
THE 
SCRIVENER 

 

 
The Journal of Calderdale Family History Society 

Incorporating Halifax & District 
 
 

              Number 167                        Summer                       June 2019 

 



Page 2  

CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Incorporating HALIFAX and DISTRICT 

 
Calderdale Family History Society was founded on the 7th March 1985. 
We aim  

• To encourage interest in,  and assist with, research relevant to the study of family 
history in Halifax and the Calder valley.  

Our area  

• Covers the modern Calderdale Council established in 1975, which broadly covers the 
same area as the Ancient Parish of Halifax, with the addition to the west of the town-
ship of Todmorden and Walsden. 

We do this by 

• Holding  meetings,  usually on the 4th Thursday of each month  (except December) in 
Halifax. 

• Publishing The Scrivener, a quarterly journal, in paper form for full members and on our 

website for internet members. Contact the Scrivener Editor. 

• Publishing a monthly Newsletter for members who have an email address, and a Fa-
cebook page. Contact the Newsletter Editor.  

• Hosting a website www.cfhsweb.com, and a members’ forum. Contact the Web Ad-
ministrator. 

• Running a Research Room at Brighouse Library two half days a week for personal 
research. Contact the Research Room co-ordinator. 

• Running projects to transcribe records relevant to members’ research. Contact the 
Projects Co-ordinator. 

• Publishing transcribed records. Contact the Publications Officer. 

• Providing an enquiry and search service from our records in the Research Room. 
Contact the Enquiry service Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining a list of members’ interests by surname and dates of interest, which are 
available  to members on the website. Each quarter new additions are published in 

The Scrivener. Contact the Members’ Interests Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining an index of “Strays” (Calderdale people who appear in records else-
where). Contact the Strays Co-ordinator. 

Membership 

• Is open to all family historians who have an interest in the area. Contact the Member-
ship Secretary. 

• Annual subscriptions are £12.00 for UK individuals (£14.00 for family membership), 
£17/ £19 for Overseas 

• Internet membership is £6.00/ £8.00  which only provides information such as the 
journal on the Internet, but not on paper. 

• Subscriptions are due on the 1st of the month, on the anniversary of joining the Socie-
ty (cheques made payable to CFHS.) and should be sent to the Treasurer. 

• Overseas payments must be made in sterling, drawn on a bank with a branch in the 
UK, by Sterling Money Order. 

• Membership subscriptions may be paid annually by Standing Order: 
                Account Name : Calderdale FHS   Bank Sort Code : 30-93-76    Acc. No. 01670491 
                Reference to use : Memb. No. & Surname. (eg 1234Smith) 

• Credit Card payments for subscriptions and purchases of our publications may be 
made over the Internet via Genfair (www.genfair.co.uk). 

Contacting the Society 

• All correspondence requiring a reply must be accompanied by a S.A.E. Contact the 
Secretary or appropriate officer. 

• The names, addresses and email contacts of the Society’s officers and co-ordinators 

appear inside the back cover of The Scrivener and on the Society’s website. 

©  Copyright of Scrivener is held jointly by CFHS and the contributors.  
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THE  SCRIVENER 
 Publication Dates                             Deadline Dates for Copy  
 

 AUTUMN 2019 (September)  AUGUST 19th 
 WINTER 2019 (December)   NOVEMBER 11th 
 SPRING  2020 (March)   FEBRUARY 17th 
 SUMMER 2020 (June)   MAY 1st 
 

Please note that, due my other commitments, the copy date for the 
Summer issue is MAY 1st. Editor. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
 
Under the terms and conditions of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(2018) when you join Calderdale Family History Society (CFHS) as a 
member, or renew your membership, you agree that your personal infor-
mation will be stored in a retrieval system and saved as a hard copy.  A 
subset of this information is also held, securely, on the CFHS website for 
the purposes of allowing member access to the Members Only section of 
the website.    
 
If you decide not to renew your membership, or your membership of 
CFHS lapses, all your personal information will be deleted from all retriev-
al systems (electronic or paper hard copy) after up to 24 months of your 
membership expiring. 
 
You may, at any time, withdraw your consent by contacting CFHS GDPR 
Controller by E-mailing systems@cfhsweb.com or in writing to the Society 
Secretary.   This may exclude you from the ability to use some of the So-
ciety's facilities. 
 
You may view the information that we hold by applying to the Membership 
Secretary - membsec@cfhsweb.com.   You may also view the Society 
Data Protection Policy and the GDPR Compliance Document by applying 
to the Secretary - secretary@cfhsweb.com 

Insurance Exclusions 
The insurance which we hold for certain activities undertaken by mem-
bers is limited to cover for members under 75 years of age.  Consequent-
ly, any member over 75 who is concerned about taking part in specific 
Society activities should contact the Secretary for clarification. 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
mailto:membsec@cfhsweb.com
mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
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COVER PICTURE 
 

James Dufton my father who was at this time working for his father John 
Arthur Dufton taking levels at Scaitcliffe Cross lee Gate, where they were 
building 5 houses. James Dufton left Todmorden and became District Sur-
veyor of Westminster.  
 
Russell Dufton 

Editorial 
Thanks to everyone who has sent contributions to Scrivener. Keep them 
coming! 
 

Members’ Survey 
Following the article on the Members’ Survey,  can you, yes YOU, write an 
article on your own personal research, or on some aspect of Calderdale 
History? I’d be happy to publish whatever you contribute. Pictures are par-
ticularly welcome. 
 
I’m glad you like the summaries of the monthly talks. I do too, and I feel 
they are of great value to members who can’t get to meetings. So a big 
thank you to the willing workers who write them up for us. Unfortunately 
there is a copyright issue with including slides from these talks. Sorry! 
 

2019-20 Syllabus 
The Committee is currently investigating the possible option of holding So-
ciety meetings in the afternoon, rather than in the evening, during the winter 
months (October > March). It is thought that the dark nights, often accom-
panied by poor weather, may act as a deterrent to some members for 
whom an afternoon meeting may be a more attractive alternative.  
 
Clearly, this would not necessarily be convenient for some members, par-
ticularly so for those not yet retired or perhaps have other commitments 
during the day. It is proposed, therefore, to canvas the opinion of local 
members as to their preference for afternoon/evening meetings before 
making any changes to the current arrangement. Please note, however, 
that speakers have already been booked through to the end of 2019 so any 
changes to the existing programme would only come into effect during the 
first quarter of 2020. 
 
As a result of this initiative, publication of the 2019-20 Syllabus will now be 
deferred to the September issue of the Scrivener although an overview of 
forthcoming meetings will of course continue to be published in the monthly 
Newsletter. 
 
If you don’t have internet access, contact the secretary (contact details on 
page 42) who will be able to tell you the dates and times of meetings.  
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CFHS Secretary’s Report for 2018-2019 – AGM 25th April 2019 
 

I would like to present the Secretary’s Report for 2018-2019. 
 
This year has seen several changes for the society.  Late last Au-
tumn our Chairman, Clifford, was taken ill.  We miss seeing him and 
Joan and wish them both well. 
 

The year began with the web-site being run with a commercial part-
ner, with lots of work done ‘behind the scenes’. Our web-master, 
Keith Pitchforth, unfortunately retired earlier in the year, and we 
thank him for his work.   
 

We now have a new web-site administrator, Ian Knowles, and in 
future he and selected officers will be able to amend and alter site 
content as necessary, thus saving some expense with our commer-
cial partner.  More details about this will be given in the Treasurer’s 
Report. 
 

Exchange journals are now sent and received in digital form only 
and are available on the CFHS web-site in the Members’ Area. Do 
look at them - you never know what snippet of interest you may find. 
 

After several years meeting at North Bridge Leisure Centre, Halifax, 
and changes of room, it was felt more appropriate premises were 
needed.  In February a move took place and meetings are now held 
at the Maurice Jagger Centre, Halifax. This move is working well 
and appreciated by those attending meetings. 
 

In common with other societies GDPR has continued to cause 
changes to our procedures. We thank members for their tolerance 
and understanding whilst this has been put into action.  We now feel 
we are fully compliant. 
 

This has been a busy year for the Transcription Team with 5 pro-
jects being completed and launched. These are Rastrick Cemetery 
MI’s, Clifton MI’s (St. John’s and Clifton Municipal Cemetery), The 
Piece Hall Subscribers, Greetland Undertaker’s Register and 
School Logs. 
 

Two new projects are in hand: King Cross Graveyard MI’s and 
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School Admissions’ Registers.  Permissions have been granted and 
early work has begun. We look forward to these projects providing 
material unavailable elsewhere, so much now being in the hands of 
commercial companies. 
 

Thank you to the Transcription team which is growing in numbers 
as a result of interest shown in the survey. Other members are wel-
come, distance no object, just computer access is needed.  
 

This year, despite the continued use of the free search facility, 327 
queries being answered as against 351 the previous year, publica-
tion sales have held up well. 
 

Encouragingly, Research Room use has increased slightly with 
attendance up from 233 to 274. This has also led to some non-
member regulars becoming members.  
 

In common with many other societies, our membership is slightly 
down, from 373 to 367. This represents a decrease of 8%. 

• 97% now have email and thus have access to our monthly 
Newsletter. 

• 36% are Internet members 

• 11% are overseas members 

• 62% away members 

• 26% are local members. The last 3 figures, overseas, away, 
local, remaining constant from last year. 

 

In Autumn a survey was conducted amongst members and the 
committee are happy to receive your responses. Thank you to those 
who made time to respond. I will not go into details now as there is 
a fuller report in The Scrivener, which I encourage you to read.  The 
survey proved very interesting and productive. Some of your com-
ments have been acted on already and others are being consid-
ered.  
 

Promotion of the society has continued through attendance at York 
and Huddersfield Fairs and in June this year we are having a joint 
stand with Huddersfield at ‘Family Tree Live’ at Alexandra Palace. 
In September we also took part in an event at the Piece Hall, which 
promoted the use of the Hall as a market. 
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As well as promoting the society through the Federation of Family 
History Societies, we now have a presence on Calderdale’s ‘What’s 
On’ site and The Maurice Jagger Centre web-site. Leaflets are also 
available for distribution in libraries, shops, etc. If you have connec-
tions with any potential outlet please let us know. 
 

Locally we have enjoyed a variety of speakers at our monthly meet-
ings, where attendance has averaged 32.  It is also encouraging 
that, as a result of publicity, we are welcoming non-members. Once 
more all members can share these talks through The Scrivener. 
Following Margaret Walker’s retirement last year, John Barraclough 
(alongside his publicity role) took on the role as our Speaker Finder. 
Thank you.  
 

Unfortunately, due to unavoidable circumstances, there was a lower 
attendance this year at the Annual Dinner. Those attending enjoyed 
a pleasant evening, where the speaker was Noel Moroney. We are 
considering changing the format of this event so more people will be 
able to participate. More details of this anon. 
 

Thank you to the people who work hard to further the success of the 
society. Many are involved - Transcription, Accounts, Publications, 
Publicity, Speaker Finder, the Research Room and Searches, 
Scrivener, Newsletter, IT, Fairs, Catering, and others quietly beaver 
away. 
 

Finally, remember that you can contribute by sharing your queries, 
observations, ‘snippets of information’ etc   with other members via 
the Newsletter, Scrivener and Forum on our web-site. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you and to another successful year 
for CFHS. 
 

