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USING SCHOOL RECORDS FOR RESEARCH (Walthamstow 
School for Girls) 
Oona Kelly (LRC Manager, Walthamstow School for Girls) 
  
School records can contain a wealth of information for those 
undertaking research. Some records are kept by the local authority, but 
it is worth contacting a school to see if they hold any records. Many 
school records were pulped as part of the war effort, during both world 
wars, particularly admission registers. Our archive has only one 
surviving admission register for the period covering 1915 to 1918. 
These registers have name and birth date of the student, address, 
father’s or mother’s occupation, previous schooling and destination. We 
also have a Staff Register from 1890 to 1931. 
 
Our school magazines record events and achievements, along with 
literary contributions from both students and former students. They also 
record some births, marriages and deaths of former students and 
destinations (either academic or workplace). Our magazines date from 
1906 to 1974, with a gap (due to WWI) from 1917 to 1919.  
 
In the early days, our school also took in a few boys, many of them 
going on to attend Monoux College. Admission to the school was 
dependent on a scholarship or payment of fees and many of these boys 
had sisters already attending the school. I have found that some of our 
students married the brothers of their fellow students. Something that 
researchers may find difficult is that married women were often 
recorded under their husband’s first and second name.  
 
Headteacher’s logbooks are very useful resources to use, particularly 
for those interested in social history. They tend to have very sparse 
information and generally only relate to records of visitors and events, 
heating (or the lack of it), but sometimes you may come across other 
information. Although not complete, our logbooks date from 1913–
1986.  
 
We have exam results sheets from 1898 to 1967, and they include 
student names, grades and subjects. It should be noted that not all 
students would have taken the leaving exams, so would not be included 
in this information. 
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I hope this article has given you some indication of the type of records 
held by schools. Our school is always willing to hear from former 
students and their families, as we are constantly developing our archive 
to use as a resource with our current students.  
 

❖❖❖ 
 
RADICAL CHILDHOODS IN WALTHAM FOREST       

                                                     
Mark Carroll                                                              

 
As part of Waltham Forest’s celebrations as the 2019 London Borough 
of Culture, St Peter-in-the-Forest Church near Whipps Cross, 
Walthamstow, collaborated with our Society to put on an afternoon 
event. Held in the church on Saturday 6th April 2019, it was organised 
by local resident and childcare expert, Dr Mary Claire Martin, under the 
aegis of the Waltham Forest Heritage and History Network. Also taking 
part were David Boote (Chingford Historical Society) and for our 
Society, Mark Carroll, Barrie Burton and Tim Valder-Hogg. About 15 
people attended. Mary Claire gave a talk on the childhood of several 
well-known activists who were either born or brought up in Waltham 
Forest; some, such as William Morris, were familiar to the audience, 
others were not. Barrie spoke about how to use the digitised registers of 
St Peter’s, a project undertaken by the Society over the past 25 years 
and recently completed. There was then an interlude when folk could 
attend one of several parallel events: a tour of the churchyard to see 
some interesting memorial inscriptions there; a walking tour of the area 
around the church, including Forest School, Snaresbrook; and help with 
using the parish registers. The event ended with a talk by Mark on the 
childhood of his parents, who both grew up in Leytonstone; the two 
families were not exactly ‘radical’, but they did have some unusual 
features or out-of-the-ordinary experiences.  

This event demonstrated once again how valuable it can be for the 
Society to collaborate with like-minded organisations. It was put on at 
short notice after useful exchanges of ideas and with the support of the 
church, who provided the venue for free and other facilities. It was 
advertised online and via social media and word of mouth. The 
attendance was small, but we are hopeful it might lead to the 
recruitment of one new member for the Society. 
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DNA TESTING FOR GENEALOGY 
 

Amanda White, Kay Pack & Mark Carroll 
 
Introduction 
In a previous article (ref 1) two of us described the pros and cons of 
DNA testing for genealogy, with some of the preliminary outcomes 
relating to our respective families. In Mark’s case he did not make any 
breakthroughs in the ‘brick walls’ with his maternal Londoner SMITH 
family and his paternal Indian HAMID folk, nor did he locate any long-
lost cousins, but there was a suggestion that his maternal ORRISS 
family had originated in the west Midlands, rather than in their known 
base of Suffolk. In Kay’s case she did identify several long-lost cousins, 
including Huguenot ancestors from France and Belgium that she did not 
know she had. 
 
In the meantime, there have been several developments in relation to 
our genetic genealogy. Living DNA, the British company used by 
Mark, has now released the detailed data from their analysis; people 
who have been tested by them can now upload their results to 
communal genetic genealogy comparison websites (ref. 2). Because 
Kay and other members of Waltham Forest FHS had had some success 
with using the American company Ancestry, Mark decided to have his 
autosomal DNA (chromosomes 1-22) analysed by them. Kay has been 
using a website – DNA Painter – that allows her to allocate a given 
segment of DNA to a defined location on a particular chromosome. She 
can then see who else shares that same segment and hence from which 
ancestor it might have been derived (ref. 3). Her sister has also recently 
been tested, with slightly different outcomes to her own and with new 
distant cousins located. Amanda too has had her DNA analysed, as have 
other members of her family. Family Tree DNA, another genetic 
genealogy company, now allows someone tested by Ancestry to upload 
their results to the company’s database, thereby enabling identification 
of yet more long-lost cousins. MyHeritage also offers the same facility. 
 
So, the purpose of this article is to describe how our recent DNA testing 
and the outcomes from it have shed new light on our respective family 
trees. In the process it has thrown up some intriguing findings. 
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Background information 
Who undergoes DNA testing for genealogy, and why? At the end of 
2018 there were numerous advertisements on commercial television 
promoting a DNA test as a unique Christmas present within the family 
– a ‘fun’ thing to do. As a result, the testing companies’ databases 
acquired the details of many individuals with no interest in rigorous 
family history research. They had not developed their birth brief, as 
they invariably knew little about their ancestry beyond their 
grandparents’ generation. Another type of person keen on DNA testing 
is the adoptee. Many such individuals are desperate to locate their birth 
family, about whom some of them know next to nothing; by definition, 
they are invariably unaware of their ancestry. On the other hand, recent 
television programmes have featured people abandoned at birth. With 
the help of experienced genealogists and DNA analysts, they have been 
able to find living members of their biological family. 
 
