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Crewe is also home to the Crewe
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See page 78 for more details.

Future Crewe Group Meetings

9th Jan Remembering Crewe of the 1950s – Pam Minshall
13th Feb Cliveden: A House of Pleasure, Intrigue & Scandal

- David Cooke
20th Mar Cheshire Maps and Mapmakers - Jonathan Pepler

(joint meeting with the Nantwich Group at Nantwich)

We hope to see you soon!
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by Rosie Rowley

As another year draws to a close, I am looking forward to
welcoming two new twigs on our family tree: our two
daughters are both expecting babies, and both are due to
arrive in early December! As you might expect, I am busily
knitting and crocheting tiny garments - although I am told
that one son-in-law weighed over 10lb at birth, so I’m also
making a few not-so-tiny garments, just in case...

Christmas is a time when our thoughts turn to the family,
and it’s an ideal time to work on your family tree. Get those

old photos out and, if you can, enlist the help of your family to write names,
dates and places on the back. If the weather is good, follow the example of
member Peter Lee (page 42) and take a walk around a local cemetery;
cemeteries can be peaceful and inspiring, and you could note down any
interesting memorial inscriptions or names of ‘strays’ you find to send to the
appropriate family history society. If you photograph the memorials, you could
share them on a website such as www.findagrave.com or https://billiongraves.com/

Or why not revisit some of the family history research you did when you first
started tracing your family tree? Re-read your old notes - they may now lead
you to new avenues of research. It’s surprising how much more information is
available online, compared with only two or three years ago. Try the new GRO
index at www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates which now includes mother’s
maiden name for all births between 1837 and 1916, and age for all deaths
between 1837 and 1957. Check that the births you thought were yours have the
correct mother’s maiden names, if you didn’t buy all the certificates. If any birth
or death certificates for these dates are missing from your files, order them
online from the GRO in digital PDF format for only £6 instead of the usual £9.25
for a paper copy (see this issue’s Net That Serf for more information).

I am again appealing for articles for the coming year. Articles can be sent by
email or by post, and ideally should be between 1,000 and 2,000 words (about
2-3 pages of A4). If you have typed your article on a computer, then emailing
it is preferable as it avoids having to re-type it. More information about
submissions is on the last page, or contact me if you have any questions.

Finally, I wish you all a happy Christmas, and good fortune in the New Year.

Editor’s Letter
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2017 AGM Reports

Chairman’s Report by David Smetham

I have now completed two years as Chairman of FHSC
and during that time there has been ongoing change.
For 2017-18, we have a small increase in the
membership. During the last year we have established
a new group at Sale but lost a group at West Wirral.
Sale group has been formed based on the former
members of the North Cheshire Family History
Society plus existing members of FHSC in the Sale
area.  We have been fortunate in receiving the North
Cheshire FHS resources, both copyright of data and a
significant monetary transfer. We plan to use these to
benefit those researching their Cheshire ancestors.

Our new website has been established and the few inevitable teething problems
are being sorted.  This website is a great asset; the facilities are expanding and
we will soon have an online shop. The website provides better communication
with the members, allowing formatted newsletters to be sent out to registered
group members, and we have a forum, in its early days, allowing questions
and advice to be shared with the general membership.  Please take advantage
of the website, talk to your society about what you would like to see as member
benefits - remember, you are in control of your membership.

We have also been considering the future of our research centres and
collaboration with Cheshire Record Office.  I have attended meetings of the
Shared Services element of Cheshire East and Cheshire West & Chester Unitary
Authorities in relation to the proposed re-organisation of the Cheshire Record
Office.  The proposal is to have two hubs in Chester and Crewe, and to integrate
volunteers from FHSC into the delivery of the CRO service.  As part of the
proposal there is an opportunity to locate our Research Centre in the Crewe
hub.  The Unitary Authorities are keen to involve the FHSC and our meetings
with Paul Newman, the County Archivist, have been positive.  The programme
for completion of the new hubs is 2022 so there is still a long way to go. There

Reports (slightly abridged below) were presented at the 48th Annual General
Meeting of the Family History Society of Cheshire held on Saturday 21st
October 2017 at the Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley.
Full reports and minutes will be available on the FHSC website in due course.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR December 20174

will be consultation so please contribute.

As always, we are pleased at the number of volunteers we have and we
appreciate the amount of time volunteers are prepared to spend in delivering
your member benefits.  This year we see the completion of five years as FHSC
treasurer by Victoria Doran, and we thank her for her valuable contribution.
Thanks also go to Carol Drummond, who has been our bookkeeper since 2002
and is now retiring.  In accordance with our constitution, after five years as
treasurer, Victoria must stand down. We unsuccessfully sought a volunteer to
take on the treasurer role; therefore  I have stood down as chairman and instead
stand for election as treasurer. Victoria offered to stand as chairman and we
are grateful for her wish to continue in the management of FHSC.

Victoria Doran was elected Chairman, Howard Martin was re-elected
Honorary Secretary and David Smetham was elected Honorary Treasurer.

An engraved paperweight was presented to Victoria as a token of thanks for
her five years as Treasurer.  An engraved paperweight will also be presented
to Carol Drummond.  An engraved paperweight was accepted by Mike Craig
on behalf of Jan Craig who comes to the end of 38 years as a committee
volunteer in a number of roles.

Honorary Secretary’s Report by Howard Martin

First of all I would like to thank Alan Jones and his team of volunteers for
opening the Research Centre this morning to enable members to see what a
wealth of material there is for the family historian. Thanks, too, to David
Smetham who arranged for Brenda Hustler to speak to us on Researching Irish
History. I am sure that it gave the many members who have Irish ancestry lots
of ideas for tracing their Irish roots. David Smetham and Alan Jones have also
arranged the refreshments for today’s meeting – thanks to them for that. 
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Following the decision taken last year to alter the Executive Committee meeting
cycle there have been three meetings during 2016-2017, in September 2016,
January and May 2017. Following a suggestion from a member it was decided
that key points from each Executive Committee meeting would be posted on
the Society’s website after approval of the minutes. The key points from
January and May 2017 have appeared so far. The reduction in Executive
Committee meetings was to enable a new meeting between the chairman and
the group leaders to be inserted into the calendar. They met in April and there
was a fruitful discussion of issues concerning group leaders and the
management of groups.

The committee wishes to record its thanks to Pat Eastup for the generous
supply of delicious cakes that she provides to brighten the tea/coffee breaks
at its meetings.

The Executive Committee has maintained its close watch on developments in
the future location of the Record Office. David Smetham has attended Joint
Services Committee meetings whilst David Guyton, Group Leader of Chester
group has kept in contact with Paul Newman, head of Cheshire Archives and
Local Studies (CALS), and has arranged meetings between him and
representatives of the Society so that future possibilities and cooperation can
be explored. I would like to thank David for his valuable contribution to this
process and for his input to the Executive Committee.

Both of the Society’s Research Centres at Mobberley and Crewe continue to
provide valuable resources to help members and the general public in their
researches. The Crewe Research Centre completed its move into new premises
in the Municipal Buildings in Crewe in January. The official opening was
enjoyed by many members of the Society. There has been a publicity campaign
by the distribution of leaflets in libraries to increase awareness of their existence
whilst the Mobberley lookup service is still offered, but few people availa
themselves of this service. The Committee wishes to thank Alan Jones and Joan
Irving at Mobberley, and Margaret Spate at Crewe for their work in managing
the centres, and the volunteers who provide support and guidance for visitors.
In addition, we thank the volunteers from local groups who provide helpdesks
at several local libraries, and Jean Laidlaw who continues to run her successful
family history course at Mobberley.

David Smetham has represented Cheshire at the Federation of Family History
Societies (FFHS) AGM and GM and also at the North West Group of Family
History Society meetings. FHSC was at WDYTYA? Live at Birmingham this
year with the North West Group and was also represented by FFHS. 
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The new website was launched at the beginning of the year. It is an excellent
way of keeping up to date with Society news and group activities. There are
useful links to other sites and a forum where issues and problems can be raised
and discussed by members – one possible way of breaking down a dead end.
Alan Bennett, Webmaster, and his assistant, Gay Oliver have devoted hours to
the project and we are very grateful for the work they have done. Inevitably
there were teething problems, but they have worked to remedy them. The issue
raised now, and which the Executive Committee will have to address, is “what
support do members want from the website?”, never forgetting that it is run
by volunteers and can never replicate the offerings of the commercial family
history websites. Nevertheless, the Society’s membership possesses a wealth
of knowledge, wisdom and advice that could be shared. The next step is to
launch a shop, but before that can be done, volunteers are needed to review
and outline the contents of the CDs that have been produced in the past for
sale or download. If anyone is willing to participate in this then please contact
Lesley Smetham or Len Davenport

Maurice Stokes continues to manage membership renewals, supported by
Susan McNulty who deals with new members. Our thanks go to them for the
sterling work they have done in what has proved to be a challenging year for
them. The switch to the new website presented Maurice with a number of
problems which he and Alan Bennett have resolved. One consequence is that
accurate membership figures have been difficult to acquire. At the beginning
of October, 1647 memberships had been renewed with perhaps another 50 to
be expected. The dissolution of the NCFHS has been referred to by the
chairman and the treasurer. In membership terms about 70 North Cheshire
members took advantage of the special membership offer made to them.
Additionally there were just over 100 new memberships taken out, a significant
number joining online through the website after January 2017.

Like other family history societies, FHSC is experiencing a downward trend in
membership. Membership in October 2016 stood at 1729 subscribers - 2073 if
supported family members are included.  It remains incumbent on us all to
advertise the advantages to a family historian of society membership, whether
it be the support that membership of a local group can provide, access to
additional material that is not available online at our research centres or the
stimulation that the society journal can provide. Several members who have
failed to renew cite as a reason a lack of support from the Society for those who
do not join groups or cannot get to the Research Centres. Hence the need to
focus on what added value the website can give to new members to persuade
them to become long term members.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR December 20177

The jewel that FHSC has is the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR. Rosie Rowley, the editor,
aided by Suzie Woodward, the voluntary proofreader, continues the tradition
of producing a professional journal that informs, provides insights and relates
the discoveries and excitement that family historians can experience on making
breakthroughs or discovering the unexpected. If you see other family history
society journals you will realise what a quality product the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
is. That is all down to the dedication and power of persuasion of Rosie, who
always needs our contributions to fill those pages. Let’s keep those articles and
contributions rolling in. Our thanks must also go to Geoff Johnson and John
Lord. Geoff creates and distributes the digital version as well as editing Net that
Serf, while John deals with the postal distribution of the printed version.

We run fifteen groups and a computer group across Cheshire. Our thanks go
to the group leaders and their committees for their work in producing a varied
programme for members. You only have to look through the group pages in
the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR to appreciate the range of topics that are covered at
these meetings. Most groups are also working on projects, either on their own
or with other groups. Since the last AGM the Birkenhead and West Wirral
groups have closed but a new Sale Group was formed in January by former
members of the NCFHS and local FHSC members. The Executive Committee
is always reluctant to sanction the disbanding of a group and one issue to be
addressed in the coming year by the Committee and by the Group Leaders
meeting is why some groups thrive and others fail. A critical point appears to
be when a long serving group leader retires and no replacement can be found.

Peter Davenport continues his valued work on resource digitisation. Thanks
to him and Len Davenport, new CD publications are produced and marketed
through the website and at fairs. We still operate a bookstall at fairs thanks to
David Johnson. Thanks also go to our treasurer, Victoria Doran, supported by
Carol Drummond, both of whom are giving up these responsibilities at this
AGM, and to Peter Johnson, Publicity Officer. 

Honorary Treasurer’s Report by Victoria M L Doran

Having come to the end of my term of five years in office, this is my last report
as treasurer. We operate in a changing environment, and there is no doubt that
the Society will also need to change if it is to continue to flourish. Fortunately,
we have a healthy balance at present.

The consolidated accounts for the year ending 30 June 2017 show a net surplus
for the year of £38,111, a very substantial increase. However, £28,960 of this
came from the closure of North Cheshire FHS, so the actual FHSC-only figure
was £9,151, against £8,415 at 30 June 2016.
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The 16 groups combined have a deficit of £449 this year against a surplus of
£796 last year. The ‘real’ surplus for the central funds is £37,662 as against £7,619
last year. Note that the groups collectively really spent £3,747 more than their
own income, as they received £7,200 from the central funds as group allocation
and individual grants. The £7,200 figure includes a start-up amount for the Sale
Group. The committee have decided that the group allocation for 2017-2018
will be £500. Groups can apply for an augmentation of the group allocation if
required, and also for 50 per cent of the cost of any equipment purchased.

The remainder of this report applies only to the ‘central’ funds.

INCOME is up by £29,580 from 2016. Birkenhead Group closed during the year
and its funds of £1,697 were transferred to the main account as well as the
North Cheshire funds noted earlier, both recorded as ‘Donations’. Excluding
these, the income is actually down by £1,077 from 2016.
Membership subscriptions have so far held up quite well; the new website
has resulted in an increase in new members.
Interest on Deposits decreased as expected. In future this will rise as £30,000
has been invested for three years at an improved rate of interest.
Sales of books and CDs continued their long term decline and now make a
net contribution of barely 1 per cent of our income.
Attendance at Mobberley Research Centre also continues to decline, and their
contribution is gradually decreasing.
Royalties are up substantially, due to inheriting the North Cheshire FHS Find
My Past data. These accounts only reflect six months of former North Cheshire
Royalties, so we can expect another substantial increase in 2017-2018.
Gift Aid reduced this year as expected after the unexpected increase last year.

EXPENDITURE is down £463 from 2016, but excluding the cost of the Crewe
Research Centre move from last year (about £3,000), expenditure on everything
else has actually increased this year by about £2,500.
Magazine production costs have increased. Some members who opted for
electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR have switched back to a paper copy, and postage
rates have increased. The printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR now costs slightly over
£7 per year, whilst the difference in annual subscription is £5. We still produce
sufficient paper copies to benefit from bulk postage and printing rates.
Group Allocation (incorrectly shown as Capitation to Groups) has increased,
but this is because Sale Group was formed in January and they received a one-
off amount of £1,000 to put them in an equivalent position to other groups, as
well as £200 for 6 months Group Allocation.
Membership expenses are slightly up this year. This is mainly due to some
members experiencing difficulties with their standing orders, and others
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changing their mind and subsequently switching from electronic to printed
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR part way through the membership year.
Mobberley Research Centre had a slight increase in costs. Meanwhile the
Crewe Research Centre costs were back to normal after their removal costs last
year. Crewe’s costs are mainly for software subscriptions to enable them to
provide access to the same genealogical websites as Mobberley.
Book purchases managed to exceed book sales. As book sales are based on a
mark up of 30 per cent on what we pay for them, this represents a loss,
especially as there are also some other direct expenses of the sales. CDs are
produced when required and use our own data, so there is always profit on a
CD sale.
Direct expenses for membership and sales include the costs of some methods
of payment - the most expensive of these being a credit card machine. This was
dispensed with at the end of the year, as the new website has introduced the
facility to use Paypal, which has significantly lower costs. There will be some
residual costs next year related to terminating the credit card agreements. Use
of Genfair, which has somewhat higher costs than Paypal, is now negligible.
The accountancy fee has risen slightly, mainly due to the increased fee charged
by Heywood Shepherd for inspecting the accounts. However, our bookkeeper,
Carol Drummond, retired at the end of the financial year and the committee
decided to employ Heywood Shepherd in future to keep our books. They will
charge substantially more than Carol did, so this item will increase next year.
It should be noted that Carol had not increased her fee rate for a long time.
Spending on projects has increased. This is one of the items we should be
spending money on, but expenditure largely depends on individuals and
groups coming up with ideas and carrying out the work.
Website expenditure has increased, reflecting the development of the new
website which went live during the year.
Committee costs increased due to meetings with North Cheshire FHS prior to
their demise. 
Other expenseswere broadly in line with expectations. The FFHS subscription
and insurance is based on membership, so reduces as that declines. 

There is nothing in the accounts to suggest that a change in membership fee is
appropriate at this time.

The full set of independently examined accounts are available by request to the
Treasurer.

Finally, I would like to thank Carol Drummond, our bookkeeper, for all her
hard work, and I would also like to thank our accountants Heywood Shepherd
for their work on behalf of the Society.
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by Gay J Oliver
Web Administrator

www.fhsc.org.uk

Many who have chosen not to receive the electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR have
not yet visited our website and may be missing out on the resources we are
creating for all our members. Below are some tips to help newcomers find their
way around our website.

If it’s your first visit you will have to create a password. To do this click on
Login/Logout button on the top green menu bar. Read the instructions on the
page, login with your email address and click on forgotten my password. Follow
the instructions from there.
If you are having any problems contact: web.admin@fhsc.org.uk

When you have logged in to the website, you will find more items on the menu
bars. Click on the menu item to go to the relevant web page.

TOP (BRIGHT GREEN) MENU BAR

Events
All our events are listed here in date order. You may attend events at any of
our groups.

