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President’s Report
Nick Reddan

As winter approaches, I hope you find some time to further your family history 
research. A few of you will be taking the opportunity to do some research 
overseas or perhaps to walk where your ancestors walked on the other side of 
the world. I am heading off for about six weeks in late May to research and to 
explore new places.

You will receive this edition of The Ancestral Searcher close to the end of the 
financial year when most members’ subscriptions are due. If your subscription 
is due you will receive a reminder or two and I suggest that you renew early to 
assist the membership secretary by spreading the renewal workload.

My Registry of Deeds Index Project Ireland 
has had a real boost in the last few months 
with FamilySearch putting most of the relevant 
microfilms on line. This will mean I will spend 
less time at the Registry of Deeds in Dublin than 
I have in past trips. We now have nearly 240,000 
index records in the primary names index. These 
indexes are fully searchable at the project’s 
website – http://irishdeedsindex.net/index.php

It has been great to see this finding aid grow over the past ten years into a major 
resource. There are 236 rows for schoolmasters in the database. They mostly 
were witnesses to deeds. There are 828 rows for innkeepers or inn-holders. 
Often, they were witnesses to deeds. There are 5566 rows for farmers. All of this 
reinforces the perception that the Registry of Deeds includes more than records 
about wealthy landed classes.

None of this would be possible without the efforts of the many volunteers who 
index memorials of deeds.

We all need to think about volunteering to help others in the broader genealogy 
community. Volunteering can take many forms including assisting with the 
running of our library and our Society. HAGSOC is a volunteer organisation and 
always needs more volunteers to do the many tasks that keep our Society going. 
If you would like to contribute to your Society speak to or e-mail a member of 
Council.

Many of the important volunteer positions will be vacant at the time of the annual 
general meeting in November. Now is the time to think about putting yourself 
forward to take on a rewarding role in the management of our society. Positions 
vacant or likely to be vacant include general Council members, treasurer, events 
and education co-ordinator, facilities manager and president.

I hope that you all have great success in your family history research and make 
real progress.

From the Editor
Rosemary McKenzie

Welcome to the June quarter journal. With a forecast top in Canberra today of 
13 degrees I think its winter. There’s snow at Perisher and they’re opening the 
snow season early – “yeay!” for all the skiers. But it’s a good time to stay warm 
and tackle those genealogy brick walls. This quarter there is a good collection of 
stories showing how different people have overcome their research challenges. 
Barb with a royal pain who turned into a convict, Peter with a Fijian connection, 
Andrew between Lancashire and New York(?!) and Barbara with serendipity. 
It’s not all brick walls though. There is also Colin Christie, who sounds quite a 
colourful character, and another with a connection to Sir Robert Menzies.

Barb and Sue have shared a quick report on their project work about soldiers 
from the memorials in the Mildura area. Don’t be deceived that “yours” may not 
be on a memorial there. The requirement for most memorials was that residents 
submit the name of their deceased relative for inclusion on the memorial. It 
could be that the soldier named didn’t live there and in some cases may have 
not even visited the area. But a relative lived there – maybe another thread to 
follow – who was the relative that submitted their name for the memorial?

This week, unfortunately, after nearly 17 years, our little dog Leah is going to the 
vet to have an end of life experience. It got me thinking about pets and where 
they fit in our lives and in the lives of our ancestors. When I was a child we were 
a dog family. After a couple of years persevering with cats who kept being run 
over on the busy road out the front we got dogs. My dog was Beauty a Border 
Collie. After I finished school and left home I had Tasha a German Shepherd 
which was with us until the children were ten and seven. Now there’s Leah our 
scruffy Jack Russell.

Growing up, we also had guinea 
pigs, rabbits and birds. There 
were chooks, a cow at one stage 
when mum had a farming phase, 
a goat and later a sheep called 
Bunty. This got me wondering 
about the delineation between pet 
and service animal. I’m guessing 
that 100 years ago in families, 
there would have been less “pet” 
type animals and more “work” or “food” animals. With recent anniversaries for 
WW1 actions where the Light Horse Brigades were engaged, there are a lot of 
stories about the horses who were more than just work animals to the soldiers.

Where did pets figure in your life growing up? Are there mentions of pets in 
diaries your ancestors may have kept? Did one of your relatives take their horse 
to WW1? Please send your contributions to editor@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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Never Give Up!
Barb Toohey

My elusive John JONES has been found. Anyone who has discussed family 
history with me will know that I have been searching for hints about my 
g-g-g-grandfather, John JONES, for a long time now–at least 25 years.

I knew he was married in Sydney, lived in the Bathurst area where my 
g-g-grandfather David JONES was born in 1851, had 8 other children in the 
Bathurst area and was the informant for the death of his wife in Bathurst in 1886. 
She had died at the age of 64? John was no longer a young man! Where did 
he go? I had not been able to find a death certificate for him and had bought 
several incorrect ones over the years. I had researched each of the children’s 
families to find clues about where he might have been living and looked for 
death certificates in those areas–to no avail.

The grandson of John JONES (David JONES Jnr) married the granddaughter 
of Catherine BANNISTER (Edith Catherine SCHAEFER) and family lore has it 
that the families had always known each other. This same lore has it that John 
JONES brought the 12 year old daughter of Catherine BANNISTER back from 
the Amherst gold fields in Victoria to Grenfell (where her elder half sister Anne 
Mary Jackson was then living), after the death of her mother Catherine DANN 
(nee BANNISTER) in 1864. The informant on Catherine’s death certificate? John 
JONES! What was he doing in the Victorian Gold Fields in 1864? Trying his luck 
gold mining? Who was Catherine BANNISTER? Well known lady! Her story is 
documented in: “Convict Women” by Kay Daniels and “Notorious Strumpets and 
Dangerous Girls” by Phillip Tardif.

Five years ago I created a blog site to publish some of the discoveries I had 
found in Scotland. In particular the information about the CALL family from the 
Isle of Skye and Inverness. After the death of their parents, Margaret CALL 
and her sister Ann had immigrated to Australia in 1849. Several months later 
Margaret had married John JONES in Sydney. This marriage certificate for me 
had always been a major clue suggesting that John JONES may have been a 
convict. 

He clearly was not a convict at the time of his marriage because he was able 
to marry without needing the “permission of the governor”. Margaret CALL was 
stated to be a free immigrant while John JONES was stated to be a Bachelor. 
So he was not a free immigrant? 

Had he been a convict? Now free! When did he arrive? 7+ years ago? 14+ years 
ago? I did some more futile searching for John JONES–a convict? 

Other facts I knew:

There are five other convicts on this same family branch–all “hidden” by subtle 
twists of the facts in the family history. In particular, David JONES (senior) was 
purported to be an immigrant from Wales.

Birth certificates of the children tell me that:

David born 1850 – John listed as servant, abode Bathurst
Matilda born 1852 – John listed as labourer, abode Westbourne 
Catherine born 1855 – John listed as a settler, abode Westbourne
Sophia Lewis born 1857 – John listed as a farmer, born London, age 45, 
living at Westbourne
William Hill born 1859 – John listed as a labourer, born London, living at 
Westbourne
Margaret born 1862 – John listed as a farmer, born London, age 50, living 
at Lewis Ponds 

I was more and more convinced that John JONES was a convict.

There was a large gold mine employing men at Lewis Ponds, which is closer to 
Orange than it is to Bathurst. Was John JONES now doing some gold mining? 
Did he acquire property at Lewis Ponds, considering he named his daughter 
Sophia Lewis JONES. Or was he just working for the gold mine?

On my ancestor chart with my colour coded boxes, I refused to colour code him 
green as an immigrant, but couldn’t code him red for a convict because I had no 
evidence. So I coded him purple as my “Royal pain ...”

Back to my blog–I had posted about discoveries in the CALL family and posed 
the odd question about who was James CALL? Another story entirely! I decided 
to add the problem of “my elusive John JONES” to the blog. After all, he was 
connected to the CALL family.

So now, 5 years later I have a reply 
posted on my blog from another 
descendent saying he has found 
John JONES. Yes, a convict! 
Transported in 1834 for 14 years for 
“pocketpicking” on Blackfriars Bridge, 
London. Tried at the Old Bailey. 
Married in 1849–15 years later. In 
and out of hospital in Bathurst, still 
working as a bricklayer at 79 years 
of age. Finally sent to Parramatta 
Benevolent Asylum as there was no 
family left in Bathurst who could look 
after him. Died in Parramatta at the 
age of 80. 

How did he find him? On Trove! I admire the persistence of looking for “John 
JONES Bathurst” on Trove. Found reported in the minutes of a meeting at 
Bathurst Hospital about sending the “following patients” to Parramatta. Then 
found the death certificate, registered in Parramatta.

John JONES–So I coded him purple as my “Royal pain ...”



48 49The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 2 The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 40 No. 2

the coast. It was an exciting tale but it was far 
away and long ago. The sunshine was but a 
few steps away.
Almost forty years later I was browsing 
Naturalist’s South Pacific Expedition: Fiji (O. 
Degener, 1949) at lunchtime in a CSIRO library. 
In it I came across an account of Rev. Thomas 
BAKER’s death by cannibals in Fiji. The story 
matched my memory but I knew of no BAKER 
in my family and my mother, gone to meet 
her Maker, could no longer enlighten me. And 
there were unanswered questions regarding 
my mother’s stories about other uncles. The 
smouldering spark my mother had left kindled 
a small flame that gradually grew in intensity. 
I joined HAGSOC (8 July 1987) and attended 
it’s Introductory Course on Genealogy. There 
followed long hours in the bowels of the 
National Library straining over microfiche and microfilm. Later, computerised 
searching of indexes became available. It was some years until I discovered 
that my great-great-grandmother had been a BAKER and that Thomas BAKER 
was my great-grandfather’s cousin rather than his uncle. My mother’s story 
contained more than a germ of truth and as my research progressed her stories 
about other ‘uncles’ were found to be substantially true.
More and more information sources became available culminating with the arrival 
of TROVE which enabled further investigation of the story and its aftermath. 

