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Cheshire Ancestor is published in March, June, September and December.

The opinions expressed in this journal are those of individual authors and do not necessarily
represent the views of either the editor or the Society. Advertisements are commercial and not
indicative of any endorsement by the Society. The Society accepts no responsibility for any loss
suffered directly or indirectly by any reader or purchaser as a result of any advertisement or notice
published in this Journal. No part of this Journal may be reproduced in any form whatsoever
without the prior written permission of the editor and, where applicable, named authors.

Our society was founded in 1969—one of the first family history societies
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ITEMS FOR THE CHESHIRE ANCESTOR

For advertising rates and information, please see last page.

FINAL copy dates are the 10th day of January, April, July or October.

The earlier material is submitted, the more help it is to the editor.

Publication is at the discretion of the editor and is subject to space being
available; unused items may be carried over to a later issue. Authors retain
the copyright of their own articles after publication but if an article is reprinted
please mention that it was previously published in the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR.

Articles are accepted by email (in Microsoft Word, Open Office Writer, or
plain text format, using any font type or size), or by post as a manuscript.
Suggested length 300-2000 words. Please write all surnames in CAPITALS.

If you have typed your article on a computer, please consider the Editor’s
workload and submit it by email to avoid the article having to be re-typed.

Illustrations must be your own, copyright-free images and not copies of
images or photos found online or in a book, unless you have written
permission from the copyright holder.

Please email images (two or three max.) as separate files in JPG format,
preferably scanned at 300dpi. Please do not post images printed on normal
paper as they will not reproduce well; and never post original photos.

Please include your name, membership number (if a member), and postal or
email address. Please state if you DO want either or both of your postal or
email addresses to be published, otherwise they will be omitted, to comply
with GDPR regulations - which means potential ‘cousins’ cannot contact you.

1920 News: Avoid Yuletide Accidents
From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
At this season of the year when a great deal of cotton wool is requisitioned
for fancy dress and decorative purposes, it is well to remember that it is better
to render such dangerous fabric as fireproof as possible, even though a little
of the fluffiness disappears... Two ounces of common alum mixed with a pint
of hot water is all that is required. If the liquid is well sprinkled over the cotton
wool the risk of its catching fire is considerably lessened...
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Editor’s Page

by Rosie Rowley

Welcome to the latest issue of CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, which
this time has a wide variety of articles on all kinds of topics.

In this issue, the fillers at the ends of the articles are taken
from the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette for
December 1920, which can be seen at Mobberley Research
Centre when it reopens. Many of these have been selected
to highlight national events of one hundred years ago, such
as the unrest in Ireland and the new vehicle road tax.

I am running short of articles for future issues, so if you are stuck indoors with
nothing to do, please consider writing something about your family history, or
a building, village or town in Cheshire. Both short and long articles are very
welcome - see the opposite page for submission guidelines. Or send an email
or letter with your thoughts on anything you read in this issue. Please remember
to always include your membership number.

Here in the UK the latest series of Who Do You Think You Are? has recently been
broadcast. Unfortunately Covid-19 interrupted the filming and only four
episodes could be made, but I did enjoyed watching them.

On behalf of the society, I wish you all a joyful Christmas and a healthy, happy,
and peaceful New Year.

Editor’s Challenge

I thought I would set a question for readers to mull over during the winter
months (or summer, for our antipodean readers).

As I write, we are approaching Remembrance Day on 11th November and I
have seen many articles telling the story of the Unknown Warrior, who was
buried in Westminster Abbey one hundred years ago in November 1920.
Can anyone tell me what is the connection between the Tomb of the Unknown
Warrior and Macclesfield?

Send your answer by email or post to the Editor (address inside front cover)
and all will be revealed in the next issue.
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Abbreviated versions of reports presented at the 51st Annual General
Meeting of the Family History Society of Cheshire, held online on Saturday
31st October 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Reports cover the year ending on 30 June 2020.
Full reports and minutes will be available on the FHSC website.

The secretary’s report was printed in the September issue of ANCESTOR.

Chairman’s Report by Alan Bennett

What a year this has been for the society, our members, and
the world at large. For family historians, the pandemic has
been the big push to drive us all into the digital age,
however reticent some of us were. Old methods of research
using paper resources were suspended by the numerous
lockdown rules. In order to continue researching, we had
to use a computer and online resources.

It’s amazing how many people of all ages now accept the
use of email, Facebook, Zoom, etc., as part of their

common, everyday activities. With these tools, families and friends are able
to instantly see photos and even live video of the person they are
communicating with.

The society is no different and we have embraced the use of Zoom for
committee and group meetings, and even our AGM. I was gratified to see
members from outside Cheshire, and even from outside the UK, participating
in the AGM. All the attendees were incredibly positive about the meeting and
how it was run.

Further positive feedback was received from members regarding the efforts
the society had gone to keep the show on the road. Our Facebook page goes from
strength to strength, providing great information and regular interactions
with members (and non-members). Our regular lockdown newsletters have
been exceptionally well-received.

You can look forward to seeing more use of technology to keep us together

2020 Annual General Meeting
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as these strange times continue. This will include larger scale online meetings
via Zoom, where speakers will provide the experience of visiting a group
meeting from your home - but without the tea and biscuits!

On a personal front, I seem to be spending most of my time in my home office.
Since the start of the pandemic I have been working from home full-time, with
no travel or face-to-face meetings to break up the working week.  With FHSC
activities and other calls on my time I can be working on my PC for more than
twelve hours a day, which has inevitably led to some health issues. I have very
recently managed to find a few hours to try to get some fresh air and relaxation.
I have gone back to angling, a hobby I gave up over forty years ago. I have only
managed three short sessions, but it certainly clears the head as thinking of
anything other than the float or rod tip is impossible.

Treasurer’s Report by David Smetham

Our books have been prepared by Heywood Shepherd.

At the end of June 2020 we had a bond account with
Hampshire (1.5%) and a savings account with Shawbrook
(1.4%), an investment totalling £100,650. The consolidated
accounts (Income and Expenditure) for the year ending 30
June 2020 show a net deficit for the year of £1219. Last year
we had a surplus of £1453. Cash in the bank is down by
£3164.

The fourteen groups are financially viable and had a combined surplus of
£4159.29, compared with a surplus of £2051.09 in 2019; total funds held by
groups is £41,704.50. The Group Allocation for 2019-2020 was £500 each. Group
activities were curtailed by the pandemic. Groups can apply for an
augmentation of the group allocation and for half of the cost of any equipment
purchased.

The remainder of this report applies only to the ‘central’ funds.

Income for the year is £34,644, compared with £38,732 in 2019 - the significant
difference is related to the reduction in subscriptions income. Expenditure is
£39,718, compared with £38,146 in 2019. The increase in expenditure is mainly
associated with increased cost of postage for sending out the ANCESTOR.

We report subscriptions for the actual membership year. Subscriptions received
in the last month of our subscription year 2019-2020 are treated as for year 2020-
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2021. Sales of books and CDs, and website sales (downloads) have increased as
we have been offering books and CDs at a discount to members. Online data
downloads are now established and more files are becoming available for
download. Royalties from FindMyPast are slightly down; we need to place more
data with FMP if we are to increase this income stream. Gift Aid again reduced
this year. It is closely related to membership subscriptions and members signing
up for gift aid. Income from Genfair from the sale of books and CDs continues,
but is at a low level.

Magazine costs remain about the same as for 2019 but postage costs have
increased. The accountancy fee has risen slightly as we now employ Heywood
Shepherd to keep our books. This item is being kept under review. Other
expenses were broadly in line with expectations. The FFHS subscription and
insurance is based on membership, so reduces if membership declines.

There is nothing in the accounts to suggest that a change in membership fee is
appropriate at this time.

The full set of independently examined accounts can be accessed on our website,
or are available by request to the treasurer.

I would like to thank our accountants Heywood Shepherd for their work on
behalf of the society. I would also like to thank our group treasurers for their
work in delivering the group accounts.

Brief Report of AGM Proceedings
The full minutes will be available on the FHSC website.

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming thirty-six members to the
society’s first online AGM. He also thanked the committee and all those who
are providing services for the society’s members during this difficult time. 

The treasurer’s report and the accounts were accepted. The amendment to the
society’s constitution (details in September’s ANCESTOR and on the website) was
carried. The chairman, Alan Bennett, and the treasurer, David Smetham, were
then re-elected. Since there was no nomination for the position of secretary,
under the terms of the newly amended constitution Howard Martin was elected
as secretary for the term of one year.

The meeting concluded with a positive discussion of the ways in which the
Society could go forward in the current challenging environment.
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NOTE: At the time of going to press, all meetings are subject to
cancellation due to the Covid-19 pandemic regulations.

For Group meeting dates, see the Groups pages at the end of this issue.
For changes and up-to-date news check the website www.fhsc.org.uk

For the Society’s Latest News

Keep up-to-date between the quarterly journals by reading the society’s emailed
newsletters, or follow the FHSC on Facebook or Twitter. Provided that you
have given us your correct email address and permission to contact you, you
should receive society news by email.

Emailed newsletters are occasionally sent out by groups. You can subscribe to
emails from any group; go to the group’s page on the FHSC website and click
on the button Add ... to My Groups. Check which email newsletters you are
subscribed to by clicking on Newsletters, then My Newsletter Subscriptions.

Society Diary Dates

Sat 16 Jan 2021 Exec. Committee Meeting, Jubilee Hall, Little Budworth, 1pm
(or Zoom meeting if meetings in person are still not allowed).

Members who do not have access to the Internet should contact their local or
affiliated group for up to date information about meetings, etc.
Contact details for all groups are inside the back cover.

Society News and Notices

1920 News: New Cheshire Magistrates
From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
Thomas William BAKER, Dawstone Road, Gaton, Heswall, cotton broker.
George Frank BIRD, Foxbrake, Bebington, commercial manager.
Nathaniel CAINE, jun., Thorburn Road, New Ferry, M.D. (Edin.).
Basil KERR, Eccleston Paddocks, Chester, land agent to the Duke of Westminster.
John Arthur POWNALL, Windle Hill, Neston, artist.
Hugh Laughland ROXBURGH, Crestalta, Reservoir Road, Prenton, cotton broker.
Ernest Bland ROYDEN, Bidston Court, Birkenhead, ship owner.
Lady Frances Eliza GREENALL, Walton Hall, wife of Sir Gilbert GREENALL, Bart.
Mrs Margaret Louisa HAWORTH, Beaconhurst, Runcorn.
Mrs Hilda Mary Susannah HEAL, Hill Crest, Runcorn.
Peter SMITH, 38 Bridge Street, Runcorn, secretary National Amalgamated Union of
Labour, Runcorn.
John TAYLOR, 4 Albert Terrace, Runcorn, shipwright.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR Dec 20208

Society Vacancies

The society is seeking new volunteers for the following posts:

Wanted: Honorary Secretary
Howard Martin has now exceeded the secretary’s usual five-year term of office.
For information, please contact the current postholder, Howard Martin
(secretary@fhsc.org.uk).

Wanted: Honorary Editor
Rosie Rowley has now served as editor for five years and wishes to stand down
due to a change in family circumstances. 
For information, please contact the current postholder, Rosie Rowley
(editor@fhsc.org.uk).

Volunteer News

Vacancy Filled: Membership Renewals Officer

Peter Mellor will retire from the position of Membership Renewals Officer at
the end of February 2021. His replacement is:

Kevin Dean, 7 Fields Drive, Sandbach, CW11 1YB.

From 1st March 2021, all membership enquiries and renewals should be
directed to Kevin.

1920 News: Macclesfield Police Court

From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
CYCLING ACROSS THE FOOTPATH: Colin SIDEBOTHAM, of New Hall
Farm, Gawsworth, was summoned to Macclesfield Borough Police Court for
riding a bicycle across a footpath in Park Green on the 21st November.
P.C. JOHNSON stated that whilst on point duty on the Sunday in question
he saw the defendant cycle across the footpath to the Post Office, and having
posted a letter he again rode his bicycle over the footpath. When told he
would be reported, defendant replied, “Right oh.”
Ordered to pay costs (6s.)
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by Peter Lee
Tuesday morning volunteer at Mobberley 

The story by Gill Campbell in the June 2020 issue of the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR
brought many smiles and nods in agreement as I read it. The start of one
paragraph resonated the most, with the question, What is volunteering like?
followed by, Well, no two weeks are the same. I wholeheartedly agree!

I started volunteering at Alderley on a temporary basis for about six weeks
whilst a regular volunteer was unavailable. They never returned and I have
now been a volunteer for twelve years.

Alderley was not a favourite place of mine so when we moved to Mobberley it
was like moving into a new house. Clean, bright, plenty of room and nicely laid
out facilities. These new facilities attracted new faces and prospective members,
plus members who came for a day out to see what the new centre was like.

Helping people with their research is rewarding. We all had to start somewhere.
We made silly mistakes, guessed instead of proving but above all learnt to be
organised and methodical. I think that single element is the one I encourage the
most when helping visitors.

We had a visitor arrive one day full of enthusiasm and woe. Could I help them
with a brick wall? I was informed they had all the associated paperwork etc. so
I could see what research they had done and hopefully solve the problem.
Money changed hands, signing in was completed whilst I cleared the decks of
the large table in the research room ready for action. As the visitor walked in, I
couldn’t help noticing a distinct lack of files or even a tablet or laptop, just a
bulging plastic carrier bag. “Shall I put my research on here?” pointing to the
clear desk. “Please do,” I replied.

The carrier bag was promptly upturned and an avalanche of scraps of paper of
differing sizes, shapes and colours hit the table and the surrounding floor. Not
a pretty sight. It was hard not to run for the fire alarm to create a diversion in
order to escape! Not surprisingly, I failed to become a brickie or a demolition
contractor. The all-important pieces of data that everything revolved around
could not be found. Sometimes it’s better to admit defeat and move on.

A Volunteer’s Story
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Not so with two friends who, several years ago, made their first visit to
Mobberley. They had both done research before but wanted a few tips on how
to proceed further. We divided our time equally and found their research was
well documented but - alas - not too well-organised. Following a delightful
morning of sharing ideas and suggestions, the last point raised was filing and
organisation of research notes for easy access. Both enthusiastically agreed to
heed this advice and headed home.

A couple of weeks later they returned with their “homework”. Different folders
for the different families, each with indexes, and all paperwork in plastic
wallets. Hand-drawn mini trees, family group sheets, ancestor charts etc. The
homework was marked 10/10 GOLD STAR. They both agreed that the exercise
of organising their research had made access so much easier. Star pupils indeed,
and they have continued to visit frequently ever since.

In fact, we have a regular five or six members who visit us on Tuesdays; it
makes volunteering just like meeting with friends. We all attempt to help each
other and discuss our own individual aspects of research. Every week we either
learn something new or share in someone’s success. Yes, there are times when
we are more akin to the Samaritans and often hear that age old rhetorical
question, Why did I ever start doing family history? But we have all felt the buzz
of excitement when a breakthrough is made – we are all detectives at heart -
and that’s why so many of us volunteer to help others at the society’s research
centres.

Ed.: Are you a volunteer for the society? Why not write and tell us about your
experiences?

1920 News: Macclesfield Labour Party
From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
A well-attended public meeting, promoted by the local Labour party, was
held in Lord Street School, Macclesfield, on Saturday evening. Mr W
PIMBLOTT, J.P., presided... The chairman said the Labour party had been
charged by Mr REMER, M.P. with not condemning the assassinations and
murders committed by the Sinn Feiners in Ireland, but the chairman
maintained that the Labour party had... condemned murders and reprisals
whether they were committed by Sinn Feiners, Black and Tans, or anyone
else. Mrs ANDERSON said the time had gone by where women were
considered to be mere household machines, and today they were the prime
movers in many international affairs. She admitted that they had not yet
sufficiently realised their power, but... it was hoped to make every woman
realise her responsibility.
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Are you researching any of these names? If so, log in to the FHSC website and
click on Research to contact the person or people who registered the name as
one of their surname interests.

If you haven’t already registered your surname interests on the FHSC website,
why not do it today? You may make contact with someone who holds the key
to your brick wall!

