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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

The AGM will be held on 9th September at Broadway House at 7.30 pm, so please come along and hear 
what has been happening throughout the last year, and to support your Committee.   
 
We are always pleased to receive nominations for the Committee. Linda who does an excellent job of 
Secretary and Editor of Roots and Branches is still hoping that someone will volunteer to become 
editor.  
 
Valerie who kindly took over organising the Speakers programmes has done sterling work and 
produced a programme for 2018/19 and nearly all of 19/20, BUT she is unable to continue and we 
therefore need someone willing to take the job on. She is happy to continue to contact those speakers 
she has already booked.  
 
I must also thank all the committee as well as those not actually on the committee who help so the 
Society is able to run. 
 
Remember that Nick is at Broadway House on the third Thursday morning of each month to help you 
with research.   
 

Gillian Smith 

 

 

 

 

I have to say how disappointed the Committee were to the response of our Open Day at the 

Felixstowe Conservative Club on 23rd June.  We had three different sets of software available to help 

members; Janet Huckle came along to help give you information from your old photos and also our 

CDs and books were available.  How many people visited us?  No many is the answer. 

 

On a more positive note I was very pleased to see that members have started once again to use the 

Members’ Interests forms, please let me know if you have any response to your requests for help. 

 

Also many thanks to Stephen Deacon and Roger Sutton for their articles.  Please remember that to 

keep the magazine going I do need members to submit articles, short or long, it doesn’t matter.  

 

On page 6 I have printed an article on Ragged Schools.  I heard this term when speaking to a visitor on 

our Open Day and decided to find out more about them.  I hope you find it interesting.  

 

In this issue there are a few places where I have given the definition or an explanation that was not 

understood by me.  This leads me to delving into the Internet for explanations, such as Ragged Schools 

or palatines.  Perhaps you have come across a word or term that you didn’t understand; it would be 

interesting if you could put an article or short piece together to share it with me and others.   

 

Linda Negus 
Membership No: 0620 
 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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RAGGED SCHOOLS 

 

 

 

 

R 
agged schools were charitable organisations dedicated to the free education of destitute 

children in nineteenth-century Britain. The schools were developed in working-class 

districts and were intended for society's most destitute children. Such children, it was 

argued, were often excluded from Sunday School (1) education because of their unkempt 

appearance and often challenging behaviour. The London Ragged Schools Union was established in 

April 1844 to combine resources in the city, providing free education, food, clothing, lodging and 

other home missionary services for poor children.  Although the London Ragged School Union did 

not extend beyond the metropolis, its publications and pamphlets helped spread ragged school 

ideals across the country. 

 

Working in the poorest districts, teachers (who were often local working people) initially utilised 

stables, lofts, and railway arches for their classes. The majority of teachers were voluntary, although 

a small number were employed. There was an emphasis on reading, writing, arithmetic, and study of 

the Bible. The curriculum expanded into industrial and commercial subjects in many schools. It is 

estimated that about 300,000 children went through the London ragged schools alone between 

1844 and 1881. 

 

The Ragged School Museum (2) in the East End of London shows how a ragged school would have 

looked; it is housed in buildings previously occupied by Dr Thomas Barnardo. The Ragged School 

Museum provides an idea of the working of a ragged school, but Thomas Barnardo's institution 

differed considerably in practice and philosophy from those schools accountable to the London 

Ragged School Union. 

 

© Wikipedia.co.uk 

You can find more information on (1) and (2) on Wikipedia. Ed  
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S everal years ago, I came across some postcard photographs of young men in Folkestone, sent shortly 
before they embarked for the Western Front. My late mother told me that they were her uncles, my 

great uncles, Henry, Alfred and Edward. 
 
I was able to find that Henry (b.1887) had enlisted with the Army Service Corps, later the RASC, and 
had survived the war intact. Thus far I have been able to find no living relatives who have any 
information about him. His grandson and I were in contact for some time but he died in 2008 in France 
so one line of enquiry effectively closed. 
 
Alfred (b.1892) and Edward (b.1889) both enlisted, as far as I can tell, in 8th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers 
(City of London Regiment). Edward was killed near Thiepval in 1916 and his name appears on the 
Thiepval Monument. He was married but I have found no trace of any offspring. 
According to family legend, Alfred was wounded and came back to England but overstayed his leave (I 
have presumed it was leave due to injury as I believe few men had the luxury of leave unless they were 
officers). His mother apparently threatened to turn him in if he did not return to the front, so he re-
enlisted using his step-father’s name, James Harris to avoid prosecution for desertion. 
 
