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 ne of my most treasured 
memories from my childhood is 

being with my mother and sisters at 
Wentworth Castle.  We would take a 

picnic with us and there were often 
several other mums and children 

around.  It was a lovely summer day 
and, as children do, we made best 
use of the gardens and the exciting 
ruins of Stainborough Castle. 

     Like so many local people I was 
under the impression that this had been 
a real castle which had overlooked the 

valley for hundreds of years and I    
remember being disappointed to learn 
many years later that it was, in fact, a 
folly built at about the same time as the 
more modern-looking Wentworth Castle 
which is familiar to most Barnsley     

people.  It was many years later when I 
returned to Barnsley to do research for 

my university thesis that I learned 
some of the history of the two castles.  
I had always wondered about the    
connection between Wentworth Castle 
and the more famous Wentworth    

Woodhouse near Rotherham.  I wondered 
why a great family, powerful and wealthy 
would have two great houses so close 

together in such unimportant places as 
Barnsley and Rotherham. 

     Opening my latest edition of the 
National Trust magazine in early May 
I found the answer to that question 
which, I admit, hadn’t really been top 

of my list of important things to do.  

According to the National Trust, Thomas 
Wentworth was disappointed when in 
1695 his expected inheritance of the 
estate at Wentworth Woodhouse 
passed to his cousin Thomas Watson 
Wentworth, through the female line.  

Our Barnsley Thomas was determined 
to prove his worth and set about a career  

in politics that equalled that of his 
more famous cousin and some might 
say he was more productive.  He 
helped to negotiate the Treaty of 

Utrecht which brought peace to 
Europe after many years of war and 

secured British rule for Gibraltar. 

     The Wentworth family in-fighting 
probably went far beyond anything we 
would imagine today.  Wentworth and 
Stainborough Castles were Thomas’ 
way of saying that although he hadn’t 
inherited the Wentworth Woodhouse 

Estate, he was capable of creating his 
own dynasty, with a great house to 
rival that of his cousin.  He did at least 
achieve that, the house and grounds 
became known as some of the most 
excellent in Britain.  His son William 

inherited the castles and continued to 
develop the gardens and parklands. 

     William died childless, and his three 

sisters became rivals for the inheritance 
which, by Act of Parliament, passed to his 
youngest sister, Henrietta Vernon-Wentworth.  
The Vernon-Wentworths continued the 
development of the plant collections and 
took good care of the house and gardens.  

It was after the Second World War that 

the family sold the property to Barnsley 
Council, and the more recent history is 
well within living memory.  Firstly a 
teacher training College, then Northern 
College and the wonderful opportunities it 
opened up to so many people of all ages.  

I hope that Thomas Wentworth would 

have been proud to know that his mansion 
on the hill had provided such opportunity 
for pleasure as well as for self-
development to so many local people.  I 
have always loved the place and hope to 
visit it soon. 

Maggie Bennett   

Details from National Trust Magazine, Summer 2019 

EDITORIAL 
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 ow on earth can we be in Autumn? Meteorological Autumn may start on 
September 1st but I’ll be old-fashioned and use the Autumn Equinox as 

the start of Autumn, giving me another 3 weeks of Summer. The Committee 

meetings and Members’ evenings are all to be held on Thursday at Buckley 
Street and it would be great to see you on the 3rd Thursday of every month for 

the usual monthly meeting. 

BFHS Committee 

     The Committee last met on Thursday, September 5th when everyone 
was present, except for Jeff who was unable to attend because of work 

commitments. There will be a meeting on November 7th and then one on 

January 2nd 2020. 

      The commitment to the Committee is not onerous, we are still looking 
for a couple more people to offer to serve on our Committee, as this will 

lighten the load on our multi-taskers as well as offering new perspectives 

and points of view. Are you one such person? Please contact me if you feel 

that you may be, I can then give you further details. 

BFHS trip to KWVR and Haworth, Wednesday July 17th 2019 

     This was a real success for us. A full coach, good weather and (almost) 
everything to plan. Thank you so much to everyone who booked to come, 

there will be a similar Summer day trip, probably around the same time 

next year so look for further details in the Spring issue. (There is a fuller 

review of our day elsewhere in this magazine.) 

Proposed visit to Wentworth Woodhouse ‘Back to Back’ section 

     After the success of the visit to Wentworth Woodhouse in 2017 and the 

recent wide publicity around the Wentworth Trust renovations, it has been 
proposed that we visit the section of the house that is ‘back to back’ with 

the main house like an upmarket semi-detached, I suppose. 

     The Clifford Tour, as it is called, is a relatively new addition to the tours 

programme, it costs £22 per person with a 10% discount for groups. (If 
you are a member of the National Trust you only pay 50% of the full 

price.)This tour goes round the private rooms of the Newbold family who 

were resident before selling the estate to the Trust, they restored parts of 

the main house and the Long Gallery which is stunning 

     Time constraints mean that this visit will realistically be booked for 

Spring 2020. The main idea is that we travel independently and meet at 

the house, there is extensive free parking. The café has been extensively 
refurbished, our searches and library colleagues, Kathryn and Elaine, have 

quality tested it on several occasions and pronounced it excellent! 

     What do you think?  Please get in touch with me: 

 secretary@barnsleyfhs.co.uk  

or by post, my details are inside the front cover. I am happy to receive 
any thoughts that you may have so I can pass them on to the Committee. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
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WILLS AND PROBATE 

 here is a new service available 
allowing you to research for 

any person’s will from the site: 

www.gov.uk/wills-probate-inheritance/
searching-for-probate-records 

     This site holds the Government 
records for the period from 1858 to 
the present day and the fee for a 
search has been reduced from £10 
to £1.50 per will. 

To access a record: 

Click on the site and scroll down 

to ‘Search Online for a probate 
record. 

Click ‘Search online’ which takes 
you to a page to enter details – 

don’t put in too much detail, as I 
did, as any wrong element results 
in failure to find the record. The 
system lists the possible choices 

to select from.  

There are 3 options: 

     1996 to the present 

     1858 to 1996 

     Soldiers’ Wills     

KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP 

Barnsley Chronicle, 20th Novem-

ber, 1858. 

     It is important to click on the 
correct date range. 

     I have searched for several wills 
with varying success, the site is not 

as easy to navigate as it should be. 

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

 ravestones are a brilliant      
resource for all family historians, 

who hasn’t spent many an hour 
wandering round graveyards? 

     The site - UK Gravestones - offers 
a fantastic resource for family historians 
which many of you have used. 

However, it is not comprehensive 

as several Family History societies 
have placed the information they 
have gained into their own archives. 

     I have been made aware of a 
site - www.gravestonephotos.com – 
which has a vast amount of data 
taken from gravestones. I had a 

quick look at this site but it can be 

quite confusing and, so far, I have 
not got as far as the costs involved. 

Margaret E. Williams 

   

Publicising BFHS 

     This a major focus for the Committee as we do not want your Society 
to fall by the wayside as so many family history societies have. It has been 
decide to place adverts in local publications and to arrange for flyers to be 

printed and distributed although the details are still being worked on. This 
is your Society so if you have any suggestions for organisations/groups 
we may target, please let me know. 

     All very best to you, I hope to see you at the next monthly meeting.  