ACKERLEY/ACKERLY-ADAM-ADAMS-ADEMS-ADKINSON-ADSHEAD-
ALCOCK/ALLCOCK-ALCROFT-ALDINGTON-ALLMAN/ALMAN/
ALMON/ALMOND-ALLOT-AMBROSE-AMSON-ANDERTON-ANGEL-
ANKER/ANKERS/ANCHIER/ANCHOR/ANCHORS/ANNACKER/
AUKER-ANTROBUS-APPLBEY-ARDSON-ARMSTRONG-ARNOLD-
ASHTON-ASHWORTH-ASKEW-ASTLE-ASTLES/HASSELL-ATHERTON-
AUSTIN-A’COURT

BACKHOUSE-BADCOCK-BAGLEY/BADDELEY/BEGLEY/BAGULEY-
BAILEY-BAKER-BALL-BAMFORD-BANKS-BANN-BANNER-BARBER-
BARDSLEY-BARNES-BARNETT-BARON-BARROW-BARTLETT-BARTON-
BARWICK-BASKERVILLE/BASKETFIELD-BATE-BATEMAN-BATES-
BATTARBEE/BATTERBEE/BATTERBY-BAUSKILL-BAXTER-BAYLEY/
BAILEY-BEARD-BEAUMONT-BEBBINGTON-BEDDALL-BEDWARD/
BEDWARDS/BEDWOOD/BEDWORTH-BEECH-BEECROFT-BEEL-BEELEY-
BEEVER/BEAVER/BEVER-BELL-BENDALL-BENNETT/BENNET/BENET/
BENETT-BENTLEY-BENYON-BESWICK-BETLEY-BICKERSTAFF-
BICKERTON-BILLINGTON-BIRCH-BIRCHENOUGH-BIRKBY-BIRTLES/
BERTLES-BISBROWN-BISHOP-BLACKBURN-BLACKSHAW/
BLAKESHAW/BLAKESHAWE-BLOOR-BLOWER-BLUNT-BLYTHING-
BOARDMAN-BOEHM-BOFFEY-BOLD-BOON-BOONE-BOOTH-BOSON/
BOSONS/BOSSON/BOSSONS/BOSTON/BOSTONS/BOSSTON-BOSWELL-
BOWDEN/BODEN-BOWDLER-BOWER-BOWERS-BRACEGIRDLE-
BRADBURY-BRADDOCK-BRADLEY-BRADSHAW-BRANDON-
BRATT/BRETT-BRERETON-BRETLAND-BRETT-BRIDGE-BRIGHOUSE-
BRIMELOW/BROMILOW-BRINDLEY-BRISCOE-BRITLAND-BROADBENT-
BROADHURST-BROCK-BROMLEY-BROOKES-BROOKS-BROPHY-BROUGH
BROUGHTON/BREWERTON/BRUERTON/BRERETON ETC. - BROWN-
BRUNDRETT-BRYAN-BRYNING/BRINING-BURCHER-BURGESS-
BURROWS-BURSLAM/BURSLEM-BUTTERFIELD-BUTTERWORTH

Surname Interests



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR Dec 202012

CADMAN-CAIN/KAIN-CALDERBANK-CALLADINE-CALLEN/CALEN-
CALVELEY-CAMERON-CANNON-CANTRELL-CAPPER/CAPPUR-
CARDER-CARMAN-CARRINGTON-CARSON-CARTER-CARTWRIGHT-
CARVER-CASH-CATLEY-CAULTON/COULTON-CAWLEY-
CHADBOURNE-CHADWICK-CHALTON-CHARNOCK-CHATTERTON-
CHEETHAM-CHELMICK-CHESTERS-CHETWOOD-CHETWOOD-
CHIDLOW-CHILTON-CHRIMES-CLARE-CLARKE/CLARK-CLAYS-
CLAYTON-CLIFFE-CLULOW-CLUTTON/CLUTTEN/CLOTTENE/
CLOTTON-COBBETT-COCK/COCKS-COCKER-COKER-COLCLOUGH-
COLLIER-COLLINS-COMMINS/CUMMINS-CONDLIFFE/CONDLYFFE-
CONDUIT-COOKE-COOKSON-COOPER-COPE-COPPOCK-
CORBETT/CORBET-CORFE-CORKER-CORLETT-CORNES-CORRIE-
COSTELLO-COULL-COWAP-CRADDOCK-CRAGG-CRAWFORD-
CRESSWELL-CRIMES/CHRIMES-CRITCHLEY-CROFT-CROSBY-CROSS-
CROWDER-CROWFOOT-CULKIN/CALKIN/CAULKEN/CAWKIN-
CULLEN-CUNNINGHAM-CURZON

DAKIN-DALE-DANIEL-DANIELS-DARLINGTON-DAVENPORT-
DAVIES/DAVIS-DAVISON-DAWSON-DAXON-DE COURCY/
DE COURCEY-DEAN-DEANE-DEANS-DEARDEN-DEEGAN-DELACY-
DENTITH-DICKENS-DIX-DIXON-DOBSON-DOD-DODD-DODGE-
DOLMAN/DOLLMAN/DOLEMAN-DONE-DOOLEY-DOUGANS-DOUST-
DOWNES/DOWNS-DOXSEY-DOYAL-DRUMMOND-DUCKWORTH-
DUFFIELD-DUNCALF/DUNCALFE-DUNCUFF-DUNCUFT-DUNDEVAN/
DUNDIVAN/DUNDAVAN/DUNDEVAN-DUNK-DUNKS-DUNNING-
DURRANT-DUTTON-DYKES/DIKES

EARDLEY-EARL/EARLE-EARLAM-EATON-ECCLES-ECCLESTONE-EDGE-
EDGLEY/EDGELEY/EDGELY/EDGLY-EDMONDSON-EDWARDS-
EGERTON-ELDRIDGE-ELKIN-ELLAM-ELLAMS-ELLIOTT-ELLIS-ELLISON-
ELSON/ELLSON-EMSON-ENNION/ENION/ENYON-EVANS-EVANSON-
EVERALL

FALLOWS-FARNWORTH-FARRINGTON-FAULKNER-FENNAH-FENTON-
FIELDING-FILCOCK-FILEY-FISHER-FITTON-FITZGERALD-FITZSIMMONS-
FLETCHER-FLITCROFT-FODEN-FORD-FORSTER-FOSTER-FOWDEN-
FOWELL-FOX-FOXLEY-FRYER/FRIER-FURGASON-FURNIVAL/
FURNIVALL

GAILLIE-GALLEY-GALLIARD-GANNON-GARDNER-GARLAND-
GARMAN/GERMAN-GARNER-GARRATT-GARRY-GARSIDE-GATER-
GATLEY-GAY-GEE-GERARD-GIBBONS-GIBSON-GILKES/GILKS-GITTENS-
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GITTINS-GLOVER/MOSS-GODWIN-GOFF/GOUGH-GOLBORNE-
GOODALL-GOODWIN-GOODYER-GOOSETRY-GORDON-GORMAN-
GOULDING/GOLDING/GOULDEN-GOULDTHORP/GOLDTHORP-
GRAHAM-GREENALL-GREGORY-GRICE-GRIFFIN-GRIFFITH-GRIFFITHS-
GROCOTT/GROUCOT/GROUCOTT/GROWCOT/GROWCOTT-GROVES-
GUINN

HACKNEY-HADDOCK-HADFIELD-HALE-HALL-HALLAM-HALLMARK-
HALLWORTH-HAMBLETON-HAMLET-HAMMAN-HAMMANT-
HAMMOND-HAMPTON-HANCOCK-HANKIN-HARDIE-HARDING/
HARDYNG/HARDYNGE-HARESCEUGH-HARRISON-HARROP-
HARTLEY-HASLAM/HASLEM-HASLEHURST-HASSALL-HATLEY-
HATTERSLEY-HATTON-HAVENHAND-HAWKES-HAYES-HAYWARD-
HEALD-HEALOW/HELE/HELER-HEANEY-HEAPS-HEARNSHAW-
HEGGINBOTHAM-HEGINBOTHAM/HIGGINBOTHAM-HEMMINGS/
HEMINGS-HENSHALL-HERBERT-HERINSHAW/HERRINGSHAW-
HESKETH-HIBBERT-HICKSON-HIGGINBOTTOM-HIGGINS-HIGHAM-
HIGNETT-HILDITCH-HILTON-HINDE-HITCHEN, HITCHENS-
HOCKENHULL-HODKINSON-HOLDEN-HOLGATE-HOLLAND-
HOLLINSHEAD/HOLLINGSHEAD-HOLLINSWORTH/HOLLINGWORTH
HOLLINGSWORTH-HOLT-HOOLEY-HOPE-HOPWOOD-HORNBY-
HORNE-HORSFALL-HOUGH-HOUGHTON-HOULDEN-HOULGRAVE-
HOWARD-HOWELL-HUET-HUGHES-HULLA-HULLEY-HULME/HUME-
HUMPHREYS-HUMPHRIES-HUMPSTON/HUMPSTONE/HUMSTON-
HUNT-HURDSFIELD-HURST-HUSSEY-HUSSIE-HUXLEY-HYDE

Proofreading and Copy-editing Services
Give yourself the edge!

Proofreading services at reasonable hourly rates.

Special rates for students.

Grammar, punctuation, ambiguity, clarity and accuracy all checked.

However long or short, be sure it is correct!

Contact me to discuss your project.

Suzie Woodward

Volunteer proof reader for the CHESHIRE ANCESTOR

Tel: 01856-831533 or Email: vestlaybanks@btinternet.com
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NOTE: At the time of going to press, both research centres are closed due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. Members will be notified on the website and by
email when we are able to reopen.

Mobberley Research Centre
by Joan Irving

Although members cannot visit at the moment, why not
download the holdings catalogues from the website at
www.fhsc.org.uk/new-mobberley-research/mobberley-holdings
and make a list of things to look up when we reopen?

Remember we have research materials for many other
counties as well as Cheshire. We also have subscriptions
to three research websites: The Genealogist, Ancestry and
Find My Past, so you can search their indexes at home and
make a checklist of things to look up in the future.

Despite the lockdown, we are still receiving donations which will be taken to
Mobberley Research Centre for you to access when we are able to enter the
building again. Recent donations include:

The Mystery of the Macclesfield Chalice, by Adrian John Snelson.

In 1642 Roger SNELSON, dyer of London, gave a silver chalice with an
engraved coat of arms to St. Michael’s Church, Macclesfield. This book sets out
to discover when and how the coat of arms was claimed by Roger SNELSON,
who had been baptised at St. Michael’s Church in 1576. Roger SNELSON died
in London in 1647 leaving a six-page will, naming many bequests to family,
friends and business associates. There are links to the BOSTOCK, BAGUELEY
and HIGGINBOTHOME families.

The book is easy to read, well researched and illustrated with photographs,
ancestor charts, pedigrees and heraldic arms. A book to read if you have
SNELSON ancestry, or if you simply enjoy a mystery.

Research Centre News

Information about our research centres can be found at the end of the journal.
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Crewe Family History Unit

by Margaret Spate

The Crewe Family History Unit was closed on Tuesday 17th April 2020 due to
the pandemic, and at the time of going to press it was still closed. The rooms
we use are closed to us until further notice.  New guidelines will have to be
formulated, probably with a prebooking system, before re-opening, and visits
may have to be timed. Any information and dates will be advertised on the
FHSC website and via newsletters and social media, as will any changes we
have to make to accommodate government guidelines at that time.

The library list is available on the website as well as a paper copy at Crewe.
Check the list to see if we hold records that could help your research.

I can only encourage members to use the FHSC website forum to ask questions
about problems with their research - other members may be able to suggest
avenues of research.

Hoping that we will see volunteers and members back at FHU Crewe before
too long, working together to discover your family history.

A Numerous Family.  A Story of some members of the Holland family living in Cheshire
and Staffordshire, by John Graham Holland.

This book follows the HOLLAND family, from Jasper HOLLAND baptised in
1579, through several generations to George HOLLAND 1868-1949. The story
goes from East Cheshire and North Staffordshire to South Africa and America.
It gives potted histories on many members of the family through the
generations.

The book is easy to read, well documented and illustrated with photos, charts,
maps and copies of documents. Worth a look if you have any HOLLAND
ancestry.

The society has also received a set of large maps of West Kirby:

12 maps of West Kirby Parish, 1875-1926/7
Greasby Map (in lieu of Tithe Map) 1849
2 Geological Surveys of Liverpool with North Wirral and Flint, 1999
Admiralty Coast Survey, Great Ormes Head to Liverpool, 1937
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For news of family history events, see these online calendars
http://geneva.weald.org.uk/

www.familyhistoryfederation.com/events

Family History Events

The Family History Show Online
10.00am - 4.30pm, Saturday 20th February 2021

Another online show has been arranged, featuring:
'Ask the Experts panel', virtual exhibitor stalls with exclusive discounts,

and free talks (available for 24 hours).
The FHSC will be represented at this event.

Tickets £6 in advance, £8 on the day.
https://thefamilyhistoryshow.com/online/

NOTE - COVID-19
At the time of going to press, most ‘in-person’ events have been cancelled,

some being replaced by online events.
Please check that an event is going ahead before travelling.

RootsTech Connect: A Free Online Conference Experience
Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th February 2021

For the first time ever, RootsTech will be entirely virtual and completely free.
Get ready to celebrate shared connections with people from around the
world. Connect with friends, your family, your past, and your heritage and
homelands—all from the comfort of your home, using your Internet browser.

See the website for information and to book your place.
www.rootstech.org

Manchester & Lancs FHS Family History Fair
10.00am - 4.00pm Saturday 27th March 2021

Manchester Central Library, St Peter's Square, Manchester, M2 5PD
See the website for details.

www.mlfhs.uk
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Family History News

A selection of recent updates to websites, and other family history news.
Remember, if you don’t have a subscription to Ancestry, Find My Past or The
Genealogist, our Research Centres have free access to these sites. You may also
be able to access Ancestry or Find My Past through your local public library
service, and look out for offers of free access on occasions such as V.E. Day,
Remembrance Day, Thanksgiving Day or New Year.

Bear in mind that record collections on the Internet may be incomplete.

Welsh Parish Registers

FindMyPast's exclusivity deal on Welsh parish registers has now expired, so
the records are now available on Ancestry, The Genealogist and My Heritage.

Find My Past (FMP)

To see a list of all record sets included on the FindMyPast website, go to
http://search.findmypast.co.uk/historical-records.

To see what’s new at FindMyPast, go to www.findmypast.co.uk/whats-new or
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/latest-records/

Private Messaging
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/new/passenger-lists
If you have a family tree on FindMyPast you can now contact other
subscribers using private messaging via tree-to-tree hints. For more
information, follow the above link to passenger lists and scroll down.

New Newspapers
Winsford Chronicle covering 1942-1958 and 1960-1963

https://www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/new/gazettes
London Gazette covering 1665-2018
Edinburgh Gazette covering 1797-2018
Belfast Gazette covering 1922-2018
Dublin Gazette covering 1750-1800
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Ancestry

To see a list of all record sets included on the Ancestry website, go to
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/cardcatalog.aspx.
Click on Sort by > Date Updated to see the latest additions.

To find out what’s new at Ancestry, see www.ancestry.co.uk/cs/recent-collections

England and Wales, 1939 Register updated
www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/61596/
Initially taken due to the onset of war with the purpose of producing National
Identity Cards, the register later came to be multi-functional, first as an aid
in the use of ration books, later helping officials record the movement of the
civilian population over the following decades, and from 1948 as the basis
for the National Health Service Register.

Welsh Parish Registers
Anglican Baptisms, Marriages and Burials for the following counties are now
available:
Anglesey (1547-1994); Brecknockshire, (1538-1994); Caernarvonshire (1541-
1994); Cardiganshire (1633-1993); Carmarthenshire (1560-1994); Denbighshire
(1538-1994); Flintshire (1538-1994); Glamorganshire (1570-1994);
Merionethshire (1568-1994); Monmouthshire (1551-1994); Montgomeryshire
(1569-1994); Pembrokeshire (1599-1994); Radnorshire (1538-1994)

Lancashire, England, Electoral Registers, 1832-1935
Lancashire Electoral Registers, held by Lancashire Archives, Preston.
www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/61862/

The Genealogist

To see what’s new at The Genealogist, go to www.thegenealogist.co.uk/news
To see a full list of holdings, go to www.thegenealogist.co.uk/coverage

Anglican Parish Records for Wales
As with Ancestry, The Genealogist has released the complete collection of
Anglican Parish Registers for all thirteen historic Welsh counties:- Anglesey,
Brecknockshire, Caernarfonshire, Cardiganshire, Carmarthenshire,
Denbighshire, Flintshire, Glamorgan, Merionethshire, Monmouthshire,
Montgomeryshire, Pembrokeshire and Radnorshire.
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Selected Archives of the Week

by Margaret Roberts
Social Media Officer

social.media@fhsc.org.uk 

Since being appointed Social Media Officer I have instigated a number of
regular posts on the FHSC social media platforms, one of which - Archive of the
Week - has proved to be extremely popular and also very useful. Many members
have written to inform me of breakthroughs they have made thanks to archives
that I have highlighted in my weekly post.

So that FHSC members who do not wish to join Facebook or Twitter don’t miss
out, I intend to write a regular article about some of these links for the
ANCESTOR. The archives I highlight are always free to access and although not
necessarily Cheshire or even UK-based will hopefully still be of interest. 

Masonic Periodicals Online
www.masonicperiodicals.org
Freemasonry is one of the oldest social and charitable organisations in the
world. Organised freemasonry began in 1717, when freemasons from four
London lodges met to form the world’s first Grand Lodge. During this time
there was a boom in periodicals (magazines and daily newspapers) emerging
from London’s busy city culture. Coffee houses and taverns were places of
discussion and gossip most frequently conducted by men. So it was no surprise
that several periodicals aimed specifically at freemasons eventually appear
towards the end of the century. Few complete series of these periodicals have
survived in libraries and they have only limited indexes. Masonic Periodicals
Online enables the most significant masonic periodicals from 1790 to 1900 to
be searched. 

Papers Past
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/
From the National Library of New Zealand, the site gives free access to and
allows the download of New Zealand-based newspapers, magazines,
periodicals and journals as well as letters, diaries and parliamentary papers.
Being a Commonwealth country, many of the earlier newspapers contain a lot
of UK content.
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Gallica
https://gallica.bnf.fr/accueil/en/content/accueil-en
The French newspaper archive, part of the Bibliotheque Nationale de France
(The National Library of France), is one of the major digital libraries available
free via the Internet. It provides access to any type of document: printed
documents (books, press and magazines) in image and text mode, manuscripts,
sound and iconographic documents, maps and plans. Gallica is intended for all
readers, whether users just having a look, booklovers, students or academics.

The Modern Records Centre and University of Warwick Library
Special Collections
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/archives_online/archivesonline
This archive has thousands of documents available online, contained in digital
collections, online exhibitions and more, including British history records
relating to crime and punishment, education, feminism, food and drink, health
and welfare, politics and protest, race and migration, science and technology,
sport and leisure, the world wars and Britain and working life.
Content from many countries around the world can also be found.

Archives and Special Collections at the University of Salford
www.salford.ac.uk/library/archives-and-special-collections
Collections include:
The Brass Band News Archive, with searchable copies of the monthly journal
Brass Band News dated 1881-1856.
The Arthur Hopcraft Papers, one of the great scriptwriters of his day, well-
known for his TV plays such as The Nearly Man, and for his small screen
adaptations such as Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy, Hard Times and Bleak House.
The Butterworth Brothers Archive, a glass-making company based in Newton
Heath, Manchester. Its earliest constituent company, Atherton and Whalley,
was founded in 1795.
The Duke of Bridgewater Archive, Francis Egerton, 3rd Duke of Bridgewater,
the 'Canal Duke'.