In 1917, he was awarded the Military Medal (my late cousin in France had the medal and other items but 
I have not yet been able to visit his widow to see if she has kept them). Alfred/James was killed in 
Villers-Bretonneux in April 1918 and is buried in the Adelaide Cemetery. 
 
In 2014, my wife and I had a few days holiday in Normandy at the time of the 70th anniversary of D-
Day commemorations. This was quite incredible but is not part of this story. On our way back, we 
detoured to Villers-Bretonneux and tried to find the Adelaide Cemetery but were unsuccessful and 
wound up at the much larger cemetery which is mainly for Australian soldiers.  
 
A young lady in Australian Air Force uniform was with a coach load of Australian visitors and from her 
we obtained clear directions to the Adelaide Cemetery, where I was able to find my great-uncle’s place 
of burial. From there, we continued to Thiepval and duly found Edward’s name inscribed on one of the 
panels. 

 
 
 
 
Alfred/James’s gravestone is in the middle flanked by soldiers 
from the Devon (left) and Derby & Notts (right) regiments – all 
killed on the same day, 24th April 1918. 
 
 
 
 
 

I would very much like to know more of the movements of the three brothers and would appreciate any 
pointers as to where best to look. 
 
Stephen Deacon 
Membership No: 1195 
 
 

THE NAYLORS 
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DIARY DATES 

 
12th September 2018     ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
            
 
 
10th October 2018    The Quakers     Jim Cadbury 
                
The talk will tell us of the origins of the Quakers and what lies at the core of the movement’s faith 
and ministry. He will draw our attention to household names who are all successful businesses 
established by Quakers, and how they still seek to play an influential role in modern day society. 
 
 
14th November 2018   Living and Dying in the 19th Century  Martin Hedges 
 
Martin will talk about things in food and drink that if they didn't kill you, sent you mad: acid in your 
beer and lead in your sweets   
 
 
12th December 2018    A Christmas Carol      Mike Wabe    
 
This presentation is a 60-minute adaptation of the famous Christmas story, and will be delivered by 
none other than Charles Dickens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monthly Meetings are held at 7.30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of the month at Broadway House, 
Orwell Road, Felixstowe   IP11 7DD. 
 
Meetings are free for members, but if you wish to bring a guest they will be charged £1.00. 
Refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits) are available at meetings after the talk has finished 
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T 
here will be a national day of commemorative events marking the 
centenary of the end of WW1 and paying tribute to the millions killed 
or wounded in battle, and those on the home front who struggles 

amidst pain and loss to help ensure freedom survived. 
 
Below is a list of the national events that are happening.   
 
06.00: Battle’s O’er 
1000 individual Pipers across the United Kingdom and countries around the world commence the 
day’s commemorations with the traditional Scottish lament played at the end of battle – Battle’s O’er. 
18.55: The Last Post 
1000 individual Buglers sound this historic tribute at WW1 Beacons of Light locations across the 
Nation and UK Overseas Territories. 
19.00: WW1 Beacons of Light 
Over 1000 Beacons of Light symbolising an end to the darkness of war and a return to the light of 
peace. 
19.05: Ringing Out for Peace 
1000 cathedrals and churches will ring out their bells across the nation, and beyond, in celebration of 
Peace. 
19.05: A Cry for Peace around the World 
100 Town Criers throughout the United Kingdom and other countries around the World join together 
in an International Cry for Peace around the World 
 

Both in Felixstowe and Kirton the beacons will be lit at 7.00 pm and the bells rung out at 7.05 pm.  
There are also special services in our churches and at the War Memorials.  To find out more detail 
about events in Felixstowe go to http://www.felixstowe.gov.uk/tommy-silhouettes-installed-to-
commemorate-the-ending-of-the-first-world-war/.  I am sure that further details will be published in 
the local papers nearer the time, watch out for them. 
 

 

 

 

Cut-price data continues: 

Great news for family historians! The GRO has extended its Pilot Test of birth & death registrations in 

PDF format. 

