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2019 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 

25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 22nd January 

Joint U3A 2.00/4.00p.m. 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Commision 

Thursday 21st February 

2.00/4.00 p.m. 

Tony Kemp ‘The Day the Bomb Dropped on 

E.M.I.’ 

Thursday 21st March A.G.M. followed 

by John Symons 

‘DNA: The Story Continues’ 

Thursday 11th April  Michael Gandy ‘Ancestors in the King’s Service − 

Army, Navy and others’ 

Thursday 16th May Dr. Samantha 

Philo-Gill 

‘The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 

in France 1917−21’ 

Thursday 20th June Jenny Mundy ‘Bridging the Gap’ 

Thursday 18th July David Burnell ‘The Underground at War’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 19th September 

 

Ian Waller ‘What Happened to Lucy? − 

Adoptions’ 

Thursday 17th October 

2.00/4.00 p.m. 

John Symons ‘Consternation in Cornwall’ 

Tuesday 12th November 

Joint U3A 2.00/4.00 p.m. 

Else Churchill ‘Finding Women’ 

Thursday 5th December 

7.30 p.m. 

 SOCIAL/QUIZ NIGHT  

 

Friday 13th December  CLOSED  

Friday 20th December CLOSED  

Friday 27th December CLOSED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 

meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     

By Ian Harvey 

 
 

When you talk to people around the country you begin to realise that the 

London Borough of Hillingdon is pretty well run.  

 

Our rubbish (general/recycle/green) is collected weekly; our libraries 

have mostly been refurbished (not closed); the roads are generally in 

good repair; our parks have lots of Green Flags; council tax for some 

residents has been held down; and so on. Incidentally, this is not a party 

political advertisement!  

 

The other thing the council has is a vast sprawling web site, which is 

difficult to navigate, but contains all sorts of interesting material. Imagine 

Uxbridge library, take all the books and throw them on the floor and then 

ask someone to find the collected works of Sir John Suckling amongst the 

heap. 

In any event, I recently 

stumbled upon a page on 

the web site about Roger 

Crab (c1616-1680).  

 

Although I live in 

Ickenham I confess I had 

never heard of this 

individual, whom some 

researchers have 

suggested was the model 

for Alice’s Mad Hatter.  

 

Born in Buckinghamshire 

he became what we now 

call a vegan and during 

the civil war fought for 

the Parliamentarians (and 

got a blow on the head for 

his efforts).  
                               (contd.) 
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He retreated to Chesham as a hat seller in the 1650’s; and then came to 

live in Ickenham as a hermit. This begs the question, where in Ickenham? 

 

He subsequently moved to Stepney where he died and is buried. He was 

frequently in trouble for his views and may well have been a resident in 

the village stocks on several occasions. 

 

Now here is a trick question: the London Borough of Hillingdon article 

says that the Vicar of Uxbridge accused him of witchcraft. In the 1650’s 

which church was the vicar minister of? Answer next journal! 

 

For anyone interested in Roger Crab the link I used is: 

 

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/33104/The-Wonder-of-this-age-

the-strange-story-of-Roger-Crab-Ickenhams-hermit  

 

 

 

 

A LOOK BACK TO SUMMER  

 

 

 

 

In June a number of your committee 

members attended a gathering in leafy 

Buckinghamshire to celebrate a special 

birthday with John Symons. 

 

The barbeque was excellent and the 

weather could not have been better.  

 

When John’s cricket themed birthday 

cake was revealed, he was also 

presented with the hat, complete with 

candles he is wearing in the picture. 

 

A great time was had by all.  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/33104/The-Wonder-of-this-age-the-strange-story-of-Roger-Crab-Ickenhams-hermit
https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/article/33104/The-Wonder-of-this-age-the-strange-story-of-Roger-Crab-Ickenhams-hermit
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EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 

 

Those members with an interest in Essex ancestors might like to know 

that Ancestry has added the following sets of transcriptions to their Card 

Catalogue: 

 

Images of these transcribed parish records are available but they are not 

free. Should you want an image there are links available to Essex Records 

Office.  

 
 

In the Card Catalogue you will also find these new categories: 

 

Images on the following are free to download: 

UK, D - Day War Diaries and Photographs, 1944 

Wales, Wills and P, 1513 - 1858 

The Staffordshire and Kent records are transcriptions only i.e. there are 

no images available.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society         5                                   September 2019 

In recent journals avid readers of our journal will have noticed the 

recurrence of articles with references to antique clocks. I found this item 

in the ‘i’ Newspaper dated 20th June 2019; I thought it might tempt our 

clock authors and others to look for hidden treasures from the past: 

 

‘Rather smaller than a 

shoebox, this little 

clock would stand 

unobtrusively on any 

mantelpiece. But this 

miniature timepiece 

has a rather large 

price tag attached to 

it – as it fetched 

almost £2m at auction 

yesterday, making it 

one of the rarest and 

most valuable clocks. 

 

The King William & 

Queen Mary Royal 

Tompion timepiece 

was crafted by master 

clockmaker Thomas Tompion for Queen Mary II in 1693, and features the 

royal arms. Known as the ‘Q’ clock, the silver mounted timepiece went 

under the hammer at Bomhams in London for £1,935,063 – the most ever 

for a Tompion clock’. 
 

NB Thomas Tompion (1639-1713): English master clock and watchmaker 

considered the father of English clock making. Early ownership of a 

Tompion was limited to monarchs, princes, aristocracy and wealthy 

merchants. 

 
We received this from Barbara Nield regarding ‘Reading Old English’: 
 

I have been reading our June 2018 journal and wonder if “Thamication” 

in line 10 could really be “The assumption” of the Blessed Virgin Mary?  

This is celebrated on or around 15th August in many countries.  Because 

it signified the Blessed Virgin’s passing into eternal life, it is the most 

important of all Marian feasts. 
 

Barbara found this searching on Google.                                          (contd.) 
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Finally a big apology is due from me, Alan Rowland, to member Douglas 

Adams. Back in November 2028 Douglas told us he wanted to resign 

from the committee and the post of web-master. It was too late to publish 

in the December issue and I must admit by the time the March and June 

2019 journals were being written I had forgotten his request.  

 

Therefore Douglas is no longer on the committee and is not our web-

master and I can only offer my sincere apology for my oversight. Sorry 

Douglas.  

 

 

 AN ORDINARY FAMILY (PART THREE) 

By Barbara Nield 
 

 

A Puzzling Death 

 

I had previously searched through many of the Death Indices at St. 

Catherine’s House, trying to find the death entry for Francis BONTEMS 

(sometimes called John Francis), all to no avail so I decided to leave that 

for the time being.  