Historical Hospital Admissions Record Project (HHARP)
http://hharp.org/
HHARP provides access to over 140,000 admission records for the dates 1852-
1921 for four children’s hospitals: three in London - the Great Ormond Street
Hospital, the Evelina and the Alexandra Hip Hospital for Children - and the
Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Glasgow. Family and local historians will
find a treasure trove of information on Victorian families and healthcare in
Victorian and Edwardian London and Glasgow – but I have seen cases of
children from across the country being treated at the London Hospitals .



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR Dec 202021

The Institute of Historical Research
www.history.ac.uk
The UK’s national centre for history, dedicated to supporting historians of all
kinds. An absolute wealth of resources and my best advice is to click on the
Research tab on the top left of the home page; this will display a list of headings
to start you off.

The Sifter
https://thesifter.org/
A publicly available searchable database which is designed to help with finding,
identifying and comparing historical and contemporary writing on food and
related topics. Its source publications are printed and manuscript cookbooks,
periodicals, and any other writings that shed light on how and why people have
cooked and eaten as they have done since before the invention of writing. In
addition to cookbooks it includes works on architecture, medicine, etiquette,
agriculture – anything, in fact, that will shed light on the universal human
occupations of producing, preparing, and consuming food. There are some
fantastic old cookery books to search through. 

Histpop - The Online Historical Population Reports Website
www.histpop.org/ohpr/servlet/
An online resource of almost 200,000 pages of all the published population
reports created by the Registrars-General and its predecessors for England and
Wales and for Scotland for the period 1801–1920, including all census reports
for the period 1801–1937, along with ancillary archival material from the
National Archives, and critical essays contextualising much of the material. The
whole resource will illustrate the changing demographic structure of Britain
and Ireland over this period, and for the first time researchers will be able to
search and browse the entire collection of published pre-World War Two census
and registration material for the British Isles.

These represent just a small selection of the archives mentioned on the FHSC
social media platforms in my Saturday section. To get the latest news, follow
the society on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CheshireFamilyHistory) or Twitter
(https://twitter.com/FHSofCheshire).

1920 News: New Road Tax for Motor Vehicles
From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
On January 1st, 1921, the new scale of taxes will come into force, and each car
will be taxed at £1 p.a. per rated horse-power... It has been calculated that the
new taxation will result in the collection of £9,025,000 from motorists... It has
been promised that the majority of this will be spent on road maintenance.
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If you have any comments about any of the articles in the ANCESTOR please share them
- I’d love to hear from you! Just send an email to editor@fhsc.org.uk including your
name and membership number, and tell me if you also want your email address to be
printed so other researchers can contact you.

SURNAME SETBACKS

On page 41 of the September issue Dave Williams wrote of difficulties reading
certain handwritten capital letters, and I have very good reason to add to his
list the letters S and L, which frustrated the research of a group of us for years
- decades even. We had all run into the same brick wall researching our
LONGHURST ancestry, but in about 2008 we had a tip-off from a
SONGHURST researcher that we might have been misreading our ancestor’s
name.  SONGHURST was a name none of us knew existed.  We all shared the
same ancestor and had all been certain she was a LONGHURST who had lost
that surname when she married in 1823, but the tip-off prompted me to track
her brothers forward in time to the mid-to-late-1800s, by when the handwritten
letters L and S had become as different as they are on this page.

It wasn’t at all easy because the census records were littered with mis-
transcriptions, but I was eventually able to establish that the family were indeed
SONGHURSTs.  When we went back to re-examine the records we had
previously found on websites such as Ancestry and particularly FamilySearch,
we found that the name SONGHURST had routinely been transcribed as
LONGHURST, though the post-1837 GRO records proved to be very reliable,
and the happy outcome was that the brick wall collapsed.

The problem we had encountered is that the handwritten copperplate letters S
and L formed by many officials were often indistinguishable until the middle
years of the 19th century.  It’s the same problem that causes people to be excited
to see that their ancestor was a lawyer, when in fact he had spent his working
day in a shallow pit with sawdust falling on him, until it was his turn to man
the other end of the saw.

Ian Cameron
Bramhall Group Website Administrator

Letters to the Editor
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DOUBLE FIRST COUSINS

I was interested and smiled when I read about Victoria Doran’s find of cousin
relationships in the last issue (CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, Sept 2020, page 66). I have
the same situation in my close family.

My mother, born in 1909, was one of twelve children.
Two of her brothers, E and G married two sisters, and each couple had two
children. Another of her brothers, A, and a sister, B, married siblings and had
three children. Therefore I have seven cousins who are double first cousins.

I would also like to let you know that the emailed Lockdown Newsletters that
have been coming through during the difficult summer months have been very
much appreciated. Thank you to all the team for your efforts to keep FHSC
going so well.  It is very much appreciated.

Angela Mills
Membership no. 5676

LOCKDOWN NEWSLETTER POSTCARD CHALLENGE

Readers of the FHSC emailed lockdown newsletter are invited to claim the
postcard if they have a family connection to the sender or recipient.

The postcard challenge in Newsletter 12 was a photograph of Gawsworth
Church near Macclesfield, postmarked 19 April 1911 Macclesfield, sent to Miss
Maud Carr of (I thought) Bumble Bee Bank, Alton, Staffordshire, with the
message Dear Maud, I hope you like the P.C. Fread Haywood send is best love & shall
be very glad to see you. Hope all are well yours Truely Fred.

Elizabeth Myers (membership no. 6999) wrote:
I've just been reading the latest excellent Lockdown Newsletter and, regarding
the postcard of Gawsworth Church, I read the address as Humble Bee Bank,
not Bumble Bee Bank. I've just looked at it on Google Earth and it's a large farm
near Alton with a big mill pond.  Maybe the Miss CARR who the card was
addressed to lived at the farm in those days?

Jennifer Lever wrote:
Maud was born in the last quarter of 1887. In the 1901 census she is with her
family at Humble Bee Bank. In 1911 Maud is a general servant living with
Gertrude and John Bloom Ford, of Holm Lea, Chester Road, Macclesfield.
Gertrude and John have a son, Roland, aged eighteen and following his father
into motor engineering, and a daughter, Marion, who is fifteen and at school.
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Help Wanted

1936 death of the "Son of Buffalo Bill" in Chester

Although I live in Cheshire (Knutsford), I don’t do much researching of
Cheshire records, so may be a little “green” when it comes to the various sources
available to FHSC members.

I’m trying to find out more about the circumstances of the death and burial of
a “Wild West” music hall artist who died in Chester in 1936. I would normally
start by telling you his name and age, but he had so many different stage-names
and aliases - and was a convicted fraudster - so there are different versions in
different records. There’s also a suggestion of dementia (memory loss) at the
end of his life, which may explain some discrepancies regarding his name and
age; but I’m still convinced that the various records I have refer to the same
individual.

I have his death certificate, details of his burial in a public grave in Chester, and
four brief newspaper articles about his death: one from the Cheshire Observer,
others from as far as Nebraska, California and Australia. I would like to know
if there might be other sources available, including other Cheshire newspapers,
pauper’s records, etc. Given the conflicting recording of his details, I’m trying
to build some consensus of the facts, if that makes sense.

The basic records regarding his death and burial in Chester are:

Death Certificate: 
William CODY, aged 78 died at 57 Hoole Lane, Chester (the City Hospital, I
believe) on 13 December 1936. He was described as an actor, of 20 Bold Square,
Chester (home in 1939 to Henry R CUTHBERTSON, an actor born 15 Feb 1917).

Burial Record:
Overleigh Old Cemetery, William CODY, aged 78 died at 57 Hoole Lane,
Chester, on 13 December 1936 of cardiac failure and bronchitis, buried on 18
December.
Theatrical organisations covered the costs of the funeral, according to at least
one newspaper article, but, in reality, he’s in an unmarked grave with multiple
occupants from that month (No. GA/865, Page 47), so I don’t know what
happened there.
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Cheshire Observer (Saturday, 26 December 1936, page 2):
Son of “Buffalo Bill” – Death of Mr C. R. in City Hospital 
Charles Raven CODY, son of Lew CODY, well known as “Buffalo Bill” … aged 78,
and the last surviving member of the family, was a famous circus performer … For the
last three weeks he had been staying in Chester with Mrs. ASTLE, of 20 Bold Square.
He was champion rodeo rider of the world for fifteen years. The funeral took place on
Friday last week at Chester Cemetery.

San Bernardino Sun (Volume 43, 21 December 1936, page 15):
Buffalo Bill's Son Buried as a Pauper 
Charles Raven CODY, 78, who claimed to be a son of Buffalo Bill CODY, was buried
in a pauper’s grave … He died penniless in the Chester City Hospital.

Lincoln Nebraska State Journal (22 December, 1936, page 3):
Not Thought Cody's Son - Man said Famous Scout Was His Father. 
Theatrical organizations, which assumed the responsibility of the paying for the funeral
of Charles Raven CODY, were still trying to settle the costs after burial services
Saturday. CODY, who claimed to be the last of three sons of William (Buffalo Bill)
CODY, died in a hospital Dec. 13. … CODY’s assertion of relationship to the famous
American cowboy, however, was not supported by documentary evidence. Police and
hospital authorities said they could confirm neither his identity nor his nationality.

Singleton Argus (25 January 1937, page 2):
Claimed to be the son of “Buffalo Bill” 
Charles Raven CODY, who claimed to be the son of Colonel William CODY, the
original “Buffalo Bill” was buried in a pauper’s grave at Chester (Eng.) last week. …
His possessions included a pair of riding “chaps” (cowboy’s shaggy trousers) branded
by the Duke of Windsor [who, incidentally, had abdicated 2 days before CODY’s death].
Mr CODY has an adopted daughter living in England, but all efforts to trace her have
failed. He died without seeing her.

Theatrical Background:
He was a music hall Wild West artist who went by the name of Chief Raven
Cloud CODY, also Chief Raven Cloud, Raven Cloud CODY, plus Noel CODY
and William CODY. He also claimed to be American, a Scout for the US
Government, a lasso world champion, an expert shot, and the son of Buffalo
Bill CODY.

He appeared with several different stage assistants/partners and managed to
shoot two of them, one in the forehead on stage (she luckily survived), and one
in their lodgings while cleaning his gun - she sadly died, but he got away with
it. He also shot himself in the foot the day before WWI officially broke out.
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Criminal background: 
He was also a fraud and a charlatan, and was not unknown to the police. He was
mentioned in at least one book on animal cruelty, for the way he treated his
stage pony. He was prosecuted for, among other things, assaulting audience
members who commented on his act, and for fraud. On one occasion, he went
to prison for taking money for pretending to cure the sick - he claimed to cure
blindness by licking the patients’ eyeballs! Yuck!

The People (22 January 1933, page 17):
Can Anyone Help? 
Variety artist, Mr. Chief Raven CODY, aged 63, is still missing, and may be suffering
from loss of memory. His grey hair hangs to his shoulders, and he wears cowboy clothes.
His partner, Phyllis HURST of 43 Columbia Road, Grimsby, asks readers of “The
People” to help in tracing him.

His partner performed the “Sleep of Death” act with him, under her stage name
Femastine. In her 1946 marriage to the uncle of a friend of mine, she said her
father was Raven Cloud CODY (dec.), but he was NOT her biological father.
This is probably the adopted daughter he referred to when dying in Chester. Her
mention of memory loss may explain some of the discrepancies in the Chester
reports and records.

The Truth? 
His real name was Samuel GALE, and he was from Yorkshire, the son of Robert
Leonard GALE of Bradford. He "married" several women, at least one legally,
and had a son with Lilian Mary SHAW (30 Mar 1889 - 9 Apr 1926) from
Stockport, Cheshire, who was registered in 1926 as Samuel Raven GALE.

The only legal marriage I can find for the man who called himself CODY was
in 1917 in Scotland, when Samuel Raven GALE (widowed, horse-breaker, son
of Robert Leonard GALE) married professional dancer Alice Maud METCALFE.

I have more information about him, including photographs, his Yorkshire
family tree, and lots of newspaper reports from FindMyPast/British Newspaper
Archive, but only one report about his death, from the Cheshire Observer.

Any help or advice on finding out more on his last days in Chester in 1936
would be much appreciated. 

John Wynne 
Membership no. 10136
johnwynne2004@btinternet.com
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by Ian Hartas
Webmaster and software author for the Local BMD Project

In the summer of 2000 the Family History Society of Cheshire (FHSC) was
approached by the Cheshire West registrar to help place some of their marriage
indexes online. These were put on the FHSC website by their webmaster at the
time, Brett Langston. About a month later, the South Cheshire Family History
Society (SCFHS) was asked by the Cheshire Central Registrar to start placing
his office's records online. This was done by the SCFHS webmaster, Ian Hartas. 

In September the two societies decided to combine these resources and the
Cheshire BMD website was born. It opened to the public in October 2000 as a
joint development between Brett Langston and Ian Hartas. The SCFHS later
merged back into the FHSC to become its Crewe Group.

Various other family history societies showed an interest and so Cheshire BMD
was closely followed by Yorkshire BMD, Lancashire BMD, Staffordshire BMD
and North Wales BMD. These all used the website layout designed by Brett
Langston and the search software created by Ian Hartas. After several years, at
the request of the registrars, the software initially developed for the Cheshire
BMD website became known as the Local BMD Project. 

The UKBMD.org.ukwebsite was created to link all the websites placing the local
BMD indexes online. It is now accompanied by the UKGDL and UKMFH
websites, providing thousands of links to websites with online genealogical
data; hence there is a subtle but very important distinction between the various
local BMD websites and UKBMD.org.ukwebsite itself. 

The Cheshire BMD project is now twenty years old, and work still continues.
New data is added to the various websites regularly, although the recent Covid-
19 outbreak has slowed a lot of the transcription work. It's all done by
volunteers - so many thanks to all the volunteer transcribers, coordinators and
others who have been involved with the project over the years. 

Links: 
http://CheshireBMD.org.uk 
http://LocalBMD.info 
https://UKBMD.org.uk 

Twenty Years of Cheshire BMD
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by Margaret Roberts
Social Media Officer

social.media@fhsc.org.uk 

A basic introduction to oral history for family and local historians.

The people around us have amazing stories to tell and we can learn so much if
we listen to them. Oral history is one way of capturing some of these stories, so
that we can preserve, share, and learn from them.

In simple terms, oral histories are recordings of people telling their stories.
Usually, this is just one person (the narrator) with the person making the
recording (the interviewer). But there’s more to oral history than pressing the
record button and having a chat. People’s stories are personal, and valuable;
they need to be treated with respect. This is a brief introduction to recording
oral history, either within a family context or in the community. It is not a
substitute for formal training, but it should help you to feel more confident in
recording oral histories responsibly – and encourage you to enjoy it!

Oral history is a way of understanding human lives in the past. Recording and
reflecting on one person’s lived experience is a different kind of history to that
found in documents and official records. Our memories are not perfect. If you
want to find out exact dates, times and places, there might be other ways to do
this, and you might want to double-check what you are told.

What is Oral History?
Oral history means recording someone’s story. To do this you need to set up a
meeting, ask questions, and listen to the answers.

Equipment
Ideally, you will be using a digital recorder. Tapes can easily be damaged, and,
increasingly, people do not have the equipment to play them on. Avoid them if
at all possible! Make sure you know how your recording equipment works.
Practise recording. Listen back to check the quality. Experiment with it. Try it
at different angles and distances from the person you are recording. Ideally find
someone else to practise with first – a friend, or family member, or if part of a
project then someone you are working with. A dedicated voice recorder with

Recording Oral History



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR Dec 202029

microphone is best, but for small family projects you may be able to use a voice
recorder app on your mobile phone, or even a video camera.

Where to Meet
Choose somewhere quiet; listening is much harder with lots of background
noise. Discuss possible options with the person you will interview – the narrator
– and try to give them as much choice as you can. It is important that you are
both comfortable. Whether you know the narrator already or not, spend some
time talking in general before you turn on the recorder. Remind them of what
the interview is for, and of how the process works. At the start of every
recording, ask the narrator to state their name and their date of birth. If they do
not wish to give the exact date, just the year is great. You may also wish to state
your own name and the date of recording. Check the recorder is working.

Questions
Ask ‘open questions’ – questions that don’t have one simple answer. Allow your
narrator to tell you what is interesting about their story. Start with fairly general
questions. If there are particular things you want to ask about, write them down
before the interview and keep the list to hand. It’s fine to ask about these
directly, but try to balance what you want to hear with what your narrator
wants to talk about. It is their story. If they say something that you find
interesting, or surprising, ask them to say more about it. But remember, this is
not an interrogation. Your job is to try to understand the story you are being
told, and the person telling it to you, not to ‘catch them out’.

Listening
It’s important that your narrator feels that you are listening to them, and that
you are interested in what they are saying. Give them time to think, and to
answer. If there is a pause, it can be very tempting to jump in and say
something. Try to resist the urge as long as possible! Don’t forget, your body
language and facial expressions can help and encourage the narrator even if
you are not actually saying anything. An oral history interview is not a Q&A
session. It should be conversational – don’t just stick to a script of questions,
you can respond to what they say – but, equally importantly, it is not a general
chat. Before the interview, you will have worked out the basic topics you want
to talk about and told the narrator what these are. If you find that you’re talking
about something completely unrelated, then remind them of this and try to
bring the interview back on track.

Narrators
Once you know what you want to learn – for example, the history of a local
area – think about who might be able to tell you about it.
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Narrators will not remember everything. They might get some details wrong.
They might exaggerate some events or leave others out. An oral history is not a
neutral ‘eyewitness’ account. The narrator is looking back on what they did, or
what happened around them, in the past. The most important thing is that the
narrator understands why you are talking to them, what will happen, and their
rights. All of these apply all of the time: before, during, and after the interview.

