and June Penny) meets on the third Thursday of all odd 
months and covers all things English and Welsh.

24 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Australia Special Interest Group (convenor Pauline 
Ramage). We meet on the fourth Sunday of every odd month (except 
January) in the Education Room. 

25 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
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will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library- 
6251 7004 in the designated folder.

26 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au

JUNE 2020
2 Tue 7pm: Monthly Meeting. 

3 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 
(convenor	 Allyson	 Luders)	 meets	 on	 the	 first	 Wednesday	 of	 each	 even	
month. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com

4 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Bob 
Forrester)	meets	on	the	first	Thursday	of	every	even	month	in	the	Library.	
All members welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

5 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny	O’Neill)	meets	on	 the	first	Friday	of	every	month	(except	Dec	and	
Jan) in the Education room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com

5 Fri 12.30pm to 2.30pm: Digital Assets Management Special Interest 
Group (convenor Danny O’Neill). Meeting based on the collaborative model 
with discussion and support to members wanting to explore how to manage 
their	computer	files,	photos,	documents	and	the	like	on	all	platforms,	for	our	
precious assets in digital form.

7 Sun 2pm to 5pm: Writing Family History Session 1
8 Mon: Queens Birthday Public Holiday

10 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor 
Michele Rainger) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month in 
the Education room. Tonight’s session will have two parts: 1) The stories of 
two Convicts named Dunn (Shirley Dunn and Clare McGuiness) and 2) The 
stories of convict ancestors in 1788 and 1852 (Margaret Nicol). 

11 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Support Team) meets on second Thursday of each month (except January). 
Today’s meeting is on Media, including the Photo Darkroom, linking and 
organisation. Contact the Support Team on ftm.sug@familyhistoryorg.org.au 
or come along to any meeting.

14 Sun 2pm to 5pm: Writing Family History Session 2
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18 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
(bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au) 

18 Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even-numbered month (except December). For 
details and venue, contact Niel on 6248 0971.

20 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Clare 
McGuiness) meets on the third Saturday of every month (except January) 
in the Education room. All members welcome. For room set up purposes, 
please inform Clare on writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

21 Sun 2pm to 4.30pm: New Members Course - Education Session: Where 
do I Start - beginning your family history with Brian Buckley and The 
HAGSOC Library with Barb Toohey. Venue is the HAGSOC Education Room 
for this members-only education event. There is no cost and afternoon tea is 
provided. Check the Courses page for details and registration. 

27 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meets in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

28 Sun 2pm to 5pm: Writing Family History Session 3
29 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 

Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library- 
6251 7004 in the designated folder.

30 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour - 
Education Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure 
where to start? Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to 
discuss your problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the 
discussions on various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au

30 Tue 12.30pm to 2.30pm: DNA Drop In Clinic No bookings required. Have 
you had a DNA Test and don’t know what it means or how to use the results 
in	family	research??	Join	in	this	round	table	group	to	discuss	your	specific	
questions/problems on DNA. Contact: dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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Photocopies
A4 25c

Microform Prints
A4 45c

GRO Certificate and PDF Service
Members	$24	certificate,	$16	PDF
Non-members	$27	certificate	$19	PDF

Translation Service
Translations available for the following. 
languages:
English handwriting c. 1600, Estonian, 
French, German, Greek, Hungarian, 
Icelandic, Italian, Latin, Norwegian, 
Polish, Welsh, Yiddish.
Prices: A $10 fee for assessment of 
the material is non-refundable. Prices 
vary according to language and are 
charged per 100 words or part thereof. 
Further details in Library or from the 
secretary@familyhistoryact.org.au

LDS Film Viewing
The HAGSOC library is registered 
as	 a	 Library	 Affiliate	 with	 the	 LDS	
FamilySearch Organisation. This 
enables members using the HAGSOC 
library access to the approximately 
25% of digital records held by LDS 
that have restricted access imposed 
by copyright holders.

Discounts
Financial members receive a 10% 
discount when purchasing HAGSOC 
publications. Further details in Library

Research Advice
The service providing free research 
to members, for those facing a “brick 
wall” in their research, is currently 
suspended.
Research Service
Contact Jenny Higgins 0429 704 339 .

Readers' queries
Members may submit queries for 
inclusion in The Ancestral Searcher free 
of charge. Please no more than 200 
words per query. Non-members $27.50.
Contact: editor@familyhistoryact.org.au
(all prices include GST)

Services for Members

Notice to 
Contributors

The copy deadline for contributions 
to The Ancestral Searcher is the 
2nd Monday of the month prior to 
publication.
The journal is published quarterly 
in March, June, September and 
December.
The Editor welcomes articles, letters, 
news and items of interest on any 
subject pertaining to family and local 
history.
Please	 send	 text	 files	 in	 either	 MS	
Word or plain text. Articles should be 
no more than 2000 words, with one 
or two quality images. Please limit 
footnotes to 3-4 per 500 words.
Digital images should be a high 
resolution and tiff or jpeg images.
The Editor reserves the right to edit all 
articles and include or omit images as 
appropriate.
Authors can assist by; formatting 
dates to ‘1 July 1899’; months to be 
spelled out; no ordinals on numbers 
(no st/nd/rd/th); ship names should 
be italicised; all quotes to be in 
“double quotes”; and all family names 
should be formatted as CAPITALS. 
Submissions and questions to: 
editor@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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The objectives of the Society are:
To promote and encourage the study and preservation 

of family history, genealogy, heraldry and allied 
subjects, and to assist members and others 

in research in these areas.
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