 

There was a story in the family that he (or his father) had come from 

France to escape from the persecution of the Protestants. I began to 

wonder whether he might have returned there. 

 

Now that I had the clear statements that his name was Francis, that he 

was a builder, late of Hemel Hempstead and that he was dead by 

November I856 I felt I had a good chance of finding him.  

 

I returned to St. Catherine’s, and began with the March I857 Index and 

worked backwards through many more of those heavy books whilst 

jostling for a precious foot or two of space on the desks. I reached the 

1840s where I had previously stopped without success. Perplexed I once 

again put the task to one side. Perhaps he had died before I837? 

 

Some time later I managed to persuade my husband to take me on another 

visit to the Hertford Record Office so that I could search the Burial 

Records for Hemel Hempstead on micro-film. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I continued my search backwards until 27th August 1818 when I noticed 

entry No. 371 on Page 47, it read: 

 

John Francis BONTEMS Hemel Hempstead 27th August, 30 J. Hamilton 

 

At last - I know it said John F.B. but it had to be him. Had it been a more 

common name it could have been difficult be sure, but one very good 

thing about such an uncommon name is any reference is very likely to be 

a relation. I’m sure this is him!  

 

Poor Maria Isabella was left widowed with a young son; John Francis 

aged 4 and a new baby, William, only a few weeks old. 

I then wondered whether Maria had applied for Poor Relief. At the Herts 

Record Office I found the following entries at the under Misc. Records, 

Film D/P47-18/1: 

 

May 1819 Parish Relief 

May 12    Wid. Bunten 6s…..6d 

                 J. Bonten, child 1s…..0d 

May 26    Wd. Bonham 6s…..6d 

                 J. Bonten 1s…..0d  

 

On each occasion there were many entries between the mother and child. 

In the I.G.I. I had found the entry of the marriage of Francis BONTIMS 

(sic) to Maria Isabella Ruth at St. Pancras Old Church on 8th December 

1811, where I found the marriage of his son some 22 years later.  

 

This might be the right place to add a note about not being too rigid in our 

thoughts about the spelling of ‘our’ names. In years past when many 

people couldn’t read or write they would just say their name and it would 

be in the hands of the poor clerk or registrar to write down what they 

heard or thought the spelling would be! Also regional accents could play 

a part in changing spelling. 

 

For example I searched the 1881 census for my BONTEMS family in 

Leicester where I thought they should be but I couldn’t find them. Then I 

tried Herts, Kent and Middlesex. Still no luck; so I thought I would try 

Leicester again with different spellings of the name. Sure enough I found 

them under BENTEMS.                                                                   (contd.) 

 

 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society         8                                   September 2019 

I inspected the image and decided the ‘O’ could certainly be misread for 

an ‘E’. In the same entry ‘Acton’ had been written as ‘Hackton’. Whether 

this was because my James Steward BONTEMS pronounced it thus or 

lack of knowledge on the part of the enumerator, I don't know. 

 

The Revd. William BONTEMS 

 

Before I found the death of (John) Francis, I had failed to find him 

through his son, John Francis, so I thought the next thing to try would be 

through his second son, William. 

 

I hoped I might find a marriage entry for William at St. Catherine's House 

which would reveal where he lived and perhaps find if his parents were 

nearby. The only record I had was of his baptism at Hemel Hempstead on 

19th July 1818, so I could be in luck as he would be only 20 years old 

when the central collection of records began at St. Catherine's.  

 

Earlier in my research I had made a note of BONTEMS deaths I837-1928 

and I was so pleased that I did because they contained two entries which I 

hoped would be William and his wife. This William BONTEMS had died 

aged 50 in I868, which tied in with my William’s birth, in Stokesley, 

Yorkshire and a Jane BONTEMS had died aged 47 in Berwick in 1874. I 

felt it was worth taking a chance on ordering the two certificates and so it 

proved when I found they were indeed husband and wife. It was also 

interesting to find from his death certificate that he was Revd. William 

BONTEMS, a Baptist Minister. Later I discovered that his widow, Jane, 

was staying (possibly living) with her widowed sister, Margaret Chisholm 

when she died. Although I didn’t find the whereabouts of his parents, I 

was now interested to find out about the Revd. William. 

 

My next visit was to the Newspaper Library at Colindale. Now armed 

with his date and place of death I hoped to find an obituary. With these 

details I felt sure this would not be too difficult but it was very 

frustrating. The local papers seemed to close before 1868 or open 

afterwards! But at last I found one, the ‘South Durham and Cleveland 

Mercury’, Published Wednesday and Saturday, which covered the date I 

wanted. On Saturday 8th August I868 I found his death announcement, 

but I couldn’t find an obituary in the next few issues. I hoped I hadn’t 

missed it.  

 
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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In the catalogue drawers I found a note of a journal called ‘The Freeman’ 

(the organ of Baptists) and there I found in the issue dated August 21st 

1868 an obituary detailing his work for the Baptist Church in 

Middlesbrough, his death, that he was born in Hemel Hempstead and 

educated at Horton College. The obituary was attributed to the 

‘Middlesbrough Gazette’ (the Library has copies beginning in 1870). 

 

My next step was to call a Baptist Church in London and enquire where I 

might go to find further any details of the Reverend William and was 

advised to try Regent's Park College, Oxford, for the Baptist Archives. 

 

My call to the college was most exciting! The helpful Librarian said yes, 

we do have a card for William BONTEMS, and she ran briefly through 

his details: 

1838 Northampton, College Street Church. 

I841-42 West Indies (descended from a Planter of Jamaica!) 

1842-45 Horton College, Bradford. 

1846 Boston, Lincs. 

1847 Swaisey 

1848 Whitchurch, Shropshire. 

1857 Hereford 

1861 Hartlepool 

1864 Middlesbrough 

 

Well, perhaps you can imagine my astonishment at all this, particularly 

the part about being descended from a Jamaican planter! A letter 

followed with a most interesting biographical note on Revd. William. 

This stated that: 

 

‘The Rev. William BONTEMS was the descendant of a Jamaica planter, 

and himself went as missionary to the West Indies. The family name 

apparently was originally BONTEMPS. His grandfather, the sugar 

planter, was killed by his slaves, who burnt him and his house. The son, a 

mere child, was brought over to England by a friend. It is believed that 

the father’s possessions in Jamaica were of considerable value, but no 

one took up the matter for the boy, the sole survivor of the family, and the 

property was lost. This orphaned lad became the father of William and 

John Francis BONTEMS. Two of his sisters were Mrs. Richard HARRIS 

and Mrs.George NEAL of Newland, Northampton. 
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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Both these collateral families were intimately associated with College 

Lane Church ........William was employed by his uncle HARRIS, who was 

a ...... builder with a very large business connection ...’. 

