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2013 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9EL 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 
TUESDAY 15

th
 January 

Note: Meeting starts at 

2.00 p.m. 

Simon Fowler ‘Making the best use of visiting 

The National Archives’ 

Joint meeting with Hillingdon U3A 

Thursday 21
st
 February 

 

Paul Davidson 

(aided by Beryl 

Chubb, Joy Higgs 

& Barbara Nield) 

‘Benefits before Benefits: the 

Hillingdon Parish Rate Books 

17
th
 to 19

th
 centuries’ 

Thursday 21
st
 March 

 

A.G.M. ‘Family History Sources on the 

Internet: An Update’ 

 

Thursday 18
th

 April 

 

 

Ian Waller 

‘Manorial Worth: A Look at the 

Way the Manor Operated and 

What Information can be Found 

in the Records’ 

Thursday 16
th

 May 

 

Tony Mitchell ‘Uxbridge Past: Shops & 

Businesses’ 

 

Thursday 20
th

 June 

 

 

Ian Currie 

‘Frosts, Freezes & Fairs: A 

Thousand Years of Winters on 

the Frozen Thames and Other 

Rivers’ 

Thursday 18
th

 July 

 

Judy Davies ‘Old England, a Golden Age? 

What Would it Have Been Like to 

Live in a Bygone Age’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 19
th

  Sept. Open Evening Details to Follow 

 

Thursday 17
th

 October 

 

 

Pat Hilbert 

‘Watermen, Royal Watermen and 

Doggett’s: and Other Coat and 

Badge Races 

 

Thursday 21
st
 Nov. 

 

 

David Cuffley 

A Talk About the Trading 

Between the Ratcatcher and the 

Publican’ 

DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our  

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1.
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     

 
Last summer it was revealed that the population of Hillingdon had grown 

by more than 30,000 in the last decade, more than three times the 

Council’s estimated growth expectations. The 2011 census puts the 

borough’s population at 273,900, a rise of nearly 13 per cent from 242,435 

in 2001. The data also shows large rises in the number of 14 to 19 and 25 

to 29 year olds, compared to the previous census. This all set me thinking. 
 

When I was transcribing the 1841 East Sussex census a few years ago I 

came across a similar surge in population to that experienced in 

Hillingdon in 2011. They were building the London to Brighton railway at 

the time and in particular the great brick viaduct at Balcombe. It is still 

there – Grade II* Listed – 1,475 ft long, 96ft high and with 37 semi-

circular arches made of 11 million bricks! Imagine the labour needed to 

construct this enormous structure and then imagine the poor enumerator 

walking around the ‘camps’ of (mostly young) workers on 6th June trying 

to count them! And what a futile exercise – probably within a year they 

had all moved up or down the line to build another stretch of the railway. 

Balcombe’s population imploded as fast as it had exploded. 

 

Now Hillingdon’s population increase might be more permanent than 

Balcombe’s – but who is to say (particularly if Mayor Boris gets his way 

and London Airport moves to the Thames estuary)? Our grandchildren 

will have the headache of trying to find an ancestor who was caught up in 

a rising tide of population, possibly a long way from home and then may 

have been carried away elsewhere as the tide ebbed.   
 

The ease with which we can now access (over the internet) historical 

census data (remember the Land Registry Building in Portugal Street?) 

probably makes us a bit lazy in the way we use these records. Census are 

probably best described as a jigsaw which we have to put together with 

perhaps only a vaguest idea of what the picture is on the box. Entries need 

to be cross referenced to parish registers, civil registration certificates, 

trade directories and all the other sources we family history societies bang 

on about. The historical context of census results needs to be understood 

so that we can pull it all together. What was going on locally might 

explain some apparent anomaly. 
 

As an aide memoir, please find set out below the dates of when the UK 

censuses were taken; 
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Year Date Notes New Questions Asked 

1801 

1811 

1821 

1831 

27
th
 May 

28
th
 May 

30thMay 

30
th
 May 

 

Details collected were 

mainly head-counts, with 

few still existing. 

 

1841 6
th

 June  Name. Age (for those over 15, this was 

supposed to be rounded down to the nearest 

5 years, although this instruction was not 

obeyed in all cases). Occupation. Whether 

born ‘in county’ (i.e. the same as where 

currently living), elsewhere in the UK, or in 

‘Foreign Parts’. 

1851 30
th
 March  Relation to head of the household. Marital 

status. Place of birth. Whether blind, deaf or 

dumb. Language spoken (Ireland). 

Rounding down of ages dropped. 

1861 7
th

 April   

1871 2
nd

 April  Economic status. Whether an imbecile, idiot 

or lunatic. 

1881 3
rd

 April  Language spoken (in Scotland). 

1891 5
th

 April  Language spoken (in Wales).  Whether an 

employer, an employee, or neither. Number 

of rooms occupied, if fewer than 5. 

1901 31
st
 March  Number of rooms in dwelling.  Whether an 

employer, worker or working on one's own 

account. Whether working at home or not. 

Language spoken (children under 3 years of 

age excluded) (in Wales). 

1911 2
nd

 April  Industry or service with which the worker is 

connected. How long the couple has been 

married. How many children were born 

alive, how many who are still alive, and 

how many who have died. 

1921 19
th
 June  Place of work and industry Whether a 

marriage has been dissolved by divorce. 

 

1931 

 

26
th
 April 

England and Wales – 

destroyed in 1942 fire; 

Northern Ireland – no 

census 

 

 

 

                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS. Here are the deadline 

dates for submission of articles etc. for the 2013 journals. 

 

  

 JOURNAL                                                   DEADLINE DATE 

  

 JUNE                                                                             3
rd

 MAY 

 

 SEPTEMBER                                                        2
nd

 AUGUST 

 

 DECEMBER                                                        4
th

 OCTOBER 

        

 
 

This year is the 25
th

 anniversary of the founding of the Society in 1988. 

Initially it formed out of a family history further education class but soon 

grew into a distinct local family history society. For many years we were 

based at Ruislip Golf Centre but the biggest change was in 2000 when we 

moved to our current headquarters at the Hillingdon Park Baptist Church. 

It was at this time that the research room first opened and we proudly 

announced in the journal at the time that in addition to publications and 

microfiche, we also had a computer. Now we have six which are usually 

all fully utilised every day we are open. The fiche machines by 

comparison now sit mostly unused. What changes will the next 25 years 

bring? 

 

In January we experimented with our first weekday afternoon meeting. 

Even allowing for the fact that this was a joint venture with Hillingdon 

U3A Family History Group, the turnout was remarkable with the hall 

virtually filled to capacity. Two feedback comments were received; first− 

could we improve the sound amplification this we can and will do next 

time; two − can we have more afternoon meetings, this we could possibly 

do but please do let us have your views. Clearly it would be more 

difficult for people in employment, but on the other hand going out on a 

winter evening deters some people. It is a matter of balance and we will 

try and suit as many as possible. Daytime parking is an issue with a small 

car park and limited street parking, but of course the location is well 

served by bus and train. So what do you think? All comments gratefully 

received in writing please and by email if possible to 

hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE WAR  ─  1939 to ?      (No. 3) 

 

 

We have seen from the first two instalments of Daisy Buckingham’s war 

diary that she must have been a Sunday School Teacher and obviously 

attended church regularly. What we should have mentioned is that we 

have kept to her original spelling throughout. Here is the next instalment 

beginning in 1940; 

 

‘November 1
st
 Beautiful day and fairly quiet till dinnertime when we 

watched the white trails in sky from a dog-fight in distance. In the 

afternoon Lily and I did about two hours weeding of the beds in the 

village......we volunteered to weed them......till the war’s over. The night 

alert......at 6.50. Five flares......looked like a chandelier coming down. 2
nd

 

......barrage balloons......came down at 16 Nicholls Avenue, another near 

Dalton’s......all clear 11.15. 3
rd

 ‘Alert’ from 3.40 to 6.30. While taking 

two children home from church, the a-a guns started and Jerry came 

over. (2 b’s dropped). In the evening......the ‘National Anthems of the 

Allies’ on the wireless. Free night for London and most of country from 

air raid. ......57 consecutive nights of air raids on London. 4
th

 Two houses 

down at Adam and Eve, some people injured. 5
th
 Longest night alert so 

far......fourteen hours, 5 minutes. About ten dropped......6
th

 Siren ......6.15. 

