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About Our Society 

 
Our society welcomes all those with an interest in family history. At our 
monthly meetings we have a varied and balanced programme of talks by 
authoritative speakers.  The meetings are normally held on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month (excluding August and December). Even if you 
have no genealogical interests in Hillingdon, there is likely to be a subject 
of interest. Visitors are welcome at the monthly meetings (entrance 
£1.00) and may attend twice before being required to join. Doors open 
7.30pm. 
 

The research room is open at each monthly meeting and in addition every 
Friday morning (10.00am to 1.00pm) except the Friday before the first 
Saturday of the month when it is open on the Saturday (10.00am to 
1.00pm). Here we have five computers available and you can consult a 
growing collection of source material including census records, parish 
records and trade directories on microfiche, CD-ROMs, on-line and in 
print. Help is freely available and visitors are always welcome at a charge 
of £2 (members £1). There is no additional charge on the monthly 
meeting dates. 
 

The quarterly journal, which is circulated to many other societies, is a 
good place in which to advertise your surname interests. Joy Higgs, our 
Projects Co-ordinator, is always looking for volunteers to help with 
sorting, indexing and transcribing our many different projects to conserve 
and extend genealogical knowledge. Members can borrow freely from 
our library which has a substantial collection of books, pamphlets and a 
large number of journals from other family history societies in Britain and 
overseas. The bookstall carries a wide ranging stock of finding aids and 
background material to assist you in your research.  
 

Our website www.hfhs.co.uk lists the research room and monthly 
meeting dates all of which take place at:  

 

Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

 

The annual membership is £12 (U.K. individual), £16 (U.K. joint if at 
same address), £12 (Europe, individual), £14 (Rest of the World 
individual). N.B. For overseas members if the journal is emailed in pdf 
format then the Europe and Rest of the World rates are reduced to £10.     
 

For further details contact: Mrs. Pat Reynolds (Membership Secretary), 
20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, Middx. UB7 8LR – Tel. 01895 444442.
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
 
At the end of July I spent a few days in the North Yorkshire dales.  This 
is a fascinating part of the country: the scenery is spectacular, juxtaposing 
rural order with wild uplands; the ruined monastic houses still 
inspirational in their desolation; the gardens open to the public a balm to 
the eye (and being in the North displaying flowers we last saw a month 
ago).  If you haven't taken the time to visit, I strongly recommend it. 
 
One of the places I visited was Ripley Castle, just outside Ripon.  This is 
the home of the Ingilby family: in fact it has been the home of the 
Ingilby's for over 700 years. The current incumbent is Sir Thomas 
Ingilby, Bart. and given that he has five children I guess the Ingilby's will 
be there for a while to come! 
 
The gardens are wonderful and the guided tour of some of the rooms of 
the castle fascinating. However, what caught my attention was the 
peculiarity of the guidebook and the history of the family itself.  Unlike 
most country house guidebooks, which focus on the house, Ripley 
Castle's focuses on the family. It is 58 pages long, of which the house and 
gardens only feature on 22 pages. The rest is the history of the family, 
including a four page drop line family tree tracing the family from circa 
1300 to the present day. 
 
I won't bore you with the adventures (and misadventures) of the family - 
go visit yourself - but one feature struck me as particularly odd from a 
family history perspective. Sir John Ingilby, 4th Baronet (1709-1772) 
never married but had a mistress, Mrs. Anne Wright, otherwise Wilkes, 
widow of Tichfield Street, Marylebone.  With this lady he had two sons, 
John and Henry. 
 
At some point about 1750, Sir John decided to ‘regularise’ matters and 
apparently had an Act of Parliament passed which legitimised his 
illegitimate sons and ensured that they inherited the family estates and the 
arms of the Ingilby's.  They also were created baronets in the second and 
third creation.  The current family is descended from the younger of the 
two brothers. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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It is almost certainly something that will not be an issue for most of us 
researching our family trees. However, the idea that an Act of Parliament 
could be used to legitimise the illegitimate and to ensure hereditary 
descent (including arms - the College of Arms was tangled up in this 
somewhere!) is really quite peculiar.   
 
The aristocracy may have their own rules but here is another conundrum: 
Baronets may be hereditary peers but they don't sit in the Lords.  Sir John 
could not therefore use a position in the Lords to introduce what I 
presume was a private members bill, to be pushed through on the nod.  
He must have had backing in the Commons or the Lords for what is on 
the surface an odd bit of legislation. 
 
When I have a moment I will dig a bit deeper on what actually happened; 
but it seems to me that it is a curious quirk that Parliament could 
intervene in this way.  I wonder what other examples are out there. 
 
Anyway, that is a little gleaning from the far North of England.  I hope 
you had a good summer and we look forward to seeing as many of you at 
possible at our autumn meetings (details included elsewhere in the 
magazine). 
 
                                                                                                    Ian Harvey 
 

 
 
 
 

OBITUARY 
 
For members who do not already know we have some sad news; 
Alan Richins (R26) passed away (21st May) in hospital following a stroke 
while on holiday on the Isle of Wight. Alan had been a member since 
2001, was a regular at our meetings and always had a smile and a cheerful 
word. 
 
We offer our condolences to Hilary and the family. 
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 
 

A thought has just occurred to us; the members that receive the journal in 
pdf (electronic format) not only make a saving on their subscriptions 
BUT they also have the advantage of seeing the pictures in colour, except 
of course those that only exist in monochrome. 

 
Some interesting suggestions gleaned from the Lost Cousins newsletter 
(21st May 2011); 
 

Findmypast have at last released their fully transcribed GRO death 
indexes 1837-2006, complementing the indexes of British overseas deaths 
1818-2005, British deaths at sea 1854-1890, and British armed forces 
deaths 1796-2005. It's now possible to search all of these death indexes 
with a single search which saves time.  
 

The National Archives has recently added a podcast facility that will help 
you trace your agricultural labourer ancestors. The talk covers resources 
available in The National Archives, parish and county records, and 
manor, estate and farm sources. Visit: 
 

http://nationalarchives.gov.uk/podcasts/agricultural-labourers.htm 
 

Another useful site, provided by British History Online, has transcriptions 
of Hearth Tax returns covering London, Westminster, and Middlesex - 
and they are free! Visit: 
 

http://british-history.ac.uk/catalogue.aspx?gid=54   
 

The Hearth Tax was introduced by Charles II in 1662 and continued until 
1689 - but did you know that there is a Centre for Hearth Tax Research, 
based at Roehampton University?  
 