Autosomal DNA testing for genealogy works best over the timespan of 
the previous four to six generations (ref 1). A commercial company can 
use your results and its database to identify ‘matches’ – invariably 
hundreds of long-lost cousins. It can even specify how close the 
relationship is likely to be – say, second cousins. The challenge then is 
to contact a given matched person and between the two of you, to try 
and identify your most recent common ancestor (MRCA). It is likely 
that a segment of that person’s DNA is what you share with your new 
‘cousin’. For the reasons given above, this task is not straightforward, 
especially if you are dealing with a fifth cousin. Another confounding 
factor is that of non-paternity events (NPEs), known informally as “Not 
the Parent Expected”! The link between the inheritance of DNA and the 
family surname can be broken in a number of ways: 
 
1.  Illegitimacy. Geneticists estimate that in up to 1 in 25 cases in the 
UK, the father of a child is not the biological father, with an unrelated 
man having inserted his DNA surreptitiously into the family line. 
 
2. Unrecorded adoption. In the past it was not uncommon for a woman 
with too many children to care for, to offer one of them to a childless 
married sister to bring up as her own. 
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3. Change of surname. People have sometimes had to adopt a new 
family surname, for example in order to receive an inheritance from a 
wealthy but childless relative. 
 
Is it worth contacting these long-lost cousins identified as a DNA 
match? Well, sometimes some interesting information or artefact or 
photograph gets passed down another branch of your family tree. Also, 
the ‘brick wall’ in one of your family lines might be a known 
connection in that of your distant cousin. At the same time, you have to 
expect rejection. Some people who have undergone DNA testing are not 
as interested as you are in following up the link between you; and some 
of them never respond to your email, for a variety of reasons. Yet 
sometimes you contact another keen genealogist with whom it can be a 
fascinating challenge to identify your MRCA! 
 
Many people feel daunted by the jargon associated with DNA testing 
and the science behind it. If you fall into this category, we can 
recommend a useful book on the subject written in (relatively) simple 
terms (ref 5). 
 
Amanda’s story 
It was just plain curiosity and a discount offer from Ancestry that made 
me decide to send off my DNA for analysis. The initial results I got 
back were somewhat surprising, giving me a 21% Scandinavian 
ethnicity, which did not fit with my family tree at all. In fact, as I looked 
through the DNA matches, I could not make anything fit. Before I had 
an awkward conversation with my parents, Ancestry contacted me to 
say my DNA had been ‘contaminated’, and they sent me a new kit to re-
submit my DNA. Although I think this is rare, if Ancestry had not 
contacted me, and I had not done a decent amount of work on my 
family tree to realise something was awry, I would have had the totally 
wrong impression of my ancestral identity. 
 
The correct DNA results from Ancestry, with a detailed breakdown of 
my ethnicity, showed the closest relationship match I had was with a 
female 2nd–3rd cousin in America. Having the DNA match gave me the 
confidence to contact her, rather than just contacting her based on 
information I had found in genealogical documents. Janis soon replied. 
It turned out that our common ancestor is Margaret Annie SIMPKIN 
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(Figs 1 and 2), who was her grandmother and my great-grandmother. 
My grandfather Alfred was Margaret’s eldest child with her first 
husband, Alfred ALDRIDGE. They had another son, Percy, but appear 
to have parted very shortly afterwards. Margaret then went on to have 
three further children with George WHITE, including Marjorie, who 
was Janis’s mother, and they brought up all five children together. In 
fact, it was not until years later, when my grandfather’s brother Percy 
needed his birth certificate to get his passport to emigrate to Australia, 
that they became aware that George White was not their biological 
father. By that time my father had been born a ‘White’, and thus we all 
have this surname on our birth certificates. Following Margaret’s death 
in 1957 and my grandfather’s in 1959, the families lost touch – until 
Ancestry’s DNA matching!    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 1. Margaret Annie Simpkin       Fig 2. Margaret Annie Simpkin               
as a baby in her mother’s lap  

c1886 
 

Personally, one of the greatest things to come from the contact with 
Janis was all the photos that had been passed down to her, allowing me 
for the first time to see images of my ancestors, including Margaret 
Simpkin and her parents (Fig 2). Some of them were taken c1886! 
Ancestry have a tool, ThruLines, which shows how they believe you 
may be related to your DNA matches, by using the family trees on their 
website. It can be quite insightful, but it is not always correct, and it 
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relies somewhat on the accuracy of other members’ family trees. Below 
is how the ThruLines tool shows my connection to Janis (Fig 3).  
 

Fig 3.  ThruLines prediction of Amanda’s relationship to Janis 
NOONAN 
 
I have since persuaded my mother to have her DNA tested. This has 
been really useful in comparing her results to mine, to establish whether 
the matches I have are from the maternal or the paternal side of my 
family. I have uploaded the details of both our raw DNA files from 
Ancestry on to the MyHeritage website so as to find further DNA 
matches there. The site works in a similar way to Ancestry and has a 
tool, very like DNA Painter, which allows you to see which of your 
matches share the same segment of DNA and potentially descend from 
the same ancestor. I have had some relatively close DNA matches on 
this site too, but despite sending off emails to them, I have not always 
had a response. I have also sent an email to a potentially close match 
(1st cousin twice removed – 4th cousin) whose surname matches 
someone on my tree, but it appears that this is not how we are related. 
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At the moment neither of us knows how we are linked, so we have 
more work to do on our trees. 
 
It was also interesting to see that I had a slightly different ethnicity with 
MyHeritage. On this website they traced my Italian DNA (8%), but this 
did not appear in the ethnic breakdown given by Ancestry. However, 
Ancestry gave a better breakdown of ethnicity within the UK, showing 
that some of my English DNA is connected to the south-west of the 
country. This is likely to relate to my Cornish roots. When Ancestry link 
you to a specific area like this, they list any of your DNA matches that 
are also linked to that area; hence they assist you in focusing where in 
your family tree these matches are likely to feature.   
 
I do not always get the time I would like to spend researching my 
family tree, so I initially thought that DNA matching might give me a 
shortcut to finding out about my family history. It can be great when 
you work out the connection between yourself and a match, and can 
share family stories and photographs, but I think in most instances it 
can be quite difficult to find your link with them. It actually gives you 
more to find out, which will inevitably mean further research via 
traditional family history methods. That said, I am glad I did the DNA 
test. It has been great to contact and speak to people about our shared 
family history and to work together, to find out about our ancestors and 
how they lived their lives. 
 
Kay’s story 
I decided to have my sister’s DNA tested, as there were family lines that 
were proving elusive. I had very little DNA from my Scottish ancestors 
and was hoping that she did. For example, she has very fair hair and 
blue eyes, whereas I have red in my hair and hazel eyes. I was amazed 
when I got the DNA results (Fig 4), as there was a variation that made 
all the difference in the world. It also reassured me that we were full 
siblings – not that it was ever in any doubt! – but she apparently has 2% 
Swedish ancestry. Where that came from, I have no idea. 
 