 

Also enclosed was an extract from a letter from Revd. William dated 21st 

July I841 on his arrival as a missionary at Nassau where he said ‘he 

preached in both Chapels on Sunday ....there could not have been less 

than 700 people in the evening.... At a prayer meeting on Monday evening 

there were nearly 400 people, and the propriety with which they 

expressed themselves surprised and delighted me’.  

 

The biography also said that Mr. BONTEM’s health completely broke 

down under the new climate. He was attacked with yellow fever which 

nearly proved fatal and returned home within twelve months. 

 

The letter from the Regent's Park College also told me of a lady of 

Middlesbrough who was researching the Baptist Churches of 

Middlesbrough. I wrote to her explaining my interest and was delighted 

with her reply. In her book ‘The History and Development of the Baptist 

Churches in Middlesbrough’ Doreen Gibbins has included a chapter on 

William BONTEMS and a picture of him. Evidently this picture was 

among others found in a bundle in a boiler house of a Baptist Chapel, 

nobody realising at first what the bundle was. The Deacons agreed that 

the pictures should be placed in the Cleveland Archives, and following 

this agreement the Archivist had them cleaned and photographed. Also 

included in Mrs. Gibbins’ book is a copy of his signature on some 

drawings of a proposed Church. The signature looks very much like 

BONTENIS (I‘ve seen that name somewhere, but where?).  

 

All this was overwhelming. I now had so much information on his 

movements that I hardly knew where to begin. 

 

I was very curious to read about John Francis and William's Father. One 

sentence reads ‘…The boy, the sole survivor of the family’ then continues 

‘…Two of his sisters were Mrs. Richard HARRIS and Mrs. George NEAL 

of Newland, Northampton’. 

 

A visit to Northampton Record Office was now a must! This proved to be 

another very interesting day.  
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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In CSBC 54, Members of College Street Baptist Church, I found this 

entry: 

 

‘1838 March 25 Mr. BONTRONS - Northampton - Aug. 25 1849 

Dismissed to be the Pastor of Whitchurch, Shropshire’. 

 

There were references to members of the HARRIS and NEALE families, 

also BONHAM and BONTRON names, which might have relevance, but 

nothing definite. One day I will have to return and try again. 

 

In the minutes of church meetings there were some interesting and 

relevant entries: 

 

‘Page 218 May 24 1839 

(5) The Pastor stated that friend Wm BONTHEM had long cherished a 

desire to be employed in Missy. work, it was therefore resolved that he be 

invited to speak before the Church at the next Church meeting. 

Page 219 June 20 1839 

(5) According to minute 5 of the last meeting friend BONTEM was 

present but after he began to speak was taken very poorly, it stands 

therefore to the next meeting. 

Page 220 July 26 1839 

(5) No. 5 of the last meeting stands over and it was a matter of 

conversation whether some more suitable way of exercising the gifts of 

our Bretheren might not be devised, than the present. 

Page 222 Sept. 27 1839 

(4) Mr. BONTEMS exercised his gifts, agreed to encourage him to speak 

in the villages and at a future time again to speak before the Church’. 

 

Back at the Society of Genealogists, I searched Poll Books for 

Northampton, hoping to find an address for William and his Uncle 

HARRIS. I found several entries for HARRIS, one Richard a carpenter in 

Ladies Lane may be relevant, also Richard a cabinet maker of College 

Street (they were found in NH/P5 for 1830). In 1831 a George NEAL, 

shoemaker caught my eye - his address was Narrow Toe Lane! Lovely! 

 

Next I decided to search in Whitchurch in the 1851 Census as I knew 

William was there from 1849-1857. In the Slaters Directory for 1850 for 

Whitchurch, on fiche in P.R.O., I discovered, under ‘Clergy’, Revd. Wm. 

BONTEMS, High Street, Whitchurch.                                             (contd.) 
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I couldn’t find him there in the 1851 census. ‘Places of Worship’ stated 

that the Baptist Chapel is in Green End - I tried this area but again no 

trace of William. Eventually I found him as a lodger with an Ironmonger 

and his wife in Alkington Road. I noticed an ‘X’ in the Blind/deaf/dumb 

column and for a few moments I puzzled over this, thinking of these three 

handicaps I suppose he must have been getting deaf – then I noticed the 

family he is living with was also marked and the next family! On closer 

examination I realised someone had gone through the census marking 

those not born in Shropshire! I also noticed he is said to have been born 

in Herefordshire, Hemel Hempstead. 

 

It was now time to look for his marriage. He was a long time at 

Whitchurch and in 1851 a lodger. So I decided to work from there.  

 

This time I tried the Marriage Index on fiche at Soc. Gen. and in the 

September Quarter of 1862 I found the marriage. He married Jane 

BLACK on 8th July, at the Presbyterian Church, Etal, Northumberland. 

His address is given as Regent Square, Hartlepool. I couldn't find him 

there in I861 census so tried in Jane’s address, Hay Farm, Ford, where I 

found her acting as Housekeeper to her brother Thomas who was a 

farmer, also unmarried.  

 

Nearby was the Baptist Chapel and lodging at Ford Forge, with a Spade 

and shovel Manufacturer and his family, was William BONTEMS 

squeezed in noted ‘mistake’ and this time born in Hampstead, Herts! 

 

It’s strange how things happen sometimes. A little while after I had found 

this Ford connection I was browsing through a few postcards in a charity 

shop in Ruislip, when I noticed two pictures of Lady Waterford Hall, 

Ford, Northumberland, built as a School in I860. One was a view of the 

Hall outside and the other an internal view with beautiful murals. The 

reverse says they began in I861 with Cain and Abel and ended in I862 

with St. Paul at the Feet of Gamaliel. A few months later I heard part of 

an interview on the radio with, I think, Lord Waterford talking to John 

Dunne about those murals. He said the faces were modelled on local 

inhabitants.  

 

Could William be among them? Something else to be researched! 
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FAMILY HISTORY IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
 

 

There are many challenges facing family history societies in the current 

environment. The growth of online resources and the preponderance of a 

few commercial companies acquiring the rights to a large amount of 

historical data are among the key factors involved. 

 

Although we are relatively small, your committee have over the last year 

or two been exploring ways of making the Society more relevant to the 

needs of our members. We do need to adapt, this does not mean that what 

we did previously has to be abandoned but rather that we need to change 

and add new dimensions to what we do. 