Cheshire Ancestor
Here you will find copies of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR going back to 2011. Click
on a year to get a list of the four issues for that year.
Below is a link to Family History Stories - these are articles that are too long for
the ANCESTOR.  Have a look and think about submitting your stories to me to
include here.
Finally, Geoff Johnson (who writes the Net That Serf pages) has put the NTS
pages into compendiums for each year - click on Net That Serf at the bottom to
find these.

Links
Over 300 useful Family History links are listed here, in twelve categories.
If you find any broken links or want to suggest new ones please contact me.

The FHSC Website
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LOWER (PALE GREEN/GREY) MENU BAR

Once you have logged in, hover over My Membership at the end of the lower
menu bar. I am now going to concentrate on the first and third sub-menus
which open up under this menu – I’ll include the others in a subsequent article.

Member Admin
Click on My Profile where you can check the information we hold about you.
You can edit any of these details by clicking on Edit My Profile.
For instance, you can change your own email address, password and even
create a username.

Research
Click on My Surnames to add the surnames you are researching.
Over seven hundred names have already been listed, but let’s get adding and
make this into a huge data resource for all our members - it’s very quick and
easy to do. You can add as many names as you want from all over the world.

Click on Search Surnames to search for others who are researching the names
you are interested in. Type the surname you are searching for into the box on
the right-hand side (after the end of the instructions) and press the enter key
on your keyboard. You will see a list of entries with that name; if there is no
list, then no-one is researching that name. The Datestamp shows when the
surname information was added, and the Member’s Name is also shown. Click
on the envelope button at the end of the line to contact the member by email.
Email addresses are kept private when you communicate in this way. 

Click on Read Exchange Journals to find electronic journals from other family
history societies around the world. For the last four years, our society has
participated in a reciprocal exchange of electronic journals with thirteen other
English, Canadian and Australian Societies. Like our own journal, these are in
pdf format and can be downloaded to your own computer, laptop or tablet.
Have a look to see if any are from areas where you have ancestors.

Part two will be printed in the next issue of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR.

v Editor’s Top Tip v
Found a place in the census and don’t know where it is?

Try searching the gazetteer on GENUKI:
www.genuki.org.uk/big/Gazetteer
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Research Centre News

Mobberley Research Centre
by Alan Jones

Wintertime can provide an opportunity to find out more
about the everyday lives of your ancestors.  It’s the kind
of information that makes family history so much more
interesting than a collection of names, dates and locations.
Our extensive library at Mobberley might be a good place
to look for background information to help you put flesh
on the bones.  Two of my ancestors worked on canal boats
and my searches found a couple of library books that have
been useful to me: Narrow Boats and Canal Costume
History–Clothes of the Cut.

You can see a list of our library holdings and other available resources on the
FHSC website. From the Home page follow the links Mobberley Research Centre
– Research – Holdings. You do not need to log in to do this.

As well as information about specific occupations, the following general
sources about occupations, extracted from our online library catalogue, might
be useful to you:

Occupational Sources for Genealogists, 2nd Edition (Stuart Raymond)•
Occupations - Intro to  (Culling, FFHS, 1999)•
Occupations & Their Descriptions (Macc FHS)•
Occupations, Classification of (1934)•

The latest library acquisition is the Bramhall Collection which has copies of
documents relating to Bramhall Hall Estate. The collection belonged to the late
Heather Coutie who had published several books about Bramhall and Hazel
Grove in the 1980s. Heather and some friends have transcribed several of the
documents which range from the 1400s to the late 1900s. Apart from documents
relating to the Davenport Family and the Hall there are some Court Rolls, Farm
Surveys, farm leases and deeds naming tenants of the estate. There is a name
index to the collection.

Information about our research centres can be found at the end of the journal.
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Jean Laidlaw’s Family History classes, which started in October, have been
well supported. Many thanks to Jean for imparting her genealogical knowledge
to beginners and introducing them to the range of resources that we hold at
Mobberley Research Centre.

With regret, it has been decided to withdraw the facility for printing large
family history trees on our plotter.  There has been little demand for it in recent
times and the ink cartridges dry up. Also due to the age of the equipment, it
has become increasingly difficult to run and maintain.

Just a reminder - if you are not able to visit Mobberley in person we do have a
simple lookup service available for members. Details are on the next page.

A warning about winter weather
If snow or icy weather is forecast in the NW region, it is recommended that
you telephone the Centre before setting off to travel to Mobberley. Some of our
Duty Volunteers live in the Macclesfield/Congleton area where conditions
may be much worse, preventing them from getting to Mobberley.

** Christmas closing **
Please note: Mobberley Research Centre will close for Christmas and New Year
at 4pm on Friday 8th December and will re-open at 10am on Monday 8th
January 2018.

Crewe Family History Unit
by Margaret Spate

The volunteers are always there to help and advise but we are still increasing
our own knowledge of the holdings as we help you to search the records.

We have a printed copy of the library holdings at Crewe but the lists are also
available on the website. Why not check the lists to see if we have records that
could help your research? To find the holdings lists on the website, go to FHS
of Cheshire > Research Centres > click on Crewe Family History Unit; then click on
Holdings on the right-hand menu.

There are two downloadable files in Excel spreadsheet format. One is a list of
over 2,500 wills held at Crewe FHU (mostly late 19th and early 20th Century)
and the other is a list of other holdings, including parish registers (microfiche
and hard-copy transcriptions), bound volumes of newspapers, and historical
books about places all over England and Wales, not just the Crewe area.
You do not need to log in to the website to download these files.
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Members’ Research Lookup Service

What does the service provide? We will search our research resources at
Mobberley for specific information about one named person. For example:
a search for a baptism or burial record or a search for a memorial inscription.
We will also check other indexes we hold.

We cannot undertake in-depth family history research. Members wanting
that sort of service should seek the services of a professional genealogist.
There is a charge of £5.00 per name for this service, which includes any
copying and postal charges. The charge is not refundable if we are unable
to provide the information.

We will respond as quickly as possible but please remember that the
Research Centre is staffed by volunteers who have other duties to perform.

Requests can be submitted:
Online at www.fhsc.org.uk•
Using the ‘Shop’ on our website (available soon).
Payment can be made by PayPal, or by credit/debit card (credit/debit card
payments will be processed by PayPal but you do not need a PayPal
account).
By post•
Please remember to include your membership number and contact details.
Payment should be by cheque payable to FHS of Cheshire. Cheques from
overseas members must be in sterling and drawn on a UK regulated bank.
Requests should be posted to:
Family History Society of Cheshire, Look up Service, Mobberley Family History
Research Centre, Rajar Building, Town Lane, Mobberley, Cheshire, WA16 7ER.

In addition to our usual Monday and Tuesday openings, we will be open
between 9.30am and 12.30pm on the following Saturday mornings:

Saturday 29th January
Saturday 24th February
Saturday 24th March

** Christmas closing **
Please note: Crewe FHU will close for Christmas and New Year at 4pm on
Tuesday 12th December and will re-open at 10am on Monday 8th January 2018.
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For Group meeting dates, see the Groups pages at the end of this issue.
For changes and up-to-date news check the website www.fhsc.org.uk

15th Jan 2018 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, March issue.
21st Jan 2018 FHSC Executive Committee Meeting, Little Budworth

Village Hall, 2pm.
15th Apr 2018 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, June issue.
15th Jul 2018 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, September issue.
15th Oct 2018 Final copy date for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, December issue.

Those members who do not have access to the Internet should contact their
local or affiliated group for up-to-date information about meetings, etc.
Contact details for all groups are inside the back cover.

Society Diary Dates

Why not ADVERTISE
your

Cheshire or Genealogy

BUSINESS
or

PRODUCT

in this space?

Just £14 per issue
or £50 for

four consecutive issues
(see last page for full details)

Have you any HOOLEY, HULLEY
or HOWLEY ancestors in your

family tree?  If so, they are probably
related to this family which goes

back to 1488.

The History & Hulley Families
of the One House Rainow

is an 86 page book of a family which
owned the same house (built c1166)

for over 420 years with Hooley,
Hulley and Howley surnames over

twelve generations.

Price £5 plus postage
Copies may be obtained by
completing the Order Form at

https://goo.gl/F5V8JX
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The Name Event (Organiser not stated)
10.00am - 4.30pm, Saturday 5th May 2018

ILEC Exhibition Centre, 47 Lillie Rd, Earls Court, London SW6 1UD
Admission £12.50 (reduced rates for groups of 6)

Tel: 020 7060 1849 (answering service - mention The Name Event)
http://thenameevent.com

The Family History Show - York
10am to 4pm, Saturday 23rd June 2018

The Knavesmire Exhibition Centre, The Racecourse, York, YO23 1EX
Admission price not yet known 

Free parking - free talks - refreshments available
https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/york/

South West Area Group Family History Day
10am to 3.30pm, Saturday 30th June 2018

STEAM Railway Museum, Fire Fly Avenue, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN2 2EY
Admission: Adults £3, Children free

Free talks - refreshments available - ample parking
http://swag-fair.co.uk/

http://www.steam-museum.org.uk
Adjacent to Swindon Designer Shopping Outlet

and the Historic England Archive (Tues-Fri) https://historicengland.org.uk/

Guild of One-Name Studies Seminar: “Accidents Will Happen”
9.30am - 4.30pm, Saturday 24th February 2018

Abberley Village Hall, Clows Top Road, Abberley WR6 6AZ
Booking essential - Non-members welcome

One of a number of seminars being run by the Guild this year
http://one-name.org/events   Tel: 0800 011 2182

For news of family history events, see the online calendar
http://geneva.weald.org.uk/

Family History Events
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Family History News

Ancestry

To see a list of all record sets included on the Ancestry website, go to
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/cardcatalog.aspx.
Click on Sort by > Date Updated to see the latest additions. Click on the name
of a record set for more information, and to search just that record set.

To find out what’s new at Ancestry, see www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/recent-collections

Selected Recent Additions and Updates

Derbyshire Record Office Parish Registers
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/group/uk_derbyshire_recordoffice
This collection includes images of parish registers from 1538: baptisms to
1916, banns and marriages to 1932 and burials to 1991.
Liverpool, Catholic Church Records
Baptisms, 1741-1906 http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=2180
Confirmations 1813-1920 http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=2187
Marriages 1754-1921 http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=2182
Burials, 1813-1987 http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=2183
Kirkcaldy, Fife, Scotland, Poorhouse Records 1888-1912
Poorhouse Records for Kirkcaldy, Fife, Scotland ranging from 1888-1912.
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=61428
UK, City and County Directories, 1766-1946
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=3145
This provides improved searching of the University of Leicester’s collection
of historical directories, which is still available online; complete directories
can be downloaded in pdf format from
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16445coll4
Bexley, Kent updated Parish Records
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/cardcatalog.aspx#keyword=bexley
Parish Registers for Bexley have been updated, but the collection also
includes cemetery records and WWI registration cards).

Remember, if you don’t have a subscription to
Ancestry, Find My Past or The Genealogist, you can
access their UK records at our Research Centres.
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Find My Past (FMP)

To see a list of all record sets included on the FindMyPast website, go to
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-records 
Click on the name of a record set for more information and to search just
that record set.

To see what’s new at FindMyPast, go to www.findmypast.co.uk/whats-new
Here you will also be able to access the latest FindMyPast tutorials, helping
you to get the most from their records.

Remember you don’t need a subscription to search these records.

Selected Recent Additions and Updates
Warwickshire Parish Records
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-
records?SearchedRecordsetName=warwickshire
Portsmouth, Hampshire Parish and Workhouse Records
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-
records?SearchedRecordsetName=portsmouth&Region=england
Dublin Electoral Rolls 1908-1915
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/dublin-electoral-rolls
Lancashire will index 1457-1858
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/lancashire-wills-and-probate-
1457-1858

Army records

British Army Ancestors
A free website where you can search an index to over 11 million British
Army records held on FindMyPast and elsewhere, and there’s also a
photographic archive. https://britisharmyancestors.co.uk/

National Army Museum
The Connaught Rangers, the Leinster Regiment, the Royal Dublin Fusiliers,
the Royal Irish Regiment and the Royal Munster Fusiliers were all British
Army regiments which were disbanded following the establishment of the
independent Irish Free State in 1922. The enlistment books, containing
records of soldiers serving in these regiments in the period 1920-22, can be
searched free of charge. www.nam.ac.uk/soldiers-records/persons
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The Historic England Archive
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books

Formerly known as English Heritage, the Historic England Archive offers
an outstanding range of photographs, plans and drawings, some of which have
been digitally copied so they can be viewed online.

One collection which is now available online is known as England’s Places or
Architectural Red Box Collection. The collection was started in 1941 (with
photos dating back to the 1800s) to document buildings, especially those
threatened by bombing during the Second World War. 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/englands-places/

Aerial photographs may be searched on the Britain from Above website at
https://britainfromabove.org.uk/
A catalogue of all other images is at http://archive.historicengland.org.uk/

Images may be purchased in digital or hard-copy format. Alternatively, you
can visit the archive in person; items are free to view but there is a charge
for photography (tripods not allowed). For information, see 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/archive-services/visiting/

Members of the public are invited to add information and photos to the list
of historic buildings at https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/enrich-the-list/

Family Search

Welsh Parish Registers NOT Published on Findmypast & FamilySearch
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Wales_Parish_Registers_Not_Published_on_Findmypast_%
26_FamilySearch

Newfoundland, 1921 Census.
Newfoundland was not included in Canadian censuses until it became part
of Canada in 1949.  Indexed images of the census are on FamilySearch at
www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2226517

Canadian 1921 Census
www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1921/Pages/introduction.aspx

Indexed images of the 1921 Census for Canada are now online free of charge
on the Canadian Government’s website. Note that some data is missing -
scroll down the page for details. For Newfoundland see FamilySearch.
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by Jean Jones

This service enables members to share unwanted certificates that they have
purchased. Members can obtain a transcription of a certificate by sending your
name, membership number, and identifying the required certificate from the
published list: by email to lampreyjones@blueyonder.co.uk or by post (include a
stamped self-addressed envelope) to Jean Jones, 2 Lytham Rd., Ashton in
Makerfield, Wigan WN4 9RU.  Unwanted certificates should be sent to me at
the above address.
Please ensure you use the correct postage rate for the envelope size and weight.
If in doubt, please ask at your local Post Office.
Thank you for donating unwanted certificates to the FHSC.  Certificates will
be listed in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR as soon as possible after receipt.
Certificate type: B= birth; M=marriage; D=death

Certificate Exchange

BEECH Florence D 1992 Feb 19 Born 1918 July 3. Oldham. Wife of
John Beech.

Oldham
LAN.

BROTHERTON Ellen D 1913 Feb 8 Age 68 Wid. Of James Brotherton. Bolton LAN

BROWN Elizabeth M 1885 Apr 13 To William Clowes. d/o Charles
Brown.

Congleton
CHS

CALVERT Charles L. M 1917 Apr 9 To Sarah Meadowcroft. s/o Ernest
Meadowcroft. Bury. LAN

CARTER Christopher M 1903 Dec 12 To Ellen Clowes. s/o James Carter
dec.

Nantwich
CHS

CLARKE John M 1885 Feb 17 To Elizabeth C Dean. s/o Howard
Clarke.

Altrincham
CHS

CLOWES Ellen M 1903 Dec 12 To Christopher Carter. d/o William
Clowes.

Nantwich
CHS

CLOWES Mary A M 1875 Dec 22 To Frederick Cooke. d/o William
Clowes.

Congleton
CHS

CLOWES William M 1885 Apr 13 To Elizabeth Brown. s/o John Clowes
dec.

Congleton
CHS

COOKE Frederick M 1875 Dec 22 To Mary A Clowes. s/o James Cooke. Congleton
CHS

DEAN Elizabeth C. M 1885 Feb 17 To John Clarke. d/o Isaac Dean. Altrincham
CHS
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FOXLEY Joseph D 1840 Feb 20 Age 8 days. Son of Joseph and
Mary Foxley. Woburn BDF

GARDNER Alfred D 1916 Oct 12 Age 66yrs. Mary Gardner widow. Smethwick STS

GARDNER Alfred D 1972 Jun 18 Born 1901 Jan 20. Yorks inform.
Maurice Gardner, son. Leeds YKS

GARDNER Annie D 1970 Sep 3 Born 1879 July 18 Preston Lan.
Edward W Gardner widower.

Hat.Broad.Oak
ESS

GARDNER Nancie/y D 2004 Aug 6 Born 1933 Jan 12. Co Durham.
Wife of Leslie W Gardner

Midd/brough
YRK

GARDNER Phillips B 1970 Apr 18 To John P. & Susan formerly
Wright

MANCHESTER
.

GARDNER William D 1914 Apr 30 Age 70yrs. Inform Niece Hannah
Nelson. Preston LAN

HALL Mary A D 1838 Feb 10 Age 23yrs Wife of Rupert Hall Leek STS.

HINDLEY Frank B 1931 Mar 24 To Edward H. & Gwendoline
formerly Capper. Wrexham DEN

JONES Griffith B 1859 Jun 24 To Griffith & Margaret, late Jones,
formerly Williams Wrexham DEN

MEADOWCROFT Sarah M 1917 Apr 9 To Charles L. Calvert. d/o Ralph
Meadowcroft. Bury. LAN

PEACOCK George B 1877 Jul 18 To William & Elizabeth formerly
Cheesebrough.