The English DNA ancestry of both sisters is from south-east England. 
According to Family Tree DNA, Kay also has 4% Sephardic 
(Mediterranean) Jewish ancestry. 
 
My sister has DNA matches with many more trees than I do. For 
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example, one of my known 6th cousins has no genetic material shared 
with me. She was upset because we know exactly where our families 
join. However, she was delighted that she has DNA shared with my 
sister, who also has DNA connections to the main Romany (formerly 
called ‘gypsy’) family tree. I do not, although I know from what my 
Nan told me that we are related to them. 
 

Origin Kay Kay’s sister 

England, Wales, NW Europe 87% 78% 

Ireland, Scotland  13% 20% 

Sweden 0 2% 
 
Fig 4.  Comparison of the ancestry of Kay and her sister from DNA 
analysis   
 
My sister has now opened up the DNA route to our Scottish ancestors. I 
have been able to go back to the main ABERNETHY clan, all the way 
back to Lord Saltoun of Abernethy in the mid-15th century. I have 
discovered a very good way of seeing whether I am on the right track. 
Knowing that the Y chromosome is missing from my DNA, I searched 
our DNA results for the surnames of the females and wives of my male  

Fig 5.  “Painted” chromosomes in screenshot from DNA Painter 
program 
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Each coloured rectangle represents a DNA match with a distant cousin 
on a defined chromosome. 
ancestors. If, for example, I had two couples as potential parents to one 
of my ancestors, I put the female surnames in the search box in order to  
see which one turns up. Obviously, this doesn’t work with Smith etc, 
but it came up with the surname BALFOUR during the search for my 
Scottish ancestors. I put that name in the search box, and immediately I 
came up with several trees with Balfours in the same geographical area. 
The Lords of Abernethy and Saltoun married into the royal Scottish line 
of STEWARTs. 
 
The online programme DNA Painter (Fig 5 and ref 3) has also proved 
very helpful in my research. It is free, and it allows you to ‘paint’ 
chromosomes using the data from GEDmatch, Family Tree DNA and 
MyHeritage. Even if you do not know how you relate to the other 
person’s tree, the more you do, the more the chromosomes match, 
showing which family they are likely to be from. For example, recently 
I found a Charles DUTY who had a very close DNA match to me. He 
didn’t have an online tree, so I contacted him. He told me that a few 
generations back, his family name was DUTHIE and further back still, 
MacDONALD. He said he had spoken with Lord Lyon, the official 
responsible for regulating heraldry in Scotland, and both my and his 
family are descended from Alexander, the 3rd Lord of the Isles, Chief of 
the Clans of the Isle of Skye, King of the Hebrides, Earl of Ross Dubh-
MacDonald. This probably means we both have the R1a genetic marker  
 
                                                                      Fig 7.  King Robert II of 
Fig 6.  Seal of Alexander of Islay                Scotland 
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for the Macdonald clan – very exciting! The seal of this Alexander, who 
died in 1449, has survived (Fig 6). He was the grandson of King Robert 
II of Scotland (1316-1390) (Fig 7), whose ancestor Robert the Bruce 
(1274-1329) had earlier given land to the Aberbethy family in 
recognition of their services to his father in battle. Both the Macdonalds 
and the Abernethys are related to Robert the Bruce, and also to King 
James I of Scotland through the Stewarts. What fun to be royal! 
 
Mark’s story 
I have a 1920s photograph on my study wall at home of my paternal 
grandmother, Isabella CARROLL née MACFADYEN (1895-1982), and 
her two older unmarried sisters, Jean and Meg (Fig 8).  

Fig 8.  The Macfadyen sisters in Scotland, c1920 
Left to right:  Meg (Margaret), Isabella, Jean 

 
From many visits to my grandparents’ home in Leytonstone, I was 
keenly aware of our family’s Scottish ancestry. Yet in real life there 
seemed to me to be little resemblance between my jolly, rotund 
grandmother and her austere, lanky sisters. Did they really share the 
same DNA? Of course, when you undertake any kind of family history 
research, you have to accept that you might discover a skeleton in a 
cupboard! 
 
The analysis by Living DNA suggested that my Scottish roots were 
under-represented compared with the known genealogy of my family, 
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and that my ancestry from London and other parts of England was 
relatively over-represented. Why was this? The matches from Ancestry 
identified several distant cousins who had the surnames BONE and 
WILSON in a Scottish branch of their family tree. Isabella Macfadyen’s 
mother was Jane Bone Wilson (1862-1936), with Bone being the 
maiden name of the latter’s paternal grandmother. Furthermore, the 
families concerned all came from villages in the same part of Scotland, 
namely south Ayrshire, near Kilmarnock. With one such DNA match, 
she and I were able to identify our MRCA – a John Wilson, shoemaker, 
baptised 1762 in Old Cumnock, Ayrshire; that connection made us 4th 
cousins once removed. Yet we could only make that link because each 
of us had taken the respective line of our birth brief back to the 1700s. 
So, the DNA evidence confirmed that Isabella Macfadyen’s mother was 
indeed Jane Bone Wilson, but was her father truly Thomas Douglas 
Macfadyen (1864-1936)? So far I have found no DNA matches with 
anyone with the surname Macfadyen in their family tree. Draw your 
own conclusions! 
 
Other DNA matches of mine were easier to resolve. One was an 
Australian woman whose grandfather was Jack Walter Orriss (1894-
1974). I had previously seen that man’s name on a distant cousin’s 2002 
family tree; his father Walter had emigrated from London to Australia in 
1913, and his grandfather, Oliver, was the younger brother of my great-
grandfather, Walter Orriss (1861-1929). So I had known about that 
branch of the family tree but was only now in contact with them, thanks 
to DNA testing. A further case was a greater challenge. Another distant 
cousin had a Maria RUTTER in her family tree, born 1795 in 
Wickhambrook, Suffolk. One of my 4x great-grandmothers was a 
Margaret Orriss née Rutter, born 1730 in Wickhambrook. It took some 
determined sleuthing on my part in the archives of the Society of 
Genealogists to establish that the older woman was most probably the 
great-aunt of the younger. 
 