Why?
What are you interested in finding out? Why do you want to record that
person’s story?

You need to prepare a general sheet of information about your project. You
should share this with any narrators before you interview them. Have a chat
with them about it when you meet. They will be interested in why you want to
speak to them.

How?
How will an interview work? When and where will it happen? What happens
next?

Include information about the interview process on your information sheet.
Make it clear to narrators that you want to make – and keep – a recording of
the interview, and that other people will be able to listen to it. Some people
might feel nervous about being interviewed, or wonder why you are interested
in what might just have been their daily life. Try to set their mind at ease.

Rights
What if they change their mind? What can you do with the recording?

Make it clear to narrators that they can stop being involved at any time.
Narrators should sign a consent form, and both you and they should keep a
copy. This form should also tell them that they can change their mind, and how
to contact you if they do.

Remember that people’s stories are precious and can open doors on history that
would otherwise remain shut. Listen carefully and be ready to learn from them. 

Informed Consent, and Vulnerable Individuals
It is your job to make sure your narrator understands the project, and their
rights, and that they agree to get involved on this basis. This is called informed
consent, and is your most important responsibility. For most adults, this is a
straightforward process. It is important but does not need to be scary!  
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While the ethical considerations are different in a small/private family based
project compared to a more formal research project, if you wish to share any of
the stories in any way you must be sure that they understand what this might
mean, where their story will be shared, in what format and what public access
there might be. 

For all under-18s, the very elderly, and vulnerable adults - those with learning
difficulties or physical disabilities - you need to approach informed consent with
greater care and attention. You should not do this without specialist training.

Summary

Be responsible: make sure your narrator understands what you are doing•
and gives informed consent.
Listen! Try not to interrupt – give your narrator the chance to tell their story.•
Choose a quiet, comfortable place for the interview.•
Understand your equipment.•
Thank your narrator after the interview and make sure they know how to•
contact you, or someone who knows about the project if it is part of a
community undertaking. 

Further Reading
The Oral History Society offers training, guidance and a community for oral•
historians, as well as some resources online: www.ohs.org.uk
The British Library Sounds Collection has many recordings available online:•
https://sounds.bl.uk/Oral-history
The Oral History Association, based in the USA, offers a wealth of ideas•
and resources: www.oralhistory.org
This list of web-based guides on doing oral history is a great place to start:•
www.oralhistory.org/web-guides-to-doing-oral-history/
NHS at 70: The Story of our Lives is a major oral history project in the UK:•
www.nhs70.org.uk
Learn how the NHS at 70 project has been affected by and adapted to the•
effects of Covid-19: http://oralhistoryreview.org/current-events/nhs-70-covid-19/
A FamilySearch article at www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-2/•
emphasises how rewarding it can be to build a connection to our family and
its past. Oral history in particular allows you to do this in an immediate and
human way - you are in the room with someone, getting to know more
about them and their life.
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by Christopher Johnson
Grandson of member Sue Johnson

Benjamin Butcher BRADSHAW was a British soldier who served in the Border
Regiment from 1916 until 1917 and, later, the Labour Corps until 1919. He
survived the war, although the injury he suffered during it led to his life ending
prematurely in 1939. He served in France and was awarded the Victory and
British War Medals. He was my 2x great-uncle (the brother of my great-
grandmother Lena BRADSHAW).

I was asked to research a soldier of the war for a school Year 8 history project.
I wanted to research someone in my family, and Ben’s distinctive name, height
(I am also quite short!) and remembered cheekiness appealed to me.

Discovering his experiences was a challenge. I was lucky enough to have others’
memories of him; a little brown book in which his mother recorded important
events; and some photographs (all of which were lent to me by my
grandmother, Sue Johnson). I was also able to access his medal records on
Ancestry (free for V.E. day), and battalion war diaries were available  on the
National Archives website free of charge, due to the Covid-19 crisis. Rosie
Rowley, FHSC editor, found his pension record for me. Nevertheless, the lack
of a service record made it difficult to ascertain his battalion, and some parts of
the story did not quite fit. This is what I think happened to Ben, and how he
felt about it.

Ben’s Life before the First World War
Benjamin Butcher BRADSHAW was born on 9th July 1891 in Woodstock,
Oxfordshire, the fifth of eleven children. In 1911, he was living in a small
terraced house in Stockport with his parents and six siblings. This was not a
privileged household, and Ben would have felt the pressure to earn money. 

Ben was talented in civilian life. His siblings were bright, and many of them
managed to find ‘middle-class’ jobs after leaving school. Ben joined Freeman,
Hardy and Willis, and by the age of 23 was managing a shop. In 1914, he must
have felt well placed, as is suggested by the proud way he poses in a photo
taken at the time. 

Benjamin Butcher Bradshaw: a Great War Story
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Ben in 1914-1916
In 1914, Ben was 23 and in good health. He did not join the army until 1916.
There are good reasons for this. He had a chance to have a better life than his
parents, and a position of authority he would not have had in the Army, as most
officers were from richer backgrounds. Family memories recall him as naturally
disrespectful, which may have made him mistrust propaganda and dislike army
discipline. 

Ben 1916-1917: The Borderers
Ben probably chose to join up because of the Military Service Act of January
1916, which introduced conscription from 2nd March 1916. The first datable
event in his war record is when his mother records that he went to training in
Whitchurch on 14th February 1916. As it typically took two weeks from enlisting
to beginning training, it seems Ben knew this Act had been passed when he
joined. By choosing to enlist, he was able to join a regiment of his choice instead
of the training battalions set up to handle the 1916 conscripts. From his cap
badge in photographs and his medal award, we know he chose the Borderers.
I doubt he would have joined up without conscription, as he could have joined
earlier if he had wished to. He was one of the last British volunteer soldiers of
the First World War.

Ben was sent to Prees Heath camp for training - the only camp in Whitchurch.
Apart from some units of the 11th, who wore a different cap badge from the
one Ben wears in photographs, the only Borderers battalion at Prees Heath on
that date was the 12th battalion. This was a training unit which was set up to
train soldiers for other battalions.

His mother’s little brown book shows Ben returned home from training on 11th
December. The fact his mother wrote this down shows both of them must have
known they might not see each other again. He left for France on 19th December
1916.

By 1916, new recruits were sent as reinforcements to existing battalions. This
makes it difficult to trace Ben’s service record from this point on. He served in
France, and so he could have joined the 1st, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th or 11th Battalions.
He was not wearing the 11th Battalion cap badge in a photo with his brothers,
and the 7th was at that time a cavalry unit. Battalion diaries do not help, as they
did not record non-officer reinforcements. Ben’s mother noted that he was
wounded on the 5th June 1917, confirmed by a report in the Cumberland News.
Of all the possible units, only one recorded casualties in the first week of June:
the 8th. It therefore seems likely that he joined the 8th Battalion in France.



CHESHIRE ANCESTOR Dec 202034

The Battalion diary gives some idea of Ben’s life at the front. He served between
two major battles: the Somme, in 1916, and the Ypres battles of 1917. The
Battalion’s casualties were fewer than fifty every month he served, and for three
of those months in single figures. The Battalion diary records: time in the line;
times when billeted behind the line; training, and an occasional concert.
Roughly one fifth of the seven months Ben spent at the front was in the line.
His experience of war was not the adventure shown by the government in
propaganda, nor the futile ‘pushes’ that have become so symbolic of WWI.

On the 5th June 1917, the little brown book records Ben was wounded in France.
The Battalion diary records a bombardment on the 4th June with one wounded,
and four others were wounded or killed on the 5th June. One of these men must
have been Ben. Family memory is clear that Ben was gassed. His war pension
record shows that after the war he was left with the effects of a gunshot wound
and bronchitis, which fits with the Battalion diary and with the idea of gas.

The use of poison gas came to symbolise the horrors of the First World War.
Originally deployed on a large scale by the Germans in April 1915 and by the
British in September 1915, by 1917 both sides were using gas, usually delivered
in artillery shells. Gas caused asphyxiation, irritation and swelling of the skin
and eyes and potential blindness. By the time of Ben’s injury, respirators were
becoming more common, and the small number of casualties suggest that he
may not have been able to get his on in time, that it was faulty, or that his system
was more easily affected. He may just have been unlucky to be closer to the
shell than others. In Ben’s case, he was clearly sent home wounded as the next
entry in his mother’s brown book records him going back to France. 

We know Ben saw his family while
recovering from his injuries, as there is a
photo of him with his brothers, Harry and
Alf. This must have been taken between
June and October 1917, as this was the only
time both Harry and Ben were in uniform
and Ben was at home. He may also have met
his wife, Mary McCARTHY, at this time, as
he married her too soon after his return in
1919 to have not met her before. For Ben and
his family his breathing difficulties must
have been an awful shock. He must have felt
very lucky to meet Mary just as his life
seemed so changed. Ben was getting on with
his life even as he realised it would not be
the life he had hoped for.
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Ben 1917-19: The Labour Corps
Ben returned to France on October 31st, 1917 as a member of the Labour Corps.
Early in the war, each battalion had been responsible for their own logistics.
However, the British Army later established The Labour Corps to carry out
these tasks. As they were not active infantry soldiers, they did not need to be as
fit. He most likely changed roles as he failed the main army medical check but
passed the one for the Labour Corps. Clearly, Ben’s lungs never recovered and
the Army recognised this. Ben would have been involved in difficult work, often
in sight of the enemy, and keeping communications and supplies moving in the
mud of the battlefields around Ypres in winter 1917-18 must have been
extremely difficult. 

Family tradition records he was ‘demoted’ on joining the Labour Corps. Yet his
medal record says he maintained his rank of Acting Corporal and so this
probably represents his feeling that the Labour Corps was a second rate unit,
or was a result of later disputes over his pension. 

On October 21st, 1918, very near to the end of the war, Ben returned home again
on leave. He was sent to France a third time on 5th November 1918, just six days
before the Armistice. He stayed in France until 1919, helping to recover bodies
from the battlefields and bury the dead. This must have been a terrible task.

Ben after the war

Family tradition relates that Ben was weak after the war. He was unable to
return to his previous job and was instead offered a post at the Widnes shop.
He could not have managed this but for the help of his wife, Mary, who he
married at West Derby, Liverpool on 5th July 1919, almost exactly two years
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after he was wounded in France. Their first daughter was born on July 22nd,
1920. Twins Stephen and Peter were born on the 16th July 1921; sadly, Peter
died the same day. Ben and Mary’s final child, Frances, was born on 31st August
1925. My grandma remembers her well.

Ben is remembered as being bitter about the war: angered with how it left him,
yet at the same time feeling that he was unheroic. There was a dispute over his
pension, eventually awarded at 20% disability, which may be what is recorded
in some entries that are hard to understand in his mother’s brown book. He is
remembered as having angrily turned his medals down. The official record
instead records his address had changed, which may be a way of disguising the
confrontation. He is even recorded to have said he would have been better off
killed.

A letter from his mother to Ben’s sister, Edith, says that in 1936 Ben could barely
sit up but that Mary was coping well. It is full of concern, and she worries not
only about her son but about her grandchildren. On 11th April 1939 Ben died
of appendix problems. He could not be given an anaesthetic for surgery as the
gas from over twenty years ago had affected his lungs.  The war claimed Ben
twenty years after the Armistice, without his name appearing on any memorial.

Summary
Apart from being my relative, which obviously excites me, Ben’s story is
extraordinary in being so ordinary. He was a victim of the war, not just because
it eventually killed him, but because it seems to have made him feel worse about
himself and taken away the promise of his early life almost as effectively as if
he had been killed. He was changed not in a heroic, terrible battle but by a single
gas shell in a small bombardment in a random trench. He was also someone
who got on with life, and found happiness when and where he could. His story
is not only part of my life, but also part of the story of the British in the First
World War.

1920 News: Wedding Customs
From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
Innovations are always creeping into the fashionable wedding, but it is to be
hoped that the latest idea of cutting away the third finger of the bride’s left
glove will not become a general custom. The uncomfortable pause while the
bride removes this accessory at the altar rails is bad enough, but
disfigurement of the glove is infinitely worse. Another custom that could be
dispensed with is the rice-throwing habit. On a recent occasion, by the time
the carriage was reached the bride’s “going away” outfit was hopelessly
spoiled, and she was obliged to send to the house for something else to wear.
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by Ian Cameron
Bramhall Group Website Administrator

When I was in my mid-teens, around 1960, my dad’s employer gave him
weekend use of one of the firm’s cars, a black Morris Oxford MO, the one that
looked like an inflated Morris Minor.  This was a time when the Manchester
Evening News published booklets called “Let’s Go for a Spin”, and we spent
many a Saturday or Sunday exploring south Lancashire, west Yorkshire and
north Cheshire.

I particularly enjoyed our trips into
Cheshire; perhaps that’s why I’ve
lived here since 1969, opting for a
Cheshire abode when I worked in
Liverpool and then Manchester.  On
those runs out I would see something
I saw nowhere else: black and white
roadside railings on bends and
corners, and as an adult I came to
suspect they were unique to our
county.  Indeed they are, but how did
they come about?

In the late 1920s, the number of private and commercial motor vehicles on
British roads was only a small fraction of what it is today - 1.75 million in 1926
compared with over 38 million today.  Yet roads were far more dangerous
places.  In 1926, 4,900 people were killed on them, and by 1930 this had risen to
a horrifying 7,300.  To put that in context, not once in the last seven years has
the number of road accident deaths exceeded 1,900, despite a phenomenal
increase in road traffic and vehicle speeds, along with a significant growth in
the size of the population.

There were all kinds of reasons for those high death tolls: low-friction road
surfaces; primitive tyres, suspension, brakes and lights; glass that splintered;
bodywork that was unable to withstand a crash; top-heavy, poorly maintained
vehicles; no seat belts or airbags; unwary pedestrians; poor or absent street
lighting; insufficient or inadequate warning signs; untrained and often
incompetent drivers; and so on.  It led to a whole raft of legislation in the 1930s

Cheshire Railings
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which brought us, for example, the Highway Code, the 30mph speed limit,
safety glass in windscreens, zebra crossings, Belisha beacons, standardised road
signs, L-plates and the driving test.  These measures had an immediate effect,
and it was 1964 before the annual road death toll in peacetime exceeded that of
1934, by which time the number of vehicles had increased five-fold.  Today,
road accident death rates have reduced further and are only one-third of the
1960s rates.

The authorities in pastoral Cheshire had
another concern: dense roadside hedges
causing poor sightlines at corners, sharp
bends and junctions.  In 1929 they began a
programme of removing stretches of hedges
and replacing them with very distinctive
black and white railings, with stanchions
shaped rather like hockey sticks, curving
inwards away from the road and towards the
field.

The fences are still to be found all over the
county, but inevitably there are fewer of
them and they are often in poor condition.
However, they have come to be valued as

part of the fabric and the identity of the county, with some rural communities
tidying them up and repainting them. I suspect someone might even be making
them again, judging from some brand-new ones I saw recently, surrounding an
elevated beer garden behind a Cheshire inn.  The accompanying photos were
taken near the village of Pott Shrigley, north of Macclesfield.

Who knows?  Perhaps you are here only because your parents or grandparents
avoided a fatal accident, thanks to Cheshire railings.

1920 News: Are Milkmaids Agricultural Workers?
From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
The Eddisbury magistrates on Monday decided that milkmaids were not
agricultural workers. The question arises out of a case in which Samuel
WINWARD, farmer, Beeston, was summoned by the Board of Agriculture
for paying less than the minimum rate fixed for agricultural workers, the
employees affected being three female milkmaids... it was contended that
they were not agricultural workers within the meaning of the act. The bench
held this view and dismissed the summons.
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My Lucky Day

Betty Booth
Membership no. 965

This article was placed “Highly Commended” in the FHSC 50th anniversary “Golden
Moment” competition.

Most of my family history research is BC (Before Computers) - very much
slower, of course, but much more fun.  It all started with my great-grandfather’s
diary.  Thomas BORRADAILE JOPSON, born 1845, died 1891.  It gives so much
information on my mother’s side of the family, the BORRADAILE JOPSONs.

In December 1874, when Thomas’ first wife Sarah died, he wrote about their
life together, including many names and dates:

So, died one whom I loved as my own life, and one who also loved me in return.  How
short our pilgrimage together nine years and one week?  How many trials during that
time have we helped each other to bear is known to God alone, they have been neither
few nor small.  Amongst them have been the long sickness and death of our first child
Elizabeth, who died 30th August 1868 aged two years.  Our second child Robert
BORRADAILE who died 12th August 1869 aged 13 months.  Our third child, Thomas
BORRADAILE who died 9th August 1870 age five months and the death of her mother
Jane GREEN who died 17th April 1868 aged 57 years.  Once my dear laid several weeks
in bed suffering from a severe attack of rheumatic fever.  When her life was almost
despaired of, it was while she was so afflicted that we buried our third child Thomas
BORRADAILE.

Again, in the early part of 1871, she took (in common with many thousands more at
that aufle time) that most loathsome diseased “small pocks”, during which time I was
her only nurse.  Although she was very bad, the lord raised her up in time to attend to
me in return.  I was not quite so bad as she was, but bad enough to require good
attention, which to her credit she gave me, and so, I might go on to enumerate until
my hand should through fatigue refuse to use my pen, but they are known to God and
would be of no benefit to any, therefore I leave them to rest with her.

It was very interesting going to visit some of the places Thomas writes about
in his diary, and a good excuse for a few days holiday in the Lake District,
where the family comes from, but I wanted to know more.  So I joined the
Family History Society and set off on my adventure back in time.
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One evening, when I was looking through some books for sale at a meeting in
Liverpool - where I come from - I noticed a book which contained information
on where to find family history information.  That’s interesting, I thought, I
wonder if? I bought it, and it was the best thing I ever did.  A quick look through
and there it was - where to find a book about the BORRADAIL’s of Cumbria.
Was this my lucky day?  Yes, it was!