Middlesbrough
YRK

SEDGWICK Leonard B 1903 Apr 3 To Leonard & Mary Ada, formerly
Burke.

Kirkdale.
LIVERPOOL

SHEPPARD Florie L B 1894 August 23 To John L & Mary A formerly
Francis.

Fulham
LONDON.

SHEPPARD Mary A B 1863 Nov 24 To William & Mary A formerly
Gray.

Kensington
MDX.

SHEPPARD Sarah B 1850 Jun 25 To Henry & Sarah formerly
Rogers.

Kensington
MDX.

SHEPPARD Sarah B 1866 Apr 7 To William & Mary A formerly
Gray.

Hammersmith
MDX.

SHEPPARD William B 1858 Nov 24 To William & Mary A formerly
Graham

Kensington
MDX.

SHEPPARD William B 1881 Mar 12 To William & Mary A formerly
Jimson. Fulham MDX
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Book Reviews

by Lyn McCulloch

Newly published items are welcomed for review: they should be
on genealogical or Cheshire subjects. Please send to: Lyn
McCulloch, Barrymore, Marbury Road, Comberbach,
Northwich, CW9 6AU. After review, books are placed in the
library at Mobberley Research Centre for use by members.

If you wish to purchase a book (or any other items) from
Amazon, Ebay or many other retailers, please consider
first registering with the fundraising website Give As You
Live at www.giveasyoulive.com/join/fhsc-macclesfield. Clicking

through to your favourite online retailers via Give As You Live each time you
shop online generates a donation to the FHSC at no cost to you.

Unseen Chester
By Derek Stanley

This is another volume in the popular Britain in Old
Photographs series. It is packed with fascinating old
photographs, including some lantern slides and postcards
showing Chester in the late Victorian and early Edwardian
periods. The comprehensive text adds a lot of useful
background information.

Sport and leisure are covered as well as school years and,
of course, lots of Chester’s wonderful buildings. Chester
College is featured and many events that took place in the
city are mentioned.

For anyone researching Chester families, this book is a good addition to their
bookshelves. Who knows, you might even spot a relative on one of the pictures!
I always enjoy these collections of old pictures and seeing how places have
changed in the last 100 years.

Published 2017 by The History Press www.thehistorypress.co.uk
144pp Paperback ISBN13: 978-0750981170 Price: £14.99
The book is available online and from all good bookshops.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR December 201725

An Illustrated History of the Chester Leadworks
By Geoff Pickard
Review by Jean Laidlaw

For many with ancestors from Chester this book will
be of interest. Chester Leadworks is one of the city’s
oldest industries, established in 1800 on the banks of
the Shropshire Union Canal, close to the city centre.
During its two hundred years’ history the works
produced an extensive range of products for many
different applications. Operating for many years as a
family partnership under the name Walkers, Parker &
Co., it eventually became part of Associated Lead
Manufacturers Ltd., one of the largest companies in the
UK lead industry.

The book details the development of the Chester works and the various
processes which took place there. The book is lavishly illustrated with black
and white photographs and illustrations. I found the chapter on the
manufacture of lead shot particularly fascinating. Lead shot was manufactured
using a patented technique that was first pioneered in the late eighteenth
century. At the centre of the site was a shot tower, built in 1799, where the
molten lead fell through a shot card, or metal sheet drilled with holes, into a
tank of water. The tower is now a Grade II listed building and is one of the
oldest remaining shot towers in the world.

The book has very clear chapter headings, a bibliography and an appendix
consisting of newspaper articles, but no index.

Published 2016 by Lightmoor Press http://lightmoor.co.uk
216 pp.  Hardback  ISBN13: 978-1911038238  Price: £25.00
More new local books

Cissie and Bella: A Family’s Story 1886 - 1930
By Julie Bagnall

Cissie and Bella, two working-class girls from northern
England, left a legacy in the form of a collection of post
cards. As workers in the two major fields of female
employment – domestic servant and mill girl – they tell of
work and time off, of family life, of love and romance and
everyday experiences. Their words range from girly chit-
chat to heartfelt despair.
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That Cissie and Bella’s postcards survived is one thing. That they have enabled
two ‘ordinary’ women to be brought out from under the cloak of invisibility
which so often shields previous generations of working-class people, is quite
another.

The book is an account of the lives of two ladies based on their collection of
early twentieth-century post cards, with Macclesfield and Marple connections.

247pp Paperback Price: £10.00 (plus £2.50 p+p).
Available from the author, Julie Bagnall, who can be contacted by
Email: stromeferry@tiscali.co.uk Tel: 01782 710197.

Julie is giving a talk on Cissie and Bella to the Macclesfield Group in February
and to the Tameside Group in March.

In August 2017, Kay Brown, who looks after the volunteer cover and is
responsible for the IT at Mobberley, and David Smetham, the Chairman of
FHSC, presented engraved paperweights to Diane Peace and Geoff Oultram
with our huge thanks for all their dedication and support to FHSC in the
Research Centre when it was at Alderley Edge, and later at Mobberley.

Both have been volunteers since the early days of our Research Centre, Diane
as a volunteer to the researchers and Geoff who set up, maintained and
continually upgraded the computers and IT systems.

Presentations to Volunteers
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Help Wanted

If you can help with any of these queries, please contact the enquirer direct, or
write to the editor if you do not use email.

If you are puzzling over a family history problem relating to Cheshire or elsewhere,
why not send it to the Editor and see if other members can help? Your name,
membership number and postal and/or email addresses will be printed so members can
contact you, unless you request otherwise.

Do you have any unwanted Cheshire photos or documents? Perhaps you are a keen
photographer and could take photos of gravestones in your local churchyard?
If you are able to help other members in some way, please write to the Editor.

HELP WANTED: FURNESS, Macclesfield and Stoney
Middleton, 1800s

Recently I acquired at an auction (unbeknown to me at the time and as part of
a larger lot) an indenture relating to the Freedom of Macclesfield granted to
James FURNESS of Stony Middleton in 1830. I would like to return this
document to a descendant of James FURNESS if possible.

Additional research by Jean Laidlaw, Macclesfield Group Leader: James
FURNESS was born in Macclesfield to Septimus (a grocer of Jordangate,
Macclesfield) and Sarah FURNESS née DAKEN in 1784. His father seems to
have been quite wealthy, paying land tax assessments on property he owned
in Jordangate for many years, and he is listed in the Death Duty Register after
his death in 1814. James returned to Eyam, Derbyshire where the family seems
to have originated. He married Hannah BRUSHFIELD in Eyam in 1815, and
was in Eyam on the 1841 and 51 censuses and at the time of his death in 1853.
His will of 1853 states he was of Stoney Middleton. I am still investigating why
he was awarded the freedom of Macclesfield.

Ed: Wikipedia tells us Before parliamentary reform in 1832, freedom of the city or
town conferred the right to vote in the 'parliamentary boroughs' for the MPs. An
incomplete list of Freedom of the City recipients from around the world can
be found at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Freedom_of_the_City_recipients

David Bryant
Email: dave_suetwohoots@btinternet.com



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR December 201728

HELP WANTED: CAMERON/DUNKS, Hyde, 1900s onwards

I believe these two photos are of the same lady and I would like to know if
anyone can date the uniforms or recognise the location of the building.

I think she may be a relative of my grandmother Miriam DUNKS née
CAMERON who was born at Cross Street, Hyde in 1877 and died in Denton,
Lancs in 1922.

The studio in the first photo is Gothard of Denton, but I have not been able to
discover anything about this company. Nothing is printed on the reverse of the
photo.

The building in the background of the second photo, of the nurse holding the
baby reminds me of the nursing home on Joel Lane, Werneth Low, Hyde.

Jim Bates, member no. 8282
Email: jimbates12002@yahoo.co.uk
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HELP WANTED: Jack START, First World War

During a local house clearance a New Testament Bible was found and handed
to the Crockerne Pill & District History Society in North Somerset
(https://pillvillage.com/societies/history-society/). The Bible bears a label from the
National Bible Society of Scotland with the inscription Jack Start on Active Service
1915. The society is keen to return this to his family if possible.

A Jack START was found on the Macclesfield Reflects Great War website
(www.macclesfieldreflects.org.uk) - could this be the owner of the bible?
In brief, the website says:

Jack was born on 15 February and baptised on 3 April 1898 at St Michael’s Church,
Macclesfield, the son of Eliza and Thomas William START, a silk designer of 35 Barton
St, Macclesfield. In 1901, four-year-old Jack was living at that address with his parents
and older sister Annie (5). Ten years later the family were at the same address and Jack
had a younger brother, Walter, then aged 8. By 1913 the family had moved to Taylor’s
Square, Slater Street, off Park Lane. Jack, then aged 15, had left school and was
employed as a clerk, and he enrolled at Macclesfield Technical School to learn
Intermediate Shorthand.

At the time of his enlistment into the Army in October 1916, Jack was employed by
Neckwear, Ltd. In his spare time Jack was closely involved with Christ Church. He
attended the Church and Sunday School, was a bell-ringer for the church, and was
keenly interested in the Scouting movement, becoming Scoutmaster of the 3rd
Macclesfield (Christ Church) Troop at the age of 17.

Jack joined the Cheshire Regiment as Private 58197 in October 1916 but was later
transferred to the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. He was drafted to France in May 1917.
Having his first leave home in August 1918, he had only been back at the front two
months when he was killed by a shell on 6 October 1918.

Additional research by Jean Laidlaw, Macclesfield Group Leader: Although
this is the only Jack START found online in official WWI records there are
several men named John START who may have been the owner of the bible
(Jack being a common nickname for John). I have done some research into the
family of the Macclesfield Jack START to see if his siblings had any
descendants.

His brother Walter married Lilian HODGE in 1925 in Macclesfield and they
had one son John G START born in October 1925 in Macclesfield. Walter
START died in 1957 in Macclesfield. John G START married Frances FORD in
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1959 in Macclesfield and in 2002 they were still living in Macclesfield. They do
not seem to have had any children.

His sister Annie May START married Frank KELLETT in 1915 in Macclesfield.
They only appear to have had one son: Kenneth KELLETT born in 1915 in
Macclesfield. He married Marjorie MACDONALD in 1939 in Macclesfield, and
they had two children: David Howard KELLETT born in 1946 in Macclesfield,
and Angela E KELLETT born in 1948 in Macclesfield. David Howard KELLETT
died 24 March 1947 aged 6 months and is buried with Thomas William and
Elizabeth START, the parents of Jack START. Kenneth KELLETT died in 1977
in Macclesfield. I cannot find any definite information on Angela KELLETT.

Ed.: Note that the testament is dated 1915, but Jack Start of Macclesfield did not join
the Army until 1916.

Glinda Hooper
Email: glindaofgordano@sky.com

HELP WANTED: THOMPSON, Antrobus, late 1700s

My 3x great-grandfather Peter THOMPSON was born c.1787/8 (according to
the 1951 census) in Antrobus. Cheshire Archives did some research for me and
the most likely candidate they found was a Peter THOMASON born 9th May
1787, baptised 16th June at St Luke, Lower Whitley, place of residence
Antrobus, parents Joseph THOMASON and Betty PARR. Several siblings were
also found - Sarah, Eleanor, Nancy, Catherine, Rebeccah and John.

My problem is that I have not been able to prove that this is my Peter. Any help
would be much appreciated.

Vivienne Cliff, member no. 9613
Email: viviennecliff@yahoo.co.uk

v LICHFIELD RECORD OFFICE MOVING v

Lichfield Record Office will close to the public on 1 January 2018. In January
and February the archive collections will be prepared for transfer to Stafford,
and the move will take place in March. Work will continue in Stafford in April
to locate the collections and to update our online catalogue. The collections
will be fully available for consultation in May 2018.  For further details contact
staffordshire.archives@staffordshire.gov.uk or 01785-278379.
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by Joan Irving
Mobberley Librarian

If your ancestors were tenants on an estate, be it large like Dunham Massey
Estate or much smaller like Bramhall Hall Estate, then tracing them back
through documents that list tenants is a good way to discover when and how
long they were living there. Using tenant lists can, in turn, lead to searches for
leases and other documents that name tenants and occupiers. Of course not all
estate records are catalogued and some may be difficult to find but tenants were
often named in a variety of documents, not all of them obvious. Tenant lists
can be found in estate surveys, rentals, valuations, schedules that formed part
of conveyance documents and even court cases. Sometimes the documents just
list the tenants’ names; others include field names and acreage.

In the Bramhall Hall Estate Collection at Mobberley Research Centre we have
the following copies of documents which list tenants, shown with the Research
Centre reference:

1702 Estate Schedule, part of a conveyance document: DDA 1384/197A/1
1706 Estate Rental: DDA 1533/1
1717 Estate Schedule of Title Deeds 1687-1842:DA 1384/203/7
1728 Consistory Court Case – Wm Davenport v Tenants: DDA 1384/197/C5
1778 Estate Survey: DDA 1384/205/F2
1823 Estate Survey: DDA 1384/201/17
1842 Transfer of Mortgage Schedule: DDA 1384/202/5
1854 Abstract of Title Schedule: DDA 1384/202/11
1851-66 Estate Tenants named in sale document: DDA 1384/199/14
1887 Estate Valuation Summary: DDA 1384/197A/22
1603-1800 Tenancy & Lease notes made by Heather Coutie: DDA 1533/Box 1

The copies of about 200 documents in our collection were part of project work
by the late Heather Coutie and her friends. Originals of the above documents
are held at Cheshire Archives in Chester. Heather Coutie published several
books about the Bramhall and Hazel Grove area between 1982 and 1997. We
are pleased her collection came to Mobberley Research Centre; it will be a
valuable resource for family and local historians.  An index for this collection
at Mobberley Research Centre is on the FHSC website at
www.fhsc.org.uk/research/holdings - scroll down to Bramhall Index.

Estate Tenant Lists
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by Rob Welch
Member no. 9037

I never knew Henry Ryder TWISS. He was the grandfather of my wife, Lynn,
and died before we started courting. I heard stories of how he and his wife
were a bit distant and daunting when Lynn was a young girl and he may have
suffered mental health issues. However, I did learn that he was wounded in
the First World War. Interestingly, Lynn’s other grandfather, Albert LEWIS,
was also involved in the Great War, having joined the RAF just before the end
of the war; we have photos of old biplanes and pilots in the traditional
“Biggles” gear.

I didn’t take much notice at the time
but when Lynn’s father, Laurie,
retired he decided to mount both
their sets of medals as mementos.
Henry’s medals consisted of the
British War Medal, Victory Medal
and Military Medal. Also in the box
was a small Bible with a bullet
embedded in it. Legend has it that
Henry gained the MM for going to
the rescue of a comrade who had
been shot, but in the process had
himself been wounded in the legs

and face - and if it wasn’t for the bible in his breast pocket, he would have
stayed in France permanently!

This was a great story to tell our kids and also, as leaders with Haslington Boys’
Brigade, the youngsters in that group, who were fascinated to hear the story
and see the bible and bullet on the run up to Remembrance Sunday. If it wasn’t
for that Bible, Mrs Welch, Matt and Ryan wouldn’t be here today - or so it went.

When Laurie died in 2001 we inherited the medals and also a handwritten
family tree; but it wasn’t until these last few years, when I really got going on
both of our family trees, that I found out more about what happened. As I had
Henry’s details I soon found out that he was wounded in 1917, so with the
centenary approaching I thought it only fitting that I try to discover as much
as I could about his story.

Henry Ryder Twiss - his Part in the Great War
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Early Life

Henry Ryder TWISS was born on the 26th June 1897, the first of seven children
born to Samuel and Hannah TWISS. Hannah’s father was Henry RYDER, hence
their son’s name, and they lived in Welles Street, Sandbach.

Henry’s father Samuel was from Audley, Staffordshire. Born in 1867, by 1881
he was living with his parents and siblings at Wheelock Wharf near Sandbach
and working as a hoop punch forger. By the 1901 census Samuel was employed
as a steam engine worker.

Henry grew up at 45 Welles Street, Sandbach. I have not been able to determine
which schools he attended and enquiries have revealed that he did not attend
Sandbach Grammer School. However, in the 1911 census he was employed as
an errand boy working at the boat works, probably around Wheelock. The only
other information I have for this period of time is that he obtained a job at the
Head Office of Sandbach Co-operative Society and that he also became a
teacher at St Mary’s Church Sunday School.

The Great War

Henry turned 18 in May 1915, at which time he was old enough to enlist but
could not be sent overseas for a further year. His discharge papers indicate that
he enlisted at Sandbach on the 10th December 1915 but all other reports give
May 1916 as his joining up date This ties in with The Military Service Act 1916
Class 1 which was for those born in 1897 who were informed they would not
be called up until they were aged 19.

For some reason Henry joined the 2/9th Battalion of The Manchester Regiment.
This was a Territorial Battalion formed at Ashton-under-Lyne in August 1914
as a second line unit. In November 1914 it was placed under command of the
198th Brigade in the 66th (2nd East Lancashire) Division. 

In May 1916 the Battalion was based at Colchester. The Battalion War Diary is
available online and gives excellent details of the movements of the Battalion
from March 1917.