My father was illegitimate, the son of Isabella Macfadyen and an Indian 
student who came to Scotland in the early 1920s, Abdul Hamid (born 
c1900). I know next to nothing about my biological paternal 
grandfather, save for his name and a likeness from a couple of 1920s 
photos (Fig 9). Thus, DNA testing afforded one of the few avenues 
available to me to research his family history. The results of my analysis 
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by Living DNA and Ancestry were uploaded to the GEDmatch Genesis 
website (ref 2). Among the hundreds of matches, one stood out: a J 
NAJM, apparently a third cousin, so he and I should share a 2x great-
grandfather – hence, a grandfather of Abdul Hamid’s. His son, Sinan 
Najm, responded to my email, which had been accompanied by a copy 
of Abdul Hamid’s signed photo and a tentative family tree. However, 
this Najm family, though Indian in origin, denied any knowledge of a 
link to a family with a Muslim surname like Hamid. Most other DNA 
matches with Indian-sounding surnames elicited no response to my 
email. One who did reply was a James MARTINEZ, an American 
professor who is illegitimate and whose parents are both dead now. 
However, his maternal aunts think that James’s father had Abdul or 
Hamid as a name, plus a physical resemblance to my Abdul Hamid. So 
near and yet so far! 

                                Fig 9.  Abdul Hamid in 1925 
 
Finally, there were the outcomes from uploading the results from my 
Ancestry test to other genetic genealogy websites. Family Tree DNA 
can apparently specify which matches of yours share genetic material 
that is present on the X chromosome. In my case they must be cousins 
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on the maternal side of my family tree, for as a man I have inherited my 
X chromosome from my mother, not my father. I have only just started 
to contact all these new distant cousins. One of them even shows 
potential for breaking down the ‘brick wall’ in my Londoner Smith 
family tree. With MyHeritage, the company found 5,433 matches, 
mostly 4th cousins or more distant. My heart sank when I saw this 
number! However, one was a supposed 2nd cousin or 2nd cousin once 
removed, and I have recently made contact with her – Karen 
SAUNDERS in Australia. As it happens, I do have the surname 
Saunders in my family tree: a maternal 2x great-aunt, Harriet Orriss, 
married a James Saunders in London in 1896. The couple had two sons, 
one of whom died in Devon in 1969, but I had not been able to trace the 
other son, Kenneth Arthur, in the usual British genealogical records. In 
that situation one’s first thought should be: did they emigrate? Karen, 
my new-found 3rd cousin, tells me that her paternal grandfather, 
Kenneth Saunders, moved to Australia with his family in 1947. It is so 
nice not to have to struggle to establish the link with a long-lost cousin! 
As a result of the Family Tree DNA matches and those from the other 
three genetic genealogy databases (GEDmatch Genesis, MyHeritage 
and Ancestry), I have sent out over 400 emails in the past three months. 
The return has been small (so far), but it has been fun trying! Now I 
need to find men in my family with the Orriss surname and the Smith 
surname who can be DNA tested in order to establish the origins of 
those names, which are linked to their transmission through the 
generations in tandem with the male Y chromosome (barring an NPE!). 
 
New developments 
One of the strengths of DNA testing for genealogy is that it allows for 
future developments in the analytical process that might allow 
refinement of one’s understanding of the results. For example, as 
mentioned by Amanda above, Ancestry have recently (March 2019) 
introduced their new tool, ThruLines (ref 4), and MyHeritage now has 
an equivalent tool. The purpose of both is not only to match your DNA 
results to that of long-lost cousins who have undergone testing with the 
same company, but also to connect the DNA results to the family tree 
associated with the respective cousin. The outcome is a list of potential 
ancestors with whom you have not only a genealogical connection but 
also a DNA link. This tool therefore saves you having to work out how 
you are related to each distant cousin. Without ThruLines, that can be a 
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fun exercise in itself, but it can also be a problem if you are dealing 
with an unknown half-5th cousin twice removed! Anyway, Mark has 
used ThruLines, and as a result has found a dozen new long-lost cousins 
with whom he can see the relationship in the joint family tree. In many 
cases the amount of shared DNA is so low that he would never have 
bothered trying to contact them under normal circumstances (less than 
10cM – the total amount of DNA in the human genome is about 
3500cM).  
 
Another recent improvement has been made to DNA Painter. Their 
“Shared cM Project” gives much more accurate predictions of the likely 
genealogical relationship to a distant cousin identified by DNA testing, 
based on the amount of total shared DNA in cM (centimorgans). The 
genetic genealogy companies usually quote something like “4th–6th   
cousins”, a range that is not very informative. DNA Painter’s new 
facility might tell you (for example) that a distant relative has a 78% 
probability of being a 4th cousin once removed.  
 
Final thoughts 
DNA testing is just one more method available to family historians in 
their research – it is not going to replace traditional genealogical 
techniques, it complements them. It can help enormously if you can test 
a family member of your parents’ generation, as Amanda has done, as 
this might allow you to define each DNA match as coming from either 
your maternal line or your paternal line. It can also help to test siblings 
and other family members, as Kay’s story shows. In passing down the 
generations some DNA is inevitably not transmitted, but that lost in 
producing your genome might be present in your sibling’s. One 
drawback of DNA testing is that it generates huge numbers of potential 
distant cousins – where do you start? New tools like ThruLines can 
assist you, but it also helps to have some defined questions in mind that 
you are hoping can be answered by DNA testing. You can then focus on 
communicating with the likely most informative new cousins. Of 
course, genetic tools like ThruLines depend on your new-found cousin 
having an accurate, fully evidenced family tree, if one is to have any 
confidence in the proposed relationship between the two of you. As we 
all know from having seen some inaccurate public family trees online 
on Ancestry, that is not always the case. 
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Because of the popularity of DNA testing, many more people are 
having their genetic material analysed. This enables them to trace those 
with the same DNA where there was previously no chance of ever 
finding a lead. DNA testing for genealogy is a powerful new approach, 
provided the results are interpreted appropriately. We recommend it 
wholeheartedly. Why don’t you give it a go?! 
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BOOK REVIEW                                                              Mark Carroll 
 

DNA TESTING AND GENETIC GENEALOGY 
Blaine T Bettinger (2016) [2019 edition available soon], £15+ from 

Amazon.co.uk 
 

Genetic genealogy is one of the most significant recent advances in 
family history research, but it is also one of the least well understood. 
All of us can appreciate how a paper record was created and its 
potential usefulness, but few of us have a background in human 
biochemical genetics. This book aims to help the uninitiated get to grips 
with what is, to many, a difficult subject. In so doing, it encourages the 
reader to embrace genetic genealogy as yet another tool with which we 
can advance our understanding of our families’ past. 
 