I was knocking on Hitchcocks door when I heard the now familiar oom 

oom oom so I thought......I’m off home ......7
th

 At about 9.15 Jerry was hit 

over us and released his load......one on Savoy but did not penetrate roof 

people inside safe......(3) killed and some injured......outside......Whitehall 

Rd and Middleton Rd also had bombs......we heard there were 

21......swimming pool had two hits......saw two very large rings in the sky 

done by Jerry and ours up after him. ‘Night Alert’ went at 6.35. At 8.35 

first bomb dropped, then 10 minutes quiet followed by that awful rushing 

sound that precedes the ‘big bangs’. Sat in the kitchen hearing it come 

nearer and thinking ‘its ours to-night’ then the bangs, and knowing they 

were gone over – eight in that lot. Saturday 9
th
  ......sold 8s-6d worth of 

Poppies ......Mr Tyrell (a warden) showed me ......the cap of......bomb 

which was dug out and exploded on Wednesday. ......It was blown up by 

electricity. The 1000 pounder dropped on 22
nd

 made a crater 40ft deep 

and 30 feet across. ......‘Night Alert’ went at 5.50 Noisy evening. Sunday 

10
th
 To church in the Church Hall as we can’t use the Church at present. 

......Mr Neville Chamberlain died last night...... ‘I believe it is peace in 

our time’ were his words......but Hitler broke his word yet again and so 

we went to war. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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11
th
 sold poppies. Afternoon raid at Cowley – Benbow Way and Iver Lane 

B’s and machine guns. Child in pram shot in jaw. Early ‘all clear’ at 

night. 

Last Sat. saw first woman conductor on trolley-bus. Tuesday 12
th
 went 

down town, managed to get biscuits and nightlights two things that are 

very scarce. Saw Vicar he had 2 boxes of eggs! to send his son. Bars of 

chocolate are a job to get and milk chocolate is unobtainable. 

Thurs. Quiet day no ‘alert’ till 8.30. No dates, lemons, or onions now. 

Friday night was a ‘non-stop performance’......three hundred incendiaries 

were used on this district......most fell on open ground......but one went on 

a ward ......which was empty another fell on a bed and burnt an old lady’s 

leg. A bedroom suite at Moorcroft was destroyed, and St Helena’s College 

burnt out. 14
th

 Coventry suffered severely......200 dead, 800 in hospital...... 

‘comparable only to Warsaw’.  ......17
th
? Two L m’s Pinkwell Avenue and 

Cherry Lane. 18
th

 Think the bobby had a game with siren ......8 alerts 8 all 

clear in 12 hrs. Tues. Missionary sale £41. One of the 1/- parcels was 

three eggs! ......heard I got £3 – 14s – 10d in my poppy box. As Jerry and 

Italiano stop me teaching at night have started......lessons before school 

8.30 a.m. 21
st
 I was one of the ‘volunteers’ to clean up the Church......at 

night watched the ......planes going to Rugby. 27
th

 Nov. we are having it 

quieter now......28
th
 Another ‘procession’ of Jerrys at night. Think it was 

Liverpool. 27
th
 We saw 21 flares put out – a grand sight......everywhere the 

same, Jerry’s attempt to cut London off with a ring of fire but it didn’t 

work. Dec 5
th
 Quiet night......also 6

th
 and 7

th
. 8

th
  was a noisy night Lm’s at 

E......Wed. Jerry’s came again......Thurs Raiders passed over on way to 

Sheffield......Norths came home Wed. Milkman could not let them have any 

milk as supplies are limited. We were cut ½ pint the first day but haven’t 

been since. 14
th
 short alert in evening. 23

rd
 Haven’t written this for 10 

days......Sat night (21
st
) ......heavy barrage......Sunday night, 2 alerts very 

heavy barrage. 

Got 2 lemons and pound of dates from greengrocers. Sweet shops empty 

......but got ¼ lb allsorts from little shop opp school. Still getting 

Christmas cards sent me, although postage is 1d unsealed and some cards 

have purchase tax on. We have a postwomen this Christmas. A little girl 

brings our newspapers now ......went to fireman’s party......won a bottle of 

lavender water for ‘making-up’......There was a lull in aerial activity over 

Christmas but on the 29
th
  Dec. an attempt was made to burn London to 

the ground ......Firemen came from Notts and Leicester to help. ‘Pioneers’ 

helped to clear debris. R.E.s blew up unsafe & burnt out buildings with 

charged of gun-cotton’.                                                           Alan Rowland 
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REMINISCENCES OF THE WAR  ─  1939 to ?      (No. 4) 

 

 

We now move into 1941 and Miss Buckingham continues to record her 

reminiscences of raids, rationing and the reported progress of the war. 

 

‘The church hall is to be taken over by the military, so no Sunday school 

for the children. Jan 5 Fall of Bardia, seaport of Libya, General Wavell 

commanding Allied forces 70,000 Italian prisoners. At night Jerrys over 3 

or more dropped near. 7
th

 Day of ‘alerts’ and gunfire. ......cheese joined 

class of ‘unofficial’ rationed goods ‘Only sold to registered customers’ 9
th
 

Oak Farm school large hole near shelters no damage......time bomb at 

H.M.V. 18
th

 When butcher boy brought meat, said if it hadn’t been ordered 

we might not have had any......not enough to go round......have all but 8d 

of our ration, now 1s-1d a head. Had to carry 2 eggs home in my handbag 

......no bags. Foot and mouth disease at Harefield. Sunday 26
th
 Jan. 9 p.m. 

listening to the National Anthem ......lull in the night raids ......seventh 

night free in L. 23
rd

 Tobruk fell after 36 hrs fighting. Prisoners numbered 

about 25,000. On the 29
th
 ......proclamation calling up men of 18 and 19 

and 37 to 40. Day ‘alerts’ Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. On Tues 28 Jan 

Infants school was destroyed, another bomb fell direct on shelter......some 

children slightly injured......school attendance officer......received injuries 

from which he......died......As one bomb was a time bomb the road was 

shut, till Wed noon......Trolley buses turned at Long Lane and......Lees Rd 

and Marlborough Rd......gas main fractured......still under repair. 

February 3
rd

 twenty fell around about R. district in daylight......14
th
 

London had short alert last night we heard the guns. ......I have got some 

navy wool to make a muffler cap from Mrs John Mills. She has taken over 

the knitting as Mrs Leach has been away so long. ......17
th
 Another noisy 

evening. Blinding flashes. Wondered if the bomber brought down ‘near 

London’ caused it. ......19
th

 Bomb or bombs......Mr B. injured, and about 

40 windows broken at Moorcroft. ......Some killed and several 

injured......21
st
 Fighters over in early morning......During......morning 

school had warning and went to shelter......We were well shaken at night 

by bombs in three districts by balloon barrage. 1 balloon destroyed on 

ground......Friday night shell burst right overhead, jerry hit, we hear it 

came down inflames at R. ......This last fortnight has been for blood donors 

......to give blood at Ux central hall. M and A, and Mrs and Mr T have 

been that I know of. 

 
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Germans have come through Bulgaria, presumably to attack Greece from 

rear. Italians losing her battles in five places......has enough ‘courage’ left 

to bomb an earthquake stricken town (Karissa in Greece) while rescue 

work is in progress. How proud they must be of this 

achievement!......managed to get our full meat ration of 4s/4d for the four 

of us. 4
th

 Plenty of gunfire in last night’s 4hr alert......only one jerry − a 

nuisance raider. Italian’s have again bombed Karrisa.......Navy carried 

out a daring raid on Lofoten Island in Norway. British and Norwegian 

soldiers and sailors walked the streets calling ‘who’s for England?’. 

About 300 Norwegians left their beds and boarded the British warships 

for liberty. ......Margaret’s school have had a bring and buy sale of old 

toys......in aid of boots for soldiers......Margaret’s class raised £2−7s−0d 

......Jam is rationed from tomorrow.......good news −Yugoslavia rose up 

against Prince Paul......for signing pact with the Axis and two days later 

put the 17 year old King Peter in his place. ......Land, sea and air 

successes this week. ......This week’s food news. The cheese ration is 1oz a 

head, we have had some eggs. The meat ration is down to 1/- a head ......G 

had a tin hat last night for watching. ......April 18......long time since I 

wrote......Germany has attacked Yugoslavia and Greece......but even if the 

Yugoslavs have to give in a boy of 17 has made old Hitler fight for it, they 

didn’t just fall under his ‘protection’. Our troops have evacuated several 

places in Libya......some prisoners including Huns. ......on the 10
th

 a smoke 

screen was put up nearly suffocated us. Several people thought it was gas. 

......16
th

 London had......its worst night raid......Casualties heavy (official). 

Paddington No 1 platform, Selfridges, Pontings, the Temple some of the 

places hit. ......Yesterday I saw another American ambulance with the 

Stars and Stripes and Union Jack crossed on the sides. ......Yesterday 19 

men of Beckenham (Kent) A.F.S. who were killed while on stand-by at 

London on the 16
th
 (?) were buried in one grave at Beckenham. Mr F 

represented this sub-station. June 12
th
 ......Greece and Yugoslavia have 

been defeated......Crete too was lost after 12 days terrible battle. 