Margaret E. Williams 

General Secretary 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 
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FOR THE EAGLE-EYED 

Huddersfield & District Family History Society 

Family and Local History Fair 

The only West Yorkshire Family History Fair in 2019 

Saturday 16th November 2019 

10.00 am to 4.00 pm 

at 

Cathedral House, St Thomas' Road, Huddersfield, HD1 3LG 

Admission £3.00 Accompanied children under 16 free. 

There is plenty of free car parking space at Cathedral House. 

Cathedral House cafe open all day. 

     Over the years, when out-and-

about walking, have you noticed 

this date plaque? 

     Can you name the building, 

and its location? 

Suggestions to: 

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

     All will be revealed in the next 

issue of Domus Historiae. 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 
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MEMBERS’ FEEDBACK AND QUERIES 

Hello Jeff, 

Could you please place a request in a future issue of Domus Historiae. 

     William KENWORTHY married Hannah DENTON in Featherstone on 30 
May 1814. They went on to have nine children (including a daughter called 
Sabrah) baptised in Barnsley between 1815 and 1834. William was buried 

at St Mary, Barnsley on 14 April 1835, aged 45.  

     I’m seeking William's origins. Can't connect him to the KENWORTHY 
family of Scammonden near Huddersfield where a William KENWORTHY 

married Sabra HAIGH in 1765. 

     Any help greatly appreciated. 

Cheers, 

Dave  Annal 

Please direct responses to the editor, who will forward them to the 

member, and also post replies in a future issue of the journal. 

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

RETIREMENT 

     It’s is with regret that Maggie Bennett has decided to retire from the 

position of erant editor of Domus Historiae.  This issue will carry her final 

editorial.  

     I’m sure you’ll remember that Maggie was full time editor of the journal 

for a number of years before announcing her first retirement.  I persuaded 

Maggie to continue writing the editorials, which she has done for nearly three 

years. 

      But this time, her decision to retire is final, and I cannot persuade 

her to continue. 

     So on behalf of the members bid farewell to Maggie, hoping that she 

will maybe, contribute and article or two, in the future? 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 



7 

  Volume 27 Number 3 October 2019 

 fter the success of last year’s 

‘society trip’, the Committee 

decided that we would organise a 

repeat visit to somewhere relatively 

“heritage” so, at the March Committee 

meeting, several options were      

narrowed down to a venue that 

would appeal to a range of our 

members’ different interests.  A ride 

on the Keighley and Worth Valley 

Railway, followed by a couple of 

hour’s free time in Haworth, was 

thought to tick all the boxes.  It was 

very pleasing that many people thought 

like us as the 52-seater coach was fully 

booked by the end of April!  The      

tendrils of the trip had extended to 

other groups such as U3A and the  

Lamproom Theatre in the Barnsley area 

as we welcomed people from those 

organisations as well.  The popularity of 

this trip meant that we could offer a 

small refund to every passenger, these 

were very well received for being    

unexpected. 

     You always take a gamble on 

the weather when booking in March 

for July, we were so lucky that July 

17th dawned warm(ish), dry, with 

forecast of sunshine later. Bingo!  

HAWORTH AND THE KEIGHLEY AND WORTH VALLEY  

RAILWAY -  REPORT 

We left Barnsley just before 9 am en 

route for Oxenhope where the KWVR 

line starts.  The coach driver was new 

to the company and the area – (more 

about this later) - so, after a rather 

tortuous route to Denholme, he was 

guided to Oxenhope by 10:15 am.  

The Station buffet had been warned 

that we were coming; it provided a 

much appreciated oasis for           

refreshments before the train arrived. 

     Leaving Oxenhope at 11:30, a     

carriage had been reserved for our 

group, plenty of room, the chance to 

walk around the carriages, leaflet    

information as well as staff to chat to if 

you wished.  The ride to Keighley took 

25 minutes, there was a chance to  

inspect the engine which was turned 

round in 20 minutes, station staff was 

on hand to talk to about the running of 

the KWVR, leaving at 12:15, and we 

arrived back in Oxenhope at 12:40.  

Some passengers asked if the BFHS 

could organise a full day trip just to the    

Railway?  Everyone was complimentary 

about this section of the trip, I was  

feeling relieved and pleased all had 

gone to plan, this is when the best laid 

plans started to unravel somewhat… 

 

BFHS Summer Trip on Wednesday July 17th 

Haworth and the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway 

 

 

 

                                                     

 

On behalf of the BFHS, I must apologise to all those people who had booked this visit which had been 

arranged for people with restricted mobility in mind. Some people were quite upset which is totally 

understandable, they were given apologies for the confusion but I am sure that this experience must 

have spoilt part of their time in Haworth. 

Entry to Haworth Parsonage was not included but it is worth a visit so some of us, myself included, 

took advantage of this. Seeing the size of the rooms and their contents allied to the Bronte’s personal 

artefacts really makes you think of the conditions that the three Bronte sisters lived and wrote in. The 

artefacts really give you a sense of their personalities, some of the letters Charlotte wrote after the 

deaths of Anne and Emily are heart-breaking. 

                                                      

 

The cafes benefitted from our custom judging by those of us enjoying chips, toasties and afternoon 

tea, more than once in some cases! As the weather was sunny and warm, it was good to sit outside 

and watch the world go by. The bags of goodies appearing back on the bus were testament to some 

serious shopping. By using word of mouth, courtesy of all our group, some people were able to reach 

the coach at the bottom of the hill at the end of the day before most people got on at the top car park 

where the driver should have parked initially. The bush telegraph worked well! 

The journey back to Barnsley was uneventful via a rather interesting route which included Odsal Top, 
we were all safely delivered back to base and, most people agreed that they had a really enjoyable day 
in great company. Several emails and a card received since the trip saying how their writers had en-
joyed the day, were much appreciated. 
Now where are we going for Summer 2020… 

 

 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 
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at the bottom of the hill so folk began 

to get off the bus and set off walking up 

the hill! Sitting at the rear of the bus, I 

could do nothing except contact the 

coach company who assured me that 

the planned route had been given to 

the driver although this did not help on 

us the day. 

     On behalf of the Barnsley FHS 

committee, I must apologise to all 

those people who had booked this visit 

which had been arranged for people 

with restricted mobility in mind. Some 

people were quite upset which is totally 

understandable, they were given 

apologies for the confusion but I am 

sure that this experience must have 

spoilt part of their time in Haworth. 

     Haworth is extremely hilly as 

anyone who has seen the Tour de 

Yorkshire will know, so the plan 

was to park in the coach area at the 

top of Haworth where the walk to 

shops and cafes is fairly flat, the 

trip was planned to be accessible to 

all travellers no matter what was their 

level of mobility.  The steep section  

 only really starts at the Black Bull 

pub (which was the favourite haunt 

of Branwell Bronte!) The coach 

driver had other ideas unfortunately, 

he had also been consulting his Sat-

Nav and we all know the problems 

that can cause to large vehicles.  

Optimism was quickly receding as 

we set off for Haworth using a  

completely different route to the 

one which had been agreed. To cut 

a long story short, the driver parked  

     Entry to Haworth Parsonage was 

not included but it is worth a visit so 

some of us, me included, took 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 
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advantage of this. Seeing the size 

of the rooms and their contents 

allied to the Bronte’s personal    

artefacts really makes you think of 

the conditions that the three Bronte 

sisters lived and wrote in. The    

artefacts really give you a sense of 

their personalities; some of the  

letters Charlotte wrote after the 

deaths of Anne and Emily are heart

-breaking. 