The author has a professional background in biochemistry and the law, 
but he is also a keen family historian. He writes clearly and explains  
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lucidly, but the book will still be a challenging read in places for the 
non-scientist. He does though try to lighten the load in several ways. 
Scientific jargon words are highlighted and are defined in the glossary 
(though not all, eg centimorgans). Helpful diagrams provide a visual 
explanation of key concepts (though a few of the screenshots are 
blurred). Case studies provide real-life examples of genealogical 
relevance. There are numerous references to useful websites, though 
some are no longer functional – a problem for any author using online 
sources. There are additional resources, such as blank pro-formas and 
hints for organising one’s DNA matches. For those who are keen to 
embark on the genetic genealogy journey but feel daunted by the 
challenge, he suggests a logical way forward based on a few simple 
steps. 
 
The sequence of chapters in the book is a sensible one, starting from the 
simple and gradually becoming more complex. The basics of human 
genetics are explained at the outset, with reference to the four main 
types of DNA test: autosomal, X chromosomal, Y chromosomal, and 
mitochondrial. One drawback of this approach is the overlap which 
occurs between some chapters. Early material provides well-argued 
accounts of common misconceptions associated with genetic genealogy, 
plus some of its ethical challenges (of particular relevance to adoptees). 
There are helpful explanations of the limitations of DNA testing and the 
interpretation of the results, both in terms of matches to long-lost 
cousins and of ethnic ancestry. There is some interesting speculation 
towards the end of the book on future possible developments in the 
subject. The author is American and so not surprisingly he refers only to 
the three big American genetic genealogy companies without 
mentioning Living DNA in the UK, with its well-developed reference 
database of British genetic origins. 
 
Kay Pack and I agree that this book is an excellent introduction to the 
complex subject of DNA testing and genetic genealogy. If you have 
ever put off the decision whether to use this new tool in your own 
family history research, we would encourage you to read this book and 
to have your DNA tested!  
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Our Families in their Local Community 

 
Waltham Forest 

 
Family History Society 

 
 On Saturday 28th September 2019 we are holding an open 
day at Vestry House Museum, Vestry Road, Walthamstow, 

E17 9NH, as part of the Borough's Year of Culture.  
We will be in the Garden Room from 11am to 4.30pm. 

   
  There will be talks on our families in their local community, 

family history helpdesks, as well as displays on local and 
family history. 

 
    Talks: 11.30am-12noon “WF families and the great 

outdoors, 1920-40" 
     2.30pm-3pm “Growing up in Waltham Forest in the 

1930s" 
 

  The archive and search room will be having a drop-in open 
day  

  from 11am to 4pm (accessible only by stairs). 
 
 

Come along and find out more about your family's 
history and community! 

 
 

For more information, visit:  www.wffhs.org.uk 



20 
 

WILL AND DORIS RAM – LIFE IN THE LONDON SUBURBS 
Ronald Ram 

 
This article is about my parents, and a further one to appear next year 
will be about my grandfather’s family. They are both part of a longer, 
currently unpublished, text called In Uncharted Territory, which is 
about the experiences of my family from 1800: how it came to migrate 
to London during the 1860s in much diminished circumstances from 
being a long-established farming family in Essex. It explores what 
being poor in London in the 19th century was like, finding new ways to 
survive, creating a new pattern of living, and in the process ‘making and 
mending’ their lives.  
 
My father, usually called Will, was baptised in Islington in 1903 at the 
local parish church, but he was a product of the suburbs where he grew 
up and lived for much of his adult life. This was in contrast to my 
grandfather who spent his early years in the inner-city area of London 
and then ten years in the army before going to live in Walthamstow 
when Will was not much more than a babe in arms. He went to Winns 
Avenue Junior and Senior schools, which were just around the corner 
from Fleeming and Brettenham Roads where he lived as a boy. There is 
a picture of him in Standard IIIB when he was about 11 years old with 
51 companion pupils. Will’s education was no different from most 
children of his day and he left school at the age of 14 to enter the boy’s 
service of the Gas Light and Coke Company on the recommendation of 
Bill. This spell of his life didn’t last long, for in January 1918 he left to 
become an apprentice with Peter Hooker, an engineering company, 
probably on the suggestion of Bill, someone at the Gas Company, or 
one of his teachers who saw that he had some potential.  
 
At that time this company was established and successful, having 
originated in 1827. It operated under the name Messrs Peter Hooker as 
a printers engineer at 12 Pump Row, Old Street Road, St Luke’s, and 
later at Pear Tree Court, Farringdon Road, before going on to become a 
limited liability company in 1900. In the following year it moved to 
Blackhorse Lane, Walthamstow, where from then until the First World 
War an aero engineering business was developed. The Walthamstow 
site was very big. In 1880 the company employed only 20 people, but 
by the time Will became an apprentice there were many more 



21 
 

employees, and two aero engines were being developed under licence 
from a French company, one of which, ‘The Gnome’, was well known 
for its use in fighter planes. There had been expansion in 1917 by which 
time the Hooker site covered 26 acres and employed 1,500 work people 
and 250 staff. In the same year more capital was needed, but the 
difficulties met in raising this meant the business had to be sold to the 
Birmingham Small Arms Company (BSA) in 1920. The money 
problems continued, and although there was a profit of more than 
£200,000 in 1919, it was decided to liquidate the business. Even though 
the Government declined to place orders with a company in liquidation, 
it was not closed for several years. In May 1926 the Chairman of BSA 
reported to BSA shareholders that Peter Hooker Limited (in liquidation) 
was continuing in business at a profit under the control of the receiver 
appointed by its banker. As the assets far exceeded the amount owed to 
the bank, BSA was willing for the Hooker company to continue, but a 
major problem was finding enough business in the 1920s to support the 
retention of the 40-acre site at Walthamstow with its more than 400,000 
square feet of workshops built little more than two decades earlier. 
Eventually operations ended when the site’s sale was completed in early 
1928 and the company was voluntarily wound up by its then 
shareholders. 
 
Will, along with the other apprentices, had their indentures cancelled in 
1921 because of the liquidation, when he was halfway through serving 
his apprenticeship. After he left Hookers, which said his abilities as a 
worker were very good, he rejoined the Gas Light and Coke Company 
at the end of October 1921, starting as a labourer at the Stove and Meter 
Department where Bill worked as a meter prover. 
 
This must all have been a blow to Will and the family. It deprived him 
of the formal qualification he would have on finishing the 
apprenticeship, but at least he completed over half of it and it was not 
his fault he left. What status did being an apprentice give? In earlier 
centuries a variety of understandings existed, but there were some basic 
elements which included skilled education and the acquiring of social 
manners, often described as gentility. In the early 1920s these were still 
seen as important in getting a good start in life, but it was very difficult 
for someone of Will’s social level to get this beginning. From 1921 
until retirement in 1968 he worked at the same gas plant as Bill, 
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eventually becoming maintenance foreman there. The Gas Light and 
Coke Company became part of The North Thames Gas Board in 1949 
when the industry was nationalized in 1949 as a state-owned utility, to 
provide gas for light and heat to industries and homes in London and 
SE England. The Board became a region of the British Gas Corporation 
in 1973. Will worked for the gas industry for 47 years. 
 