On 4th March the Battalion moved from Colchester to France via Folkestone
and Boulogne, relieving the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry in the front line
at Guinchy Sector, La Bassee Canal, Right Sub-Sector on the 17th March. The
battalion remained in this position until the 22nd June, except for two periods
when they were relieved for 5 days. Over this time the war diary indicates that
they spent time fixing wires, sending out raiding parties and patrols, endured
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highs and lows of bombardments including gas shells, and were subject to
machine gun fire. Notes in the margin indicate that over this period at least
twenty men were killed, twenty were wounded and eight suffered shell shock.

On 25th June the Battalion moved to Dunkerque and Bray Dunes. This seems
to have been a much quieter posting, moving between the coast defences at
Fort Des Dunes, Left Sub Sector Beach Defence and camps. But on the 24th
September they were on the move again, via La Crosse, Eecke and  Winnezeele,
arriving at Vlamertinge near Ypres on the 6th October. The diary notes that
heavy rain fell for all of the day. On the following day the Battalion remained in
bivouacs and were prevented from training owing to the heavy rain…

9th October 1917: Battle of Poelcappelle

The Battle of Poelcappelle, a prelude to the First Battle of Passchendaele on 12th
October, was launched on 9th October. The aim was to secure a series of
objectives protected by a heavy artillery barrage. Three Divisions took part: the
49th and 66th British (containing the 2/9 Manchester Battalion) and the 2nd
Australian Division. On the two days prior to the launch of the attack, 25mm
of rain fell on to an already saturated ground where field drains were already
destroyed. One of the well recognised images of the war was the barren
landscape and the sea of mud; this was the case here. The mud meant that
movement became difficult. The artillery bombardment, crucial for the success
of the battle, was affected as the ground did not give the stable platform that
the guns relied upon for accuracy. Many shells just disappeared into the mud,
and either failed to explode or had much of the force of their explosion
absorbed. Much of the German wire survived the British bombardment and
the infantry's advance wallowed in the mud. 

This is where Henry found himself on the morning of the 8th October 1917.

The Battalion Diary states that on the 8th October, in the early morning, Battle
Stores were issued to the Battalion. The Battalion moved off from the bivouacs at 8.30am
and marched single file up to the reverse slope of the FREZENBERG RIDGE, where
they halted and remained until dusk The area occupied by the Battalion was heavily
shelled at intervals resulting in about 50 casualties. The Battalion in single file, moved
off at dusk, at the head of the Brigade Column, led by an officer belonging to the
Australian R.E. Rain fell heavily and the conditions were extremely trying during the
whole of this march. The mud was almost impassable to troops carrying the full weight
of Battle equipment, and many sank into the mud and had to be dug out again. The
march to the Assembly Position consequently occupied a much longer time than was
anticipated. The head of the column reached the assembly tape at about 2am but the
whole Battalion had not arrived until 4am on the 9th. 
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At 5.20am the Barrage opened and at 5.24am the Battalion moved forward behind the
Barrage to the first objective. Of the 12 Pill Boxes scattered over the area of ground to
be captured, the first one offered no serious resistance, the enemy evacuating them
almost immediately. Those in AUGUSTUS WOOD however were stubbornly held by
Machine Guns and Snipers who inflicted severe casualties on our troops, and eventually
the advance was checked.

The line in most places coincided with, and in no place was more than 100 yards in
rear of our objective. After several attempts to advance beyond it, it was eventually
decided to consolidate and hold the line..……….. 

From items in the Crewe Chronicle and the Crewe Guardian at the time, some
time during the day Henry TWISS was detailed to take supplies to the Royal
Engineers. He was accompanied by two other Sandbach lads, Privates A
ROBINSON and C BARBER, and by Privates MORRIS of Alsager and NIELD
of Bramhall. They managed their first journey but on the second they came
under heavy shelling and decided to hide under cover until nightfall. Henry,
along with three others, was hit by shrapnel and only Henry and BARBER were
able to continue with the supplies. They were up to their thighs in mud and
lost each other. Henry continued on his own and on the way back came across
a man who had been shot in the neck. As he was experienced in ambulance
work he stopped to give first aid. Whilst doing so he was wounded by several
sniper bullets lodging in his legs and arms but continued to look after the
wounded man as long as he could. Before leaving for France, Henry had been
given a small New Testament by the Rev H S Ware of St Mary’s Church,
Sandbach and he kept this in his tunic breast pocket. This was pierced by
shrapnel and Henry considered that it had saved his life. 

On the 22nd October, one of Henry’s officers wrote to his mother to inform her
that he was in hospital but was not considered to be in a serious condition. He
added that he conducted himself with conspicuous bravery in the battlefield,
continued to help and carry the wounded after being hit and continuing to do so as
long as he was able.

Three days later on the 25th October, The Corps Commander, General
HAKING, awarded the Military Medal to nine members of the Battalion, Henry
being one of them.

Recuperation

I have been lucky enough to make contact with Dr Andrew Bamji, the Gillies
Archivist at the Royal College of Surgeons, and he has assisted me with the
next part of the story. 
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Although Henry’s journey after being
wounded is unclear, I do know that on
the 15th December he was back in
England and was admitted to The
Queen’s Hospital, Sidcup.  The
hospital had been established in 1917
by Harold Delf GILLIES, originally
from New Zealand, who is now
widely considered to be the father of
plastic surgery and was the
mastermind behind the move to a
dedicated, single-specialty unit from a
couple of wards at the Cambridge
Military Hospital, Aldershot.  Gillies
was keen to ensure that all surgeons
interested in facial work should be
concentrated in one place, and
ensured the transfer of Australian,
New Zealand and Canadian units as
well as arranging the attachment of a
number of American surgeons. Before
and after photographs were taken of
many of the patients, and these can be
found in the Gillies Archives.

Henry’s wounds were stated to be gunshot wounds to both legs and the chin.
The hospital went through one of its busiest times during the Third Ypres
campaign and Henry was admitted under the care of the New Zealand section,
which dealt with a significant number of British patients.

Henry’s surgery records, now with the Royal College of Surgeons, are very
brief and only list one operation performed on 28th August 2018 by Major
PICKERILL, who was the NZ section head.  Dental procedures were performed
on the 5th and 8th October. The delay between his original admission in
December 1917 and his surgery may well have been due to the presence of
infection, but that is speculation.

We have to assume that between January and August Henry was allowed
home for some period of time and the Guardian of 19th July does report that on
the previous Monday Henry had been presented with a gold watch by the
general manager of the Co-op at the Co-operative Assembly Rooms. The watch
was inscribed Presented to Private H. R. Twiss by the employees of the Sandbach Co-

Henry Twiss: photo by kind permission
of the Royal College of Surgeons
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operative Society on his gaining the Military Medal. Unfortunately, this watch does
not seem to have made it down through the family line.

Henry was discharged from the army on 24th October 1918 as being no longer
physically fit for war service.

Later Years

Following his discharge, I have little information regarding the remainder of
Henry’s life. I know that he joined the Inland Revenue and “rose to a responsible
position” in the office of the Inspector of Taxes, Crewe District before retiring
in 1963. He married Elizabeth HAZELDINE on 20th September 1925 at St
Mary’s Church, Sandbach, and moved to Denver Avenue, Crewe. The couple’s
only son, Laurence Henry, was born in 1930. 

Henry was well thought of locally and held a high position in the Order of Free
Gardeners, a fraternal society that was founded in Scotland during the middle
of the seventeenth Century and later spread throughout the world; today it
barely exists. Its principal aim was the sharing of knowledge and secrets linked
to the gardening profession, as well as mutual aid. The Head Office stood next
to the  Woolworth's store in High Street, Sandbach, and was a large brick
building, part of which was leased to the local branch of the Social Services
with separate entrances for each set of offices.

As I mentioned at the start of this item, in his later years Henry apparently
suffered from a form of dementia. Whether this was a result of his experiences
in the Great War, we will never know. Henry died on 1st June 1975; the primary
cause of death was stated to be myocardial failure, but senility is also
mentioned.

References and Acknowledgements
www.awm.gov.au
www.historyofwar.org
http://plasticsurgerykey.com/sir-harold-delf-gillies-1882-1960
www.labour-heritage.com/autumn-2007.php
www.gilliesarchives.org.uk (replacement website under development at time of
going to press)
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-Records/harold-gillies-plastic-surgery-
archives-from-ww1
www.ww1battlefields.co.uk/flanders/poelcapelle.html

Dr Andrew Bamji, Gillies Archivist, BAPRAS, Royal College of Surgeons
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by Chester Guttridge
Member no. 9193

George WILLIAMSON, my mother's grandfather, was born c.1810. In his two
surviving diaries, he recorded mainly business activities and dealings while he
was a publican and carter at the White Swan in Milton Street, Chester, and later
at the Red Lion at Bickerton.

In 1854 George, Rebecca and their five children lived south of Chester, probably
in or near Bickerton, where George had lived in his youth. Times were hard
for the family since something unknown went wrong at the White Swan, Milton
Street, Chester, during the second half of 1853. George and his elder son,
Charles, now earned a living by carting, occasional horse dealing and keeping
two or three cows for milk, butter and cheese. Between 21 February and 7 April
they carted nearly 350 tons of manure. George, however, gradually got back
on his feet and with cash in his pocket he could buy horses, paying as much as
£43 in one case, and in November he bought fifty-six sheep for £44. 7s. 6d. -
more than a year's earnings for a farm labourer. 

As before, surnames are capitalised and my comments are in italics.
Sat. 1 April.  paid Charles £0. 2. 0.
Mon. 3 April.  Bought of Mr FROST 20 score of bran at 1/5 per score £1. 8. 4.
18 ton of Manure for William NELDER to Wrenbay
Tues. 4 April.  bought of Mr Edwards 50 Measures of Malt £25. 0. 0.
This is the first entry recording the purchase of malt in the year. Unlike in the 1853
diary, it is not followed by an entry recording brewing. Nevertheless that is probably
what it was used for, either by George or another.
Thurs. 6 April.  Sold the brown mare that came from Oswestry to Mr SIMPSON
of Bootle for £30. 0. 0.   17 ton 5 hundret of Manure for J E WARD of
Grindleybrook
Mr SIMPSON may have been an itinerant horse dealer, buying horses for the Liverpool
streets or docklands.
Fri. 7 April.  18 tons of Manure for Mr WALBY to Baddily (sic)
Sat. 8 April.  paid to Charles £0. 2. 0. Bought A brown horse from near the
Wickes for £39. 0. 0.
Mon. 10. April.  8 Measures of Oats of Mr MORGAN at 4/4½ per measure £1.
16. 1. 

The Diaries of George Williamson 
Part 6: April to June 1854
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Sat. 15 April.  Paid to Mr EDWARDS for 80 Measures of Malt £40. 0. 0.   paid
Charles £0 2. 6.
Still no subsequent references to brewing although why else did George buy 130
measures in eleven days. Perhaps he was supplying ale to a local tavern having
problems with brewing. 
Mon. 17 April. Received of Mr ELLISON for giving up prossession (sic) of a
Field £5. 0. 0.
Thurs. 20 April. Sold A brown horse that came from the Wickes for £43. 0. 0.
to go to Liverpool 
A profit of £4 in twelve days.
Fri. 21 April.  Bought a Black Mare from MATTHEW of the Sands for £17. 5. 0.
Sat. 22 April. Joseph ELLISON had three hundret and three quarters of hay
£3. 0. 0.
Charles £0. 2. 0.  paid for Charles Watch £3. 0. 0.
Tues 25. April.  Sold the calf of Sulford for £2. 3. 0.
Sat. 29 April  paid Charles £0. 2. 6.
Wed. 3 May.  Sulford and Lyon took bull
This line was crossed through. Perhaps the encounter had disappointed.
Sat 6. May.  paid to Mr MORGAN for 8 Measures of Oats at 4/6 £1. 16. 0. & 8
Measures of Oats at 5/-  £2. 0. 0.  paid Charles £0. 10. 0.
Wed. 10 May. paid Charles £0 2. 0.
An unusual day to pay Charles, and after last Saturday's exceptional payment of 10/-
Thurs.11 May. Sold two horses to George HALES No12 Crosshall Street
Liverpool for £65. 0. 0.
Presumably another itinerant horse dealer. 
Fri. 12 May. Bought A brown Mare at Mold fare of Mr JONES at the Denby
road for £43. 0. 0.
Sat. 13 May.  paid Charles £0 2. 0.
Mon. 15 May.  We took prosession (sic) of a cart horse at £0. 0. 9. per week 
Sat. 20 May.  Bought three pigs for £2. 15. 0.  paid Charles £0. 2. 0. 
Wed. 24 May  Bought A brown horse of George JONES for £31. 0. 0.
Sat. 27 May.  paid Charles £0. 2. 0. Made an exchange for a cow for a brown
mare and give £3. 10. 0. to bute.
Mon. 29 May.  bocket took the bull paid Mr MORGAN for 8 Measures of Oats
£2. 0. 0. 
Thurs. 1 June.  the horses began to eat grass.
Sat. 3 June.  paid Charles £0. 2. 0.
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Sat 24 June  paid Charles £0. 7. 0. This is the last Saturday payment to Charles.
Tues.27 June. paid for Charles at the Sarn £5. 17. 0. paid the bedsteads and
Matress £1. 10. 0.
Seemingly George was arranging for his son to live at Sarn. This is the first mention
of Sarn (near Threapwood) in family documents. Rebecca, Charles' mother was born
there and the Williamsons owned the Queen's Head public house at Sarn Bridge
certainly from 1869 and probably before. Charles, much later, farmed at nearly
Worthenbury and died there in 1887.
Wed. 28 June. we put the pigs into James stye (sic) at 6d per week

James and Eleanor Broadhurst: 
a Research Journey

By Rowland Dunn

In the hope of inspiring and encouraging others to share their research
experiences, here is a short article about how my own family research
developed.  Unfortunately, I have started rather late in life, at a time when most
of my aunts, uncles and grandparents have moved on, so their help and
memories are not available to me. However, I have been inspired by my cousin,
who started the journey some thirty to forty years ago when there was no
Internet; the only way to gather information at that time was to sift through
pages and pages of documents and records.

My cousin managed to discover that our great-great-grandparents were James
BROADHURST and Mary (née CHARLES), James' parents were James and
Jane Ellery (née THOMAS) and then his parents were James BROADHURST
and Eleanor (maiden name unknown) - but there it ground to a halt.  All of the
information was from resources in Cornwall, where our grandmother and her
parents came from.  We knew from the records of James and Eleanor’s children
that he was a soldier and teacher at various stages in his life.

Out of the blue several years ago, a contact sent me information showing that
in October 1838 an attempt was made to send Eleanor back to Macclesfield, but
an appeal was lodged against the order by Macclesfield Parish under the Poor
Law Act of 1834.  The appeal was never heard as Eleanor died of consumption
three days later.  James had died about two months earlier, so the authorities
were quick to try and remove her. As a result of this information, we now knew
that James came from Macclesfield in Cheshire, as, regardless of where she
originally came from, a woman adopted her husband’s legal place of settlement
after marriage.



Knowing that he was a soldier at some stage, we (wrongly, it turns out)
assumed that he was with the Duke of Cornwall 32nd Foot Battalion because
he was living in Cornwall.  A few years went by and after an informative
discussion about the appeal in 2014 with Richard Corbett of the FHSC, I
contacted Cornwall FHS regarding the possibility of finding information about
James being a teacher. A fantastic young lady came back to me with
information that she had found a James BROADHURST who had made a
deposition after leaving the army and moving to Cornwall.  This deposition
was invaluable - it gave the name of his mother (Mary), where and when he
was born (Macclesfield, baptised 11 January 1770), what part of the Army he
served in (Royal Artillery), his rank (Sergeant), and where he married (Kings
Chapel, Gibraltar).

We obtained a copy of the marriage entry from the Kings Chapel, Gibraltar,
which has led to another problem. His wife Eleanor was a widow (former name
JONES) when they married, so we still do not know her maiden name; we
assume that she was initially the wife of a fallen comrade, as it was customary
at that time for soldiers' widows to marry another man in the same regiment.

In the meantime, we have discovered that two of James' granddaughters
emigrated to Victoria in Australia where they both married Cornishmen. One
granddaughter moved on to Chicago, USA with her family, where her father
is recorded as a visitor on the 1880 United States census.

Research at the National Archives provided us with a copy of James' discharge
papers, showing when and why he retired from the army, and his pay and
pension details, as he was then regarded as an ‘Outside’ Chelsea Pensioner.

The Internet has played a great part in achieving our goals but we have
followed quite a convoluted trail to get where we are today.  The Royal
Artillery Museum has gone into storage at present* whilst a new venue is
prepared but when it reopens we hope to discover the name of Eleanor's
previous husband and perhaps make further progress with the family tree.

It has certainly been an interesting journey, finding out about all our ancestors,
when and where they lived, worked and moved to around the country - and
in some cases, around the world!

