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From the Editor’s 
Chair 

 

 
 

 
I have just moved my technology equipment from my little garden studio 
into the dining room, mainly to stay warm during the winter months.  I do 
miss having all of my family history research materials and reference books 
to hand, with seven generation and family relationship charts on display. But 
I do prefer to stay warm!  Being able to warm up with central heating and 
use electricity for lighting is wonderful, but I wonder how my ancestors 
stayed warm.  I can imagine them having to put up with chilblains and feeling 
extremely cold when the nights began to draw into winter and temperatures 
dropping to freezing.   We may no longer have a blazing log fire in our home, 
but I do remember how wonderful it felt to be cosy with my family in the 
lounge by the ‘real’ fire.  My own ancestors came from the Dorset and 
Hampshire countryside, where logs would have been plentiful, but it is 
doubtful that they would have had a ready supply of coal for domestic use.  
Note to self: I must look at photographs to see how many layers they wore. 
 
How ever your own family stay warm, I wish you all a very blessed and safe 
Christmas, together with your family present if possible.  May 2021 bring a 
new safe and healthy ‘normal’ for us all, and the ability to make new inroads 
into family history ‘brick walls’ how and wherever you conduct your 
research. 

Angie, Journal Editor 
 

Deadline for March 2021 edition – 15 January 2021 
 

The Editorial Team will be pleased to receive articles for inclusion in this Journal. They can be short or 
long, with or without illustrations. Ideally they should be sent by e-mail to <editor@dorsetfhs.org.uk>, 
but typed hard copy or clear, legible handwriting sent to Treetops is also welcome. The editors may need 
to edit, abridge or reject any material submitted for publication and cannot guarantee that an article will 
be included in any particular edition. 

It is the contributor’s responsibility to ensure that their submission does not infringe copyright. Items 
remain the copyright of Dorset Family History Society and the author jointly. Opinions expressed in 
articles are those of the authors and not necessarily of the Society. No material may be reproduced 
without prior written permission.  

© 2020 Dorset Family History Society and contributors, unless otherwise stated. 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 
So, it’s “So long, and thanks for all the fish!”  (For those who think this job 
has been too much for me and I’ve finally flipped – it is the title of the fourth 
volume of Douglas Adam’s trilogy (think about it!) “Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy”.  It was a message from the Dolphins as they were leaving Earth just 
before it was destroyed to make way for a hyperspace bypass.  
 
OK, back to Family History.  Covid 19 has delivered a real body blow to our 
Society, as it has to so many other groups, organisations and businesses.  The 
fun and companionship of meeting as a group face to face in our monthly 
meetings, the excitement of new discoveries made at Treetops, the lightbulb 
moments when something ‘clicks’ during a demonstration in computer 
group, meeting like-minded folk at Fairs and seminars – all these muted – 
but not lost – by having to do things via the internet. 
 
We are lucky that a lot of useful research can be carried out ‘online’, not just 
names and data mining but background work on the history, geography and 
social conditions under which our ancestors lived.  We can now begin to visit 
the repositories that have re-opened.  They, like us, put safety considerations 
uppermost when welcoming enquirers back, in very small numbers and 
under strict protocols. 
 
Yes, it’s a body blow, but we can take it.  This Society is quick on its feet, 
resilient, can move and adapt, as we have shown already.  It may not be the 
old normal, but it is rapidly becoming the normality with which we shall have 
to live for a good while yet.  We can take it; we shall survive it and we shall 
be strong at the end of it.  Why? 
 
Because the Society is made up of people; people like you and me, people 
who care about genealogy, about sharing knowledge, about encouraging and 
helping others and about gathering and preserving information. 
 
Our members have transcribed, typed, fiched and printed; set up and run 
websites, taught classes, organised meetings and speakers, organised trips 
to repositories, attended Fairs, delivered talks. They’ve sold you what you 
needed, taken you on informative walks, run computer groups, published a 
Journal, maintained a Facebook page, put data on line, dealt with 
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correspondence, helped with your research, minuted our meetings…. In 
other words, if it benefits our members and the wider Family History 
community they have done it.  All that alongside the day to day 
responsibilities of husbanding your money, planning for the future, dealing 
with our “home” and staying honest and legal within the law and the rules 
of the Charity Commission. All unpaid, voluntary, time consuming, 
demanding work, often with little or no thanks. 
 
The folk who have done, and are doing, these things are the beating heart of 
our Society.  I’m not going to name names, you know who you are, and each 
is as important and as vital to the health and strength of the society as any 
other.   You are a team.  And what a team! Different personalities, different 
life experiences, different priorities, we have had ‘free and frank discussions” 
and always the intention and the outcome has been to do what is best for 
Dorset Family History Society’s members. 
 
As I bow out I can only paraphrase what I said in the last Journal:  To all our 
volunteers I say - it has been a privilege to work with you and for our 
members.  Thank you. 
 
Enjoy your research and stay safe. 

David 
 

 
Zoom Meetings – Computer Group 

Richard Yates 

The Society online meetings via 

Zoom have continued to be held 

with the Monthly Meeting with 

a speaker and Computer Group 

each month.  The Committee 

has taken the decision to 

continue with some online 

events into the future, as it is evident that this provides a welcome 

opportunity to connect with members who for reasons of geography or 
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transport are unable to join us in person. Even when (if) we are able to 

commence “real” meetings an online presence will be maintained. We have 

not taken a decision to plan a restart of Computer Group at Treetops, so you 

will need to follow the website and e-news to see current plans/topics.  We 

will also try to update you in each Journal, but as the deadline for 

submissions is very early, it is difficult to remain up to date. If any member 

has no access to the website or e-news, please feel free to telephone 

Treetops (01202 785623), leave a message for Sheila with your telephone 

number, and I will contact you with details of what we are planning with 

Computer Group. 

We are not charging for meetings, but we do request a donation. Details are 

always included in the invitation e-mail. 

We have run meetings on a variety of topics including two Brick Wall solving 

evenings organised by David Gynes. These have proved popular, and we will 

consider putting more on, if sufficient members come forward with their 

Brick Walls. We are also hoping to schedule a talk in the New Year from the 

digital conservator at Dorset History Centre. Dorset is part of a consortium 

of history centres looking at preserving digital records, and has been chosen 

as the lead participant.  

We will also welcome suggestions for new topics for 2021, even if live 

meetings restart. 

We are currently recording all Computer Group meetings, which are 

available to view in the member’s area of the website. Please forgive the 

occasional amateurish offer – we are still learning. 

Requests for future subjects, or offers to lead an evening, are always 

welcome. We have decided that June and I will continue to run the meetings 

and produce the calendar notes.  
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Meeting Programme and Speakers 

Sue and Pete Redfearn 

Due to the ongoing Covid challenges, we will continue 
to meet via Zoom Chat so please keep an eye on our 
Website and eNews letter for information on 
scheduled meetings. 

We will be requesting small donations if you enjoy the 
events we have organised. The details to donate are: 

visit <www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/products/meeting> and select 1 or more £3 
units before adding to your Basket. If you do not have your own PayPal 
account, choose the ‘Pay by Debit or Credit Card’ option to access the PayPal 
Guest Checkout. 