My father and grandfather were not particularly well paid, but neither 
were they poor, and they had regular continuous employment 
throughout a long period in the twenties and thirties when there was 
much unemployment. Will’s working day was quite long, for he had to 
go to and from where he worked in Haggerston by trolley bus, the two-
way journey taking over two hours each day.  Not much is known of 
Will’s views about his work, but on one postcard he sent to his father 
from holiday in the thirties he asks ‘How are you getting on at work?’ 
and then adds, rather glumly, ‘I’m not looking forward to coming back’. 
 
For several years after his sister Georgie got married in 1929 Will lived 
with his father in Marten Road and continued to do so after he married 
Dorothy Townson – Doris as she was usually called – in 1933. They 
had known each other for some time as Doris was a bridesmaid at the 
wedding of Will’s sister Georgie and had met at a local community 
centre. Will continued to keep an Alsatian dog called Evelyn for 
company into the thirties even though Doris was not fond of it, as it 
showed signs of being jealous of her.  
 
Will’s wife came from a family who had lived in Walthamstow longer 
than the Rams, and her father had stable work as a telephone engineer 
for the General Post Office. She worked for Schroder’s Bank in the city 
during the 1930s until I was born, as a secretary cum telephonist. There 
is a picture of employees at a bank celebration in which she appears to 
be very young and a bit lonesome. It is difficult to sum her up from 
photographs as in some she looks very attractive, but in others she 
could seem to be severe and depressed, which is conveyed in the bank 
function photograph, although the glasses she was wearing did not help. 
One of the best photographs of her when young was taken by a 
boyfriend professional photographer at about the age of 18 standing on 
a groin at Worthing beach with the sea splashing below.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State-owned_utility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Gas_Corporation
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Doris’s mother was a loyal Baptist and member of Greenleaf Road 
Baptist Church in Walthamstow, and Doris grew up there to become an 
equally devout member. Both of them made many friends among the 
members. When my parents married at this church in 1933 the Ram 
family association with the Church of England was broken after 
hundreds of years. My mother communicated her strong sense of faith 
to me, for I too became a member of this church when I was 18. Will 
was not particularly connected with Greenleaf Road Church but used to 
go occasionally to services, and was friendly with members, especially 
the ones who played cricket and tennis. The inter-war years were a 
period when many churches ran their own sports clubs for games like 
cricket, tennis and football. Will played all three games when he was an 
apprentice and played cricket for the Baptist Church. He was a handy 
batsman. One of his exploits, recorded in the local paper, involved a 
match with another local Baptist church. His team had lost five wickets 
for 19 runs when he and a teammate came together, but they then made 
50 valuable runs. The paper says Will’s score was only 7, but ‘his 
defence was impregnable’. Will was well known for his stonewalling 
abilities. 
 
Judging from the large number of holiday snaps that have survived, 
Will and Doris had a happy time in the thirties. They could afford to go 
on holiday regularly, often as part of a larger group of friends, and the 
pictures show them on the beach, swimming, and walking along cliffs 
or over moors. A lot of these holidays involved staying at large holiday 
homes run by religious organisations which my mother’s church had 
contacts with. This type of holiday was quite common at that period. 
Doris often went on such holidays with her mother before she got 
married, and Will sometimes went too. They stayed at places like 
Ilfracombe, Clovelly and Exmoor in north Devon, whilst in the south 
they went to Torquay, Paignton and Beer (where Will got seasick when 
he went mackerel fishing). They particularly liked to go walking on 
Dartmoor. Sometimes they went to the Isle of Wight. In 1935 Will and 
Doris went on holiday with a friend of my mother to North Wales and 
bought a railway holiday contract ticket for 10 shillings which let them 
travel over the whole of that holiday area.  
 
I was born in 1939 not long before Bill died in 1940. During World War 
II various bombs fell quite near Marten Road and our house was 
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damaged by blast and material falling from the explosions. I can 
remember men coming at the end of the war to do repairs, which 
seemed to take a long time to finish and made the house very dusty and 
dirty. During the war a bomb shelter was built in the garden which we 
had to get into when there was a serious air raid, but we went into it as 
little as possible because it was so cramped and uncomfortable. My 
parents lived on in the house until 1970 when they moved to Georgie’s 
house in Chingford after she died, that had been part of her divorce 
settlement.  
 
During the early post-war years life was not particularly easy for Will 
and Doris. Will’s earnings were not very high, and Doris found it hard 
to manage the finances, even though the rent on the Marten Roadhouse 
was only 10 shillings a week. Even though I was then a small boy, I can 
remember my mother getting depressed about financial issues. There 
were also family problems because Georgie’s marital problems pressed 
down on both my parents. Will had to go to Belfast in Northern Ireland 
on several occasions to help sort out her affairs, and she lived with us in 
the Marten Roadhouse for a time which my mother found difficult. Will 
found solace with his allotment where he spent a lot of spare time, and 
as a boy I enjoyed going to help. For my mother, one of the best things 
she did in later life was to get a clerical job at the London office of a 
Scottish carpet manufacturer through a friend: this gave her an interest 
which occupied her mind and brought in a useful income.  
 
The family still went on regular holidays. During the late forties and 
early fifties, I went nearly every year to stay in Angmering in Sussex for 
a week or two with my parents where they had some friends. These 
holidays usually involved other visits to long-standing friends in Hove 
and Worthing which originated through my mother’s family and dated 
back to the 1920s. My parents also befriended someone I had known 
from early school years who was unhappy at home and had a biggish 
car, in which he and they went on several holidays together in Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland. Also, during these years my parents had a number of 
friends in Walthamstow, some of whom they went on holiday with – on 
one occasion to Austria.  
 
The later fifties and sixties were years when I did not see so much of 
my parents as I was away at university and then went to work in 
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Birmingham in 1964. In 1969 I got married, still living in Birmingham. 
My wife and I used to visit my parents in London, and they came to 
visit us in Birmingham, but having said this our meetings happened 
mainly around major visits as ‘popping in’ was not possible. My father 
and mother were fairly different sorts of people, but they complemented 
each other quite well. He was the sociable person and she the more 
authoritative of the two, but as far as I know they got on with each 
other. As a family we always ate well, and visitors commented on the 
large size of meals my mother provided. My father could be very warm 
hearted and was good at making friends and keeping up relationships, 
although my mother was by no means friendless. I think she was 
probably cleverer than he was and read and studied for exams when she 
was younger, and I probably related to her more easily than to my father 
because of that. She could also converse well, and I enjoyed that, 
especially when she joined in discussions at home with my friends.  The 
period I knew my mother best was during her 80s when she lived with 
my own family for over ten years. As a family we were not terribly 
demonstrative but there was a solid identity between us. 
 