......Abyssinia is nearly all back in the hands of the Emperor,......we now 

have the Abyssinian National Anthem of a Sunday night. Uxbridge had a 

War Weapons Week......and raised over £282,000. ......May, Rudolf Hess 

one of the Nazi big 6 flew to Scotland......theories were put forward as to 

why he had come. ‘Hitler had sent him’, ‘Hitler had fallen out with him 

and he had come here for safety’, ‘He had a split mind and in a mood of 

repentance had flown over here’, ‘ He came to get in touch with a 

supposed Peace Party in Britain who were going to help him get back to 

Germany’. (The last seems to be the real reason). 

 
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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I thought it was something to do with fifth column activities, at any rate he 

is in safe (we hope) custody ‘somewhere in Britain’.......May 13
th

 while G 

was on fire-watch he found a boy......missing from Birmingham two days 

before! V had a new gas mask on the 27
th
 ......On the 1

st
 June clothes were 

rationed! And coupons have to be given up.......66 in a year. Some 

examples 1 coupon will get 2 handkerchiefs or a man’s collar or tie, 2 a 

pair of stockings, 3 men’s socks, 4 a petticoat, 5 slippers, boots or shoes 

(ladies), 6 nightdress, 7 a skirt, 8 child’s woolen frock, 9 man’s unlined 

mackintosh or cape, 11 women’s woolen frock, 13 man’s coat or jacket, 

14 women’s coat, 16 man’s overcoat......hats are exempt and clothing for 

children under four. Registration for eggs came into force on June 14
th
.  

W. T. (late of Parkfield) on H.M.S. Hood killed in action May 23
rd

 or 24
th
. 

The Hood was blown up by the ‘Bismarck’ which was later hunted down 

and also sunk. There were only 3 survivors from the Hood. June 21
st
 King 

Peter of Yugoslavia arrived in this country......G sent in resignation as fire 

watcher......August 26
th

 Don’t know what’s happened to the poor old 

diary! Today took back one pair of socks and got wool for another from 

Mrs. Miles......Germany has attacked Russia......Mr Winston Churchill and 

President Roosevelt have met......thrilled the world when the news became 

known......drew up a joint 8 point peace and war declaration.......Milk is to 

be rationed from October 1
st
 , ¼ pint per person a day. Onion ration is to 

be 2lb per person, (presumably for the winter)......Just recently V. J. had to 

bale out off the Isle of Man and was the only one saved of his crew. His 

first time to go on a proper flight. November 3
rd

 (Monday) Saturday 

night......first alert for some time. 2 jerry’s went over and gunfire heard 

but no ‘incident’. Russia is still fighting back hard, but the battles have 

been terrible......There has been a ‘tanks for Russia’ week......for several 

weeks every penny given to Red Cross and St John fund is going to help 

Russia. ......21
st
 October I started work at Platts......The ‘onions’ are in − 

5d a lb. On the 25
th
 of Oct at Cowley I had an orange given me and we 

had it between the four of us, also a small box of chocolates. ......The sale 

of canned meat and canned fish is forbidden till 17
th

 of November when 

they come under a ‘point rationing’ scheme 16 points a month but a 1lb 

tin of salmon takes all 16 points. ...... ‘Where is the Ark Royal? so often 

asked by the German wireless, claimed sunk 8 times by them was finally 

sunk on Friday 14
th

. It carried a crew of 1,600 but there was only one 

casualty. ......On Thursday 13
th
 the ‘No Wrapping’ order came into being. 

No goods (only food) sold over the counter to be wrapped. December 22
nd

 

Not much time to write this diary nowadays. On the 6
th
 December (Sat) 

registered for National Service......’ 

                                                                                                Alan Rowland 
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RATIONING DURING WW2 

 

 

Following Miss Buckingham’s war reminiscences in the December issue, 

Eve Martin has sent us her own recollections of WW2 rationing. Some of 

the numbers quoted differ from those given by Miss Buckingham. This 

probably stems from the alterations that were made to the number of 

coupons allocated and the tariff each rationed item carried, both of which 

changed as the war progressed. 

 

In September 1939 the first commodity to be controlled was petrol. On 1
st
 

July 1942 the basic civilian petrol ration was abolished. After that, vehicle 

fuel was only available to ‘official’ users, such as the emergency services, 

bus companies and farmers. The priority users of fuel were always, of 

course, the armed forces. Fuel supplied to approved users was dyed and 

use of this fuel for non-essential purposes was an offence. 

 

Identity cards were introduced during the War under the National 

Registration Act 1939. Everyone, including children, had to carry an 

identity (ID) card at all times to show who they were and where they 

lived. The sections in the card showing the change in address were 

important, as many people moved several times during the war. People 

had to carry identity cards wherever they went until 1952, seven years 

after the end of the war. 

 

Food Rationing began in January 1940. To weaken British resolve, the 

Germans tried to cut off supplies of food and other goods.  

 

Their submarines attacked the ships that brought supplies to Britain, so it 

was necessary to introduce a rationing scheme. This scheme was based on 

using coupons, made up into books, to limit the quantity of each of the 

specified items it was possible to purchase.  

                                                                                                                                                        

The colour of your ration book was very important as it made sure you got 

the right amount and types of food needed for your health. 

 

Most adults had buff coloured ration books, pregnant women, nursing 

mothers and children under 5 had green books. They had first choice of 

fruit, a daily pint of milk and a double supply of eggs.                                                           

 
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Each family or individual had to register with a local supplier from whom 

the ration would be bought. These details were stamped in the book and 

you could only buy your ration from that supplier. The books had to be 

handed to and the coupons signed by the shopkeeper each time rationed 

goods were bought. This meant that people could only buy the amount 

they were allowed.                                                                                                                             

 

Fourteen years of food rationing in Britain ended at midnight on 4
th
 July 

1954, when restrictions on the sale and purchase of meat and bacon were 

lifted. This happened nine years after the end of the war.                                                       

 

A typical ration for one adult per week was:                                                                           

 

Butter: 50g (2oz) Bacon and ham: 100g (4oz) Margarine: 100g (4oz)  

 

Sugar: 225g (8oz).  

 

Meat: To the value of 1s.2d (one shilling and sixpence per week. That is 

about 6p today).  

 

Milk: 3 pints (1800ml) on occasions 2 pints (1200ml).  

Cheese: 2oz (50g)  

 

Eggs: 1 fresh egg a week; dried eggs 1 packet every four weeks. 

 

Tea: 50g (2oz).Jam: 450g (1lb) every two months.  

 

Sweets: 350g (12oz) every four weeks. My mother would buy Mars bars 

on coupons and my sister and I would have a slice every evening after our 

tea. I was at Bishopshalt school when rationing of sweets ended and I, 

together with some school friends, went to buy unrationed sweets for the 

first time. I bought a Mars bar but couldn't eat it all in one go. 

 

Coupons were also needed to buy clothes. Clothes rationing began on 1
st
 

June 1941 and ended on 15
th

 March 1949. At the beginning everyone was 

given a book containing a year’s supply of 66 coupons to be used when 

buying new clothes. 

 

This was cut to 48 in 1942 and 36 in 1943. Children were allocated an 

extra 10 clothing coupons above the standard ration to allow for growing 

out of clothes during a year.  
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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The number of coupons needed to buy items of clothing is shown in the 

tables below; 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

                                                                                                  Eve Martin 
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HE WAS IN THE RIFLE BRIGADE (Part 1) 

 

 

Have you ever come to a dead end in your research and no matter where 

you look no clues can be found? 

 

I was presented with this problem when I researched my wife’s great, 

great grandfather Andrew TOLMIE (born 1821 in Loggan, Invemess, 

Scotland). He didn’t seem to be on the Scottish 1841 census yet he must 

have been alive at that time as he had married Elizabeth David (born 

1818 in Laugharne, Carmarthenshire) in Carmarthen on 27
th

 May 1847. 

She appeared on the 1851 census in Forres, Moray, Scotland as an 

Innkeeper as well as the Head of the household. So where was Andrew? 

 

Eventually, by a sheer stroke of luck, I believe I found him on the 1841 

census in Wales, listed as Army Personnel and stationed at the Barracks, 

Pillgwenglly, Newport, Monmouthshire. The census sheet does not 

however give any other information except that he was a ‘private’. 

 

Why I wondered were the military in Newport in the first place? And; 

which troops were there? 

 

Further research was needed and I found that the reason for this military 

presence was the rise of the Chartist Movement. The movement was 

formed by the working classes after the introduction of the Peoples’ 

Charter in 1838. They found it did not meet their demands which resulted 

in a series of riots in England, South Wales and Newport in particular. 