 

The main points are: 

1. The service will continue for the foreseeable future - no end date has been announced. 

2. Each  PDF costs £6.00 

3. Applications for a PDF must be made online and include the GRO index reference (you can get 

these from the GRO site or from FreeBMD) 

4. The England & Wales registrations which are available as PDFs are: 

                   Births:  1837—1917 

                   Deaths:  1837—1957 

The full announcement appears on the GRO website at : 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp  

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WW1 

FEDERATION UPDATE TO GENERAL RECORD OFFICE 

http://www.felixstowe.gov.uk/tommy-silhouettes-installed-to-commemorate-the-ending-of-the-first-world-war/
http://www.felixstowe.gov.uk/tommy-silhouettes-installed-to-commemorate-the-ending-of-the-first-world-war/
https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=790c93334d&e=7832afa5dc
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A SURPRISING DISCOVERY 
 

 

As a result of my family history research, I have discovered that I am descended from various 
important or interesting families.  In this particular case an important family has been traced from a 
most unlikely starting point.  My poorest great grandparent was Susannah Wellard (1852-1909).  She 
was born illegitimate in St Margaret-at-Cliffe, Dover.  Her parents were William Wellard (1820-1887) 
and Susannah Bayley Allen (1830-1872).  Both parents were illiterate and Susannah died of smallpox, 
leaving nine children.  William was a mariner and farm labourer.  As a widower, he would have found it 
very difficult to look after those children still at home.  Susannah Wellard was a domestic servant 
working for a Kingsdown landowner.  She married my great grandfather George William Sutton (1849-
1912) on 4 March 1872.  They had eight children. 
 

William Wellard’s parents were John Golder Wellard (1798-1872) and Mary Dixon (1800-1841).  It was 
a pattern that Wellard wives died before their husbands, whereas the husbands usually lived to a good 
age.  John was a farm labourer. 
 
His parents were John Wellard (1773-1856) and Molly Atkins (1776-1847).  We know that he was 
literate because he was the Parish Clerk of St Margaret-at-Cliffe.  The inscription on his headstone 
reads “Respected by all who knew him”.  He left a freehold messuage (the Oxford dictionary of this is 
“A dwelling house with outbuildings and land assigned to its use.”) and land in his will, so it is clear that 
he did not experience the abject poverty of subsequent generations. 
 
His parents were John Wellard (1729-1814) and Ann Bowles (1728-1798).  He, too, was Parish Clerk, as 
was Ann’s brother, Henry Bowles, who held the job for 22 years. 
 
John Wellard’s parents were yet another John Wellard (1693-1772) and Mary Redman (1702-1736).  
John married his second wife Sarah Fearne on 21 September 1737.  With young children to look after, 
a second marriage was important. 
 

His parents were Henry Wellard (1661-1744) and Mary Barney (1669-1734).  This marriage was 
unusual because of the social gap between husband and wife.  Henry Wellard was a cordwainer 
(shoemaker).  Mary Barney was the daughter of William Barney (1630-1700), who was Vicar of St 
Margaret-at-Cliffe, Westcliffe and Buckland near Dover.  Mary Barney, only 19 when she married, 
would have had difficulty finding a husband of her own social class in St Margaret-at-Cliffe.  When 
William Barney died in 1700, his memorial inscription included the following: 
 

“ARMS: BARNEY OF PARK HALL, REEDHAM, NORFOLK, V12., A CROSS ENGRAILED: IMPALING 
ASHTON, VIZ., A STAR OF EIGHT RAYS.  CREST, A WOLF’S HEAD, ERASED.” 
 

The Barney family derived its name from the town of Berney in the hundred of North Greenhow in 
Norfolk.  The family has been traced back to the 14th century.  Sir Richard Berney was created a 
baronet on 5 May 1520.  He was High Sheriff of Norfolk 1522.  He married Anne Smallpage, daughter 
of Michael Smallpage of Chichester, Sussex.  The Berney family appeared in the Visitation of Norfolk 
1563 and the Visitation of Norfolk 1664.  It is not clear where William Barney fits into the family tree, 
as almost all branches of the Berney family were Roman Catholic. 
 

His wife was Barbara Ashton (1642-1685) who was 21 when she married and was an orphan of Dover.  
Her Guardian was Dr Scoalding of Dover.  Her children were Thomas, Anne, William, Mary, Joel, 
Hester, Bathsheba and John.  They were born between 1664 and 1678.  William Barney complained to 
the archbishop of Canterbury about his stipends, citing his large family; but to no avail.  
Cont. pg 9   
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 I would like to acknowledge the help I have received from Ruth Nicol of St Margaret-at-Cliffe.  We both 
attended High Schools in Worthing, West Sussex. 
 