 
Meetings in Retrospect 

Angie Parker-Harris 

August 18th – 1939 Register with Dr Penny Walters 
Dr. Penny Walters’ PhD researched ethical dilemmas, and she has been a 
University Lecturer in Psychology and Business Studies for 30 years. Adoptee 
Penny lectures internationally, host webinars about genealogical topics, and 
regularly writes articles for Family Tree magazine amongst others.  
 
Penny introduced the 1939 Register 
and explained what the Register 
covers, where you can find it and what 
information was included, to show that 
it is an invaluable resource for family 
historians. 
   
The 1939 Register provides a snapshot 
of the civilian population of England 
and Wales just after the outbreak of 
the Second World War.  As the 1931 
census for England and Wales was 
destroyed by fire during the Second 
World War and no census was taken in 
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1941, the Register provides the most complete survey of the population of 
England and Wales between 1921 and 1951, making it an invaluable 
resource for family, social and local historians.  Especially as the 1951 census 
won’t be revealed until 2051. 
 
Providing practical examples. Penny explained that it gives people’s full 
name, dates of birth, marital status, occupation, full address, household 
hierarchies, neighbours’ detailed information, (future) marriage surnames, 
different websites have different layouts & information, interaction with 
maps, can use in conjunction with other archives. 
 
Researchers can find the 1939 Register on The National Archives site as well 
as Find My Past, Ancestry and MyHeritage. 

 
September 15th – Mayflower 400: Legend and Legacy with Jo Loosemore 
Jo is the curator of the Mayflower 400 exhibition and the Box in Plymouth, a 
major new Museum and Arts complex in the heart of the city.  The opening 
of the Box has been delayed but Jo advised there will be a Mayflower 400 
exhibition, due to open in May 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jo explained her mission to unravel some of the mystery and misconceptions 
of the Mayflower story, especially as this English ship is a popular symbol of 
America. One of the first English colonies in America was actually Roanoke, 
founded in 1585, a generation before the Mayflower sailed. She also 
explained that the people who emigrated to the New World would have 
carried arms, unlike the peaceful Pilgrims of popular folklore.  
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The 102 passengers on the Mayflower in 1620 were actually a very mixed 
bunch, with ages ranging from babes in arms to those in their mid-60s.  
Birthplaces were from approximately 15 different counties, with an 
inevitable mix of backgrounds and classes, from indentured servants to 
merchants.  There were 18 adult women, 19 families and 4 children travelled 
unaccompanied in the care of families who travelled aboard. 
 
Jo provided a wealth of detail surrounding the sailing of the ship, and its 
passengers and even told us of some famous faces who are descendants of 
those original seafarers. 
 
October 20th – Naval Records with Les Mitchinson 
Les has talked to us “Live” on more than one occasion and, as a former 
member of the Royal Navy and a Professional Genealogist and Tutor, is well 
qualified on his subject.  This time Les explained how naval records have 
evolved from the eighteenth century through to the modern day. 
 

We learned that research is possible using the 
National Archives website and currently 
(October) TNA are offering the facility to 
download digitised records for free.  
Searching for a naval officer is different for 
searching for a naval rating. 
 
Les advised that Henry VIII set up the 
organisation that would become the Navy 
Board – which is still in existence today.  In 
June 1853 a permanent body of men was 
formed.  This is an important date for anyone 
researching Naval ancestors – as records exist 
from this date onwards. 

 
This informative talk provided a wealth of information on improving our 
research into Naval ancestors from the days of press gangs to the 20th 
century, both extensively online (many for free) and at Portsmouth History 
Centre.  The number of questions posed at the end of his talk was a real 
indication of the interest in this subject. 
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A Tale of Two Stanleys 

Diana Bishop 

This tale relates to my father’s family; the FISHERS from Bayswater in 
London. 
 

WWI Stanley: my great uncle, was born in London in 1897.  He was the 
younger brother by four years of my grandfather Fred.  During the First 
World War, Fred and Stanley enlisted together with the London Bicycle 
Brigade.  Unluckily their difference in age meant that their aim of serving 
together was thwarted.  Fred was posted to India. But Stanley was too young 
to be sent there.  He was seconded to the Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve and 
was sent to the front in Ypres in Flanders.  Stanley was killed on 24 October 
1917 aged just 20 and is buried in Belgium at the Bard Cottage Cemetery.  
Fred survived the war and returned to married life in London with my 
grandmother Nellie. 
 

WWII Stanley: my uncle was born to Fred and Nellie in 1920 and was of 
course named in memory of Fred’s brother.  My father Jim was born three 
years later.  During the Second World War Stanley enlisted with the RAF.  His 
training took him all around Britain and to Canada and his letters home 
reveal his enjoyment of flying and the camaraderie of his fellow trainees.  His 
training concluded in Ayrshire on the west coast of Scotland.  Final training 
missions in night time, low level flights and flights out at seas were taking 
place in readiness to join the war.  But it was not to be.  On 13 November 
1942, Stanley and his two crewmates took off in their Beaufort just before 
midnight but crashed into fields shortly after take-off.  They were all killed in 
the resulting explosion.  Stanley had obtained his wings but never made it to 
war and he was just 22 years old when he was killed.  He is buried in the 
family grave in London. 
 

A little book called the Scottish Clans and their Tartans arrived in the post 
from Stanley to his Scottish mother Nellie on the same date that the 
telegram arrived with the news of his death.  When I was a child I used to 
browse through the book on family visits to my grandparents.  There were 
two inscriptions inside the book on its title page.  Stanley wrote: “To Mother 
wishing her many happy returns of 23 August 1942 – sorry it’s a bit late! 
Stanley”.  Fred added: “Received 14 November 1942 – the day he died”.   
So concludes the tale of our two Stanley’s – sadly missed but not forgotten. 

 



 

Dorset FHS – December 2020 Page 10 

Discovering Great Uncle George 
Jeanette Johanson 

Number 5, Church Street, Dorchester stands proudly on a corner with 
Durngate Street.  It is listed as a Grade II building as part of old Dorchester 
and, as such, the outside must remain unadulterated by modern 
embellishments.  As I look at it today the sun is shining on it and the road 
running past is quiet.  There are very few pedestrians, despite its proximity 
to the High Street where shops and cafes are buzzing on this July morning.  
The house is well-maintained, stone-built and handsome.  Inside the walls 
lies a good chunk of my recent family history which I have been researching 
over the last few years since I retired.   
 
I suppose it all began when my father died in July 2000.  We’d not been in 
touch for some years.  In amongst the stuff in his house in Liverpool were 
some notes - lists made painstakingly before records went on line, some in 
books, some on loose-leaf, some on those sheets you get to record family 
history - and a small plastic carrier bag containing a set of postcards from the 
early 1900s and a few black and white photographs.  He had been looking 
into the family history. 
 
My brother and I were mildly interested – we didn’t know a great deal about 
his side of the family.  Russ took the stuff in a carrier bag with all good 
intentions and stored it safely in his loft.   When I retired in 2011 I was 
searching around for things to fill my time.  Shortly after I received a letter 
from a charity writing on behalf of an adopted person who was convinced 
that my father was also his father.  As it happened he wasn’t, and that fact 
was swiftly established, but it made me think that I should try to learn a bit 
more about this side of the family.  Off I trotted to the Family History session 
at Brighouse Library to make a start. 
 