Visit their website;  http://www.hearthtax.org.uk/ 
 

Here you will find downloadable surname indexes and/or transcripts for 
Kent (1664), Surrey (1664), County Durham (1666), and the West Riding 
of Yorkshire (1672). If your research in those counties has reached, or is 
approaching the 17th century then it is well worth checking their indexes 
for your ancestors. 

 
 

The deadline for the December journal is the 3rd October so please send 
your items on or before that date, thank you. 
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MAKE YOUR MARK AGAIN 
 
 

Having made my mark in the last edition by putting finger to keyboard, it 
wasn’t long after the June edition went to print that I found some 
interesting parish records that add some facts to augment the speculation 
in my article.  
 

I was trying to track down the marriage record of an ancestor who had his 
son baptized in St. John the Baptist Church, Hillingdon. I decided to trawl 
through the Ancestry parish record images around the date that I 
estimated the marriage took place. I did not find it, but as I searched I 
came across the following images from the 1794 marriage entries. 
 

In the first example the bride, groom and both witnesses signed using 
their marks. In each case it is clear that they have not used the letter ‘X’ 
but instead the mark is in the form of a Christian cross i.e. ‘�’ . 

 

In the next case Moses Yeates, the groom, has scrawled a line from his 
first name that stretches over his surname and on to the end of the form. 
His bride only seems to have managed a short line joining her two names. 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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In the case above the ‘upright’  cross is starting to rotate towards the ‘X’  
form that eventually became the norm.  
 

A most interesting feature in the next example is the bride’ s mark. Whilst 
her groom has managed the ‘X’  configuration, she has made a shape 
which could be a tipped over ‘S’  or an incomplete attempt at ‘M’ , this 
being her first name initial, or of course it could just be a squiggle 
 

 

 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
 
 



 7                                                         

The final example, above, has a mixture of ‘X’  and ‘�’ . The first witness 
seems to have decided to make sure that no-one was going to mistake his 
mark for somebody else’ s signature.  
 

In the first programme of the latest ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ series 
(June Brown) mention was made that in the Netherlands those who could 
not write signed with a circle. They refused to use the ‘�’  as a protest 
against persecution by the ‘Roman Christian’  Spanish. These are only 
‘idle thoughts of an idle fellow’  but the use of ‘X’  must have started 
somehow — any more thoughts anyone? 
 
                                                                                               Alan Rowland 
   
 
 

DISTURBANCES IN HAYES 
 
 

According to accounts appearing in the parish burial registers of St. 
Mary's Hayes the Reverend Charles Manning, the vicar in the mid 18th 
century, appears to have had a series of contentious encounters with 
members of his congregation and others. The first intimation that all was 
not well appeared in the entry for 20th November 1749 which stated that; 
 

‘Shackler, the bricklayer of Hillingdon made a vaulted grave in the 
Church Yard by the Justice's Order without acquainting me the minister 
of it.’ 
 

The vicar had a much bigger problem however with the church choir. On 
the 11th February 1749 he reported that;  
 

‘The Company of Singers by the Consent of the Ordinary were forbidden 
to sing anymore by the Minister on account of their frequent ill behaviour 
in the Chancel and their ordering a carpenter to pull down part of the 
Belfry in order to erect a gallery without leave from the Minister & 
Churchwardens’. 
 

The singers did not take this prohibition without dissent for on the 18th 
March following, there is an entry which reads;  
 

‘The Clerk gave out the 100th Psalm ye singers immediately opposed him 
and sung the 15th and bred a Disturbance. The Clerk then ceased.’  
 

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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By the 18th May 1751 the singers had capitulated; a report says that; 
 
‘The Company of Singers by consent broke up and left off singing since 
which at the desire of the Ordinary and others of the Parish we shall 
continue singing in the old accustomed manner’ .  
 
However the singers had one last tilt at the vicar. On 10th June;  
 
‘The Singers again disturbed the Clerk in his singing, as soon as he had 
given out the 10th, they sung the 1st and a great confusion there was in the 
Church afterwards but I hope it will be the last time because one of the 
churchwardens interposed in it’.  
 
This was indeed the last time that the singers caused a problem but it was 
not the end of the Minister's battle to impose his moral will on the 
parishioners of Hayes. Having dealt with the singers the next disaffected 
group that the vicar had to contend with were the bell ringers. On 5th 
November 1751 he noted that; 
 
 ‘I attended a pretty large congregation but from the time I began Prayers 
to almost the end of y Sermon, the Ringers and other Inhabitants with 
John Millard & Nathan Brown & John Weston Constable & William 
Blackall ceas'd not to disturb us by ringing the bells & other Noises and 
spitting from y Belfry upon the Peoples' Heads as they sit in their Pews. 
One of y Parish Officers being present. And yet no Notice taken of such 
scandalous Behaviour no more than there was no Magistrate or Officers 
in the Parish’.  
 
He concluded by noting that Henry Turner and Richard Tilly were 
Churchwardens and that Willm Knight and Christr Fly were Overseers.  
 
There is further evidence of factional disputes within the church for on 
27th March 1754, he wrote; 
 
‘This afternoon after Sermon James Woods Churchwarden came to the 
church and ordered the Belfry door to be broken open to let the Ringers 
from Acton ring contrary to y Canon and my leave and this riot was two 
days after the Churchwardens bought a lock and had it put on to the 
belfry door on purpose to prevent ringing on Sundays’.  
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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One of the ‘dissenters’  mentioned in connection with the singers got 
another entry on 10th April 1751; 
 

‘This Wednesday in the evening William Blackall came into y church 
while the Psalm was singing with a pipe in his mouth and a Pot of Beer in 
his hand and stayed till y Sermon was ended in his own Pew, behaving 
the whole time too indecently to mention.’ 
 

Just what this further transgression was we are left to wonder at — 
particularly as the Vicar could not bring himself to include it in his 
record. 

 
St. Mary’s Church, 1798 (From ‘Hayes Past’ by Catherine Kelter) 

 

Our vicar's crusade did not stop at the church gates. On another occasion 
he noted that ‘Robert Russel at the Cock goes on drawing and selling 
spirituous liquor without a Licence from the Magistrate’. 
 

All this provides a fascinating insight into parish life and shows that 
infighting, feuds and quarrels are nothing new. The Reverend Manning 
does seem very sure of his virtuous superiority but then again many of his 
parishioners do seem to have acted in a quite uncalled for manner. 
 

I do not know whether he moved to another parish after his tenure in 
Hayes, so perhaps there are more stories to be found about him. 
                                                                                                 John Symons 
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OCCUPATIONS 
 

 
One of the most interesting aspects of family history is to discover our 
ancestors’  occupations and I hope, with your help, we can have a new 
series that will reveal members discoveries within their family researches. 
 