 

Of course we are not alone in this. Virtually all family history societies 

face many of the same issues and the Federation of Family History 

Societies, of which we are a member, recently ran a series of seminars for 

societies to collectively examine the problems and possible solutions.  

 

Susan Hutson, secretary of the Huddersfield & District Family History 

Society gave a presentation at the seminar in Harrogate which raised many 

points that are particularly relevant to our own society, as well as many 

others around the country. Some of the suggestions we already employ but 

others might be worth considering. 

 

‘Family History Societies in the 21 Century: 

What can we do differently?’ 

 

What are we seeking to achieve? We need to make family history societies 

more relevant to today and to encourage more people to use societies as an 

important support in their research. Encourage people to become 

volunteers ˗ catch people as they retire! Use the skills of volunteers 

appropriately. I will share today some of the ideas that have worked for our 

Society. 

 

The problems we face: 

Pace of change in IT and subscription websites;  

Falling membership; 

Lack of volunteers;  

Funding; Publicity and marketing.                                                    (contd.) 
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What was done in the early days?  

Regular meetings attended by large numbers of people, mainly in the 

evening. These worked because they offered mutual support ˗ help with 

how to go about researching. Willing volunteers were sought to produce 

transcriptions of records not easily accessible. 

Interesting speakers. 

  

How might this be done differently? 

Consider day time meetings ˗ people often don’t want to turn out now in 

the evening. 

Use accessible venues ˗ possibly rotate venues if this suits your area. 

No research room? Use libraries ˗ libraries are changing; they want to offer 

more than just books ˗ now community hubs. 

Search out local groups ˗ they are always looking for speakers ˗ promote 

family history. 

U3A important partner for us. 

Use of IT and subscription websites. 

People need to be encouraged to understand the help that is available. We 

all know there are skills in using Ancestry, FindmyPast and other online 

records ˗ TV programmes and the companies themselves make it look too 

easy! We need to promote how we can add value. 

Research room: use the best IT possible; consider grant applications.                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                              

How can we encourage more members? 

Hold more local events in different towns and villages. 

Tag on to established events linked to history and our target audience. 

Link to local U3A if possible. 

Support Heritage Open Weekend events. 

History events in Community/Village Halls. 

Work closely with libraries ˗ ask to be part of relevant events 

 

Do new things! 

Consider providing beginners’ family history courses. 

Do you have the skills to do more advanced courses?  

Search out the experts in your membership. 

Have a Pop Up Shop or stall at local craft events/markets. 

Start using social media. Better use of your website to promote events and 

what you sell ˗ update regularly. 

 

 Ancestral Tourism and House history help.                                     (contd.) 
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Consider your publications. 

Are you still transcribing the same type of records? 

Advertise for new transcribers ˗ think about new records which might be 

available ˗ one Yorkshire Society is looking at school log books. 

We have recently designed our own Ancestral File to include space for 

the 1939 National Register and looking to the future the l92l census! This 

is our biggest seller. 

 

Publicity and marketing. 

Ensure that libraries, community halls and similar are stocked up 

regularly with your leaflets. 

Consider sending all libraries in your area your journal ˗ for a corporate 

membership payment. 

Insert publicity into it for display 

Is there somewhere to stock leaflets at the local railway station, in local 

supermarkets? 

Free information in door to door publicity magazines. 

Promote through your local newspaper. 

Do all this regularly and consistently. 

 

Use social media. 

This is the most important thing you must embrace, but do it well! 

Find at least one willing volunteer who will promote via Twitter and 

Facebook. 

Facebook’s demographic is changing. 

Join ‘Then & Now’ groups on Facebook and participate regularly. 

Share posts from other local history and social history sites ˗ post every 

day ˗ keep up the interest in your page. 

 

Apply for Grants. 

Kirklees Community Partnership Grant enabled a first upgrade of our 

computers. 

Heritage Lottery Grant to fund a local publication has given us the ability 

to upgrade to brand new computers this year ˗ vital to what we offer to 

members. 

If you have premises you will need to put policies in place ˗ health & 

safety, safeguarding etc. 

 

 
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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‘Give as You Live’ and similar funding opportunities. 

Offers percentages to charities when people buy from major online stores 

such as Amazon, Boots, M & S, eBay and many more. 

Apply to be a local charitable concern via the Co-op Card ˗ if successful 

this lasts for 12 months and local people can choose to support you. 

There are other similar options available e.g. InstaGiv 

 

Other new approaches. 

Don’t underestimate the value of promoting Ancestral Tourism. 

Facilitate research into House Histories. 

DNA research ˗ what can we do support this? 

Promote ‘paid for’ research ˗ we now regularly receive quite large 

donations ˗ different rates for members and non- members 

 

Finding new volunteers. The difficult bit! 

Not enough to advertise in your journal, rarely works. 

Need to search out suitable people and ask them face to face. 

Get to know your local membership ˗ they will have vital skills. 

We have just found a new committee member with DNA expertise! 

 

It’s not easy — just needs one or two people to encourage others. 

It needs dedication and commitment and a willingness to change the way 

things have always been done. 

Success seems to breed success. 

We don’t have all the answers but we are maintaining membership 

numbers year on year now. 

 

As many of you will be aware we already make use of several of Susan’s 

suggestions in particular co-operation with libraries, web site, paid 

research, social media, combined U3A activities and meetings in the 

daytime during the winter. There are other things we would love to do if 

we had the funds and, even more importantly, the people to help us achieve 

these objectives. 

 

This is your Society though. Are there any suggestions made by Susan or 

other measures that you think we could adopt? We will look carefully at 

any ideas put forward which you can do by speaking to any of the 

committee at one of our events or email us at: enquiries@hfhs.org.uk 

 

Thank you for your continuing support 

 

 
 

mailto:enquiries@hfhs.org.uk
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ELLEN TERRY 1847 ─ 1928 

By April Wood (Ashton A21) 
 

 

April has expanded her reference to Smallhythe Place, Tenterden (June 

edition 2019, Editors’ Jottings) with more information.   

 

Alice Ellen Terry, known professionally as Ellen Terry was born in 

Coventry in 1847 to Sarah (née Ballard) and Benjamin Terry while on 

tour. Benjamin and Sarah were to become founders of a large theatrical 

dynasty, which included their daughter Ellen who became England’s 

leading Shakespearian actress of her time, and Kate whose grandson was 

John Gielgud. 

 

In 1878 Ellen Terry joined Henry Irvine’s theatrical company and it is 

reputed that one day whilst driving with him in her pony and trap from 

Rye to Tenterden (once a Cinque port), they passed through the small 

village of Smallhythe, to the south of Tenterden. It was here that her eyes 

alighted upon a 16th century timber framed village farmhouse, previously 

a simple working farm but also earlier, part of the thriving shipyard. 