The move to Chingford in 1970 was a big change for Will and Doris, 
partly because they were used to living in Walthamstow for so long, but 
their new home was much more modern, a post-war rebuild of a home 
badly damaged by bombs, and it was in north Chingford which was a 
good area to live in. It was a two-bedroomed bungalow with a good-
sized kitchen, largish garden, but quite small sitting room. This they had 
extended. They also had contacts who lived locally; a family they and 
Georgie had known for many years lived just up the road which helped 
them settle in. My mother’s brother lived not far away in another part of 
Chingford and they used to meet regularly. Nearby was the nursing 
home where I was born. The biggest problem was that their new home 
was rather isolated; it was a ten-minute walk to catch a bus and about a 
quarter of an hour walk to the nearest shops, that was inevitable for 
them as they did not have car. The problem was made worse because 
they still went to Walthamstow quite often, to the church in Greenleaf 
Road, and my mother, who was 70 in 1971, still travelled to her work at 
the far end of Walthamstow for several more years. As my father retired 
in 1968, he was spared what would have been an even longer journey to 
work. 
 



26 
 

My father died in 1980, which led to the next big change in that 
generation of the family. For ten years they had spent a settled life 
together in the Chingford house, but both had health problems in the 
later seventies, which included my mother getting increasingly crippled 
by arthritis. When my father died, bearing in mind I was still away in 
Birmingham, it was more or less impossible for my mother to continue 
in the bungalow because of her arthritis. My work had brought me to 
London for a time in the later seventies but just after my father died I 
had to return to Birmingham, so we decided together it was best for my 
mother if she sold the bungalow and we bought a bigger house in which 
she could live with us. This we did and went to live in Solihull. It was a 
big move for my mother at the age of 80, but she adjusted well and 
made some new friends despite the problems with the arthritis. We also 
supported each other: she got taken out in our car, we looked after her 
shopping and other needs, and she ‘baby sat’ for us. I returned to 
London because of work in the middle eighties and so my mother had 
to change again when we went to live in Barnet. Late in her 80s my 
mother’s health gradually declined and she was regularly in and out of 
hospital. In the end she died in 1992 at the age of 91. 
 

❖❖❖ 
 
A to Z of FAMILY HISTORY                                    Barbara Harpin 
D is for … 
 
Death certificates 
Death certificates can provide a lot of information concerning the 
deceased: 
• when and where died 
• profession 
• age (although this can be approximate depending on the informant); 
• cause of death (this can give you an idea of the conditions in that 

area at that time, ie cholera outbreak) 
• the informant’s name and address  
• whether the death was subject to an inquest  
The certificates are available online at the GRO (www.gro.gov.uk/gro/ 
content/certificates) at a cost of £11 for a full copy or £7 for a pdf copy. 
The GRO registers can be searched online which give name, age and 
reference number only.  
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Divorce 
In 1858 divorce law was introduced in England, but divorce remained 
too expensive for most people until the 1920s. Before 1858 divorce in 
the modern sense, that both partners were free to re-marry, was rare. 
People instead found other ways to separate – through custom, the 
church courts, the common law courts and Parliament. Full divorce 
which enabled a person to remarry could only be done by Act of 
Parliament, and less than 300 were granted prior to 1858. These can be 
found at www.legislation.gov.uk/changes/chron-tables/private. 
 
Civil divorce records for England and Wales from 1858 to 1916 are 
available at cost online from www.ancestry.co.uk. Civil divorce records 
from 1917 to 1937 can be searched for at The National Archives at 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk using the discovery search engine. 
 
Case files from 1858 onwards contain: 
• the original petition and response 
• relevant marriage and birth certificate 
• a record of the court process 
• copies of decrees (from about 1870–c1937) 
• evidence (infrequently) 
 
Divorce files from 1937 onwards are destroyed after 20 years.  You 
need to go to the local court where the divorce was granted. 
 
Another source for information is The Times Archive for newsworthy 
divorce cases from 1785 to 1985 at www.thetimes.co.uk but it is by 
paid subscription. Also, there is an excellent guide from The National 
Archives at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-
research/research-guides/divorce/. 
 
For Scottish divorce records you need to go to The National Records of 
Scotland at www.nrscotland.gov.uk and for Northern Ireland the 
Northern Ireland Court Services at www.justice-ni.gov.uk/topics/courts-
and-tribunals. 
 
DNA 
See article on DNA (page 4). 
 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/
http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/
http://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/topics/courts-and-tribunals
http://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/topics/courts-and-tribunals
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH AT VESTRY HOUSE MUSEUM 
Mark Carroll 

 
March was Women’s History Month for 2018, with events put on 
throughout the month, including those for International Women’s Day 
on 8th March. (As an aside, I overheard two women talking about that 
subject in an Epping bank queue. So, I asked them when International 
Men’s Day was. The younger one replied, "Every day is International 
Men’s Day"!) 
 
Anyway, Waltham Forest FHS tries to support Vestry House Museum 
and its Local Study Archives, and we agreed to have a stall there at their 
event on 16th March. It was a quiet day with few visitors, perhaps as a 
result of a lack of publicity. There was an informative display on the 
suffragette movement in Waltham Forest in the first decade of the 20th 
century. With time on our hands, Kathy Unwin and I did some research 
online on the families of some of the women involved. She also did 
some genealogical research for a member of staff at Vestry House and 
for a couple of visitors, who were pleasantly surprised by what they 
learnt about their family’s past. Once again, the laptop and access to 
family history websites were the busiest part of our stall, as it grabs 
people’s interest in an immediate way. It might even result in some new 
members! 

 
❖❖❖ 

 
EAST LONDON AND ESSEX IN THE 18th CENTURY 
A talk by Derek Morris to Waltham Forest FHS, 11th June 2019 

Mark Carroll 
 
Derek described some of the research he has done over the past 30 
years into the people of East London and Essex, with a particular focus 
on the 18th century. In the process he made some general points about 
transcribed records (for example, that they typically have a 2% error 
rate) and that the area had been stereotyped by past historians (for 
example, that it was only associated with crime, dirt and loose living). 
He outlined the sources he had consulted, including some that are rarely 
used by family historians. In particular, he recommended trying 
insurance records and land tax records. 
His own family, shoemakers by trade, had lived for many generations in 
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the area of Mile End Old Town. One of their neighbours there in the 
18th century had been Captain James COOK (1728-79), the famous 
seafarer, explorer and mapmaker. Indeed, many distinguished 
gentlemen (and a few ladies) chose to live in that part of the capital at 
that time. The area only became known as the “East End” in the late 
Victorian era, by which time its reputation for vice and squalor had 
become well established. Lazy historians (in Derek’s view) had 
assumed that the same was true a century or two earlier. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. 
 