It cost me just £1 per visit and with help I began searching the census records.  
Dad’s notes were still in the loft down in Surrey – Russ had looked through 
them and said that he couldn’t make much sense of them – so I was basically 
starting from scratch.  I didn’t even know much about my paternal 
Grandfather who died a few years before I was born, apart from some fairly 
unflattering comments that Grandma had made shortly before she died.   
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I was especially intrigued by the postcards and photographs in the plastic 
bag.  Who were these people?  Most of the cards were addressed to 5, 
Church Street, Dorchester, and address that was very familiar to me as it was 
where my Grandmother lived, where my father was born and where we 
spent our summer holidays in the 50s and 60s.  
 
By the time I retrieved the cards and photos I had made quite a bit of 
headway on Ancestry.  Although my family have no links with Yorkshire the 
volunteers at Brighouse were really helpful.  To date I haven’t gone very far 
back but I have been quite surprised at the detail that I have managed to 
uncover in one way or another. I am in the process of writing about the family 
who moved into no 5 Church Street in the early 1900s.  Some of their story 
is reflected in the postcards.  As I mentioned, there were also some photos 
– of course, none of these had names or dates on the back!  Having known 
my Grandmother well, I could recognise her on her wedding day photograph 
which allowed me to identify my Grandfather.  In another photo he is 
standing by a seated older lady looking very matriarchal – clearly my Great 
Grandmother.  But there was another photo. It was small and beginning to 
fade.  It was of a man standing in a garden with a woman seated and two 
boys, one about 11 or 12 (standing) and one about 3 or 4 on the woman’s 
knee.   The man was ramrod straight, supported by a stick and wearing a 
Boys’ Brigade uniform.  The woman’s dress looked to be in the fashion of the 
early 1930s.  The man looked very much like my father to me and I was sure 
that they must be related.  I was to return to that photograph many times 
over the next few years.  Someone told me that I would probably never know 
who it was.  I do now! 
 
One-day last summer, when I hadn’t been working on the family stuff for a 
while, I was at a loose end.  It was a Tuesday as I recall, and the family history 
session was on at the library.  I wandered along.  I was really after some 
advice about recording it all; even though I had typed up fact sheets for each 
family member it was all becoming quite unwieldy.  I had a useful chat and 
got some advice about a software package that I could use to record the 
information I was collecting in a more organised way.  The chap I spoke to 
also talked generally about the different approaches to growing a family tree 
– some people want to go back as far as possible, keeping the tree pruned 
and growing it tall.  Others want to expand it ‘sideways’, finding living 
relatives.  Others, like me, are not worried about going far back in time, but 
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want to fill the branches with as much information about the people in the 
family as they can, giving a glimpse into the lives of those who came before.  
He also mentioned that, during his research he had uncovered a relative on 
the south coast who was able to help him with his tree.   
 
Reinvigorated by this conversation I took the opportunity to log into Ancestry 
and typed in the name of my great uncle George.  As I browsed through the 
results there was a name I hadn’t come across before on the birth register – 
Eric Victor LAWTON, George’s son.  I double-checked it – it had to be right.  I 
couldn’t understand how I’d missed it before – up to this point I had believed 
that George only had one son.  I printed out the summary sheet and sent 
myself the email link provided on the Ancestry website. 
 
It was only as I was walking home on that sunny afternoon in Brighouse when 
the penny dropped – the man in the garden had 2 boys with him.  Could the 
man be Great Uncle George, the man who had sent many of the postcards 
from all over the world when serving in the Somerset Light Infantry?  I looked 
over my notes when I got home – it all fitted. 
 
Over the next few days I used free BMD and Google and found a descendant 
with a contact phone number – Eric’s son who lived in Weymouth.  On a rainy 
Saturday afternoon, I phoned.  Second cousin Laurence was more than happy 
to receive the call.  “It’s so strange that you should phone now” he said.  “My 
wife has just taken out a 3-month subscription to Ancestry and said to me 
that, when she has finished, I could have another go at my family history!”  
We exchanged information about the 2 branches of the family.  I went down 
to meet him and his family last summer.  We took a trip over to Portland and 
saw the house where my Great Grandmother had lived.  I went to 
Dorchester, found number 5, Church Street and visited the archives to view 
some ledgers from the family Bill Posting business that was in operation in 
the early 1900s.  Laurence and I keep in touch – Christmas cards, the odd 
email, here and there if we find something new.  He is still working and very 
busy but never too busy to reply.  It’s great to have someone in the family 
with a shared interest.  I’m still trying to find the best way to write it all up! 
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That Feeling of Accomplishment 
Claire Evans 

In the spring of 2013, I was talking to my Sister in Law, Rosemary (Rose), and 
she mentioned that with her Dad passing away in 1998, and her Mum not 
really speaking about the family, she didn’t really know much about her 
Ancestors. So it being my hobby, I offered to map this out for her.  We started 
with what relatives Rose knew about and where they lived.  
 
It’s funny, isn’t it?  What the brain can recall when you do start talking about 
relatives.  “Oh and there’s so-and-so, he had a daughter called so-and-so.  I 
think he had two brothers...Billy maybe...?” 
 
So the Tree began. I drew it out simply on a bit of A4 paper, and with limited 
knowledge about her Dad’s side, which centred on Yorkshire, I concentrated 
on her Mum’s ancestors. She was born in Swanage, in Dorset.  Rose’s maiden 
name was JENNISON, and her Mum’s maiden name was HANKINS. 
 
The summer months of 2013 came, I had a ‘BIG’ birthday in the July and I 
didn’t get chance to do much with the Tree, especially as it was difficult to 
locate the right families in that area.  
 
Events then took a harrowing turn on August Bank Holiday weekend of that 
year.  Rose, my Brother in Law and my Nephew, then aged 11, on the way 
back from a week away in Devon, had an accident on the A35 near 
Dorchester. The car and caravan overturned and unfortunately Rose took 
most of the impact.  She died on 27 August, aged just 48.  My Brother-In-Law 
and Nephew escaped the accident with minor injuries. We were so relieved 
they were OK but of course devastated at losing such a bubbly, kind, and 
friendly person in Rose. 
 
Rose and I were close and used to talk the hind legs off a donkey. We both 
married into a relatively small family so we would make sure our Mum-In-
Law was looked after, but as the years came and went, I couldn’t bring myself 
to re-start the Family Tree. 
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Time to “Get on with it!” 
 
Only last year, 2019, 6 years after Rosie passed, and after going through hard 
times myself, I gave myself a big kick and thought ‘right! I’m going to do this!’ 
 
I contacted Rose’s brother’s family, and they gave me some dates and I 
started looking at Ancestry.co.uk.  With her Mum Margaret being born in 
1932, I knew Census records wouldn’t be any good for the first part. But I 
was pleasantly surprised how much information has been uploaded onto the 
internet since 2013! 
 