The BORRADAILE book (Sketch of the BORRADAILE of Cumberland, London:
Maclure and Macdonald, 1881) is in the British Library and could not be
borrowed, so off I went to London to the beautiful old British Library building,
with a round dome, rows of leather-bound books and the desk where famous
people had sat and studied.  I had permission to look at the BORRADAILE
book; when I arrived at the library the book was ready for me.  I was taken
around to the back, behind the rows of fine books and up a little spiral staircase
to another part of the building.  Here, it was quieter.  The BORRADAILE of
Cumberland was brought to me.

It is so good when someone else has already done some of the work for you, I
hope he had as much satisfaction as I did.  I checked all of the details and sorted
out which of the many BORRADAILEs of Cumberland were mine. I found my
BORROWDAILEs (several different spellings, of course) and linked up my own
research, working back from me to where the BORROWDAILE family tree
begins in the book.  I found Thomas, born 1746, son of Arthur of Aikton born
1703, son of John of Glasson born 1661 who was the son of William of Glasson
born 1631.  The book goes on to William, born 1538, but I am happy with the
research I have completed up to and included William 1631, including church
records, wills, and more.

Now, in my old age, I often get out my family tree just to look at.  I will not be
doing much more work on it now.  It started with great-grandfather Thomas’
diary in 1854 and finished with the book in the library in 1631 - and that’s fine
by me.

1920 News: Ladies’ Fashion
From the Macclesfield Advertiser & East Cheshire Gazette, December 1920:
FASHION’S VERDICT FOR THE WINTER - SMART BUT SEVERE: If you
want to be really smart this winter, you must contrive somehow to look rather
severe! “Fluffiness” and frills, except for evening wear, are not in high favour;
walking suits must have a straight tailored effect, and collarless blouses are
being deposed by rather masculine affairs, which completely cover the throat.
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Dave Williams
Membership no. 7539

www.ancestry.co.uk/search/collections/2465/
England & Wales, Civil Divorce Records, 1858-1918

I have been looking at divorce records on Ancestry, some of which have only
appeared very recently. According to the UK Parliament website:

Before 1914 divorce was rare; it was considered a scandal, confined by expense to the
rich, and by legal restrictions requiring proof of adultery or violence to the truly
desperate. In the first decade of the twentieth century, there was just one divorce for
every 450 marriages.

As it did in other areas of social policy, WWI led to reforms of divorce law that put men
and women on a more equal footing. The Matrimonial Causes Act 1923, introduced as
a Private Member’s Bill, enabled either partner to petition for divorce on the basis of
their spouse’s adultery - previously, only a man had been able to do this. A further act
in 1937 offered additional grounds for divorce: cruelty, desertion and incurable
insanity.

So before 1923, a husband could petition for divorce on the grounds of his
wife’s adultery, but a wife seeking divorce had also to cite cruelty, desertion,
or bigamy; adultery alone was not sufficient grounds.

Don’t expect to find a huge number of divorce records before 1920 in your
family tree. But a divorce petition gives details of the date of marriage, birth
dates and full names of living children, and details of addresses where the
couple had lived together as well as where they were living at the date of the
petition - perhaps more details than could be obtained without purchasing
copies of birth and marriage certificates. 

Don’t forget that such details can not only confirm you have found a family
member – they can also rule out false trails! I have found one of each so far. It
is advisable to keep a record of what you have ruled out, and why, otherwise
you might have to go through it all again later. Sometimes, what you thought
was a false trail might eventually turn out to be the story of a rather distant
cousin.

Divorce Records



Gren Dix
Membership no. 7174

The term mistress seems to have gone out of fashion. These days we hear about
cohabitees, and common law wives - the latter having no legal validity.

In earlier years, having a mistress appeared to be the prerogative of the
aristocracy, although there were rumours that at least one Prime Minister
indulged in the pastime.  Stories set a hundred or so years ago in France were
festooned with the middle classes having mistresses and spending most
afternoons with them.

The term concubine was common in the near and far east. It even appeared that
in China a concubine could receive a pension – depending on the years of
service.

While looking through census records I came across the following in the West
Bromwich 1911 census - the only example that I have seen of the relationship
to the head of household being mistress.

Perhaps readers have found other unusual census records?
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The Second-Oldest Profession
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by Chester Guttridge
Membership no. 9193

Passed down to me from my great-grandfather, via his son and my mother, is
a copy of The Tutor's Assistant by Francis WALKINGAME, 1856 edition, revised
by J. R. YOUNG, lately Professor of Mathematics, Belfast College.  It is a 6¾ x
4¼ inch pocket book with a brown cloth hard cover embossed with title, author
and a decorative border.  Several pages are missing.  The last surviving page is
numbered 166 but the text suggests that there was at least one further page.
Judging by scribblings on the front and back fly pages, the book passed into the
childhood hands of my great-aunt Charlotte Ann, who in later life became a
butcher, doubtless able to add simple pounds, shillings and pence sums in her
head, a skill required by shopkeepers and market traders.

The first edition was published in 1751.  Professor YOUNG based his revision
on the 15th and 21st editions, the latter being dated 1775.  For twenty-one earlier
editions to be published in a span of twenty-four years suggests that the book
saw considerable demand.  YOUNG perceived in the earlier editions that the
Rule of Three is based on erroneous views of the doctrine of proportion and is
opposed to the true principles of science.  However, the blemishes, he notes,
being two, cancel each other out and the correct result is still arrived at.
Unfortunately, any explanation that there may have been of these matters was
on the missing pages.

The basic rules of arithmetic - addition, subtraction, multiplication and division,
including long division - are set out in the early chapters, followed by a chapter
on weights and measures and how to apply the rules of arithmetic to them.
Those of us who remember guineas, pounds, half-crowns, florins, shillings,
sixpences, threepenny bits, pennies, halfpennies and farthings, fathoms and
furlongs, rods, poles and perches, chains, acres, and roods - and more - will
remember the complex, tedious and error-prone calculations they gave rise to.

The contents pages of WALKINGAME's book list some subjects that arouse my
curiosity. What is Fellowship without Time - or, indeed, with it?  Fellowship is
when two or more join their stock and trade together, and WALKINGAME
explains how to determine each person's share of the gain or loss, in proportion
to his principal in the joint stock.  With Time adds the further complication when
the partnership was joined for only part of the period under consideration. 

Give Thanks for Metrication
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Alligation, which readers of my article on Joseph SAULS' book in CHESHIRE
ANCESTOR Vol. 49 issue 2 may recall, concerns the proportions of simples that
should be mixed to bear a given price.  WALKINGAME summarises it under
four headings.  Alligation Medial is when the price and quantities of several
simples are given to be mixed, to find the mean price of that mixture.  He goes
further.  Alligation Alternate is when the price of several things are given, to find
such quantities of them as will make a mixture, that may bear a proposed price.
Alligation Partial is when the prices of all the simples, the quantity of only one
of them, and the mean rate are given, to find the several quantities of the rest
in proportion to that given.  Finally, Alligation Total is when the price of each
simple, the quantity to be compounded and the mean rate are given, to find
how much of each sort will make that quantity. It's all a matter of proportions.
I have given up trying to follow the examples because I don't understand the
way the sums are set out.  No doubt dubious traders engaged in diluting
expensive products with cheap alternatives were expert Alligators.

Bills of Parcels I do understand. They are simply the addition of the value of
several items supplied in a parcel.  Eight examples are given, five of which are
of textiles.  John SIMS, a mercer, supplied Mr ISAAC with a parcel containing
various lengths of satin, flowered silk, rich brocade, sarsenet (soft silk fabric
used in lining) velvet and lutestring (a glossy silk or satin fabric).  A linen
draper sold ells of diaper (a fabric - usually cotton or linen - with a distinctive
woven pattern of small repeated figures, especially in a diamond shape) and
of dowlas (a coarse linen fabric) while a woollen draper sold drugget (a coarse
woollen fabric) and shalloon (a light weight twill used for linings).  An English
ell, it may be remembered, measures 20 nails or 45 inches and is not to be
confused with the Flemish ell which measures only 12 nails. 

Position or Rule of False invited my curiosity. It is a rule that, by false or supposed
numbers, taken at pleasure, discovers the true ones required.  It is divided into
single and double. The text goes on to explain the single version of the rule
thus:  As the total of the errors :(is to) the true total ::(so) the supposed number :(is to)
the true one required.

WALKINGAME then gives examples of single and double rules of false.
Single: A schoolmaster being asked how many pupils he had, said, If I had as
many, half as many, and a quarter as many more, I should have 88.
How many had he? Suppose he had 40, add 40, 20 and 10 = 110. As 110 is to
88, so 110 is to 40X88/110= 32. Answer : 32 scholars.
Double: If A, B, and C would divide £200 between them, so that B may have £6
more than A and C £8 more than B.
How much must each have? The answer is A £60, B £66 and C £74.
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Another double: A man going into a garden meets with some ladies, and says
to them, Good morning to you ten fair maids. Sir, you mistake, answered one of
them, we are not ten; but if we were twice as many more as we are, we should be as
many above ten as we are now under. How many were they?

I can't imagine many real-life situations where the Rule of Falsemight be useful.
I remember doing sums like this at school but I don't remember what we called
them.

Also listed in the Table of Contents is Conjoined Proportion, Also Called The Chain
Rule. Here is one of WALKINGAME's examples:

If 140 braces at Venice are equal to 156 braces at Leghorn, and 7 braces at
Leghorn equal to 4 ells English, how many braces at Venice are equal to 16 ells
English?' The answer given is 25 and 80/624. 
How very inconvenient for traders in braces!

As page 100 is missing, I am unable to define the Single Rule of Three Direct, or
its sisters, the Single Rule of Three Inverse, and the Double Rule of Three. They are
listed in the Table of Contents under Vulgar Fractions.

The Government, arithmeticians and wise men and women were by the mid-
nineteenth century turning their thoughts to decimals, not least Professor
YOUNG who added a chapter of forty-three pages to his revised edition of
WALKINGAME's book, and a further four-page section on duodecimals.  In an
appendix, of which the first and final pages are missing, he puts forward his
proposals for decimalization of the coinage. He proposed creating imperial
money units in which there would be 250d. in an imperial pound, 25d. in an
imperial shilling, 2.5d. in an imperial penny and 0.25d in an imperial farthing.
In his example, £9 13s. 7¼d. = £9.293.  In order to avoid offending popular
prejudice and keep the uneducated in ignorance this should be disguised as £9
2s. 9d.  He proposed that his new decimal system be used for accounts only.
Imagine the confusion!  To keep the two systems separate he proposed two
kinds of penny, the copper or common penny (1d.) and a 2.5d. silver penny.
Britain finally bit the bullet in 1971, making the new p equal to 2.4 old d pennies.
Our local greengrocer still prices his goods both per kilogram and per pound,
I'm pleased to say, the latter being more meaningful to me even now.

I have found things to mock, but it was a seemingly much valued book in its
time, written and revised by intelligent and knowledgeable persons. It was of
its time, relevant in its time and cast in the language of its time.
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by Ruth Callaghan
Membership no. 4560

I was born and bred in the Cheshire village of Lymm in the 1940s but now live
on the Wirral.  My parents and grandparents were also born in Lymm and are
now buried in the graveyard of Lymm Parish Church, along with many aunts,
uncles, cousins and siblings.  I think my parents and grandparents merit the
title of Lymm Greys.

During this lockdown I have been considering many of the bygone industries
of Lymm going back to the 16th century, when the population was around 700
- it now exceeds 12,000.  Encouragingly, some industries such as farming and
market gardening are still ongoing. 

The oldest industry for which there is still historical evidence is that of slitting.
This was the making of metal nails and later the making of metal bands used
in cooperage (barrel-making).  Part of the workings of the mill have been
excavated and can be visited today.

With the building of the Bridgewater canal (known locally as the ships’ cut)
came fustian cutting.  Cloth came from Liverpool to workshops at Lymm, and
was sent on to Manchester in the form of a type of velvet.  My mother and
grandmother were employed in this lowly and tedious occupation and there is
evidence still of these workshops in the three storied terraced houses in and
around the village.

Lymm: An Industrious Village

For anyone who likes a challenge, I offer these questions from the book:

1. What length of cord will be fit to tie to a cow's tail, the other end fixed in the
ground, to let her have liberty of eating an acre of grass and no more, supposing
the cow and tail to be 5½ yards. 

2. In 7 cheeses, each weighing 1 cwt. 2 qrs. 5 lbs, how many allowances for
seamen may be cut, each weighing 5 oz. 7 drams?

The answers are at the bottom of page 47.
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Gold-beating was introduced from London and Manchester in the early 20th
century and two relatives of mine were occupied in the workshops, one beating
the gold and the other putting the gold leaf into small “books” – a very delicate
operation.  The workshops were in Grove Avenue and the company was called
Wm. Wright and Sons, Goldbeaters.  The firm employed about twenty or thirty
people, both men and women. I believe there is still some gold-beating taking
place in Lymm now, but at a different location.

Methods of transport expanded with the arrival of the steam train, and Lymm
Station was a place of pride and busyness.  This brought other industries, and
as well as passengers travelling between Warrington and Manchester, the train
also brought mail and newspapers daily.  I had an elderly great-aunt who
carried coal from the station by handcart to her cottage on Danebank Road and
she also sold milk from her single cow! I also had other family members in the
nineteenth century who sold milk, produced by two or three cows, from a yard
tucked away behind some shops on Booths Hill Road.

Lymm also sported a gas works (uncle worked there), salt works at Heatley
(another uncle worked there) and a water works at High Legh.  My maternal
grandfather was a tanner in Thelwall and walked the four miles there and back
every day.  My father was a small tools engineer in a company situated
somewhere at the back of the Fleece Inn in the village near to the Bridgewater
canal. The company, known as the Lancashire Tool Company, moved to a small
factory on Booths Hill Road at the top of Barrs Bank Lane and subsequently
moved to Kerfoot Street, Warrington.

I find it amazing that so many small industries thrived in such a small village.
Of course, there was also domestic work in the larger houses with cooks,
butlers, grooms and saddlers but I think it is fair to say that it was the coming
of the canals (the Bridgewater and the Manchester Ship canal), trains and now
the M6 which have stimulated this already busy village.

Answers to the Questions on page 46

1. 6.136 perches.

2. The answer Walkingame gives is 3563 and 35/87.
Pity the 3564th seaman who only got 35/87th of his cheese allowance or, by
my calculation, very nearly three ounces.
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by David Sewell

Below is a letter sent to the army by a mother about her son, Albert Edward
BLAXLAND, of Dover, Kent. Albert joined the army in July 1919, stating that
he was eighteen years of age, when he was actually only sixteen.  His mother
sent a copy of his birth certificate as proof of his age and he was released from
service in September 1919. We don't know what his mother said to him when
he came back home - that would probably be even more interesting!

Albert Edward Blaxland: Underage Army Recruit
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Thomas Humphries, 
Crewe Station Master (Part 2)

by Roger King
randaking@talktalk.net

The position of station master at Crewe was one of enormous responsibility.
During Thomas Humphries' tenure there was a doubling of both staff (to over
300) and train movements (to over 1,000) and important alterations to the
station. Despite the growing postal and parcel service, with the gradual
concentration of mail exchanges on the platforms, necessitating that all these
services be kept efficiently to timetables, Crewe enjoyed a remarkable immunity
from serious accidents. This was surely attributable to him "being the right man
in the right place", apparently one of those people who worked quietly and
calmly, methodically, without excitement or hustle, getting through an amazing
amount of work.

Held in high esteem throughout his career, it was never greater than at Crewe,
where he always wore a kindly, smiling, cheery countenance, desirous of
helping everyone he met. He displayed a courteous bearing to all alike - even
the humblest passenger - a characteristic which never failed him, making him ever
popular with the travelling public. However, there is one recorded occasion
when the smile was wiped from his face. In his autobiography Railway
Reminiscences(1), published in 1904, George P NEELE, late LNWR
Superintendent of the Line, writes under the heading A Special run, with
disappointing result as follows:

On one of our journeys from Dublin, our Director, Lord Richard Grosvenor, then also
acting as Parliamentary Whip for the Liberal Government… was anxious to be present
in Parliament at an important division. It was arranged that we should run Special by
Mr. Webb’s (the LNWR Chief Mechanical Engineer) coupe and engine, to catch a train
at Crewe. The needful wire announcing our coming was sent, and the speed made was
very great. Unfortunately a detention of three or four minutes arose…. at Tattenhall
Junction, but getting past the blockade, our engine sprang along splendidly, and on
pulling up at the north end of Crewe we were met by Mr. Humphreys (sic), the Station
Master, who, with smiles on his face, told us “We were in time” - it was all right!
Turning to the other end of the platform, what was our dismay to observe the train we
were to join going away for the south without us. Humphreys (sic) was chap-fallen. His
foreman had felt sure from the telegram as to the train running that we could not catch
the express and had started it in the absence of the Station Master. Lord Richard was
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righteously annoyed, but shortly after became reconciled to the position, joined the
succeeding train we had vainly endeavoured to anticipate, and reaching London by it,
managed to attend the Parliamentary division.

Thomas Humphries’ obituary states, It is doubtful whether any official of the
railway service had ever received so many tangible evidences of appreciation as Mr.
Humphries possessed.On his departure from Buckingham for Leighton Buzzard
he was presented with a purse of gold; on moving from the latter to Bletchley
he received a gold watch with the inscription Testimonial PRESENTED TO Mr.
T. Humphries by the employees at LEIGHTON STATION and a few Friends as a token
of the esteem in which he was held by the Subscribers 1871; and on leaving Bletchley
for Crewe he was presented with a marble clock and another purse of gold.

Throughout his long career as a stationmaster he met many of the great and
the good of the period. During his time at Buckingham, Disraeli often made
his way to the stationmaster’s office and beguiled the time of waiting in a chat with
Mr Humphries...  Mr Gladstone, on many occasions when travelling from Chester to
London, and having to change at Crewe, was escorted by Mr Humphries to his office,
sometimes to escape the attentions of a crowded platform, and... he always warmly and
courteously acknowledged the kindness of the station chief. Likewise, the Duke of
Westminster, whose country estate was Eaton Hall, near Chester often used the
stationmaster's sanctum as a waiting room.