 

It was in 1899, whilst living in 

Chelsea, that she received a 

postcard letting her know that 

Small Hythe Place was for sale. 

By this time it was in a semi 

derelict state, but fortunately help 

was available from a reputable 

Tenterden builder, Thomas 

CRUTTENDEN. Thomas was 

my great grandfather who lived in 

Tenterden High Street with his 

wife Martha and large family.  

 

To the rear of the family home 

were his workshops and from 

surviving estimates, invoices and 

receipts that renovation of the 

property lasted from the purchase 

of the property until 1912. (contd.) 
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Birds had entered the buildings ceilings were falling in and joists had to 

be replaced as well as some lathe and plaster work. During this time a 

Paul Cooper appears to have supervised the work, on occasion reporting 

to Edith (Edy) Craig, a daughter of Ellen Terry who lived in the Priests 

House, a nearby cottage. Fortunately Thomas CRUTTENDEN was able 

to escort Paul Cooper around the property, both of them travelling over 

from Tenterden in Thomas CRUTTENDEN’s large pony and trap, 

sometimes under a large umbrella. On occasions progress reports were 

sent directly to Ellen Terry who was touring America in 1907 where she 

married her co-star, James Carew, thirty years her junior! In 1912 she 

undertook a tour of England visiting twelve cities over two months. For 

Ellen Terry, Smallhythe Place became a retreat, away from the demands 

of her busy acting career. 

 

Having undertaken this labour of love over many years, Thomas 

CRUTTENDEN, together with Martha his wife, was invited to take tea 

with Ellen at Smallhythe Place. Perhaps this was a gesture of friendship 

and thanks to the man who had created a place that provided Ellen Terry 

with the refuge of peace and solace that she was to enjoy until her death 

in 1928. We shall never know, but I like to think so.  

 

 

Thomas Cruttenden 1839-1922 & Martha (Hicks) Cruttenden 1837-1922 

c1900                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                        (contd.)  
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Smallhythe Place is now owned by The National Trust, it was bequeathed 

by Edy Craig following her mother’s death. 

  

Smallhythe Place, picture from the National Trust.  
 

 

 

 

 

‘BUT IT MAKES A GOOD STORY’ 

OH NO, IT DOESN’T! 

By Melanie Winterbotham 
 

 

Here we present another of Melanie’s examples of pitfalls that can 

confront the unwary researcher. 

 

It is not always easy to track a non-conformist family with a common 

name. My HART ancestry has suffered two misrepresentations; one 

unforgivable, the other perfectly understandable. 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In 1999 when the W. Eaden Lilley department store in Cambridge closed, 

Ian Orme, a journalist, was commissioned to write its history.  Sadly, he 

had a cavalier attitude to accuracy. Earlier he had named the famous 

founder of the Suffragette movement (Emmeline Pankhurst) as Emily and 

he also played fast and loose with genealogy! 

 

In 1793 Elizabeth HART married William EADEN a former apprentice 

of Joseph HART, a Haberdasher in Cambridge.  As William later took 

over the business, it looked likely that Elizabeth had a family connection 

to Joseph, but she was not his daughter.  

 

  

 

Not only had Joseph HART never married, but William and Elizabeth’s 

children are recorded at Dr. Williams’s Library, where non-conformists 

could register their children and obtain a birth certificate.   

 

Both the certificate and the register give the names of the mother’s 

parents, as well as the witnesses of the birth and these records show that 

Elizabeth HART was the daughter of Bartholomew and Elizabeth HART. 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Ian Orme was directed to this information, which was also repeated in 

notes in the Cambridgeshire archives but he chose to ignore it! He 

announced in his book that William EADEN married the boss’s daughter! 

You can imagine my reaction.  This is my family’s history being 

distorted! 

I was fortunate to find a very assiduous researcher who had already 

looked into my HART family. By deduction, he had correctly allocated 

Elizabeth’s father Bartholomew to a family in Burwell, Cambridgeshire; 

his baptism is unrecorded, but there is a brother Joseph. My fellow 

researcher was careful to warn me that he did not have absolute proof.   

 

In the fullness of time, we have been able to prove that his hunch was 

right. Access to newspapers has helped: the Ipswich journal announced 

the 1793 marriage – the bride was ‘niece of Mr Joseph Hart in 

Shoemaker Row’. 

 

Elizabeth’s mother was still unidentified and here my researcher did 

make a mistake. Because he had not managed to find enough information 

he did not know that Bartholomew had moved into Huntingdonshire. All 

he knew was that Bartholomew appears to have married an Elizabeth 

SPARKS in 1758 and he certainly had a daughter Sarah around 1760 who 

is also connected with the shop.   

 

However, after Bartholomew’s death in 1776, his children of various ages 

were baptised in the C. of E. in Warboys, Cambridgeshire at the behest of 

a relative (I wish I knew who!). This led me to another marriage – to 

Elizabeth WRIGHT in 1765. As one of the children was named ‘Wright 

Hart’, I know she is my ancestor, but it was unhelpful that both wives had 

the same name. 

 

Despite the fairly unusual name of Bartholomew, this family is still hard 

to fathom, but my discovery of the second wife shows that we can never 

rest on our laurels, and should always re-visit and keep our eyes open. 
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HOW I TRACKED DOWN A DIVORCE 

By Mike Brooks 
 

 

I was able to solve a family mystery about my grandfather’s first 

marriage when I obtained his divorce papers from the National Archives, 

in Kew. 

 

There was a rumour that the first wife of our grandfather, Archie FISH, 

had an affair while he was away in the First World War. But was this 

true? 

 

With no surviving relatives to ask, my sister and I were at a loss. Then 

together with Alan, at the Hillingdon Family History Society, I tracked 

down the marriage certificate for Archie and his first wife Nellie 

SHELDON, which was dated January 1916. I already knew that Archie 

married his second wife, my grandmother, in Stockport in 1927. I had 

been unable to find a death for Nellie FISH between 1916 and 1927 so it 

seemed that, short of bigamy, a divorce must have occurred. 

 

Working between the two marriage dates and armed with the names I was 

able to search for the official divorce papers on line at the National 

Archives, the official public archive of the UK government which holds a 

diverse range of records dating back centuries, including the Domesday 

Book, WWW1 army diaries as well as an assortment of army, navy and 

RAF records, ships’ passenger lists, information about medals, wills and 

much more. 