I will begin with my wife's paternal line. Two of her great-great 
grandfathers were mariners in the eighteenth century and in the 
nineteenth her great-grandfather was a master mariner. Three of his sons 
who reached adulthood were sailors but although he sailed as a boy her 
grandfather eventually became a cabinet maker. Her father and two of his 
brothers went to sea, one of them losing his life in the Second World 
War. Two of their sons went into the Post Office. Finally, she had 3 
brothers, 2 became sailors and the other one entered the Post Office. 
None of her family’ s present generation are professional seamen. Her 
maternal line is not so well researched, but I can say that she has 
ancestors who were cordwainers, hatters, tailors, policemen and 
coalminers. There were also regular soldiers, one of whom fought at 
Waterloo. 
 
My father's ancestors were all farmers until my grandfather broke the 
chain and became a doctor. His son, my father, trained at Guy's as a 
dental surgeon, but although I had nine siblings only one entered the 
world of medicine when she became a sister at Guy's and then a Nursing 
Sister in the RAF. Amongst my brothers were a Master Mariner and a 
newspaper Managing Editor and one sister was a film editor and what of 
me? – I was a Trade Union Officer. 
 

So these are my ‘discovered occupations’ . Now let us have yours! 
 

                                                                                                 Tom Morgan 
 
 
 

TRANSCRIBED RECORDS 
 
We have transcribed the baptism records of St. Martin’ s Church West 
Drayton for the period 1571 to 1977. These may now be viewed in the 
Research Room. 
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1874 POST OFFICE DIRECTORY � UXBRIDGE 
 
From the web site http://www.historicaldirectories.org/hd/index.asp 
we reproduce how Uxbridge was viewed in 1874. 

                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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If you have not visited this very useful site please do so as you will find 
both Post Office and Kelly directories for various decades and locations. 
The images are free to view and you can even save the images by right 
clicking on the image and selecting ‘Save picture as… .’ .   
 
Entries can also be found of commercial enterprises and private 
individuals together with their addresses. 
 
                                                                                                 Alan Rowland 
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H.F.H.S. MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTION CD ROMS 
 
 
Our secretary, Gill May, received the following email from a very 
satisfied customer who purchased our Monumental Inscriptions CD for St 
Mary’ s, Harefield :  
 
Gill 
Thank you for your email in response to my inquiry regarding purchasing 
a CD. I did arrange the purchase through the Parish Chest and you 
subsequently sent the CD to me. The CD arrived quickly and in excellent 
condition. It was very well packaged.  
The information in the CD was very helpful for adding to my family tree 
and seeing the inscriptions on the grave markers of my close relatives.  
I can see that a great deal of effort went into compiling and producing the 
CD.  I am so grateful that your society developed this product. 
Jane Ryder 
 
This shows how good it is that we record the MI's and how useful they 
have been to this lady who lives in Ottawa, Canada. 
 
 
 

 THE DIAMOND JUBILEE PROJECT 
 
 
Next year, 2012, will not just be remembered for the London Olympics. It 
will also be the Diamond Anniversary of the Queen’ s accession to the 
throne in 1952. 
 
To mark this we plan to run a feature in our Journals next year about the 
changes we have seen in our family and social life since 1952. We would 
like to invite our members who were alive then to contribute any of the 
following: 
 

• Stories about yourself or your own family in about 1952, for 
example what you and your parents were doing, where were they 
living, etc. We would particularly like to hear from anyone residing 
in our area at the time. By all means include the Coronation in 
1953 as, speaking personally, this remains one of my first 
memories. 

                                                                                                                       (contd.) 
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• Photographs from the time if possible showing family members, 
dress and/or local places. It would be ideal if you are able to scan 
these electronically to preserve the originals, but do not worry if 
you are not able to do this as we will be able to arrange. 

 
• Any documents, publications, mementoes or other objects from the 

era. Again in the first instance please provide copies, photos or 
scans. We might like to see the originals later. 

 
• Anything else you consider relevant! 

 
The plan is to publish a collection of these in the journals next year. It is 
also possible that we will mount a display of these in the Society but 
possibly also in local libraries, but only if you give us permission to use 
the material in this way. 
 
We will need to receive any contributions by 31 January 2012. Please 
email to us at hillingdonfhs@onetel.com or by post to me at 11 Wye 
Close, Ruislip, Middx HA4 7RQ. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
                                                                                                 John Symons 
 
 
 

THE BARTHRAMS AND THE MILLENS � A MYSTERY? 
 
 
We recently received the following article which again raises the problem 
for researchers —  when children are born to unmarried parents which 
surname do they take? 
 
‘It can be quite a shock when a complete stranger emails you from 
Australia to ask if you know that you are using the wrong surname. This 
is the story: 
 
James BARTHRAM was born in Marylebone to John and Mary in 
1796.His father was a coachman. James became a bricklayer. Lydia 
MILLEN was born in Kent in 1798 to John and Ann. Her father was a 
farmer. 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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I don’ t know how James BARTHRAM and Lydia MILLEN met but in 
1820 they had a son. He was baptised James BARTHRAM in Rotherhithe 
in 1821. A second son was born in 1832. He was baptised John Thomas 
BARTHRAM in Newington, Surrey in 1833. There was also a daughter 
Emma but she appears to have died in infancy. 
 
In 1838 James BARTHRAM and Lydia MILLEN, recorded as bachelor 
and spinster, finally got around to getting married in St Giles in 
Bloomsbury by which time their eldest son James was 18 and their 
youngest John Thomas was 6. 
 
In 1841 when he was 21 their son James, the bricklayer, got married to 
Ann WOODCOCK in Newington. His marriage certificate gives his 
name as James MILLEN but it also says that his father is James 
BARTHRAM, bricklayer. In 1850 poor Ann died of malnutrition and 
peritonitis. Her death certificate also says that she was Ann BARTRAM 
aged 32, wife of James MILLEN BARTRAM. To date I haven’ t found 
any children from this marriage. Three months later her father-in law 
James BARTHRAM died of a stroke aged 52 and Lydia BARTHRAM 
(recorded as BARTRUM) got married again in 1854 to a James Hughes 
and moved back to Kent. 
 
In 1851 the younger son John Thomas BARTHRAM (who is my 
ancestor) married Ellen SHEFFIELD. He too was a bricklayer and they 
moved in next door to Ellen’ s family in Newington, London. Three 
months later his widowed brother James married Ellen’ s sister Harriet 
SHEFFIELD. His name on the marriage certificate is James MILLEN but 
this time his father’ s name is left blank! 
 
So when James and Harriet had their 7 children they all had the surname 
MILLEN whereas his brother (my ancestor), John Thomas, continued to 
use the name BARTHRAM. 
 