     The cafes benefitted from our  
custom judging by those of us enjoying 
chips, toasties and afternoon tea, 

more than once in some cases! As 
the weather was sunny and warm, it 

was good to sit outside and watch the 
world go by. The bags of goodies  
appearing back on the bus were   
testament to some serious shopping. 
By using word of mouth, courtesy of 
our entire  group, some people were  

able to reach the coach at the    

bottom of the hill at the end of the 

day before most people got on at 

the top car park where the driver 

should have parked initially. The 

bush telegraph worked well! 

     The journey back to Barnsley was 

uneventful via a rather interesting 

route which included Odsal Top, we 

were all safely delivered back to 

base and, most people agreed that 

they had a really enjoyable day in 

great company. Several emails and 

a card received since the trip saying 

how their writers had enjoyed the 

day, were much appreciated. 

     Now where are we going for 

Summer 2020?  

Margaret E. Williams 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Now it’s your turn.  Everyone has a story to tell! 

If you’ve enjoyed reading the articles in this issue, why not 

write a piece for a future issue of the journal?   

Please contact the editor:  

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk   

who can offer assistance  and encouragement.  

Remember, every journey starts with the first step. 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 
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F rank Thompson Gibson was my 

great uncle and older brother of 

my paternal grandad, Robert Gibson 

(1894-1970).  He was the second 

born child of eight to Charles 

Thompson Gibson (1857-1916) and 

Mary Ann King (1861-1941), the 

daughter of Robert King (1831-1908) 

the first ever Barnsley Sewerage 

Works Manager.  He lived all his life in 

Barnsley and died of tuberculosis (TB) 

on 17th May 1908 at 25 Hawthorne 

Street, his family home.  His siblings 

were:  Annie Winfred Gibson (1883-

1904); Harry King Gibson (1889-

1921); Violet Gibson (1891-1984); 

Robert Gibson (1894-1970); Charles 

Bernard George Gibson (1896-1920); 

Fred Gibson (1898-1909) and Arthur 

Cyril Gibson (1899-1921).   

     Charles Thompson Gibson was a 

furniture canvasser and returned to 

Barnsley in 1883, with Mary Anne 

and their daughter Annie Winifred 

from Huddersfield.  The 1891 census 

shows them living in South Ward, 

District 18 in Cobden Terrace (?),  

and the 1901 census shows the 

family living in the Parish of St. Peter 

at 208 ?? with Frank working as a 

wood carver’s apprentice.   

     The 1911 census shows the 

family living at 25 Hawthorne 

Street, where Frank died of TB on 

the 17th May 1908 and was buried in 

Barnsley Cemetery on the 20th May.  

His brother Fred died in December 

1909.  His father, Charles Thompson 

died in October 1916 and his three 

younger brothers, Charles Bernard 

George in April 1920, Arthur Cyril in 

May 1921 and Harry King in July 1921.  

Only my grandfather, Robert who 

served in WWI and his sister Violet 

survived into late adulthood. 

     My parents and I often used to 

visit 25 Hawthorne Street from the 

1950’s to the 1980’s to see my 

great aunt Violet – known to me as 

Aunty Vi.  It was a fascinating 

house, as it had been in a time 

warp from the 1940’s after Frank’s 

mother, Mary Ann had died in 

1941.   On entering the house, I 

remember a working gas mantle in 

the hallway, a stone sink in the 

scullery, wallpaper from the mid 

1930’s or earlier, a curious smell of 

old curiosities and plenty of artefacts 

– a real treasure trove; it always 

reminded me of Steptoe and Son, 

broadcast on the BBC in the 1960’s.  

Aunty Vi had been a housekeeper 

to the Gilfillan family in the 1950’s 

and 60’s and had been a very active 

member of the WRVS.  Eric Gilfillan 

(1937-198) was the Barnsley Town 

Clerk in the 1960’s and 1970’s. 

FRANK THOMPSON GIBSON: WOOD CARVER (1885-1908) 

   Frank Thompson Gibson c. 1903 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 
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The picture shows the entire family, 

circa 1903, with Frank Thompson 

standing proudly next to his father.  

Robert Gibson could be in the centre.  

On the far left is Arthur Cyril Gibson 

who was a member of the Sheffield 

Road Baptist Church musical group 

where he performed in The Mikado.   

Arthur Cyril Gibson is on the far left 

in this photograph, circa 1914, from 

the production of The Mikado. 

Here is Aunty Vi (second from the 

left) taken in 1950; not sure of the 

occasion or the other ladies, any 

suggestions most welcome. 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 
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     The more visits I made to see Aunty Vi at Hawthorne Street, the more 

interested I became in his books, carvings and artwork.  Aunty Vi never 

really offered much information and neither did my grandad Robert, and 

now as I am researching my family history, I am trying to find out more 

about him and the Barnsley Government School of Science and Art.  Any 

help will be greatly appreciated. 

     There is a book in my collection, the ‘Perspective & the Projection of 

Shadows & Reflections’, and I think that plus some pencil, ink and charcoal 

drawings is what got me interested in art and engineering and geometrical 

drawing at grammar school which I studied to O-level.  From the age of 10 

my heart was set on being an architect, which I almost did but with my 

love of mathematics I discovered statistics and went on to study statistics 

at university, with no regrets.   

 

     Some of those artefacts, which I now have, were great uncle Frank’s 

wood carvings, drawings and books that he won at the Barnsley Government 

School of Science and Art, Harvey Institute, Honorary Secretary O. de 

Mirimimonde.  They are:  

1st prize for Advanced Modelling from Cast, ‘The Anatomy of Pattern’, Lewis F. Day, 1900. 

1st prize (given by Mr Alderman Wray) for Elementary Design, ‘Ecclesiastical Woodwork’, 

T. Talbot Bury, 1901-02. 

1st prize, The Committee’s Prize for Pen and Ink Drawing, ‘L ’Art Decoratif aux Expositions 

des Beaux-Arts’, 1902-1903. 

1st prize (Mr J Carrington’s silver medal) for Advanced set of Designs;  First prize for 

Advanced Woodworking;  Arts and Crafts Portfolio, Volume 2; Arts and Crafts 

For the studio, the workshop and the home, Volume 2, 1904-05. 

(I vividly remember seeing the silver medal in its embossed red leather box at 

Aunty Vi’s, but it was lost somewhere in the 1980’s, after she went in to care at  

Lindhurst Lodge, Athersley, where she died, aged 92 in 1984). 

1st prize for Modelling Design, ‘A Handbook of Plant Form’, 1905-1906. 

1st prize for Modelling Design, ‘The Appreciation of Sculpture’, Russell Sturgis, 1906-1907 

     The carvings below and on the next page could have been made for 

the competitions, which clearly demonstrate his skills.  

Oak Candle Stands 
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Wall plaque with gargoyle, 

historical figure, eagle and 

bunch of grapes Oak eagle wall plaque  Oak floral plaque  

     I often wonder what Frank Thompson Gibson might have achieved if he 

had not died so early in life.  His carvings and drawings demonstrate the 

skills he had at a young age, and I am sure he would have gone on to 

greater things.  Only two of his siblings survived long into adulthood, his 

elder sister Violet (who never married) and his younger brother Robert 

who married my grandmother Edith Hawcroft at Holy Rood Church on 20th 

August 1921.  Below is their wedding photograph. 

     I hope to be able to donate his books, drawings, carvings, drawing instruments,  

T-square and set squares to Experience Barnsley. 