Margaret Smith (Secretary) 
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Treasurer’s Report for 2018-2019- AGM 25th April 2019 
 
 

Firstly, I would like to express thanks to Mr Chris Drake, our Auditor, 
for carrying out their audit on these accounts so quickly, so that they 
are ready for this AGM. 
 
I don't intend to go through every item of these accounts - I just 
want to highlight any areas worthy of comment.    On all these, I will 
be comparing this year's figures with those of 2017-18.   So let's 
start with the Income. 
 
Income. 
1. Membership.   As you have heard from our Secretary, mem-

bership totals are slightly down on the same as this time last 
year which is slightly disappointing.   However, the income from 
membership subscriptions is up over 12% on last year.   There 
is always variation due to the speed, or otherwise, that mem-
bership renewals come in over the year end.   It can also be 
explained by the fact that, last year, a number of members paid 
at the previous rate rather than the new rate, which we allowed 
to pass.   This year, only a handful have failed to increase their 
Standing Orders & these members have been contacted. 

 
2. Publications.  As I explained last year, we expect our publica-

tions to continue at a lower level than previously, due to the 
decision to allow members free searches on our database.   
We believe that this helps us to retain members.   Neverthe-
less, the sale of publications this year is almost exactly the 
same as for the previous year.   We have published 5 new sets 
of information this year & are about to publish the 3rd, and last, 
CD for School Logs. 

 
3. PPV Fees.  These are significantly down from last year, mainly 

due to a one-off royalty fee paid in 2017-18 by FMP.   Encour-
agingly, the monthly payments recently have shown an upturn, 
so we are hoping for better things in 2019-20. 

 
4. Research Room Income.   The Research Room income has 

continued to be steady & attendance figures are slightly up 
from the previous year. 
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Expenditure. 
1. Scrivener Costs   These are down yet again on last year, 

thanks to the stewardship of our Membership Secretary, Susan 
Clarke & our Editor, Frances Stubbs.   If the trend continues of 
more members opting for Internet membership over full mem-
bership, these costs will continue to reduce. 

 
2. General Meeting Costs.   These have been substantially re-

duced for 2 reasons – firstly we moved to a smaller, cheaper, 
room at the North Bridge Leisure Centre &, for the last 2 
months of the year we moved to our new venue which is 
cheaper still.   We hope to see further benefits from this move 
as we will now be doing our own tea & coffee provision. 

 
3. Annual Dinner.   This is basically self-financing.   Due to re-

duced numbers this year, your Committee is looking at the pos-
sibility of changing this to a lunchtime, which is likely to be less 
expensive per head & may encourage a higher attendance.  
You will have an opportunity to give your views on this later on 
this evening. 

 
4.  Printing/Copying.   2017-18 was an unusually cheap year – 

this year we had a further set of leaflets printed & this trend is 
likely to continue as we try to boost our exposure locally 
throughout the year. 

 
5. Fairs Expenses.   This is significantly higher than last year due 

to our attending one more fair than usual & also due to us shar-
ing a stand with Huddersfield FHS at the forthcoming Alexan-
dra Palace National Show.   This is the successor to WDYTYA 
at Birmingham.   Although we will not have any volunteers 
there – it is being covered by Huddersfield’s people – we have 
given them a thorough briefing on what we can offer potential 
members, so we are hopeful that our presence with them will 
be a success. 

 
6. Project Costs.   These have been minimal & vary from 2017-

18 due to our having a Transcribers Get-together in that year. 
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7. Website Expenses.   Again, as last year, I have deliberately 
left this item until last.   As predicted at last year’s AGM we 
have spent a significant amount on our website.   Our Commer-
cial Partner Tracker Computers Ltd have been working hard 
stabilising the site & making it more secure.   In addition, they 
have developed a series of routines that allow Society volun-
teers to carry out nearly all changes & additions to the website, 
which used to have to be done by a technician.   Although there 
is still a little more work to do on this front, we anticipate that by 
mid-2019 we will only have the routine support & maintenance 
costs to pay, which are minimal.   This extra cost has been built 
into our budgets for 2019-20, which have been approved by 
your Committee. 

 
 In 2018-19, we had hoped to limit the extra cost by spreading 

the workload for development between our Commercial Partner 
& our existing webmaster.   However, unfortunately, our web-
master decided to step down mid-year, which meant that the 
extra work had to be done by our Commercial Partner, thus 
costing us more than expected. 

 
Overall Position. 
 
If the one-off development costs for the website are stripped out of 
this year’s figures, the Society’s finances broke even.   The budgets 
for 2019-20 show a similar break even without one-off development 
costs.  Our hope is that the improvements that we have made will 
have a positive effect on income, so that, from 2020-21 onwards, 
we expect to move back into surplus. 
 
Your Committee review the financial progress every 2 months and 
so are in a position to make any necessary decisions should the 
situation change adversely from our budgets. 
 
As you can see from the Accounts, we still have a healthy cash 
surplus, which we hope we will be able to maintain by following the 
course of action that I have explained. 
 

Peter Lord - Treasurer. 
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Income 2018-19 2017-18  Expenditure 2018-19 2017-18 

Membership £3,533.07 £3,137.11  Scrivener Production £1,229.00 £1,363.00 

Publications £946.85 £956.18  Scriv Postage £661.10 £750.19 

Annual Trip £0.00 £0.00  Chairman £0.00 £0.00 

Annual Dinner £625.00 £828.00  Secretary £0.00 £0.00 

Raffles £153.50 £133.00  Treasurer £0.00 £0.00 

Donations £57.10 £15.00  Research Aids £0.00 £0.00 

Bank Interest £10.18 £12.35  General Meeting Costs £744.26 £1,141.97 

FH Books Carriage £19.49 £22.16  Committee Room Hire £114.00 £95.00 

Misc Income £5.00 £6.50  Speaker's Exps. £375.00 £400.00 

PPV Fees £1,273.68 £1,918.02  Annual Trip £0.00 £0.00 

Search Fees £5.81 £0.00  Annual Dinner £674.74 £1,744.15 

RR Entrance Fees £150.50 £142.00  Publication Purchase £11.25 £102.55 

Other RR Income £17.50 £11.00  Other Publ. Costs £117.93 £78.21 

GM Coffee Income £92.00 £90.00  Printing/Copying £284.20 £45.60 

       Monumental Inscrpts. £0.00 £0.00 

       FFHS Insurance £0.00 £0.00 

       FFHS Membership £140.60 £150.10 

       Members Interests £0.00 £0.00 

       Other Postage £11.46 £22.14 

       Fairs Exps. £200.00 £105.00 

TOTAL £6,889.68 £7,271.32  Other Exps. £144.00 £114.00 

Cash Summary    Library Exps. £0.00 £0.00 

Balance Brought Fwd £25,672.24 £26,996.76  Library Purchases £0.00 £0.00 

Cash at Bank - Current £696.10 £875.09  Raffle Expenses £38.76 £36.98 

Cash at Bank - Deposit £11,345.19 £24,685.01  Stationery Prov. £39.09 £92.58 

Amounts not yet presented £0.00 £0.00  Website Expenses £13,843.15 £211.37 

Cash in Hand £37.44 £2.14  Project Costs £10.00 £253.00 

Officers' Floats £110.00 £110.00  RR Rent £1,425.00 £1,368.00 

Balance Carried Fwd £12,188.73 £25,672.24  RR Expenses £74.40 £4.00 

    RR Capital £0.00 £0.00 

    Search Expenses £0.00 £0.00 

Stock at year-end    GM Coffee Expenses £95.25 £129.00 

Ancestral Files £15.50 £64.80  Gift Vouchers £140.00 £90.00 

CDs £154.00 £175.25  Other Capital £0.00 £299.00 

       TOTAL £20,373.19 £8,595.84 

       

Society Assets Valuation      

Initial Purchase Cost £7,133.92 £7,335.63     

Current Asset Value £617.10 £460.50     

Audited Accounts 
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 Committee Appointments. AGM 25th April 2019  
 
 
The following appointments were made: 
 
Treasurer    – Peter Lord 
Secretary    – Margaret Smith 
Membership Secretary  – Susan Clarke 
Committee Members      – Clifford Drake, John Barraclough, 
       Eileen Connolly, Ann Wilkinson,  
                                                Stuart Wilkinson.  
 
Auditor     – Chris Drake 
 
It was agreed the position of Chairman will be decided at a future 
committee meeting. 
 
 
 

AWARDS 
 
SUTCLIFFE HOME AWARD: Molly Lister and Sheila Thwaite.    
 
Molly and Sheila have worked cheerfully and conscientiously over 
several years, never failing to provide refreshments at our monthly 
meetings, and Molly is also a long-standing volunteer at the Re-
search Room. 
 
SUTLIFFE AWAY AWARD: Morton & Anna Surguy. 
 
Morton and Anna have been transcribing on a continuous basis 
almost from the time they joined the Society in February 2016 & are 
amongst the most prolific transcribers on our team. 
 
MARGARET WALKER AWARD: Ann Bennet  
 
for her article in the Winter 2018 issue, “Sources for 16th & 17th Cen-
tury Ancestors in the West Riding of Yorkshire”. 
This article gives references to where you can see some old docu-
ments - for those who are venturing that far back. It also gives some 
intriguing insights into life back then, maybe encouraging us to 
probe deeper than the easy bits!  
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CFHS Talk ~ July 2018  
 FOLLOWING THE DRUM 

by JOHN SPENCER 
  
Speaker John Spencer began by mentioning his last talk to us in 

2005, when he had dressed in a Duke of Wellington uniform of the 

early 1800’s, explaining the clothes, equipment and weapons of 

those days.  The term ‘following the drum’, was from then and sol-

diers on campaign marched behind, doing just that.   

We know that women and children accompanied armies on the 

march, but what did they all do 200 years ago.  Soldiers and their 

families were very much on their own as far as obtaining supplies of  

food and drink were concerned.  So many of the followers did this, 

supplying drink in particular and were known as supplers.  One of 

the safest places to be when a civil war is on, is with an army, espe-

cially if you are a single unattached woman.  Those who did go, 

walked at the back with the baggage train – hence these often ob-

streperous followers being called a 'baggage'. 

As armies got bigger, so did the number of these followers and the 

crunch came during the American War of Independence 1775-1783.  

The British Army fighting over there were badly equipped and badly 

led, and after six years of overseas combat, were forced to surren-

der.  When the final battle at the siege of Yorktown came, there 

were more women and children there, than fighting men.  These 

families were eating what supplies were available, leaving very little 

for the soldiers.  After that the Army was reorganised, when it had 

become obvious that  all these women and children couldn't accom-

pany the men anymore.  So when the Napoleonic wars of 1795 

came, the government looked at the role of soldiers families with a 

view to handling things differently.   The old army song ‘Over the 

hills and far away’, says to join the Army and rid yourself of wives 

and children and have a free man’s life.   

‘We then shall lead more happy lives by getting rid of brats and 

wives, who scold and brawl both night and day, when over the hills 

and far away’ 

For poor people, going into the Army and leaving your family re-
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sponsibilities behind, was an accepted form of family desertion.  