Just to add to the confusion, each time a census was taken James 
MILLEN put down his family as BARTHRAMs! 
 
He died in 1879 aged 59 as James MILLEN and all his descendants are 
MILLENs. The husband of the lady in Australia is descended from James 
MILLEN and she thought that we should all be using the name MILLEN.  
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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It was only when I found the marriage in 1838 that I was able to say that 
James and Lydia were married so it looks to me like it’ s the MILLENs 
who are using the wrong name. Maybe James found out he had a different 
father to John Thomas? We may never know’ . 
 
                                                       Janet O’Brien (née Barthram, I think!) 
 
 
Further thoughts — the children of James BARTHRAM and Lydia were 
born before they were married, James (1820) and John (1832). (Baptism 
records infer that the parents were married and both children were 
baptized as BARTHRAMs).  

 

 
If their marriage in 1838 is true then they were not married when the 
children were born. 
 
 James (jnr) was eighteen years old in 1838 when his parents married 
and would have been aware of the situation. He may have decided use his 
mother’ s maiden name but John being only five or six years old may not 
have been aware of what was going on and therefore used his baptized 
name  i.e. BARTHRAM for the rest of his life. 
 
So it would seem that both James and John’ s descendants are correct in 
using the surname handed down to them and it is a case of paying your 
money and making your choice. Certainly in this country anybody can 
call themselves anything they like PROVIDING that they are not doing so 
to commit fraud and other crimes.  
                                                                                                            Editor 
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ALWAYS CHECK YOUR RESULTS! 
 
 
In an idle moment I decided to search for references to my ancestor John 
DOUGLAS and his hostelry, the Hercules Pillars, on the London Lives 
web site, mentioned in the March 2011 edition (page 28). Although the 
site is fascinating I did not expect to actually find anything —  but I did! 
Both were there and in the most unlikely places. 
 
The site covers the lives of plebeian Londoners between 1690 and 1800 
and it revealed that the Hercules Pillars Inn was a venue for Coroners 
inquests during the period when John DOUGLAS was the landlord. There 
was also a reference to the Inn in a witness statement at a trial at the Old 
Bailey in 1774. 
 
After John died it was still named as a venue into the mid 1700s; 
curiously although the rating records for the premises were in his wife's 
name the listing still carried John’ s name for some time after his death. 
 
On one of the Coroner's inquest pages was the original script of an 
inquest held on 21st April 1762 and the record of the proceedings were 
signed by Thomas Prickard the Coroner and Jno. DOUGLAS, the 
Foreman of the jury. What a find! 
 
Could this possibly be my John? I knew of other members of the 
DOUGLAS family, including many Johns, in London at that time. Indeed 
another John DOUGLAS's apparent signature was written on a script 
record in the Old Bailey sessions of 1732. This involved a summons for 
alleged assault served on John and Mary DOUGLAS but closer scrutiny 
of the ‘signatures’  seemed to prove they were simply the clerk's writing 
down of the names and not their actual signatures (so not my man). 
 
Returning to the Foreman’ s signature I needed to make a direct 
comparison with an authenticated signature of my John. I knew that he 
had married by licence which also required a bond and that his signature 
would be on both the allegation and the bond. The Inn lease document 
gave his name but no signature so these documents were the only hope of 
seeing his genuine signature. The only course of action therefore was to 
find the licence and bond documents. 
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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In this I was successful for I found both records on microfilm at the 
London Metropolitan Archives and I obtained photo copies. My euphoria 
was immediately crushed when I realised that the signatures on the 
marriage douments differed greatly from that on the Coroner's report (See 
below). 

 
                  Inquest report                                     Allegation and Licence 

 

There is such a marked difference that Jno. DOUGLAS cannot be my 
man particularly as my John spells his surname with a double‘s’ .  
 

This little exercise shows just how important it is to verify ones findings, 
in this case it would have been so easy to have accepted the first signature 
I found. This would have lead to quite wrong conclusions not only for me 
but for all the current descendants who might see my research. 
 

A bit of a let down but at least I have the genuine signatures to add to the 
family history. The moral of this exercise is that in your research take                 
nothing at face value and always check its authenticity. Keep repeating 
this mantra and you won't go far wrong! 

                                                                                         John Bridger 
      

  ***************** 
JOURNAL DEADLINE DATES for articles etc. 

     
     JOURNAL                                                                        DATE  
 
 DECEMBER 2011………………………… 3rd October 2011  
 MARCH 2012…………………………….. 30th January 2012  
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MOTOR SHOW 2011 � UXBRIDGE 
 
 
Four of us – Gill May, Joy Higgs, Pat Reynolds and Val Fitch – braved 
the elements at a wet and windy Auto Show.  Despite the rain we had a 
good number of visitors to our stall, some expressed an interest in the 
Society but what was most encouraging was that several showed an 
interest in attending the Research Room.   
 
We also sold many of the novels kindly donated by members so thank 
you all very much for your help.   
  
Disaster nearly struck at the end of the day when the strong wind whipped 
under the gazebo threatening to blow it away. This made it necessary for 
two of us to hold the support poles whilst the others tried to pack 
everything away as quickly as possible. 
 

                                                                                                        
                                                                                                       Gill May 
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NOT WHAT IT SEEMED! 
 
 
Have you come across references to your ancestors that gave you a hope 
of them being more elevated in society than you thought? 
 
We are amateur genealogists and for us there is very little to compare 
with the disappointment or elation on discovering an unknown fact. 
Usually such facts are discovered from census returns and the various 
certificates we all collect covering births, marriages and deaths, but 
sometimes it comes to light from other sources.  
 
This happened to me in the following manner. I had all the usual 
information about my 3 x great-grandfather John BRIDGER and I knew 
that when he married Sarah STAKER in 1802 he was described as a 
‘yeoman’  which was not surprising since I knew my ancestors came from 
the west Sussex area and worked in farming.  
 
One of his sons, Francis, was also engaged in working on the land and 
became a gardener at Sketty Hall in Swansea but it is Francis’  death 
notice (South Wales newspaper, the Cambrian, issue of 28th November 
1879) that prompted this piece. When I saw it I was quite surprised and 
hopeful that something special might be revealed. The notice read ‘ 
November 24  Francis Staker BRIDGER, Swansea, aged 73, son of late 
John BRIDGER, Aldwick House, Pagham, Sussex’ . It was the reference to 
Aldwick House in Pagham which set me wondering if I had an ancestor 
who might be a member of the gentry. 
 
Full of anticipation I wrote to the West Sussex Archivist with all I had 
found.  Disappointment followed however when the archivist was unable 
to find a reference to his name in any records they held for Aldwick 
House either as tenant or owner. So why did the newspaper notice have a 
reference to Aldwick House?  
 