In November 2003 Fijian villagers held an “ai 
sorotabu”, a ritual of reconciliation designed 
to lift a curse that had brought the area a 
run of bad luck. They apologised to Thomas 
BAKER’s descendants for their ancestors who 
had killed him.
However, there is a slight flaw in this story, the 
Australians who attended the ceremony were 
the descendants not of Thomas BAKER, but 
of his brother Jeremiah.
TROVE also enabled me to pinpoint the 
moment when I first heard the story of Rev. 
BAKER. Who could have imagined that 
an impulsive act by a cannibal chieftain on 
21 July 1867 would ignite my obsessive 
interest in genealogy? What will be the deep 
consequences of one of my impulsive acts? 
Or yours?

Finding Genealogy
Peter Snowdon

“Did you know,” my mother asked as she straightened my tie, “that one of your 
uncles was a missionary and was eaten by cannibals?” I was 10 years old. It 
was a sunny Sunday morning, 3 July 1949. I was more interested in playing than 
being in church, or in stories of missionaries, or stories by missionaries. The 
guest minister at the Bega Methodist church that day was Kolinio SAUKURU 
O.B.E., a Fijian missionary who had ministered to aborigines in Arnhem Land 
on Millingimbi Island and, later, at Yirrikala where he had introduced kava, now 
an illegal substance. The service included the baptism by ‘Kol’ of the local 
minister’s son, Stephen Eric GORRELL, presumably the first baptism of a white 
Australian baby by a Fijian. I was glad when it was over. The sunshine was not 
far away. But mother waited until the rest of the congregation had gone and 
then asked the missionary if he knew of our relative. I stood nearby suffering 
the embarrassment all adolescents feel when their parents thrust them into 
unfamiliar or unwanted circumstances.
The missionary beamed. Certainly he knew the story. His own grandfather had 
been the cook for the missionary. He related the story of how the party had been 
attacked as they had left the mountain village but that two had been able to hide 
in the reeds and later make their escape to follow the creeks and rivers back to 

Rev. Thomas BAKER 
(NLA-pic-an22981958-v)

Rev. Kolinio SAUKURO in 
1943 (AWM 060714)

Who is he? Dean JONES, living in NSW–
well done you!
What have I learnt? 

“They will be found when they want to be 
found”
Publish what you know–anywhere! 
Never give up!
And now I need to change my purple 
colour coded box on my chart to another 
red convict! And my next trip? A visit to 
Dean JONES!John JONES–now “... another red convict!”

Evening Mail (London) 15 June 1831
On Tuesday a fellow sold his wife at Tongmoor Gate, Bolton, for 3s 6d and a 
gallon of ale.  The purchaser was a man who lodged in the house.  On Wednesday 
she was delivered up to the purchaser, according to contract, and on Thursday 
morning the bellman announced that her husband would not be answerable for 
any debts which she might in future contract. – Manchester Guardian 
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in Garston, Lancashire
Andrew Eliason1

It is great news that the General Register Office (GRO) has published a revised 
index of births.2 The one change–the addition of the surname of the child’s 
mother to all entries–has made all the difference because family groups can 
now be distinguished. For me an especially stubborn ‘brick wall’ has tumbled 
down.

One of my Nanna’s3 grandmothers was Rachel PARKIN. According to her birth 
certificate she was born at 34 Lime Street, Liverpool, on 7 September 1842.4 On 
it her parents were named as William PARKIN, coachman, and Betty WALSH. 

I obtained that certificate in 1970 and, despite renewing the search every so often, 
I could find no more about her family. I had only two other scraps of information. 
First, on the record of Rachel’s marriage to the Waterford-born seaman John 
BENFIELD in 1868 I saw that her father was by then ‘deceased’.5 Second, in 
the IGI I noticed (so long ago that I don’t remember when) a reference to the 
marriage of a William PARKIN and a Betty WALSH at Manchester Cathedral on 
15 July 1830.6

In the old index of births I could not find out whether the parents had had any 
other children. The problem was twofold. First, PARKIN is not a rare name: there 
are 1577 recorded PARKIN births in the nine and a half years from the begining 
of civil registration in the second half of 1837 to the end of 1846.  Second, the 
old index offered so little information that family membership could hardly be 
guessed at.7 Nor were my bits of information enough to allow me to positively 
identify them in any of the English censuses. 

In the revised index of births I was able to identify five of Rachel’s siblings 
born from 1837 to 1849. My first search for PARKIN/WALSH births, using the 
GRO’s new online search facility, yielded six children, including my Rachel, but 
I discounted one child whose birth was registered in southern England. I ran 
a second search, just in case, for PARKIN/WELSH births. It yielded just one 
record and because the time and place were appropriate I added it to the list. 
The result was a provisional family of six:8 

Surname Name Year Quarter Registration district Mother’s maiden name
Parkin William 1837 Sept Leeds Walsh
Parkin Alfred John 1839 June Sheffield Walsh
Parkin Rachel 1842 Sept Liverpool Walsh
Parkin Mary 1845 March Liverpool Welsh [sic]
Parkin Philip 1847 June Liverpool Walsh
Parkin Ann 1849 Sept West Derby Walsh

With these names and registration years I renewed my searches of census 
indexes. A search using the free online FamilySearch database,9 looking for 
Alfred John, turned up this same group of six children in the transcript of the 
1851 census of Garston, Lancashire:10 And an image of the original return 
confirmed that they are all mine although the family name is written PARKINS. 

1851 Census England, Garston, Lancashire 
No. of household 145.  
Address: Aigburth Vale, front lane.

Name Relationship Status Age Occupation Birth place
William 
Parkins Head Mar 53 Omnibus driver Sand dutton, 

New York
Betty Wife - 43 - Blackburn, Lanc
William Son - 13 Errand boy Leeds
Alfred John “ - 11 Guard to the Omnibus Sheffield
Rachael Daur - 8 Scholar Liverpool
Mary “ - 6 - do
Philip Son - 3 at home “
Ann Daur - 1 “ Aigburth

The father William is an omnibus driver, a coachman by another name. Although 
William’s birth place is stated to be Sand dutton, New York, I soon realised that it 
is a mistake for Sand Hutton, a village in North Yorkshire, not far from Stamford 
Bridge.

This census return indicated that I should look for the family in the 1841 census 
of Sheffield, and there I found them.

1841 Census England, Sheffield, Yorkshire 
Address: Change Alley

Name Age Occupation Born in the County?
William Parkin 41 Tapster No
Betty Parkin 33 - Yes
Alfred Parkin 2 - Yes
William Parkin 4 - Yes

A tapster was a person who pulled drinks at a bar. His employer might have 
been William BEARDSELL, inn keeper, who resided on the same street. Here 
the information about the birth places of William and Betty is transposed.

In 1861 I found the mother Betty and her youngest daughter still in the Garston 
district.11

1861 Census England, Hamlet of Aigburth, Garston, Lancashire 
Address: No. 103, Aigburth Vale, Lawrence Cottages

Finding the Parkin Family
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This census return shows that by this time Betty is a widow. She now says her 
birth place is Darwen, a town on the south side of Blackburn. Ann is the only one 
of the children still living with Betty.

Name Relationship Status Age Occupation Birth place
Betty Parkin Head W 52 Charwoman Lancashire, Darwen
Ann Parkin Daur - 11 Scholar Do, Aigburth

Because of this recent access to the censuses I have been able to find much 
more about this family, and their ancestors and descendants. For example, 
the story of the WALSHs became clearer. Betty WALSH was born in October 
1807 and she was baptised at the church of St Paul in Blackburn the following 
month, although her parents lived at Mellor, a township just north of Blackburn.12 
She was the first child of James WALCH [sic] and Bridget DANSON, who had 
married at the church of St Mary the Virgin in Blackburn earlier in 1807, and who 
were members of a Wesleyan Society at Mellor.13

Surprisingly, the census returns of 1871 and later rectified a story told by my 
Nanna’s sister Kitty.14 She said that her grandmother Rachel had an illegitimate 
daughter named Ann by a man named COPELAND. But the censuses show 
that Rachel’s youngest sister Ann PARKIN had an illegitimate daughter named 
Emily in 1870.15 The FreeBDM marriage index indicates that Ann married 
Charles BOLLANS in 1877 with whom she had several children.16

Of course, new puzzles have emerged. One is the seven year gap between the 
marriage of William PARKIN and Betty WALSH and the birth of their first known 
child. Another is why William, being the eldest child in his family, didn’t follow his 
father into farming at Sand Hutton.17

In no time at all, it seems, my old ‘brick wall’ has been cleared away. The way is 
wide open now, thanks to the GRO’s publication of a family-friendly births index. 
1 Andrew’s email address is ace@pcug.org.au
2	 For	more	information	see	Cora	Num,	‘Hot	Sites’	in	The Ancestral Searcher,	Vol.	40,	No.	1	(March	2017),	

p. 28
3	 Martha	‘Patty’	Harrop,	b.	Newton-le-Willows,	Lancs,	1897,	d.	Redcliffe,	Qld,	1987.
4	 Register	of	Births	in	the	District	of	Liverpool,	Rachel	Parkin,	b.	7	September	1842,	certificate	issued	11	

June	1970
5	 Register	of	Marriages	in	the	District	of	West	Derby	and	Toxteth	Park,	John	Benfield	and	Rachel	Parkin,	m.	

14	May	1868,	certificate	issued	16	June	1969	
6	 ”England	Marriages,	1538–1973”,	database,	FamilySearch	(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NF8G-

CX2	:	10	December	2014),	William	Parkin	and	Betty	Walsh,	15	Jul	1830;	citing	Manchester,	Lancashire,	
England,	reference	p	401	item	301;	FHL	microfilm	1,545,565.

7	 The	information	in	the	old	index	comprises	the	child’s	name	and	surname,	the	registration	district,	the	
quarter	and	year	of	registration,	and	the	reference	number.