Derek gave examples to show how land tax records could provide 
information on the status of named individuals and their families over a 
period of years. He emphasised that these records do not only relate to 
wealthy people, for many labourers are also listed in them. The same is 
true to some extent of the insurance records, in which the name and 
address and trade of the insured are of most interest to family historians. 
Transcribing these records, starting in 1841 and working back towards 
the 1760s, occupied a small team of workers for the best part of ten 
years. The results are now available free on the website of the London 
Metropolitan Archives. You can search them at 
https://search.lma.gov.uk by typing into the search engine “insured 
X”, where X is the person’s name or area’s name or other term. For 
example, my 2x great-grandfather was Thomas SMITH (1851-1932), 
who lived in the Barbican area of the City of London and worked as a 
carman (the delivery driver of his day). My search under “insured 
thomas smith carman” returned two ‘hits’, one for Holborn in 1807 and 
one for Leicester Square in 1824. Perhaps one of these men relates to 
my ancestral family?  
 
Derek Morris’s work is an excellent illustration of how one person’s 
dedication can help a whole generation of family historians. His talk 
was engagingly presented; it made us laugh and think. 
 

❖❖❖ 
 

SPOTTED IN THE 1901 CENSUS                                    Gill Nichols 
 
Rhoda A Shakeshaft was an "Artificial Flour Maker". The mind 
boggles! It should, of course, have read "Artificial Flower Maker". 
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PAT (Patricia Ivy) KEEGAN, 1940–2019 (Cover photo) 
 
It is with great sadness that we have to inform you of the passing of Pat. 
Pat became our Editor at the 2000 AGM, when we had not had a 
Journal for two years. And what a transformation she made with a new-
look March 2001 Journal, with a striking photograph of the Water 
House on the front. 
 
Born in the Registration District of Wellingboro due to WW2 Blitz, she 
went on to work for British Telecom, and lived in the family home in 
Rectory Road, Walthamstow, until the early 2000s when she moved to 
Brookscroft Road. 
 
As our Editor, her shoes will take some filling (I’m sure you’re up to it, 
Kathy!) with her continuing photographs on the cover of the Journal, 
although she did admit to running out of ideas of late, having covered 
Waltham Forest district churches, famous houses and pubs. 
 
Pat was a mine of information on family history and would go to any 
lengths to help someone but could not suffer fools gladly (like 
somebody with the only information being the name of John SMITH in 
England). But having said that, she would try to drag more information 
out of them, to set them on the start line. She did a lot in indexing of 
records of the tithes for Waltham Abbey, which was just outside our 
border into Essex. 
 
Pat, I (we) will miss you. By the way, how are you getting on with 
God’s Family Tree? Surely, he must have one?! 
 
Barrie BURTON (President) 
 

❖❖❖ 
 
FAMILY TREE LIVE Kathy Unwin 
 
The show was launched by The Family History Federation (note the 
new title) and Family Tree magazine in April. It was on for two days at 
Alexandra Palace and we had a table on both days.  Gill and Barrie 
were there on Friday, and Mark and I were there on the Saturday.  Our 
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table was next to the East of London Society’s which worked out well 
for us and we had two new members join. 
 
There were over 50 family history society stands, workshops, talks, 
help desks and more. The Federation had a large stand and were 
handing out badges saying “We Seek Dead People” which were very 
popular. The Home Front Bus, a small WW2 museum, was very 
interesting, as was the stand about the history of Alexandra Palace. I felt 
that there could have been more contributors, and small societies like us 
were only able to attend because we were offered a free table at the last 
minute.  However, as one visitor said, it was a very spacious venue.   
 
Entry was only £12 so was good value for money, especially if you 
made use of the workshops and lectures. I was able to attend a very 
useful talk on writing up your family history.  They had three speakers, 
each talking for a few minutes, and I found this quite useful. Whether I 
will get around to writing up my family history is another matter! Mark 
attended a DNA talk but thought it would have gone over most people’s 
heads. 
 
The event will take place next year on 17th and 18th April 2020 and I am 
hoping to go again either as a representative of our society or just as a 
visitor. 
 
 
THE LAST WORD                                                          Kathy Unwin 
 
Membership renewal is due in November and regrettably we have had 
to increase the membership fee. However, there is now the option of 
having an e-journal sent to you, and the revised prices are on page 32. 
We will also be putting previous copies of the journal in the ‘members 
only’ section of our website. The price rise is mainly due to the 
increased cost of printing the journal. Pat Keegan, who sadly died this 
year, not only edited the journal but also printed and posted it at her 
own expense.  She had been in poor health over the last few years but 
was still managing to print it until March last year.   
 
After the success of last year’s open day, we are having another at 
Vestry House on 28th September and I hope to see you there. 
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New Subscription Rates 
 
UK: Individual £15 or e-journal £12 
Household £18 or e-journal £15,  
Institutions £15 or e-journal £12 
Overseas members: £19 or e-journal £12 

 
 

      
 

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month 
(except August) at 8 pm  

Spruce Hill Baptist Church Hall, Brookscroft Road, 
Walthamstow, E.17 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME, PLEASE COME AND JOIN US 

 
 

DIARY 
 
Oct 8th              Workshop – Game – Solving Family History  
                                                             Research Problems 
 
Nov 12th  AGM                                     President and committee  
 
Dec 10th  Talk – My Life Growing Up in Walthamstow 
                                                                                 Mo Shanks  
 
Jan 14th Quiz and Social 
 
Feb 11th Talk – Zoe Hart Dyke, Victorian Lady, Leyton Silk        
              Farmer                                                   Claire Weiss 
 
March 10th  Workshop – Writing up your Family History 



Waltham Forest FHS

        M25

Waltham Abbey

         R      Chingford
          i
         v
         e
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      Wanstead

     Leyton         Leytonstone

The Society covers an area largely defined by the River

Lea, M25 and A11/A104 roads, this includes the London

Borough of Waltham Forest, comprising the old Essex

metropolitan boroughs of Chingford, Leyton and

Walthamstow, and extends to Waltham Abbey in the north
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