His rooms were adorned with tangible evidences of public appreciation. He had signed
portraits of many notable personages hanging on his walls. He received probably not
fewer than 500 presentations from all classes of people, from Royalties, Dukes, Earls,
and others down to humble railway men.

Queen Victoria, who passed through Crewe station on numerous occasions,
expressed her appreciation of the arrangements made for her comfort and safe
travel. In 1881 and 1882 Elisabeth, the then Empress of Austria, travelled via
Crewe to Combermere Abbey, on the Cheshire/Shropshire border, which she
rented for the hunting season of March and April. The imperial railway carriage
was kept at Crewe and on these visits Her Majesty was always met by Thomas
Humphries. He received appreciation of his attentiveness and courteous
demeanour on each occasion; firstly, with a gift of a beautiful ring set with
diamonds and rubies and secondly, a set of cuff studs set with diamonds. 

On his retirement from the company's services after 43 years Lord Crewe, on
behalf of the Cheshire, Staffordshire and Shropshire county families, presented him
with a beautifully illustrated address and a cheque for £657 in recognition of
his services. This is a truly amazing sum, equivalent to about £50,000 today.
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The directors and staff of the LNWR presented him with a silver tea and coffee
service, handed to him by Mr R Turnbull, Superintendent of the Line, successor
to the aforementioned George P Neele.

Despite his retirement with ill health, Thomas Humphries lived to celebrate his
golden wedding anniversary in September 1909, the photograph above being
taken at the time.

Just over three years later, on 12 December 1912, Thomas died of cerebral
haemorrhage and heart failure. He was interred two days later in the
churchyard of St Michael and All Angels, Crewe Green, in a grave with a simple
headstone. The newspaper report of his funeral noted that throughout the day
flags were flown at half-mast on various railway buildings in the town. As the cortege
approached the gateway of the church the funeral bell was tolled, and the railway officials
lined each side of the approach. His wife of 53 years, Catherine, died in 1915 and
was interred in the same grave, whilst five of their children are buried in
adjacent graves. 

Bibliography
1.  George P. Neele – Railway Reminiscences (page 219), McCorquodale & Co.,
London 1904.

Unless otherwise stated all quotations are from the Crewe Chronicle.
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by Gren Dix
Membership no. 4174

There are some strange things to be found in parish registers.

Here are the baptisms/births and burials of the children of John BYE, a
shopkeeper, of Larling, Norfolk:

Baptised Name Buried
13 Nov 1820 Elizabeth BYE
4 Jan 1824 John BYE
2 Apr 1827 John Avis BYE 14 Jun 1827, age 2 months

John’s first wife, Elizabeth, was buried 9 May 1827, aged 31 years, and on 22
July 1829 John married Elizabeth Lock EDWARDS. After that, I found...

18 Jun 1830 Barahiah BYE
27 May 1831 Benjamin BYE 25 Aug 1831, age 4 months
5 Sept 1832 Bartimeus BYE 19 Oct 1832, “an infant”
9 Aug 1833 Bartholomew BYE 24 Oct 1833, age 11 weeks
21 Aug 1834 Bathsheba BYE 7 Aug 1849, age 15 years
24 Oct 1835 Barbara BYE
19 Mar 1837 Barnabas BYE
12 Sep 1838 Bartimeus BYE

1840 Boadicea BYE 18 Aug 1840, age 2 months
1841 Bithiah BYE
1843 Berrish BYE
1844 Benniah BYE
1849 Barzillai BYE
1850 Barjona BYE 25 Sep 1857, age 7
1852 Boadicea BYE

A total of fifteen children, all with the initials ‘B.B.’!

Are there any other contenders for the title of most siblings with the same
initials?

Silly B
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Way back in the June 2009 edition, I opened up the topic
of the FamilySearch Digitisation Project.  I sensed then the
importance of their digitisation plans, and also considered
the likely conflict with parish register transcription projects
taking place in societies like ours.  At the time, I expressed
my personal view that this project was undoubtedly the
most significant thing going on in the genealogical world.
Transcribing parish registers to stretch Information
Technology into constructive coverage of 19th or even 18th
century data is complex work - that was definitely going

to well and truly lick the invention of sliced bread!
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Filtering Data from Family Tree Analyzer
by Paul Reeve

Following on from my article in the last issue, I decided I wanted to be able to
see who I needed to find records for, without running FTA every time.  I
decided to develop a spreadsheet which would filter the data in manageable
chunks, such as each `type’ of ancestor, each census etc.  The spreadsheet is
called FTA Output to do list.xlsm.

GJ: Apologies to Paul but I am way out of space to include the whole of this
article, so I propose to incorporate it as a PDF along with the spreadsheet on
the website at: Cheshire Ancestor > Net That Serf > Articles Too Long

Online Family Trees - FamilySearch
by Geoff Johnson

Right back in the early days of researching my family tree, it became apparent
that, whilst they were mildly interested, other members of my family did not
have my passion and deep interest for the subject.  No further interest has ever
developed.  I’ve continually wondered what may eventually happen to my
efforts.  It’s all closely guarded in my well and truly offline Family Historian
program and associated records, all backed-up to the hilt.  My executors should
be able to find it!

I have often thought that at least some of my research should be lodged in a
well-controlled area of the public domain.  However, my experiences with
Genes Reunited, and limited bits in the Ancestry DNA sections have always
concerned me.  I soon found that my well-proven data was being purloined
and copied to a significant extent and, more importantly, I was getting very
little useful information in return.

I had not considered or understood the FamilySearch opportunities in this
direction.  However, on visiting RootsTech last year, I attended a most
interesting and informative lecture by FamilySearch entitled Benefits of Records
and a Tree Together.  I sat in some wonderment at the concept, and came out
from the presentation with what I considered had to be the best solution I’ve
seen to date!

It’s a very revolutionary concept: FamilySearch have taken a very different
approach.  Their worldwide data is available to everybody, and the data
sources go right back to IGI days (International Genealogical Index) and before.
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There is now far more data, and it’s much more accurate.  FamilySearch are
encouraging us to help improve on that accuracy from our own researches.

The concept is that you create a FamilySearch tree, one that’s applicable to
yourself.  You do that by highlighting and developing each individual that’s
in your family, extracting from that worldwide data, and tagging it to become
part of your own tree.  The data remains where it is, but is associated with your
own tree.  When you look at Your Tree, the system simply grabs all the tagged
items together and presents them in a tree format for you.  But the main data
remains where it is with the addition of anything that you put into it in the way
of sources, dates, relationships etc.

The only person who can see your whole tree structure, displayed as a linked-
up tree, is you.  But all the data associated with each individual that you have
added and applied, is visible to all FamilySearch members.  There are
references on each that show you were the creator and that you are a tree
creator.  When you add or correct something, other interested parties can see
what you’ve done, and there are good links to enable you to interact and
discuss your findings with others.  You can tag individual records to ensure
that if anyone else edits them, you get notified by email.  Most importantly, the
system maintains a log of record changes – and they can be undone! But do be
sure that your entries are properly and soundly sourced.  As the RootsTech
speaker said, Family history without sources or documents is mythology.

The FamilySearch concept is that by all of us adding information and dates
about our relatives, their children, and so on, the whole thing joins up.  It’s
targeted to steadily create a Family Tree of Humankind.  It’s all ONE public
tree, freely accessible by everyone.

Using FamilySearch Trees is a very good choice if you’re looking for a place to
collaborate with others, accurately developing one collective family tree.  You’ll
be helping others with their research, whilst also furthering your own. Be
aware, though, that it’s not a five-minute job to get each entry correct.  If you’re
not a detail person, and are unconcerned about meticulous sourcing, just stick
to Ancestry!

Comments on Previous Issues

Backups: Stuart Joynson, another happy SyncBack user, wrote to say how
much he enjoyed reading Net That Serf every quarter.  He reported:  I have
been a member of FHSC since 2012, nominally the Wallasey Group where I



was born, although I have lived in the Isle of Man for forty-eight years.  This
means my family history research is largely conducted via the good old
Internet.  However, with subscriptions to Ancestry and Find My Past I think I
have made good progress.  I do go to the occasional branch meeting when I can
align it with a visit to my Wallasey relatives.

The June issue of NTS prompted me to have another look at my backup regime
and I realised that, although I use an external drive, I tend to put off doing a
backup until “tomorrow”, largely because it has been very time-consuming.  At
your suggestion I downloaded SyncBack and I must admit it is very good and
also very fast.  I had an issue on the first auto-run when there were a couple of
collisions, but I think I have overcome these.  One of them seems to relate to a
.pst file which I believe is connected to Contacts, so I am not too bothered
anyway.

GJ: The presence of a .pst file indicated to me that Stuart is a Microsoft Outlook
user, and he confirmed that.  That .pst file is crucial as it holds ALL of his email
information and contacts!  It’s probably one of the most important files to be
included in his backup.  But SyncBack can’t copy open files.  With SyncBack
Free it’s necessary to close Outlook before you run the backup.  I believe the
.pst will then be included.

The better solution is to upgrade your SyncBack Free version to the paid-for
SyncBack Pro version (£39.71 at the time of writing).  The Pro version will
momentarily stop Outlook from running, do the backup and restart it.  It has a
vast array of further features which are not present in the free version.

Black Death and Thrashing
by Gren Dix

I am going to disappoint those hoping for something on S&M, but more about
thrashing later.

My laptop caught the black death.  When I switched on and clicked on an app
(a program icon in Geoff’s language) a new window opened but it was black.
If I clicked on the windows button in the bottom left-hand corner the window
showing apps opened.  However, the left-hand pane was all blurred and the
right-hand pane was black.  As I moved the pointer over this dark area the
pointer changed from an arrow to a hand showing that the apps were there as
black on black.  I left my laptop with my IT witch doctor who performed his
dark arts (at a price).  A few days later he phoned to say I could pick up my
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laptop, and that he wanted to speak to me about the computer.  When I arrived,
I was informed that, as the computer was old(ish) it had probably had several
versions of Windows loaded.  Indeed, it had.  I cannot remember if it started
with XP but it certainly had been upgraded to Windows 7, 8 and 10.  He thought
that there may be lots of old files and drivers hanging around, and suggested
that it might be an idea to re-install Windows 10.  I gulped at this and said that
I would think about it.  I was under the impression that a re-install would erase
all my data and programs.

On Googling the subject, there were a number of non-Microsoft sites that
appeared to offer Windows 10.  However, I went to the actual Microsoft site to
see what it had to say.  There appeared to be two main options: download to a
thumb (USB) drive to install (it didn’t say re-install) on a different computer, or
download to my computer.  At that time, I didn’t fancy the big-bang approach
so I took the first option and downloaded Windows 10 to a memory stick.  This
took over half an hour.  I backed up absolutely everything to an external drive
(there goes another chunk of my life).

I then had further thoughts and decided to try option 2 and downloaded to my
laptop.  I held my breath and started the process.  The download again took
over half an hour.  I was given the option of the program wiping the disk and
giving a clean install or keeping my data and programs.  I chose the latter.  I lit
the blue touch paper and retired.  Three and a half hours later the process was
complete, and the opening screen was there ready for me to log in.  On logging
in there were some minor changes, but on use, the laptop appeared to have a
new spring in its step.

My tower computer had been getting slower and slooower.  Everything took
ages to load.  If I tried to print something it entered the print queue.  Some time
later, beyond my attention span, the printer sprang to life - by which time I had
forgotten what I was printing or why.  Even with no progams open I could hear
the hard disc thrashing away.  After the experience with my laptop I decided
to (re)install Windows 10, this time from the memory stick.  I loaded the setup
program, answered a few questions and set the process in motion.  Four and a
half hours later the screen had said it was checking for updates, got 79% of the
way through the process (of checking/installing updates?) and appeared to
have stopped.  I left it for some time but nothing changed.  The 79% complete
was still there, as was the message DO NOT TURN OFF YOUR COMPUTER.
What to do?   I decided there was nothing to lose so I switched the computer
off, then switched it on again.  It said it was reverting to an earlier state.
Eventually, to my relief, I was back where I started.
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I know that computers are supposed to be deterministic but I thought I would
give the install a second try.  That night I started the process off and went to
bed.  Next day I was greeted by the sign-in screen.  On logging on there were a
few differences, but everything worked - and worked faster!  When I pressed
the print button the printer started instantly.

The moral of this story is: if you have an old arthritic computer that has had
several upgrades, rather than signing a cheque for a brand-new shiny toy, try
re-installing Windows 10.  After all, it will only cost you a few hours of your
locked-down life!

Windows Matters

New PCs and Windows 10S
Not infrequently, I am asked by members to comment on possible replacement
computers.  Recently, when browsing for options, I’ve noticed an influx of
computers with a Windows 10S operating system.  Not knowing the full
implications, I had been advising members against such consideration.  I’m a
suspicious blighter by nature, leading me to presume that Microsoft are
introducing a Lite version of the software, removing the more complex parts.

Computer Club member Peter Rowley had recently bought a new laptop - the
old one is about eight years old.  He thought, how much easier it would be to
start again with a blank sheet.  He said:

The first problem occurred when I tried to download some of my favourite
programs like IrfanView and Xplorer 2, and was told that as I had Windows 10S,
I could only download programs from the Microsoft Store.  I could imagine
Graham Fidler spinning in his grave at that.  However, I managed to get round
that, although it did mean reloading Windows from the recovery files.

The next problem was the hard drive - or should I say SSD (solid state drive).
It only had one big partition, on C: - I wanted to split it to have a separate D:
drive.  Then the troubles began again!  Using the built-in disk management
program, I managed to carry out this task.  So, I now have a C drive and a D
drive, but C is too small and I doubt I will use all the D drive.  So now I need to
find out how to move space from one partition to another.  Apparently, it is
easy if the two partitions are adjacent, but I now have over 50GB of unallocated
space in between the two.

It looks like I am going to have to do another reset and restore the machine to
factory defaults.  I am disappointed that it was not an easy option to buy a new
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machine.  I had worked out how to copy all my data files from one to another,
using an external drive which holds all my backups and had the disks to reload
the few programs I needed.  I’ve now established that it is possible to change a
PC with Windows 10S to Windows 10 Home via the settings menu, but once
done you cannot return to 10S.

GJ: That doesn’t seem much of a problem to me!
Ed.: Windows 10S is aimed at the education and business sectors, and also
computer novices. It’s very restricted, which means it’s more secure against
inadvertent misuse than a standard computer. As it’s a cut-down version of
Windows, it does load faster and can be used on computers with less resources
(memory, disk space, etc) than the full version of Windows 10. For more
information about Windows 10S and how to turn it off, see
www.hellotech.com/blog/what-is-windows-10-s-mode-and-how-to-turn-it-off

Computer Club’s Tony Broadhurst advised that 10S is a restricted version of
Windows, that is installed on some machines which are normally cheaper in
stores.  So, you have to be very careful about checking the details of a machine
before buying.  He has now established that, officially, the idea with 10S is that
you can only install Apps/programmes from the Microsoft Store, making it
more secure for younger users etc.

Note that Windows 10S machines are invariably cheaper, and it generally
seems to be installed on PCs built with lower specification components in terms
of memory, disk space and processor size.  It’s quite simple really: You pays yer
money and you takes yer choice!

Recent large Windows Updates
Computer Club’s Gordon Tough told me:
Am I the only member to be plagued by failures to download the update to
Windows 10, version 2004?

I've tried several times to download this update (in response to automatic
prompts from Microsoft) but each time, when I return to my computer, it has
switched off and when I restart it, it gives a message on the screen saying
undoing recent changes or something like that.  Then it restarts normally and
seems to run everything OK.

When I go to View Update History, it shows my failed attempts to upload the
Features Update (end of July and August), but shows successful recent updates
of six Quality Updates and forty-four Definition Updates.
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The report does go on to suggest I should reload Windows 10, but I am nervous
about attempting this, and when I Google what the Features Update is about, it
seems that it is all about changes to Cortana - which I never use.

So... do I really need to bother about the fact that I haven't been able to do this
Features Update? Does anyone else have the same problem?

Geoff’s position
My system is still operating with Windows version 1909.  Microsoft pressed
me to upgrade to 2004 back in July.  I tried this and, like Gordon’s, it failed
quite miserably.  However, the system did restore correctly to its present status.
When you Googled around at that time it became evident that V2004 was
presenting difficulties internationally, and indeed the other two systems in my
house are still not being offered the opportunity to make the upgrade.  I’m
planning to try it again once I’ve got this edition of NTS completed.

Computer member Tony Broadhurst tells me:
I have now successfully installed version 2004 on another machine. It took a
while to download and install; I will see how it runs.

Just to elaborate regarding Windows 10 updates and versions: Version 2004,
which was issued earlier this year, had a number of bugs that some people
found, including blue screen incidents.  I found that the optimisation function
was not working on the SSD, constantly showing never optimised. Some people
said their SSD was optimised every time they switched on, which is not good
practice!  This appears to have now been rectified, although it is not logged in
the update list.  Apparently a further new version of Windows 10 is due to be
issued in October (20H2 ?),  But I’m not sure if you have to install version 2004
first.  On my main machine I carried out October’s Patch TuesdayV1909 updates
with no problems; they appear to be mainly security patches.  I have held off
installing 2004 on this machine until after the Club’s October Zoom meeting.  I
may take the plunge if the October version does not appear.

Label Up Your JPG Photos with IrfanView
Initiated by Stuart Joynson, Isle of Man, and added to by Geoff

Stuart raised a point which had been on his mind for a long time:
I would like to ask your advice about family photographs.  Like many people
I have digitised hundreds of old photos which I own or have borrowed from
other family members.  Luckily, some have descriptions written on the reverse,
others do not, but I know the details.  However, when I later pass these all on,
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the recipients will not know “who, when or where” unless I can provide the
information with the photo.  Simple portraits can be easily identified and dated
in the file name, but the problems start to arise when you have a group
photograph, and need to identify a number of people, or you want to provide
more information about the event.