8	 General	Register	Office	https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp
9	 ”England	 and	 Wales	 Census,	 1851,”	 database	 with	 images,	 FamilySearch	 (https://familysearch.org/

ark:/61903/1:1:SGYL-NYC	:	24	July	2016),	Alfred	John	Parkins	in	household	of	William	Parkins,	Garston,	
Lancashire,	England;	citing	Garston,	Lancashire,	England,	p.	43,	from	“1851	England,	Scotland	and	Wales	
census,”	database	and	images,	findmypast	(http://www.findmypast.com	:	n.d.);	citing	PRO	HO	107,	The	
National	Archives	of	the	UK,	Kew,	Surrey.

10	 Garston	is	a	river-side	district	of	Liverpool
11	 ”England	 and	 Wales	 Census,	 1861,”	 database	 with	 images,	 FamilySearch	 (https://familysearch.org/

ark:/61903/1:1:M7YR-JFV	:	6	April	2016),	Betty	Parkin,	Garston,	Lancashire,	England;	from	“1861	England,	
Scotland	and	Wales	census,”	database	and	images,	findmypast	(http://www.findmypast.com	:	n.d.);	citing	
PRO	RG	9,	The	National	Archives,	Kew,	Surrey.

12	 Baptisms	 at	 St	 Paul	 in	 the	 Parish	 of	 Blackburn	 Baptisms	 recorded	 in	 the	 Register	 for	 1792-1812	
Baptisms	 for	1806-1812.	Register:	Baptisms	1792-1812,	Page	43,	Entry	7	 (Source:	 LDS	Film	1470927):	
Elizabeth	Walsh,	b.	17	October	1807,	bap.	15	November	1807,	daughter	of	James	Walsh	&	Brigget.	URL	
http://lan-opc.org.uk/Blackburn/Blackburn/stpaul/index.html

13	 Marriages	at	St	Mary	the	Virgin	 in	the	Parish	of	Blackburn,	Marriages	recorded	in	the	Register	for	the	
years	 1801-1809,	Marriages	 for	 the	Year	1807	 (Source:	 LDS	 Film	1278807):	 James	Walch	 and	Bridget	
Danson,	m.	1	Jun	1807.	URL	http://www.lan-opc.org.uk/Blackburn/Blackburn/stmary/index.html

14	 Catherine	‘Kitty’	Harrop	(b.	Newton-le-Willows,	Lancs,	1907,	d.	Bundaberg,	Qld,1971)
15	 ”England	 and	 Wales	 Census,	 1871”,	 database	 with	 images,	 FamilySearch	 (https://familysearch.org/

ark:/61903/1:1:KZGB-ZZS	:	24	July	2015),	Emily	R	Parkin	in	entry	for	Betty	Parkin,	1871.
16	 Index	of	marriages	in	England	and	Wales.	FreeBDM	Project.	BOLLANS	Charles,	W	Derby,	8b	425.	PARKIN	

Anne,	W	Derby,	8b	425.	URL	https://www.freebmd.org.uk
17	William	Parkin	was	born	in	1792,	son	of	William	Parkin	(1760-1842)	and	Ann	Abbey	(1767-1843)	of	Sand	

Hutton.	He	died	in	Liverpool	in	1857.

Family History for Beginners and Beyond
The fifteenth edition of our flagship 
publication is now available from the 
Society Bookshop. There are 284 
pages in B5 size.

Grab your copy the next time you visit 
the Library and save on postage.

$31.50 for members, $35 non-members

You can order a copy and pay by EFT 
or PayPal through our online shop at 
www.familyhistoryact.org.au/index.php/
shop/publications or download a copy 
of the Price List and mail it to us with 
your payment.

For bulk orders or enquiries please email 
bookshop@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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Success from an Unexpected Source
Barbara Moore FHGSC

I have been researching my family history for over 40 years with some success, 
which I say with some reservation, considering that 15 of my 16 great-great-
grandparents were Irish. Of these 15, I have not been able to trace back much 
further than the early 19th century with only a few lines going back into the late 
18th century because of the unavailability of early Irish records for counties 
where they lived. Therefore, I have concentrated on learning and writing about 
the social side of their lives and their localities.
My one and only non-Irish great-great-grandmother, Elizabeth Anne CUMMING, 
came out to Van Diemen’s Land in 1844 on the convict ship Tory with her sister, 
Mary Ann CUMMING and their mother, Eliza Henrietta CUMMING, who had 
been convicted at the Warwickshire Assizes and given a 12 year sentence 
for stealing goods in Birmingham. Eliza’s husband, William CUMMING, was 
a gunmaker and they were living in London, when Elizabeth Anne was born in 
1830 but had moved to Birmingham before Mary Ann was born in 1832. William 
had been born in 1808 in London to William, also a gunmaker, and Elizabeth 

CUMMING. William and Elizabeth 
and their other children also moved to 
Birmingham about 1830. 
In the March issue of the President’s 
newsletter in “What’s happening with 
your Society” there was a paragraph 
about using the old microfiche version 
of the International Genealogical Index 
(IGI). I had used this microfiche version 
of the IGI years ago before Familysearch 
was launched on the internet in 1999. 
I decided to have another look at this 
CUMMING family using this microfiche. 
The result was that I found William and 
Elizabeth had eight children, six being 
christened at St Mary Matfelon’s Church, 
Whitechapel, and the youngest two at St 
George in the East, Tower Hamlets. Their 
fourth child was named Edwin Frogmore 
CUMMING, a rather uncommon name 
but it was a clue that would allow me to 
trace one line of this family back to 1542. 

In 1996, I had visited what was then the Public Record Office, now the National 
Archives, in Kew to look at records relating to both my husband’s and my 
own families, including looking at wills relating to the CUMMING family. As 
well as finding the will for William CUMMING (the father above) I also found 

Elizabeth Ann Cumming, 
taken about 1885 in Sydney 

one for a “Frogmere CUMMING”. I ordered photocopies of both these wills; 
why Frogmere’s I have no idea, perhaps the name appealed to me. Finding 
that William had named one of his children with the unusual name of Edwin 
Frogmore (not Frogmere but close enough), I thought there could possibly be 
a connection. 
In his will written in 1826, Frogmere stated that he was the Vicar of Cardington 
(Bedfordshire). Among his various bequests, and I quote “I direct the following 
sums to be payd to John CUMMING and William CUMMING the sons of my late 
brother Robert CUMMING deceased one hundred pounds of lawful money of a 
Great Britain each”.
Using FamilySearch.org I entered the name “Robert CUMMING” and the Batch/
film number from the IGI microfiche printout. The result showed that Robert 
CUMMING had five children, all born in Great Barford, County Bedfordshire, 
between 1779 and 1790, including a William and a John. Further research 
found that Frogmere and Robert were two of six children of the Rev. William 
CUMMING and Ann COLLINS, all born in County Hertfordshire. 
It was about this time that I discovered the Bedfordshire Archives and Records 
Service (http://bedsarchives.bedford.gov.uk) where one can search 90% of their 
catalogue online. This opened a Pandora’s box of information on this family. By 
simply entering the name “CUMMING” 131 “hits” came up with a brief synopsis 
of each document. I couldn’t believe what was in this one quoted below which 
took me back two more generations. 

Reference  WY64-65 
Title  Conveyance. Lease and release. £380 
Date  1,2 Dec 1786 
Scope and content:

Ann CUMMING of Great Barford, widow of William CUMMING late 
of Great Barford, clerk [minister], deceased and only sister and heir 
of Elizabeth COLLINS late of Great Barford spinster deceased, Ann 
and Elizabeth being daughters of Barwell COLLINS of Cardington, 
clerk, deceased, and wife Ann, formerly Ann HAWKINS who with John 
Sanderson HAWKINS of Goldington, gentleman, deceased were the 
children of Robert HAWKINS formerly of Goldington, clerk, deceased.

Entering these new names brought up many more references to the family. 
In the Society’s library there are copies of The Victoria History of the Counties 
of England: Bedfordshire Volumes 1 and 3. In Volume 1, on page 209, there 
are references to the COLLINS, HAWKINS and SANDERSON families. Two 
of the footnotes are “Blaydes, Genealogia Bedfordiensis” and “Bedfordshire 
Notes and Queries”. Genealogia Bedfordiensis, written in 1890 by Frederick 
Augustus Blaydes, contains 507 pages with records of parish registers, Bishop’s 
transcripts, wills, monumental inscriptions from 1538-1700 for the County of 
Bedfordshire and extensive notes. Blaydes also edited Bedfordshire Notes and 
Queries Volumes 2 and 3 in 1889 that contain, among other material, similar 
genealogical information from 1700 onwards.
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Anzac Day in Mildura
Barb Toohey & Sue Pillans

We have been attending the Dawn Service in Mildura for the last few years 
and this year we were able to launch a new website to coincide with our trip. 
This website was developed as a result of a visit to the Western Front WW1 
Battlefields in 2016 for the 100 year Memorial Services at Fromelles and 
Pozieres; a visit that was in memory of our grandfathers who lived in the Mildura 
district and fought in these battles. 

The site now has a searchable database of information relating to the memorials 
of 266 soldiers from the Mildura and Wentworth district who had died during 
WW1 as a result of service on the Western Front. It includes photos we have 
of their graves and/or memorials from France and Belgium and photos of their 
names from the honour roll in the 
Australian War Memorial in Canberra 
and from various honour rolls in Mildura 
& Wentworth.

We had contacted the libraries in 
Mildura and Wentworth, the Mildura 
Family History Society and the Mildura 
RSL before travelling over and they 
were very helpful and supportive in 
arranging an information session in 
both the Wentworth and the Mildura 
library. We also had the good fortune to speak to a monthly regional staff meeting 
of the Mildura district sub-libraries on the Monday before Anzac Day.

The surprise of the trip was the coverage we received in the local papers: the 
Mildura Weekly and the Sunraysia Daily both gave us a half page article with 
photos (truly amazing) and we also had a 15 minute spot on the local ABC 
Radio station on the day after Anzac Day. What a great experience! Lots of good 
comments from people who attended the information sessions and looked at the 
site and hopefully it will prove to be a useful resource for families in the district 
who lost men in WW1. 