*Ed: The Royal Artillery Archive is now based at Larkhill in Wiltshire. At present only
part of the collection is available for viewing, but the archive is currently open on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for visitors (advance booking essential). See Facebook, Twitter,
or go to  www.salisburyplainheritagecentre.com and click Enquiries.
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by Peter Lee
Member no. 6151 

On the recommendation of our hotel receptionist during a recent visit to New 
Orleans, my wife and I visited the famous Lafayette No. 1 (or #1) Cemetery. It 
is a city block in size, located in the heart of the Garden District, and is the 
oldest of the seven municipal, city-operated cemeteries in New Orleans. It is a 
non-segregated, non-denominational cemetery. There are immigrants from 
over twenty-five different countries and natives of twenty-six states, as 
identified on the closure tablets. 

Dating from 1832, the cemetery is laid out with two tree-lined central aisles in
a cruciform pattern, which divide it into four sections and give it the
appearance of a park. The intersecting avenues were built to accommodate
funeral processions and originally paved with shells. In the cemetery are almost
500 wall vaults along one side, which have been sealed, with only a few of the
plaques being engraved. 

A Walk Around Lafayette No. 1
Cemetery, New Orleans
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With the water table being so high in the city, burying coffins was not an option
due to accelerated rotting of the wood and exposure of the corpse which could
result in water contamination and disease. The option adopted was to prepare
a solid concrete foundation or base and build upwards to create a vault. Some
of the wealthier family tombs were built of marble, with elaborate details, but
most were constructed simply of inexpensive plastered brick.

Crypts were also built by fraternal organizations such as the Jefferson Fire
Company No. 22, which took care of their members and their families in large
shared tombs. The cemetery was filled to capacity within decades of its
opening, well before the surrounding neighbourhood reached its greatest
affluence. By 1872 the prestigious Metairie Cemetery in Mid-City had opened
and its opulent grounds appealed to those with truly extravagant and
flamboyant tastes.

Surrounded by high stone walls, the heat of the day was trapped within, and
with little or no breeze, walking round was a very hot and humid experience.
Some crypts or vaults were maintained to a high standard and were a family
history researcher’s dream as whole families were painstakingly recorded on
the inscription panel.

Interestingly, there were a few ‘strays’
from England, such as:

William ANDERTON
of Earnscliffe, Blundellsands

(near Liverpool) England
who died in New Orleans

September 19th 1878 aged 48

Jonathan Banks BARBER
born at Liverpool
July 30th 1853

died in New Orleans
October 11th 1878

Edward Webster ANDERTON
son of William ANDERTON

who died in Philadelphia
January 5th 1883 aged 25.
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On another, slightly less impressive inscription panel, it was recorded that:

Wm. BATHURST, a native of England died May 2nd 1877 aged about 64 years.

Religion and race sat happily side by side. There was a small Jewish section
where concrete-lined chambers had been set into the ground to allow coffins
to be interred ‘underground’ in accordance with their religious beliefs. These
were topped with ornate inscribed headstones and surrounds.

My favourite memorial, from a genealogical point of view, was a very
handsome granite panel inscribed in German, which named nine members of
a family who were laid to rest, plus - as a bonus - also making reference to the
mother’s six children. The earliest interment year was 1878 with the last in 1972
equating to almost 100 years of family history!

Close by was a tomb with a simple and moving inscription:

Poydras Orphans Rest
In loving memory of all souls sheltered at Poydras Home.

On a low ledge below the panel sat two small die-cast toy cars. No note, no
indication as to how long they had been there, just a small, poignant and simple
act of remembrance.

Searching the Internet produced an informative article about the Poydras
Orphans Rest Tomb written on 12 October 2015 by Heather Veneziano, Project
Manager at New Orleans Historic Cemetery Database:

Bayou Preservation LLC recently completed the restoration of the Poydras Orphan's
Rest Tomb in the Lafayette No. 1 Cemetery of New Orleans. The Poydras Home was
originally a female orphanage, set up during the yellow fever epidemics of the early
1800s. This tomb contains eight individual burial vaults and most likely was used for
dozens of interments. The restoration began with the removal of years of built-up latex
paint and biological growth. In addition, we removed as much portland cement as we
could safely get off the historic brick without damaging it. We then repointed using
lime based mortar and applied lime based plaster to the entirety of the structure. All of
the marble plaques were cleaned and one vault entry was sealed. The project was
completed with multiple coats of limewash and now stands fully restored within one of
our most frequently visited cemeteries.

Ed: more information about this cemetery can be found at
www.saveourcemeteries.org/lafayette-cemetery-no-1/
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by Peter Lewis
Member no. 8035

Ed: This is a revised reprint of an article first published in Vol. 42 Issue 2 of the
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, which members of our recently-formed Sale group may find
particularly interesting.

My research into my mother’s ancestors has triggered childhood memories of
the late 1940s, the austere years following the Second World War, and has
brought into reality the lives of the few family relatives I knew.  It has also
revealed interesting historical connections with St Anne’s Parish Church,
Renshaw Farm and The Gardeners Arms in Baguley village, and has shown how
very rural Sale Moor and Baguley were over a century ago - so very different
today!

At that time we lived just off the Ashton side of Cross Street and my wider
family then consisted of my grandfather BROWN at The Gardeners Arms, my
great-uncle George DEWSBURY of Sale Moor and my great-aunt Jinny and
great-uncle Henry JONES at Renshaw Farm, Sale Moor. Some of my early
memories are related below, along with the locations and family connections.

Family Memories
I recall not being allowed to enter our front parlour, as an old man occupied it.
This old man was George DEWSBURY.  His wife Alice, née WILKINSON, died
in 1946, and due to infirmity he came to live with us for a short while until his
health deteriorated to the point where he needed specialist care.  He died in
1948 aged 88. George was born in 1860 in Hart Lane, Sale Moor (later known
as Northenden Road).  He was one of several children, including my great-
grandmother Maria, of my 2x great-grandfather John DEWSBURY, a market
gardener. George married Alice in 1891 and their only child died in infancy.

My mother informed me in later years that the WILKINSON family were well
thought of in Sale Moor with various businesses, but were not blood relatives.
However, I have discovered this is not so, as Alice and her five siblings were
second cousins to my great-grandfather, Thomas KINSEY, who married Maria
DEWSBURY at St Anne’s, Sale Moor in 1879. Alice WILKINSON’s grandfather,
Thomas BARLOW (born 1798) and Thomas KINSEY’s grandmother, Hannah
BARLOW (born 1804) plus his great-grandmother, Alice BARLOW (born 1784)

Bygone Sale and Baguley
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were three of seven children of Samuel BARLOW (born 1752) and Alice
RENSHAW (born 1756), who were married at St Martin’s Church, Ashton upon
Mersey in 1779.

Thomas KINSEY’s grandfather, who married the said Hannah BARLOW and
died aged 35 in 1831, was the local blacksmith, presumably at the smithy at the
end of Broad Road close to the junction of Old Hall Road, Sale Moor - an area
then known as Sale Green. 

Back to the WILKINSON family. After the death of her first husband, Thomas,
in 1865, Alice’s mother Ann, née KELSALL, married a local farmer, John
WOOD.  For many years Ann operated the grocer’s shop on the corner of
Marsland and Northenden Roads in the centre of Sale Moor, known locally as
Mrs Wood’s.  Alice’s brother, Jeremiah was landlord of The Temple Inn which
was known locally as Jerry’s. Another brother, Frank, had the off-licence on the
corner of Warrener Street. Behind The Temple Inn is a Wilkinson Street.
Ironically my late wife lived in this street in her very early years.

My 4x great-grandfather William DEWSBURY, a farmer in the parish of Ashton
upon Mersey, married Lucy KELSALL, from Northern Etchells, in 1785 at St
Martin’s, Ashton upon Mersey.  He died in 1795 and his will reveals the bulk
of his estate, including properties and land was to pass to his son William born
in 1790. This son, William, my 3x great-grandfather, married Martha
JENKINSON in 1812 at St Martin’s. Martha was baptised at St Wilfred’s,
Northenden in 1793.  I have tracked her JENKINSON ancestors back to late
Elizabethan times in Northenden.

Martha Jenkinson’s mother’s name was MAYER and I understood from my
mother that a branch of the MAYER family had the farm behind The Gardeners
Arms at Baguley before the land was taken for house building in the 1950s.
William and Martha had two sons: John (my 3x great-grandfather) and
William, plus eleven daughters - all born between 1813 and 1837; nearly all
reached adulthood and married.  Martha died in 1840 and William in 1848.

William was a farmer in Sale Moor.  The Cheshire Tithe Maps 1836-1851 on the
Cheshire Archives website have been extremely useful in establishing what
land William owned or tenanted and farmed.  The website shows a modern
day map of the same plots.  The land owned by William on the northern side
of Northenden Road was tenanted out to Thomas MARSLAND, and a
homestead and adjacent plot was occupied by his son John, my 2x great-
grandfather, operating as a market gardener. This was on the south side of
Northenden Road, on the corner of the lane leading to RENSHAW Farm,
almost opposite Worthington Road.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR December 201747

The land William DEWSBURY farmed was all
tenanted and formed three distinct lots:

Six acres of water meadows on the banks of•
the River Mersey at the end of Cow Lane -
owned by Rev Charles Backhouse SOWEBY
and known as Parson’s Acre Meadow. This
is now part of Sale Water Park.
Lime Tree Farm, Sale Moor, a farm of about•
45 acres owned by Barberry SHAWCROSS.
William, Martha and family lived there.
Two acres owned by George Cornwall•
LEGH adjoining Moor Lane.  The modern
day map shows this plot as St Anne’s Parish
Church on Church Road: so the church was
built on land that was once part of William’s
farm. However, the connection continued as
his son John, my 2x great-grandfather, was
Clerk of St Anne’s Church for 37 years. John
died in 1893 at the age of 74 and was buried
in the church cemetery, in ground his father had farmed.

John’s father-in-law, Charles BROADHURST born in Over, Cheshire was a
draper in Northenden Road until his death in 1865 and this business was
carried on by his grandson, George COOKSON at least until 1911. 

This highlights the fact that Sale Moor in the 1840s to 1850s was just a
smattering of cottages, market gardens and small farms in a very rural
area.  The development came later in the wake of the railway boom. The
conversion of the land to building residential estates continued throughout the
twentieth century and almost all the open land plots I can recall have now
disappeared.

According to the tithe maps, Renshaw Farm was then owned and occupied by
different members of the RENSHAW family - I do not know if they are related
to Alice RENSHAW born in 1756 referred to earlier.  Some time after his
marriage to Maria DEWSBURY, Thomas KINSEY became tenant and continued
to farm there until the late 1920s. They had two daughters, Emily and Jane.
Emily, my grandmother, married Leonard Orlando BROWN at St Anne’s
Church in 1910 and they lived with Thomas KINSEY. My mother, Olive
BROWN, their only child, was born at Renshaw Farm and attended
Worthington Road School.

John Dewsbury, 1819-1893
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In 1926 Len BROWN became licensee of The Gardeners Arms at Baguley
following the death of his mother.  A little later Thomas KINSEY moved in with
them at The Gardeners Arms where he died in 1933 at the age of 81, leaving
Renshaw Farm in the tenancy of his son-in-law, Henry JONES who had
married Jane KINSEY, my Auntie Jinny, in 1914.  They had one child, Leslie
JONES who married Mary and they had two daughters, Lesley and Pauline.
They used to live in Exmouth Road, Ashton upon Mersey.

Renshaw Farm, which was ten acres, was located down a lane behind the
property occupied by John DEWSBURY, Thomas KINSEY’s father-in-law. Its
land bordered the land of Lime Tree Farm where William DEWSBURY lived
until his death in 1848. In my childhood it still had no public utility services -
gas, electricity or drains (main or septic tank) - and water was originally
obtained from a pump in front of the house, which was still operational in my
early years.

Thomas KINSEY and Henry JONES sold their produce on a stall on at
Manchester Smithfield or Shudehill Market. Henry JONES continued to use
this stall until he retired in 1956. I used to visit occasionally and my sister used
to help our Auntie Jinny on the stall on Saturdays.

Sometime around 1949-1950, Renshaw Farm was compulsorily purchased for
building homes.  On leaving the farm, Henry and Jinny were re-housed in one
of the prefabs in Ashbourne Crescent near Baguley Brook.

Memories of Bonfire Night, Christmas Day and The Gardener’s Arms
Bonfire night at The Gardeners Arms was great fun with a huge bonfire, home-
grown potatoes cooked in the fire and home-made treacle toffee.

Christmas Day lunch, with all the trimmings, was prepared by my mother at
The Gardeners Arms using the leaded range heated by a roaring fire which
always seemed to be lit. The live bird - usually a goose - was always purchased
at Chelford Livestock Market by my grandfather BROWN who always fell
asleep in his chair at the table after lunch.  Licensing hours were limited in those
days so on Christmas Day there was a five-hour gap between closing at 2.00pm
and reopening from 7.00pm until 10.00pm.  I used to go into the Smoke Room
of the pub after lunch to complete a jigsaw, again before an open fire.

The Gardeners Arms in Baguley village had two acres of land which was used
as a market garden.  Baguley Brook formed the boundary on one side.  Across
the brook was farmland which along with half of the two acres, was used in
the early 1950s, to build the large Northern Moor estate - I believe to house
families, mainly from South Manchester, who had lost their homes through the
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Blitz and subsequent clearance of large tracts of Hulme. Ironically the land
across the brook was farmed by a Wilfred MAYER, descended from the farmers
of Great Warford, Northenden & Cheadle, who I have discovered was a fourth
cousin to my grandmother Emily KINSEY.  I doubt they were aware of the
connection which goes back to the mid 1700s.

My Grandpa BROWN (1882 - 1959) was born and died at The Gardeners Arms
but his parents were born in Dorset.  My great-grandfather, also Leonard, who
hitherto had been a shepherd like his forebears in Dorset, then a gamekeeper
at Toft and Carrington, became landlord of The Gardeners Arms in mid-1881 as
a tenant of Frederic Robinson’s, brewers of Stockport. The tenancy was in the
family for almost 80 years up to early 1961.  I lived there for the last two years.

Amongst the family
papers handed down to
me is an original dog
licence, dated 1876, issued
to my great-grandfather,
Leonard BROWN as
gamekeeper at Toft. Five
shillings in 1876 was a lot
when compared with the
average weekly wage. As
my great-grandfather
needed a dog for his job as
a gamekeeper I assume
the Toft estate met the fee.

In the early years before The Gardeners Arms became a hostelry it was just a
homestead with market garden. Tithe maps show John DEWSBURY was owner
occupier and I have discovered he was first cousin to my 3x great- grandfather,
William DEWSBURY of Lime Tree Farm, mentioned previously.  John died in
1842 and ownership passed to others. By the 1851 census Edward MACHIN
and family lived there - he was a provision dealer and beer keeper and the place
was then known as The Foresters Arms. Richard OWEN was there as a market
gardener and beer-seller in 1871, and at least two more licensees followed him.
Finally, in 1881 the property was purchased as a hostelry by Frederic
Robinson’s brewery.

The “story” told by my parents was that the place was one of ill repute and
that three brothers associated with the pub died tragically: one was murdered
there, one drowned in the beer cellar, possibly when drunk (I recall the drain

Leonard Brown’s dog licence for 1876, price 5 shillings
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from the cellar discharged into
Baguley Brook and if the drain stop
was not in place the cellar flooded
after heavy rain), and the other
brother drowned in a clay pit on
Moor Lane.

Because of its reputation,
magistrates were unhappy about
renewing the liquor license;
apparently the local constabulary
recommended my great-grandfather,
Leonard BROWN.

Until the development of the area for housing after the Second World War, the
market garden was an important source of income for the family and some of
their produce was sold from a stall on the forecourt of the pub.

Hopefully this article may jog a few early memories of some other members of
the Society.

References

Cheshire Archives Tithe Maps: http://maps.cheshire.gov.uk/tithemaps/

Thomas Kinsey by the produce stall in 1930
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by Bill Chapman

Esperanto was developed by an idealistic Jewish man, Dr ZAMENHOF (1859-
1917), who lived in Poland (then in the Russian Empire), where its first adepts
lived. He first published the language in 1887 and it spread to Western Europe
and Great Britain from about 1900 onwards. This year sees the 130th
anniversary of the language and a century since the death of its founder.

Sixteen early speakers of Esperanto in Cheshire, taken from the Adresaro de
Esperantistoj (Directory of Esperantists) of January 1903 to January 1904 (Series
XXIV) to January 1908 to January 1909 (Series XXIX) are listed below. Each
individual is ascribed a unique number, which I do not reproduce here. Indeed,
early users of the language frequently signed articles and even postcards with
that number alone, knowing that anyone wanting to contact them could easily
find their address in the Adresaro. Twenty-eight early Adresario can be seen
online at https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Adresaro_de_Esperantistoj

These listings contain occasional spelling errors because each individual filled
in a pre-printed form in their own handwriting. I reproduce the addresses as
they appear - all of the following are listed in Cheshire, Anglujo, i.e. England..

Series XXIV, 1903-1904:
Jas. GREENWOOD, 316, New Chester road, PORT SUNEIGHT (sic).
George E. PAPPADIMITRION, (=Pappadimitriou?) Ashton-on-Mersey.