Electoral Roll records of residential details, England and Wales Civil 
Registration records for Births, Marriages and Deaths 1916-2005/2007, so 
the easiest document I found to find and know it was correct, was the 
marriage certificate. 
 
Depending on the transcripts, 
some documents state the 
person’s maiden name so you 
know you are looking at the right 
person.  Yet I was stuck already! 
Why couldn’t I find her? 
 
How many of you search for 
information on a name, without 
success, only to find out actually 
she went by her middle name, not 
her given first name?! 
 
“Ah but you see her actual first name was Dorothy, which she hated” (no 
offence intended).  So she has always been called Margaret.  I did not know 
this.  
 
Off we go again! And of course once I had the correct information, I was able 
to start building her history.  
 

 
An important question to ask when 
talking to people about relatives – 
ask if they are known by any other 
name, as Censuses are only as 
accurate as the person who gave 
that information at the time, the 
person filling in the Census (Hankins 
became Hanker, became Hawker!), 
and the transcribers from the Census 
onto the Internet. 
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As the tree grew, the connections to Dorset branched off. Here are some of 
the names on Rose’s Mum’s side of her tree, birth/residence locations, 
known Occupations, taken from the 1841 to 1911 Censuses: 
 
HANKINS:  Swanage Dorset to Aldershot Hampshire, to Blackheath and 
Wonersh Surrey. Skilled Baker, Agricultural Labourer, Slaughter-man 

 
HISCOCK:  Basingstoke Hampshire - Agricultural Labourer 
KETCHER:  Wonersh Surrey, Guildford Surrey - Agricultural Labourer 
MADMAN:  Abinger Surrey 
BAKER:  Shalford Surrey 
HUNT:  Bramley Hampshire, Basingstoke Surrey - Agricultural Labourer, 
Pauper 
GILLINGHAM (name):  Dorchester Dorset, West Fordingham Dorchester, 
Great Toller Beaminster 
Stone Mason’s Labourer, Shoe & Boot Maker  
HALLETT:  Bridport Dorset 
CLARK:  Dorchester Dorset. 
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However, of the above, many of the people had moved to Poole Dorset and 
died there. 
 
I’d got to a point where, without ordering certificates to confirm if I was 
looking at the right families, I decided that going back to the mid to late 1700s 
was a place to stop.  
 
I had always used Family Tree Maker software.  However, I discovered that 
having worked perfectly fine on a Windows 8.1 laptop, it did not work on my 
new Windows 10 operating system!  Panic set in, as I had all my trees on this 
software and couldn’t get it to work (and I work in IT!)  Unlike a lot of people, 
I didn’t use Ancestry to create my Trees. 
 
On searching the Internet, I found that Roots Magic free software opens 
Family Tree Maker documents. I downloaded the basic version onto my 
laptop and it (thankfully) opened previous trees I’d saved and imported all 
the data. You won’t believe the relief I felt at this! 
I keyed in all of the data and mapped out the blood line on sheets of paper. 
I also created a narrative report of the tree, stating all the siblings on each 
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line.  I was able to save it into a PDF type document (which means it cannot 
be edited) and email it over to them. Because my printer broke! 
 
I felt during this lockdown time in April 2020 and quarantined in my home, 
that I’d accomplished something I’d been meaning to finish for so long!  So 
Rosie – your Son now has your ancestors mapped out for him. I hope he 
carries on and adds to this in the future. 
 

 
WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

Cherry Fisher 

I embarked on researching my family history about thirty years ago and soon 
came to an abrupt stop. I couldn’t get past my father and his family. With no 
research knowhow I thought this is harder than I thought so I quickly gave 
up. 
 
Our family name was PENFOLD and I knew that it wasn’t that unusual so a 
few years later I decided to give it all another go. I thought that if I changed 
to my paternal grandmother’s line I would be able to sort the mystery. 
 
My grandmother and many of her ancestors lived locally in East Morden so I 
had a good start. I spent the next few years concentrating on that part of the 
family with a good deal of success. I quite easily got back to 1776. I then 
switched to my maternal line, again with more success. All the time I was still 
puzzling about my own paternal line.  I knew my grandfather was French and 
that my dad and his sister spent their early years living in Chantilly north of 
Paris but this doesn’t fit with the name of Penfold. In fact, I had even been 
to where my dad had lived in Chantilly when I was a teenager. I had never 
met my French grandfather and as I had been told that he and my 
grandmother never settled in each other's home countries they kept going 
back and forth whilst having six children, I had mistakenly come to the 
conclusion that they had parted company at some point. I later learned that 
he had in fact died in 1940 at the age of 44 of prostate cancer. In fact, he is 
buried here in Branksome cemetery Parkstone. 
 
Until recently my dad’s sister was still alive and if I was lucky enough to visit 
her on a good day I managed to get loads of information regarding their life 
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in France and their coming backwards and forwards to Parkstone. My dad’s 
youngest brother is still alive and the mystery was finally solved when he told 
me that the French family name was PILFIELD (doesn’t sound that French to 
me). Evidently when my grandparents were married in St Peter’s church in 
Bournemouth the registrar said that they would have to take the nearest 
anglicised version of their name as the French name sometimes had a grave 
over one letter which would be a problem with our typewriters etc. Gosh 
how we never used to challenge authority!! Can you imagine that happening 
today? Hence, all of my family including cousins etc. had the name of 
Penfold. 
 
Fortunately, my uncle gave me all of the French documents that he had and 
I am now able to research that side of my family. It transpires that when the 
family lived in France in Chantilly my grandfather was a groom at the famous 
racing stables. My great grandfather was a racehorse trainer. My aunt had 
previously told me that they lived the ‘high life’ whilst there but every time 
they returned to live in Parkstone life was harder with my grandfather taking 
on labourer’s jobs. 
 

 
 
However, the backwards and forwards to Chantilly continued with some 
children being born in England and others in France. In fact, my father’s 
youngest brother was born in Paris. Sadly, one daughter Flurette died aged 
10 months (she is buried in Saint Mary’s at Longfleet). My feelings now are 
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that my grandparents must have loved each other very much as they had 
stayed together through all of the comings and goings. 
 
As I have said my grandfather died at a young age leaving a young family, 
although my father and his sister were adults by this time there were three 
other younger children. I am unsure if my father was away fighting in the war 
at the time as he was in the army. Something else for me to investigate.  
 
I had booked one of the sessions at Family Tree Live where I could find out 
more about researching French ancestors. Hopefully next year might offer 
the same opportunity. 
 
My widowed grandmother (Nan) to us was a young 53 when I was born and 
by this time her children were grown up. I can only describe her as fun loving, 
very fashionable and a little eccentric. She often used to babysit for me and 
my older sister which always turned out to be fun, much to the chagrin of my 
father who was always quite lovingly stern with her. I remember that she 
always arrived carrying two or three carrier bags and my father would 
chastise her saying that she looked like a bag lady. She would always tell him 
to mind his own business. 
 
My parents duly put us to bed before going out and as soon as they had left 
our nan would get us up and out came the carrier bags. They were full of 
sweets, fruit and girlie comics. Great fun! 
 