We pay tribute and thank those who have helped and supported us, especially 
members of the Mildura RSL and the Wentworth Historical Society, and special 
thanks to the fabulous work done by Nick Reddan to have this website working 
in time for our presentations. 

Website: http://www.familyhistoryact.org.au/mildura_wentworth
This site can also be reached from the Resources tab on the HAGSOC website 
and will be linked from both the Mildura and Wentworth Library websites. 

A very satisfying and rewarding exercise, and certainly worth all the planning 
and work over the last few years.

One of the entries in Genealogia Bedfordiensis, under the parish of Tempsford 
on p.285 reads:

1696 Dec 23 Sanderson, Mrs, widow, bur.
Not very informative but on p. 440 in Notes referring to this entry it reads:

Ann SANDERSON, of Tempsford, wid., will dated 14 Aug 1696, to grandson 
John HASELDINE £20, to John Sanderson HAWKINS £20, granddaur. Ann 
HAWKINS, £20, of poor of T. 40s, residue to d. Ann HAWKINS, sole extrix. 
–Pr. 21 Apr 1697.

Further research revealed that Robert HAWKINS had married a widow, Anne 
HASELDEN, formerly Anne SANDERSON, and daughter of John SANDERSON, 
who was the son of William SANDERSON and Jane ASTERY. William was the 
son of Lawrence SANDERSON and Joane MIGHTON. 
In another entry in The Victoria History of the Counties of England: Bedfordshire 
under the heading Tempsford Parish, there are some words about a manor 
Mossbury, alias Sarnes, which the Bishop of Lincoln owned at the time of the 
Domesday Survey in 1086: 

... William WOOLASCOTE, in 1596 alienated Mossbury alias Sarnes Manor 
to Laurence SAUNDERSON, whose grandson John held it in 1669. His 
sister Anne, widow of Robert HASLEDEN in 1683 conveyed the manor to 
John WILSHIRE and other trustees ... in 1737 Barwell COLLINS owned it, 
and in 1803 William Collins CUMMING, with others, transferred it to Godfrey 
THORNTON. At the present day (1912) a farm of the same name exists in 
Tempsford.

Although it is a pity that it is only the manor but not the family which goes back 
to the Domesday Book, in a few weeks I have been able to trace the family of 
my great-great-grandmother, Elizabeth Ann CUMMING, back nine generations 
fully documented. As they are out of copyright, these books mentioned above 
by Blaydes are now available online (just Google “archives.org”). There are 
similar “Notes and Queries” books for other counties on this website as well. 
The Victoria History of the Counties of England for all counties, all written about 
100 years ago, are also now online at “British History Online”. Moral is to never 
give up hope of finding more ancestors.

Limerick Evening Post and Clare Sentinel 8 Jan 1833
Mary CASEY, a helpless widow, aged 87 years, living at Blackditch, County 
Wicklow, in a letter to the Editor of the Register, writes in the following heart-
bursting strain:—

“Having a cabin and about sixty perches of ground, (which was formerly a gravel 
quarry,) being a gratuity from Earl FITZWILLIAM, no clergyman ever demanded 
tithe of me, until Archdeacon MAGEE served me with a subpoena for 3s. 4d. 
and threatens to take the blanket from my bed!” (What will “Blanket” STANLEY 
say to this?)

Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery
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–A Self-made Man of Many Talents
Marilyn Woodward

Colin CHRISTIE, my great uncle, was one interesting character. He had 
opinions on everything and wasn’t afraid to express them in person or through 
the media. He was a constant writer of many forceful, opinionated letters to the 
newspapers. It is written in his obituary:

“a vigorous, unbending, pushful type who met obstacles only to overcome 
them. Inclined to be assertive, and to hold his end of the argument with great 
tenacity ...”. 

Colin CHRISTIE was obviously very intelligent and a voracious reader, often 
before his time with his ideas and way of doing things. In all his endeavours, he 
was largely self-taught, but this never seemed to prevent him from becoming an 
expert and a teacher to others.

Colin CHRISTIE was born in Newburgh, Fife, Scotland in 1836. He immigrated 
with his family to Australia and arrived on 23 September 1849 at the age of 13. 
The family first went to Singleton but two years later they moved to Maitland 
where Colin was apprenticed as a bootmaker. When qualified, he established his 
own business and was one of the first to import and use machinery in Australia 
for the making of footwear. Like many others, gold fever struck Colin and he 
went to the NZ goldfields of Hokitika for a few years but returned no richer.

On his return he married, first in 1856, Mary Ann PARTRIDGE in Maitland, but 
sadly Mary Ann died later that same year. In 1859 Colin married Elizabeth Mary 
PAYNTER at Waratah near Newcastle.

Colin then went into the hotel business, leasing for some years the Black Diamond 
Hotel in Hunter Street, Newcastle. This did not prevent him some years later 
from writing to the newspaper on the evils of the “demon drink”. However, it is 
through his musical endeavours that he became most renowned in Newcastle. 
Although self-taught in musical theory and the playing of many instruments he 
became a music teacher and dance teacher, as well as a producer of musical 
events. Elizabeth and Colin had thirteen children and all of them were taught 
music by their father. Only one had the temerity not to be musical.

“He made his pupils play well, and his sons and daughters by inherited love 
of music and hard practice, were all capable musicians, with probably one 
exception …”.

Colin recruited his children at a very young age to be performers and went on 
to form a family band. He and the children then travelled around the Newcastle 
region, the children playing the piano, violin, piccolo, singing and reciting, with 
their father as fellow performer, conductor, accompanist and director. Colin went 

Colin Christie on to lease and later buy the large Lyceum theatre in Newcastle and continued 
to stage events where the children performed.

“During his regime there was held within its walls many of the most 
fashionable social functions of the city and in it has been entertained all 
manner of dignitaries, at which “Christie” orchestras, with Christie pere, as 
leader, has dispensed the music.”

 In 1880 Colin created more excitement in 
Newcastle when he ventured into curing those 
afflicted with joint and muscular pain–of course 
without any formal medical training.

“Mr CHRISTIE drew a deep breath, stepped 
back a pace and then made four or five rapid 
passes with both hands down the limb of the 
patient from hip to ankle. Considerable effort 
was made by Mr CHRISTIE and afterwards 
he seemed temporarily exhausted….. The 
passes were repeated twice or thrice ….and 
finally RIDLEY went away at almost a trot 
compared to the limp with which he entered 
the room.”

Colin developed a great interest in government 
and politics. Again, with ideas before the times 
and the personality to express them, he found 
local government a well suited conduit for his 
energy. He was a councillor on the Newcastle 
town council for many years and in 1891 became 
Mayor of Newcastle. During his time in politics he 

“was always an advocate of sanitary reform and was energetic in favour of 
the council’s rendering ample compensation for injuries received by persons 
in its service or by its neglect. He was also an advocate of the introduction of 
concrete guttering in Newcastle.” 

During his time as Mayor electric lighting was installed in Newcastle, the light 
being switched on by one of his youngest daughters.

In late 1897, when the youngest of his children was 17, Colin left Elizabeth to 
undertake a “world trip” which was to take him away from Australia for four years.  
He eventually returned to his birthplace, Newburgh, Fife, Scotland where he 
immediately became involved in local politics as well as continuing his various 
teaching pursuits. By 1900 he was a town councillor in Newburgh. He was also 
becoming involved with a young local spinster, Jessie JOHNSTON. Jessie and 
Colin had two children, both born before the death of Colin’s wife Elizabeth back 
in Australia. Elizabeth died on 18 December 1900 and on 12 February 1901 
Jessie and Colin married at Towell House, Newburgh. Colin brought his new 
family back to Australia a few months later. 

Christie Musical Program 1874
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Colin became quite famous as a teacher of shorthand. He first began teaching 
shorthand in Newcastle along with his dancing and music and continued on 
his return to Scotland. In 1898 he was admitted as a member of the National 
Phonographic Society in London. He claimed to be a personal friend of PITMAN, 
the inventor of shorthand 
and on his return to 
Australia received a NSW 
government appointment 
to teach shorthand. His 
students were consistently 
the top achievers in 
external exams.

Colin’s pompous character 
led him to be a butt of some 
practical jokes at times but 
he returned fire by taking 
his tormentors to court. 
During his world tour, while 
sailing through the Red 
Sea, he was resting in a hammock on deck due to the heat when two other 
passengers sneakily cut the hammock down leading to Colin landing “forcefully 
on the deck and sustaining injuries”. While residing in Edgecliff Road, Waverley, 
NSW a neighbour and his family proceeded to bang on kerosene tins, screech 
at the top of their voices, play musical instruments discordantly for the duration 
of Colin’s stenography or music lessons next door. The ensuing protracted court 
case was reported gleefully in both the Sydney and Newcastle papers.

Colin and his new family lived both in Waverley as well as in Newcastle and 
Colin continued to teach in both, travelling between each city. He continued 
to write long letters to the papers, giving advice on many subjects, especially 
the construction of the Newcastle Baths. He wrote many letters describing how 
construction on the shoreline changed the resulting deposits of sand by tides, 
geographic events he thought the Council was oblivious to.

“Trees which have taken a million years ... To be so ruthlessly destroyed. 
What will be the cost of clearing out the sand that will surely accumulate? 
The first high tide will not clear it out of the new baths!”

At the age of 78, two years before his death, Colin ran again in the Town Council 
elections but failed to be elected. “A loss to the ratepayers not himself” he 
stated. Colin died in Sydney 15 June 1916 and is buried at Sandgate Cemetery, 
Newcastle with third wife Jessie.

Many of his descendants have inherited his intellect as there is an abundant 
number of engineers, doctors, and teachers of renown in their midst. One 
son followed his father and also became the Mayor of Newcastle. One great 
granddaughter, graduating with honours in Bachelor of Surgery in 1940 became 
Lady SCHLINK when her husband, also a doctor, was knighted. She herself 

Some of the Christie Family Band c 1876

received the Order of Australia in 1986. At 
least two grandsons died in WW1. Another 
won the Military Cross in WW2.