The reason that Newport figured prominently was that in May 1838 a 

Chartist ringleader, Henry Vincent, together with others in the 

movement, had been imprisoned in the town’s Westgate Hotel. He had 

been found guilty at Monmouth Assizes of making inflammatory 

speeches.  

 

Within South Wales there was great support for the Chartists and on 4
th
 

November 1839 several thousand of them marched on the town of 

Newport with the intent of liberating those imprisoned in the Westgate 

Hotel. 
 

Coal miners were in the marching group led by John Frost (see below) 

and many carried home made arms. They were defeated by the superior 

army contingent after a brief, bloody battle lasting half an hour. Twenty-

two rebels were dead and fifty wounded.                                         (contd.) 
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      The Chartist Attack on the Westgate Hotel, November 4
th

 1839 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

        Detail of the attack                                                  John Frost 
 

Interesting as this story is, of greater interest to me was who were the 

troops involved? I decided on a Google search for ‘Military in Newport’ 

which produced a number of sites one of which caught my eye; ‘Newport 

South Wales UK News for 1841’. This gave a list of newspaper articles 

for the period and I read, under the heading; 

‘Merlin, 4
th
 September 1841; Departure of the Rifle Brigade           (contd.) 
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This distinguished corps, which has been quartered here for the last 

twelve months, took its departure in three or four divisions, which 

proceeded by packet from this port for Bristol in the early part of the 

week.... ’ 
 

But further investigation revealed that the Westgate Hotel battle involved 

the troops of the 45
th
 Regiment of Foot. It seems that troops had been 

stationed in Newport permanently for some time and in ‘Welsh Journals 

Online’, covering Gwent Local History, I found the following which 

clarified the dates over which the various military units were stationed in 

Newport over that period; 
 

‘Troops were permanently stationed in the town, initially in the 

workhouse on Stow Hill and in a converted mill at PILLGWENLLY (my 

emphasis) and from 1841 in the newly built barracks.... 

The 45
th
 Regiment, victors in the ‘battle’ at the Westgate Inn, stayed until 

the end of August 1840, when they were replaced by the 2
nd

 Battalion of 

the Rifle Brigade....’ 

 

This roundabout journey confirmed that it was the Rifle Brigade on the 

1841 census and it was the 45
th
 that took part in the battle at the Westgate 

Hotel. So in 1841 Andrew at the age of twenty was a private in the 2
nd

 

Battalion of the Rifle Brigade stationed in Newport.  

 

So far I have not found his service record which is a pity because it 

should confirm many of his personal details and military career. It might 

for example record a period of service abroad which might account for 

his non appearance on the 1851 census. 

 

Having found the Rifle Brigade at Newport I then wanted to ascertain 

why they were there. I found the answer in a book entitled ‘History of the 

Rifle Corps’ by Sir William H. Cope (Bart.), published by Chatto & 

Windus, Piccadilly, London in 1877. On page 238 I found the following; 
 

‘1840: In consequence of the disturbed state of South Wales and the 

attack on Newport in November, two companies of the Battalion under 

the command of Major Irton, were ordered to march from Windsor on 

December 18
th

 to Monmouth, where they arrived on the 28
th

 of that 

month’ 

 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The soldiers were most probably two companies of the 2
nd

 Battalion, the 

Rifle Brigade and page 239 moves the scene on to 1841. No more 

soldiers arrived at the barracks before census day 1841 but later in the 

year;  

 

‘....South Wales continuing in a disturbed state, two companies marched 

from Windsor to Brecon, one to Pontypool, one to Swansea, and one to 

Merthyr Tydfil on 22
nd

 August and arrived at their destinations on 

September 1
st
  and 2

nd
.  On August 24

th
 the Headquarters marched to 

Newport, Monmouthshire .....’ 

 

So it is quite possible that Andrew was in Wales for some time. Was it 

then that he met his future wife Elizabeth David? 

 

Andrew does not appear on to the 1851 census but his wife Elizabeth, 

now called Betsy, is found not in Wales but in Scotland. Was the missing 

Andrew still serving in the military perhaps abroad? 

 

The Scottish 1851 census records Betsy as an Inn Keeper, head of the 

household, born in Wales, age 29 and residing at l Caroline Street, 

Forres, Moray. With her were three children, John born 1847, George 

born 1849 and Thomas born 1851. Andrew was obviously still around 

because Charles was born in 1853 and in I855 Andrew Frederick who 

was my wife’s great grandfather. Interestingly on the 1881 census he 

turns up in Carmarthen, South Wales - but that is another story! 
 

Two years after the birth of Andrew Frederick, Betsy died at Forres, 

Scotland, her age was recorded as 30. With the loss of their mother what 

happened to the children? I hoped that the census of 1861 would answer 

this question but it didn’t and neither did the 1871 census. Not only were 

the children missing but Andrew senior did not appear either. I then 

searched all the UK censuses again without success. 
 

This raised the question; were Andrew senior and all his remaining 

family in the U.K. or were they abroad? I discovered a vital clue when I 

found that Andrew senior died, in 1899 aged 79 in Deniliquin, New 

South Wales, Australia. Could it be that after Betsy's death Andrew 

senior decided the future for him and the children lay in Australia? If 

correct this is why I have been unable to find them in U.K. For the 

moment I will leave the question open and return to it at some future 

date.  
                                                                                                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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What I do know is that his son, Andrew Frederick, was back in Wales by 

1877 when he married Margaret Davies in Carrnarthen. In the 1881 

census he was working in Llandifielog, Carmarthen for the wealthy 

Jennings family. He worked for them for many years eventually rising 

from servant to butler but that is another story of High Society in 

Carmarthenshire and the social whirl surrounding the gentry at that time!  

  

                                                                                                 John Bridger 

Acknowledgement: Pictures from Google Images. 
 

Additional note on the ‘Rifle Brigade’ 

The Rifle Brigade was originally formed in I800 as an elite body highly 

trained in the use of firearms. Initially soldiers were allocated from all 

the infantry regiments but this was later changed to volunteers. 

Originally called the ‘Rifle Corps’ it was renamed in 1802 as the 95
th
 

(Rifle) Regiment of Foot. Then in 1816 it was renamed yet again as ‘The 

Rifle Brigade’. In modern times it became ‘The Green Jackets’ and is 

currently known as ‘The Rifles’. 

 

 

 

ANOTHER STRANGE TURN OF EVENTS 

 

 

One of the fascinations for me of this hobby, pastime, pursuit or perhaps 

even obsession of ours is the way that the unexpected sometimes appears 

out of nowhere. So it was with the arrival of another email. 

 

Most of our readers will be familiar with FreeBMD, probably one of the 

biggest volunteer efforts ever undertaken by the family history 

community. It is a searchable record of the G.R.O. England and Wales 

birth, marriage and death registers and many of us regularly use it 

especially now that coverage is so extensive.  

 

What might be less well known is the feature that enables users to add 

information about an entry, for example if they possess a copy of a 

relevant certificate relating to the entry or indeed any other information. 

This is done by means of attaching a ‘Postem’ and any user can submit a 

limited amount of text concerning the entry. Instructions for so doing are 

on the website. 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In the course of my researches I have come across a couple of ‘Postems’ 

submitted by others, which were very helpful. Recently I noticed a letter 

in a family history magazine suggesting that if researchers submitted 

basic details for any certificates held by them (plus an email address), it 

would help others – and may even save the cost of purchasing the 

certificate. I was rather taken by this notion and resolved to submit 

‘Postems’ for all the older certificates I had previously bought. I 

completed this exercise but the number of certificates involved was a 

little alarming – best not to calculate how much I had spent! 

 

These resulted in a few enquiries which I was able to answer but then one 

out of the ordinary appeared. This was from a university professor who 

was studying the life and times of one Arthur SYMONS, a writer and 

poet in the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 centuries. Arthur was a fairly distant 

cousin of mine and as you will have guessed from the name, we share a 

common ancestor from Cornwall.  

 

Many years ago I wrote an article about Arthur for our journal and in 

order to obtain additional information about him I purchased a copy of 

his biography ‘Arthur Symons – A Life’ by Karl Beckson. I don’t 

remember how much I paid for this but it certainly was not eye 

wateringly expensive. 

 

Replying to the professor’s email I was able to furnish copies of Arthur’s 

will as well as that of his wife. Most of the essential details of his life 

were in the public domain as a quick Google revealed and as a postscript, 

I made mention of this biography. He replied that the book was now out 

of print but second hand copies were available at a price. Intrigued I 

checked this on Amazon, Abebooks, etc., and found the cheapest (not in 

the ‘best’ condition) were fetching £38. Those in ‘good’ or ‘excellent’ 

condition (which mine is) will sell for well in excess of £100.  