Series XXVI, 1905-1906:
F-ino (=Miss) Kate B. CARVER, Cranage Hall, Holmes Chapel.
S-ino (=Mrs) Lucy MARSDEN-WALTER, 11 Montagu Rd, Sale.
Walter John BAYLIS, 30 Hillside Rd, Wallacey (sic).
S-ino E. C. L. HAWLICZEK, "Normanhurst" Church road West, West Kirby.

Series XXVII, 1906-1907:
Herbert BURY, Lomber Hey, High Lane.
W. H. Mc KELLEN, 12, Church Lane, Romiley.
Fred ALLEN, 31, Gill Bent Road, Cheadle Hulme.
Alfred Thomas CROXSON, 251, Hungerford Rd, Crewe.

Pioneers of Esperanto in Cheshire
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Series XXVIII, 1907-1908:
D-ro J. T. ROBERTS, Montana House, Chester.
F. TALLON, 1, Bold Square, Chester.
W. E. WOODWARD, Red Gables, Hoylake.
J. E. PRICE, 6, Guinea Bank, Seacombe.
Muriel WILLOUGHBY, 22, Rock Park, Rock Ferry.

Series XXIX, 1908-1909:
J. H. HUTCHINGS, 47, Whitefriars, Chester.
S-ino (=Mrs) Gibbons FROST, Mollington Hall, Chester.

It is interesting to see the type of person who learnt Esperanto; some of those
listed above could be researched without difficulty.

James GREENWOOD was described in the 1901 census as being a foreign
correspondent.

George Emmanuel PAPPADIMITRIOU (1883-1969) was born in Ashton on
Merseyside. There are shipping records which show him travelling to the USA
in 1924.

William Oswald CARVER was a very successful cotton goods merchant. His
success allowed him and his wife, Kate Bentley CARVER (1858-1933), to buy
Cranage Hall, near Holmes Chapel. She was clearly not a ‘Miss’ as the list
suggests. She was the daughter of William ARMITAGE, a merchant of
Townfield House, Altrincham – a house which had six servants in 1881. The
1901 census also gives an indication of the wealth that Manchester's cotton
trade had brought to a small number of merchants. The census for Cranage
Hall lists William, then aged 45, Kate (42) and their three children Alan (15),
Alison (9) and Basil (4); it also shows that they could afford to employ eight
live-in servants - a housekeeper, cook, nurse and five maids. One of her sons,
Captain Oswald Armitage CARVER, was killed on active service during the
First World War (http://macclesfieldreflects.org.uk/1915/06/07/carver-oswald-a/).

Mrs E.C. HAWLICZEK (born about 1865) was the wife of a Vienna-born
chemical expert, and by 1911 the Austrian couple were boarding in Garston,
Lancashire. Her husband was involved in producing ammonium soda.

Herbert BURY (1870-1939) was born in Switzerland of British parents. He was
a district manager for a life insurance company.

William Henry McKELLEN (1870-1956) was an engineer. In 1911 he was an
engineer and estimator working for gas engine makers. Ed: after a recent Who
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Do You Think You Are? programme he is perhaps better-known as the grandfather of
actor Sir Ian MCKELLEN.

Joseph F. TALLON was born in 1884 in Gibraltar. In 1901 his father was
steward at a Gentlemen’s Club in Chester.

Mollington Hall was the centre of an extensive estate for Gibbons FROST, a
Chester flour miller. He and his wife had only moved in to the hall in 1907.

After about 1908, there was no longer any need to ‘sign up’ to Esperanto, and
text books about Esperanto in a variety of languages, including English, were
becoming more common. An increasingly large number of magazines catered
for users of the language seeking contacts in other countries.

Clearly those interested in the language, although spread over the county, came
together from time to time. According to an inside cover of The British
Esperantist magazine for 1913, an Esperanto group which met every Monday
evening at the People’s Hall, Delaware Street, Chester was founded in June
1906. In 1908 the secretary was R. JACKSON, of Avenham, Dee Banks, while
the president was Jas. McKINLAY. In 1913 the secretary was  J.W. DOBSON of
27 Brook Street.

On their Facebook page, the Liverpool Esperanto Circle has reproduced the booklet
A Short History of the Lancashire and Cheshire Esperanto Federation 1908 - 1933 by
J D Applebaum, in which the growth of Esperanto in the region is described.
The booklet provides a list of local groups and their dates of formation,
including Stockport (1908), Wallasey (1913), Birkenhead (1913) and Ellesmere
Port (1926). The booklet also notes that there were isolated members in several
locations, including Hyde, Haslingden and Nantwich. The detailed description
of the Chester group includes the information that Miss Hogg came and did much
useful work in the town, as well as at Ellesmere Port, where she introduced Esperanto
into the Curriculum of the Council School, and we are later told that the Ellesmere
Port group was founded in 1926 by youngsters who left the council school, where
Esperanto is being taught as a regular subject with great success.

Do minute books of the Chester Esperanto Group still exist? One wonders
whether any of these early enthusiasts handed down letters or postcards in the
language to later generations.

Acknowledgement. I am grateful to my wife Patricia for her help in
researching some of the individuals.
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Q1: Which Cheshire town is host to
the largest cheese show in the world?

Q2: Lucian the Monk, around the end
of the twelfth century, described what
place as a city the site whereof allureth
the eye and Hoole as The Valley of
Demons where the wanderer... is
despoiled by thieves and robbers?

Q3: Where did a riot take place on 13
April 1812, supposedly about the
price of potatoes and stirred up
mainly by outsiders?

Q4: Identify the cover photo.

Q5: Where would you find a bridge
weighing 429 tonnes, supported by
four floating pontoons to allow for
subsidence, and reputed to be the first
electrically operated road swing
bridge in the world?

Q6: Where, in 1745, was a bridge
crossing the River Mersey torn down
by the government and rebuilt by the
Jacobite army?

Q7: Where can you find a fire station
museum, and a second former fire
station used as a chocolate shop?

Q8: Where, during WWII, was a camp
named H.M.S. Excalibur constructed
for the training of Royal Marines?

Q9: Where was the sitcom Two Pints of
Lager and a Packet of Crisps set?

Q10: Where would you find a Blue
Plaque for Eli Whalley, whose firm,
founded in the 1890's, was the last in
the country to mass produce donkey
stones (used for cleaning doorsteps)?

Q11: Which town has a crater on Mars
named after it?

Q12: Where might you find a Town
Hall which, after completion during
the Great War, was not used for
municipal purposes until 1920, prior
to which it was a Military Hospital?

Q13: Port Sunlight, a model village
containing 900 Grade II listed
buildings and declared a conservation
area in 1978, was built near which
town in 1888?

Q14: Which town in the 1600s is
reputed to have spent the money
saved to buy a new bible on a new
bear instead?

Cheshire Quiz

by Rosie Rowley
Journal Editor

How well do you know Cheshire? Try this quick quiz and see how you get on!
Answers in the next issue. If you’re stuck, see the clue at the bottom of the page.

CLUE: The answers are the names of the society’s fourteen groups!
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From the Desktop

All readers should be aware that the GRO has re-introduced their £6 birth and
death PDF ‘certificates’ - see www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates The scheme
started on 12th October and will run for a minimum of 3 months. Below is a
piece concerning the accuracy of their otherwise useful new indices.

I’m getting positive reports about the results of the AncestryDNA testing
scheme.  A number of members have had brand new and surprising contacts,
which hadn’t appeared from tests with Family Tree DNA. I’ve taken the
AncestryDNA plunge, and expect the results any day now. Sue Gibb’s piece
below sets the scene.

The Grey Tinted Pages: David Silcock asked if the grey pages could be made
white.  I asked you all in September and have had no significant support for
changing or removing the colour. The few comments I have received seem to
quite like them. Sorry David!

We have further views on images and photo scanning.

A talk I’ve been giving to groups includes my thoughts on minimising paper.
It seems well received, so I’ve produced a summary about the aspects of
managing the plethora of census pages that we all create and persist in printing.

There are wide-ranging thoughts about the many family history programs
available.  None of them is perfect, but we have a couple of pieces that highlight
the need for caution.
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A reminder about the Net That Serf compendium - extracts of each year’s NTS
in one handy PDF file.  Go to the website, login, look for CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
and then Net That Serf at the bottom of the list of issues.  I’ll add a 2017 extract
once this journal goes out to members.  See the note in From the Inbox.

Personal Reflections on DNA testing
By Sue Gibb of Northwich & The Computer Club

I have had my DNA analysed by two different sources: FamilyTreeDNA and
AncestryDNA.  Although the systems of taking the sample are different, the
basic results are the same and are illustrated in two ways: 

through your genetic ancestry, or where your ancestors came from•
the family trees that match your DNA•

The differences between the two companies’ results stem from their
geographical coverage and size of membership.  AncestryDNA appears to have
many more UK matches; FamilyTreeDNA matches are mostly, but not
exclusively American.

This is the amount of data I have to trawl through ….

FamilyTreeDNA has 2745 matches; these range from second cousins•
to 5th and remote.
AncestryDNA has 322 matches; 112 are 4th cousins or closer•

With no father or brother, my results are all based on mitochondrial DNA (this
is passed down almost unchanged from a mother to her children; men pass
down Y-DNA to their sons).  My closest match was to second cousins in Canada
- this was good news as it does confirm that my maternal grandfather was
indeed my grandfather!

In the past, my interest in DNA centred on my heritage and the origins of my
ancestors.  Having received a list of third or fourth cousin matches, it is also
interesting to know where they emigrated to in the world.  However, do be
aware that the matches do not tell you immediately which of your ancestors is
the link. You have to work that out yourself and at this stage, I am working on
the premise that a third or fourth cousin will link back to a sibling of one of my
ancestors. Finding my links is still a work in progress.

For instance, one match I can identify is through Thomas SHEEN (1683-1718)
and his wife Maria DAUNCEY (1690-1711).  However, there is a problem.  I
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have their only son John SHEEN marrying a Mary GRIFFITH, but the other
tree lists John’s wife as Elizabeth TRISTRAM.  Who is right? I suspect I am.
Why?  I do my own research but I know some people just cut and paste from
other trees without checking the facts. 

It is still early days, but I still consider DNA results fascinating, and it’s another
very useful tool for genealogists.

Comments on Previous Issues

Images & Photo Slides - Alsager member Roy Hodgkinson writes:  I read every
edition of Net That Serf; I do not understand half of it, but then I am 94!
I do not understand David Walker's problems with scanning 35mm slides - it’s
easy-peasy.  My daughter is working her way through scanning my 60-year-
old family photo slides using my V370 scanner coupled to my Dell computer.
No problem whatsoever.  A few pics need a bit of editing using Photoshop, but
then she sets herself very high standards, being LRPS.  [GJ: Licentiate of the Royal
Photographic Society]. She is compiling a family album, to be distributed on CD
to family members.

ERRATA - Keystrokes & Combinations - Richard Todd writes: NTS this
month is one of the best you have done in a while.  However, there is an error
in my Keystrokes & Combinations piece.
Ctrl + X is ‘cut’ (pair of scissors?) put the thing cut in the clipboard
Ctrl + C is ‘Copy’ (well it would be, wouldn’t it?) also puts the thing copied in
the clipboard.
Ctrl + V is ‘paste’ but how you get V to be paste is beyond me
GJ: Thanks for the compliment Richard.  The mistake was mine, from when I
transcribed your original notes into a table. Richard Mellor of Congleton spotted it too,
but nobody else did!

Your Old Photos
By Richard Todd

A recent edition of ComputerActive magazine had an article about digitising
your old photos, and it struck me that, although I wrote a piece about images
in the December 2016 Net That Serf, I might well add another piece about
looking after the images.

Most of you will have a mass of pictures related to your family.  The usual
collection has some very old prints, some more recent prints (both black &
white and colour) plus some slides, and then some pictures from your digital



camera, as well as your smartphone.  Now you need to get them all into the
same digital format so that you can edit and catalogue them.  The obvious
solution is a flatbed scanner, but the ComputerActive article suggests that you
can use your smartphone and an app called Photoscan from the Google Play Store.
I have tried that without success (maybe it is because of my age and infirmity)
but you should perhaps give it a try.  I use a flatbed scanner which is tedious
but it does work, and mine will do slides as well.

The next step is to go through the images and reject the duds and duplicates.
Who is that woman? Where was that pictures taken and why? You will be
surprised how many images you can reject, but what is the next step? 

This item is for publication in a family history magazine, not a photography or
computer one, so I have to look at things in a different way.  You will need to
edit your pictures later but there is no point in editing all of them; just the ones
you are going to use.  A good place to start is your family history program and
I think Family Historian is a good one to use.  You can add photos to fit the text
although you have to remember that the pictures themselves remain where
they are, only links to them occur in Family Historian.  If you change their
location Family Historian will lose them.  [GJ: Sorry Richard, but you’re wrong
there.  FH gives you the option to save a copy of the image within the program’s project.
Thus, obviating the lost file issue].

Once you have stored and segregated the ones you really want, you will still
have a lot of pictures to edit, but the list should be more manageable. 

Another way to keep track of your pictures is to save them in a folder for each
year, one for each month within each year and one for each event within each
month.  From a family history point of view we are talking BMD images.  You
may need an index to find any particular event, but I can just ask my wife and
she would know which month and year cousin John got married.  I can then
find all the photos for that event.  You are not restricted to a few pictures, but
you can include the cute little children who came with their parents and more.
You can include children in the general index (when was little David in that
school play?) but you will have to restrict the index.  Holidays and day trips
will clutter up the whole thing and make simple management impossible.
After all that, there is the problem of your very old images.  You may well not
know what year they were taken, let alone the month.

I have catalogued mine by main surname; I have TODD, BURNS, BAILEY,
BOOTH as main files with others added where appropriate such as
MARTINSCROFT as a subfolder of my TODD file.  This system works well
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enough because I haven’t got huge quantities of old photos.  A problem might
crop up when first names are the same.  I have a photo with two James TODDs
on it and a Richard TODD which isn’t me, but it is easy enough to differentiate
between them.

Beyond this level of cataloguing there is a minefield of ways to deal with the
problem.  You can add information to each image with a keyword or ‘tag’.  For
example, with a scan of a picture from Blackpool Zoo of your grandchild
looking at a lion you would add the tags 2010, June, Blackpool, Amy, zoo, lions.
If you did this religiously every time you changed a photo you would be able
to find all instances of ‘Amy, zoo’ for example or ‘Blackpool, zoo, lions’ or any
combination you liked.  A digital image from your camera would have some
of this information already embedded in the file but as soon as you change the
file name or edit the picture all that goes and you have to add data yourself.
And this metadata, as it is called, will not be on your scans and the date with
the image file is the date of the scan not the date of the picture being taken.
You can edit the metadata, but I won’t go there.

I have looked at all sorts of programs but I haven’t found any free ones which
will easily add data to images to make them easier to find.  However, I have
Adobe Lightroom, which I bought a few years back, and it is a marvellous editor
and cataloguer.  It is not cheap but you can get a boxed set for £109 from
Amazon or a product key and a download website address for £50.  You may
think that this last idea is odd, but my son has used this method for a major
Microsoft program with no problems.  You may think that Lightroom is
expensive, and I suppose it is, but it is well worth the money.  It will change
your images from ‘snaps’ to quality pictures.  The learning curve is a bit steep
but there are lots of tutorials on YouTube. Watch Anthony Morganti: using
Lightroom 5 (the program is up to version 6 now) change a boring photo of a
marble pillar into a really attractive picture - or pitcher, as he calls it.

If you don’t want to spend money you could try DigiKam, an open source
program, which is comparable with Lightroom and is free. Or try Adobe Bridge,
also free. All three have steep learning curves but in my view they are worth
the effort. You add keywords (tags) to each image file, enabling you to search
by keywords. If you have a lot of images it will take you a long time to add
keywords to your files but you will be able to find any image afterwards.

I am sorry to have rambled on, but the problem is tricky at a number of levels,
and it has several possible solutions.  Your decision will depend on the size of
your collection of photos, your computer literacy, the size of your hard disk(s),
how keen you are to sort out the problem, and maybe the depth of your pocket. 
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Since writing the above I discovered Google Photos (www.google.com/photos)
which can find your photos for you, or so it says. [GJ: I have to say that I found
this web link a bit erratic!] It found a selection of photos on my machine by itself
and I could have added more.  The idea is you type in a keyword and the app
finds suitable pictures.  For example, I typed in cat and it found a picture of the
cat at Morrison’s in Saltney.  Then I put in long dresses and it found several
pictures of my wife in a long dress and there was a note to add more which I
did and it found more.  Then I put in my wife’s name and it didn’t find
anything.  The app offers key words for you to try like ‘Lancashire’ and it found
a selection of photos from St Anne’s.  It seems that it is possible to add tags
(here we go again) with names etc.  but it isn’t available in every country, and
it seems to exclude UK.  However, there is an Android version which I thought
might include this facility.  My daughter has tried it on her Android phone,
but she can’t add tags.  I did find a way to add names to individual photos and
the app could find the person named but it is supposed to find all instances of
this person by face recognition.  It didn’t do it for me and it is very tedious to
add the tags.  Nevertheless, you could give it a try; it might suit you, and maybe
you will find a way to add tags or keywords.  If you do, please let Geoff know.
Ed: I use Google Photos to automatically back up all my photos so I have access to them
when away from home using the app on my phone. Google will reduce the image size
but gives you unlimited space. I just tried the search – great fun for finding photos
you've forgotten about! Searching for Cat found numerous photos of cats, and also
caterpillars, my daughter wearing a cat mask for a school play, a cushion with a picture
of a cat on it, and a chicken - well, you can’t win them all!