While Colin CHRISTIE no doubt would 
have been proud of the achievements of 
his descendants he might be dismayed 
that, although many did learn to play 
musical instruments, none ever became 
professional musicians.

Sources
Photo	 c.1876	 :	 http://www.theherald.com.au/

story/4221153/archival-revival-the-hunter-has-fun-
photos/#slide=60

Newcastle	and	District	Historical	Society	Archives.	(Held	by	
the	Cultural	Collection	at	the	University	of	Newcastle).	

Program:		Advertising	(1874,	November	28).	The	Maitland	
Mercury	 and	 Hunter	 River	 General	 Advertiser	 (NSW	
:	 1843-1893),	 p.	 1.	 http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article18789780	

Obituary:	 THE	 LATE	MR.	COLIN	CHRISTIE	 (1916,	 June	19).	
Newcastle	Morning	Herald	and	Miners’	Advocate	(NSW	
:	1876-1954),	p.	4.	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article133880626

Mr.	Colin	CHRISTIE	and	his	Wonderful	Cures.	(1880,	September	11).	Newcastle	Morning	Herald	and	Miners’	
Advocate	(NSW	:	1876-1954),	p.	5.	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article136700745

MR	COLIN	CHRISTIE	ABROAD.	(1898,	January	8).	Newcastle	Morning	Herald	and	Miners’	Advocate	(NSW	:	
1876-1954),	p.	5.	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article137058923	

THE	OCEAN	BATHS.	(1914,	January	27).	Newcastle	Morning	Herald	and	Miners’	Advocate	(NSW	:	1876-1954),	
p.	7.		http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article137956295

Colin Christie’s Advertising pamphlet

Baptisms in The Burial Registers
I have read Peter Snowdon’s article ‘Baptisms and Burials in Iden, 1785’ (The 
Ancestral Searcher vol. 40 no.1, p.23) very carefully and his interpretation may 
well be correct but, contrary to his opinion, it was NOT “very unlikely that an 
infant should die shortly after baptism and so require burial.” In fact there was a 
name for such a child who died within a month after baptism and I have found a 
number of instances where the baptism is recorded in the burial register.

The child was called a chrisom or chrisom child which means an infant buried 
in its christening robe. It was also a common practice to name the next child of 
the same sex with the same name as the deceased baby so if there is confusion 
over a birth date it is advisable to look for the same name in the same register 
within the next two years or maybe in a neighbouring parish.

If the register entries were changed in 1786 and not years later then the child 
was not likely to be a chrisom. One needs to check both the parish registers and 
the transcripts sent to the bishop or archdeacon.

Niel Gunson FHGSC
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I l lustrious Descendant
Therese Lynch

On a family history research visit to the UK in 2015 I took a day off from the 
West Devon Archives and drove to Cornwall. Walking along Penzance’s main 
street we were surprised to come across a blue wall plaque for Sir Robert 
MENZIES’ maternal great grandparents and grandfather who had lived nearby. 
It commemorates John and Catherine SAMPSON, as well as their son John 
Jr, a miner who immigrated to Australia with his wife Mary Jane in 1864 to 
seek his fortune in the Ballarat goldfields. The plaque also acknowledges their 
descendant as an Australian Prime Minister.

John and Mary Jane SAMPSON’s daughter Kate married James MENZIES, 
a Scottish crofter’s son. Originally a Ballarat coach-painter, James became 
a storekeeper and stock agent in Jeparit then went on to become the Shire 
President and a State Parliamentarian. Robert Gordon MENZIES was one of 

six children born into this upwardly mobile 
family in Jeparit in country Victoria in 1894. 

MENZIES obtained a first-class secondary 
and university education by winning a 
series of scholarships. In September 1920 
he married Pattie LECKIE and they had four 
children, one of whom died at birth.

MENZIES established himself as one of 
Australia’s leading constitutional lawyers, 
entered the Victorian Parliament in 1928 
where he served as Deputy Premier and 
won a seat in Federal Parliament in 1934. 
History shows he went on to become 
Australia’s longest serving Prime Minister.

His short name and most senior public 
sector position as listed on the blue plaque 
belies Robert MENZIES’ impressive array 
of titles, achievements and awards during a 

long and influential legal and political career. His full title and post nominals after 
leaving office were The Right Honourable Sir Robert MENZIES, KT, AK, CH, 
PC, QC, FAA, FRS. He also received many other domestic and international 
civic awards and appointments too numerous to list here in full. They included 
the ceremonial titles of Constable of Dover and Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, conferred on him by Queen Elizabeth II after they were made vacant 

Sir Robert Menzies
–A Cornish Mining Family’s

Plaque in the main street of 
Penzance, Cornwall

by the death of Sir Winston Churchill. After leaving political office, MENZIES 
went on to spend five years as Chancellor of his alma mater, the University of 
Melbourne. 

Robert MENZIES’ legacy is still debated in 
Australia. However, John and Catherine 
SAMPSON would no doubt have been 
surprised yet also very proud of their great 
grandson who came from humble Cornish 
mining stock and who, just three generations 
later, successfully entered the highest 
echelons of the legal fraternity, government, 
academia and international society. One 
can’t help but wonder if John and Catherine 
would have also been astonished to see their 
names on a blue plaque in the main street 
of Penzance more than 150 years after their 
son and daughter-in-law sailed to the other 
side of the world in search of their fortune in 
the Victorian goldfields.

Postscript
Sir	Robert	MENZIES’	post	nominals	stand	for:

KT	–	Member	of	the	Most	Ancient	and	Most	Noble	Order	of	the	Thistle
AK	–	Knight	of	the	Order	of	Australia
CH	–	Order	of	the	Companions	of	Honour
PC	–	Privy	Councillor
QC	–	Queen’s	Counsel
FAA	–	Fellow	of	the	Australian	Academy	of	Science
FRS	–	Fellow	of	the	Royal	Society.

Sources
Penzance	Council’s	Blue	Plaque
National	Archives	of	Australia.	‘Australia’s Prime Ministers, Robert MENZIES’	at	http://www.naa.gov.au.
A.	W.	Martin,	‘MENZIES, Sir Robert Gordon (Bob) (1894–1978)’,	Australian	Dictionary	of	Biography,	National	

Centre	 of	 Biography,	 Australian	 National	 University,	 at	 http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/MENZIES-sir-
robert-gordon-bob-11111/text19783.

Ravenscroft,	Stan.	H.		Prime Minister R.G. Menzies delivering the radio broadcast of the Declaration of War, 
3 September 1939.		http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-304910908	(used with permission)

Prime Minister R.G. Menzies 
delivering the radio broadcast of 

the Declaration of War, 3 September 
1939. National Library of Australia.

Legacy Users Group Meeting Change
Following discussions within the  Legacy Users Group, we have decided to 
change the time of our meeting. From May 2017, meetings will be held on the 
3rd Thursday of the month commencing at 10.00am. We hope this will enable 
more users to join in and catch up with the latest developments including the 
recent release of Legacy version 9. 

Please contact the Convenor, Julie Hesse on bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au for 
further information.
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Hot Sites
Cora Num FHGS

www.eggsa.org/
eGGSA is the virtual branch of 
the Genealogical Society of South 
Africa. The eGGSA Library Collection 
includes: South African gravestone 
photographs, family bible inscription 
pages, postcards, South African 
Archive documents, church register 
transcriptions, newspaper extracts, 
1820 settler correspondence, South 
African records transcribed and a 
passenger list project. There is a link 
to free online searches for gravestone 
photographs, document photographs, 
family bible photographs, newspaper extracts, 1820 settler correspondence and 
church register transcripts. This information is free to all, but may not be used in 

or by any commercial enterprise.

www.stamouers.com/
South Africa’s Stamouers (First 
Families) came from Africa, Europe, 
Asia and other places. Some were VOC 
or Dutch East India Company workers, 
free settlers, Huguenot, slaves and 
indigenous. The site includes user 
submitted Stamouer male descendant-
lines and submissions are welcomed. 

www.identitynumber.org/
IdentityNumber.org offers free checks 
of South African identity numbers for 
verification purposes and to prevent 
fraud. This site also offers ancestry 
searches in these categories: death 
notices, family finder, maiden name 
lookup, British concentration camps, 
The 1880s–with user-submitted information on people born in the 1800s who 
lived in South Africa, MASETI (Masters Office Estate Files Index) Files, when 
immigrated, old marriage records (free and link to FamilySearch images) and 
old baptism records (free and link to FamilySearch images). A collection of legal 
gazettes dating from June 2012 can be downloaded or viewed on line. The 

ancestry searches are free but some need a paid member service to access 
further information. 

www.gendatabase.com/
GenDatabase.com South Africa aims 
to gather, protect, and make available 
information on ancestors from South 
Africa. There is a free searchable 
database where users can search 
public accessible information, as well 

as information contributed by genealogy researchers. There is an online ancestor 
database, offering visitors free access to 40+ million searchable transcriptions. 
A daily, weekly or monthly subscription is required to access the full transcripts.

familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1927115?region=South+Africa
FamilySearch Historical Record Collections for South Africa include:

• Cape Province, Civil Deaths, 1895-1972; Kimberley, Probate Records of the 
Supreme Court, 1871-1937 and Western Cape Archives Records, 1792-1992 

• Church of the Province of South Africa, Parish Registers, 1801-2004 
• Dutch Reformed Church Records, (Stellenbosch Archive), 1660-2011 
• Dutch Reformed Church Registers, (Cape Town Archives), 1660-1970 
• Eastern Cape, Estate Files, 1962-2004 
• Free State Dutch Reformed Church Records, 1848-1956 
• Methodist Parish Registers, 1822-1996 
• Natal Province, Civil Marriages, 1845-1955 
• Netherdutch Reformed Church Registers (Pretoria Archive), 1838-1991
• Orange Free State, Estate Files, 1951-2006 
• Reformed Church Records, 1856-

1988 
• Transvaal, Estate Files, 1950-1993 
• Transvaal, Estate Probate Records 

from the Master of the Supreme 
Court, 1869-1958

• Western Cape, Estate Files, 1974 
TIP: From the FamilySearch search screen 
you can use the world map to click on a 
location, for example Africa, and you will 
be taken to the Africa research page. You can then choose a country, such as South 
Africa, and search all South Africa indexed historical records plus there are links to the 
Learning Center courses for South Africa, FamilySearch Catalog for South Africa and 
FamilySearch Wiki for South Africa.

www.stamouers.com/
www.gendatabase.com/
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Hot Sources No. 136
Cora Num FHGS

BARNARD Simon, Convict Tattoos: Marked 
Men and Women of Australia, Text Publishing 
Co, Melbourne, 2016, 128p. At least thirty-seven 
per cent of male convicts and fifteen per cent of 
female convicts were tattooed by the time they 
arrived in the penal colonies. Each convict’s 
details, including their tattoos, were recorded 
when they disembarked, providing an extensive 
physical account of Australia’s convict men and 
women. Convict Tattoos explores various aspects 
of tattooing-from the symbolism of tattoo motifs 
to inking methods, from their use as means of 
identification and control to expressions of individualism and defiance-providing 

a fascinating glimpse of the lives of the people 
behind the records.