 

The upshot of all this is that my volume is now safely and securely stored 

to prevent any significant deterioration. But why, you may ask, is it worth 

so much? I understand there are two main factors; first the rarity value in 

that there was a limited print run and that no further copies will come off 

the press, and second there is significant interest in the subject. Having 

read a few of Arthur’s own works this seems to me a little surprising but 

his fame might possibly owe more to association with W. B. Yeats, Oscar 

Wilde and many others from his era. But who am I to say?  

                                                                                                 John Symons 
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FOLLOW UP 

 

 

Jane RYDER, a member who lives in Canada, has sent us the following 

information to augment her article that appeared in the June 2012 journal. 

 

My grandfather’s younger brother, Robert RYDER, won the Victoria 

Cross in WWI and I knew that he was the model for the Middlesex WWI 

memorial statue in the former Middlesex Guildhall. I had searched for 

some time for a picture of this statue without success but in November 

2012 I found this link to the London Remembers website which has 

pictures of the memorial; 

 

http://www.londonremembers.com/memorials/middlesex-regiment-

war-memorial 

 

Members may be interested in viewing the memorial via the web but for 

those for whom this is not possible we show it here. 

  
                                      

                                                                                                           
 
  

ONE QUESTION ANSWERED − ANOTHER POSED! 
 

 

With a family name of BONTEMS one might think it would be easy to 

find a marriage.  Often this has been so with, so far, one exception.  I just 

could not find John Francis BONTEMS’ marriage to Martha Violet 

Smart. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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He was a musician and she was an actress so they did move around. He 

was born in Kent, she in Glasgow and their son in Leicester! 

 

I remember my Mother saying he was the Black Sheep of the family, but 

sadly at that time I had no interest in the ‘old fogies’ of family history!  In 

the 1911 census John was living, married, a Professor of Music, with his 

parents in Leicester.  There was no sign of his wife or son, who was born 

in 1904.  Later I found Martha (Actress) boarding with a family in 

Rhondda. This was a breakthrough; she was recorded as married for 15 

years with one child living and although John was not with her it gave me 

fresh hope that there was a marriage out there somewhere. I had begun to 

think that they had not married and that was why my Mother had 

described him as a Black Sheep.  

 

The answer popped up out of the blue whilst I was browsing, a favourite 

pastime!  There they were - in Northern Ireland!  They married on 21
st
 

January, 1896, by licence in the Registrar’s Office, Armagh.  He was 

allegedly 24 (actually 20), and she 22 (actually 18).  The story goes that 

John Francis left Martha and that their son, John Steward BONTEMS, 

was brought up by his paternal grandmother in Leicester. It remains a 

mystery where John Steward was at the time of the 1911 census as he 

was not with his mother, father or Grandmother BONTEMS. It will be 

interesting to see where he 'pops up'. Scotland perhaps! 

 
 

                                                                                              Barbara Nield. 

 

 

 

THE 1948 OLYMPICS AND THE AIRCRAFT APPRENTICES 

 

 

The photograph on the front of the December edition of the Journal is one 

that has appeared several times over the years in the local newspaper. 

Every time I see it my mind goes back over the years to the time I joined 

the Royal Air Force as an Aircraft Apprentice in 1947 at Halton, near 

Wendover in Buckinghamshire. The athlete receiving the torch from the 

gentleman wearing a chain of office is Eric Dafter. I knew him because 

like me he was a member of the Apprentices cross country team. 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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At Halton every Wednesday afternoon was devoted to sport. Not every 

young man was inclined to be a sportsman, so some individuals made a 

point of ‘skiving off’ if they possibly could. There were about 190 in my 

entry and just after I had enlisted, on what I recall as a fine day in 

October 1947, a large number of us took part in a cross country run. I was 

excited by this and enjoyed the run which was round the airfield and 

through part of Wendover woods. I finished in about 8th position. The 

next thing I knew was that my name appeared on the notice board to 

attend for training for the cross country team. I never looked back and 

henceforth I was a regular runner in the team. 

 

Eric Dafter was senior to me and a fine runner and it was gratifying to 

know that he was one of two apprentices selected to carry the Olympic 

torch. 

 

                                                                                               Ron Lightning 

 

 

BRITISH NEWSPAPERS 

 

 

Probably one of the most significant recent additions to genealogy online 

databases is that of the British Newspaper Archive (which we have 

mentioned in previous issues) to the FindmyPast web site. So if you have 

a FMP subscription you are able to access the newspaper data without 

any further charge. 

 

The notional range of dates is from 1710 to 1950 but at present the 19
th
 

century seems to have most to offer with a wide range of titles but more 

20
th
 century issues will appear in time. Following the AGM on Thursday 

21
st
 March we hope to cover this in more detail however if you can why 

not try it out. Finding the reference you need might be difficult as the 

index text has been scanned using optical character recognition so errors 

are common. The standard searching advice is therefore particularly 

relevant here: only put a minimum of information in the search boxes and 

refine it further if needed by dates, location etc. With any luck you will 

find a number of references to your ancestors which will provide a degree 

of context about the life of your family members which you are unlikely 

to find elsewhere. Why not check out this resource and if you find 

something interesting that you didn’t know before, send it to us for 

inclusion in the journal.  
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DIARY OF A WWII SOLDIER (Extract) 

 

 

The wartime diary of Miss Buckingham that featured in the December 

journal has encouraged a non member, who was shown the original piece, 

to write an article. Both the person in question and her husband, William 

Gerald A…, were born and brought up in Hillingdon and although they 

now live in Surrey they are still interested in our area. The story involves 

her husband’s father (also a William Gerald) and the war time diary that 

he kept as a serving soldier in WWII. It is tinged with sadness, for 

William senior departed these shores before William junior was born and 

so never saw his son. 

 

‘Like many other wartime babies, Bill never knew his father. Bill’s dad 

kept a diary or ‘Log Book’ as he called it, from 19
th
 July 1942 until 25

th
 

January 1943.  

 

The sad thing for me is that Bill’s mum, Eveline, occasionally mentioned 

this diary but when she did she always said ‘You won’t see it’. After she 

died we had to clear her house and it was then that we found the diary in 

a cupboard alongside the armchair that she always sat in. So Bill and I 

were unable to tell her what a lovely man we feel he must have been. He 

was her secret and she must have had very special memories of him. 

After all, she was seven and a half months pregnant when he marched off 

to war. 

 

On 7
th
 July, 1944 he was sitting in the back of a troop carrier which 

collided with an American vehicle. He was thrown onto the road which 

resulted in a fractured skull and he died at the age of 25.   

 

Here then are some of the poignant entries from his little book, which 

was started in Weston on Trent and ended in the Calcutta region of 

Northern India. 

 

Sunday 19th July 1942 

Wedding Anniversary 

Issued with tropical kit on 14th May 42. Tomorrow is the zero hour when 

we are expecting to go ahead. I hope a miracle happens that we don’t go. 

Went to church this morning, went to bed in afternoon and on P.A.D. this 

evening so have had a day in camp. 
 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Tuesday 21st 

On military training this morning after we have finished P.T. To start 

with it is Bayonet fighting which I hate. Wrote for some privilege tickets 

for the weekend just in case we are still here which I think we will be. If 

so I am going to see the O.C. for some compassionate leave to see the 

wife. 

 

Wednesday 22nd 

Had my interview with the O.C. for some compassionate leave but he 

couldn’t give me any. Another lecture on the Tommy Gun all the 

afternoon. Things look rather bad now, but there is still time for a 

miracle to happen which I hope will. 

 

Friday 7th August 

Weather is still very hot at the moment, the sweat is running off of me.  

We have got paid. 10/- shillings a week is all we are getting. Is very 

interesting to see all the flying fish that are about here. They are about as 

big as a herring with wings on. We are hoping to sight land about 

Sunday. Everything going ok up to present. Must write to the wife again 

tonight. 

 

Tuesday 11th 

Baskets attached, you send down the money first then get the fruit. Some 

of the Negroes speak good English and some just a few words. It’s very 

nice to see but I would much sooner be at Uxbridge with the wife. The 

weather is very warm but it has rained all day just the same. 

 

Saturday 12th September 

It seems to get hotter every day. How I would like to be in England now 

instead of melting away here. Had boat drill and P.T. The crew are 

running a book on the St. Ledger race. It’s terrible in the hold tonight. 

 

Friday 9th October 

On fatigues again. It looks like I have come about 17,000 miles to do 

fatigues.  I could have done that in England. Had a walk around in the 

evening. 

 

Thursday 29th 

Got to work today and was very sick and I felt very bad all day and got 

back and bought some aspirins and was sick again so went straight to 

bed. 
                                                                                                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Original Pages from William Gerald A…’s Diary 

 

Thursday 5th November 

Work starts once more. We travel to Jainti again. I wrote 2 airgraphs but 

goodness knows when I shall be able to post them for it all relies on Pay 

Day. 