When it came near to time for my parents to return my sister and I had to 
take it in turns to watch for car headlights coming down the road. “Quick” 
said Nan “into bed before they see you”. When Nan babysat she stayed and 
slept in my sister’s bed while my sister and I had to top and tail. In the 
mornings whilst still in bed, we would all have the comics again, swopping 
for ones we hadn’t read the previous evening. 
 
Sadly, Nan died very suddenly at a young age when we were still children. 
I am still not convinced that my grandad was not just avoiding the foreign 
legion by changing his name. 
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Surname Interests 
Alan Mead 

To help connect 

Society Members 

who may be 

researching the same 

ancestor, Dorset FHS 

maintains a database 

of Surname Interests, 

which can be 

searched on the 

Society’s website. 

These are also 

included in the database of surnames being researched by members of other 

Family History Societies on the Family History Federation’s website 

<https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/>. 

The following Surnames have been registered since the last Journal. 

 

Member  
No. Surname Place County Dates 

5198 COBB Longfleet Poole DOR Any 

5198 COLE Any DOR 1750+ 

5198 DYKE Any DOR 1800+ 

5198 HECKFORD Lytchett Minster DOR 1700+ 

5198 HECKFORD Ontario CAN 1880+ 

5198 HOLLOWAY 
Lytchett 
Matravers DOR 1700+ 
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5198 HOLLOWAY Thornford DOR 1800+ 

5198 HUDSON Poole DOR 1800+ 

5198 HUDSON Whitstable KEN 1820-1870 

5198 LOCKYER Any DOR 1800+ 

5000 PIKE all all all 

5000 PREST Cranborne DOR 
1700s, 
1800s 

5000 PRIEST Cranborne DOR 
1700s, 
1800s 

5000 PYKE all all all 

5198 SQUIRES Poole DOR Any 

5198 SQUIRES Winterborne DOR 1800+ 
c 

Contact details are not printed here, or included in the online database, but 

instructions on how these can be obtained are on the Society Website’s 

Surname Interests page. Members can also check which Surnames they have 

registered by entering their Membership number in the Search box on that 

page. 

Members can register, or update, their Interests by completing a Surname 

Interests form, available in the Members’ Area. New details will be added to, 

or replace any already registered in, the database and published in the next 

Journal. Minor changes, such as revised place or dates, will be updated in the 

database but not published in the Journal. Interests of those who do not 

renew their membership will be deleted from the database. 

Members without Internet access should write to Treetops. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

 

 

Dear Editor, 
 
Re: Hill Street Baptist Church, Old Town Poole 
 
After 200 years plus this Grade II listed building in the Old Town is to be 
turned into a "Homeless Hub".  It is good to have a charitable use but sad to 
lose so much history. We hope the conversion work preserves at least its 
outward appearance.  Previous renovation work exposed human remains 
which were reburied on site and there are some grave stones with names 
too worn to read now. In 1804 24 Baptists in Poole began to meet for worship 
in the coach house and stable of Dr MITFORD of the Mansion House in 
Market Street and in 1815 the present chapel was built in Hill Street, 
(apparently Hill Street was formerly known as Hell Street, surely not!). 

 
One of the founder members was John 
POOLE (1769-1819) 4 X great grandfather 
of my son.  This John Poole was described 
then as a "humble shoemaker" who lived 
in Fish Street (now Castle Street).  
 
 
As a 

family we attended the Bicentenary 
service in 2004 and there is even a 
plaque inside in memory of another 
John Poole (1826-1895) 2 X great 
grandfather. His son was Isaiah John 
Poole (1859-1917) who along with his 
wife Isabel Poole (1871-1955) were 
organists there. Isaiah Poole was a 
builder, carpenter, undertaker who 
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lived in Hill Street.  Their house was one of many properties taken for 
redevelopment and there is a multi-story car park there now. 
 
If you have any ancestors with similar connections to churches and chapels 
now is the time to record it before it's lost.  We found some photos for our 
records. (plaque inside church/photo of John Poole (1826-1895)/Hill Street 
Chapel 1928) 
 
Regards, Sarah Poole email <checker.square@ntlworld.com> 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I am 23 years into a one name study of TIPLER and variants, and recently 
compiled a small family file of Dorset-born people with surname of PIPLER. 
 
I was hoping that if I got back far enough I would find the name Pipler was a 
misheard, mis-transcribed variation of Tipler.  However I managed to get 
back to the 1700s and everything was shown as Pipler/Papler.  I am 
interested to see if anyone might have any further details on this family 
history that may be of interest. 
 
Regards, Paul Tipler (Australia) email <tiplerpaul1@gmail.com> 
 
Note: The Journal Editor has received the family file from Paul and can 
forward via email to anyone interested in discovering more about the Pipler 
family in Dorset 
 
 
Dear Editor, 

I have stumbled across a small piece of information that your members 
researching the COX family of Blandford St Mary may find interesting. 
As an enthusiast for Beatrix POTTER I was idly looking at a website that gives 
information about her Lancashire ancestors and which also includes census 
details for Potter's home at 2 Bolton Gardens, Kensington for the years 1871, 
1881, 1891, 1901 and 1911. 

mailto:tiplerpaul1@gmail.com
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In April 1881 when Beatrix was 14, among those listed at the family home 
are George Cox, butler, aged 44, whose birthplace is given as Blandford, 
Dorset.  In the census for April 1891 George Cox is still listed, now aged 55 
and described as butler/domestic born at Blandford St Mary. Cox does not 
appear on the 1871 census or those after 1891. 

Intrigued by the Dorset connection I looked at the 1841 census record for 
Blandford St Mary and found a George Cox aged five (the right age) listed as 
the second youngest of the four children of William Cox, aged 40, 
gamekeeper and his wife, Ann.  

A very quick look at Dorset County Council's archives shows a William Cox, 
gamekeeper at Dowend House, Blandford St Mary in 1839. 

I thought it worth passing on to you as Cox family members may be intrigued 
by the connection.  Potter does mention George Cox in her journal and I have 
found a reference to George Cox in my copy of Margaret Lane's perceptive 
and touching biography, The Tale of Beatrix Potter (Frederick Warne 1946 
and Penguin 1962).   You could not wish for a better pen-portrait. I don't 
know the copyright rules on quoting from a book, but in any event Lane 
herself is quoting Beatrix Potter. It must be from a written reminiscence by 
Potter who was recalling how Sir William Browne, a visitor to the house the 
Potters rented for holidays in Scotland was a great fisherman who told tales 
of his battles: 

"There was a comical feature of the fishing stories as told over the dinner 
table; Sir William got hold of every available spoon and fork to map out the 
struggle with Leviathan. We had a starched London butler, Mr Cox, a man 
excelling in the setting-up of cocked-hat table napkins, immaculate silver and 
precision of cutlery. Behold Mr Cox hovering in decorous rage while Sir 
William meanders tablespoons all over the damask...an ever rising agony...'I 
even turned the fish' (behind the soup tureen more silver forks) 'but he gave 
a tremendous wallop...' The salmon parts from the hook, and Mr Cox sweeps 
up the spoons and forks and rearranges the dinner table." 