Many women applying for poor relief at that time, were seen to be 

abandoned by husbands who had gone to join the Army, leaving 

large numbers of these women all over the country.  Some decided 

to enlist themselves and follow the drum, which was preferable to 

abandonment.  But, not all these women could go along with the 

Army.  At this time, the Royal Navy were looked on as the heroic 

force, even though they were pressed into service.  To be a soldier 

in the Army wasn’t regarded as good in the Eighteenth Century. 

The Duke of Wellington is remembered for saying ‘My Army is com-

prised of the scum of the earth, enlisted for drink’.  He also acknowl-

edged, that once in the Army, he could make something good of 

them.  The Regiment was recruiting in Halifax, after serving in India 

for many years.  The returning soldiers were ‘used up', which was 

the term used to describe the many who were now ill and decrepit, 

after tropical disease and wastage had taken their toll.  These were 

now discharged, and new men were being conscripted.  The post-

ers announced that 'any brave and aspiring youths could meet Cap-

tain Walker, who was recruiting for the 33rd and 95th Rifles at Acre-

age Road in Halifax, where they will receive the highest of bounties 

and the best of treatment'.  There was a list of the pubs in Halifax  

where they could meet Captain Walker's sergeants, corporals and 

drummers, who would buy them lots of beer.  In the morning when 

they woke with a splitting headache, they would find that they had 

joined the Army.  The recruiting tricks included, the 'King's shilling' 

being slipped into your drink or the drummer shaking your hand and 

leaving a shilling there, when he pulled his hand away.  In this pre-

literate society, many thought they had accepted the 'King's shilling', 

and in doing so had joined up.  In fact, there was a three-day 

'cooling off' period, but few realised this.  The officer and recruiting 

sergeant could make a fortune by getting people drunk and signed 

up, and then accepting payment to forget it ever happened.  You 

could also take a friend along, and get them joined up and be paid 

for doing so.  All these tricks were going on, and three days later 

you were taken before the Justice of the Peace, where you swore 

allegiance to his Majesty and you were in, effectively for life.  Tech-

nically it was for 21 years, but few saw out those years for many 

reasons, mostly because they were dead, before the time was up. 
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The years of 1811 and 1812, were a very depressed period for 

trade locally.  The factory system was taking over from the local 

small scale woollen trade, which was being phased out in favour of 

the mills and factories.  You could go and work in these mills and 

factories for twelve or fourteen hours a day, although for relatively 

small wages.  So to join the army for a shilling a day, plus six pints 

of beer, and a pound and a quarter of meat and a pound of haver-

cakes, seemed like a good deal.  Going abroad and being shot at 

by the French wasn't mentioned very much.  Also, possibly, being 

killed by the French, that too kept a fairly low profile in all of this.   

Actually to be in the Army, with the bad economic state of the coun-

try, made it a more secure environment to be in.  The drawback 

being that in most regiments, you had to be married.  In the seven-

teenth and eighteenth centuries getting married wasn't high in the 

priorities of most working people.  It was an optional extra in some 

ways and divorce was out of the question.  This was why men were 

deserting their families by joining the Army, which was a good way 

to do it.  Army marriages were often not solemnised by the church.  

One soldier's version of getting married consisted of the sergeants 

laying their swords on the ground, while the soldier to be married 

and his partner jumped over them.  The rest of the company would 

announce 'Leap rogue and jump whore, then you are married for 

evermore'.  This was known as jumping the broomstick, the tradi-

tional marriage practice of many societies at the time.  The Army 

accepted that form of marrying, although you couldn't usually re-

verse it by jumping back over the swords, although some regiments 

did recognise that, but not all.  

When the Duke of Wellington was colonel of the 33rd, his standing 

orders for the regiment insisted that only wives who had been mar-

ried by the Regimental Chaplain or by an approved cleric of the 

Church of England would be considered as a married couple.  Then 

they could become members of the regiment.  Things were different 

when the Duke had the regiment in India.  There was a more re-

laxed attitude to soldiers' leisure time activities there, shall we say.  

They could introduce clean, local women into the barracks whenev-

er they wanted, subject to medical approval.  The usual hypocritical 

attitude of one law for the UK and one for being out in the Empire 
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applying here.   

Some officers were against marriage anyway,  believing a married 

soldier couldn't be a good soldier and this attitude persisted till re-

cent times.  An obituary of an officer who had joined the Guards in 

1914 at 18, and then re-enlisted in 1939 and fought at Arnhem, said 

commanding officers ordered him to hunt twice a week and not to 

marry until he was 25.  So even as late as WW2, the Army were 

trying to influence those sort of decisions.  Captain Hill Trevor of 

the 33rd Regiment who fought at Waterloo was decidedly against 

the idea of allowing soldiers to marry.  Quoting from his diary notes, 

'if you were a well-behaved soldier who was regularly married, your 

wife and children would be allowed to stay in barracks with you'.   

There were however, no separate quarters for families, while you 

were in the UK.  They would simply hang a washing line across the 

end of the room  and drape blankets of washing over it, and that 

was your married quarters.  Everyone else was at the other side,  

getting on with their normal lives.  Hill Trevor's view of the women 

and their children, some having six,  seven or eight  of them, was 

that they took the food, bedding, tables and fires of the men  de-

stroying their comfort and cleanliness.  This made them discontent-

ed, driving them to the beer shops, or even to desertion.  He felt the 

benefits of families being there, were far outweighed by the draw-

backs.  He was a fine, serious soldier and when the barracks were 

full of families who were on the regimental strength, the women got 

half the amount of the men's  ration and the children a quarter.  He 

knew the men were poorly fed and were not eating properly,  as 

they were busy giving their own food to their families. They were 

then, not getting the nourishment they needed to bulk themselves 

up for the duties they had to perform.    

After the decision not to allow too many women and children to ac-

company the army abroad, horrendous scenes followed.  A regi-

ment had 10 companies of about 80 men, so about 800 men in 

each one.  In peacetime and on home service, as many men who      

wanted to marry could do so.  But when they got the order for active 

service, each company was allowed to take up to only eight women 

with it.  There could be dozens of wives per company, so it had to 

be decided who went.  Usually it was done by lottery.  They would 
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march to the embarkation point along with their women, children, 

baggages and everything else, where a piece of paper for each 

woman would be drawn from the sergeant-major's large hat - his 

shako.  Wives, by rank down would then pull a ticket out which stat-

ed, either, 'to go' or 'not to go', and  read it out.  Those who got a 'to 

go' ticket stayed on the regimental books and were allowed to em-

bark on board with the men.  They were on the ration strength and 

would go overseas.  Those who drew a 'not to go' ticket were sent 

home, which was awful.  There were accounts of women screaming 

and crying and trying to swim after the ships, and men jumping off 

the ships and trying to get back to shore.   A voyage to America or 

India  could take three or six months and it could be many years 

before they  came home again.  The odds were vastly against you 

ever seeing your husband again.   

When the 33rd regiment went to India in 1796 they didn't return until 

1811, so were away for 15 years. Occasionally they did return and 

Halifax  is famous for this happening.  In 1796 a soldier, a Private 

Heap shipped out with the 33rd regiment and disappeared in com-

bat.  After seven years he was declared dead and his wife Rachel 

remarried and had several children.  After the Treaty of Amiens in 

1803, prisoners of war were released and Private Heap returned 

from a French camp to find his wife married again and with some 

more children.  So Heap and her new husband, led her to market 

with a halter round her neck and had the proverbial 'wife sale'.  

Money was exchanged and Rachel was led home by her new hus-

band.  Another similar incident was when a regiment marched past 

where the Shorncliffe Canal was being dug.  The band went past 

with it's striking West Indian drum major leading the way, who was 

being well admired by the crowd.  A woman living with an Irish nav-

vy at the time, was bought for half a crown by the drum major and 

led away by him, again with a halter round her neck. 

Along with the 'not to go' ticket, there's little chance of you ever see-

ing your husband again and there's no system for having pay sent 

back to England.  As well as free food, the soldier was given bounty 

money which could be as much as fifteen guineas, which was his 

pension pot to give to his wife, mother or family to  live on while he 

was in the army.  Most of this got spent on drink, clothes and gen-
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eral high living however, and few families saw much of the money at 

all.  The Army did supply the 'not to go' wives with a ticket for the 

workhouse.  The local magistrate wrote out a ticket to allow them to 

journey back home,  staying nightly at the workhouse in the towns 

they would go through.  So you had to travel back home along with 

children, baggage and whatever else, by walking or hitching rides, 

via these workhouses.  If you didn't keep moving on, you would be 

treated as a vagrant and imprisoned and flogged, which was the 

treatment meted out to the poor in the Nineteenth century.  You 

might have to travel, perhaps from Portsmouth, and had then to get 

home to Halifax. 

This is why, difficult as it was, most women wanted to go with their 

husbands, although going overseas meant the women shared the 

same dangers as the men.  In 1795, the Thirty-third embarked for 

overseas and a massive storm sank so many of the ships, that the 

expedition to the West Indies was cancelled, as there weren't 

enough men to go.  They were at sea for seven weeks with awful 

conditions on board.  Conditions for them all, were just the same as 

we see on documentaries and in museums for transporting slaves - 

no difference.  The limited amount of space gave effectively an area 

the size of a blanket for six men or three couples,  so about eight-

een inches per person for journeys of up to two or three months 

while sailing to foreign parts.  The Duke of Wellington, a very organ-

ised man, issued detailed instructions for maintaining health while 

on board ship.  These were to include daily washing and having 

water thrown over themselves each day.  More welcome was the 

quart of spirits diluted with water shared between eight men, which 

was your spirit ration on board -  your grog ration.  

When the regiment landed, they marched everywhere and the wom-

en and children marched with them.  The eight women were taken 

specifically to do the laundry for the unit.  The soldiers at this time 

were keeping cleaner than we might expect.  They would have 

three shirts each, which were changed often and the women were 

paid for doing the washing.  The Duke allowed tuppence a week per 

man for washing for ten men, so twenty pence was paid.  They did 

the sewing repairs as well.  The men did the cooking in the messes 

and the women were also employed as nurses.  In 1812-15, the 
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medical backup wasn't good and  having someone who knew you 

there, gave you a better chance of survival.  After a battle, wounded 

soldiers could be left out in the open unattended for some time, so a 

partner looking out for you was a good option.   

When these nurses were being paid, they were moved to another 

regiment's hospital, so they couldn't  favour their own partners and 

friends.  Walking, especially with families with you was a problem.  

So many of these women, who had been on campaign in Spain and 

Portugal with Wellington, acquired mules or donkeys to earn more 

money.  They would go out ahead of the army into the towns and 

buy in supplies of food and drink, to sell to the soldiers. This was 

much against the orders given by the Duke of Wellington, whose 

orders were not to do this.  One of these women, Biddy Skiddy, 

saved her husband on the retreat from Corunna, by carrying him, 

his pack and his musket for about five miles to safety.  Many wives 

were abandoned by the side of the road, and women were giving 

birth in this retreat, and  being taken over by the French army.  Bid-

dy carried on foraging and buying up the supplies against orders 

and the Duke ordered her expensive mule, which she had named 

the Queen of Spain, to be shot.  The women were subject to military 

discipline and as you are on the march, that punishment was flog-

ging.  The Duke of Wellington ordered women to be flogged when 

caught,  and this was allegedly carried out, but he always denied 

this later.  