 

However, a word of warning: the National Archives website is tricky to 

navigate so in order to help other members, here’s what I did; 

 

First I registered at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. Then, I looked in 

‘Research guides’, selected ‘Divorce’ and put the relevant names in the 

search box in section 4.4. This didn’t generate a result, but I was offered 

the chance to do an ‘Advanced search’. This enabled me to enter more 

information which in turn produced a reference for my grandfather’s 

divorce. 

 

I paid a £8.40 ‘page check’ fee and a couple of days later I received an 

email telling me they did indeed have the divorce papers.             (contd.) 

 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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I needed to pay a further £6 copy fee and the documents were then sent to 

me electronically. 

 

Now came the moment of truth. 

 

My grandfather’s divorce papers made interesting reading. Here, amid the 

legalese – much of it written in elegant longhand – I had the facts about 

the divorce. It was confirmed that Archie’s first wife Nellie had had an 

affair. However, this didn’t happen during the First World War but in 

1924, eight years into the marriage. The papers told me that Nellie and a 

local man had gone to Blackpool on Christmas Day and stayed in what 

seems to have been a B&B for five days. After that, Nellie moved in with 

the man and my grandfather filed for divorce a few days later. 

 

What the papers didn’t offer were any personal details. There was no 

mention of the state of the marriage or when the affair had started, and so 

on. Such information could only be surmised. 

 

However, from a family history perspective, this was an important piece 

of research – another thread in the tapestry. 

 

I knew little about my grandfather. I was only two years old when he died 

in 1969. I have only one memory of him. My family visited Archie and 

May FISH – known to me as Grandpa and Grandma FISH – at their 

house in Stockport. I remember Archie seated in his armchair in the 

lounge and he was smiling and being friendly. He was being jokey but I 

can’t remember what he said.  

 

I remember he had a large hearing aid and his bald head fascinated me. I 

nervously crept up behind him and patted his bald pate, which I recall 

made everyone laugh. My older sister tells me that Grandpa would often 

joke that the army was to blame for his baldness because they made him 

wear a beret! 

 

Aged 26, Archie, a clerk by trade, had signed up to the 2/1st Cheshire 

Yeomanry in January 1915. Yeomanries, a part of the British Army 

reserve, were comprised mostly of mounted infantry until they converted 

to cyclists in 1916. 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The earlier of the two photos of Archie (see below) shows him holding a 

riding crop: so it seems Archie started the war as a horseman then became 

a cyclist. 

 

Cyclists were commonplace in armies at this time: bicycles offered silent 

mobility on the battlefield and were cheap to manufacture and maintain.  

 

Archie’s regiment was based in Morpeth, Northumberland, it then moved 

to Acklington, in the same county. It then moved The Curragh Camp in 

the Republic of Ireland, where Archie rose to the rank of sergeant.  

 

We were able to find my grandfather’s military records on Ancestry. In 

February 1917, two years after signing up, Archie complained of 

palpitations and shortness of breath. At first he attributed the symptoms to 

excessive training and having to ride a heavy bicycle, but eventually his 

condition was diagnosed as mitral regurgitation, a complication of blood 

flow in the heart.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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A couple of months later, Nellie became pregnant, and eventually gave 

birth to a son, George Kenneth. Tragically, baby George died in February 

1919, aged just 9 months, of chronic gastritis and bronchitis. The news 

hastened Archie’s departure from the army: I assume the discharge was 

speeded up to coincide with compassionate leave.  

 

The impact of the loss of their child on Archie and Nellie’s relationship 

can only be guessed at. There are no records of other children being 

conceived or born. Perhaps by the time of Nellie’s affair the marriage was 

already over in all but name.  

 

Archie married his second wife, May, two years later, and they had a 

child, Marjorie, my mother, two years after that. 

 

A keen footballer and cricketer as well as latterly, a crown green bowler, 

a local newspaper obituary said that Archie had been ‘for more than 50 

years one of the best known personalities in local amateur sport’. 

 

Archie and May FISH had a long and happy marriage. 

 

Mike Brooks is a writer and psychotherapist. He is available to help you 

with writing and publishing your memoir or family history. Visit 

www.brooksbooks.co.uk or call 07944 748573. 

 

 

WW1 CONSCRIPTION 

By Alan Rowland 
 

 

Within a year of Great Britain declaring war on Germany in August 1914, 

it had become obvious that it was not possible to continue fighting by 

relying on voluntary recruits.    

 

Lord Kitchener’s campaign – promoted by his famous ‘Your Country 

Needs You’ poster – had encouraged over one million men to enlist by 

January 1915.  But this was not enough to keep pace with mounting 

casualties.    

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 

 

 

http://www.brooksbooks.co.uk/
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The government saw no alternative but to increase numbers by 

conscription – compulsory active service. Parliament was deeply divided 

but recognised that because of the imminent collapse of the morale of the 

French army, immediate action was essential.    

 

In January 1916 the Military Service Act was passed. This imposed 

conscription on all single men aged between 18 and 41, but exempted the 

medically unfit, clergymen, teachers and certain classes of industrial 

worker.   

 

Conscientious objectors – men who objected to fighting on moral 

grounds– were also exempted, and were in most cases given civilian jobs 

or non-fighting roles at the front.   

 

A second Act passed in May 1916 extended conscription to married men. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PRICE OF DEATH 

By John Symons 
 

 

A cousin recently contacted me about a shared ancestor, Thomas Jarvis, 

who died in Harmondsworth in 1786.  

 

In the burial record for the church of St. Mary the Virgin for 21st 

February there are some additional comments that follow the name and 

date. I had noticed these comments myself many years ago but had not 

followed them up. Perhaps I should now. 

 

What do they mean?  

 

You will see these in the extract reproduced below from the register on 

Ancestry in the London Metropolitan Archives.  

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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It appears to say ‘His executor and residuary legatee refuses to pay the 

church dues especially 10s mortuary although it appears by this book to 

have been usual for 85 years and was paid for his grandfather in 1764’.  

 

An investigation shows that this is not a mortuary i.e. a building, but a 

mortuary fee of ten shillings and effectively a death tax. This had been 

introduced by Henry VIII no less but it was applied with varying 

standards of vigour across the country.  

 

Officially it was so the vicar could say prayers for the deceased but in 

reality it was only applicable to male parishioners and in any case many 

would not have been able to afford it. Thomas’s heirs were far from alone 

in demurring against this imposition even though they probably could 

have paid it. It was paid for his grandfather (who I thought was his father 

but that’s another story) in 1764.  

 

Has anyone else found these payments? 

 

This is not the only matter of note in the above register. Look at the 

adjacent entries: 
 

‘January 9th John Tillier killed by a wagon as per Coroners w’ 

 

‘February 1st Elizabeth Faulkner of Iver drowned as per Coroners w’ 

 

And most sensationally: 

 

‘Mar 2nd A Stranger murdered as per Coroners w’ 

 

Harmondsworth looked a decidedly dangerous place at that time. As far 

as I know at least Thomas died of natural causes. 