Martin Gibson 

Robert and Edith Gibson 

 
If you can help Martin with any information regarding his grandad, Robert Gibson, 

and/or the Barnsley Government School of Science and Art, please contact the: 

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 
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 n investigation concerning an 

heir of John Senior Rooke took 

place in the early 1860s. Quite why 

it occurred twenty-five years after 

Rooke’s death is unclear although it 

might have become more relevant 

after the death of Henry Rooke, a 

nephew and beneficiary of the former’s 

will, in the late 1850s. 

     A son, John Senior Rooke (the 

younger), had been recorded as a 

beneficiary (£100) in his father’s 

will of 1835; an address at       

Worthington Place, Hackney Road, 

London, was given as his residence 

at the time of writing.1 So far, so 

good…but the Rooke family believed 

the father to have had only one 

marriage which had produced two 

daughters only! The investigators were 

given the primary objective of establishing 

whether the son was legitimate or 

illegitimate with subsidiary questions 

over his continued existence along with 

that of any family. Searches for 

information were conducted in Dodworth, 

Sheffield, Dronfield and London. 

     John Senior Rooke, farmer, had 

married Mary Walker in Silkstone 

on 15th April 1782. The birth of 

their first child, Sarah, seems to 

demonstrate that John’s suggested 

passion for the ladies might lead 

him into trouble: she was baptised 

only two months after the wedding. 

A second daughter, Elizabeth was 

baptised in Silkstone on 17th October 

1783. 

     One investigation witness, Mrs. 

Sarah Broadhead, of Blast Lane,  

 

 

THE ROOKE FAMILY OF BARNSLEY:  

JOHN SENIOR ROOKE’S TANGLED LOVE LIFE 

Sheffield, had worked as a servant 

for Jane Rooke and had been present 

at a time when John Senior Rooke 

had lived with his sister for around 

nine months (c. 1832); her testimony 

was obviously considered to be of 

value. She deposed that his sister 

Jane had been adamant that only 

two daughters had been born of his 

marriage and that he had married 

only once. Jane had described her 

brother as a womaniser who treated 

his wife badly and deserted her. 

Her brother’s behaviour was the 

cause of arguments between them 

and she was said to have disapproved 

of him, although she made him the 

executor of her will. Seemingly, she 

also gave him money once or twice 

in order to visit his son; an interesting 

point given that Rooke himself did 

not appear to be penniless. 

Part of Mrs Broadhead’s testimony to the investigator 

in which she details Jane Rooke’s views on her 

brother and his family relations: Sheffield Archives, 

catalogue reference MD/3647 
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     The investigator also sought out 
John’s brother Thomas Rooke, silver-

smith, of Sycamore Street, Sheffield 

but never found him – he was long 
dead. However, persistence led to 

an interview with a daughter, Mrs. 

Harrison, whose testimony showed 
knowledge of a son, in London, but 

not of any second marriage. She 

suggested that both of John Senior 
Rooke’s daughters would have left 

their inheritances to a brother had 

they been convinced he was of legitimate 

birth. 

     Evidence from another witness, 

John Senior Rooke’s trustee Joseph 

Siddall, stated that he had moved 

to Dronfield around 1832 and managed 
a public house there. He deposed 

that Rooke had stayed there with a 

woman, Mrs Waters, whom he slept 
with and considered to be his wife. 

Siddall considered Rooke to have 

been unmarried shortly before his 
death in 1835. The “Housekeeper” 

Mrs Waters was a beneficiary from 

John Senior Rooke’s will. 

     The investigation identified John 

Senior Rooke the younger as having 
lived on Hackney Road, London, 

before dying on 24th May 1846 and 

being buried in Bethnal Green. He 
was said to have died intestate and 

had left a daughter who was married 

subsequently to a Mr Clifford.  

     The investigation appears to 

have been conducted with some 
rigour yet it failed to contact living 

Rookes who might very well have 

been able to shed more light on the 
circumstances of the two John Senior 

Rookes’ lives. Secondly, whether 

they knew of or took account of a 
settlement examination (for the 

parish of Bethnal Green) that took  

place on Wednesday 1st December 
1847 in respect of the rights of the 

younger Rooke’s widow is unclear. 

Perhaps that account would not 
have helped anyway. Clearly, 

searches took place in London for 

the burial record of the son to have 

been uncovered. 

     In fact, a marriage for a John 
Senior Rooke is recorded at St 

Mary’s, Lambeth on 26th July 1813; 

he was recorded as a widower of 
that parish and his bride as a spinster. 

He married Eliza Susannah Collins. 

Evidence for the birth and / or baptism 

of an apparent son is lacking to 

date but an appropriate candidate 

can be found in a marriage from 
1834 and the birth of a daughter 

the following year. It is unfortunate 

that John Senior Rooke the younger 
married before the Registration Act 

so an explicit paternity is missing 

from that record. He married Elizabeth 
Ann Kempton on 18th May 1834 in 

Hackney’s parish church. 

     One daughter, Elizabeth Ann, 

was born on 27th February 1835 

and baptised on 23rd June 1837 at 

St Matthew’s, Bethnal Green. In 

turn, she married in 1854, to John 

William Clifford. Between times a 

record of the family can be seen via 

the censuses of 1841 and 1851.  In 

the first, John Senior Rooke, his 

wife and daughter, were living on 

Hope Street, Hackney; in the second, 

young Elizabeth was living with her 

Kempton grand-parents on George 

Street, Bethnal Green. The family’s 

circumstances give no indication of 

particularly good fortune, which is 

entirely in keeping with a lack of 

awareness of their existence within 

the wider Rooke family. 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 



16 

  Volume 27 Number 3 October 2019 

     In summary, the chief investigator believed John Senior Rooke the 

younger to have been an illegitimate child, perhaps of the aforesaid Elizabeth 

Waters, his servant or housekeeper. Accounts of the father’s loose lifestyle 

must have helped foster that view; doubtless the distance from London, 

death of the son and lack of evidence from any of his family did not help. 

That belief might, or might not be correct; any resolution to the question 

is likely to rely on evidence from any or all of the following: 

a) A death date being identified and confirmed for John Senior 

Rooke’s first wife.2 

b) Proof that the marriage of 1813 involved our John Rooke and 

that the marriage was not bigamous. 

c) A birth or baptism date being identified for John Senior Rooke 

the younger along with mention of his parents. 

     John Senior Rooke’s family can be depicted thus. His second marriage 

is bracketed pending further knowledge regarding its status. 

ENDNOTES: 

1 The will was proved at the Lichfield Consistory Court and can be found at Staffordshire 

  Archives and via Findmypast, as can those of his sister Jane and father William. 
2 A burial entry for a Mary Rook, wife of John, a farmer, can be found in the register 
for Wortley for 8th August 1787. That is an enticing prospect but is not conclusive. 

Richard Axe. 
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KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP TWO 

CARN CARD SYSTEM 

 here still seems to be some 
confusion with the CARN 

County Archive Research Network 

card. I have had queries from 4 

members regarding the validity of 
their cards. 