Strangely I found a similar situation surrounding the registration of the 
birth of Francis' son in 1838. The birth address is given as Sketty Hall, 
father’ s occupation as estate gardener and probably living in estate 
accommodation.  
 
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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If this holds good in this case could not the same apply at Aldwick House 
where John, no longer a yeoman, was in fact employed as an estate 
worker and living in estate accommodation!  This is the most likely 
explanation so it just proves, once again, that disappointing though it may 
be records may not always be what they seem. 
 
Here follows the life journey of Francis BRIDGER (1807 – 1879); 
 
Francis was born in Pagham, West Sussex in 1807, presumably the son of 
a gardener, so it was not a surprise to find that he followed the same 
trade. 
 
Presumably in 1836 he was working in the Swansea area, a far cry from 
Sussex and the rest of his family, because it is there that he married a 
Swansea girl Mary MORGAN. A more definite location is given on the 
birth certificate of their first son, John Francis. This showed that the child 
was born at an address given as Sketty Hall, Swansea and gave the 
father’ s occupation as gardener. Sketty Hall can make a claim, equal to 
that of Aldwick House, to be a property owned by the gentry.  The Hall 
has been subject to change over the years but this recent picture indicates 
that it is a sizable property.  
 

                                                   Sketty  Hall                                      (contd.)    
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The house was built by Raleigh Dawkin in the 1720s, he was the son of 
the squire of Kilvrough in Gower. The building was extended in both the 
1780s and 1820s when it was then owned by the Baring family (the 
London Merchant Bankers). The owner, when Francis arrived, was Lewis 
Weston Dillwyn, who owned the Cambrian Pottery and after further 
alterations and additions it was a substantial residence. It has a perfect 
location, with a walled kitchen garden and the extensive grounds 
overlook Swansea bay. 
 

By the time of the 1841 census he and his family had moved to 
Abergwili, Carmarthenshire a village just a few miles east of Carmarthen 
which was an almost totally Welsh speaking area. In the 1800's there 
were a number of grand country houses located around Carmarthen and 
Abergwili which makes it difficult to be absolutely sure where he 
worked. We do know that his occupation was as a gardener since that 
trade was declared on the birth certificate of their third child who was 
born in Abergwili.  
 

A clue is hidden in the entry shown on the 1841 census.  By coincidence 
it is in very close proximity to the census entry for the serving staff of the 
Bishop's Palace, the residence of Cannop THIRLWALL, the Bishop of 
Saint David's who was appointed in 1840.  

                        The Bishop’ s Palace (a recent photograph)                (contd.)                                                                         
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Could Francis have worked at the Palace?  The locations of all the other 
country houses would have meant travelling some miles from his census 
address so it seems reasonable and logical to assume the Palace as his 
workplace. 
 
We know Francis was still working as a gardener in Abergwili in August 
1845, when his last child was born, but the only address given was 
‘Abergwili’ .  The village was a small place mainly straddling the main 
road to Carmarthen and so its name was sufficient in itself. 
 
A complete change of occupation is recorded for Francis in the 1851 
census still with Abergwili as his address. He is now 43 years old and no 
longer a gardener but a ‘Retailer of Beer, Porter and Grocer’ . Why and 
when he changed from a gardener is not known nor do we know where 
his premises were although beer was often sold from the front room of a 
dwelling. Having been a gardener for a period in excess of ten years I was 
surprised to see this dramatic change of occupation.  
 
By 1854 however the family was back in Swansea where Francis set up 
business in estate management. In the Cambrian newspaper 6th January 
1854 there was an advertisement offering the services of Francis 
BRIDGER for garden maintenance etc. and the advertisement continued 
‘he had for many years been Head Gardener to Noblemen of Distinction’ . 
The business address was 26th Gam Street, Swansea but where the family 
dwelt is not known. The same newspaper edition also carried his 
advertisement of ‘a five acre market garden to let’ . As to being employed 
by ‘Noblemen of Distinction’  I remain to be convinced! It was probably 
another case of ‘all not being what it seemed’  but it would certainly have 
impressed Swansea townsfolk! 
 
Presumably the business was not too successful because on the 1861 
census his occupation was recorded as ‘Collector of Quay Dues’  in which 
he seems to have continued until his retirement aged 65 in 1972. The 
possibility of this last occupation providing a pension has not yet been 
researched. 
 

Just prior to the 1861 census there was a reference in the Cambrian 
newspaper (1st March 1861) to the family which said they were living in 
Sketty, in those days a village to the west of the town centre and not more 
than half mile from Sketty Hall.  
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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By the time of the census the address had change to Ffynone Terrace 
nearer the town and Francis's occupation was still Collector of Quay 
Dues. This occupation was repeated on the marriage certificate of his son 
Harry (my great grandfather) in 1866. There is nothing from that time to 
suggest a major change in Francis's life except that in the 1871 census the 
family had moved yet again to Mansel Street.  
 
After a while the family moved once more. I can only conjecture that 
after Francis retired from the Quay service (possibly in 1872), which 
meant a reduction in income, he with wife Mary (MORGAN) and their 
child, Caroline, moved into 75 New Oxford Street. This dwelling was 
occupied by Mary Anderson, aged 34 (whose husband was a marine 
engineer and at sea), Mary’ s mother Margaret MORGAN and Mary's two 
very young children. It was in this crowded household that Francis died in 
1879. 
 
There was one more twist, the death certificate for Francis gives his 
occupation as ‘Land Agent’  which is not quite true, but perhaps ‘all was 
not what it seemed’  which is where this story began! 
 
      
                                                                                                 John Bridger 
                                                                                       
 

A TALK � BREAD, GRUEL & SUET DUMPLINGS: DAY TO 
DAY LIFE IN THE WORKHOUSE WITH RECORDS OF 

INMATES AND STAFF 
 
We give below a report of the talk on 19th May 2011 which was given by 
Ian Waller. 
 
The long title was perhaps a clue that we were to be given a 
comprehensive and informative insight into workhouses, and so it proved. 
Ian introduced his talk with key dates from the 1782 Act, the Poor law 
Amendment Act 1834 which created Poor Law Unions and from 1837 
Registration Districts. Locally, 1835 saw the formation of the Uxbridge 
Union Workhouse (see below) which included Harefield and Northolt as 
well as  Cowley, West Drayton, Harefield, Hayes, Hillingdon, Ickenham, 
Northolt, Norwood, Ruislip, Uxbridge and Yiewsley (added in 1896). 
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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We learnt that model 
workhouses typically had 
around 300 inmates and a 
staff of perhaps 30 – 50. 
The buildings were often 
fairly substantial and 
many are now listed 
grade 1 or 2 reflecting 
their importance and 
quality. Workhouses 
were governed a Board 
of Guardians (elected 
every three years), the 
medical officer (the local 
GP), a treasurer and a 
clerk. 