Regards, Tina Rowe <sampepys@btinternet.com> 

 

mailto:sampepys@btinternet.com
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Family Tragedy 

June Clist 

On the 21st November 1826 my family experienced a very horrifically 
traumatic time when Mary REDMAN’s (nee CLEALL) little six-year-old son 
Robert Henry’s linen apron caught fire as he stooped over a lighted candle.   

He was with his grandmother Mary Cleall (nee DEWEY) in her home at the 
time and apparently rushed out covered in flames running into the house of 
Mary’s other daughter Elizabeth ROBERTSON, who was now a widow and 
living in King Street.  She quickly wrapped her clothes around him to 
extinguish the flames and afterwards undressed him.  He was terribly 
scorched and burned and she then poured oil on the burns.   

Sadly, he died and at his Inquest held at the house of Jacob MANSTON, at 
The Old Inn, before Coroners Thomas JOYCE and Thomas Gregory HANCOCK 
Thomas SALTER, a Surgeon of Poole, said that he found the boy in much pain 
and shock and that in his opinion his death was due to the united effects of 
shock and burns.   

His burial, which must have been harrowing for the family, took place a few 
days later on the 27th April.  

 

 

 
Family History Day - Update 

 
We have reluctantly taken the decision not to hold our Family History Day in 
March 2021 as previously hoped. Due to the ongoing situation and the 
uncertainty of what lies ahead, we feel it would be unwise to consider this at 
the moment. 
 
However, we will continue to monitor the situation and hope to hold a 
smaller event, probably at St George's Church Hall, later next year. 
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The Onion Man 

June Clist 

I could have shouted it from the hilltops 
when I found the record of the marriage of 
my ancestor Henry CLEALL and Charlotte 
LANCE which took place in the church of St 
James in Poole on the 20th July 1813 for her 
surname, as an added Christian name, has 
been given to the head members of my 
family for six following generations and I 
had not formerly known of its origin.  The 
Reverend Peter JOLLIFFE performed the 
ceremony and Charlotte’s Uncle William 
and Aunt Mary Lance signed as witnesses as 
did also Henry’s sister Mary Cleall, all of 
whom could write suggesting that they had 
had some education at a time when most 
had not. 

It was on a fine, warm morning later on the 26th July 1826 when Charlotte’s 
father Samuel Lance, who had hailed originally from Blandford in Dorset, 
went into the garden of his home in Thames Street, Poole and wandered 
around enjoying the fresh air for about ten minutes.  On his return indoors 
he was shocked to notice that his silver watch, which had been hanging over 
the fireplace, was missing.  Martha CROCKER, a servant to Benjamin LESTER, 
lived next door to Samuel and he sent his own servant to ask her if she had 
taken it or had seen anyone go into his house.  She said that she had seen a 
man standing between his window and her door who had asked her if she 
wanted to buy any onions but when she had returned from visiting a 
neighbour’s house he had gone.  Samuel told her that he had not seen the 
onion man but ‘had smelt onions very strong in the house’.  Martha hurried 
to see her brother William HICKS who was also a servant to Mr Lester. After 
describing to him the man and his dress and telling him that he had gone out 
of town William at once saddled his master’s horse and pursued him.  About 
‘half way between the Ringwood Road and Mr SLADE’S house’ he saw the 
man put his hand in his pocket but he did not see him take anything out.  He 
stayed behind him until he got to the hamlet of Parkstone and then related 
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the information he had been given by his fellow servant to the local 
Tythingman who subsequently took the suspect William SEYMOUR into 
custody.  

 
That evening Samuel told his son-in-law Henry Cleall what had happened and 
hearing of Hick’s chase ‘all up the Ringwood Road as far as ye turn off to 
Christchurch near the first mile stone’, Henry set out the next morning at 
11.30 to search for the watch eventually finding it under a furze bush.  Later 
in the day William Seymour was brought to the court in the Guildhall before 
the Mayor, Davis Osmond LANDER, who was also the town’s Collector of 
Customs and lived in Hill Street.  Each of the witnesses involved made and 
swore their statements and Martha Crocker identified Seymour as being the 
man she had seen.  Samuel is described in the evidence as being a 
Schoolmaster.  Unfortunately, there are no surviving documents or 
newspaper reports as to subsequent events so that it is not known if the 
suspected perpetrator was found guilty and if so whether he was imprisoned 
and/or for how long. 

 
From as early as Saxon times males between the ages of 12 and 60 years 
were organised into groups of ten families, or ‘tythings’, with a head man 
called a ‘Tythingman’.  Not unlike a police officer today part of his role was 
to catch criminals with the help of his community.  Anyone witnessing a 
crime was required to shout for help, (known as ‘raising a hue and cry’).  The 
Tythingman then coordinated the pursuit and capture of the criminal and 
arrested them. 

 

Meeting the Ancestors 
Pat Jeram 

 
I notice from the list of names added to the Dorset FHS database the BISHOP 
name.  My great grandfather on my mother’s side was Fanny Bishop, born in 
1857, the ninth child of John and Ann Bishop who married at Litton Cheney 
on 19 April 1832.  The family was as follows: William born 1832, Martha born 
1834, Ann born 1836, Mary born 1839, Elizabeth born 1842, Sarah born 
1846, Charles born 1849, James born 1853 and Fanny born 1857.  All of the 
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children were born at Askerswell, except for William who was born at Litton 
Cheney. 
 
Fanny married Henry DAMEN and they had three daughters, Harriet Anne 
(my grandmother), Mary Elizabeth (aka Polly), and Ellen who died aged just 
3.  Fanny died at Nether Cerne, probably in the 1890s. 
 
There are numerous Bishops listed around Askerswell and Litton Cheney, all 
either labourers or in a trade.  Fanny’s mother is listed as a net maker. 
 
Also, sometime in the mid-1800s, a John VACHER married a Diana WHITE at 
Milton Abbas.  My Mother’s father was Walter Henry White and his parents 
were also married at Milton Abbas.  I have more details of some of the above. 
 
I have also been tracing my family tree on my father’s side for quite some 
time, with a lot of assistance from volunteers at the FHS. My 2 x great 
grandfather Abraham SHUTLER was born at Gorley, near Fordingbridge on 
14 April 1811, one of eight children. He came into Poole to be apprenticed 
as a seaman, probably at quite a young age.  He married Elizabeth Lucy 
STONE on 24 March 1834 at St. James’ church, Poole and their marriage 
certificate was signed with crosses.  They had twin girls, Lucy and Mary born 
in 1836, Joseph born in 1837 and Elizabeth born in 1841.  Sadly, Abraham’s 
wife died also in 1841.  He ten married Ann CARTRIDGE and had three more 
children, Richard born in 1843 (my great grandfather). William born in 1845 
and Anne Eliza born 1849. His second marriage certificate more his signature, 
so somewhere along the line, he had learned how to read and write. 
 
Abraham became a Master Mariner and his son Joseph was a crew member 
on the ‘Crystal’ sailing to Cadiz.  The ‘Crystal’ was built at a Wareham 
boatyard, and was owned by E.A. PIKE.  I wonder if it was part of the China 
clay trade (more research is needed here). 
 