The French were forced out of Spain and Portugal in 1814, and 

Napoleon surrendered and abdicated for the first time.  The Army is 

demobbed and the good fighting troops are sent to fight the rebel-

lious Americans, who have taken advantage of the situation.  

In 1815 Napoleon returns and attempts to regain power. Families 

were again on the fringes of the battlefield at Waterloo and babies 

were born there, the Duke of York becoming godfather to one.  The 

last survivor of Waterloo was born there and only died well into the 

1900's. 

The last time women were on the battlefield was in the Crimean 

War when the 33rd Duke of Wellington's regiment were besieging 

Sebastopol – with trench warfare and close quarter skirmishing pa-
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trols.  Surgeon Ogilvy, wrote in the Lancet later of being  called out 

on a winters night to deliver Corporal Burke's wife who was in la-

bour.  This was about fifty yards from the Russian front line. Both 

mother and child survived.  After the Crimean War, medical services 

improved dramatically and women were forbidden to follow the Ar-

my into action anymore.   A programme of building permanent bar-

rack sites with married quarters began and our own barracks at 

Highroadwell were built in the 1870s.  It was also the last time en-

listed men's wives went on campaign overseas, although officer's 

wives continued to go to some hugely dangerous parts of the de-

clining Empire.  In the Regimental museum collection is a pearl-

handled revolver, which  Colonel Wayman's wife carried in a nice 

evening bag all through South Africa, 'just in case'. 

 
Wife Sales 

 
In the March issue, Joan Coles wrote about the sale of a “Fine 
young widow” It seems that wife sales were not uncommon.  
 
At a meeting of The London Group of Yorkshire Family History Soci-
eties on the 18th November 2017, the speaker, Ian H Waller FSG 
FGRA spoke about wife sales. Before the 20th century, divorce was 
uncommon, and expensive. Instead, a wife sale was used to formal-
ly record the fact that a woman would now be living with another 
man as his wife. They usually took place in the Cattle Market on 
Market Day. A formal record was kept in the Cattle Market Records 
and sometimes reported in the local press. 

HELP WANTED — EASTWOOD, DANIELS/CLARKE 
 
Following on from the piece in the March issue I also have an East-
wood line in my family history.  They were called Fred and Rachael 
who were married on The Saxonia around 1911-1915 (dates are 
approximate).  If anyone can give any more details regarding this 
couple please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Carole (Blagbrough) 
Mem No 2015 
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New Projects in 2019. 
 

As you may have read elsewhere in this journal, we have now completed the 
large project transcribing information from Calderdale School Logs.   This re-
quired a huge effort from our transcription team & they are to be congratulated 
for “sticking at it” for so long. 
 
We have now started our next 2 projects – in parallel – which are School Admis-
sions & the Monumental inscriptions for King Cross graveyard.    Both these are 
substantial projects. 
 
School Admissions. 
The School Admissions should be a good match with the recently completed 
School Logs, as the Logs tend to contain information about staff, inspectors & 
other officials, and rather less about the pupils themselves.   School Admissions 
should rectify this, as they are lists of pupils that attended the schools concerned, 
along with a host of personal information about each child – their dates of birth, 
parents, address amongst other things. 
 
It has taken some persuasion to get the West Yorkshire Archive Service to give 
us permission to transcribe these, but, happily, they have come to see the bene-
fits of the project to both them & us.     As with the School Logs, we have split the 
schools concerned into 3 regions, South/East, Central/North & West, and, as 
each school is completed, we will make the information available to members 
through our Transcription Index & free search facility – so you won’t have to wait 
until the end of the project to see the results. 
 
King Cross MIs. 
We have often been asked when we are going to do the MIs for King Cross.   We 
have considered these previously but have always been put off either by the 
state of the graveyard itself, the difficulty in getting permission & by the sheer 
size of the graveyard. 
 
However, recently, the graveyard has been taken over by a local firm of under-
takers, B J Melia & Sons.   They have kindly consented to us doing the transcrib-
ing & have also done a tremendous amount of clearing & tidying, so that the 
headstones are far more accessible. 
 
We have appealed to local members to make up a team of photographers, so 
that we can keep ahead of the transcribers. 
 

For both projects, we need as many transcribers as we can get, so that we can 
get the results available as soon as possible.   So, if you have the time to spare 
(& the inclination !) to contribute, please E-mail me at projects@cfhsweb.com or 
by phone on 01484-718576 & I will be delighted to include you in the transcrip-
tion team (or the photographing group, if you are local to Halifax). 
 
We hope to make good progress on these through the summer & will keep you 
up to date with how things are going via the monthly newsletter. 

Peter Lord – Project Coordinator. 

mailto:projects@cfhsweb.com
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School Logs Project – completed !! 
 

As you will have read in the May Newsletter, the 3rd CD for the 
School Logs for Calderdale, which covers the West, is now availa-
ble & so completes this project, which has taken just 2 years. 
 
This is an unusual set of data for you to investigate, and certainly 
the first of its kind from Yorkshire.   We hope that you will have a 
look at this information, which you can do in one of three ways :- 
 
 - By using the Transcription Index on the Society website to 

search out any of your ancestors who may be listed in one of 
the schools that we have transcribed.   As members, you can 
request details of any entries free of charge, through our 
Search Coordinator. 

 - By visiting our Research Room in Brighouse Library, when 
you can browse through all the records, as well as looking at 
the original Log Book images. 

 - By purchasing the CD through the usual channels, or get-
ting the download from www.genfair co.uk 

 
This article is to help you interpret the data that is on the files, so 
that you can get the best out of it. 
 
The data that is available is under 3 categories :- 
 
1. Head Teachers.   This lists the Head Teachers for all the 

schools involved, their start & finish dates at the school, where 
known, and any useful notes about them. 

 
2. School Closures.   This lists, for each school and in total, the 

occasions that the school was closed, the dates of closure & for 
what reason.  Local Pig Fairs seem to have been a popular 
reason !! 

 
3. Named Individuals.   This is far & away the most important set 

of information.   This lists the name of every person mentioned 
in the school Log Book, along with :- 

  - Page No. of the Log Book 
  - Date of the entry 
  - Surname & Forename of the individual 
  - Person Type (eg Teacher, Pupil etc) 
  - Event Type (eg Teaching, Absence, Inspection etc.- on 

CD1 for East Calderdale only) 
  - A Description of up to 100 characters to explain the event 
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  - Any other relevant Note 
  - In a small minority of cases, their abode 
 
There are number of things that researchers need to be aware of 

when looking at this data. 
 
Surname & Forename.   The surname is as you would expect, but 
the authors of the Logs, nearly always the Head Teacher, were of-
ten inconsistent in referring to people by name.   So you can get, for 
Jane Smith, entries for Jane Smith, J Smith, & Miss Smith. 
 
Every effort has been made to rationalise these, but, due to the 
many people transcribing this data & the fact that some people (eg 
Inspectors) feature in more than one school, it has not always been 
possible to match entries with full names.   For example, particularly 
with common names, John Smith & Mr Smith may be shown carry-
ing out different roles, so we cannot be sure that they are the same 
person. 
 
As a result, when you are looking for the name of someone you are 
researching, you need to be careful to search not just by forename, 
but by forename initial & also by title (eg. Mr, Miss etc).   In the case 
of women, where we have a forename it will be given &, if known, 
her marital status will be shown at the start of the Description field. 
 
Person Type.   We have tried to match the type of person with the 
known individual (eg Teacher).   However, many people had multi-
ple roles, particularly Board Members & WRCC officials, so it quite 
often happens that a named individual is shown as having different 
Person Types from one entry to the next. 
 
Disappointingly, there are fewer entries about pupils than we would 
have liked.   Head Teachers seem to have a habit of using phrases 
like "a Standard 3 boy was rescued from the lake after nearly 
drowning".   Perhaps this was an early indication of Data Protection 
& Personal Privacy !!   Happily, a few Head Teachers were not so 
reticent, so there are some interesting & entertaining entries from 
time to time. 
 
Description.   This field is limited to 100 characters, so it does not 
always use the exact wording from the original log.   To read this, 
you need to look at the original image file of the relevant page. 
 
Head Teachers.   Individual entries for Head Teachers are a spe-
cial case.   If they are shown by name (eg in staff lists) there will be 
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an entry for them.   However, quite often they refer to themselves in 
the 1st person - "I examined Standard 3 today".   These have not 
been included because, were we to have done so, the entries would 
be filled with inconsequential activities of no real use to a family 
researcher. 
 
To get a feel for the Head Teacher & their influence on the school, 
you need to read the school Log in its entirety. 
 
Images of the original pages.   All the transcribers did their work 
from photographed images of the school Log pages.   As a member 
of the Society, these are available to you, free of charge, through 
our Search Coordinator.   So, if you find an entry of particular inter-
est, or you want to see EXACTLY what was written for an event, 
you can E-Mail for a free copy of any set of pages - they come in 
sets of 20 pages.   Simply send details to search@cfhsweb.com 
listing :- 
 - School Name 
 - Page No. 
and the relevant set of pages will be sent to you as an E-Mail at-
tachment. 
 
This is a special concession that we have from the West Yorkshire 
Archive Service.   Any non-member purchasing a CD & wishing to 
see the image files needs to contact WYAS & they may be provid-
ed, for a fee. 
 
The Future. 
So, as you can see, much information can be obtained, in a number 
of ways, from this resource.   We hope that you find these notes 
helpful in getting the best from our latest work.   Our thanks are due 
to the Transcription Team who have worked to provide this infor-
mation. 
 
As you will read elsewhere in this issue of the Scrivener, we are 
starting our next project, which covers school admissions.    This 
will provide much more information on the pupils themselves, rather 
than the other people in the schools, so the 2 projects together give 
a well-rounded picture of school life in the 19th century – clearly very 
different from today’s seats of education, but, surprisingly, there are 
aspects that are remarkably similar – some things never change !!! 
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Post Bag  
Ann Bennet writes ... 
 
I have just had the latest YAHS newsletter from David Buck and 
think the following will be of interest to members. 
 
"I draw your attention to the recent launch of the Yorkshire Histori-
cal Dictionary at the Borthwick Institute of the University of 
York.  The initiative to prepare the dictionary for publication online 
and in hard copy came from the YAHS, with funding from the Marc 
Fitch Fund.  It is based on the life work of Dr George Redmonds, 
who sadly died last year, although not before he knew that his work 
would be made available in this way.  The dictionary is now online 
at https://yorkshiredictionary.york.ac.uk/.   
See also the brief BBC news item about the dictionary at:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-
46892232 ” 
 
Since publication of the last Scrivener, I have been contacted by a 
new member Christine Hopper and she is working with another 
owner at Rawtonstall to put together a history. I was delighted that I 
will be able to help them and that CFHS has been the medium of 
our making contact. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ann Bennet 
—————–————————————————————————- 
HELP NEEDED – BAIRSTOW – GARTH FAMILIES, YORKSHIRE 
  
 I HAVE APPRECIATED THE HELP THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO 
ME BY YOUR SOCIETY ALREADY, WITH RECORDS, AND NOW 
AM TRYING TO LOCATE DESCENDANTS OF THE FAMILY THAT 
MAY BE LEFT IN YORKSHIRE. 
  