     The situation is that the CARN card 
system is still in operation after months 
of uncertainty in 2018 BUT it is only 
valid for members of the system in  
certain Archive areas of the UK. For 
members of BFHS, the CARN system is 

not accepted by the West Yorkshire 
Archives and the archives in Barnsley, 
Sheffield, Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, 
Halifax and Rotherham. Indeed, most 
archive centres have not signed into 
the CARN in its new reincarnation so, as 

far as members are concerned, if you 
have a CARN card it is only valid until 

your expiry date on your card. If you do 
have a CARN, please check with the 
Archive Centre in the area of your   
research. To be honest, I have never 
used mine – due to expire 2022 - making 

appointments to view the records I 
need with no problem whatsoever. 

FAMILY SEARCH 

 his site is run and regularly  
updated by the Church of Latter 

Day Saints, the Mormons. They 
have produced a new video online 
which aims to develop your under-
standing of how the site operates 

and what it can offer you for your 

research. 

ROOTSTECH - LONDON 

  have received information that 
the Autumn RootsTech Conference 

will be held in London on October 

24th – 26th, the main encouragement 

to attend is a visit by Donny Osmond, 
apparently. This twice yearly London 
conference supports the offerings of 
the Family Search site with a wide-
ranging list of short courses to attend 
over the 2 days. 

ANCESTRY AND DNA 

 here are 2 updates, (only 2, I hear 

you ask), which may be of interest. 

FOLD3, under the umbrella of  
Ancestry, offers a comprehensive 
file of updated and upgraded   

military records. To access this 
just go to Ancestry and use your 
login details if you have them. 

     Some of you may have accessed 
your DNA through Ancestry, if this 
is so, they have just introduced 
Thrulines which is supposed to 

offer enhanced family links to aid 
your research. 

HUDDERSFIELD FHS FAIR. 

 his will take place on Saturday 
November 16th from 10.00 am 

until 4.00 pm approx.  Barnsley 
FHS are having a display table of 

our publications which will be available 
to buy plus publicity material about 
or Society offering. The books and 

Cd’s in our archive have been collated 
by Doreen into 2 A4 lists. 

     See advert on page 5. 

Margaret Williams 
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warm welcome Richard, Julie, Michael, Margaret, Judy, Ian, Barry, David, 

Simon, and Hannah to Barnsley Family History Society.  I hope that you 

will find your membership useful, enjoyable, rewarding and above all productive. 

     Mem. No. 

     1888 Mr. Richard Mawhood 

   

Mawhood  Ardsley   WRY ENG  1550-1750 

     1889 Mrs. Julie Johnson 
   

Hellewell  Barnsley   WRY ENG  1891-1911 

Hellewell  Thurnscoe   WRY ENG  1901-1911 

     I have found my grandmother had a brother, Randolph Hellewell living 

at 96 Bridge Street, Barnsley in 1891, and at 103 Betts Building Thurnscoe 

in 1901. I have been unable to trace him after that time although his family 
moved to Rugby by 1911, where I also was born. I have never heard any 

mention of a Randolph and am intrigued. I am also looking for the grave of 

Elizabeth Gaunt, death 1896'ish whose baby was taken in and brought up 

with Randolph who was her cousin.  

 

     1890 Mr. Michael Addy 

   

     1891 Mrs. Margaret Jennings 

   

Creighton  Barnsley   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Creighton  Darfield   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Creighton  Wombwell   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Creeton  Barnsley   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Creeton  Darfield   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Creeton  Wombwell   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Howarth  Barnsley   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Howarth  Darfield   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

Howarth  Wombwell   WRY ENG  pre 1910 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS  

MEMBERSHIP SECTION  

Creighton/Creeton(Darfield/

Wombwell/Barnsley) 1900s 
and earlier 

Howarth (Darfield/Wombwell/

Barnsley) 1900s and earlier  
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Elaine Jackson 

     1892 Dr. Judy Hart 

   

     1893 Mr. Ian James McLean 

   

     1894 Mr. Barry David Armitage 

Armitage  Barnsley area  WRY ENG     pre. 1700-1900 

Armitage  Hoylandswaine  WRY ENG     pre. 1700-1900 

 

     1895 Mr. David Scholey 

Scholey  Barnsley area  WRY ENG       All 

     I’m interested in the Scholey name predominantly, and can provide extensive 

research which I have already done if it will add to your own data.  

 

     1896 Mr. Simon Nordon 

Nordon  Carlton   WRY ENG      1700-2009 

     I am interesting in tracing the paternal side of my family (Nordon). My 
grandfather (Victor Robert Nordon, 1919-2009) was from Carlton, Barnsley.  

His parents William (1887-1960) and Margaret (nee Jones) lived at 24 

Carlton Terrace.  I understand several of the previous generations lived 
there as well. In order: Frank (1852-1920); John (1814-1889); John 
(1787-1850); Joseph (1753-1842?).  Many were miners or farmers, and a 
few generations lived on Willey Row.  

 

     1897 Ms. Hannah Davies 

   

     Mum has a long Yorkshire pedigree from present until around the 17th 
century mostly from the West Riding in Barnsley, Grimethorpe, Cudworth, 
Worsbrough Dale, Hemingfield, Wombwell, Chapeltown and surrounding 
areas of Lancashire, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire.  

     Main surname interests are: MOORHOUSE (Morehouse); STENTON (Stanton/
Stenten/Stentan); GARLICK; LOCKWOOD; BAILEY; RICHARDSON, PECKETT; 
HEPWORTH.  
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                    Barnsley  

Family History Society 

PONDER FOR A MOMENT! 

Would I like to help fellow 

members of  Barnsley FHS? 

IF YOUR ANSWER IS, 
YES, I WOULD! 

Then, why not join the Barnsley 
FHS committee, where your 

skills can be put to good use. 

For more information about 
joining the committee, please  

e-mail, Margaret: 

secretary@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

WHO WILL BE PLEASED TO 

HEAR FROM YOU. 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAID 

 he Barnsley Theatre.  In the 

Chancery Division, on Thursday, 

before Mr. Justice NORTH, Mr. 

FORD moved for an injunction on 

behalf of Mrs. Mary SMITH to retrain 

the Barnsley Theatre Company 

from further proceeding with the 

erection of a new building on the 

old Barnsley Theatre site, so as to 

obstruct the plaintiff’s ancient 

lights.  Counsel said that the plaintiff 

was the tenant for life under her 

husband’s will of some property 

which adjoined the theatre. 

     The old theatre was about 16ft. 

(4.8m) away from the cottages with 

the exception of a low building only 

11ft. (3.3m) high, but the new 

building was close up, and was     

intended to be 60ft. (18,2m) high. 

 

     The building had already progressed 

some height, and he asked that the 

defendant might be restrained from 

further proceeding with the erection 

until the trial of the action, or perhaps 

it would be better to save until after 

the next motion day, as he understood 

the defendant would appear.   

     His Lordship said he would grant 

an injunction over Friday week. 

Jeff Chambers 

SOURCE: 

 The Barnsley Chronicle, 9th July, 1898. 
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SAMUEL BEDFORD: A SHORT LIFE  

  grew up with a sketchy story 
about my mother's brother 

Sammy Bedford. The story goes 

that at the tender age of 16 he ran 
off to join the army and was sent 

to France to fight in the great war 

of 1914. 

     When his mother found out 

what he had done she wrote to his 
regiment and demanded that her 

son was sent home because he was 

under age to join the army. 

     Apparently she was sent a letter 

saying that he had already been 

posted to France. 

     Later she received a telegram 
saying that he had been killed in 

action at the battle of the Somme 

on the 1st July 1916. 