Bibliography: 

Burke’s Peerage and Baronetage 
The Gentleman’s Magazine 

 
Roger Sutton 
Membership No: 1126 
 

 

 

 

 

The Medieval Port of Goseford                                             Peter Wain 

 

Peter Wain’s talk on the medieval Port of Goseford was very interesting, he used maps to show how the 

Deben spread and that Bawdsey to the Trimleys was the overall area. The name Goseford means “goose 

ford” and dates from Anglo Saxon times. 

 

Edward III sent 15 ships for the King’s fleet, the second highest number in the country. The name fleet is 

possibly a corruption of fiord, but there is no overall agreement on this. Kings Fleet is all that remains of 

the port of Goseford, it is a piece of water that stretches inland for over two kilometres. 

 

This was a very interesting talk and wonderfully researched. Unfortunately it was also a rather important 

football match that night! 

 

Some of you may remember that we printed an old Victorian map and asked if anyone would like to 

choose a place and do some research on it to write an article for the Magazine. I did one called ‘What is 

King’s Fleet?” which covers the Port of Goseford.  You can find it in the September 2017 issue if you 

would like to read more about it. Ed 

 
 
 
 
 
REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR 

 

You may notice that there isn’t a piece included here on the June Speakers meeting, this is because 

nobody made any notes. 

 

If you would like to occasionally take notes and write a short piece on a meeting I would be most 

grateful, it doesn’t have to be every meeting; perhaps we can get a small group together who would take 

it in turns.  Anyone interested please contact either Gillian Smith or myself. 

SPEAKERS MEETING - JULY 
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  Elizabeth Garrett Anderson                                             Mark Mitchels 

 

Until last Wednesday evening, the only fact I knew about Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson was that she was the first woman to become a qualified doctor 
in England. My knowledge was greatly increased by the wonderful talk 
given by Mark, who began by lamenting the fact that there is no statue to 
Elizabeth, while in London there is now one of her sister Millicent Fawcett, 
and in Ipswich one of Giles’ ‘Grandma’! Not to mention the one of a dog in 
Aldeburgh… In Mark’s opinion, Elizabeth is worthy of much greater 
recognition. 
 

Before discussing Elizabeth herself, Mark looked back at her family tree; 
her father Newson was an interesting character who could easily have commandeered a lecture all 
to himself! It was abundantly clear where Elizabeth’s own drive and determination came from. 
Newson was a successful pawnbroker in Whitechapel, but as his children grew older he decided 
that there were better places in which to bring them up. In 1840 he moved the family to Suffolk, 
specifically to ‘Uplands’ in Aldeburgh. Elizabeth was very much left to her own devices, and spent 
her time wandering along the beach and being unpleasant to her governesses. She was even known 
as ‘the child from hell’! 
 

In 1849, Elizabeth and her sister were sent to a boarding-school in Blackheath; this was more like a 
finishing school, lessons were conducted in French, and the girls were known as ‘the bathing 
Garretts’. This was because there were no bathrooms at the school until Newson built some 
especially for them! After two years, the girls  returned to Aldeburgh, where Elizabeth spent many 
hours and days in the Reading Room.  By this time, Elizabeth’s father was dominating the area: he 
had his own fleet of ships, bought a brickworks company and in 1852 built his own house ‘Alde 
House’. In Snape, he demolished the old malting house and built a new one; this is now the 
renowned concert hall, famous for its amazing acoustics. Somehow, he also found time to become 
coxswain of the local lifeboat. (He was active in other ways too. By the age of eighteen, Elizabeth 
had four brothers and five sisters!) 
 

Her path through academia was not easy, and at first Elizabeth’s father was not supportive of her. 
However, in 1858 Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell from America, who looked after some of the poorest 
people in the country, came to England to give a lecture. Members of the Press were hostile and so 
was Newson when he read their articles. Elizabeth protested hotly at this and her father 
apologised; he even bought tickets for the lecture. After being introduced to Dr. Blackwell she 
stated, ‘I’m going to be a doctor!’ Her father remained opposed to her ambitions until his brother 
and family from Leiston stated their own opposition, whereupon Newson promptly changed his 
views. He had never got on with his brother… 
 
The next part of Mark’s lecture concerned the various ways in which Elizabeth pursued her goal. 
After many trials and tribulations, on September 28th, 1865 she passed her final exams and 
became a qualified doctor. However, at that time no hospital would employ her, simply because 
she was a woman. No problem! Newsom set her up in her own house in Berkeley Square. During 
that year there was an outbreak of cholera in London, and so she established a clinic in the poorest 
area of Marylebone – St. Mary’s Dispensary. Elizabeth saw seventy to eighty women a day at a cost 
of one penny, and a total of nine thousand women in her first year. 
Cont pg 11 

SPEAKERS MEETING - MAY 
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Having discovered that the French allowed women to be doctors, Elizabeth studied at the Sorbonne 
and was awarded her MD. She then became the medical director of a children’s home run by a Dr. 
Nathaniel Heckford, who was completely disorganised. I imagine Elizabeth soon sorted him out! She 
also worked with James Skelton Anderson, who was initially sceptical but who soon came to realise her 
worth. In December 1870 they became engaged and married in February 1871. Typically, Elizabeth did 
not promise to obey, nor did she give up her own bank account. How daring! 
 