GRO Online Index
By Computer Club’s Peter Deakin

The availability of the new online index, allowing searches for births up to 1916
including the mother's maiden name, and deaths to 1957 with age at death from
1837, has been of great value to family historians.  Not least it has allowed many
of us to find hidden children, i.e. those who were born and died between
consecutive censuses, and allowed us to make sense of the answers concerning
the number of children born in a marriage and the number still living as asked
in the 1911 Census.

Despite all this praise I would just like to add a note of caution. The transcribed
index is littered with mistakes.  Fortunately it is possible for a researcher to
report an apparent error to GRO in the hope of amendment.  So far I have sent
in eighteen error reports and have seen sixteen errors corrected.  Most involved
a careless transcribing of the age at death, although one had missed out a death
entry completely.
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What has gone wrong with the remaining two errors that I reported?  The first
involved a boy by the name of Josiah GUNN, whose transcribed first name
appeared as Josian.  I was advised by GRO that no amendment was possible
because indexed data not available.  The second instance involved Thomas
GARNER, born in Wharton (near Over) in Cheshire in 1865.  The index
reference for this birth reads 1865, March Quarter, District: NOVEMBER 8A, page
250. Needless to say, the local Register Office lists the district as NORTHWICH,
and the scanned GRO Index supplied to freebmd.org.uk also says NORTHWICH,
but the GRO is intransigent: the copy of the index they're using says
NOVEMBER and so the reference cannot be changed.  Errors spotted in
freebmd.org.uk can be highlighted with a postem note; for the GRO, the Index
is deemed infallible. What bureaucratic nonsense this is! And the sad thing is
that it detracts from what is, all in all, an excellent tool that has been made
available to us for our genealogical researches.

Don’t Print Census Pages!
By Geoff Johnson

Gay Oliver sent me details of a Dick Eastman article called Don’t Print These
Articles! found at https://blog.eogn.com/2017/09/05/dont-print-these-articles/
She knew I’d be interested in the broad concept, because it relates to a key point
that I make in one of my Getting The Best From Your Computer talks.

We are all persuaded to minimise the amount of paper that we print and, in
the main, I see that the persuasion is focused on saving the planet, rather than
specifically within our hobby. The point of focus for both my talk, and for the
purposes of this article, is to save the storage space, and the chaos and
difficulties that I find I’ve created whenever I assemble large folders of paper.

Usually the major paper-creation is census pages.  I long ago decided that there
was absolutely no reason to have a census page printed on a sheet of paper. It:

takes up unnecessarily space•
cannot be easily magnified•
cannot be visually integrated with entries in a family history program.•

When I find a census or 1939 register page that I want to keep, I never print it.
I make a point of downloading it, and saving the file away using the ‘Save As’
option.  I save it:

in the right place on my system•
with a ‘proper title’ including, if possible, the census reference that goes•
with it.
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These two images should explain:

I also make a habit of adding electronic markers and notes to the census page
during that process, but we’ll have to come to that subject in a later of NTS.

I haven’t printed a census page for myself in a good number of years.

You may notice in the Family Census folder list that there is a folder at the top
called Source Documents (note that it has a figure 1 at the beginning of the
folder name; this ensures that it stays at the top of the list!).
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I scan BMD certificates into there, using subfolders for marriages, deaths,
divorces et cetera, as required.  Within those folders I keep all images and other
copies of BMD certificate or data along with any other quirky aspects of the
family: in my case divorces!

These are the only exceptions to my ‘destroy the paper’ concept.  I can easily
get a replacement census page, but a replacement BMD certificate costs money!

Certificates or other documents that I’ve paid good money for - birth marriage
or death certificates - are scanned on receipt, to a good JPG, and held in this
folder.  The JPG then becomes my working document.  The originals are just
filed away in a BMD folder.  And that folder contains nothing else!

To manage all this, it is of course important to structure a good file system
within your computer; so that you can easily find a wanted item again.  This
might be a bit of a fag to set up in the first place, but is dead easy to use
subsequently.  The traditional alternative of using lever arch or ring binder
printed copies just ‘grows like topsy’, and the whole thing become increasingly
difficult to index. Your computer system will ‘index’ them for you, providing
of course that your storage folders are set up constructively.

You can create your own system, but the above examples show the format that
I use.  I create a specific folder for the family concerned, and then go on to
create, within that folder, a set of subfolders titled from 1841 through to 1939,
because inevitably as your research goes along you will add subsets to that
master folder.

You can see my folder structure on the next page. You may notice that I have
created a 2011 census folder - for the time being it just contains me!

Once I have obtained a good scan of any that need replacement, I destroy any
census pages that I already hold.  Note a developing trend now, and one that
I think will grow, is that the GRO are starting to create birth and death
certificates for a lower price.  They are in an electronic PDF format. I already
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have some. They are excellent
images, but I would definitely not
print these.  You may choose to print
them and add to your hard copy
certificates folder for completeness
though. Again, the PDF image
should go into the appropriate
computer folder and family section.

By setting up and persisting with
this practice, you will quickly find
that you can jump to a particular
family group, and retrace steps on
the multiple census images which
are held right through their lifetime.
On larger sub-sets of your main
family you may well segregate their
files into their own separate
subfolder.

Your computer’s file manager
enables you to create limitless
folders and subfolders.  If you create
them in the right place, and name

them logically the whole thing starts to make sense.

Inevitably you must retain some paper, and I attempt to create a consolidated
(paper/4-ring binder) family file, in which the documentation consists of
letters, correspondence and notes resulting from interviews with family
members.  Original, paid-for, paper BMD certificates should be scanned and
the digital file saved in the right place in your computer; then you can file away
the original.  I find that I can easily keep my whole BMD certificate collection
in a specific BMD folder: you could use more folders, e.g. one each for births,
marriages and deaths, if you wish.  The certificates can be filed in an order of
your choice; there's no reason why you shouldn't put the first one in and just
pile the others on top.  If you scan them and refer to them in your family history
file, you could number the certificates with your own numbering system, and
simply put that reference number in your computer record.

In reality I hardly ever refer back to the original paper certificate, so the filing
order is unimportant to me. I can quickly find its digital image on the computer,
magnify it, clip bits out electronically and use it for any purpose.
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It goes without saying - or it should! - that all of this electronically stored data
must be properly backed up and kept safe.

Don't forget that any census page you want, providing you have access at home
or library to the website concerned (FMP, Ancestry, etc) can always be
reproduced. Your computer-held data should tell you what the source of the
information is, so that you can easily retrieve it. [Ed: Note also that FMP will
allow you to view records you’ve previously looked at after your subscription has
expired, as long as you use the same log in, but Ancestry will not.]

In closing I thought I’d add the key programs I use for family history:
Xplorer2 – dual pane file manager (free) http://zabkat.com/x2lite.htm
IrfanView – image viewer and editor (free) http://www.irfanview.com/
Family Historian – my family history central store of information, family trees,
notes and sources of information (in my opinion the best £36-worth on the
market).

Family History Programs

Family Tree Maker for Mac
Our new Chairman Victoria Doran advises:

I have installed the new version of Family Tree Maker for Mac. I needed it because
the old version stopped syncing some of my trees, even before Ancestry
'abandoned' the old version.

When they send you the link to install the software you get 48 hours of use
with extra support.  It was very easy to install - no problems at all.  I deleted all
my existing trees from Family Tree Maker and started again from the Ancestry
trees.  The downloads were very fast.

During the first 48 hours I tested syncing with only changes made on Ancestry,
syncing with only changes made on FTM, and syncing with changes made on
both.  No problems at all with the syncing.  I think it is faster than the old
Ancestry version, but it is quite a long time since I used that.

Generally, I use Ancestry for most of my work and use FTM for backup, to sort
out addresses, for printing genealogical reports and to resolve 'Data Errors'.
The only problem I have found with the new version is with the 'Data Errors'
report.  This has options to restrict the errors searched for.  At the moment it
starts generating the report as soon as you go to the screen, giving no chance
to restrict the errors searched for.  On my small tree (c 250 people) this is no
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problem at all as the report appears in a few seconds, and can then have its
criteria modified.  On a large tree (> 2,000 people) it would take a very, very
long time.  It is not possible to cancel it once it starts searching, and I wound
up having to 'reboot'.

After you have been using the new version for 48 hours you get an email with
a questionnaire to find out how you got on.  I have reported the problem, but
have not had a response to date.

So, it all depends on how you are getting on with the 'old version' and the size
of your trees whether you should install the new one at this stage.

TreeView
A member has written re my request about this program in September’s NTS.  He says:

RE: Page 61 - Sept. 2017, CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - I read with interest the comments
relating to the Treeview program marketed by S&N Supplies, who also produce
TheGenealogist website.  I purchased the program about six months ago, and
am far from happy with it.  My main program is FTM and it was my intention
to install Treeview on my laptop, and then transfer a copy of my files by Gedcom
to Treeview, and then sync it to my iPad, which I take on visits to record offices.
Firstly, the Gedcom file appeared to transfer OK, but when I tried later to update
my files, I discovered that you cannot do an incremental backup, and the
Gedcom file duplicates all 900 of my records.  This has happened several times.
I have spoken to their support department only for them to confirm that no
incremental backup is available, and if there are only a few updates, that I
should do them all individually.

Secondly, there is no way to delete the duplicates in bulk, and they advised me
to do each one separately (about 4500 records).  They were aware of the glitch
and were working on it.

Thirdly on the individual records, notes will only display one line of text, with
the remainder being covered up. The support line again said we are working on
it.  They also told me that answer 3 to 4 months ago but no improvement.

I hope that these notes assist.  I would NOT recommend the program to
anyone.  It appears to still be a ‘work in progress’ and the suppliers are aware
of its drawbacks.  But they are taking ages to rectify.  I believe that before
marketing the program (and its supposedly new version TreeView 2) the
glitches should have been ironed out.  This matter has made me decide not to
renew a subscription to TheGenealogist.
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From the Inbox

Net That Serf Compendium
Computer Club’s Gordon Tuff writes:

Worth its weight in gold!  Well done. [GJ: See From The Desktop above.]
I decided that a copy of each year's bookmarks would also be useful. A quick
screen snip, then copy and paste the JPG into one Word sheet per year - not very
elegant, but quick.

Closing Snippet
A question submitted to the Benefits Department

Dear Sir, I have a very complicated benefits question.
Many years ago, I married a widow who had an 18-year-old daughter.
After the wedding, my father, a widower, came to visit a number of times, and
he fell in love with my stepdaughter.
My father eventually married her.  As a result, my stepdaughter became my
stepmother and my father became my son-in-law.
My father's wife (also my stepdaughter and stepmother) gave birth to a son
who is my grandchild, because I am the husband of my stepdaughter's mother.
This boy is also my brother, as the son of my father.
As you can see, my wife became a grandmother, because she is the mother of
my father's wife. Therefore, it appears that I am also my wife's grandchild.
A short time after these events, my wife gave birth to a son, who became my
father's brother-in-law, the stepson of my father's wife, and my uncle.  My son
is also my stepmother’s brother, and through my stepmother, my wife has
become a grandmother and I have become my own grandfather.
In light of the above mentioned, I would like to know the following:
Does my son, who is also my uncle, my father's
son-in-law and my stepmother's brother fulfil the
requirements for receiving childcare?
Sincerely yours, etc.

With thanks to Peter Rowley, Computer Club
Secretary.

That’s all dear reader. I rely on your input to keep
this forum active, so please keep the comments
and responses coming – GJ
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Group Events and Activities

For changes and up-to-date news check the website
www.fhsc.org.uk

Alsager Group
by John Higgins

Future meetings:
11th Dec Christmas Lunch.
15th Jan Poor black sheep who have gone astray – Hazel Rugman

Digging into Air Force records for World War II.
19th Feb Family history cameos

Short talks given by members covering family or local history
and interesting heirlooms.

29th Mar Railways in Britain during WWI – Jeremy Nicholls
An illustrated talk showing how Britain’s railways prepared for
war in Crewe and the North West.

Alsager Group meetings are held at 7.30pm on the 3rd Monday of the month
(except August and December) at Wesley Place Methodist Church Hall, Lawton
Road, Alsager, ST7 2AF. Admission is £1 for members and £2 for non-members.
Refreshments are served after the talk, when there is an opportunity to discuss
family history with other members. There is a large car park (free) opposite the
church. Visitors are most welcome. 

Bebington Group
by Bob Wright

Future Meetings:
11th Dec Members’ Christmas Social
22nd Jan Bidston Community Archaeology
26th Feb Liverpool Territorials – Capt. Paul Knight
26th Mar Liverpool Overhead Railway – Sharon Brown
23rd Apr British Humour - Michael Murphy

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 4th Monday of the month at Bebington
Civic Centre, Civic Way, CH63 7PN.
We hold a helpdesk at Bebington Library from 10am to 12pm on the 1st and
3rd Thursdays of the month, where we can give individual assistance to our
members and the general public.
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Bramhall Group
by Susan Bickley

Future meetings:
14th Dec The Tudor Cinema, Bramhall - Janet McMurray

Followed by Christmas Party with festive spread.
11th Jan Archaeology in Cheshire - Leigh Dodd
8th Feb Looking at Old Family Photographs - David Guyton
8th Mar The Art of Criminal Conversation - Claire Moores

Researching Divorce Records.

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month in the
United Reformed Church Hall, Bramhall, SK7 2PE (corner of Robins Lane and
Bramhall Lane South). Admission charge £2.00. All visitors are most welcome.

Chester Group
by Helen Elliott

Future meetings:
December NO MEETING
25th Jan The impact of WWI on the operation of the Poor Law Act 1834

- Hayley Whitaker
22nd Feb Unearthing Cheshire's Quaker community - a peek into the

archives of the local Society of Friends - Claire Moores
29th Mar To the other side of the world ..... and back - David Guyton

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the last Thursday of the month at All Saints
Church Hall, 2 Vicarage Road, Hoole, Chester CH2 3HZ. There is a small
admission charge and parking is available. All members and visitors welcome.

Chester Group host a helpdesk on Tuesdays and Fridays at Chester History
and Heritage Centre, St Michael's Church, Bridge Street, Chester from 10am to
12noon and 1pm to 4pm. We also have a helpdesk at the library at Storyhouse
from 10am to 12noon on Tuesdays.

Computer Group – The Society’s Computer Club
by Geoff Johnson

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Hartford
Methodist Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich, CW8 3AD. There
is no charge - even the tea and biscuits are free! Open to ALL members, we
focus on a wide range of genealogy/computing topics. Discussions are
informal and audience participation is encouraged. Access to all the main
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family history websites is available at our meetings. With all attendees
suggesting search ideas, members often go home with some family history
information they have been struggling to find.

We seldom pre-arrange meeting topics, preferring instead to discuss new
websites, members’ own current problems, or generally educating members
on getting the best from their computers. The subject of each meeting is usually
announced the week before, by email or on the Club’s events webpage.

Congleton Group
by David Smetham

We held our AGM in September and we are looking forward to celebrating our
40th anniversary in 2018.  David Smetham was re-elected Group Leader, Sue
Tyers is Treasurer, Sue Parker is Projects Co-ordinator, Phil Walton is Librarian
and Lesley Smetham is responsible for welcoming new members.

Future meetings:
December NO MEETING
16th Jan Workshop: Inherited Features and Character

Bring along some family photographs and see if you have any
likeness to other members of your family or ancestors; or have you
inherited some of your character?

20th Feb Marriage Matters – Hazel Rugman
20th Mar To be arranged

Meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in Congleton
Library. There is ample parking and access to the Library is by the lower
entrance. Non-members are welcome. 

Crewe Group
by Margaret Spate

Future meetings:
December NO MEETING
9th Jan Remembering Crewe of the 1950s – Pam Minshall

Photographs of the town in the 1950s; an evening of reminiscences
rather than a formal talk.

13th Feb Cliveden: A House of Pleasure, Intrigue & Scandal - David Cooke
20th Mar Cheshire maps and mapmakers - Jonathan Pepler
(At Nantwich)The development of map-making including - estate, enclosure,

tithe and finally reference to the Ordnance Survey.
A joint meeting with the Nantwich Group, to be held at their venue
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to accommodate the larger number of attendees.
Please note change of date and venue.

Meetings are usually held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month in Room 1, at
Lifestyle Centre, Moss Square, Crewe, CW1 2BB. Please check the Crewe pages
on the FHSC website for further information on meetings.

Crewe Family History Unit
Please see the last two pages for details of the Society’s research centres.

Macclesfield Group
by Jean Laidlaw

Future Meetings:
December NO MEETING
23rd Jan Vintage tools and other unusual items – John Hambleton

An interesting entertainment in the form of a talk and a quiz about
articles from the past.