     The search for the truth about 

Sammy's life started at several 
family gatherings, the last one be ing  

at the 19240 Shrouds of the 

Somme project which remembered 
all 19,240 allied soldiers who died on 

the 1st July 1916. 

     Artist Rob Heard created 19,240 

hand stitched shrouded figures to 

represent each one of the brave 
men who fell on that day, an awe 

inspiring and incredible feat which 

helped motivate me further to complete 

my research. 

     The project was unveiled in the 
Exeter's Northernhay Gardens on 

the 1st July 2016 for seven days.   

Following is a photo of some of the 
19,240 shrouds laid out for people 

to visit and pay their respects. 

     Robin Chambers Chairman of 

Devon SSAFA the Armed Forces Charity 

were organizing the event and looking 

 for volunteers to help interact with 

the visitors during the exhibition. 

     I volunteered to help and found out 
that they were going to read out the 

name, rank , age and regiment of 

every soldier who died on the 1st July, 
during the seven days of the exhibition 

in blocks of approximately 40 names. 

I was very fortunate to have been 
able to read out the name of Samuel 

Bedford, a Private aged 17 of the 

York and Lancaster Regiment. 

     It has been a sad, but memorable 

journey with lots of effort from family 
members and cooperation  from  various  

organisations.  The  story  of  Sammy  is  

now  complete. Finding a photograph of 

him along with his service record has 

enabled us to learn about his army   

career and how and where he died.  I 
have discovered that although his life 

was short, he and his pals travelled and 

saw some of the world together on what 
must have seemed like an adventure of 

a lifetime and a world away from the 

industrial area where they grew up.  
Although his life was short lived, he 

died living his dream and as a family we 

are immensely proud of him, we will 
never forget the ultimate sacrifice that 

he and countless others made to make 

our country the great place it is to live in 

today. 
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“Your Country Needs You” 

 t the outbreak of WW1 on the 

4th August 1914, the British 

Army had 700,000 enlisted men, 

whereas Germany's wartime army 

was 3.7 million. When a campaign 

for volunteers was launched, 

thousands answered the call to 

fight. Among them were tens of 

thousands of boys and young men 

under the age of 19. This is the 

story of one of those young men 

my uncle, Sammy Bedford. 

Barnsley 1914 

     The Barnsley Town Council 

successfully recruited the 1st Barnsley 

Pals Battalion of just over 1,000 

men in a little over three weeks, 

which became the 13th Battalion 

York and Lancaster. The council 

voted on the 27th November 1914 

to make an offer to the war office 

to raise a second battalion which 

was to become the 14th Battalion  

York and Lancaster Regiment (2nd 

Barnsley Pals). The minimum age for 

recruitment into Pal's Battalions was 19. 

 

 

Private Samuel Bedford 

1898-1916 

Service No: 14/363 

14th Battalion (2nd Barnsley Pals) 

York and Lancaster Regiment 

Recruitment 

     Official government policy was 

that you had to be 18 years of age 

to sign up and 19 years of age to 

fight overseas. In the early twentieth 

century most people didn't have 

birth certificates, so it was easy to 

lie about your age. 

     The recruitment process included 

medical checks, to make sure a 

potential recruit was fit enough to 

fight rather than if he was old 

enough to enlist. The minimum 

height requirement was originally 

five feet, six inches but this was 

later reduced to five feet three 

inches on the 5th November, with a 

minimum chest size of thirty five 

and a half inches, so a strapping 16 

year old, was very likely to be let 

through. 

     The rule of thumb seemed to be 

if the volunteer wanted to fight for 

his country and was physically fit 

enough to do so, why stop him? 

     It didn't help that recruitment 

officers were paid one shilling (about     
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£4.00 in today's money) for each 

new recruit, and they would often 

turn a blind eye to any concerns 

they had about age. 

     At the same time though, some 

officers thought the fresh air and 

good food of the army would do 

some of the more under-nourished 

boys a bit of good.  It was also assumed 

that the war would be over by the 

time the boys were ready to go 

overseas. 

     The miners and other workers 

from Yorkshire towns were lured 

by the offer of regular pay, three 

meals a day and the adventure of a 

lifetime with their best mates. 

     One of these miners was Samuel 

Bedford, one of nine children born 

to Philip and Rose Bedford of New 

Street, Darfield, Barnsley. 

     The Bedford family were no 

strangers to Army life Sammy's late 

father was a sergeant instructor in 

the 42nd Black Watch, his 

brother Philip a Corporal in the 

Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

serving in France, and brother 

Henry was in the Royal Horse 

Guards Artillery serving in Egypt. 

     All three brothers previously worked 

at the Houghton Main Colliery 

where they left to join the army to 

fight for King and Country. 

Sammy’s Army Career 

     On Saturday 30th January 1915 

at the tender age of 16, Samuel 

Bedford walked into the recruitment 

office and said that he wanted to 

join the Army to fight for King and 

Country. 

     He completed the Short Service 

Army Record form (fire damaged 

but still survives) where he declared 

himself as being: 

A British Subject; 

19 years and 322 days old; 

A Miner. 

His medical history states: 

5ft 5in tall;  

33in chest expanding a further 3in; 

He agreed to be vaccinated; 

His vision was normal; 

He was in good health. 

     Sammy was now one of 1,117 

men who had enlisted in the 14th 

York and Lancaster Regiment (2nd 
Barnsley Pals).  He  joined  his  

pals  and  work  mates  at  the  

local  Newhall  Training  Camp  
near Silkstone Barnsley for basic 

army training. 

     On the 13th May 1915 the Battalion 

moved to Penkridge Camp on Cannock 

Chase Stafford, then onto Ripon 
and finally to Hurdcott Camp on 

Salisbury Plain, where they finally 

stayed and trained for war. On the 
23rd December instructions came 

through for them to move to Suez to 

strengthen British Forces. 
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Suez 1914 

     Soon after the outbreak of WW1, Britain declared Egypt a protector-

ate and British and Indian forces were sent to protect the Suez Canal. Tur-

key, who had entered the war as Germany's ally in 1914, sent troops to 

seize the canal in January 1915. 

Bon Voyage 

     The Battalion travelled by train to Devonport Plymouth, where they 

boarded the RMS Andania a cruise ship which was commissioned by the 

government as a troop ship which set sail for the Mediterranean on the 

28th December 1915. 

     From a two up, two down terraced house in Darfield and a job down the 

local pit, to a berth on the cruise liner RMS Adania heading for the 

Mediterranean, must have been a world away for a young lad and his" 

Pals" from a Yorkshire mining town. 

     They reached Malta on the 6th January 1916 and then went onto 

Port Said, were they arrived on the morning of the 11th January.  The Bat-

talion disembarked and proceeded to camp in the neighborhood of Suez 

canal, where they remained until the 21st January. 

     They then moved by train to El Ferdan where they pitched camp on 

the East side of the canal. After a couple of days, the battalion moved to a 

camp at the rail head to protect it from the advances of the Turkish Army. 

     The attacks on Suez by the Turks on the 29th January 1916 was short 

lived and they were beaten back by British forces and by mid February 

the defensive lines were pushed back deep into the Sinai desert to 

prevent any further attempts to take control of the Suez canal. 

Map of the Suez conflict 
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The Western Front 

     Orders came through that the 

York and Lancaster Battalions were 

now required on the Western Front, 

much to the pleasure of the Pals 

who were    itching to get into the 

fight in France.  On the 2nd March 

the Battalions moved back by 

road to El Ferdan and then onto 

Port Said and prepared to leave 

Egypt for France. 