In 1872, fundraising for a Women’s Hospital began and this was soon operational. For twenty years, 
Elizabeth was the only surgeon on the premises. She also set up a school of medicine for women and in 
1874 fourteen girls began their training. 
 
Her family grew too: in 1873 her daughter Louisa was born, and in 1874 a second daughter, Margaret. 
Sadly, Margaret fell ill in 1875 and died in December of that year. This was very traumatic for Elizabeth 
as she had not thought that the child was so seriously ill, although another doctor had disagreed. Mark 
clearly admired the strength of character of his subject, as much later on she approached this doctor at 
a social event and apologised. 
 
In 1877, a son, Alan, was born and he eventually took over his father’s business – which became the 
P&O shipping line. On the medical front, eventually the Royal Free Hospital agreed to take her students, 
as did the University of London. In 1892, Elizabeth decided to retire, at which time there were a 
hundred women doctors in England. In 1896 she became the President of the BMA; in 1907 her 
husband died, and in 1908 she became the Mayor of Aldeburgh, the first woman Mayor in England 
 

While her sister Millicent was involved with the Suffragist movement, in 1908 Elizabeth was determined 
to attend a Suffragette Rally in London. Nothing would dissuade her and she was delighted that she was 
there. What she did not know was that the Prime Minister had arranged for twelve plain-clothes 
policemen to surround her and keep her safe. Elizabeth died in 1917, knowing that her daughter Louise 
would continue in her footsteps. Louisa had spent a year in France and returned to England in 1915, to 
open a hospital for wounded soldiers in Endell Street. My appetite has been whetted, and I hope to 
read more about this fascinating family. 
 
Many thanks are due to Mark for such an interesting and engrossing talk. 
 
Jennie Roome       

Membership No: 1312 

 
Image © History Today 

 
Thanks Jenny for such an excellent write up of the meeting, any time you are able to write another one I 

will be most grateful. Ed. 
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 France, Marriages, 1546-1924, Births and Baptisms, 1546-1896  
 Arkansas Second Registration Draft Cards, 1948-1959     
FindMyPast 
 UK deaths 2007-2016 
 Lancashire published Registers & Records 

 South Lancashire Regiment Prisoners Of War 1914-1918 
 Norfolk browseable parish registers, Archdeacons' transcripts, parish chest, land tax 

assessments and borough records 

 Shropshire published Registers & Records 
 Staffordshire published Registers & Records 
 British in India, Directories 1792-1948 Browse 
 Ireland, British Army Officers 1914-1918 

 Queensland, Justices Of The Peace 1857-1957, Register Of Land Sold 1842-1859 
 Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Case Files Of Chinese Immigrants, 1900-1923 Image Browse 
Ancestry  

 1939 National identity Register 
 Cheshire, England, Extracted Church of England Parish Records, 1564-1837 
 Norfolk,  Bishop and Archdeacon Transcripts of Parish Registers, 1600-1935 

 Victoria, Australia, Marriage Index 1837-1950, Birth Index 1837-1917 and Death Index, 1836-
1988 

 Victoria Asylum Records, 1853-1940 

 Menden (Sauerland), Germany, Marriages, 1874-1935, Births, 1874-1906,  Deaths, 1874-1986 
 New York State, Death Index, 1957- 1968 
 U.S. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Swedish American Church Records, 1800-1946 

 Poland, Krakow Apartments of Displaced Jews, 1940 (in German) 
TheGenealogist 

 Metropolitan Police Criminal Records Office: Habitual Criminals Registers and the Habitual 
Drunkards Registers. 

Irish Genealogy Projects Archive 

 Fermanagh, Galloon Register, Baptisms & Burials 1845-1881 

 Monaghan & Fermanagh Clones Parish Reg., E. Div., 1815-1820 Baptisms 

Clare County Library's Local Studies 

 Roman Catholic Marriage Registers for Rath-Killinaboy Parish 1818 to 1844 and 1859 to 1880 

DiscoverEverAfter.com.  