27th Feb What to do with 323 postcards – Julie Bagnall
This was the number of postcards in an Edwardian album left by
sisters Cissie and Bella; the talk gives the background to the story.

28th Mar The Impact of Macclesfield’s Mayors in the Great War
– Peter Ramsden
The mayors were Joseph Whitmore, Edwin Crew and Joseph Frost.

Meetings are usually held on the 4th Tuesday of the month at The Salvation
Army Hall, Roe Street, Macclesfield, SK11 6UT.  Doors open at 7.15pm for a
7.30pm start. Entry is through the new main door facing the Churchill Way car
park. Admission is £2 including refreshments and a ticket for the FHSC
members-only draw for a small gift. Visitors welcome.

For the latest news, please see our pages on the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.
A monthly update and reminder about meetings is emailed to subscribers on
our newsletter list. If you would like to be added to our newsletter list go to
the Macclesfield page on the website and click on Add Macclesfield to My
Groups or send a request to macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk.

Macclesfield Reflects WWI project (www.macclesfieldreflects.org.uk)
If you have any information about anyone who lived in the Macclesfield area

during WWI or would like to help please contact Rosie Rowley on
macclesfieldreflects@gmail.com.
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Middlesex Group
by David Smetham (FHSC Chairman)

Is there a member in the London area who would like to take over the running
of this group? Support will be provided - the key activities will be to arrange a
venue and meeting topics.

If any member would like to attend a meeting in London please contact me -
chairman@fhsc.org.uk.

Nantwich Group
by Sheila Mitchell

Future meetings:
December NO MEETING
16th Jan The New FHSC Website - Alan Bennett, FHSC Webmaster
20th Feb UKBMD Update - Ian Hartas
20th Mar Cheshire Maps and Mapmakers - Jonathan Pepler

A joint meeting with the Crewe Group, at Nantwich.

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Nantwich Methodist
Church Centre, Hospital Street, Nantwich, CW5 5RP. Doors open at 7.15pm
for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £2 for members and £3 for non-members,
including refreshments. Ample parking nearby. Visitors are very welcome.

Family History workshops are held 2pm - 4pm on the last Monday of the
month except July and August at Nantwich Library (upstairs); come along if
you have a query or need help with your family history. All are welcome.

Northwich Group
by Dave Thomas

Future meetings:
11th Dec Our “World Famous” Hotpot Supper and Quiz
8th Jan The Mainwarings and Peover Hall - David Young
12th Feb Disasters in Court - Angela Brabin
12th Mar WWI Conscientious Objectors - Pat Baker and Celia Davies
9th Apr The Lunar Men - David Cooke

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at Hartford Methodist
Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich CW8 3AB. Doors open at 7pm
for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £1, and non-members are most welcome. Car
park available.
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Runcorn Group
by Peter Johnson

Linda has stood down after fifteen years as Runcorn Group Leader, and Peter
Johnson has replaced her.

Future meetings:

6th Dec Liverpool Carters – Sharon Brown
Plus our Christmas Social!

January NO MEETING - Happy New Year!
7th Feb Merseyside Entertainers - Ray O'Brien
7th Mar Newspapers (and where they can lead) - Hilary Watmough

Meetings are at 7.30 pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month (except January)
at Churchill Hall, Cooper Street, Runcorn, WA7 1DH. All will be made very
welcome.

Sale Group
by Marion Hall

Sale Group are now approaching their second year and a full programme has
been arranged for 2018. We have had some interesting topics in our 2017 talks
and we hope our next year will be as inspiring.

Future meetings:

December NO MEETING
10th Jan First Name Variants - Alan Bardsley

We have all struggled with variants of names we are researching;
this could shed some light for us.
Rearranged by Alan from September 2017 due to personal reasons.

14th Feb What DID he die of - Sylvia Dillon
Exploring causes of death and where you might find death records.

14th Mar Brick Walls - David Guyton
Hints and tips on how to break down your brick walls

11th Apr A talk by Jean Laidlaw (subject to be decided)

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Trinity
Methodist Church Hall, Trinity Road, Sale M33 3ED.
Visitors are always welcome.
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Tameside Group
by Gay Oliver

Future Meetings:
13th Dec Social Evening
10th Jan Digging up the Stories of Families Buried in our Chapel

- Gay Oliver
Charting the family histories of some of the more famous people
buried in Dukinfield Old Chapel graveyard. These include:

John Armitage, who went to Brazil to form part of the•
legislature there and wrote the History of Brazil. 
Some of the Dukinfield family members who became involved•
in the slave trade.
Kate Bradbury, an Egyptologist who worked with Flinders•
Petrie
The Beatrix Potter connection,•
Links to William Gaskell and John Gaskell, Minister of this•
chapel 
The Stanley Family’s involvement with the prophet/charlatan•
John Wroe and early Islam in this country
The Cheetham Family – millowners and philanthropists•

February NO MEETING due to Chapel pantomime
14th Mar What to do with 323 Postcards – Julie Bagnall

This was the number of postcards in the Edwardian album left by
two ladies who grew up in Stalybridge and were separated in
childhood. One eventually settled in Mossley as a young woman,
married and spent the rest of her life there. This illustrated talk
describes the background to their story.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in the Old Chapel
Schoolrooms, Dukinfield - doors open at 7.00pm. There is disabled access and
both members and non-members are welcome. Entrance fees are £2 for
members and £2.50 for non members.

We have a full programme booked for 2018 - to see the programme and sign
up for our newsletters, go to www.fhsc.org.uk and navigate to the Tameside
pages.

Why not come along to one of our helpdesk sessions in Tameside Local Studies
and Archives Centre on the first and third Tuesdays each month between
2.00pm and 4.00pm, where our team of experts can help you to break down
those brick walls or get started from scratch.
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Tarporley Group
Long-term FHSC volunteer Jan Craig recently stood down as Group Leader
for the Tarporley Group.  Jan has supported the activities of FHSC in a number
of roles over the years between 1979 and 2017, including as editor of the FHSC
journal. At the Society’s AGM an engraved paperweight, given to Jan as a token
of the society’s appreciation, was accepted by Mike Craig on Jan’s behalf.

Future meetings:
January NO MEETING
7th Feb
7th Mar

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month at Little
Budworth Village Hall, Booth Avenue, Little Budworth, CW6 9BU.
Mostly we now meet for a chat, but sometimes speakers are arranged on an ad
hoc basis. Non-group members and visitors are very welcome to attend.

Wallasey Group
by Dave Beck

Future meetings:
December NO MEETING
16th Jan Social evening / party
20th Feb Trial of Dr.Tomanzie - Angela Brabin

A Liverpool doctor who performed an abortion in 1885 and the
girl died. Learn about the history of the Victorian attitude to
pregnant single women, illegitimacy, and so on.

20th Mar The Liverpool Overhead Railway - Ken Pye
By the mid-nineteenth century, the traffic around the entrances to
Liverpool’s 7½ miles of docks was severely congested. So, with
typical imagination and skill, Liverpudlians created the world’s
first elevated electric railway. Operating from 1893 to 1956 and
nicknamed the dockers’ umbrella, it ran the full length of the
Liverpool waterfront at a height of sixteen feet above ground. This
is a fascinating story of an engineering marvel.

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month except December
at Claremount Methodist Church, Claremount Road, Wallasey CH45 6UE.
Access via car park in Taunton Road. Visitors are always welcome.
We hold a helpdesk on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month, from 10am to
1pm ,at the Wallasey Central Reference Library, Earlston Road, Wallasey CH45
5DX. At these helpdesks we are able to give individual help with family history
research. All members and non-members are welcome.
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Please check the label on the mailing envelope.
This shows your membership number and
subscription renewal date. All subscriptions
need to be aligned to 1st July—please ensure
your subscription amount (see last page of
journal) & renewal are correct. The additional
numbers are “sort numbers” used by our
mailing agency. If you change your postal or
email address, please advise Maurice Stokes.

If you do not wish your address to be
stored on the Society’s computer database
of members’ interests, then please inform
the membership renewals officer (see
inside front cover).

The "M" Team
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New Members
We welcome the following new members to our society and wish them success
with their research:

No. 9342 UN Mr I JOHNSON Australia
No. 9349 UN Ray GODDARD Australia
No. 9350 UN Ms L J HARLEY Australia
No. 9378 UN Mr Richard BOND Berwickshire
No. 9401 UN Ms L CRESSWELL Carmarthenshire
No. 9432 UN Mrs S M HARTLEY Greater Manchester
No. 9436 UN Mrs A HOLT Devon
No. 9468 SA Mr George MITTON Greater Manchester
No. 9469 UN Mrs A K MOFFAT-ROBERTS Gloucestershire
No. 9473 UN Mrs Belinda MURRAY Essex
No. 9484 UN Mrs P D POLLETT West Yorkshire
No. 9491 UN Mrs F M ROBERTS Lancashire
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No. 9506 UN Mrs L A SPEIGHT Hampshire
No. 9508 UN Mrs Alma STAPLES Merseyside
No. 9514 UN Mrs M TIMMONS Cheshire
No. 9539 UN Mr P I & Mrs S CORBISHLEY Cheshire
No. 9614 MC Nicola DELVES Shropshire
No. 9615 UN Susan SHEPPARD Surrey
No. 9616 NO Geoff JACKSON Cheshire
No. 9617 UN Jennifer GRICE Derbyshire
No. 9618 UN Maureen FITZGERALD West Yorkshire
No. 9619 UN Jacqui KENTON Cardiganshire
No. 9620 BR Anne Jane STORR Greater Manchester
No. 9621 AS Denise & Barry RUSHTON/BENBOW Cheshire
No. 9622 RU Richard TUNSTALL Cheshire
No. 9623 TS Janet HARRISON Cheshire
No. 9624 UN Carole GANNON Hampshire
No. 9625 MC Mrs Victoria KENNEDY London
No. 9626 UN Mr Douglas HAMILTON Cheshire
No. 9627 UN Mrs Hilary WATMOUGH Cheshire
No. 9628 UN David BRANDRETH Derbyshire
No. 9629 UN John TOMLINSON Cheshire
No. 9631 UN Brian COOK Cheshire
No. 9632 SA Mrs A SHAWCROSS Hampshire
No. 9633 UN Jan SIM Australia
No. 9634 UN Mr J P DUNN Merseyside
No. 9635 CO Mrs Sheila BARBER Cheshire
No. 9636 NA Mrs Lesley HODGKINSON Cheshire
No. 9637 NA Mrs Patricia GREY Cheshire
No. 9638 UN Mr Peter MARSH Clwyd
No. 9639 UN Mr Stephen GREATOREX Devon
No. 9642 CH Pam HOPE Cheshire
No. 9643 NO Annette YATES Cheshire
No. 9644 NA Mrs Joy MORAN Cheshire
No. 9645 WA Mrs J M & J P DRAPER/SEABORNE Merseyside
No. 9646 AS Mrs Christina HALL Staffordshire
No. 9647 UN Mrs Mary HARRIS Cheshire
No. 9648 UN Mrs Sandra GOUGH Greater Manchester
No. 9649 UN Mrs Cheryl TURNER Cheshire
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Both locations offer free access to FindMyPast, The Genealogist and Ancestry
websites, and hold a large collection of microfilms, microfiche, books and
documents. Manned by experienced volunteers, visitors can obtain help and
advice on family and local history research. Do you have your own microfiche
but no reader? Bring them to us and view them using our fiche readers!

CREWE FAMILY HISTORY UNIT

2nd Floor, Municipal Building,
Earle Street, Crewe, CW1 2BJ
Tel 01270 685699

The Municipal Building is situated near
the market and opposite Memorial
Square and the old library. Crewe
Register Office is in the same building.

All visitors must sign in and out at reception. You will be directed to the second
floor; a lift is available.

FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist
Local parish registers on film - extensive library of books

Crewe and District and South East Cheshire local history archives
See the Crewe FHU Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website

Usual opening hours: 10am-4pm Monday and Tuesday
plus one Saturday morning each month

For Saturday dates, and changes to usual opening hours, please see this issue’s
Research Centre News or the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.

Non-members visiting for
the first time will be offered
(for a small donation) time
with a volunteer to explain
the facilities available and
advice on family history
research. Membership of
the Society is encouraged
for further visits.

The Society’s Family History 
Research Centres
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MOBBERLEY FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH CENTRE

Rajar Building, Town Lane,
Mobberley, WA16 7ER
Tel: 01565 872210

The Rajar Building is situated on the corner
of Town Lane (A5085) and Ilford Way. The
entrance is at the front of the building on
Town Lane, and the Research Centre is on
the first floor (access by stairs - no lift). 

FREE help and advice from our experienced duty volunteers
FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist

Local parish registers on film (some of which are not available online)
Extensive library of books on all topics, covering many areas of the UK

(See the Mobberley Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website)
Searchable digital archive of family history magazine back-issues and data

Nominal charge for printing and photocopying
Large tree printing, fiche/film and A2 scanning available – please enquire.

Usual opening hours: Monday-Friday 10am-4pm; closed on bank holidays.
For changes to usual opening hours, please see this issue’s Research Centre News
or the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.

Admission charges apply.
Non-members welcome but preferably should phone in advance. Non-member
entry fee £5, refundable on joining the Society on day of visit.
FREE hot drinks. Sandwiches and snacks may be purchased nearby.

Bus stop (Bucklow Ave) nearby for the half-hourly D&G Bus no. 88 from
Knutsford to Altrincham via
Wilmslow; journey time 10 mins
from Knutsford, 22 mins from
Wilmslow. See www.dgbus.co.uk.

Suggested on-street parking on
Ilford Way, Marion Drive, and on
Pavement Lane, across the road
from the Rajar Building.
Parking at weekends only at a
business park in Goostrey Way,
second right off Ilford Way.
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with a printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £18.00
UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £13.00
UK FAMILY GROUP MEMBERSHIP (all at the same address)

Above rates plus £2.00 per family
OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR -     £13.00
Special arrangements will be made for overseas members who need a printed copy.
The Society year commences on 1st July.
Membership commences on the day of receipt of an application.

New members joining between 1st July and the following 31st March inclusive will•
receive all four journals of that society year; renewal date is 1st July following
joining date.
New members joining between 1st April and 30th June will receive a•
complimentary journal; renewal date is 1st July the following year.
Cheques, etc., should be made payable to “FHS of Cheshire”.
Please ensure your payment date on your standing order is set to 1st July.

New member applications should be sent to Membership Enrolments:
Mrs Sue McNulty, 59 Cedarway, Bollington, Macclesfield SK10 5NR

Renewals, or changes of address, should be sent to Membership Renewals:
Maurice Stokes, 19 North Drive, High Legh, Knutsford WA16 6LX

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Maps: OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2016 and 2017.

ITEMS FOR THE CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
FINAL copy dates are the 15th day of January, April, July or October.
The earlier material is submitted, the more help it is to the editor.
Articles accepted digitally (in MS Word or Open Office format) on disk or by email, or
as typescript or manuscript. Suggested length 1000-2000 words.
Please email images as separate files in JPG format, preferably scanned at 300dpi, and
do not post original photos.
Publication is at the discretion of the editor and is subject to space being available;
unused items may be carried over to a later issue.
Please include your name and membership number or postal/email address.

ADVERTISING RATES
Advertisements are accepted for publication at the following rates per issue, with a
discount when the same copy is run in four consecutive issues:

Full page: £47 per issue; £170 for 4 issues
Half-page: £25 per issue;   £90 for 4 issues
Quarter-page: £14 per issue;   £50 for 4 issues

Please send a cheque payable to “FHS of Cheshire” to the Treasurer, enclosing a
stamped,self-addressed envelope if a receipt is required. Advertising copy to be emailed
or sent by post to the Editor, preferably as a pdf file (addresses inside front cover).
Note: final copy dates for adverts are TWO MONTHS prior to publication date, i.e. 1st January
for the March issue and so on.
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GROUP FOCUS
Members may attend the meetings of any of the Society’s groups.
If travelling some distance to attend a particular talk, please check with
the FHSC website or the group leader in case of a last-minute change.

CREWE GROUP

In this edition
Henry Ryder Twiss - his Part in the Great War
Bygone Sale and Baguley   Estate Tenant Lists

James and Eleanor Broadhurst: a Research Journey
Pioneers of Esperanto in Cheshire and more...

The Crewe Group meets on the
second Tuesday of each month in
Room 1, Lifestyle Centre, Moss
Square, Crewe, CW1 2BB (arrowed).
See page 70 for more details.

Crewe is also home to the Crewe
Family History Unit Research
Centre, located in the Municipal
Building.
See page 78 for more details.

Future Crewe Group Meetings

9th Jan Remembering Crewe of the 1950s – Pam Minshall
13th Feb Cliveden: A House of Pleasure, Intrigue & Scandal

- David Cooke
20th Mar Cheshire Maps and Mapmakers - Jonathan Pepler

(joint meeting with the Nantwich Group at Nantwich)

We hope to see you soon!

CHESHIRE ANCESTOR printed by: Deanprint Ltd., Cheadle Heath Works, Stockport SK3 0PR

The Family History Society of Cheshire
www.fhsc.org.uk

Location of Groups
(see inside back cover for contact details)
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