ROBERT BAIRSTOW (1770-1832), son of Abraham /Susannah 
Bairstow (nee Robertshaw) married HANNAH BAIRSTOW (1766-
1822), daughter of Robert/ Nancy Bairstow  (nee Hirst). 
  
 They had issue - 
 Susannah 1791-1858 (John Barraclough) 
 Nancy 1795-1866 (George Coggin) 
 Abraham 1798-1846 (Hannah Woodhead) 
 Isaac 1802-1862 (Mary Cockroft) 
  * JACOB 1804-1839 (Sarah Garth) 
 Rachel 1807-1875 (James Haggis-Haggas) 

https://yorkshiredictionary.york.ac.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-46892232
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-46892232
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After the death of Hannah, Robert married Lydia Wright (maybe nee  
Stansfield) and she died in 1848 at Beggarington.  Robert lived at  
Brown House and was a trustee of the Amblerthorn New Connexion 
Chapel  built in 1806. 
 
In 1838 *Jacob Bairstow, a farmer from Black Carr, Thornton applied for 
free passage to South Australia. He and his wife Sarah, with their six 
children sailed on the "Thomas Harrison" along with Samuel and Martha 
(Field) Marshall and their family, John and Elizabeth (Sayers) Norman 
and their family and William Thornton, all from Northowram: arriving in 
Adelaide in February 1839. During the voyage 18 children died and 
among that number were 1 Norman, 2 Bairstow, and 2 Marshall  chil-
dren. 
 
William Thornton - a single man went on to America via Sydney. 
Jacob died on 1st June 1839 leaving Sarah, their three sons and one 
daughter in dire circumstances. Sarah showed great courage and said 
she would fare better in the new colony than at home. She went to work 
at the Adelaide Infirmary and her eldest sons, aged 11 and 9 took any 
work they could obtain. In 1841 she married again, to another immigrant, 
Francis Alleyn from Cornwall, whose wife and son had died soon after 
arrival. They took up land at Mount Barker Springs, South Australia. 
 
Sarah bore another four children and died "worn out by hard work" in 
1852 aged 46 years. 
 
The Bairstow family in Australia is now widespread. They worked hard,  
had many children, were staunch Christians, they were community-
minded pioneers in many remote areas, very musical and always stub-
born and determined in all aspects of their lives. Members of the family 
have excelled in sport, music and are working in many professions. 
  
I am in the process of writing a series of books on the family of Sarah 
and Jacob Bairstow, and as part of my research, I have been able to 
piece together information about the family left behind in Yorkshire. I 
have received some wonderful help from Mike Beecham in regard to 
records but now I am wondering if there may be descendants of this fam-
ily left in Yorkshire. The family married into families of Sladdin, Abbott, 
White, Woodhead, Farrer and Jowett to name but a few. 
 
If anyone is interested, or has information about this family  I would  
welcome contact with them. 
  
 Email - formtech10@ymail.com 

Kind regards from Down Under - Ruth Lewis. 

mailto:formtech10@ymail.com
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Hi Frances, 
Nice to see the cover photo (Church of St. John the Baptist, December 2018)- my hus-
bands GGG grandparents were married there on 18 Jun 1755! 
 
Sue Mann (Serials Librarian) 
The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of Canberra 

 

FAMILY BIBLE— The Wood Family of Skircoat 
 Hello, 
 I am emailing to ask if you know of anyone researching the WOOD family of Skircoat. 
 They were in the Skircoat area during the mid-19th century. 
 A page from a baptism register is attached showing some family baptisms. 
 We have recently come into the possession of the Family Bible from this family and we 
are very keen to get it to a current family member. 
Apparently someone called Jacqueline Ann Richardson of Blackfoot, Bingham, Idaho, 
USA is tracing this particular family although we have no contact details for her. 
 Is she perhaps one of your members? 
 We purchased the bible at a general auction and are willing to pass it on for what it cost 
us. 
 
 Your help and advice would be appreciated and we look forward to hearing from you. 
 Best wishes 
Brian and Marion <stars@starlight-nights.co.uk>      Bradford 

mailto:stars@starlight-nights.co.uk
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CFHS Member Survey Response  
( Is this what you would have told us?) 

 
Thank you for such a good response to our survey. 30% of mem-
bers responded with both email and ‘snail-mail’ being used. 
 
We received many positive comments and thanks, which are appre-
ciated by the Committee.  It is good to know we are getting some 
things right and you feel you are getting ‘value for money’! 
 
However, noting what has been said, the Committee hopes to act 
on matters raised, sometimes enlisting the help of members. 
 
Meantime here is a brief summary of some of the findings - other 
matters will be mentioned later. 
 
‘The Scrivener’ - 85% of responses were positive for articles involv-
ing personal research but the biggest response (95%) was for more 
articles on ‘General Calderdale History’. Perhaps you have 
knowledge of a specific area or aspect of Calderdale history and 
would share this with us in an article. 
 
Members also enjoy articles involving ‘Personal Research’ and 60% 
appreciate the summaries of talks. *NB to allay any concerns, talks 
are only summarised and shared with the speaker’s consent, never 
without. 
 
Internet - 75% of respondents would welcome regular updates on 
new genealogical material available on both commercial and other 
internet sites.  Is there a member anywhere, who perhaps sub-
scribes to FMP or Ancestry, and would undertake to send a regular 
summary for inclusion in The Scrivener?  
 
Interestingly 70% of respondents used a genealogical web-site and 
75% our own site, but only 25% social media. 
 
As you know, our own web-site is undergoing work and it is intend-
ed that the Forum section will be developed and become more user
-friendly. 
 
Some members were experiencing some difficulty accessing our 
site and finding some parts difficult to use. We have tried to contact 
you about this but if you still have queries or problems please get in 
touch with us giving full details (systems@cfhsweb.com) and we will 
endeavour to sort things out 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
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Publications – Both CDs and Downloads are well used by our 
members. We thank you for your suggestions re future projects and 
these will be considered by the Committee.  Watch this space! 
 
Thank you also for offers to help with transcription work. By building 
up the team we hope to bring more data into the public domain.  
Peter Lord will be contacting some people but if anyone else wish-
es to join (you simply need a computer, the internet, and spare time 
at your convenience) then let us know. 
 
General and local matters - Approximately 30% of local members 
attend our meetings and 60% of respondents appreciate the talk 
summaries (see above*). 
 
Research room usage is small but steady and following your com-
ments we would like to produce a list of what is available, to en-
courage more participation. 
 
There appears to be some interest in short trips so any suggestions 
will be welcomed. 
 
It is apparent that no matter how experienced we are, we can bene-
fit from help with ‘brick walls’ and more guidance for beginners 
would be a benefit. 
 
Your committee hopes, in due course, to respond to all feedback. 
We do appreciate it and hope, with your help, to further the work of 
the Society, keeping you informed through The Scrivener, Newslet-
ter and web-site. 
 
Margaret Smith. Secretary 
secretary@cfhsweb.com 
 

—————————————————————————————-- 

The benefits of Transcribing ! 
 

It's amazing what you can find when you transcribe local records.    
As you all know, we are currently transcribing the School logs for 
many of Calderdale's schools, and one of our transcribers had an 
amazing find. 
 

mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
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Some reminders about the Transcription Index on our website. 
 

More & more members are making use of the Transcription Index 
on the Society website www.cfhsweb.com    This can be reached 
from the menu bar item Research/Transcription Index. 
 
As a member, to get the best out of this, you need to have logged 
on to the Members’ Area using your username & password. 
 
The main benefit to members is that you can look through over 2m 
records from the projects that we have run over the years & when 
you find an item of interest, you can request the full details of that 
item, free of charge, from our Search Coordinator. 
 
The purpose of this item is to give you a bit more detail about some 
of the later entries on the index. 
 
Monumental Inscriptions. 
Most items on the index show both surname & forename of the per-
son involved.   However, for Monumental Inscriptions, the task of 
creating index entries for every individual would have been a mam-
moth task.   Unlike most other items, there can be many different 
names on one Monumental Inscription. 
 
Because of this, most of the Monumental Inscription entries show 
only the surname and the Record Details (how to get the full infor-
mation).   Here is an example of a request for all items for Joseph 
Clark :- 
 

Whilst he & his wife were going through the pages of the Cornholme 
Board School in Todmorden, for 1908, they came across a student 
teacher there.   Nothing surprising about that you may think, only 
that it was the same person who had taught our transcriber during 
her school days ! 
 
Not only that, but a bit further on, when there was a major health 
crisis of Scarlet Fever (a killer in those days), 2 of her aunts & an 
uncle were named as being whisked off to hospital with the disease. 
 
So some of the things we find are not as dull & mundane as we 

might imagine. 

http://www.cfhsweb.com
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However, you will see that, below the 1st 5 entries (all for Monumen-
tal Inscriptions) there are 2 more entries for Monumental Inscrip-
tions which DO HAVE forename, ages, abodes & dates.   This is 
because the source from which we transcribed the data concerned 
had already been indexed, so we were able to take advantage of 
this. 
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Because of the way in which we have written the programs in-
volved, as the request involved Monumental Inscriptions, then all 
“Clark” entries were shown, not just those for Joseph Clark. 
 
This may seem a little “overblown” but the end result is that you will 
get information that you have asked for, and also some that you 
haven’t – but it’s amazing how that bit extra can sometimes trigger a 
bit more research. 
 
School Logs. 
The project that is currently underway is the transcription of all 
named entries in School Logs kept by the head teacher for schools 
in Calderdale from the time of opening, up to 1918, the last date 
that we are allowed access to the records. 
 
This has resulted in, to date, over 100,000 individual records & we 
still have a third of the final stage to complete!!   To include all these 
names on the Transcription Index would have been overwhelming, 
so what we have done is to put just the earliest entry for anyone 
who appears in a school log.   However, a request for the full infor-
mation for any entry will result in you being sent detail about every 
entry in the log book for him or her, not just the 1st one – and that 
might be many a dozen. 
 
In addition, some people, notably School Inspectors & Medical Doc-
tors, crop up in more than one school (for Inspectors one person 
may visit a number of schools – watch out for Mr Pole !!).   There 
will be an entry for the earliest date that the person appears in each 
school. 
 
The final, extra, benefit that you get from this system, as a member, 
is that, once you have received the detailed transcription for 
someone’s name, you can read more about them by requesting the 
images of the pages on which that person appears.   The transcrip-
tion, of necessity, has had to be brief (we limit any description to 
100 characters) so it is well worthwhile asking for the images to 
read.   This is a special dispensation from West Yorkshire Archives, 
the providers of the original Log Books, because they are keen not 
to have all that detail out in the public arena, as they fear that it will 
reduce the number of visitors to their offices to do research. 
 
If you request some pages, then you will be sent a set of 20 pages 
in which the one you want is held.   Generally, someone like a 
teacher appears a multitude of times, so will probably be mentioned 
more than once in any set of 20 pages. 
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So, to summarise, this is what you can do to get the best out of the 
School Logs :- 
 
1. Using the Transcription Index, find someone of interest who 

appears In a School Log. 
2. Request a search by clicking on the “Record Details” link 

against the entry in question & then clicking on the button 
“Send Mail”. 