FOSKETT Alan & SUTTON Shirley, Caring for 
the Community Rain Hail or Shine: The History 
of District and Community Health Nursing in the 
ACT: 1911 to 2011–100 Years, ACT Community 
Nursing History Group, 2013, 422p. This book 
contains unique and detailed history 1911-2011. 
A major part of the text and photography in this 
book has been contributed and these stories form 
a prominent part of the book and will elicit tears 
and laughter from those who read them. 

GRIFFITH Lisa Marie & WALLACE Ciarán (eds), Grave Matters: Death and 
Dying in Dublin, 1500 to the Present, Four Courts 
Press, Dublin, 2016, 268p. Death is used as a way 
of understanding the social conditions during the 
last five hundred years. The contributions consider 
the role of the public funeral in establishing political 
hierarchies, the fate of the city’s Catholics during the 
era of the penal laws and the survival of the death 
penalty to 1990. They also explore the meanings 
of humble headstones, elaborate memorials and 
post-mortem photography.

IRISH Paul, Hidden in Plain View: The Aboriginal 
People of Coastal Sydney, NewSouth Publishing, 
Sydney, 2017, 240p. This book shows that 
Aboriginal people did not disappear. They may 
have been ignored in colonial narratives but 

maintained a strong bond with the coast and its 
resources and tried to live on their own terms. This 
original and important book tells this powerful story 
through individuals, and brings a poorly understood 
period of Sydney’s shared history back into view.

SMITH, Neil C, Understanding 
Australian Military Speak, 
Unlock the Past, St Agnes 
SA, 2016. 69p. A useful 
book that details 6000 
abbreviations, initialisms and 
acronyms found in Australian 
military records from 1788 to 
the present day.

Ways to Overcome Genealogy Brick Walls
The US Family Tree Magazine have a huge section of articles and information 
available on line. Relevant to this quarter’s theme of brick walls there is a large 
list of articles for research strategies at http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
articlelist/research-strategies
To view some of the more recent articles you need to become a member, but the 
older articles are free to read. These articles include wonderful titles like:

Brick Wall Busters: Going to Pieces. Can’t find your ancestor’s parents? Our expert 
shows you how to break a big genealogical problem into smaller, solvable slices. 
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/brick-wall-busters-going-to-pieces

Big Breakthroughs: 30 Ways to Overcome Genealogy Brick Walls Find out how 
30 family historians hurdled their research brick walls and achieved genealogical 
success. http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/big-breakthroughs
Some of the 30 ways are:

• Don’t miss the mark. I had no record of my grandfather’s birthplace in Poland. 
One day I was cleaning out my mother’s dresser drawer and going through 
her stamp collection, when I came across an envelope with a cancelled 
stamp from Poland. It was from a relative of my grandfather ....

• Get on target. Copy and enlarge a map with your town of interest in the 
center. Using the distance scale, draw concentric circles at regular intervals, 
such as 10 miles, from that town. Then make an alphabetized list of town 
names appearing within each pair of rings.

• Reach out to other researchers. I believe in leaving my name, surnames 
I’m researching and contact information (e-mail address, mailing address 
and phone number) every place I can think of. I left my genealogy card on a 
laundry bulletin board in the small town where my great-grandmother lived, 
and got four phone calls with information about her.
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West Street Cemetery Casino – 
AN5/16.470/01

INTERNATIONAL
Family tree guide to DNA testing 

& genetic genealogy – Bettinger, 
Blaine T – L12/17/09

5,000 years of Kings, Queens, Princes, 
Emperors & Tzars – Craughwell, 
Thomas J – L3/01/02

GREAT BRITAIN
Historical Research using British 

Newspapers – Bates, Denise – 
M2/10/46

ENGLAND
Calendar of the Patent Rolls 1578-

1582 – N5/54/06,07
Crocker 1859 Little Grandpa’s Diary – 

Woolley, Geoff V – N7/40/09
Hilltop Villages of the Chilterns – Hay, 

David & Joan – N7/01/15
Tracing your ancestors in County 

Records – Raymond, Stuart A – 
N5/05/38

Tracing your Northern ancestors – 
Gregson, Keith – N3/60/01

ENGLISH COUNTIES
Essex
Examples of English handwriting 1150-

1750 – Essex Education Committee 
– NEs2/27/01

AUSTRALIA
Family History for Beginners and 

Beyond – O’Neill, Danny, comp. – 
A2/10/12

Researching 
Your Ancestors’ 
Childhood – 
Kyle, Noeline – 
A5/04/04

Understanding 
Australian Military 
Speak – Smith, 
Neil – A5/70/23

NEW SOUTH WALES
Braidwood Central School 1849-1999 

– Bunn, Mary Anne – AN7/45/02
Kiama Court Records 1852-1863 – 

AN5/55/27
The Origins of Irish Convict 

Transportation to New South Wales 
– Reece, Bob – AN7/14/17

Sydney Cemeteries, a field guide – 
Murray, Lisa – AN5/17/08

Local Histories:
Little Plain, Jerangle or Jeringle 

1992-2016 – Roberts, Dianne – 
AN8.630/01/05a

Monumental Inscriptions & Burial 
Records:
Life of the Dead – Old Adaminaby 

Cemetery – Brayshaw, Steve – 
AN5/16.029/02

HAGSOC Library – 
New Collection Items In Brief

compiled by Barbara Moore FHGSC
A selection of those items which have been received recently and are available for use in 
the Library. You can check out more details via the catalogue on the HAGSOC Internet 
site. If a society is the author or compiler of the work their name is not listed. Our thanks 
go to those members who have provided donations. 

Kent:
Tracing your Kent Ancestors – Wright, 

David – NKe5/04/06
Lancashire:
The Liverpool Directory for the year 

1766 – NLa5/89/03
Yorkshire:
Elland St Mary’s Baptisms 1800-1825 

– NYo5/12/315a-b
Elland St Mary’s Marriages 1795-1815 

– NYo5/12/316a-c
A Guide to local studies in East 

Yorkshire – Dyson, Brian – 
NYo5/04/09

Halifax Parish Registers 1542-1543 – 
Hinson, Colin – NYo5/12/317

An Index to the Archbishop of York’s 
Marriage Bonds & Allegations 
1715-1734 – Chilman, P W G – 
NYo5/12/311a-b

Kirkburton Parish Baptisms 1813-
1825 – NYo5/12/317

Kith and Kin Nidderdale families 1500-
1750 – Summerbridge Tutorial 
Group – NYo7/40/01

Middleton-on-the-wolds Parish 
Registers 1678-1837 – NYo5/12/313

Parish Gleanings – Smith, Leslie – 
NYo7/25/01

Seamer Parish Registers 1813-1837 – 
NYo5/12/312

SCOTLAND
Tracing your Edinburgh Ancestors – 

Stewart, Alan – PMln2/10/02
IRELAND
Tracing your Cork Ancestors 3rd 

edition – McCarthy, Tony & Tim 
Caddogan – RMu2/10/04

GERMANY
Trace your German Roots online – 

Beidler, James M – SGe2/14/01

MALTA
The Genealogy and Heraldry of the 

families of Malta – Gauci, Charles A 
– SMa1/80/01a

POLAND
The Polish Biographical Dictionary – 

Sokol, Stanley – 
SPo3/32/01

UNITED STATES 
The Original Lists 

of persons of 
quality 1600-
1700 – Hotton, 
John Camden – 
UVi7/24/01

FAMILY 
HISTORIES
The Bonhams of Wiltshire and Essex 

– Kidston, G J – N4/BON/01
Branching Out – the Family of Patrick 

& Sarah Byrne – Humphries, Amy – 
A4/BYR/01

Echoes of Memories – Burton, Ted & 
Anne – A4/BUR/03

Georgiana – Niall, Brenda – A4/
McC/05

The Jecks family “yeoman farmers of 
Norfolk” – Rands, Irene, John Barrett 
& Murray Johnston – N4/JEC/01a-b

Medieval Maternal Lines of James 
Bamford 1801-1888 – Keating, 
Shirley – N4/BAM/o1

A Publican’s life in early Sydney: 
Charles James Bullivant ensign, 
46th regiment – Miller, Margaret & 
Grahame Thom – A4/BUL/01

A Short history of the family of Tiarks 
of Foxbury – Franklin, Charles A H – 
N4/TIA/01

Some account of the family of Du 
Quesne – Du Cane, Edmund F – 
N4/DUQ/01.
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AUSTRALIA
• Cyril Anthony MOLYNEUX, born in 1918, was an active member of the 

Berwick community in Victoria. He was an Honorary Magistrate for 10 years 
and a Justice of the Peace for 50 years. He died in 2016. Mx World Feb 2017 
vXXXI n3 p11 (L9/61/MOL).