 
The records of the Poor Law Commissioners are in the National Archives 
whilst Board of Guardian records are in local record offices. Some 
records are now also online (e.g. Uxbridge records are on Ancestry). 
 
Ian then told us about the sort of records we might be able to find. These 
included, CVs of staff, listings of officers and salaries, Admissions Books 
(registers of inmates), Discharges, and Inmates Religious Affiliations.  
 
We were shown several examples helping us to see the sorts of things we 
might be able to discover about our own ancestors if we were lucky, as 
records do vary as to what still exists. There are also Registers of Births 
and Baptisms occurring in the workhouse as well as death and burial 
records.  
 
We were told about daily life in the workhouse. If a bed was available 
casuals were admitted after 5pm in return for a few hours the following 
day. Families were segregated on admission (see below) and only came 
together at chapel on Sundays. Later however, younger children were 
allowed to stay with their mothers.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Inmates were destitute so had virtually 
no possessions apart from their clothes. 
With the exception of the beds there was 
very little furniture in the dormitories.   
 
Inmates were required to wear uniforms; females had striped smocked 
dresses and males grey or brown corduroy suits.  
 
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Inmates were classified by age as follows: Aged or Infirm over 55, Able 
bodied over 15. Boys and Girls 7 – 15, and Children under 7. The 
workhouse rules were read every Sunday (most inmates being illiterate). 
Workhouse entry and exit was entirely voluntary. Going in was really the 
last resort if all other forms of aid were exhausted or if through illness or 
infirmity a person could no longer work. The accommodation tended to 
be cleaner than a typical labourer’ s cottage and the diet was also more 
substantial, albeit stodgy. The famous gruel comprised oatmeal, treacle, 
salt, all spice and water. Inmates would be punished for not eating food 
and silence was required in Dining Halls. In later years vegetables were 
grown in the grounds of workhouses which supplemented the usual fare. 
Industry, Order, Punctuality and Cleanliness were seen as essential. 
 
After 1871 people could avoid the workhouse by having outdoor relief 
although this was unavailable, unless there were exceptional 
circumstances, to able bodied men and women until the 1852 Outdoor 
Relief Regulation Orders, and the later formation of Local Government 
Boards). Any lunatics requiring indoor relief were admitted to workhouse 
infirmaries. 

As the name implies the workhouse was just that, the daily routine 
included all domestic chores and oakum-picking for the women; for the 
men, stone-breaking for road-making, corn-grinding involving heavy 
mill-stones rotated by four or more men turning a capstan (the resulting 
flour was usually of very poor quality), bone-crushing for fertiliser, 
gypsum-crushing for use in plaster-making and wood-chopping. 

 
This implement was 
called the spike and 
was used in picking 
oakum i.e. the 
unpicking of short 
lengths of tarred rope 
for future use as 
caulking material on 
wooden ships. 

  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                (contd.) 
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Typical Workhouse Staff and Male 
Inmates  

 
After the First World War workhouses entered a period of decline until 
their final official demise on 1st April 1930 and instrumental in this were 
the following: 
 
1908 Children’ s Act – gave powers to keep children out of the workhouse 
 
1908 Old Age pensions (those aged 70) 
 
1911 National Insurance system 
 
1913 Poor Law Institution (name change from workhouse) 
 
1918 Institutions mainly became maternity and geriatric wards 
 
1929 Abolition of Boards of Guardians,  
 
and 1948 the Creation of National Health Service.  
 
Ian’ s talk was inspiring and informative. It opened our minds to further 
possibilities in our own research and gave a vivid account of what life 
was like in a workhouse as well as illustrating elements of the 
development of government and ultimately social change and the welfare 
state. 
 
In closing we were recommended to look at Record Offices on line 
catalogues to see what records exist in areas of interest to us, to look at 
the website www.workhouses.org.uk, and to check local history archives 
and local health authority records. 
 
Another good evening out was had by all who attended. 
                                                                                       
                                                                                       Charles Hampshire 
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A TALK � 
 IS THE INTERNET KILLING THE THRILL OF THE CHASE? 

 
 
On 16th June 2011 our speaker was Jeanne Bunting who gave the talk 
summarised below:  
 
At the start of her talk the question posed by Jeanne was; are we as family 
historians just in the business of only collecting names and dates like a 
train spotter who might just collect engine numbers, or are we interested 
in all the other references that collectively provide us with an insight into 
our ancestors’  life and times? 
 
It was a question posed by her children (as to whether they were related 
to the actress Joan Sims) that fired Jeanne’ s interest in family history 
some 25 years ago. In those days the internet did not exist and research 
involved time consuming visits to St. Catherine’ s House, then home to 
the birth, marriage and death volumes of the General Register Office, as 
well as record offices, graveyards etc. After some three years of research 
which included speaking with Joan Sims, Jeanne established that there 
was a relationship and published a booklet detailing her findings.  
 
Looking at the available resources of the present day, she realised that the 
same research could be accomplished in about ten minutes. The modern 
search was made easy because of a connection with a famous person, so a 
Google search quickly produced some information. Jeanne then used 
FreeBMD and Find My Past (for civil registration indexes) and Ancestry 
(for census data) to established that Joan Sims was indeed her third 
cousin.  
 
The traditional method of research involved visits to archive and record 
offices to view either original documents or those recorded as microform. 
Such repositories will usually have a collection of other indexes, books 
etc., which are available for browsing. It was in one of these, a card 
index, that Jeanne discovered the obituary of one of her ancestors who 
walked fifteen miles to preach on a Sunday. An article in ‘Reveille’  
revealed that another relation drove Mrs Simpson through France during 
the abdication crisis. Jeanne also found an ancestor in a naval book at The 
National Archives at Kew.  
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Another newspaper article told of how her great great grandfather was 
nearly drowned when his boat capsized and at Kew she also learnt that his 
family owned a fleet of sailing ships based in Bideford, Devon. Jeanne 
had a chance meeting in a grave yard with a lady who was able to provide 
a transcription of some parish registers that had not been deposited and 
which differed in some respects from the civil register indexes on 
FreeBMD. Thus the scope of her research was increased through sources 
unavailable on the internet. 
 
There are other problems that may be experienced when researching 
using the internet. You might find errors in indexes. Even some of the 
more reliable census indexes have their share of transcription errors. 
Similarly whilst the extracted records of parish registers on Family 
Search (from the Latter Day Saints) are also generally reliable, there are 
still some errors present. Her own married name of Bunting is capable of 
many variations as are many other surnames. Jeanne provided many 
examples where incorrect transcriptions, especially with surnames, may 
result in you not finding the correct entry. 
 