 

Sunday 22nd 

On Church Parade this morning. It was quite a nice Service, only lasted 

about 25 minutes. Was finished for the day after that until 6 oclock when 

I went on guard. 

 

Sunday 29th November 

I am very happy over the good news I received yesterday about our Son 

being born, on the 2nd of Sept. at 8.45pm and 6 ¾ lbs. So little Billy will 

be about 3 months old now. 

Had a Blanket Shaking Parade and now finished for the day.  Saw a good 

football match this evening. Left half v Right half.  Sent airgraph to 

Eveline. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Thursday 10th to Thursday 17th December 

Nothing much has happened in the last 7 days, just the old routine of 

going on the Railway. I have been at a place called Barsoi Junction. It’s 

about 120 miles from our place so we do a bit of travelling in the week. 

 

Monday 25th January 1943 

Went fishing this morning but caught nothing. Came back for lunch and 

had two letters waiting for me. One from Mum and one from Eve dated 

28 Sept. I think we are on the move again. All night work cancelled. I 

think we are off to Calcutta this time to work a dock railway but not 

certain of it. 

 

The pages following the last entry carry some horrific pictures and photos 

of life in India at that time. Maybe he thought his diary was futile, 

compared with what he had witnessed.’ 

 

                                                                      Transcribed by Alan Rowland 

 
 

GUILTY OF FRAUD? 

 

After many years of happy research 

into my family history one character 

stands out from all the others, namely 

my great great grandfather Alexander 

McEWAN who was born in Wigan in 

1817. 

He was a civil engineer mainly 

employed in the mining industry but 

he also had other business interests in 

London and elsewhere. I was lucky 

that there were only a few men with 

the name Alexander McEWAN in 19
th
 

century England and I got the habit of 

searching for him in any databases I 

came across just on the off chance 

that I would discover something.  

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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When the Old Bailey records came online I looked for him there, thinking 

perhaps he'd been the victim of a crime or a witness perhaps, but I wasn't 

prepared for what I found. 

In 1875 an Alexander McEWAN had been convicted of fraud. I was sure 

he couldn't be mine but as I skimmed through the record of the trial I 

noticed that he lived in Rhyl, North Wales. Oh dear! He was my ancestor. 

This was quite a shock because not a whisper of it had come down 

through the family. His son was only five at the time and I'm sure he 

grew up knowing nothing about it. The account of the trial was lengthy so 

I printed it off and found it ran to 31 pages. It proved to be a fascinating 

read, giving me details of Alexander's business dealings that I could 

never have discovered anywhere else.  

At first I found the proceedings of the trial quite confusing but eventually 

I managed to put the events in chronological order so that it all made 

sense. 

The sorry tale began in 1874 when Alexander and William 

McCORKELL formed a partnership, McCorkell & Co. William said he 

had been a Justice of the Peace in Jamaica and had obtained permission 

from the Jamaican government to rescue treasures from the submerged 

city of Port Royal.  

So it seems that William, just like my Alexander, was prepared to try all 

sorts of ventures to keep the money coming in. They planned to export 

goods, mainly cloth, to the Continent. Alexander may have had some 

experience in this field because his father had been a draper. They rented 

an office at 8 Queen Victoria Street in the City of London and engaged a 

clerk, Charles BEARDSELL. Unfortunately they had one rather large 

snag to overcome - neither of them had any cash to put into the business.  

Alexander however, had a one third share in a chrome ore mine at 

Eibenthal in Hungary and he intended to bring some of this ore to 

England to sell. He was confident that by the beginning of October the 

sale would realise some £20,000 and he intended to put this sum into the 

partnership. This was most interesting because our family had always 

wondered why we had a photograph of Alexander taken in Mehadia, 

Hungary and a look at a map revealed the town was quite near to the 

chrome ore mine. 

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The partners began to order goods from companies in London, 

Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds, assuring them that they would be 

able to pay them by the 1
st
 October. Alexander had brought a sample of 

the ore to England for testing and he was now trying to arrange for a large 

quantity to be shipped over. Meanwhile the bills went unpaid. By the 

beginning of November the ore was still in Hungary and Henry Page, 

shipping agent for a woollen draper in Leeds, lost patience and went to 

the Mansion House to apply for a warrant. A few days later he happened 

to meet Charles BEARDSELL in Gutter Lane and mentioned the warrant, 

although he didn't tell him that it had already been granted. 

On the 12
th

 November Alexander and Charles were out and about in the 

City and as they walked around the corner of Cheapside and Old Jewry 

they were arrested by John Moss, a City Detective Sergeant.  

At the police station they were ordered to empty their pockets and 

Alexander was found to have on him just one halfpenny, a business diary 

for 1874, prospectuses for three mining companies and a report on the 

Eibenthal mining company. The detective then went to Alexander's 

rooms at a lodging house at 3 Circus Place, Minories to see what he could 

discover there. 

He found a number of interesting documents and before he left who 

should turn up but William McCORKELL so he arrested him too. John 

Moss also visited the offices in Queen Victoria Street where he found 

among other papers a prospectus and map of the Hungarian Chrome and 

Iron Company and the partnership agreement between Alexander and 

William which was endorsed as having been cancelled on 1 September. 

It turned out that Alexander had cancelled it because William had tried to 

make him responsible for debts which had occurred before their 

partnership began. Six days later the men were brought before the Lord 

Mayor and charged with conspiracy to defraud and after a further hearing 

they were remanded in Newgate. This was the prison used to hold 

persons awaiting trial. 

The case was heard at the Old Bailey on 11th January and lasted for four 

days, but after deliberating for nine hours the jury was unable to reach a 

verdict and was dismissed.  

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Unfortunately the proceedings of this trial are not available on the web 

site. A second trial took place on 1st February and a number of witnesses 

were questioned. It was established that Alexander did indeed own a 

share of the Eibenthal mine, but it was mentioned that it had been the 

subject of a case in the Chancery Courts. I'd love to follow that up, but I 

think such cases are very difficult to access. It was also stated that he was 

well known in Budapest and had an account at the Anglo-Hungarian 

Bank there. 

When it was the defence lawyers’ turn to speak they insisted that when 

the partners had started their business they had not intended to defraud 

anybody. They felt it had been shown that Alexander had tried his utmost 

to sell the ore and they reminded the jury that highly respectable 

witnesses had given the prisoners excellent character references. They 

also pointed out that McCorkell & Co. had kept proper accounts and 

copies of letters and invoices and when Henry Page had mentioned 

applying for a warrant the accused didn't take the chance to leave London 

in order to evade the law. Unfortunately this jury had a very different 

view from the jury at the first trial and took just ten minutes to bring in a 

guilty verdict. The judge then told the men that they had been found 

guilty of a very serious offence. He said they were men of education and 

intelligence and must have known that they were trading in a manner 

which could not be tolerated in a commercial community. They were 

sentenced to 18 months hard labour at Holloway.  

I'm sure that the verdict came as a dreadful shock. Alexander was 57 

years old, all his family were miles away in Wales and he was going to be 

locked up in Holloway which at this date was the House of Correction for 

the City of London. At least the regime there would not have been as hard 

as that in a prison. I know I'm biased, but I truly believe that Alexander, 

William and Charles had no intention of committing fraud. Of course on 

the other hand I'm delighted that they stood trial because I now feel much 

closer to Alexander. 

The Old Bailey web site is simple to use and you'll probably find, like 

me, you get engrossed in cases that are nothing to do with your own 

family. I thought it was only the most serious cases that were held at the 

Old Bailey, but I've also found a policeman ancestor giving evidence in 

several cases and a barge builder who had his oars stolen. 

                                                                                        Heather Leonard 
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A NEW FEATURE ─ HILLINGDON LOCAL STUDIES SERVICE 

 

 

Members may know that located in the H.T. Hamson room, on the first 

floor of Uxbridge Library, is the Local Studies Service. We intend to 

introduce a regular feature from the Group covering some aspect of their 

work. We begin with a brief résumé from Paul Davidson outlining their 

beginnings and what can be found there.   

 

‘The H T Hamson room and collections’  

 

Hillingdon’s local studies collection was founded in the 1930s by H T 

Hamson, one-time editor of the Middlesex Advertiser and Gazette and 

chairman of Uxbridge Library Committee. The first listed donation to the 

‘Hamson collection’ was a decorative gridiron which had taken pride of 

place outside Grainge’s ironmongers in Uxbridge High Street. Other 

early acquisitions included a Victorian policeman’s truncheon and iron 

man trap. Hamson also collected illustrative material, including a 

coloured sketch of the noted Uxbridge orator, 

George ‘Nobby’ Casey. The first documents 

to be donated were a set of 18th century 

letters between members of the Scott family 

in Long Lane, Hillingdon and Florida, USA. 