• Louis and Frank MULLINEX, sons of James MULLINEUX and Ellen HURST, 
were born at Farnworth near Bolton, Lancashire. The family emigrated to 
Albany, WA, in 1891, when the sons were aged 10 and 8. Both enlisted 

in the Australian military forces in 1918, serving 
with the Railway Corp in England and France, and 
returning to Australia late in 1919. Mx World Feb 
2017 vXXXI n3 p14 (L9/61/MOL).
• Robert George MOLYNEUX, a well-known 
detective with the Footscray Police Force, was 
born in 1932 and died in 2016 at Geelong. Mx 
World Feb 2017 vXXXI n3 p13 (L9/61/MOL).
• Thomas MOLYNEUX, son of Thomas 
Molyneux and Charlotte Agnes THOMPSON, was 
born in 1888 at Walton, Lancashire. He emigrated 
to Australia in 1910 on the ship Marathon. In 1915 

he married Ada May ARMBRUSTER at Wollongbar, NSW. Their three sons, 
Charles, William and Ronald, served with the Australian military forces during 
WWII. Mx World Feb 2017 vXXXI n3 p14 (L9/61/MOL).

ENGLAND
• Trevor ATKINSON: “Crofton’s links to Captain Cook”. Wakefield Kinsman 

Feb 2017 v20 n3 p27 (NYo9/60/08).
• Adrian BALL has written a book on the ship Great Britain, which made 32 

round trips from Liverpool to Melbourne or Brisbane from 1852 to 1875. The 

From Our Contemporaries
Peter Kennedy & Pauline Bygraves

The items selected for this column are taken from many overseas journals received by 
the Society, and usually make mention of Australia in some form or may be of general 
interest to Australian researchers. The facts are as stated in the item concerned, and 
have not been separately checked. Comprehensive international coverage can be found 
in The Genealogists’ Magazine (N9/60/03), Family Tree (N9/60/07) and Your Family 
Tree (N9/60/14). Articles from these three journals are not necessarily extracted here, 
due to the number of articles they carry which are helpful for research. eJournals are 
accessible on the computers in the overseas room. From the Home Page on our website, 
click on the Index List to gain access to them. If you have any comments or suggestions 
please email editor@familyhistoryact.org.au. 

book (title not given in report) contains 14,000 names of women, men and 
children who sailed to Australia between these dates, recording the date, the 
voyage number, and the length of journey which took between 55 and 70 
days. Roots and Branches Mar 2017 v32 n1 p6 (e-journal–consult index list)

• Jeanette DALL’s father served with the 2/1st Machine Gun Battalion 
(Australian) in Britain between June and November 1940 before going 
to the Middle East. Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHSJ Feb 2017 n142 p39 
(PAbd9/60/01).

• Pauline GARMONSWAY is seeking information on the family lines of John 
ALLAN and Christina GILL (born GREIG, but went by step-father’s name), 
who migrated to Sydney in 1908 (on Asturias and Suffolk respectively) 
and married there the same year. John’s sister, Margaret, married William 
THOMSON and they migrated to Sydney in 1912. Christina’s mother, 
stepfather and her two half-sisters (Helen and Williamina) migrated to Sydney 
in 1901. Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHSJ Feb 2017 n142 p40 (PAbd9/60/01).

• William MOLYNEUX and Elizabeth DAVIS were married at Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, on 30 Jun 1869, six weeks before emigrating to Australia on 
the ss Great Britain. Mx World Feb 2017 vXXXI n3 p11 (L9/61/MOL).

• Peter NETTLETON was born in 1824 in Ossett and began work in the 
Yorkshire clothing trade at the age of 9. He arrived in Melbourne in 1849 and 
found employment in fellmongering and wool scouring. He married M A HILL 
and died in 1901 at Abbotsford. Scrivener Sep 2016 n156 p16 (NYo9/60/11).

GENERAL
• Michael LITTLEWOOD: “How to … Digitising the family photos”. 

NZ Genealogist Apr 2017 v48 n364 p50 (K9/60/02).
• World War I timeline: Jan to Mar 1917. Chesterfield & DFHSJ Mar 2017 n110 

p13 (e-journal–consult index list).
IRELAND
• Kevin Flanagan COOMBES: “Irish place names 

and families–Ulster” Irish Roots first qtr 2017 
n101 p24 (R9/60/04).

• Jennifer HARRISON: “Shackled: Female 
convicts at Moreton Bay 1826-1839”. Irish 
Roots first qtr 2017 n101 p26 (R9/60/04).

• Marion McGARRY: “Irish weddings and 
customs”. Irish Roots first qtr 2017 n101 p8 
(R9/60/04).

• Dwight RADFORD: “Scots-Irish Research: The 
Ulster Records”. The Septs Apr 2017 v38 n2 
p49 (R9/60/07).
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• James G RYAN: “Tracing your Kilkenny ancestors”. Irish Roots first qtr 2017 
n101 p108 (R9/60/04).

• The theme for this issue of The Septs is “Ireland 1916-1922”. It includes 
articles on “The Easter Rising: Just Another Rebellion!”; “The Road to Irish 
Independence”; a book review of Chris Paton’s “ A Decade of Centenaries: 
Researching Ireland 1912-1923”; “Tracing Ancestors Who Fought in the Irish 
Revolution 1913-1923”. The Septs Oct 2016 v37 n4 (R9/60/07).

NEW ZEALAND
• Alexander HATRICK, founder of the Wanganui riverboat service, was born 

at Smythesdale, Victoria, in 1857 to Alexander HATRICK and Margaret 
SINCLAIR who had recently emigrated from Scotland. Alexander junior 
served as Mayor of Wanganui from 1897-1904, and died there in 1918. 
Gallus Mar 2017 n108 p29 (PLKs9/60/01).

• Brian JENNER, born in 1934 near Gillingham, Kent, was the elder son 
of William Henry Alvin JENNER and Lilian Myrtle WENMAN. The family 
emigrated to New Zealand in 1950. Brian became a teacher and, after 
marrying Pauline HOPKINS in 1957, taught at several schools in Australia, 
including Ballarat Grammar, East Cannington, Dandenong, Rushworth and 
Kyabram. Brian died in Feb 2017. New Zealand Family Tree Apr 2017 v50 i1 
p6 (e-journal–consult index list).

SCOTLAND
• John COWE (surname changed from COW between 1891 and 1901) was 

born at Moss Side in 1884, and worked in sawmills in Scotland and spent 
some time in Australia before marrying Jesse. John died in 1948. Aberdeen 
& NE Scotland FHSJ Feb 2017 n142 p25 (PAbd9/60/01).

Update on Red Cross Archives Information
At the May monthly meeting on Tuesday 2 May, David Palmer spoke on 
Restoring Family Links: The work of Red Cross’s International Tracing Service.

During his presentation he was asked whether 
Red Cross tracing archives in Melbourne were 
available for research. At the time he did not 
know, however, David has let us know since that 
some time ago their National Office provided 
their WW2 records (and possibly some others) 
to the University of Melbourne Archives, who 
have digitised them and made them available 
online.

The following recent RN story provides more detail for those interested 
in exploring the records. http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/
sundayextra/red-cross-archives/8521976

Society Education and Social Activities
July to September 2017

Unless otherwise stated, all activities are held in the HAGSOC Education Room at the 
Cook Community Hub. Bookings not required for Monthly meetings, Special Interest 
Group meetings (open only to members), or User Group meetings (open to non-
HAGSOC members).
Education Sessions—Bookings are required for all Education and Events. Courses, 
Workshops and Seminars are listed in the President’s Newsletter, in the Library, and on 
our webpage www.familyhistoryact.org.au. For courses requiring payment, please register 
and pay for these events on our webpage, or at the Library. For any last minute changes 
please check the Events and Courses pages on our website www.familyhistoryact.org.au. 
Write to registration@familyhistoryact.org.au for course or general queries.

JULY 2017
2 Sun 2-4.30pm: New members Course 708.  Topics are Beginning your 

family history, and An introduction to the HAGSOC Library. Presenters are 
Brian Buckley and Barb Toohey.  Please register online under the Courses 
page on our website.

4 Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. TBA

7 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except Jan in the 
Education Room. Contact Danny djjo@optusnet.com.au.

8 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). The July topic is “How can you help me with my Irish brick wall?”. 
There are six meetings per year, held on the first Saturday of February, then 
the second Saturday of March, May, July, September and November, in the 
Education Room. Contact Barbara bmoore123@iinet.net.au

12 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: South of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Dick Stevens). meets on the second Wednesday of every odd 
month (except January) in the Education Room.

13 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad, co-convenor Mick Hanley) meets on second Thursday 
of each month except Jan in the Education Room. Contact Barbara 
jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come along to any meeting.

15 Sat 9.30am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December in the Education Room. The topic for each meeting is advertised 
in the calendar of events on the website and in the President’s monthly 
newsletter. Contact Gina 02 6231 9866 writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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20 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au. 

20 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: East Anglia Special Interest Group (convenor 
June Penny) meets on the third Thursday of the month in January, April, July 
and October in the Library.

23 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor 
Pauline Ramage) meets on the fourth Sunday of every odd month in the 
Education Room. This month we will be looking at Websites – so bring 
along a website you would like to share with us. We will look at Trove, State 
Records, BDM’s, Cemetery updates. Any website you want to know about 
we can have a look at.

24 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. 
These sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone 
wishing to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really 
fabulous resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session 
as we will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC 
Library–6251 7004 in the designated folder.

25 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.

28-29 Fri-Sat: Dubbo Scanner/lightroom training

AUGUST 2017
1 Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. Speaker TBA.

2 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 
(convenor Allyson Luders). This month’s presentation is on Death, Burial, 
Funerals, Probate etc – all things post death in TMG. We meet on the 
first Wednesday of each even month in the Library. Contact Allyson at 
allysonluders@gmail.com.

3 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Bob 
Forrester) meets on the first Thursday of every even month in the Education 
Room. All members welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

4 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except Jan in the 
Education Room. Contact Danny djjo@optusnet.com.au.