 Deansgrange and Shanganagh Cemeteries, Dublin 
 

 
 
 

WEBSITE UPDATES 
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As promised in the last issue here is my review of the seventh of Nathan Dylan Goodwin’s genealogical 

crime mysteries. 

 

The story begins with the finding of two bodies buried behind a fireplace in 
1963. Then moves to the present day where Morton is trying to trace the great 
grandmother of a client called Albert Fothergill.  The documents that his client 
provided included a letter from 1827 that his great grandmother Ann Fothergill 
had written and some newspaper reports of court cases in which she was 
involved. 
 

Throughout the story we travel through the 19th century to the present time.  
The book is based on a moment in time and history using real locations, 
characters and events.  The letter from 1827 leads Morton to the smuggling 
trade in the 1800’s and her involvement with the famous Aldington Gang.  His 

research leads him into trouble with people who seem very interested in his work.  
 

While all this is going on Morton is getting used to being a father and learning how to juggle his 
personal and professional lives.  I enjoyed getting to know his extended family having now solved his 
own adoption. 
 

I enjoyed reading about the smuggling gangs of the Kent coast, how they lived and worked, how they 
managed to evade capture by the coastguards.  His method of blending historical events with his 
fictitious storylines works very well, and I always learn of a new method of genealogy! 
 

If you enjoy a good genealogical crime mystery, then I recommend the books of Morton Farrier. 

Linda Negus, Membership No: 0620 

 

 

 

Did You Know that...........  
 
The Palatines of Chester, Durham and Lancaster had separate administrations from the rest of England 
since medieval times and kept their own records. The Palatines had their own councils and courts and 
including common law, equity and criminal courts. Records are mostly held at The National Archives 
and are catalogued in series CHES, DURH and PL. 
 
What I asked myself is a ‘palatine’?  These are two definitions I found. 
 
The word "palatine" evolved from the Latin word palatinus, asserting a connection to the Palatine Hill, 
where the house of the Roman emperor was situated since Augustus.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Palatine 
 
Definition of palatine. 1 a: possessing royal privileges. b: of or relating to a palatine or a palatinate. 2 a: 
of or relating to a palace especially of a Roman or Holy Roman emperor. 
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/palatine 

 

Editor. 

 
 

THE WICKED TRADE 
  By  NATHAN  DYLAN GOODWIN 
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O 
n 19 November 2018 it will be 100 years since my grandfather Arthur Edwin Pickering 
died in France at the end of the First World War.  The family home was ‘Reculver’, Valen-
cia Road, West Worthing.  As his son Arthur Charles Pickering was born posthumously in 

June 1919, this suggests that Arthur Edwin Pickering had spent his last home leave at ‘Reculver’ in 
September 1918.  His name is on the War Memorial in central Worthing and in St Andrew’s 
Church, West Tasing. 
 
But who were the Pickering family?  At the time, the surname was unusual in West Sussex.  It is 
only a four years since I discovered that they came from Cheshire.  They were dairy farmers and 
cheese makers, but the last Pickering ancestor to remain in Cheshire was Thomas Pickering (1745-
1777), who was the diocese surgeon of Arclid, Sandbach.  It was his son Samuel Pickering (1767-
1823) who moved to London in the late 18th century. 
 
His sons Samuel Pickering (1802-1857) and John Pickering (1808-1852) ran a drug broking busi-
ness that was still operating in the City of London when I started work in the City in September 
1961 on leaving school.  It was a successful business. Alexander Schlusser Pickering left an estate 
worth £55,000 when he died in 1919.  His son Alexander Henry Pickering left £81,000 when he 
died in 1951. 
 
My great grandfather was John Turney Pickering (1839-906) who was the son of John Pickering 
and Rebecca Elizabeth Turney (1806-1880).  My great grandfather appeared to have the option of 
joining the family drug broking business.  For whatever reason, he chose not to do so.  The family 
business dealt in quicksilver, which is toxic and may have hastened the deaths of both Samuel 
Pickering and John Pickering, the founders of the business. 
 
John Turney Pickering was a boarder at Fairfield House, Addiscombe road, Addiscombe.  He spent 
the whold of his career as a banker.  He joined the London Joint Stock Bank on 19 October 1857 
on a £60 salary.  He lived at 5 Horatio Terrace, Osmond Road, Old Kent Road. 
 