3. When you receive the list of entries for that person, if there 
are pages that you would like to read in more detail, send an 
E-Mail to search@cfhsweb.com giving :- 

• Name of the person of interest 

• School Name concerned 

• Page no(s) that you would like to see 
4. The Search Coordinator will send you one or more .pdf files 
 of 20 pages each for the ones you want to see. 
 
At the time of writing, we still have a number of School Logs to tran-
scribe, all in the western part of Calderdale.   But we are adding 
each school to the Transcription Index as soon as their logs have 
been completed.   We hope to complete by the middle of this year & 
generally manage to add around 5-6 logs each month.   Those add-
ed appear in the Monthly Newsletter. 
 
We hope that this gives you a better idea about what is available & 
how you can get hold of the information you want.   If you have any 

queries on any of this, feel free to E-Mail the Systems Coordinator, 
Peter Lord, at systems@cfhsweb.com  

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

Surname Location County Known Known Wanted Wanted 

   From To From To 

HEBBLETHWAITE SOUTHOWRAM/ HALIFAX WRY 1841 Now Start Now 

BINNS NORLAND WYK Start 1850   
BINNS SOWERBY WYK 1848 1900   
HELM RASTRICK WYK Start 1880   
HELM SOWERBY BRIDGE WYK 1850 1910   
STANSFIELD MYTHOLMROYD    1750 1820 

AKED HALIFAX WRY 1764 Now Start 1874 

IBBOTSON HALIFAX WRY 1714 1742 Start Now 

LISTER HALIFAX WRY 1768 1820 Start 1900 

KERSHAW RIPPONDEN WRY 1816 1850 1700 1900 

PRIESTLEY HALIFAX WRY 1843 Now Start 1843 

SUTCLIFFE ERRINGDEN YOR 1786 1786 Start 1820 

mailto:search@cfhsweb.com
mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
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MITCHELL ERRINGDEN YOR   1832 1837 

SUTCLIFFE TODMORDEN YOR 1820 Now 1786 Now 

CROWTHER TODMORDEN YOR 1801 Now Start Now 

BARKER TODMORDEN YOR 1801 1801 Start 1801 

WALKER CARLTON YOR 1808 1830 Start 1835 

OSBALDESTON TODMORDEN YOR 1867 1887 1867 1887 

WHEELHOUSE  HEBDEN BRIDGE YKS 1789 Now 1789 Now 

KERSHAW SOWERBY YKS 1791 1857 Start Now 

LUMB ELLAND WRY 1741 Now Start 1741 

TESTING2 BRIGHOUSE  2001 Now 1900 2000 

PRIESTLEY SOWERBY BRIDGE WRY 1778 Now Start 1778 

BOTTOMLEY  HALIFAX YKS 1775 1890 Start Now 

BRAITHWAITE  HALIFAX YKS 1830 1900 Start Now 

BROOK  HALIFAX/HUDDERSFIELD YKS 1800 1900 Start Now 

CARROLL  HALIFAX/DUBLIN YKS 1880 1920 Start Now 

CROOK  HALIFAX/COLNE YKS 1840 1880 Start Now 

NICHOLSON HALIFAX/HEPTONSTALL YKS 1750 1950 Start Now 

MCKENNA HALIFAX/IRELAND YKS 1840 1900 Start now 

BAIRSTOW YORKSHIRE YKS Start   1965 

GARTH YORKSHIRE YKS Start   1965 

PAWSON YORKSHIRE YKS Start   1965 

BARRACLOUGH YORKSIRE YKS Start   1965 

CONNOLLY OVENDEN AND NORTHOWRAM WRY  1920   
COHEN/COYNE HALFAX WRY  1920   
TOOLE HALIFAX WRY     
RADCLIFFE SOWERBY YOR 1750 1855 1700 1855 

WILSON HALIFAX/NORTHOWRAM/OVENDEN WRY 1805 1900 Start 1805 

KIDDLE HALIFAX/KINGS CROSS WRY 1882  Start  

CONSTANTINE NATIONWIDE      
SUTCLIFFE NORTHOWRAM WRY 1696 1928 Start  

SLINGER HALIFAX/BRADFORD WRY  1901 Start  

MCKAY HALIFAX/SOWERBY WRY 1780 1864 Start  

BINNS HALIFAX WRY 1781 1844 Start  

FITTON HALIFAX WRY 1829 1894 Start  

APPLEYARD WARLEY WRY 1700  Start  

TAYLOR NORTHOWRAM WRY 1805 1884 Start  

HOLDING BRADFORD WRY   Start  

WILKINSON BRADFORD WRY   Start  

GREENWOOD  WRY   Start  

ACKROYD  WRY  1800 Start  

TURNER  YKS  1722 Start  

EMSLEY FEWSTON YKS  1817 Start  

FROST ARNCLIFFE YKS  1799 Start  

SIDGEWICKE ARNCLIFFE YKS  1763 Start  

RUTTER BRADFORD WRY  1668 Start  

LEE SKIRCOAT WRY 1845 1845 Start 1875 

HEY HALIFAX WRY 1845 1845 Start 1875 
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Nathaniel Priestley 
By Mike Priestley 

 
The surname Priestley has its roots in the Halifax area of Yorkshire. Our 
particular branch moved to Bradford early in the 19 C., on to Huddersfield 
by the mid-19C., where they established a well-known photographic busi-
ness, and then to Wallasey on Merseyside, where the family firm contin-
ued until just before the Second World War. 
 
We can trace our male line back to Nathaniel Priestley. Nathaniel’s life is 
a bit of a mystery, however. It is believed that Nathaniel Priestley of Ov-
enden was born in 1741 but his birth certificate was never found. There 
has been much conjecture in the family in the past about the circumstanc-
es of his birth. A Nathaniel Priestley was baptised in Illingworth Church 
to a John Priestley on 18/10/1741. Another record shows a Nathaniel 
Priestley being baptised at St John the Baptist’s Parish Church, Halifax, 
also to a John Priestley, in October 1741. 
 
Nathaniel was described as a brazier, comber, vagabond and wanderer. 
He married Susannah Wadsworth of Ovenden at Halifax Parish Church 
[St John the Baptist] on 13/10/1763, aged twenty-three. He was the father 
of Jonathan Priestley [1778-1850].  
 
Elizabeth Priestley [d. 1945], daughter of the photographer, Sam Stans-
field Priestley [my great grandfather], and sister of Arthur Priestley [my 
grandfather, who died in 1940 and, therefore, neither of whom I ever 
met], wrote on 4th December 1940, “The ancestors of Nathaniel belonged 
to an old Yorkshire family and resided at a hall called White Windows 
near Halifax and if we could have proved descent, we should have been 
in a very good position, both socially and financially, but something went 
wrong in Nathaniel’s case and his birth certificate was never found. 
Whether he was illegitimate, or the victim of dishonest trustees, could not 
be proved, but he led a wandering vagabond life and died at the age of 
eighty-six.” 
 
Nathaniel died on 11th November 1828 and was buried at Bradford Parish 
Church. Other distant relations in modern times have tried to find out 
more about Nathaniel but without success. Folklore in the Priestley fami-
ly as expressed by Elizabeth, a fairly prim and proper spinster, herself 
perhaps, and brought up in the Victorian era, hinted in her brief discourse 
that Nathaniel had been cast out, probably because of illegitimacy, and 
she clearly implicated the incumbents of White Windows as being the 
most likely candidates able to produce the answer to the puzzle. Perhaps 
propriety prevented her making the case more starkly than she actually 
chose to.   
 
Naturally, any one wanting to bury uncomfortable truths 250 years ago 
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would be making it even more difficult for those now looking back all that 
way to find out any additional information. The incumbents at White Win-
dows in the late 18C. were the family of John Priestley.  John [b.1718] was 
a manufacturer of kerseys [course woollen cloth] who had made his fortune 
in London and returned to Halifax. He bought the White Windows estate 
from his cousin, also called Nathaniel Priestley, and built the current house 
in 1768, having married Susannah Holroyd in 1749. They had three chil-
dren - Joseph [b. 1750], the heir to White Windows, John [b. 1754] and 
Mary [b. 1756], who died in infancy. John died in 1792 and was buried at St 
Peter’s Church, Bradford, on 25th September in that year.  

 
John had clearly moved into the new house well after “our” Nathaniel had 
been disowned. The story in our family was that “Nathaniel knew he was a 

Priestley” [and he managed to keep his family name] but not much more 
than that. It may be that the head of the household was not culpable and 
that he was covering up for persons as yet unknown, which may have in-

cluded other family members or even his father. At present, it is guesswork, 
but an interesting tale, nevertheless.  

If anyone else has light to shed on the events of two and a half centuries 
and more ago, I would be pleased to hear from them.     

Mike Priestley 

WHITE WINDOWS 
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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2019 SUMMER MEETINGS ~ Thursdays 7:30pm.  
At The Maurice Jagger Centre,  Lister Street, Winding Road 
Halifax, HX1 1UZ 
 

NOTE THE NEW VENUE 
 
June 27th 
Jackie Depelle ~ Bermuda, Berlin, Brill :  
                             Two wars, Two wives -  the stage is set. 
The story tells of a research project to discover F E West, a British civilian 
who was born in London, died in Canterbury, Kent, and lived through the 
two World Wars.  
 
What were the reasons for international travel in a dilapidated train car-
riage, a ship of the Danish fleet and a luxurious airliner? From domestic 
service to civil service, stables to RHS gardens, good times and sad times, 
there are many unexpected connections in what was a far from ordinary 
life. 
 
July 25th 
David Glover ~ Prince John & the Girl from Halifax. 
The presentation details how a young girl from a terraced house in Halifax 
came to keep King George V’s youngest son company at Sandringham – 
a missing link from Stephen Poliakoff’s 2003 TV mini-series. Using genea-
logical and other records, David looks at a very ordinary Halifax family, 
which surprisingly became involved with the greatest in the land. 
 
The talk includes interesting Indian connections, many wonderful old pho-
tographs, and the intriguing mystery of the couple that married each other 
twice! 
 
August 22nd 
John Billingsley ~ Legends and Folk Tales of Calderdale 
Calderdale has a remarkable repertoire of folklore, especially place leg-
ends. So large is the wealth of legends and folk tales that John has al-
ready collected a sufficient number of stories to fill not one but two books* 
 
During his talk John will introduce some of these tales that map out our 
local landscape, and discuss their historical and social context – and why 
it is important to know our place! 
 
*Copies will be available for purchase during the evening. 
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View our website at www.cfhsweb.com 

 
and visit 

 
Calderdale Family History Society’s  

 
RESEARCH ROOM 

 
Brighouse Library 

Rydings Park, Halifax Rd., Brighouse, HD6 2AF 
 

Tuesdays 1:30pm to 4:30pm &Thursdays 10:00am to 1:00pm 
 

Open to both Members & Non-Members 
 

Facilities include :- 

• Searchable information on 4 computers. 

• Fiches for all Calderdale C of E churches. 

• 6 Internet terminals, with access to Ancestry.com 
  (Note—now increased from original 4 terminals) 

• Wide range of books, journals, cuttings, etc. 
 

For more information and bookings ring 07952-211986 during the hours 
given above. 