5 Sat “Finding the Stories Behind the Dates” seminar, external location, 
with Richard Reid, Michael Piggott, Mary Stutters, and one more.

9 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor 
Sue Fallon) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month in the 
Education Room.

10 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad, co-convenor Mick Hanley) meets on second Thursday 
of each month except Jan in the Education Room. Contact Barbara 
jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come along to any meeting.

10 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: North of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Peter Procter & Tom Bellas) meets on the second Thursday in 
February, May, August and November in the Library. 

17 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au. 

17 Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even month except Dec. For details and venue, 
contact Niel on 6248 0971.

19 Sat 9.30am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December in the Education Room. The topic for each meeting is advertised 
in the calendar of events on the website and in the President’s monthly 
newsletter. Contact Gina 02 6231 9866 writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.

21 Mon 9am to 4.30pm: Researching Abroad: Finding European and British 
Isles Ancestors. An Unlock the Past Roadshow Seminar being held at the 
Harmonie German Club Canberra. Bookings and program details available 
at www.unlockthepast.com.au.

24 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: London Special Interest Group (convenor Jeanette 
Hahn) meets on the fourth Thursday of each even-numbered month, except 
December in the Education Room. This month will look at finding and 
working on our brickwalls. For future presentations, check out our Events 
page at http://familyhistoryact.org.au/. Or contact Jeanette 6288 8126.

26 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meet in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

28 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. 
These sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone 
wishing to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really 
fabulous resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session 
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as we will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC 
Library–6251 7004 in the designated folder.

29 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.

SEPTEMBER 2017
1 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 

Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except Jan in the 
Education Room. Contact Danny djjo@optusnet.com.au.

5 Tue 8pm: Monthly Meeting. TBA

9 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). The July topic is “The Short Sea: The Irish in Scotland 1790-1840”. 
There are six meetings per year, held on the first Saturday of February, then 
the second Saturday of March, May, July, September and November in the 
Education Room. Contact Barbara bmoore123@iinet.net.au

12 Tue 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
in the Education Room on the second Tuesday of each month.

13 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: South of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Dick Stevens). meet on the second Wednesday of every odd 
month (except January) in the Education Room.

14 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (convenor 
Barbara Broad, co-convenor Mick Hanley) meet on second Thursday 
of each month except Jan in the Education Room. Contact Barbara 
jbjbroad@bigpond.com or come along to any meeting.

16 Sat 9.30am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Gina 
Tooke) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January and 
December in the Education Room. The topic for each meeting is advertised 
in the calendar of events on the website and in the President’s monthly 
newsletter. Contact Gina 02 6231 9866 writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.

21 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au. 

24 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor Pauline 
Ramage) meet on the fourth Sunday of every odd month in the Education 
Room. Jenny Higgins will be giving a talk on the topic for this month is on 
the Australian Joint Copying Project or AJCP as it is referred to. This was a 
project between National Libraries in England, Australia and Mitchell Library 

in Sydney to copy all material relating to Australia and the Pacific. Original 
records relating to Convicts, Military Personnel, Admiralty Records where 
you will find Surgeons Logs and more. New Members welcome.

25 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. 
These sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone 
wishing to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really 
fabulous resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session 
as we will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC 
Library–6251 7004 in the designated folder.

26 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.

Brickwalls, Old Dog, New Tricks — Genealogy 
Notes 8-14 Jun 2015 (Shauna Hicks blog)

[Helen SMITH presented a talk at the Bribie Island Library in 2015.]
The first part of the talk was on the basics - why get death certificates, where 
from and what’s on them and so on. Essential to know if you are starting out 
but a bit boring if you have been around a while like me. BUT even if you are 
an old hand you should never tune out as you just might miss something totally 
relevant.
Most of my brick walls have tumbled over the last few years with new indexes, 
digitised resources and mega databases but I still have one that has eluded me 
since I first hit it in 1977. For nearly 40 years I have been trying to find the death 
of James Henry TREVASKIS in Copperfield Queensland between Oct 1868 and 
Nov 1873 when his wife Elizabeth remarried. So what did Helen say that might 
be relevant for my brick wall?
Helen mentioned how many unknown deaths there were - people who die and 
are not identified or their remains are found until many years later. Is my James 
Henry an unknown? I suspect even if he was it might be a bit hard to prove but 
I will be looking into all unknown male deaths in my time frame to see if any fit 
or should be looked into more.
The second thing was similar in that if there is no body there is no death 
certificate. So if James disappeared his wife would have had to wait seven years 
to declare him dead. But she remarried five years after the last known sighting 
of James Henry which tends to suggest that she knew he was dead. But why no 
death certificate? .... continue reading at ...
https://diaryofanaustraliangenealogist.blogspot.com.au/2015/06/brickwalls-old-
dog-new-tricks-genealogy.html
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Photocopies
A4 25c 
A3 45c

Microform Prints
A4 45c 
A3 90c

GRO Certificate Service
$18 members
$23 non-members

Translation Service
$5 per 100 words translated.
Translations available for the following. 
languages:
Afrikaans, Czech, Dutch, 
English to Dutch, Flemish, French, 
Frisian, German, German Gothic, 
Icelandic, Italian, Japanese, Latin, 
Norwegian, Old English, Old Script c. 
1600–>, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, 
Welsh.
Further details in Library

LDS Film Hire
Films from the LDS may be ordered 
and viewed in our Library. Orders to 
be made in the Library and paid for on 
placement of order.
Further details in Library

Discounts
Financial members receive a 10% 
discount when purchasing HAGSOC 
publications.
Further details in Library

Research Advice
The Society’s Research Officer offers 
a free service to members, for those 
facing a “brick wall” in their research. 
This is a mail-only service. Please post 
or email your query to the secretary.

Research Service
Not currently being offered.
Readers' queries
Members may submit queries for 
inclusion in The Ancestral Searcher free 
of charge. Non-members $27.50.
Contact: editor@familyhistoryact.org.au

Services for Members

Notice to 
Contributors

The copy deadline for contributions to 
The Ancestral Searcher is the 5th of 
the month prior to publication.
The journal is published quarterly 
in March, June, September and 
December.
The Editor welcomes articles, letters, 
news and items of interest on any 
subject pertaining to family and local 
history.
Digital text files in either MS Word or 
plain text are preferred. Article length 
should be no more than 2000 words, 
600–1500 words, with one or two 
quality images is ideal.
Digital images should be provided as 
greyscale 300 dpi tiff or jpeg images.
The Editor reserves the right, without 
exception, to edit all articles and 
include or omit images as appropriate.
Authors can assist by providing 
contact details and your HAGSOC 
membership number; using spelling 
as accepted by The Macquarie 
Dictionary; formatting dates to ‘1 
July 1899’; ship names should   be 
italicised; and family names should 
be formatted as ALL CAPITALS. 
Submissions and questions to: 
editor@familyhistoryact.org.au.

Copy	for	advertising	and	contributions	is	required	by	the	first	day	of	the	month	preceding	the	
month of publication.  Advertising in the journal:
 Full page for four consecutive issues $330; half page for four consecutive issues $175;
 Full page for one issue $110; half page for one issue $60.
Advertising in non-consecutive issues is charged at the single issue rate. 10% discount is available 
to advertisers who are members of the Society. 
Advertising	 in	 the	 form	 of	 flyers	 can	 be	 included	with	 the	 journal	 posting.	These	 are	 to	 be	
supplied by the advertiser folded to A5 or smaller in size, cost for A5 20c, A4 30c and A3 or 
larger 50c per insert.
Readers’ Queries up to 60 words: members, no charge; non-members $35.00.
 Payment is required at the time of submission. All prices include GST
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Monthly general meetings are held beginning at 8.00pm in the Cook Community Hub Hall, 
Templeton	Street,	Cook,	ACT	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	each	month,	except	 January.	The	Annual	
General	 Meeting	 is	 held	 on	 the	 first	 Tuesday	 of	 November.	 Notices	 of	 special	 meetings,	
and social gatherings are advertised in this journal as appropriate.

Unit 7, 41 Templeton Street, Cook  — 02 6251 7004

 Opening hours:  Tuesday 11.00 am  —  2.00 pm
    4.30 pm *  —  7.45 pm
   Wednesday 10.00 am  —  3.30 pm
   Thursday 11.00 am  —  2.00 pm
   Saturday 2.00 pm  —  5.00  pm
   Sunday 2.00 pm  —   5.00  pm 

* Only on the first Tuesday of the month (except January) before the General meeting.

The Library is CLOSED on all Public Holidays
Reader's Access Ticket for non-members: $10 for one day, $20 one week, $30 one month.

The Ancestral Searcher	is	the	official	journal	of	the	Heraldry	&	Genealogy	Society	of		Canberra	Inc.	
The	journal	is	published	quarterly	and	available	without	charge	to	financial	members	of	the	Society	
and	affiliated	bodies.	Kindred	Societies	can	receive	the	journal	on	an	exchange	basis.	Back	copies	are	
available for current year and previous two years $10.00 each. Earlier issues are $5.00 each or $10.00 
for a yearly bundle of 4 issues (price includes postage within Australia).
Reproduction without permission is not permitted. The views expressed in the items in the journal 
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Society, and the Society cannot vouch for the 
authenticity of advertisements appearing in the journal.
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SOCIETY MEETINGS

Membership begins from the date the member joins and will expire either one or two years later 
at the end of the month in which the member joined. New members, or members who have 
lapsed for more than 12 months, are required to pay a joining fee.  Joint membership is available 
for additional members at the same address. The Pensioner concession is available to Australian 
residents who hold a current CRN or DVA card. Amounts are shown for one year.
 Individual $ 75.00 Joining Fee $ 20.00
 Joint $ 110.00 Journal Only – Australia $ 35.00
 Individual – Pensioner $ 70.00 Journal Only – Overseas $ 45.00
 Joint – Pensioner $ 100.00  All prices include GST
Membership forms are available on the website, at the HAGSOC Library or can be posted on request.
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