 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society         28                                   September 2019 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

 

We received the following response to our report of the February 2019 

talk (The Day the Bomb Dropped on E.M.I) from David Butler (B32): 

 

Dear John, I read with interest the write up about the talk on the E.M.I. 

bomb. I was an apprentice at E.M.I. starting in 1951 and there were 

conflicting stories about the bomb then.  

 

I understood that the bomb, no mention of a V1, landed on an air raid 

shelter killing those who had been prudent enough to take shelter there.  

 

As a follow up we then had the Dawley works ghost. This was a lady who 

walked the long corridor in the Dawley works adjacent to the railway 

line. Looking for her husband to bring him his lunch which he had 

forgotten. Unfortunately he was reputed to be one of the casualties. 

 

Additionally the story we were told as to why the Factory was not 

bombed was due to the two water towers which were supposedly used by 

the Luftwaffe as a turning point when they then followed the railway into 

London. 

 

Probably a few urban myths here but could this make for a discussion 

point in the Journal? Are there any other old timers out there who might 

remember any of this? 

 

Thank you Dave, we do appreciate receiving comments and criticisms 

from members and David has thrown some new possibilities into the 

E.M.I. bomb incident. 

 

If anyone can add to this discussion or can throw new light on this or any 

other journal article please do not hesitate to let us know.  
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HAYES FUN DAY ─ WE WERE THERE! 
 

 

We had an enjoyable day at Hayes Fun Day, luckily there was no rain 

although it was quite cloudy at times after a very hot start to the morning.  

 

Jean, Gill and Pat were there to answer questions and sell books. 

 

This used to be Hayes Carnival day but unfortunately due to health and 

safety regulations they cannot now hold the procession of floats which is 

a pity because it did bring in the crowds.   

 

There were unfortunately not as many stalls selling things other than 

tombolas or raffles.  

 

Still we had a few interesting chats to people with some interest in family 

history. We were entertained during the day by a Bollywood dance group 

and a children’s choir from a local school. 
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A TALK ─ THE WOMEN’S ARMY AUXILIARY CORPS  

IN FRANCE 1917-21 

By John Symons 
 

 

For the May meeting our speaker was Dr Samantha Philo-Gill. Her 

lifelong interest is military history and as part of her PhD in Creative 

Writing from Brunel University, Uxbridge, Middlesex she chose to 

examine the representation of women as war workers in literature during 

the First World War. This became the basis of her book about the 

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) and the subject of her talk on 

Thursday 16th May was about this relatively little known organisation.   

 

The most obvious departure from established norms was the employment 

of women directly into military service. They had previously served in 

various voluntary roles such as nurses for the injured men. Then during 

the First World War other groups such as the Women’s Volunteer Service 

and the Women’s Legion provided a means for them to engage in other 

types of support activities alongside the British Army. As the war took its 

toll on the numbers of fighting men the military establishment needed 

more radical alternatives.  

 

To examine possible solutions a committee was formed and predictably 

views about how women would be less well equipped to withstand the 

privations likely to be experience were expressed. There was however an 

overwhelming need to replace men in non-combatant positions and so it 

was in early 1917 the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) was 

formed. The Corps Controller in France was Dr Helen Gwynne-Vaughan. 

 

Advertising was put in place and by March 1917 the available positions 

were oversubscribed with 16,000 women applying. The jobs included 

telephonists and telegraphers, clerks, canteen staff, motor transport 

drivers and mechanics, canteen staff and many more. Recruitment camps 

were set up in Britain and shortly after many of the women were posted 

to France. The support camps were located at a supposedly safe distance 

from the front line. By the end of the war the number of women in the 

WAAC had risen to 56,000. 

 

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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WAAC Mechanics in WW1. (From the author's own collection). 

 

In the main there was much public support for the Corps. In the camps 

themselves regulations were similar to those applying to men. Socialising 

with servicemen was allowed but not with officers. Pay was lower than 

men and were based on grades rather rank with the lower grades referred 

to as ‘workers’, Non-Commissioned Officer equivalents known as 

forewomen and officer equivalents who were known as officials. 

 

Although the camps were located behind the lines, this did not mean that 

they were immune from danger. There were air raids and during the 

German Offensives of 1918 an aerial torpedo was dropped on the WAAC 

Camp 1 in Abbeville which killed nine women and injured six. The dead 

were buried at Abbeville with full military honours. Overall though, the 

vast majority of the serving women came through the war unscathed. 

 

After the armistice the WAAC continued in being but the women were 

often assigned new duties, border control for example. Most of the men 

were in the process of demobilisation and the women helped fill jobs 

previously undertaken by men.  

 

Thereafter the WAAC was also wound down and finally disbanded on 30 

April 1920. In 1921 it was announced that British War and Victory 

medals were available for WAAC members who served in France. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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From a family history perspective few will find WAAC members in their 

families – but please tell us if you do. The service records are available in 

Class WO398 in The National Archives although, like the men, many 

were destroyed during the Second World War with about 7,000 surviving. 

At least one of these was local, Lillian Davies born in Uxbridge on 12 

March 1891 (WO 398/55/21). 

 

The example set by the formation of the WAAC lasted well after its 

demise. Although there was no seamless transition, all three services later 

took on women members under the auspices of the Women’s Royal 

Army Corps (WRAC), the Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS) and 

the Women’s Royal Air Force (WRAF).  

 

Just as significant though was the status 

of women as employees in all walks of 

life where prospects were very limited 

prior to the First World War. It also had 

an impact on the class system. When 

the WAAC was formed there was 

concern that women from domestic 

positions should really be only assigned 

similar duties in the WAAC. Whichever 

way this is viewed the role of women in 

society had fundamentally changed. 

 

Samantha gave an excellent 

presentation of all this and much more.  

You can read the full story in her book 

“The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 

in France 1917-1921” published by 

Pen & Sword ISBN 1473833590. 

 

 

A TALK ─ THE UNDERGROUND AT WAR 

By John Symons 
 

 

The subject of the talk for the 18th July meeting was London’s 

Underground network and its role at times of conflict, notably during the 

Second World War.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The speaker was David Burnell who, as a life-long student of the 

Underground’s history, raises money for charity by giving talks to many 

local groups and societies. He also runs courses at City Lit, an adult 

education college with charitable status in Holborn, London founded by 

the London County Council in 1919. He is a volunteer ‘poster and art’ 

guide at the London Transport Museum and he also runs award winning 

station architecture tours. The talk was accompanied by a number of 

contemporary photographs. 