Huddersfield & District Family History Society 
 
If you have ancestors in the Kirklees area, which covers the towns of Hud-
dersfield, Dewsbury, Batley, Holmfirth and surrounding villages, then why not 
contact our Society for help and advice. 
 
We have a research room at the Root Cellar, 33A Greens End Road, 
Meltham, Holmfirth, HD9 5NW and we are open at the following times on 
these days: 
    Morning  Afternoon   
 Monday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Tuesday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Wednesday:      10 am to 12.30 pm  2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Thursday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm  
 Friday:       10.30 am to 1.00 pm 
 Saturday:     2 pm to 4.30 pm 

 
Our telephone number is 01484 859229 and details of all our activities and 
how to join can be found at www.hdfhs.org.uk.  You can also find us on Twit-
ter and Facebook by searching for ‘Huddersfield Family History Society’. 
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USEFUL  CONTACTS AND SOURCES 
FOR RESEARCHING WEST YORKSHIRE ANCESTORS 

 
West Yorkshire Archive Service ~ www.archives.wyjs.org.uk  (This can be a good 
place to start to access the West Yorkshire Archive Catalogue) 
 
Calderdale District Archives, (Registers, BTs, Census, etc. etc.) 
Calderdale Central Library, Square Road, Halifax HXI 1QG   
Tel: +44 (0) 1135 350 151 e-mail calderdale@wyjs.org.uk 
 
Calderdale Central Reference Library (address as above) Tel: +44 (0) 1422  392 630 
e-mail reference.library@calderdale.gov.uk (local studies collection, newspapers, maps, 
trade directories, IGI, GRO indexes, census and parish register fiche, on-line  Fami-
lysearch and Ancestry; research service offered).    
 
WYAS Headquarters, Newstead Road, Wakefield WFI 2DE (Registers, WRiding Regis-
try of Deeds, Manorial Records etc.) 
Tel: +44 (0) 1924 305 980  email : wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 
 
The Borthwick Institute ~ www.york.ac.uk/inst/bihr/ (Peculiar + PCY wills, BT's etc.) 
University of York, Heslington, YORK YO10 5DD  
Tel: +44 (0) 1904 321 166 email ~ link on website 
 
 
Weaver to Web ~ www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/ The council maintains a website  with a 
miscellany of information from the archives (a wide range of photos, maps, census re-
turns, parish registers, poll books, wills , etc., have been digitised to view online). 
 
Malcolm Bull’s Calderdale Companion ~ http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk 
(Large collection of trivia, miscellaneous facts of people and places and  other bits of local 
history about Halifax and Calderdale). 
 
All the Parish records transcribed by the Society are available to search (for a fee) on 
FindMyPast.co.uk (In addition there are many other records available to search) 
 
West Yorkshire Parish Registers have been put online (for a fee) by the West Yorkshire 
Archives Service which can be accessed on Ancestry.co.uk. (Again, many other useful 
records, for a fee) 
 
www.familysearch.org 
(Thousands of records for free including the IGI and  some census data).  LDS Family 
History Centres are invaluable for 'distance research'.  Check local telephone directories. 
 
The National Archives ~ www.nationalarchives.gov.uk (a wealth of data arising from 
public records, including BMD’s, census and much much more). 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  Tel: +44 (0) 208 876  
 
www.direct.gov.uk/gro is the website of the general register office for everything con-
cerning civil registration and to order certificates.  
 
Consider subscribing to a periodical such as Family Tree Magazine or BBC’s Who Do 
You Think You Are? Magazine. Online sites such as GenesReunited and LostCousins 
may help you find relatives researching the same family. 



Page 41 

LOCAL FAMILY HISTORY FAIRS etc 
Forthcoming Events of Interest :- 
 
The London Group of Yorkshire FHS.   

 
15 June 2019        Adele Emm 
                              Your Cotton and Wool Mill Ancestors 
21 Sept. 2019        John Hanson  
                               Web sites for Yorkshire research 
16 Nov. 2019         Tom Doig  
                              The Victorian Way of Death 
 
All meetings are held at the Society of Genealogists, 14, Charter-

house Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA, starting at 

10.30 a.m. (Doors open at 10.00 a.m.). Coffee and tea are provided 

before the meeting. The SoG is 5 minutes’ walk away from Barbi-

can Underground station. Everyone with an interest in Yorkshire 

family history is very welcome.  

 

You do not have to be a member of the SoG.  

 
The Federation of Family History Societies 

Federation of Family History Societies’ web site 

 www.ffhs.org.uk   

This site has a wealth of links to events & information of interest to 

family historians.   Find the EVENTS tab for a list of forthcoming 

events. 

 

 
FFHS Members - Cambridgeshire Archives Temporary Closure 
 
 Cambridgeshire Archives and Huntingdonshire Archives will close 
to the public on 1 December 2018 it has been announced. 
As Cambridgeshire Archives will be moving to a new location in Ely 
in 2019 this is to ensure that all the documents are prepared for 
moving.  They anticipate re-opening the Archives again in the Sum-
mer of 2019. 
 
For more information please see  
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-&-
culture/archives/latest-news-from-the-cambridgeshire-archives-
service/cambridgeshire-archives-moving-to-ely/  

https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
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Calderdale Family History Society  
Incorporating Halifax and District 

 
Officers and Co-ordinators of the Society 

 
Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail      Tel. No. 
 
President 
Mr. Barrie Crossley,  9, Victoria Terr., Delph Hill Road, Halifax, HX2 7ED 
                  e-mail - president@cfhsweb.com     01422-366931 
 
Chairman 
Mr. Clifford Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - chairman@cfhsweb.com     01484-714311 
    
Secretary 
Mrs. Margaret Smith,  4 Rawson Avenue, Halifax, HX3 0JP 
                       e-mail - secretary@cfhsweb.com     01422-345164 
 
Treasurer  
Mr. Peter Lord,  288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB  
  e-mail - treasurer@cfhsweb.com     01484-718576 
 
Membership Secretary 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ 
             e-mail - membsec@cfhsweb.com     01484-304426 
 
Publications Officer (sales of books, CDs, etc.) 
Mrs. Joan Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - publications@cfhsweb.com     01484-714311 
 
Editor ~ Scrivener    (for submission of articles, letters, etc.) 
Mrs. Frances Stubbs, Beech Trees, Hollybush Close, Potten End,  
                         Berkhamsted, HP4 2SN 
                       e-mail - editor@cfhsweb.com     01442-871847 
 
Editor ~ Newsletter & Facebook  
Pam Newby,    
                       e-mail - newsletter@cfhsweb.com  
 
Enquiry Service Co-ordinator (for research queries and search requests) 
Mrs. Susan Lord 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                       e-mail - search@cfhsweb.com     01484-718576 
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Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail      Tel. No. 
 

Research Room Co-ordinator (for information about room at The Rydings) 

Mr. Clifford Drake, 22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                       e-mail - researchroom@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
  

[RR Bookings and Information Tues pm/Thurs am 07952-211986] 

 

Projects Co-ordinator 

Mr. Peter Lord, 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                       e-mail - projects@cfhsweb.com   01484-718576 

 

Web Administrator 

Ian Knowles, 30, Victoria Chase, Bailiff Bridge, Brighouse, HD6 4DE 
  e-mail - webmaster@cfhsweb.com             01484 712236 
 
Strays Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Dorothy Hunt,  Springfield House, Whitehall Green, Halifax, HX2 9UQ 
                       e-mail - strays@cfhsweb.com 

 

Librarian 

Mrs. Anne Kirker,  3 Elmfield Terrace, Halifax, HX1 3EB .  
                       e-mail - librarian@cfhsweb.com             01422-365879          
 
Members’ Interests Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
                       e-mail - interests@cfhsweb.com  01484-304426  
 
 

The Society's Home Web Page on the Internet is 
http://www.cfhsweb.com 

 

mailto:webmaster@cfhsweb.com
http://www.cfhsweb.com/
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CHAPELRIES AND TOWNSHIPS OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF HALIFAX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   CHURCH/CHAPEL       Registers begin                                           BAP.  MAR.**  BUR. 
1.   COLEY   St. John     1735 1745 1734 
2.   CROSS STONE  St. Paul     1678 1837 1678 
3.   ELLAND   St. Mary**     1559 1559 1559 
4.   HALIFAX   St. James (inc St Mary Rhodes St  1953) 1832 1837 nk 
5.   HALIFAX   St. John**     1538 1538 1538 
6.   HARTSHEAD  St. Peter     1612 1612 1612 
7.   HEPTONSTALL  St. Thomas**     1599 1593 1599 
8.   ILLINGWORTH  St. Mary     1695 1697 1695 
9.   LIGHTCLIFFE  St. Matthew     1703 1704 1704  
10. LUDDENDEN  St. Mary     1653 1661 1653 
11. RASTRICK  St. Matthew     1719 1839 1798  
12. RIPPONDEN  St. Bartholomew    1684 1686 1684 
13. SCAMMONDEN  
       WITH MILLHEAD St. Bartholomew    1746 1886 1746 
14. SOUTHOWRAM  St. Anne     1813 1838 1818 
15. SOWERBY  St. Peter     1668 1711 1643 
16. SOWERBY BRIDGE Christ Church     1709 1730 1821 
17. STAINLAND  St. Andrew     1782 1844 1783 
18. TODMORDEN  St. Mary/Christ Church   1678 1669 1666 
 
**Following Hardwicke’s Marriages Act of 1754, Banns and Marriages will only be found in the registers 
of these churches. After 1837 they lost their monopoly of marriages. 



CALDERDALE FHS 
 

Publications & Services 
Current at June 2019 

 

Publications & Products. 
               Page No. 
1. All major C of E church BMDs on CD & Hept’stall Books  1/2 
2. A selection of Non-Conformists Registers    2 
3. Stoney Royd, Halifax—Burial Registers    2 
4. Monumental Inscriptions - CD, Books & Fiche   2/3 
5. Pre 1841 Census & 1851 Censuses on CD   3 
6. 1841 & 1851 Census-Fiche      4 
7. Calderdale School Log Books     4 * 
8. Other Publications       4 
 

Note : All CD products are also downloadable via www.genfair.co.uk at a price reduc-
tion of between 50p & £2.00 and with no P&P costs. 
 

Services. 
8. Searches        4 

9. Methods of Ordering       4 
10. Publication and Search Contact Addresses   4 

 

Items marked with an asterisk (*) are new since the previous list 
 

Prices quoted are for standard purchase—they may vary under certain condi-
tions.  (see “Methods of Ordering”) 

 

PARISH REGISTERS. 
All CDs for the Main Calderdale Churches contain Baptisms, Marriages &  
Burials & are indexed & searchable.  Other church CDs may not contain all types. 
 