This eclectic mix of objects, pictures and 

archives continues to form the basis of the 

modern Hillingdon Local Studies, Archive 

and Museum Service.  
 

Articulated wooden toy, undated 
 

 

Based in the ‘Hamson room’ in Uxbridge Library and open six days a 

week, we offer a wealth of printed resources, including back issues of the 

Uxbridge Gazette and local directories from the mid 19th century. Our 

museum collection has grown to over 2600 objects, mainly domestic 

items but including flints and mammoth teeth unearthed at Yiewsley.  

Our archive collections date back to the 1180 Basset’s Grant by which 

Uxbridge was first given the right to hold a market.  
 

We are also the official archive for the London Borough of Hillingdon, 

from whom we recently acquired a comprehensive set of hand-painted 

early 19th century parish maps. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Managed by librarian and 

archivist Carolynne Cotton, 

our team devotes much time 

to cataloguing material for 

the benefit of visitors and 

researchers. We are aided in 

this by an enthusiastic team 

of volunteers, see left, 

including H.F.H.S. members 

who at present are carrying 

out the transcription of 

Hillingdon parish poor relief 

records-a fascinating insight into the 17th and 18th century social life. 

We also host regular talks and exhibitions and our current exhibition, 

‘The History of Hillingdon in 100 objects’, explores the Borough’s past 

from prehistoric to present. The eclectic items on display include a 

medieval vase from Pynchester moat in Ickenham, a set of Civil War 

coins and a 1788 volume of handwritten accounts by the lord of Colham 

Manor. We are sure that H T Hamson would have approved! 

                     Section from Hillingdon Enclosure Map 1825 

                                                                                              Paul Davidson 
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A TALK ─ USING THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE 

 

 

Our January meeting was our first joint venture with U3A and the 

speaker was Simon Fowler. Simon worked at the National Archive for 

many years but now uses it extensively in his research work. 

 

The National Archive dates back to 1837 when it was the Public Record 

Office for England and Wales. Scotland and Ireland have their own 

archives. 

 

The National Archive at Kew holds historic government records, 

preserves material for future generations and collects current government 

records. Government records are mostly made available after 30 years but 

this will be reduced to 20 years. There are over 150 miles of records and 

about 1% of all government papers are retained each year. Certificates of 

Birth, Marriage and Death are not kept at the National Archive and 

neither are wills.  

 

Some records (about 5%) are available online from The National 

Archives and commercial suppliers Ancestry or Find my Past. These 

include Censuses, service records, naval records, passenger lists, 

occupational records, merchant seamen and court of Canterbury wills 

1485-1857. See www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. You will not find online 

army officer records, war diaries, muster rolls, tax records, maps, 

photographs and ephemera. 

 

There is also an on line shop and some excellent research guides, as well 

as information about bookings, the museum, and lectures. 

 

There are three research rooms at the National Archive, one of which is 

an open reading room with microfiche and computers. Ancestry is 

available free in the reading room but to look at original material a 

readers ticket is required. The ticket, which lasts for three years, is readily 

available by filling in a form and presenting proof of identity and address.   

 

The National Archive’s catalogue (DISCOVERY) is available on line and 

is best consulted before a visit. It describes documents and sometimes 

lists people who appear in records. Double quotations should always be 

used when using the catalogue to search for an ancestor. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Simon advised that it was best to narrow catalogue searches using 

refinements and advanced searches.  

See discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk.   

 

He also advised not to search the archives via the space at the top right of 

the website (it will produce too many results). Other useful catalogues 

include ARCHON, National Register of Archives, Access to Archives. 

 

Simon answered questions from the floor at the end of his talk and we 

learnt from his answers that: 

The National Archive is closed Sunday and Mondays. Tuesdays and 

Thursdays are often the busiest days.  

Cameras without flash are allowed to be used and the archive has camera 

stands which help when photographing documents. 

 

Simon’s talk was informative and interesting and a good start to the 

Society’s programme of speakers for 2013. 

 

                                                                                      Charles Hampshire.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

 

Tom Morgan, one of the editorial team, celebrated with his wife their 

70
th

 wedding anniversary. We are sure that all our readers will send 

belated congratulations to them both.  

 

We do not see Tom at the research room now but John Symons and I visit 

Tom’s home for our editorial committee meetings. Lorna, Tom’s wife, 

always provides a welcome and supplies coffee and biscuits. So a big 

thank you to both of them.  

 

                                                               John Symons and Alan Rowland     
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 

 

This is the first journal of the New Year 

so to all members who paid their 

subscription early − many thanks (even 

though some were still without their 

renewal forms)! 
 

The membership total for 2012 was 232; 

this was down on the previous year so we 

must still try to encourage more people to 

join this year. 

 

Thank you also for all the lovely Christmas cards and letters of 

appreciation addressed to both me and the committee.  

 

An extra thank you must also go to all those who made donations to the 

society during 2012. 

 

Best wishes to all members for 2013. 

 

                                                                                                 Pat Reynolds 

 

 

WELCOME TO A NEW MEMBER 

 

J14 Mrs. Linda Jamieson 

Email: Jamieson43@btinternet.com 

2 Vicarage Close, Ruislip, 

Middlesex. HA4 7TD 

  
 

MEMBERS REJOINED 

 

K26 Miss Lesley Kitchen 21 Ash Walk, Wembley, 

Middlesex. HAO 3QN 

U2 Mr. Peter Underwood 

Email: pete@i-box.tv 

13 Edinburgh Close, Ickenham, 

Middlesex. UB10 8RA 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS/EMAIL  

 

A28 Mr. Robert Adamthwaite 

 

Email: joan.adamthwaite@talktalk.net 

7 The Firs, Chestall Road, 

Cannock Wood, 

Staffs. WS15 4SJ 

A29 Mrs. Joan Adamthwaite 

 

Email: joan.adamthwaite@talktalk.net 

7 The Firs, Chestall Road, 

Cannock Wood, 

Staffs. WS15 4SJ 

D37 Mr. Alan Dann 

 

Email: aadann@aevumliving.com.au 

Tarneit Skies Retirement 

Village, 75/250 Thames Blvd. 

Tarneit, Victoria 3029 Australia 

M35 Mrs. Janet McRobbie 

Email: janetmcrobbie@hotmail.com 

41 Fraser Road, RD1, 

Pokeno 2471 New Zealand 

O7 Mrs. Janet O’Brien 

Email: janob29@hotmail.co.uk 

 

O8 Mr. Peter O’Brien 

Email: janob29@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

RESIGNATIONS FROM THE SOCIETY 

 

B8 Mrs. Barbara Battams 23 Dudley Drive, South Ruislip, 

Middlesex. HA4 6QN 

B90 Mrs. Jennie Beadle 

Email: jenniebeadle@gmail.com 

 

P52 Mrs. Diane Prebble 

Email: prebble@toucansurf.com 

4 Eastglade, Northwood, 

Middlesex. HA6 3LD 

P60 Mr. Cliff Potter 42 Campden Road, Ickenham, 

Middlesex. UB10 8EU 

 

 

 

OBITUARY 

 

Members will be sorry to hear of the death of Peggy Rushworth. Peggy 

was a member from 1998 to 2011 and was a regular at our meetings 

during this time.  

 

Our sympathy goes out to her family and friends. 
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WEST MIDDLESEX FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

 

Regular meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each month 

at Montague Hall, Montague Road, Hounslow and start at 7.45 pm. 

Meetings include talks on aspects of family or local history. 

 

In addition, many of the Society's resources and indexes are normally 

available for consultation from about 7.15 pm.  

 

Please note that parking in the adjacent car park on Montague Road is 

free after 6.30 pm. 

 

 

2013 PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS. 

 

 

Date Title  Speaker 

18
th
 Apr. Jewish Genealogy Gordon Barnett 

16
th
 May Is the internet killing the chase? Jeanne Bunting 

20
th
 Jun. From Barter to Barclaycard and 

Beyond: 5000 years of spending 

habits 

Dick Selby 

18
th
 Jul. Members' Evening  

15
th
 Aug. What Happened to Lucy? Ian Waller 

19
th
 Sep. And the Wheels Went Round: 

Stories of cycling home and away, 

romance and races in the 1930s 

and 1940s 

The Reminiscence 

Roadshow 

17
th
 Oct. The London Labyrinth. Libraries, 

archives and record offices 

Kathy Chater 

21
st
 Nov. Poverty and Madness from 

Stepney to Colney Hatch 

Louise Taylor 

19
th
 Dec. Christmas Social and Researching 

Publican and Brewery Ancestors 

Sylvia and Simon 

Fowler 
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HEDGERLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

Unless otherwise stated all meetings take place at 8pm in the 

Hedgerley Memorial Hall, Kiln Lane, Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire, 

SL2 3UZ.  