The next problem area she mentioned was that of incomplete returns. For 
example a number of districts are missing from the 1861 census but they 
are listed on the National Archives and Find My Past web sites. There are 
cases of inaccurate descriptions such as Ancestry’ s Criminal Registers in 
Class HO27 which purport to run from 1791 to 1892 for England and 
Wales which is misleading as only Middlesex is covered from 1791 to 
1804.  
 
Jeanne also reminded us of the need not to rely on extracted entries on the 
International Genealogical Index (IGI).  
 
Whilst most are correct, errors may creep in and additional information is 
often only available by consulting the original entries. This also applies to 
the Non-Conformist registers on RG4 and RG5 however many of these 
original images are now available, for a fee, on the BMD Registers web 
site run by The Genealogist so they can be checked. 
 
Finally there is the problem of ‘other people’ s rubbish’  i.e. the placing by 
individuals of inaccurate information on a web site as part of their 
purported research.  
 
                                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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There are often many inaccuracies, some obvious, in family trees so 
posted and these may be compounded by other researchers taking on 
these inaccuracies as part of their own trees without checking their 
veracity. Any submitted information on the Family Search IGI site 
similarly needs to be treated with extreme caution. 
 

There are of course many benefits accruing from the use of the internet, 
for example ease of communications, newsgroups, forums, etc., and 
indeed an increasing range of source information is becoming available.  
 

Jeanne concluded her thought provoking talk by posing the question to 
those whose research had been conducted using traditional methods; are 
we now missing out on these accidental finds? It is an open question for 
each one of us to decide. 
                                                                                                 
                                                                                                 John Symons  
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 
 
The London Family History Centre (L.D.S.) in South Kensington will be 
closed for refurbishment after Saturday 20th August 2011.  
 

We appreciate that this date precedes your receiving this edition but it has 
only just come to our notice. If you were planning a visit to the centre 
please check with them to see when they will re-open. The L.D.S. are 
trying to maintain their service by relocating to The National Archives at 
Kew but to date no decision has been reached.  
 

Please watch www.londonfhc.org for announcements. 
 

HELP US TO FIND! 
 
We have a request from Australia - does anyone know the whereabouts of 
Rosemary ISAAC born in Hillingdon? Rosemary was born here in 1949, 
lived in Lyndhurst Crescent or Road, attended Swakeleys School, Long 
Lane and was bridesmaid to Josephine (Josie) Linda Maycock. Other 
school friends of Rosemary were Jennifer Green, Carol Eden and Jennifer 
Hopkins. She went to Australia from where she returned in 1984 and she 
is believed to have married Arthur Barney (1970s) and to be in the High 
Wycombe/Beaconsfield etc. area. Anyone who knows where Rosemary 
might be and has a contact number/ address please contact the Society.  
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 
I cannot believe that we are now in 
September, time passes so very quickly. I 
hope you all had a good holiday and were 
lucky enough to get some sunshine. 
 
Our membership is down on last year so 
do please continue to encourage your 
friends and neighbours, who may have an                                                                        

                                                   interest in family history, to come along 
                                                   and join us. 
                                                                                         Patricia Reynolds 
 
 
WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 
P70 Mr. Geoffrey Ronald Perkins 
Email: geoffperkins@live.co.uk 

133 Central Avenue, Hayes, 
Middlesex. UB3 2BT 

S80 Mr. David Shefford 46 Woodlands Avenue, Eastcote, 
Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 9RJ 

T40 Mrs. Pamela Tumbridge 94 Carlyon Avenue, Harrow, 
Middlesex. HA2 8SY 

W85 Mr. Brian Wastell 
Email: pushto.open@talktalk.net 

26 Bowyer Crescent,  
Denham Green, Bucks. UB9 5JE 

 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS/EMAIL 
 
B71 Mrs. Pamela Bailey 
Email: pam@bailey-mail.co.uk 

18 Horns End Place, Pinner, 
Middlesex. HA5 2TL 

P64 Mr. Brian Page Email: brian729@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
RESIGNATIONS FROM THE SOCIETY 
 
M90 Ms. Eira Martin 
Email: eiramartin@btinternet.com 

11 Palmerston Court, 
Lord Warden Avenue, Walmer, 
Deal, Kent. CT14 7JU  
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HILLINGDON F.H.S. PROGRAMME 
 

Venue: Hillingdon Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, 
            Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS   Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others.  
 
Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 
nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 
‘Family History in Hillingdon’  published by the society (at present in the 
process of being updated and revised).  
 
In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 
offices. 
 
We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
 
 

Thursday 15th September 
7.30 p.m. 

 
Paul Blake 

‘British Property and Land 
Records - An Introduction to 
Sources’  

 
Thursday 20th October 

7.30 p.m. 

 
Ian Harvey 

‘How to Feature in Medal 
News: Notes on an Ancestor in 
the Napoleonic Wars’  

Thursday 17th November 
7.30 p.m. 

Hugh 
Granger 

‘Our Ancestor’ s Superstitions’  
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The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
 
Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 
requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 
investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 
answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
 
 

HELP LINE � BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 
 
 
In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 
 

WEST SURREY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY � FAIR 
 
West Surrey Family History Society will be hosting their Family History 
Fair on 5th November 2011 at the Woking Leisure Centre, Kingfield 
Road, Woking, GU22 9BA. Entry is free and there is free parking. The 
fair starts at 10.00 a.m. and finishes at 4.30 p.m. 
 
Genealogical, Commercial and local societies will be represented. 
Research materials: Surrey and National. Free talks. 
See also www.wsfhs.org    
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Who do You Think You Are?                                                Nick Barratt 
Encyclopaedia of Genealogy 
Hardback 
Harper Collins 2008, 531 pages, £25.00               ISBN 10 0-00-726199-4 

 
An obvious spin-off from the highly acclaimed Who Do You think You 
Are? series on BBC television and written by Nick Barratt, the man 
responsible for the very extensive research that makes the series possible 
in the first place, this is bound to be a successful publication.  
 
Weight for weight it is a direct competitor to that other definitive guide, 
Ancestral Trails, by Mark D. Heber. Such hardback handbooks are 
necessarily expensive and I was left wondering how such a book could be 
printed in China, transported to the U.K. and still be sold at a competitive 
price? The economics are sobering. 
 