On retirement from the sea. Abraham became Reader to the Mission to 
Seamen.  I have a copy of a local newspaper of the time of his death on 5th 
August 1885 aged 74.  He was much respected among seafarers for several 
ship’s captains came to his bedside to pay their respects.  
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Abraham’s son Richard was apprenticed to a tailor, becoming tailor of ships 
clothing, living and working at 19 High Street, Poole. He was involved in yacht 
racing and became an Alderman.  He married Anne Elizabeth HILLER in 1868 
and had seven children. 
 
One of his sons, Bert, was my grandfather who had his own boatyard at 
Shutler’s Wharf where the RNLI yard is now located.  He maintained the 
Poole Lifeboat ‘Hermes’.  Sadly, he died when I was a baby and I wish I could 
go back am meet my ancestors as clearly they would have had many a tale 
to tell. 
 

 

John Weeks – Dorset’s Double Convict 
Barry Barnett 

 
John WEEKS was more familiar with Dorchester’s Courtroom and the town’s 
jail than the Tolpuddle Martyrs and was twice convicted for his 
misdemeanours to be transported to Australia. 
 

He was born in Sixpenny 
Handley around 1775 and 
was the eldest son of James 
and Mary. John’s father was 
a ‘keeper of deer’ and there 
was a certain irony in this 
occupation as his son was to 
become a notorious 
poacher. King George III was 
a frequent visitor to the 
Handley area where he 
hunted deer. The King 

employed local men such as James as protectors of deer against poachers 
which, in view of the poverty of the times, was a valuable prize. John had a 
brother, James who was also a poacher while William, another brother, 
joined the army and served in the 24th Light Dragoons under the Duke of 
Wellington out in India. 
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Handley in the late 1700s/early 1800s had something of a Wild West 
reputation with both smuggling and poaching being rife. Dorset’s smuggling 
king, Isaac GULLIVER had married an inn keeper’s daughter in the village. 
While when John Weeks was five there had been the ‘Battle of Chettle 
Common.’ This was a bloody clash between gamekeepers and poachers. This 
resulted in several broken 
ribs and the poachers’ 
leader, named Blandford, 
also a Sergeant of 
Dragoons, having a hand 
severed at the wrist by a 
gamekeeper’s cutlass. 
Sergeant BLANDFORD, who 
came from Pimperne, upon 
release from prison 
ironically became a 
successful London meat 
trader. Apparently the trial in Dorchester became an event of popular 
entertainment with most of the onlookers sympathising with the accused. 
 
A Dorset tenant farmer wrote to his landlord: ‘Poaching has got to be such a 
thing in our parish, that almost every boy at the age of 14 years practises it, 
which I fear will lead to further mischief.’ 
 
In 1802, John Weeks married Diana HAYTER in Handley. She originated from 
Shaftesbury.  Married life would not be easy because of her husband’s 
frequent brushes with the law. They had three sons and three daughters. The 
three youngest children were to emigrate to Australia, under an early 
assisted passage scheme, and they would become known as ‘Bounty 
Immigrants.’ John Weeks would join them later in Oz but not as a freeman 
but in the custody of Her Majesty. 
 
In 1803, John Weeks was convicted of stealing deer at Dorchester Assizes. 
He was described as ‘five feet four inches tall’ with a ‘lusty complexion.’ John 
was sentenced to a year’s imprisonment or a £50 fine and, unable to pay this 
fine, it had to be prison for John. He was described also as ‘disorderly’ which 
no doubt led to further punishment. In John’s time, the prison would have 
held around 170 inmates. Food consisted of one and a half pounds of dry, 
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day old bread with meat added if the prisoner was put to work. Prisoners 
‘who developed the itch’ were given special nightshirts. 
 
John Weeks was back in court in March 1815 this time described as a 
‘married labourer’ with ‘dark brown hair, a high forehead’ and a ‘swarthy 
complexion.’ He was accused of ‘beating a keeper, William Brayley in the 
execution of his duty.’  
 
John appeared for trial in the Dorchester Courtroom known as Shire Hall. 
Standing in the court, he had a cut on the right side of his forehead and on 
the left side of his chin. As expected, John Weeks was found guilty of 
‘feloniously beating a keeper in the execution of his duties’ and sentenced to 
seven years’ transportation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Come all you gallant poachers, 
That ramble void of care, 

That walk out on a moonlight night 
With dog and gun and snare. 

By the keepers of the land my boys, 
One night we were trepanned, 

And for fourteen years transported 
Unto Van Diemen’s Land.’ 

(Folk song – Van Diemen’s land.) 
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News from Dorset History 
Centre 

Sam Johnston - Service Manager for 
Archives 

 
 
 
 

 

Covid and access to archives at DHC 
 

 
As the Covid pandemic continues to disrupt what we now remember to be 
our ‘normal’ activities, so Dorset History Centre (DHC) has continued to 
adapt the evolving situation.  Having opened our doors to visitors on an 
appointments-only basis from 7th July, the search room is now open 3 days 
per week.  In addition, we have been able to provide physical access to 
collections for volunteers on Wednesdays.  All this has of course had to be 
carefully managed with the now standard hygiene rules, social distancing 
and screens.  Crucially however, it means that anyone who wants to can book 
a slot to come and view original documents.  I very much hope that we are 
able to maintain this level of opening.  At the time of writing, the service is 
being well used and both DHC staff and our visitors have found that the new 
arrangements work well.  All information relating to public access can be 
found on our website:  
<www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorsethistorycentre>.  
You can of course email or ring with your enquiry if you would rather not 
come to DHC. 
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‘Bridging the Digital Gap’ trainee 
 
DHC, working as part of a consortium with three other archive services has 
been selected as one of two consortia to host trainees for a fifteen-month 
period starting in January 2021.  We were delighted to have been selected 
by The National Archives which is funding the project.  We are currently 
undertaking the selection process and having received 52 applications, we 
hope to have a trainee ready to start in the New Year.  The traineeship is 
deliberately intended to increase digital capacity – people who want to work 
with electronic records who understand how we can preserve these fragile 
materials and ensure their accessibility into the future.  Despite our huge 
dependence upon digital technologies in our day to day lives, the long-term 
preservation of digital materials is still a relatively little-understood field and 
one that all archive services need to be building in terms of their knowledge 
and expertise. 
 