For some time, I used the old Windows Photo Viewer and by going into
File>Properties>Details it is possible to add more detail; but this is far from
satisfactory, and getting back to view the detail is long-winded.  Windows
Photos, although fully up-to-date, seems not to allow this at all.  What I am
really looking for is an application which allows a photo to be viewed along
with a text box at the bottom which can be added to if further information
comes to light.  The option to either print this on/below the photo (or not)
would also be helpful.  I have done the usual Googling but do not seem to be
able to find anything to fit the bill. I wondered if this subject has cropped up
before and if you have any ideas.  I would be really pleased to hear from you
if you have.

GJ: Yes, we covered it in 2015, Stuart.  Go to the website and find:
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR March 2015 page 41 - Tidy up Your Census Pages Using
IrfanView, by Roger Pask & Geoff Johnson.

However, that piece really only focused on census pages.  I feel the need here
to expand the piece in respect of Stuart’s request.

When it comes to photographs there are numerous things that you can use
IrfanView for:

rotate or square it up•
crop the outer edges or cut out a particular person•
add borders on all sides•
insert text, making that text a different size, colour or font•

A key point of advice is to always keep safe your original photograph’s image.
Once you’ve opened it, save the copy with a different name.  You can then do
whatever you like with that copy, and if you mess it up it’s easy to start again
with another copy of the original.  There is a lot of suck it and seemethodology
to learn.  But if you keep the original, you can always go back!

On the next page are four progressive images:
Image 1 is the original image on a card mount which was `foxed’ and not
needed for my purposes.
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Image 2 is the same picture cropped out of the card mount.
Image 3 is the cropped image with the canvas extended 160 at the bottom.
Image 4 should give you an understanding of the many options relating to text
insertion.
These ought to look better using the online PDF version of the ANCESTOR.
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Rotation: your image may not be perfectly square from the scanner, or possibly
you want it rotated from portrait to landscape or vice versa.  On the menu,
select Image and one of the rotation options - left, right or fine.  With fine
rotation you need to bring your geometry experience into action in order to
work out angles.  In general, if you set the thing to 0.5°, you can run it and try.
If you don’t like the result click the Undo arrow (or Control Z) and try again.
Undo will work in steps up to the point where you Save the file.

Crop: hold down the left mouse button and drag a box around the part of the
image that you want to keep.  Then click Edit > Crop selection (Cut out).  If you
don’t like the result, click Undo and retry it.

Border: the term in image editing circles is Canvas.  The canvas is the sheet that
you “paint” a picture on.  You can either paint right out to the edges or leave a
bit to make a border.  In photographic terms it’s the paper that you expose the
image upon.  It might have a wide border or none at all.  IrfanView lets you
add “Canvas” to any or all sides of your image.  Click on Image, then Change
canvas size.  There are numerous options here but I just choose Method One.
Insert values into one or more of the four boxes.  In the third photo, I set it to
160 on the bottom, with all the others at zero. Click OK and, if you're not happy,
Undo it and repeat until you get it right.  Then Save it.
If you’re doing a number of pictures it’s worth getting it right for the first one,
then the Canvas setting will always stay there for later images that you modify.  

Text insertion: this is the fun bit!  Click and drag a box where you want the
text to go.  Click on Edit > Insert text.  Type the text you want into the box.  If
this is your first time just click OK and see what happens.  Chances are the font
will be too big or the wrong colour.  Undo it and study the various settings in
the light of what happened.  You may need to alter the font size, the colour of
the background, or the colour of the font.  White font on a white background
is always fun!

Ed: Irfanview also has the facility to edit the image’s IPTC data - click Image >
Information > IPTC Info. Here you will find the option to add a caption,
keywords, location, and more. The same information can be added to several
photos at the same time if required. In theory, it’s possible to print the photo in
Irfanview with the IPTC info printed as a header or footer, by using the
placeholder tools shown after clicking the Help button in the Print dialogue box;
however, although $I is supposed to print all the IPTC information, it didn’t
print everything I entered. More experimentation is needed!
Other image manipulation programs which can edit IPTC info include Adobe
Photoshop and GIMP. Information about IPTC data can be found at:
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https://iptc.org/std//photometadata/documentation/userguide/ and
https://smartframe.io/blog/what-is-iptc-metadata-everything-you-need-to-know/

Family History Programs

Family Historian (FH) - by Geoff Johnson
I started to use FH late in 2011; that’s nearly ten years ago now.  I’d been finding
my use of Family Tree Maker (FTM) to be rather ‘ragged’.  Reading up on FH
in various reviews, and at www.family-historian.co.uk, led me to the revelation
of wanting to do the job properly.  I was able export my GEDCOM data from
FTM, and import it to FH quickly and simply.  From the start, once I’d got
through the inevitable getting started phase, FH proved easy to use.  Using the
program as supplied will satisfy the needs of beginner and intermediate users
for most work.  Even now, I doubt if I use much more than half of the available
features!  But, a key thing is that the unused ones don’t get in the way and, as
usage and familiarity increases, the program structure freely encourages you
to look wider and incorporate your own special requirements.  This aspect can
be enhanced by adding free plugins (extra pieces of code) to your program from
a fully approved Plugin Store.

My early usage led to my finding various errors in my data.  Initially I cynically
assumed that these came about from the GEDCOM importing process but,
checking back to my FTM data, it became apparent that they were wrong all
the time; invariably due to my inconsistent working habits!

FH is extremely good for recording and managing sources.  To my mind,
having good sources and citations is imperative.  These, along with their
associated media images of BMD certificates, census pages, and photographs
can be added.  Additionally, you can create notes about more unusual items or
situations as you go along.

The FH program is created and managed entirely by a UK based company –
Calico Pie. It has extremely good and approachable support from an excellent
Family Historian User Group (FHUG) www.fhug.org.uk, and there’s now a more
recently formed, and very lively, interactive forum https://groups.io/g/family-
historian/topics.  This is a forum where users of the FH program can informally
discuss aspects or difficulties of using the program.  New users can post
questions and ask advice, and experienced users of Family Historian can share
their knowledge and give tips.  These two forums are free, but sensible security
means that a simple registration is required.
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FH is the only program I’m aware of that directly manages its data in a
GEDCOM file.  To me, it does the whole job properly.  Most of the others will
export their data to a GEDCOM, but it’s not their central repository.  Some
programs have tended to produce non-standard GEDCOM files; with
additional events or source types.  And others may not recognise all the
GEDCOM features, ignoring some records when importing the GEDCOM file. 
I’d recommend that interested users should download a 30-day free trial of
Family Historian and have a dabble.

Family Historian - Pictures Rotated
Northwich Group Leader Dave Thomas reported:
Just thought I ought to let you know that I solved the problem I had with
importing pictures into FH.  You will recall that every picture I imported
switched from portrait to landscape, resulting in the person being shown
rotated 90 degrees anticlockwise.  I couldn’t find any method in FH correct this.

I eventually found the solution from the website’s Family Historian User Group.
The recommendation was to install the free IrfanView program, and do the
following:

Select JPG picture and click on Options•
Click on JPG Lossless Rotation...(Plugin)•
In Transformation section at the top, click on Auto-rotate (according to EXIF•
orientation, if available)
Then at the bottom click on START•

The picture will then transfer to FH correctly.  The best bit is that all JPG pictures
can be automatically adjusted in one go, so this only needs to be done once!

Legacy Family Tree by Peter Lee, Tuesday morning volunteer at Mobberley
Research Centre
Here’s a further Legacy plaudit following Dave Williams’ piece on page 60 of
September’s NTS.

At the time of writing this article I am on a Covid-19-free, self-distancing,
relaxing break in Northern Ireland.  What better way to relax than listening to
the gentle breaking waves not thirty metres away, reading the latest copy of
CHESHIRE ANCESTOR, accompanied by a chilled glass of white wine?

The subject of Family History programs has been a frequent visitor on the grey
pages of Net That Surf over the years and there was never a whisper about
Legacy.  “I must respond,” thought I, but, very remiss of me, that is where it
stayed... just a thought - until now.
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Family History Programs are very akin to cars in that they all do basically the
same thing, some are faster, have more gadgets and tools, look slightly different,
operate in similar but different ways and have a human hidden away inside
that tells you when you have gone wrong or are about to do so. 

When purchasing a car, it is advisable to have a test run or speak with someone
who has had a working experience with it, but the bottom line boils down to
two things:  price and personal preference.  I missed out the third and obvious
one on the premise that it is only for your own use!

In the dim and distant past, I used Family Tree Maker, but grew increasingly
frustrated with the constant changes, upgrades and program rewrites that you
were almost obliged to pay for.   Thankfully I was introduced to Legacy some
fifteen years ago by my cousin who lives in Australia.  An experienced
genealogist of some forty plus years, she has been using Legacy almost since
its initial release in June 1997.   If it was good enough for her, I thought, then
it’s good enough for me, and I was not wrong.

You purchase the program via the Legacy Website from America.  Simply
choose which package you wish to purchase, pay in Sterling via the card of your
choice and in return you are sent via email an access/download code.  Follow
the prompts, and hey presto you are good to go.  I referred to which package
you wish to purchase.  There was, and still are, various packages to choose from
so read carefully what is on offer, in what format etc.  Do you want the coupé
version, 4 door, 5 door, turbo, petrol or diesel etc?

I chose the deluxe version with a hard copy instruction manual and a CD that
contained the program.  This duly arrived from across the pond and installed
without a hitch.  A few years ago, there was a major upgrade to become Legacy
9.0 and because I hadn’t had to constantly fork out for general updates, I elected
to spend some money.  To be honest there wasn’t a significant difference
visually, just a few extra toys and probably things that happened in the
background.  As I was already a customer my “new” program arrived via a
download link and installed faultlessly.  I still opted for the hardcopy manual
rather than an electronic manual as I prefer to work that way, and it arrived
promptly by post.

During my time using Legacy I have introduced several people, friends and
regular visitors to Mobberley, to this program.  Thankfully they are still talking
to me! On the cover of my Legacy 9.0 Family Tree manual it proudly states: The
most comprehensive and easy-to-use family history software you can buy.
I couldn’t have put it better myself. Cheers!
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From the Inbox

WeTransfer: from Computer Club secretary Peter Rowley
I recently wanted to send some scans of A3 documents to a cousin, but they
were refused by my ISP.  Then I remembered a website I had used before, called
WeTransfer (https://wetransfer.com/).

I was able to send four A3 scans in a single bunch, and all for free.  No program
to download, no signing in, no passwords.  I just had to verify my email at the
end of the process.  They send you an email to let you know when the files have
been downloaded by the recipient, so you know they have been received.
Reading the website suggests it can be used with Mac as well as Windows 10.

GJ: We’re using WeTransfer extensively within Computer Club now, especially
for sending out video copies of our Zoom meetings.

A Novel: Peter Deakin (Computer Club) recommends a book:
On a number of occasions, I've known you to recommend novels by Nathan
Dylan Goodwin which bring together genealogy, crime and sleuthing.  At the
same time, you have spoken enthusiastically of the part DNA testing can play
in researching family history.

I've just been reading the latest novel by the major American crime writer
Michael Connelly (Fair Warning, Orion Fiction, 2020) and it makes for a slightly
more worrying approach to DNA testing and crime, in this case involving serial
murder.  While I have made some use of DNA testing, I have not allowed my
data to be shared with any third-party companies.  You might regard Connelly's
plot to be a bit far-fetched, but it’s only confirmed my watchfulness.  The book
is an easy enough read, and I hope that you and many of our NTS readers will
give it a go.  Choose your DNA testing company with care!

Duplicate Cleaner:member Billy McNamara from
Tennessee wrote to us on this program back in Net
That Serf of December 2015, p41.  She observes that
it is a tremendous application for data hoarders
such as herself.  I’m out of space here, so I suggest
that you may like to take a look at the original
article - download that issue from the FHSC
website if you don’t have a copy.

I rely on your input to keep this forum active, so
keep the responses coming please – GJ
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Alsager Group
by Hazel Rugman

The Alsager group is not meeting at present, due to the current situation. The
speakers who were booked have agreed to postpone their talks. 

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.

Under normal circumstances, Alsager Group meets at 7.30pm on the 3rd
Monday of the month (except August and December) at Wesley Place
Methodist Church Hall, Lawton Road, Alsager, ST7 2AF. Admission is £1 for
members and £2 for non-members. Refreshments are served after the talk,
when there is an opportunity to discuss family history with other members.

There is a large car park (free) opposite the church. Visitors are most welcome. 

Group News

For changes and up-to-date news check the website
www.fhsc.org.uk

Note that at the time of going to press, normal society
meetings are cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-19
pandemic - check with the website or your local group leader

It is unlikely that group meetings will take place as actual meetings in person.
Several virtual group meetings using Zoom have already taken place and it
is hoped that many members will be able to participate, or at least “listen in”.
The advantage, of course, is that members do not need to live near the group
in order to attend these meetings - but you do have to supply your own tea
and biscuits!

To receive news of future group meetings, log in to the FHSC website, go to
the group’s page and click on the button Add ... to My Groups. You can receive
emails from as many groups as you wish.

If you need to find out more or get help with online meetings, please contact
your group leader. If you are not affiliated to a group, please contact David
Smetham by email: congleton@fhsc.org.uk
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Bebington Group
by Bob Wright

Future Meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being. 
Due to the unpredictable Coronavirus situation, we have no meetings planned
for December or for the first three months of 2021. However, we hope to have
some Zoom meetings during this period. Please check that the society has your
correct email address so I can send out details in an emailed newsletter.

Under normal circumstances, meetings take place on the 4th Monday of the
month (excluding Bank Holidays) at Bebington Civic Centre, Civic Way, CH63
7PN, commencing at 7.30 pm. Entrance £1.50 for members, £2 for visitors,
including refreshments.  NOTE – we no longer run helpdesks.

Bramhall Group
by Janet Phillips

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.
As we go to press Bramhall members are being asked if they are interested in
having Zoom virtual meetings. Please check the FHSC website and the Bramhall
Group email newsletter for further details of this possibility.

December No Meeting
14th Jan Group Members’ Evening

To share family history findings made during lockdown.
11th Feb If only the walls could talk - Ian Cameron

An ancestral family of paperstainers did all they could to make
their lives interesting for their descendants.

11th Mar The Story of Prophet John Wroe - Gay Oliver
It all started with a cryptic clue in a newspaper article.

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held at 7.30pm on the second
Thursday of each month in the United Reformed Church Hall, Bramhall, SK7
2PE (corner of Robins Lane and Bramhall Lane South). Admission charge £2.
All visitors are most welcome.

Chester Group
by Helen Elliott

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
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There will be no physical group meetings for the time being. 
We have a full programme of meetings planned for 2021 but it remains
uncertain when meetings will resume. We will endeavour to notify members
by email as soon as it seems reasonable to restart - please check for the latest
information on the FHSC website under the Groups tab for Chester.

December No Meeting
28th Jan Don't Forget The Ration Book - Michael Murphy
25th Feb The History of Thornton Manor and its Residents  -  Gavin Hunter
25th Mar Transportation to Australia  - Carolyn Barnwell

Under normal circumstances, group meetings are held at 7.30pm on the last
Thursday of the month in the Church Hall, All Saint's Church, 2 Vicarage Road,
Hoole, Chester CH2 3HZ.  There is a small charge for admission and parking
is available. All members and visitors welcome.

At the time of going to press, helpdesks are cancelled due to the pandemic.
We have a family history helpdesk at Grosvenor Museum - opening times are
10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 4.00pm on Tuesdays and Fridays.
There is another helpdesk at Chester Library at Storyhouse on Tuesday
mornings between 10am and 12noon.

Computer Group – The Society’s Computer Club
by Geoff Johnson

There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.
Instead, we’ve gone virtual!  The club is now running online Zoom meetings.
Members who have requested emails from the Computer Group will receive
notification of all meetings and any changes to the current situation.

Meetings and topics are seldom pre-arranged. Our preferred practice is to
discuss new websites, members’ own current problems, or generally educating
members on getting the best from their computers. We are here to help and
learn! The proposed subject of each meeting is usually announced the week
before, by email or on the Club’s events web page.

Notes on topics from past meetings are available on the FHSC website - go to
Groups >Computer Group > Computer Group Documents and look for Past
Meetings; or use the link www.fhsc.org.uk/computer-group-documents/past-meetings

Meetings start at 7.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, and are open to
ALL members.  Contact computerclub@fhsc.org.uk for online access details.
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We focus on a wide range of genealogy and computing topics. Discussions are
informal and audience participation is encouraged.  Access to all the main
family history websites is available at our meetings. With all attendees
suggesting search ideas, members often go home with some family history
information they have been struggling to find.

Congleton Group
by David Smetham

There have been no meetings for our group since the pandemic lockdown. With
limited prospects of face-to-face meetings this year, we embarked on our first
online meeting in October. Claire Moores had been booked for our October
Group meeting and she offered to deliver a Zoom meeting. We were not sure
of the level of interest from the Congleton Group members for an online
meeting so we agreed with Jean Laidlaw of the Macclesfield Group that we
would also offer this talk to the Macclesfield Group. The talk for October was
“Nests of ignorance…haunts of filth” - Cheshire Courts of King Cholera.

We intend to work with the Macclesfield Group sharing online meetings, each
group arranging a talk in turn on a monthly basis. Notifications for future talks
will be by email, newsletter and advertised on the FHSC website.

Our AGM was scheduled for our September meeting but has been postponed
until we are able to hold such a face-to-face meeting. Your committee remains
in place until we can hold a meeting. Our group accounts are healthy and have
been incorporated into the society consolidated accounts. The Society AGM
satisfies our commitment as a registered charity.