     The 12th and 13th Battalions 

embarked from Port Said on the 

10th aboard the RMS Briton, the 

14th Battalion embarked aboard the 

SS Megantic on the following day. 

They arrived in Malta on the 14th 

March and then onto Marseilles arriving 

in the morning of the 16th, where 

they disembarked and entrained 

the following day for Pont  Remy  

from  where  the  Battalion  

marched  to  billets  at  Fresne  

in  the neighborhood of Abbeville 

Northern France. 

     The stay was brief and they 

moved on the 26th to Airaines and 

on the 27th to Vignacourt where 

they joined the service battalion of 

the Warwickshire Regiment for  

instructions in trench duties. 

     On the 3rd April the Battalion 

took over a portion of the front line 

trenches where they had their first 

baptism of trench warfare which 

lasted for 10 days incurring five 

fatalities and eight wounded.  During 

May and June they occupied various 

trenches lines ending up on the 

front line in the Courcelles area just 

north of Albert. 

 

Trench Life 

Trenches were typically 3 meters 

deep by 2 meters wide mostly filled 

with mud and water. Sanitary      

conditions were poor, Soldiers were 

unable to bathe for weeks at a time 

and found it difficult to rest and 

sleep, they lived in constant fear of 

being buried alive by shell fire. The 

trenches were infested with rats, 

and many Soldiers suffered from 

cholera, gangrene, trench foot, and 

trench fever, if that wasn't enough, 

there was always the constant threat 

of gas attacks. 

     When it was finally time to go 

over the top they all knew that 

they were forbidden from turning 

back and had no choice but to 

advance even injured mates had 

to be left where they fell. 

The Big Push 

     The Big Push covers the Battle 

of the Somme on the 1st July 1916 

when British and French allies 

wanted to take the initiative away 

from the Germans at Verdun.  British 

and French commanders decided 

that their combined offensive must 

not be postponed beyond the end 

of June. 

Battle of the  Somme, 1st July 1916 

     The 14th Battalion was now 

part of the 31st Division who's 

main objective was to advance to 

the village of Serre five miles north 

of Albert.  At 7.15 pm on the    

evening of the 30th June the 14th 

Battalion comprising of  A B C and 

D companies marched to the assembly 

trenches close to the German lines 

at Serre, where they came under  
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heavy bombardment while preparing 

for the big push at Zero hour 07.30 

on Saturday 1st July 1916.  Ten 

minutes before Zero hour a smoke 

screen was sent up from the British 

front line trenches, this was at once 

replied to by the enemy with     

machine-gun and rifle fire.  Two 

platoons of "A" company went 

over the parapet to the shrill of 

the trench whistles and made an 

excellent start, but the remaining 

two platoons were checked in a 

very exposed part of the trench 

by heavy bombardment; having 

waited some little time, a line of 

men left the trench, mounted the 

parapet and advanced across        

No-Man's Land. 

sign whatsoever of any trenches 

and it could only be assumed 

that the trenches had been 

completely obliterated by enemy 

shell bombardment.  By 11.15am 

on the 1st July, 297 men of the 2nd 

Barnsley Pals Battalion had been 

killed.  What was left of the Bat-

talion held on until dark in the 

practically nonexistent front line 

trenches, parties were then sent 

out to search for, and bring in 

the wounded while under heavy 

German artillery fire.   

     Neither side displayed any special 

activity during the 2nd and 3rd of 

July and then on the night of the 

3rd - 4th the Battalion was relieved 

by the 6th Gloucester Regiment, 

and fell back to billets at Colonne-sur

-la-Lys by way of Louvencourt and 

Gezaincourt.  One of the 297 Pals 

killed was Samuel Bedford who was 

in A company being described in 

letters received from his Regiment 

as one of the first "over the parapet" 

in the big advance on July 1st but 

unfortunately he was soon killed. 

Send the Boys Home 

     In January 1916 conscription to 

the British Army was introduced. This 

meant that volunteers were no longer 

needed. The number of underage 

boys enlisting dropped dramatically, 

but there were still many thousands 

still serving. 

     In 1916, the War Office agreed 

that if parents could prove their 

son's age with a birth certificate, 

they'd be removed from the front 

line. Until then, boys could stay if 

they wanted to, or commanding 

officers could keep them if they  

No-man’s Land 

     For some considerable time no 

reports from "A" and "B" Companies 

came back to the rear, but, from 

what was stated by wounded 

men, the casualties in these two 

companies were very heavy and 

only some twenty per cent of the 

attackers had reached the German 

Line. 

     Platoons were now sent forward 

from the two supporting companies, 

with orders to consolidate and hold 

whatever ground "A" and "B" Companies 

might have gained.  They reported 

back that they could not find any sign 
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didn't want to let them go.  News of the huge casualties in the battle of 

the Somme in July brought a flood of letters to the war office from parents 

eager to get their boys home. But the process could be painfully slow. 

Some parents waiting many months for a reply. 

     One of those parents was Sammy's mother Rose, who's letter was received 

too late to save her son from his fate. 

Map showing British and German lines at Serre 

Tragic facts about the Somme 

     The Battle of the Somme was 

fought from the 1st July to 18th  

November 1916 and described as 

being 141 days of horror. The first 

day of the Somme was the bloodiest 

and remains the worst in the 

British Army's history, a staggering 

19,240 soldiers dying on the first 

day alone. The allied artillery 

bombardment of German defense 

lines prior to the battle failed     

dramatically, which meant that the 

advancing allied forces were cut 

down by machine gun and artillery 

fire, as they were crossing No 

Man's land. During the battle the 

British and French joint forces 

gained only 7.5 miles of ground into 

German territory over a 16 mile front 

and it has been estimated that a 

soldier was killed every 4.5 seconds. 

Thiepval Memorial 

     The village of Thiepval 4 miles 

north of Albert had been one of the 

original objectives on the 1 July and 

was finally captured at the end of 

September 1916. 

     The Thiepval Memorial bears the 

names of more than 72,000 officers 

and men of the United Kingdom and 
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and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20th March 

1918 and have no known graves. Over 90% of those commemorated died 

between July and November 1916. 

     Even after 100 years the exact number of casualties commemorated at 

Thiepval varies from time-to-time as names are found to have been missed 

or graves are identified.  More than 72.000 names of the men missing 

in action on the battlefield of the Somme are inscribed on 54 huge stone 

panels. 

     On Pier 14, faces 14A and 14B you will find the names of the brave 

soldiers of the York and Lancaster Regiment, one of these being Private 

Samuel Bedford. 
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BARNSLEY FHS MEMBERS LENDING LIBRARY 

Title                                                                                          List DP 1 

A Century of Struggle (British Miners 1889-1989) 

A Clearer Sense of the Census. 

A History of All Saints’ Parish Church, Crofton. 

A History of Yorkshire. 

A Mexborough Scrap Book. 

Ancestral Trails. 

Aspects of Life in Old Cawthorne. 

Carlton Parish Church (1881-1981) 

Companion to the Industrial Revolution. 

Criminal Ancestors. 

Dodworth Distant Days. 

Family History and Local History in England. 

Gawber in Past Times. 

How Much is that Worth? 

How to Trace your Ancestors. 

Irish Family History on the Web. 

Memories of the Sheffield and South Yorkshire Navigation. 