New online catalogue 
 

 
Dorset History Centre has a new catalogue ‘front end’.  We have switched to 
a new, and we feel much better, platform known as Epexio.  The visual 
appearance of the catalogue is much improved and includes a section on 
‘featured collections’.  The catalogue now contains around 350,000 entries 
and is the easiest way in which to check to see if DHC holds material of likely 
interest.  There remains much to be done of course with many collections 
not yet catalogued, but there is a huge wealth of material to search online.  
The new platform has a lot more functionality than its predecessor and we 
anticipate being able to share more visual content than has been previously 
possible as we develop it.  We hope you like the new look – which can be 
viewed here: 
<https://archive-catalogue.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/>   
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Blogs, Tweets and You Tube 
 

DHC staff have been busy throughout the Covid period sharing information 
about the service and its collections – often many of the lesser known or 
esoteric parts of Dorset’s archival heritage.  Many dozens of blogs have been 
published ranging across many different subjects.  In September alone it was 
possible to read about the conservation of important items prior to their 
display, DHC’s literary collections, ‘coney’ farming in Dorset, approaches to 
disease control in history and analysis of a mid-19th century Dorset diary.  
Please visit the blogs and comment (we like to hear from you!) if you want 
to.  DHC’s Twitter feed has also been busier than usual – so if you’re a user 
of that platform and want to keep up to date with DHC, then please follow 
us.  DHC took part in Dorset Council’s ‘FutureFest’, a series of online events 
and talks.  You can view our slot on YouTube – where my colleague Cassandra 
and I talk about archives, DHC and some future aspirations for the service:  
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pgh1tWryNd0&list=PLBossqpzRfYRI4
mcRw9tNcJe2sigIJkKy&index=2&t=6s> 
 
A recent new acquisition for DHC: 

 
Plan of the parish of Thornford, 1802 (DHC ref: D-3227).  Purchased with 
support from the Dorset Archives Trust 

Sam Johnston 
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Membership News 
Claire Evans 

 

 

 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who has so far renewed their membership with the 
Society. Many of you have paid online or via bank transfer/standing order 
and a thank you to those who did change their standing order amount! 
Unfortunately, a large number of members haven’t so they will be contacted 
accordingly. 
 
Volunteers at Treetops are sorting out cheques and the process generally of 
dealing with membership renewals, despite the Pandemic, is not really 
affected. 
 
We have also had a few new members this last quarter and we welcome 
them to the Society.  
 
If you are interested in contacting any of them, you can (currently) contact 
us via the website at <https://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/contact-us/>.  Once 
Treetops reopens, details can be obtained through there also. 
 

5248   Mr John Burden HITCHIN Hertfordshire   

5249   Ms Laura Morgan CARDIFF Glamorgan   

5250   Ms Barbara Macumber BENDIGO Victoria   

5251   Ms Lesley Williams FORDINGBRIDGE Hampshire   

5252   Ms Sara Tucker NEWTON ABBOT Devon   

5253   Mr Graham Reeves BROMLEY Kent   

5254  Mr Garth Matthews SOUTHAMPTON Hampshire  
 
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. Stay Safe. 
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Society Services 
Details of the Research Centre and Office (Treetops), opening hours, accessibility, 
website, Facebook page and the costs of Personal Research, are shown on the front 
inside cover of this Journal.  Contact details of Officers are on the back inside cover. 

Our Services & Sales Catalogue includes the Terms and Conditions of Business that 
apply when making a purchase by post or telephone. E-mail Treetops for an 
electronic copy or, for a printed copy (UK only) send a self-addressed C5 sized 
envelope (i.e. sized for A5 contents) bearing a 2nd class stamp to Treetops. Product 
details and these terms may also be found on our website. 

Payment for subscriptions, goods, and (postal) search services may be made by cash 
(at Treetops or meetings only), sterling cheque or, for many purchases, credit or 
debit card on the online shop on our website. 

Transcriptions and Indexes 

The Society has transcribed a large number of records relating to Dorset, which may 
be accessed at Treetops in the form of booklets, fiche, CD-ROMs or through our 
search service. Some are available on the Internet. 

Facilities for visitors to Treetops 

In additional to the Transcriptions and Indexes: - 
Access to The Genealogist, Fold3 from Ancestry (military records), 
Ancestry.com, Findmypast and the British Newspaper Archive 
Assistance with your research, if needed 
Reference and lending library 
Sales Area 

Members Only 
E-News: The Society circulates information by e-mail to Members who have given 
consent to receive Society emails. This includes reminders of forthcoming meetings, 
education courses or local family history events that the Society will be attending.  

Forum: Available from the Menu bar of the Society's website, Society Members can 
apply for Forum membership and then post, and answer, family history questions 
(this is not intended to replace the Society's full research service).  
 

Member’s Area: There is a password protected area on the website containing 
additional information just for Members. The password is shown on E-News. 
 

General Data Protection Regulation  
The Society retains and processes personal data in accordance with its Data Privacy 
statement, which can be viewed at <https://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/data-privacy/>     
A paper copy is available from Treetops. 

https://www.dorsetfhs.org.uk/data-privacy/


 

 

DORSET FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
Vice President - June Clist 
 

             

Executive Committee 
Chairman – David Gynes, e-mail: chairman@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Secretary - Sheila Martin, Treetops Tel: 01202 785623 (please leave a message on  

 answerphone) e-mail: secretary@dorsetfhs.org.uk  

 (Assistant Secretary: Lorraine Squires) 

Treasurer - TBA, e-mail: treasurer@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Assistant Treasurer – Chris Chuck, e-mail: chrissie.chuck1@gmx.com 

Linda Adams, Ann Bush, Cherry Fisher, Sue Redfearn, Shirley Robinson, Sheila Tanner, June 

Taylor, Debbie Winter, Richard Yates 

 
Officers 
Coach Organiser – Cherry Fisher, e-mail: coachtrips@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Computer Group Coordinator – Richard Yates, email see under Liaison Officer  

Database Manager - Graham Searle, e-mail: gra.searle@btinternet.com 

Education Officer – Sheila Tanner, e-mail: education@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Exchange Journals Librarian - June Taylor, Tel: 01202 767666     

  e-mail: exchangejournals@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Fairs Coordinator – Anna Ward, e-mail: ward.anna@gmail.com 

Journal Editor - Angela Parker-Harris e-mail: editor@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Liaison Officer – Richard Yates, e-mail: liaison@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Librarian – Debbie Winter, e-mail: library@dorsetfhs.org.uk  

Members’ Interests – Alan Mead, e-mail: interests@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Membership Secretary - Claire Evans, Tel: 07989 696719 e-mail: membership@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Monumental Inscriptions Coordinator – Theresa Dobbs, see under Research Coordinator 

Project Coordinator - Vacant 

Programme Secretary – Sue & Pete Redfearn, e-mail: peterredjohn@gmail.com 

Publicity Officer - Shirley Robinson, Tel: 01202 880171 e-mail: publicity@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Research Coordinator-Theresa Dobbs, e-mail: treebordobbs@hotmail.co.uk 

Sales Coordinator – June Taylor, e-mail: sales@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

Strays Coordinator - Lindsey Dedden, Tel 01202 824473 e-mail: lindsey.dedden@gmail.com 

Webmaster - Alan Mead, e-mail: webmaster@dorsetfhs.org.uk 

 
Unless otherwise indicated, all postal correspondence to be sent c/o  
Treetops Research Centre at the address shown on the front inner cover 
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Recycle your Printer Cartridges 

Recycle4Charity will make a donation to the Society for every 'virgin' (not recycled 
before) printer cartridge received. 

They can be left at Treetops, but please note that not all cartridges are accepted - 
see the list on their website <http://www.Recycle4Charity.co.uk>. 

Freepost envelopes can also be ordered for the return of print cartridges by 
following the link from our website and registering as a donor. 

Envelopes will be stamped with your ID number and the name of the Society. To 
order more, log into the site as an existing donor. Why not hand the envelopes 

around to family and friends to raise more for the Society? 

 