On 1 May 1866 he married Annette Rolls of Old Kent Road at St George, Camberwell.  Her grand-
father William Rolls had made a fortune out of property speculation.  In 1871 the Pickering family 
lived at 9 St Paul’s Terrace, Brockley Road, Deptford.  By 1875 John’s salary was £275.  In 1881 the 
family lived at 70 Tressillian Road, Deptford.  John was promoted to Accountant in November 
1883.  When he retired, in May 1895, his salary was £400 and he had a life policy of £500.  By this 
time the family lived at ‘Fern Bank’, 44 London Road, Bromley, Kent. 
 

A book entitled ‘Bromley’ by E.L.S. Horsburgh was published in 1929.  A new edition of the book 
was published in 1971, of which I have a copy.  It runs to 490 pages and so is unusually compre-
hensive for a book of its kind.  It explains how Bromley had grown from a population of only 5,505 
in 1861 to a population 35,070 by 1921.  This period of growth had started with the introduction 
of the railway to Bromley, which had totally transformed the town. 
 

It is worth giving some details about the six Pickering children.  Firstly, my grandfather Arthur Ed-
win Pickering.  He was born on 2 June 1875.  We don’t know where he went to school, but we do 
know that his brother John was educated at West Kent Grammar School.  Arthur was employed 
by a Jewish firm of Architects of Broad Street, City of London.  They specialised in designing Syna-
gogues, such as that at St John’s Wood and the Chatham Memorial Synagogue.  London’s Jewish 
population was increasing quite rapidly at the time.   

THE PICKERING FAMILY 
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He married Florence Amy Gerrett on 27 June 1908 at St Mark’s, South Norwood.  My research 
suggests that both Arthur and Florence had Sephardic Jewish ancestry.  In the case of Florence, her 
Gerrett ancestor appears to have come to England in the 16th century as a glassmaker by posing as a 
Huguenot refugee to hide the fact that the family had moved from Portugal to the Netherlands 
because of the persecution of Sephardic Jews in Portugal.  In the case of Arthur, it was his mother 
Annette who had Sephardic Jewish ancestry, long established in London’s East End.   
 
There is nothing to suggest that either of my grandparents knew about their Jewish ancestry.  The 
Sephardic Jewish ancestry was identified by a DNA test which my niece Margaret took. 
 

John Pickering joined the London Joint Stock Bank on 17 October 1895, aged 18, on a £50 salary.  By 
1913 his salary was £210.  He retired on 1 April 1927, by which time his salary was £525.  He was very 
musical and ran a small orchestra in his  spare time. 
 

Percy Pickering became a bank clerk and then an actor with the stage name of Percy Ballard.  He 
appeared in ‘The Silver Chord’ in London’s West End.  He also toured South Africa.  In January 1921 he 
appeared in the comedy ‘French Leave’ at The Tivoli, Cape Town.  He also appeared in ‘Carried 
Honours’, which ran for a fortnight.  Mabel Pickering went to South Africa with Percy.  She married 
late in life, becoming Mabel Ingram. 
 

Henry Rolls Pickering became a Printer’s roller and then a clerk.  He subsequently got a job buying 
German wines.  In 1896 he married Flora Stumer.  Her father was German. 
 

Elsie Pickering married George Hale (who was related to the Gerrett family) on 2 August 1899.  He 
farmed at Timperley, Manchester.  Their children Stephen, Annette and Dudley all attended boarding 
schools. 
 

According to my mother Eileen Pickering, the Pickerings were a jolly lot and enjoyed the good things in 
life.  They were given to parties, bridge parties amd musical evenings, with Annette playing the piano.  
They seemed to seie on any excuse to hold a party.  On the 39th anniversary of the wedding of John 
and Annette there was a family party and Florence reported that she had a very enjoyable evening.  
Florence recalled that John was an extremely generous man: if you said you liked something, he would 
buy it for you.  He left an estate worth £4,571 when he died in 1906.      
 