We wish you all a happy, safe and peaceful Christmas and we look forward to
a return to normality in 2021.

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being. 

Under normal circumstances, meetings take place at 7.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month at Congleton Library. Non-members are welcome. There is
ample parking nearby and access to the Library is by the lower entrance.

Note that at the time of going to press, normal society
meetings are cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-19
pandemic - check with the website or your local group leader
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Crewe Group
by Margaret Spate

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being. 
Please check the FHSC website and Crewe Group Newsletter for further
details of Zoom virtual meetings.

Crewe and Nantwich are holding joint meetings at present. The two groups
will continue to hold these joint meetings until further notice; with this in mind
a programme for meetings has been prepared.  The speakers for the early 2021
programme are willing to attend actual meetings if these are possible, but will
conduct a meeting via Zoom if not.  We have taken this decision hoping that
these meeting topics will not be subject to change.

8th Dec Christmas Memories - Margaret Spate, Sheila Mitchell
and Margaret Roberts
Share your memories of the festive season. Photographs can be
forwarded in advance, and presented by this team if preferred. We
welcome contributions from as many members as possible.

19th Jan Nantwich Workhouse - Bill Pearson
This is a well-researched talk about an institution that was in
Nantwich for a long time. The buildings still stand at the Barony.
A lot of us who are studying our family history have discovered
ancestors who were at the Workhouse.

9th Feb Life on the road in the 1960s - Phil Rylance
Phil, from Crewe, left the railway town and its engineering history
to try for fame and stardom in the world of 1960s pop music. He
was a member of the first Crewe pop group to get a recording
contract and has worked with many musicians including The
Beatles!He will tell his story and read some passages from his book
Band on the Road.

26th Mar An Enlightened Family Tale - Janet Phillips
Janet explores the twists and turns of her family history, along with
the unexpected.

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the
month at Jubilee House, St Paul’s St, Crewe CW1 2QA. Suggested parking at
the adjacent Victoria Centre Car Park, CW1 2PT where there is free parking
after 6.00pm. Please check the Crewe pages on the FHSC website for further
information on meetings.
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Crewe Family History Unit
At the time of going to press, the FHU is closed due to the pandemic.
Please see pages 78 - 79 and elsewhere in this issue for details of the Society’s
research centres.

Macclesfield Group
by Jean Laidlaw

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.
Congleton and Macclesfield Groups are joining together to host online Zoom
meetings at regular intervals. The first, a talk by Claire Moores entitled Nests of
ignorance…haunts of filth, Cheshire Courts of King Cholera, will have taken place
when you read this, but we have plans for more. To be kept up to date with
future meetings please sign up to the newsletters of the Congleton and/or
Macclesfield groups on the FHSC website, or check the group website pages.

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of the
month at The Salvation Army Hall, Roe Street, Macclesfield, SK11 6UT.  Doors
open at 7.15pm and meetings start at 7.30pm.  Entry is through the main door
facing the Churchill Way car park, and we meet in the ground floor room.
Admission is £2 for FHSC members and £3 for non-members, including
refreshments.

For the latest news, please see our pages on the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.
A monthly update and reminder about meetings are emailed to subscribers on
our newsletter list. If you would like to be added to our newsletter list go to the
Macclesfield page on the website and click on Add Macclesfield to My Groups or
send a request to macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk.

Middlesex Group
by Alan Bennett (FHSC Chairman)
We are trying to set up a joint North-West FHS Group in the London area with
the Lancashire Family History and Heraldry Society and the Cumbria Family
History Society.  If you live within range of central London, keep an eye on our
website to find out about meetings.

Note that at the time of going to press, normal society
meetings are cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-19
pandemic - check with the website or your local group leader
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Nantwich Group
by Sheila Mitchell

We are not holding any face-to-face meetings at Nantwich Methodist Church
Centre for the time being. However, we want to keep in touch with our
members. Thanks to those who have subscribed to our group on the FHSC
website. From time to time, subscribed group members will receive an email
newsletter from me that will update them about our activities.

The group will join the Crewe Family History Group to hold online Zoom
meetings and continue our talks for the next few months. We think that it is
very important to keep our meetings going. I sincerely hope that our members
will give Zoom a try and join us. Our first meeting in September went very well
and I know that others will enjoy it too if they give it a go. We will give you
lots of help to set Zoom up if you need it. As soon as it is possible to meet in
person again, we will let you know.

We are sorry that workshops are not possible at the moment at Nantwich
Library. But anyone with a query can make contact and we will guide you to
the best available option. Please remember we do not have access to records or
resources.

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.
Below are details of the online Zoom meetings:
8th Dec Christmas Memories - Margaret Spate, Sheila Mitchell

and Margaret Roberts
Share your memories of the festive season. Photographs can be
forwarded in advance, and presented by this team if preferred. We
welcome contributions from as many members as possible.

19th Jan Nantwich Workhouse - Bill Pearson
This is a well-researched talk about an institution that was in
Nantwich for a long time. The buildings still stand at the Barony.
A lot of us who are studying our family history have discovered
ancestors who were at the Workhouse. If you want to know more 
then please login to our meeting.

9th Feb Life on the road in the 1960s - Phil Rylance
Phil, from Crewe, left the railway town and its engineering history
to try for fame and stardom in the world of 1960s pop music. He
was a member of the first Crewe pop group to get a recording
contract and has worked with many musicians including The
Beatles!He will tell his story and read some passages from his book
Band on the Road. Please join us.
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26th Mar An Enlightened Family Tale - Janet Phillips
Janet explores the twists and turns of her family history, along with
the unexpected.

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at the Nantwich Methodist Church Centre, Hospital Street, Nantwich
CW5 5RP, except August and December. Doors open at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm
start. Admission £2 for members and £3 for non-members, including
refreshments. Ample parking nearby.

Northwich Group
by Dave Thomas

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.
As the Covid-19 situation remains unstable, it is difficult to arrange definite
bookings of speakers. All booked talks have been 'put on ice' for the time being.
We therefore have a number of talks ready to be slotted in, once meetings are
resumed. Please check the website or subscribe to the Northwich Group email
newsletters to keep up to date with the latest news.

Below are our usual meeting dates.
14th Dec No Meeting
11th Jan TBC
8th Feb TBC
8th Mar TBC

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the
month at Hartford Methodist Church Hall, Beach Road, Hartford, Northwich
CW8 3AB. Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start. Admission is £1, and non-
members are most welcome. Car park available.

Runcorn Group
by Peter Rowley

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.

We intend to hold a Zoom meeting on our usual meeting date of the first
Wednesday of each month. No topics have been arranged.
Below are our usual meeting dates:
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6th Jan TBC
3rd Feb TBC
3rd Mar TBC

Under normal circumstances, meetings are at 7.30pm on the 1st Wednesday of
the month (except January) at Churchill Hall, Cooper Street, Runcorn, WA7
1DH. All will be made very welcome. Refreshments - tea, coffee and home-
made cakes - and parking are available. We have speakers occasionally, but
encourage group participation in helping others to knock down their brick
walls. Parish records are available to view, please ask a committee member
(when meetings resume).

Sale Group
by Marion Hall

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
At the time of writing (October) our church venue had opened for groups to
meet, providing that strict Covid guidelines were adhered to. Unfortunately the
second lockdown started in early November. Please watch the website for the
latest situation - we will hold meetings on the dates listed below if it is possible.
No drinks will be offered. Meetings will open at 7.30pm for the talk at 7.45pm.

9th Dec My Favourite or Most Interesting Ancestor - Member Stories
This is a continuation of our very successful March meeting, when
not everyone got a chance to tell us their story.

13th Jan TBA
10th Feb TBA
10th Mar TBA

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held at 7.30pm, for the talk at
7.45pm, on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Trinity Methodist Church,
Trinity Road, Sale M33 3ED. Visitors are always welcome. Admission is £2 for
members and £2.50 for non-members.

Tameside Group
by Gay Oliver

All our meetings remain cancelled. Meanwhile, during lockdown I have been
producing fortnightly emailed newsletters for the society. I hope you have
enjoyed them and would really love some feedback. Back copies of our Lockdown
Newsletter are available via the society’s website; go to www.fhsc.org.uk, click on
Document Library, then Members' Documents.
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Why not visit the website and click on RESEARCH? There is an increasing
collection of resources to help you with your research.

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being. 

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held in the Old Chapel Schoolrooms,
Dukinfield - doors open at 7.00pm.  There is disabled access and both members
and non-members are welcome. Admission is £2 for members and £2.50 for
non-members. 

At the time of going to press, helpdesks are cancelled due to the pandemic.
I will let you know as soon as it is safe to start them again.

Wallasey Group
by Dave Beck

Future meetings (subject to alteration due to the pandemic):
There will be no physical group meetings for the time being.
All meetings are suspended for the foreseeable future. We are mostly repeating 
last year’s programme, in hope!

Below are details of the meetings which had been arranged.
December No Meeting
19th Jan Social evening/party
16th Feb Liverpool at Work - Ken Pye

The fascinating story of how the people of Liverpool earned their
living over the centuries, beginning as a simple fishing hamlet and
growing into a major international port and tourist destination.

16th Mar A View from the Past - Sheila Hamilton/Mike Bygate
Local scenes from 100 years ago, viewed the way our ancestors saw
them - through a Magic Lantern.

Under normal circumstances, meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the 3rd Tuesday
of the month except December at Claremount Methodist Church, Claremount
Road, Wallasey CH45 6UE. Access is via the car park in Taunton Road. Visitors
are always welcome.

At the time of going to press, helpdesks are cancelled due to the pandemic.

Note that at the time of going to press, normal society
meetings are cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-19
pandemic - check with the website or your local group leader
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Manned by experienced volunteers, visitors can obtain help and advice on
family and local history research. Do you have your own microfiche but no
reader? Bring them to us and view them using our fiche readers!

CREWE FAMILY HISTORY UNIT
PLEASE PHONE OR CHECK WEBSITE FIRST

2nd Floor, Municipal Building,
Earle Street, Crewe, CW1 2BJ
Tel 01270 685699

The Municipal Building is situated near
the market and opposite Memorial
Square and the old library. Crewe
Register Office is in the same building.
All visitors must sign in and out at

reception. You will be directed to the second floor; a lift is available.

FREE access to FindMyPast, Ancestry and The Genealogist
Local parish registers on film - extensive library of books

Crewe and District and South East Cheshire local history archives
See the Crewe FHU Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website

Usual opening hours: 10am-4pm Monday and Tuesday
plus one Saturday morning each month

For Saturday dates, and changes to usual opening hours, please see this issue’s
Research Centre News or the FHSC website www.fhsc.org.uk.

Non-members visiting for
the first time will be offered
(for a small donation) time
with a volunteer to explain
the facilities available and
advice on family history
research. Membership of
the Society is encouraged
for further visits.

The Society’s Family History 
Research Centres

Note that at the time of going to press, both research centres
are closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic
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MOBBERLEY FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH CENTRE
PLEASE PHONE OR CHECK WEBSITE FIRST

Rajar Building, Town Lane,
Mobberley, WA16 7ER
Tel: 01565 872210

The Rajar Building is situated on the corner
of Town Lane (A5085) and Ilford Way. The
entrance is at the front of the building on
Town Lane, and the Research Centre is on
the first floor (access by stairs - no lift). 

FREE help and advice from our experienced duty volunteers
FREE access to FindMyPast (World), Ancestry and The Genealogist

Local parish registers on film (some of which are not available online)
Extensive library of books on all topics, covering many areas of the UK

(See the Mobberley Library Holdings lists on the FHSC website)
Searchable digital archive of family history magazine back-issues and data

Nominal charge for printing and photocopying
Fiche/film and A2 scanning available – please enquire.

Usual opening hours: 10am-4pm Monday to Friday.
Closed on bank holidays and over the Christmas-New Year period.
For changes to usual opening hours, please check this issue’s Research Centre
News or the FHSC website.
If travelling some distance, please ring first to confirm the centre is open.

Daily admission charge (per person) £3 for members, £5 for non-members
(refundable on joining the Society on day of visit). Non-members preferably
should phone in advance. FREE tea and coffee provided - sandwiches etc may
be purchased at nearby shops.

Suggested on-street parking on
Ilford Way, Marion Drive, and on
Pavement Lane, across the road
from the Rajar Building.

Bus stop (Bucklow Ave) nearby for
the D&G Bus Services 88/89 from
Knutsford, Wilmslow, Northwich,
Macclesfield and Altrincham.
See www.dgbus.co.uk.
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ADVERTISING RATES

Advertisements are accepted for publication at the following rates per issue, with a
discount when the same copy is run in four consecutive issues:

Full page: £47 per issue; £170 for 4 issues
Half-page: £25 per issue;   £90 for 4 issues
Quarter-page: £14 per issue;   £50 for 4 issues

Please send a cheque payable to “FHS of Cheshire” to the Treasurer, enclosing a
stamped,self-addressed envelope if a receipt is required. Advertising copy to be emailed
or sent by post to the Editor, preferably as a PDF file (addresses inside front cover).
Note: final copy dates for adverts are TWO MONTHS prior to publication date, i.e. 1st January
for the March issue and so on.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES

UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with a printed CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £18.00

UK INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR - £13.00
UK FAMILY GROUP MEMBERSHIP (all at the same address)

Above rates plus £2.00 per family
OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP with an electronic CHESHIRE ANCESTOR -     £13.00
Special arrangements will be made for overseas members who need a printed copy.
The Society year commences on 1st July.
Membership commences on the day of receipt of an application.

New members joining between 1st July and the following 31st March inclusive will•
receive all four journals of that society year; renewal date is 1st July following joining
date.
New members joining between 1st April and 30th June will receive a complimentary•
journal; renewal date is 1st July the following year.

Cheques, etc., should be made payable to “FHS of Cheshire”.
Please ensure your payment date on your standing order is set to 1st July.

New member applications should be sent to Membership Enrolments:
Mrs Angela Moore, 6 Woodlands Close, Stalybridge, SK15 2SH

Renewals, or changes of address, should be sent to Membership Renewals:

Mr Peter A Mellor, Tan-Y-Celyn, Rhos Isaf, Rhostryfan, Caernarfon, LL54 7LY

Why not ADVERTISE your

Cheshire or Genealogy BUSINESS or PRODUCT

in this space?

Just £14 per issue, or £50 for four consecutive issues
(see below for full details)



ALSAGER GROUP

GL: Hazel Rugman
157 Sandbach Road North
Alsager
Cheshire  ST7 2AX
Tel: 01270 876386
alsager@fhsc.org.uk

BEBINGTON GROUP

GL: Bob Wright
9 Lough Green
Bebington
Wirral  CH63 9NH
Tel: 0151 334 6345
bebington@fhsc.org.uk

BRAMHALL GROUP

Temporary Group Contact
GC: Ian Cameron
bramhall@fhsc.org.uk

CHESTER GROUP

GL: David Guyton
Springfield
22 Lache Lane
Chester  CH4 7LR
Tel: 01244 675978
chester@fhsc.org.uk

COMPUTER GROUP

GL: Geoff Johnson
Garth Nook, Well Lane
Little Budworth
Tarporley CW6 9DA
Tel: 01829 760422
computerclub@fhsc.org.uk

NORTHWICH GROUP

GL: Dave Thomas
1 Arley Court
Wrenbury Drive
Northwich CW9 8RX
Tel: 01606 46938
northwich@fhsc.org.uk

RUNCORN GROUP

GL: Peter Rowley
2 Norton Tower Cottages
Norton Lane
Runcorn WA7 6PX
Tel: 07984 603936
runcorn@fhsc.org.uk

SALE GROUP

GL: Tony Sant
Correspondence to
GC: Angela Jenkinson
sale@fhsc.org.uk

TAMESIDE GROUP

GL: Gay Oliver
26 Woodville Drive
Stalybridge  SK15 3EA
Tel: 0161 338 5241
tameside@fhsc.org.uk

WALLASEY GROUP

GL: Sheila Hamilton
10 Church Gardens
Wallasey
CH44 8HF
wallasey@fhsc.org.uk

NOTE:

GL: Group Leader
GC: Group Contact

CONGLETON GROUP

GL: David Smetham
Little Trees
Gawsworth Road
Gawsworth
Macclesfield  SK11 9RA
Tel: 01625 426173
congleton@fhsc.org.uk

CREWE GROUP

GL: Margaret Spate
FHSC Crewe Group
Municipal Building
(second floor)
Earle Street
Crewe  CW1 2BJ
Tel: 01782 659435
crewe@fhsc.org.uk

MACCLESFIELD GROUP

GL: Jean Laidlaw
47 Sycamore Crescent
Macclesfield
SK11 8LW
macclesfield@fhsc.org.uk

MIDDLESEX GROUP

Vacant
middlesex@fhsc.org.uk

NANTWICH GROUP

GL: Sheila Mitchell
FHSC Nantwich Group
c/o Crewe FHU
Municipal Building
(second floor)
Earle Street
Crewe  CW1 2BJ
nantwich@fhsc.org.uk

GROUP CONTACTS

Rear cover picture: Do you have a high quality landscape format photo of your ancestors?
If so, to be considered for publication please scan a copy (at least 300dpi) and submit it
by email only to the editor with the names, location and date, and confirm that you agree
to the publication of your name, membership number and email address.



MEMBER’S PHOTO

Laurence Bamford of Macclesfield, c.1920.
This is one of my favourite photos.  My father, Laurence BAMFORD (circled),
is going on an outing in a charabanc.  I can't see his father, Sam BAMFORD,
who was a long-time member of the Salvation Army in Macclesfield. Laurence’s
mother Lily (nèe HEANEY) could be under one of the cloche hats which are
hiding the ladies' faces.  As a teenager, in 1927 my father Laurence emigrated to
Australia with the Salvation Army.

From Jenni Gay, membership no. 6080 (geniejen3@gmail.com)
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The Family History Society of Cheshire
www.fhsc.org.uk

Location of Groups
(see inside back cover for contact details)
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