All sets also available at reduced cost as downloadable files & no P&P 
 

Main Calderdale Churches—CDs & Downloadable Files 
 

St. John’s, Halifax BMDs Pre 1812 1754-1812 (Mar), 1767-1812 (Bap/Burs)         £10.00 
        Download Price £8.50 

St. John’s, Halifax BMDs Post 1812 1813-1837 (Mar) to 1861 (Bur)-1838 (Bap)   £10.00 
        Download Price £8.50 

St. Mary’s, Elland BMDs 1558-1838 (Marrs) to 1843 (Burs) to 1850 (Bap) Price    £12.00 
        Download Price  £10.50 

St. Thomas, Heptonstall BMDs Pre 1812 1594-1812 Baps, Marrs & Burs    £15.00 
        Download Price £13.00 

St. Thomas, Heptonstall BMDs Post 1812 To 1850 (Baps/Burs), to 1837 (Mars)   £8.00 
        Download Price £7.00 

 

 
 

Page P1 



Heptonstall St Thomas—BOOKS. 
 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. baptisms 1599 to 1812 (1837 for Cross Stone)     each £12.50 
Baptisms A to F      Baptisms G to J     Baptisms K to Stanc     Baptisms Stand to Y 

 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. marriages 1599 to 1837         each £12.50 
Marriages A to F    Marriages G to J    Marriages K to Stanc    Marriages Stand to Y 

 

St. Thomas Heptonstall. burials 1599 to 1812 (1837 for Cross Stone)     each £12.50 
Burials A to F        Burials G to J          Burials K to Sq          Burials St to Y 

 

Other Calderdale Churches—CDs & Downloadable Files 
All sets also available at reduced cost (£4.50) as downloadable files.& no P&P 

 

Coley St. John   1734-1902 (Bap), 1749-1753 (Mar) & 1734 -1902 (Bur)   £5.00 

Hebden Bridge, St. James 1833-1869 (Bap) & 1834 -2007 (Bur)       £5.00 

llingworth St. Mary   1650-1915 (Bap), 1697-1934 (Marr) & 1650-1942 (Bur)    £5.00 

Lightcliffe St. Matthew  1704-1900 (Bap), 1704-1746 (Marr), 1704-1931 (Bur)      £5.00 

Luddenden St. Mary  1653-1958 (Bap), 1661-1942 (Marr) & 1653-1933 (Bur)    £5.00 

Ripponden St. Bartholomew 1684-1985 (Bap), 1687-1935 (Marr),1684-1982(Bur)    £5.00 
Sowerby St Peter   1668-1982 (Bap), 1711-1935 (Marr) & 1643-1954 (Bur)    £5.00 

Sowerby Bridge Christ Ch. 1709-1905 (Bap), 1709-1753 (Marr) & 1821-1980 (Bur)   £5.00 

Other Calderdale Parishes (1)  includes the following churches                 £5.00 
  - Cragg Vale St John Bapts 1813 to 1912 Burs 1815 to 1867 
  - Halifax Holy Trinity Bapts 1832 to 1894 Burs 1798 to 1857 
  - Halifax St James Bapts 1832 to 1878 No Burials 
  - Stainland St Andrew Bapts 1782 to 1840  Burs 1785 to 1840 

East Calderdale Parishes includes the following churches                  £5.00 
  - Brighouse St Martin—Bapts 1831 to 1858 Burs 1831 to 1865 
  - Rastrick St Matthew—Bapts 1813 to 1865 Burs 1813 to 1869 
  - Southowram St Anne Bapts 1813 to 1851 Burs 1818 to 1854 

Non-Conformists Registers (1) includes the following chapels     £5.00 
 Cornholme Meths  -  Midgley Providence  -  Mixenden URC  -  Rishworth Roadside 
 Shelf Primitive Meths.  -  Shelf Witchfield  -  Todmorden Shore Baptists 

Northowram Heywood URC Baps 1744-1952, Marrs 1863-88, Burs 1822-2016, 
 Grave Book 1797-2016          £5.00 
 

Municipal Cemeteries—CD & Downloadable Files 
 

Stoney Royd Burial Register  1861 to 1960        Price £12.00 (Download £10.50) 

Rastrick Cemetery MIs           Price £5.00 (Download £4.50) 

Clifton Municipal Cemetery & St John’s         Price £5.00 (Download £4.50) 
 

MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 
 

CD– Set 1 - for MIs from 38 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £10.00 

CD– Set 2 - for MIs from 19 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £10.00 

CD– Set 3 - for MIs from 6 Halifax Graveyards    (indexed & searchable) 
 See list below for Graveyards included on this CD   Price £5.00 

CD- Set 4—for MIs, Burials & Grave Books from 21 Halifax Graveyards  
     (indexed & searchable)   See list below for Graveyards included on this CD Price £5.00 
All sets also available at reduced cost (£8.50/£4.50) as downloadable files & no P&P 
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Graveyards available showing which CD they appear on. 
 

 Graveyard      CD  Set  Graveyard       CD Set 
Barkisland Krumlin Meths  4 Blackley Baptist Church   1 
Booth U.R. Church    1 Boothtown, All Souls Church,   1 
Bradshaw, St John’s Church  1 Charlestown, Mount Olivet Baptist 2 
Claremount, St. Thomas’ Church 1 Copley, St. Stephen's Church  1 
Cragg Vale Methodist Chapel  1 Eastwood Congregational Chapel 2 
Elland Huddersfield Rd Wesleyans 4 Elland Providence Congs  4 
Greetland Lindwell Primitive Meths 4 Greetland Methodists   3 
Halifax All Saints, Salterhebble  2 Halifax Ebenezer Primitive Meths 4 
Halifax Pellon Lane Baptists  4 Hailfax Salem Meths New Connection 4 
Halifax Society of Friends (Quakers) 1 Halifax South Parade Wesleyans 4 
Halifax Square Chapel   3 Halifax Square Church   3 
Hebden Bridge, Cross Lanes Meth.       1 Hebden Bridge, Ebenezer Chapel 2 
Hebden Bridge, St. James’  1 Hipperholme Meths   4 
Holywell Green U.R. Church   1 Illingworth Moor Meths.   2 
Lightcliffe Mount Zion Congs  4 Luddenden Dean Methodists  2 
Luddenden Ebenezer   3 Luddenden Foot , Denholme U.M.  1 
Luddenden Foot, St Mary’s  1 Lumbutts United Free Methodist  2 
Mankinholes Wesleyan   2 Midgley, Providence Methodist   1 
Moor End Road U.R. Church  1 Mount Tabor Methodist Church  1 
Mytholmroyd, St. Michael's Church  1 Mytholmroyd, Wesleyan Chapel  1 
Norland, Mount Pleasant Chapel 2 Norland Prim. Meth. Chapel   1 
Northowram Heywood Ind  4 Ogden Mount Zion Methodist   1 
Ovenden, Nursery Lane Meth.   1 Peckett Well, Crimsworth Meth.  1 
Pellon, Christ Church   1 Queensbury Ambler Thorn Meths 4 
Queensbury Baptist   4 Queensbury Holy Trinity  4 
Queensbury Roundhill Meths  4 Queensbury Union Croft  4 
Rishworth Parrack Nook Ind  4 Rishworth Roadside Baptist  1 
Scammonden St Bartholomew  4 Shelf Primitive Methodists  3 
Shelf Witchfield Methodist  2 Southowram Methodist    2 
Southowram St. Anne   3 Sowerby, Boulderclough, Meths. 1 
Sowerby Mill Bank Wesleyans  4 Sowerby, Sowerby Green Congs. 1 
Sowerby, Rooley Lane Wes. Chapel  1 Sowerby, St. George's Church  1 
Sowerby, St. Mary’s Cotton Stones 1 S/Bridge, Bolton Brow Wes. Meths 1 
Sowerby Bridge, Christ Church  2 S/Bridge New Longley Prim Meths 2 
Sowerby, St. Peter’s Church  1 Sowerby, Steeps Lane Bap Chap 1 
Soyland, Ebenezer Methodist Church 1 Soyland, Stones Methodist Church 1 
Stainland, Providence Chapel  1 Stainland Wesleyan   4 
Todmorden, Christ Church  2 Todmorden, Cross Stones St Pauls 2 
Todmorden Lineholme Baptist  2 Todmorden Patmos New Connexion 2 
Todmorden Unitarian   2 Todmorden Unitarian Sunday Sch. 2 
Wainstalls, Mount Pleasant Meths 1 Warley, Butts Green Bap. Chapel 1 
Warley Congregational Church  4 Widdop, Blake Dean Bap Chapel  1 

 
 

CENSUSES 
 

Pre 1841 Census—(Heads of Household & head counts only) 
CD Pre-1841 Censuses (all surviving townships) - (Indexed & searchable)     £10.00 
 

1851 Census - (Now Reduced Price) 
CD 1851 Census 19 Halifax Townships (Indexed & Searchable)              £5.00 
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1841 & 1851 Census 
FICHE 
1841 Census    Todmorden (Head of Household only)         £1.00 
1851 Census   Hebden Bridge (full transcription & index)        £5.00 
1851 Census    Todmorden  (Head of Household only)         £2.00 

 

CALDERDALE SCHOOL LOG BOOKS 
        Also available at reduced cost (£4.50) as downloadable files.& no P&P 

CD1 - Calderdale East & South Schools—fully indexed & searchable        £5.00 

CD2 - Calderdale Central & North Schools—fully indexed & searchable              £5.00 

CD3—Calderdale West Schools—fully indexed & searchable                                   £5.00 * 
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 

Ancestral File Book—Blank pro-forma booklet to record history (available in UK only) £4.00 
Piece Hall 1778 Subscribers—list of all subscribers at the opening (download only) £2.00 
Greetland Undertakers—details of deceased customers of Ely Furness 1896-1927 £3.00 
 

SEARCHES 
 

The Society offers a number of search facilities, depending on what is required and how you 
wish it to be sent to you. These services are provided through our Search Coordinator and the 
details are given below. 
Searches from any of our publications—through Search Coordinator. 
 

The data available is from any item that appears on our publications list - £1.00 per name. 
(Free for Society Members when logged on as a member on the Society website) 

 

METHODS OF ORDERING. 
 

There are a number of  ways in which Publications and Services  can be ordered.  Relevant ad-
dresses are given at the foot of this page.   Where paying by cheque, they should be made payable 
to “Calderdale FHS” and not to any individual. 
 

BY POST. 
Publications.   From the Publications Officer.   For P&P add the following to the total price :  
 - UK  75p per book & CD and 50p per £10 fiche Order. 
 - Overseas £1.50 per book & CD and £1.00 per £10 fiche Order. 
 - Ancestral Files (UK Only) - £1.25 per 1 or 2 booklets 
 

Searches. 
From the Search Co-ordinator.   For orders requiring the results on paper, for Postage & Packing 
please send a Stamped & Addressed Envelope with your order. 
 

BY INTERNET. 
Via Genfair at www.genfair.co.uk   All products & services are available via this by Credit Card 
via a secure connection.  CDs carry VAT at 20% for orders within the EU. 
Downloadable files do not carry VAT, are at a reduced price from their CD equivalent & have no 
P&P costs.—not available to Non-UK EU countries. 
 

PUBLICATION & SEARCH CONTACT ADDRESSES. 
 

Publications Officer    Search Coordinator 
Joan Drake,     Susan Lord, 
CFHS Publications Officer,   CFHS Enquiry Coordinator, 
22, Well Grove,  Hove Edge,   288, Halifax Road, Hove Edge, 
BRIGHOUSE     BRIGHOUSE 
West Yorkshire,  HD6 2LT   West Yorkshire. HD6 2PB 
E-Mail : publications@cfhsweb.co.uk  E-Mail : search@cfhsweb.co.uk 

 

Published by Calderdale Family History Society— 2019 
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