On Active Service (1939-1945) 

Packmen, Carriers and Packhorse Roads. 

Pits. 

Sandal Magna-Poverty and Prosperity in the 19th Century. 

Shelf. 

The Bus to Barnsley Market. 

The Family Historians Enquire Within. 

     In the Barnsley FHS library are a number of books which local members can 

borrow.  If you would like to borrow a book, please see Kathryn, Elaine or Doreen 

at a member’s evening.  Below is a list of some of the books currently available.  

The stock list will be updated in the journal. 
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Title                                                                          List DP 1 [cont’d] 

The Famine Ships. 

The Handy Book of Parish Law. 

The Hearth Tax Returns for South Yorkshire, Lady Day 1672. 

The History of South Yorkshire Glass. 

The Local Historian’s Encyclopaedia. 

The Making of South Yorkshire. 

The Marriage Records of England and Wales (1837-1899) 

The Oxford Guide to Family History. 

The Phillimore Atlas and Index of Parish Registers. 

The Sailing Ships and Mariners of Knottingley. 

The Village Labourer (1760-1832) 

Thurgoland Methodist Stories. 

Timber Framed Buildings in South Yorkshire. 

Times Remembered (Penistone) 

Wills Before 1858. 

Yorkshire Cotton (1780-1835) 

Yorkshire from AD1000. 

 

Title                                                                                        List KW 1 

A Brief Guide of the Two Churches of the Holy Trinity, Wentworth. 

A Bus to Barnsley Market: Journeys into Experience. 

A Collectors Guide to Cheques and Bill of Exchanges. 

A Dictionary of Medical and Related Terms. 

A History of Holy Trinity Church, Elsecar (1843-1993) 

A History of Penistone and District. 

Air Force Records for Family Historians. 

An Explorers Guide to Penistone and District. 

Aspects of Barnsley: Volumes 2,3,4,5,6 & 7. 

Barnsley a Study in Football (1953-1959) 

 © Barnsley Family History Society 2019 



35 

  Volume 27 Number 3 October 2019 

Title                                                                         List KW 1 [cont’d] 

Barnsley Boundary Walk. 

Barnsley Confident in its own Industrial Progress. 

Barnsley Events, People and Places over the Last 100 Years. 

Barnsley Streets: Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8. 

Barnsley Sunday School Union Centenary Souvenir Handbook (1840-1940) 

Barnsley Then and Now - In Colour. 

Barnsley’s History from the Air (1926-1939) 

Bishops Transcripts and Marriages Licences, Bonds & Allegations. 

Bygone Barnsley. 

Children in the Mines: Lancashire Coalfields. 

Company and Business Records for Family Historians. 

Coroners Records in England & Wales. 

County Borough of Barnsley Centenary Celebrations (1896-1969) 

Crockford’s Clerical Directory (1998-99) 

Discovering Your Family History. 

Divi Day: The Story of the Morley Co-op. 

Early Modern Genealogy Research Family History (1600-1838) 

Elsecar Heritage ‘93 Souvenir Programme. 

Entertainment: a History in Photo’s (1850 to Today) 

 

Title                                                                                        List KW 2 

Family History on the Move. 

Female Occupations (1850-1950) 

From Family Tree to Family History Vol. 1. 

Fun on the Knocker 

Genealogy Resources within the Jewish Home and Family. 

Going Shopping: a History in Photo’s, (1850 to Today) 

Golden Years of Barnsley. 

Guide for Family Historians. 
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Baptisms  

Barnsley Ebenezer  

Methodist New Connexion 1862-1973  

Barnsley St. George 1832-1844  

Barnsley St. Mary              1813-1837  

Barnsley Wesleyan           1839-1910  

Bretton Chapelry 1813-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints          1800-1844  

Darton All Saints                1813-1822  

Royston St. John  1813-1831  

Silkstone All Saints  1813-1840  

Wentworth Wesleyan  1849-1980  

Wortley St. Leonard  1813-1856 

Marriages  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1837  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1837  

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1837  

Darton All Saints  1813-1822  

Penistone St. John  1800-1837  

Royston St. John  1799-1837  

Silkstone All Saints  1800-1837 

Burials  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1850  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1840  

Bretton Chapelry 1800-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1845  

Darton All Saints  1800-1845  

Denby Chapelry 1800-1856 

Dodworth St. John  1848-1934  

Hoyland Nether St. Peter  1813-1861  

Penistone St. John   1800-1856  

Royston St. John  1800-1837  

Silkstone All Saints   1800-1840  

Tankersley St. Peter  1813-1858  

Worsbrough St. Thomas  1859-1903  

Wortley St. Leonard  1800-1854 

National Probate Calendars /  

Wills Index 1858 to 1943  

Please give full name and year of death. 

Because wills were not always proved 

immediately we will search up to three 

years after the death.  

National Burial Index; Third Edition  

England & Wales. Please give full name, 

year -range and county if known.  

Soldiers who died in the Great War  

Please give full name and age if known.  

1851 Census, Barnsley Area  

Please give surname and forename(s) if 

known and age. Or request all 

occurrences of a given surname.  

1891 Census, Barnsley  

Please give surname and approximate 

age. 1891 Search results supplied as 

copy of enumeration page. 

For searches or enquiries please contact:  

Elaine LEWIS 

  e-Mail: search@barnsleyfhs.co.uk  

If applying by post please enclose  

a large SAE 

If applicable please include your 

membership number.  

The Society is offering all its members six free searches during the year. You don‘t 

have to use them all at once, they can be spread out over the year. Arrangements 

for non-members remain the same.                                                 Elaine LEWIS 

SEARCH SERVICES 
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November 16th 
Huddersfield and District FHS 
Family and Local History Fair. 10am-4pm.  

November 21th 
GUEST SPEAKER: Barbara Dixon 
Hung at York: Jonathan Graham (1809) 

November 30th DEADLINE for articles for the January Journal. 

December 19th 
WINTER RECESS 

No meeting. 

January 16th Members Research Evening 

February 20th 
Barnsley FHS AGM 
GUEST SPEAKER: TBA 

March 19th 
GUEST SPEAKER: Richard Axe 
TBA 

BARNSLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

     Domus Historiae is the official journal of the Barnsley Family History      
Society, published in January, April, July and October of each year. 

Please send material for the January 2020 issue to the Editor: 

e-mail: editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk by 30th November. 

     Copyright clearance is the contributor’s responsibility and you must ensure 
that written and illustrative material does not breach copyright and that all 
sources are correctly acknowledged.  The Society accepts no responsibility for 
the views expressed in the articles published.  The right to final editing lies 
with the Journal Editor. 

     Meetings of the Society are held at Buckley Street Methodist Church Hall, 
Union Court, Barnsley. S70 1JN on the 3rd Thursday of each month from 7.30 
to 9.30pm.  There is no meeting in December.  Free parking is available and 
there is full wheelchair access.  The venue is within easy reach of Barnsley 
town centre. 

For more information visit the website at:  www.barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

DIARY DATES 

Copyright © 2019 Barnsley Family History Society. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction of any 

part of this publication is not permitted without the prior written permission of the editor. 

A Very Merry Christmas  
and a 

 Prosperous New Year 
 to you 
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Fountain and  
Horse drinking trough, 

Sheffield Road.  c. 2011 

Rose & Crown 
Mount Vernon Road, 
Barnsley.  c. 2014 
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