Secretary: John Lovelock, 13 Coppice Way, Hedgerley  

                                           Buckinghamshire. SL2 3YL  

Tel: 01753 647187  email: jdlovelock@btinternet.com 
 

 

Date 2013 PROGRAMME Speaker 

27
th
 APR. Langley Park History Trail, Meet 10am 

Langley Park Visitor Centre SL0 0LS 

John Watson  

4
th

 MAY Exploring Britain’s Lost Railways. 8pm 

Tickets Adults £12 Children £8 

Paul Atterbury 

15
th
 MAY Stanley Spencer in Cookham Stephen Palmer 

 

18
th
 MAY 

Walk around Cookham Village & 

Gallery Visit. Meet 10.30am Stanley 

Spencer Gallery High St Cookham SL6 

9SJ 

 

Stephen Palmer  

 

19
th
 JUN. Still life: Flashbacks to a life in film Michael Rice 

3
rd

 JUL. Royal Windsor Guided Walk. 

Meet 7.30pm TIC Windsor Central 

Station SL4 1PJ  

Laura Comley-Smith 

18
th
 SEP. Victoria County History Dr Simon Townley 

 
 

 

RUISLIP, NORTHWOOD & EASTCOTE L.H.S. 

 

 

Meetings are held in St Martin's Church Hall, High Street, Ruislip at 

8.15pm. For further information, please contact The Programme 

Secretary on 01895 673299. 

 

2013 LECTURE PROGRAMME. 

 

 

15
th
 April 

History and Functions  

of the Bank of England 

Tim Kidd 

London Blue Badge 

Guide 
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UXBRIDGE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

 

All meetings take place at Christ Church, Uxbridge, at 7.30 p.m. unless 

otherwise stated. 

 

PROGRAMME 2013 

 

 

16
th
 Apr. 

Annual General Meeting 

followed by: Glimpses of Old 

Uxbridge 

 

Ken Pearce 

21
st
 May Members’ Social Evening 

Details To Be Announced 

 

 

The Society completes its year by arranging visits to places of historical 

interest in a series of full-day, half-day and evening excursions.  TBA 

 

 

 

BUCKS F.H.S. OPEN DAY 2013 

 

 

Buckinghamshire Family History Society will hold their Open Day on  

Saturday 27th July 2013, from 10am to 4pm at: 

 

The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH. 

 

Research facilities will include our names database, Parish Register, 

People and Places libraries. Parish Register transcripts and other research 

aids will be on sale.  

 

Expert advice will be on hand; guest societies and local heritage groups 

in attendance; commercial suppliers of data CDs, maps, software, 

archival materials and more. 

 

Admission is free, with free parking at the venue. 

 

Further information, including a full list of those attending, can be found 

at www.bucksfhs.org.uk 
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QUAKER ANCESTRY 

 

There is a new resource for family historians relating to Quaker ancestry 

that may be of interest to our members. Entitled ‘People and Places noted 

in the Large and Small Notebooks 1773-1821 of Joseph Wood (1750-

1821) A Yorkshire Quaker’, (ISBN 978-0-9569947-1-4), it is a 

compilation of the 4,157 names of the people he met and the 2,760 places 

he visited during the forty-eight years of his country wide travelling 

ministry. In addition to the names of the people he frequently included 

family members, place of residence and employment. The book comes 

complete with a searchable CD of the transcription. The book and CD 

package is priced at £10.00 plus p&p. which is only possible because of 

financial support from the Quaker Family History Society.  

Available from:  
 

The Bookshop, Friends House, Euston Road London NW1 2BJ  

e-mail: quakercentre@quaker.org.uk   Tel: 0207 6631030  
 

The Bookshop, The National Archives, Kew,  

Richmond, Surrey. TW9 4DU   Tel: 0208 8763444 
 

Pamela Cooksey, The Ridings, 13 New Mill Road, Holmfirth HD9 7SG  

e-mail: g.cooksey@btinternet.com   Tel:01484 683280 

 

 

 

 

HELP LINE ─ BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance.  

 

If you have become ‘stuck’ on some part of your family tree but believe 

that the answer may lie here in our corner of Middlesex, our local 

knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries with payment (and as much 

specific detail as possible please) to the membership secretary (or email 

the society). See back cover for contact information. 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 
 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

                                                                                                            

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

 

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 

answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  

 

Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 

cover for contact information. 
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Around Heathrow Through Time  

by Philip Sherwood                                Amberly Publishing, price £14.99 

 

 

 

Philip Sherwood is a respected 

local historian. This publication 

is the latest in a series he has 

written about Heathrow and 

surrounding villages. Once 

again he is using the tried and 

tested format of relying heavily 

on photographs often of the 

same view taken in different 

eras to illustrate the scope and 

extent of changes that the 

development of Heathrow 

Airport has inflicted on the area. 

 

To my mind one of the most 

telling images in the book is the 

extract from a 1930s Ordnance 

Survey map. This shows the 

land south of the Bath Road as 

entirely devoted to farming or 

market gardening with the 

exception of the small aerodrome used by Fairey Aviation.  

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Most of this land was compulsorily purchased by the government during 

the Second World War ostensibly for military use but the war ended and 

this soon became the basis of a new civil airport for London without the 

need for public enquiries, consultations and planning procedures which 

are now a prerequisite for any development on this scale.  

 

Naturally development does not stop there, so there will also be the 

ancillary infrastructure of hotels, offices, warehouses, etc. to complete the 

transformation of the landscape. 

 

Given this you might think it remarkable that any of the original features 

would remain but in a few areas they do, although you may have to look 

closely. 

 

Go to Harmondsworth for example and even though you are only a short 

distance from the noise and bustle of the airport you could be in a 

different world. Here you will find the church and public house around 

the green with one of the best surviving tithe barns in the country now in 

the care of English Heritage. Whether these and other features will 

survive any further expansion remains to be seen. 

 

If you know the area as it is now, you will probably find this book very 

interesting.  

 

It might even be that your family were, like mine, part of the agricultural 

community and here I must declare an interest as two photos show Cain’s 

Farm then run by my cousin Charles Glenie with the man himself in 

charge of his herd of dairy cows. This alone would be enough to 

guarantee a place in my collection but trying to keep a modicum of 

objectivity I would still recommend this book to anyone interested in the 

history of Heathrow Airport and its impact on the local community. 

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                 John Symons 

 

NB This publication is available for purchase from the Society. Please 

contact our Secretary & Bookstall Manager, Gill May (address on inside 

back cover). 
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 

 

Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 

monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 

authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3
rd

 

Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 

have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 

of interest. Visitors are always welcome at the monthly meetings 

(entrance £1.00). Doors open 7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 

Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 

Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 

1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 

growing collection of source material including census records, parish 

records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 

print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 

of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 

meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 

good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 

Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 

sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 

and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 

our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 

large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain 

and overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids 

and background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 

meeting dates all of which take place at:  

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 
 

The annual membership is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 

same address), £12 (Europe, individual), £14 (Rest of the World 

individual). N.B. For overseas members if the journal is emailed in pdf 

format then the Europe and Rest of the World rates are reduced to £10.     
 

For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 

20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442. 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 

Please note that all prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 

 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

Ickenham Inhabitants 1841 and 1851 census transcription indexed 5.50 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address...................................... £1.00p 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 

Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

 

There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 

of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1
st
 floor and is open one 

morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 

at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August.



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Officers 

 

President          Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 

 

Chairman.       Ian Harvey                                                      01895 635230 

     24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middx UB10 8NP 

 

Vice Chair       John Symons                                                 01895 677722 

                        11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middx. HA4 7RQ 

 

Vice Chair       Joy Higgs                                                       01895 272745 

                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx. UB10 9QW   

 

Secretary         Gill May                                                        01753 885602 

                        20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 

 

Treasurer         Charles Hampshire                                        01895 821351  

                         4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middx.  UB9 6RL  

     

Executive Committee 
 

Librarian         Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 

                        43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex.   UB5 4AT     

Membership    Patricia Reynolds                                          01895 444442 

                        20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, W. Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 

Programme     Judith Baker                                                   0208 5822705 

                        14 Appledore Avenue, South Ruislip, Middx. HA4 OUU 

Projects           Joy Higgs                                                       01895 272745 

                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx.  UB10 9QW                     

Publicity         Charles Hampshire                                         01895 821351 

                        4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middx UB9 6RL 
 

Magazine Editors.       John Symons, Tom Morgan, Alan Rowland 
 

Webmaster.                 Doug  Adams 
 

   

Website: www.hfhs.co.uk     E-mail: hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 
 
 

Printed by:                  EVOLVE       01923 774111 
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Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

      

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

 

LONDON BOROUGH OF 

         HILLINGDON 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