Roger Sutton, Membership No. 1126 
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Name: Angela Heaviside                         Membership No: 1155 
Address:  12 Totham Hill Green, Great Totham, Essex CM9 8DX 

Email: Angelaheaviside@aol.com 
 

                           
 

Name: Jim Rhind                           Membership No: 0470  

Address:  567 Felixstowe Road, Ipswich  IP3 8TE 

Email: james.rhind@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Lynne Moses                                       Membership No: 0880 

Address:  Dora Court, Flat 203, 2 Smirnis Street, Livadia, Cyprus 7060 Email: 

lynne4b@gmail.com  

 

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST NAME DATES 

Suffolk Snape Lamb Thomas C18 

  Snape Taylor Patience C18 

  Laxfield Alexander Charlotte C19 

  Woodbridge Calver Mary C18-19 

  Ipswich/

Woodbridge 

Quinton John C19 

  Ipswich Blakey Mary C19 

Berkshire Bray Lamb Daisy Matilda C19-20 

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

  

NORTHERN BRITAIN 

Jobling Various <1800 

Stobart    “   

Tomlin    “   

Jennings    “   

  Taylor    “   

  McCathey    “   

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

Suffolk Trimley Jennings Any   

  Nacton Rouse Any   

    Skeet Any   

          

MEMBERS INTERESTS 

mailto:james.rhind@btinternet.com
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Name:  Revd. Michael F Ayden Membership No: 0854 

Address:  8 Baker Road, Shotley Gate, Ipswich, IP9 1RT 

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

Suffolk Walton Rattle Samuel Prior to 1841 

  Felixstowe    “ ALL From 1841 

  Hasketon    “   “   

  Wood-

bridge 

   “    “   

Name: Margaret Lake                   Membership No: 0053 

Address:  16 Western Avenue, Felixstowe   

Email: Mgtlake@AOL.com 

COUNTY TOWN/ 

PARISH 

SURNAME FIRST 
NAME 

DATES 

Suffolk Walton/Ipswich Plant Any 1800’s 

Kent Hayes Wood Any 1700’s 

Leics Breedon Hackett Sampson Pre 1700’s 

Suffolk Ipswich Beeton Any 1800’s 

Middx London Haswell Any 1700’s 

mailto:Mgtlake@AOL.com
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FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
Website: www.felixstowefhs.onesuffolk.net 

Email: - fxfhs@hotmail.com  
Registered Charity No: 296115 

 
 

PRESIDENT:  The Rt Hon. the Lord Deben  
 
 

Meetings are held at Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD  on the second 
Wednesday of the month.  (7.30 pm start) 

 
 

COMMITTEE  
 
 
CHAIRMAN:    Gillian Smith 
    16 Estuary Drive 
    Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Tel: 01394 270688 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN:   Vacancy 
 
SECRETARY:    Linda Negus 
    62 Falkenham Road  
    Kirton 
    Ipswich,  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com    
 
TREASURER:  Nicholas Smith 
    37 Hazel Drive  
    IPSWICH  IP3 8RF 
    sutton.coldfield@mail.ru 
 
MEMBERSHIP  Ann Sanderson 
SECRETARY:  8 Estuary Drive 
    Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Email: sandersonmjf@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE   Rosemary Gitsham 
MEMBER:  17 Grimston Lane 
    Trimley St Martin 
    Felixstowe,  IP11 0RU 
    Tel:  01394 275261 
 
EDITOR &   Linda Negus 
MEMBERS  62 Falkenham Road, Kirton 
INTERESTS:  IPSWICH  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
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NON–COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
 
 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR & Linda Negus 
MEMBERS INTEREST 62 Falkenham Road, Kirton, IPSWICH IP10 0QW 
     Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
 
MAGAZINE     Gillian Smith 
DISTRIBUTION:  16 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe IP11 9TL 
     Tel: 01394 277617 
 
PROJECTS   Alan Smith 
CO-ORDINATOR:  6 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9TL   
     Tel: 01394 270688 
 
LIBRARIAN:   Stuart Humphrey 
     68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
 
BOOKSTALL &  John Woollan 
MAIL ORDER    ‘The Pines’, Manor Road, Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU 
SERVICE:   Tel: 01394 210271 
 
PROGRAMME   Valerie Humphrey 
SECRETARY:              68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All enquiries to be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope  
 

All Officers of this Society are unpaid volunteers who give up their spare time to 
answer queries and run the Society and, out of respect for this, it would be appreciated 

if telephone enquiries were not made after 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 

CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
 

£10.00 Single Membership 
£14.00 Joint Membership  

 
 The subscription year begins on 1st September  

 
Membership enquiries to be sent to the Membership Secretary 

 
Please send contributions for the magazine and any comments regarding the magazine to Gillian Smith 
or Linda Negus who reserve the right to edit any item. 
 
Websites that are mentioned or featured in this magazine are not formally endorsed by Felixstowe 
Family History Society and as such the Society cannot be held responsible for the content (or lack of) 
therein. Members view these sites strictly at their own discretion. 