As might be expected it is comprehensive, authoritative and detailed. It 
makes all the points that one wants to see made and Nick is particularly 
convincing on the need to recognise that the internet is not the answer to 
all one's problems. The text is interspersed with case examples drawn 
from the television series, explaining the particular problems and 
opportunities that arose when investigating the ancestry of people like 
Amanda Redman and Bill Oddie.  
 
Perhaps the nine flow diagrams are the most novel feature as they show, 
step by step, how to research particularly difficult occupational groups 
and categories like servicemen, merchant seamen and emigrant and 
immigrant ancestors.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                           (contd.)                                                                                     
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The margins are very generous and the pages well laid out, although this 
reviewer would like to see an end to the practice of occasionally 
superimposing black typefaces on grey backgrounds. Once again your 
Society has ensured that you need not stump up £25 for this book. A copy 
is being placed in the Society's library. 
                                                                               
                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                  Arthur Dark 
 
 
 
 

BRITISH & IRISH GENEALOGY 
 
 
British & Irish Genealogy (BI-Gen) at www.bi-gen.blogspot.com is the 
latest major website/blog to hit the family history world.  BI-Gen 
has several strands, none of which seem to be adequately covered 
elsewhere on the Web, these being:- 
 
NEWS – major news stories from the world of family & local history 
across Britain & Ireland; 
 
DIRECTORY of SERVICES – genealogy-based commercial services; 
FUN – entertaining stories and snippets from the world of family history.   
 
The NEWS and FUN elements will be published as part of the website’ s 
day-to-day blog – usually you will get the former, occasionally a little bit 
of the latter, depending on what’ s happening in the genealogical world.  
The DIRECTORY of SERVICES will be on permanent display via the 
links in the website’ s title bar.  For the moment, inclusion in the 
DIRECTORY is completely free of charge, with no catches.  There are 
also A FOR SALE / WANTS section, a NEW PRODUCTS section, with 
more in the pipeline for later this year.   
 
Get in touch at micksouthwick@blueyonder.co.uk – it’ d be great to 
hear from you. 
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TWO BOOKS FROM THE HISTORY PRESS 
 
The Black Death in London by Barney Sloane 
£14.99 Paperback Original, 978-0-7524-2829-1 
A comprehensive guide to the infamous Black Death, detailing the 
horrors and challenges of the London epidemic. Using previously 
untapped documentary sources alongside archaeological evidence, 
Barney Sloane gives a detailed picture of the arrival, duration and public 
response to the most unforgiving epidemic in history. 
 
The London that Nobody Knows by Geoffrey Fletcher 
£9.99 Hardback   978-0-7524-6199-1 
First published in 1962 this new edition is an evocative journey through 
the forgotten corners of London which focuses on the tawdry extravagant 
and eccentric rather than the big landmarks. 
 

Published by: THE HISTORY PRESS       
Direct Sales - 01235 465500 or www.thehistorypress.co.uk 
 
 

A MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED THAT THIS EDITION OF 
YOUR JOURNAL DOES NOT HAVE THE USUAL 
NUMBER OF PAGES i.e. 44. 
 

THE REASON IS THAT WE DID NOT RECEIVE 
NEARLY ENOUGH ARTICLES OR PIECES FROM YOU 
OUR MEMBERS.  
 

WE CAN ONLY MAINTAIN OUR NORMAL 44 PAGE 
PUBLICATION IF WE RECEIVE YOUR THOUGHTS, 
ITEMS OF INTEREST, STORIES, RESEARCH 
EXPERIENCES AND TIPS etc. 
 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE YOU WHAT WE HOPE IS A 
JOURNAL THAT YOU ENJOY. 
 

EDITOR 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 
(Established 1988) 

 
WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 
ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 
PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 
1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 
MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 
GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 
POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 
59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 
PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 
ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   
BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 
BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     
BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 
CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 
EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 
HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 
FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 
HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 
HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 
KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 
LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 
MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 
NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   
RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 
SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 
TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 
WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 
WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 
WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 

 
FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 
www.pbnpublications.com 

 
OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 
Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 
postage and packing (see below). 
 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 
St. Mary’ s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 
St. Martin’ s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 
St. John’ s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 
  
THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Giles’  Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 
St. Mary’ s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 
St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 
Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 
St. Martin’ s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 
The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 
Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 
 
Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche.................................................................. 45p 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................... 65p 
 For airmail to overseas addresses… ..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
Telephone: 01753 885602               Email:  gillmay@dial.pipex.com    
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 
 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the building is on the side 
of the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor and is open one 
morning each week (Friday or the first Saturday of the month) as well as 
at our monthly meetings. A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 
or open the Research Room during August.



                                                         

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Officers 
 
President          Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 
 
Chairman.       Ian Harvey                                                      01895 635230 
     24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middx UB10 8NP 
 
Vice Chair       John Symons                                                 01895 677722 
                        11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middx. HA4 7RQ 
 
Vice Chair       Joy Higgs                                                       01895 272745 
                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx. UB10 9QW   
 
Secretary         Gill May                                                        01753 885602 
                        20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 
 
Treasurer         Charles Hampshire                                        01895 821351  
                         4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middx.  UB9 6RL  

Executive Committee 
 
Librarian         Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 
                         43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex.   UB5 4AT     
Membership    Patricia Reynolds                                          01895 444442 

                        20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, W. Drayton, Middx. UB7 
8LR 
Programme     Judith Baker                                                   0208 5822705 
                        14 Appledore Avenue, South Ruislip, Middx. HA4 OUU 
Projects           Joy Higgs                                                       01895 272745 
                        16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middx.  UB10 9QW                     
Publicity         Charles Hampshire                                         01895 821351 
                        4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middx UB9 6RL 
 
Magazine Editors.       John Symons, Tom Morgan, Alan Rowland 
 
 

Book Reviews   Arthur Dark       01895 639168 
         74 Breakspear Rd. South, Ickenham, Middx. UB10 8HE 
 
Website: www.hfhs.co.uk     E-mail: hillingdonfhs@onetel.com 
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London Borough of Hillingdon (Middlesex) 

 
                                                                                            Greater London 

         

 
     The nine ancient Middlesex        
     parishes incorporated into  
     the modern London Borough 
     of Hillingdon are listed below. 
      
     Their original parish records 
     and registers are now at: 
     London Metropolitan Archives  
     40 Northampton Road, London 
     EC1 OAB. 
     
    Hillingdon today embraces a  
     mixture of ancient and modern, 
     large & small Greater London  
     suburbs, each with a distinctive  
    identity. Heathrow Airport lies 

  at its southern end. 
 
 
                     
     
Hillingdon suburbs: Colham Green, Cowley, Eastcote, Harefield, Harlington, 
Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, Ickenham, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip,  
Ruislip Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, West Drayton, Yeading, Yiewsley 

 
 