 

The outbreak of war in 1939 saw the London Underground put to a 

number of uses never envisaged in peace time. Most notably the public 

quickly recognised that the deep tunnels and stations offered a place of 

relative safety during bombing raids.  

Picture from Sheffield University via Google. 
 

Initially the government forbade their use but soon bowed to the 

inevitable and organised night shelters after the last trains had passed.  

 

This action probably saved many lives although a direct hit on a station 

like the one at St. Paul’s still caused a number of casualties. The largest 

loss of life was however at Bethnal Green which was not caused directly 

by enemy action at all but by a failure of crowd control on an escalator 

shaft which led to many being trampled.                                         (contd.) 
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Another use was the government’s command centre at Down Street, a 

disused station on the Piccadilly Line between Hyde Park Corner and 

Green Park. It was sometimes used by the War Cabinet and is still there 

today although derelict.  

 

Over in East London the new but uncompleted Central Line tunnels were 

used for war production. 

 

After 1945 it took many years before the network regained its pre-war 

status. All the necessary repairs were carried out and planned 

enhancements like the Central Line extension were finally completed.  

 

David’s presentation showed what a valuable role it performed during the 

war. 

NB Down Street Station is open to visitors but a visit must be pre-booked. 

See: www.ltmuseum.co.uk The cost of tickets is £85.00 per adult (£80.00 

concessions). The ticket includes a one day pass to the London Transport 

and 10% off certain items in the museum shop.  

 

 

 

 

DID YOU COME AND SEE US? 
 

 

On 14th September 2019 the society was at Pinner Fair. As usual at these 

functions we had the bookstall, leaflets etc. and as usual we are always 

pleased to see both members and the general public for a chat.  

 

Together with a friend and/or neighbour, why not pay us a visit at our 

outdoor appearances at various fairs and functions through the year. It 

might inspire them to start researching and you never know they may 

even join the society.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

By Patricia Reynolds 

 

The paid up membership at the end of 

July was 165 which is about the same as 

last year. To keep the society running we 

must maintain our efforts to bring in new 

members. Please continue to encourage 

your friends with any interest in the 

history of their family to come and join 

us. 

 

Members are still not making use of the ‘Help Line’ feature in the journal 

that may help to find that long lost relative. Although the journal is sent 

to all members it is also sent to most of the other societies as well as the 

main libraries. This means that any requests for help are not just seen by 

our members but many other people and who knows what that may lead 

to in all of our researches. 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER 

 

C81 Mrs. Margaret Cowler 93 Hartland Drive. Ruislip 

Middlesex. HA4 OTJ 

   
 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 

D5 Mr. Arthur Dark 

Email: arthurdark74@gmail.com 

3 Oliver Court, Patrons Way East, 

Denham Garden Village, Bucks. 

UB9 5NS 
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Hillingdon Family History Society 

 

The 32nd Annual General Meeting to be held at 7.30 p.m. on 

Thursday 19th March 2020 at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church,  

Hercies Road, Hillingdon Circus, Middlesex 

 

Agenda 

 

1.  Apologies for absence 

 

2.  Minutes of the 31st Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 21st       

March 2019 at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, Hercies Road 

 

3.  Matters arising 

 

4.  Chairman’s Report 

 

5.  Treasurer’s Report 

 

6.  Election of Officers: 

a.  President 

b.  Chairman 

c.  Vice-Chairman (joint) 

d.  Administrative Secretary 

e.  Treasurer 

 

7.  Executive Committee (maximum 15 members) 

The following are proposed: 

Patricia Reynolds, Alan Rowland, Valerie Fitch and Anne Moss. 

  

8.  Appointment of Auditor 

 

9.  Any other business 

 

Nominations for the above should be with the Administrative Secretary, 

Gill May by 22nd February 2020. 
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Hillingdon Family History Society 

Minutes of the 31st A.G.M. held on Thursday 21st March 2019 at 

Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, Hercies Road, Hillingdon Circus, Middlesex 

 

1.  Apologies for absence from Cath. Anderson and Florence Barnes 
 

2.  Minutes of the 30th A.G.M. held at Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 

Hercies Road, Hillingdon on Thursday 15th March 2018.  Accepted and 

proposed by John Symons and seconded by Jenny Mundy. 
 

3.  There were no matters arising.   
 

4.  The Chairman’s report (printed in the September 2019 issue of the 

journal) was read and accepted.  Proposed by Anne Moss and seconded 

by Alan Rowland. 
 

5.  The Hon. Treasurer presented the Annual Accounts.   These will be 

printed in the September journal.  Charles was thanked for his 

production of the accounts and acceptance was proposed by Alan 

Rowland and seconded by John Symons. 
 

6.  The following Officers were elected: 

a.  President   :  Michael Gandy 

b.  Chairman   :  Ian Harvey 

c.  Vice-Chairman (joint) :  John Symons & Joy Higgs 

d.  Administrative Secretary :  Gill May 

e.  Treasurer   :  Charles Hampshire  

All the above were proposed by Jill Hammond and seconded by Peter 

Fitch. A vote of thanks was expressed to Michael Gandy for 

continuing to be our President.   
 

7.  The following and those above were elected to the Executive 

committee: Patricia Reynolds; Alan Rowland; Valerie Fitch; Douglas 

Adams  

All the committee were unanimously proposed and accepted. 
 

8.  Appointment of Auditor, Julie Ross-Smith. 

Julie Ross-Smith carried out the audit for this year. It was agreed that 

she will be appointed Auditor going forward. Proposed by Alan 

Rowland and seconded by John Symons.   
 

9.  Any other business. None. 
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RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

 

 
                                                             

 

?      
 

 

 

The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 

members and others.  

 

Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 

nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 

‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 

process of being updated and revised).  

 

In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 

Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 

offices. 

 

We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 

U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    

The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 

(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 

necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  

 

Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 

requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 

they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 

investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 

answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made. Please contact 

the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back cover for contact 

information. 
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HELP LINE 

 

 

In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-

members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 

some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 

our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 

 

Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 

made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 

as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 

  

Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  

20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 

Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
 

 

RESEARCH TIPS 

By Fiona Oakley 
 

 

Our member and helper Fiona found the following in ‘The Doncaster 

Ancestor’, the journal of the Doncaster and District F.H.S. (source: Lost 

Cousins) and thought it might help our members. 

 

GRO Indexes - Important Information 

 

BIRTHS 

1847 Q3 - the whole of volume 12 is missing except for the first page 

(about 3000 entries missing) 

1860 Q2 - entries from volume 4B have been duplicated as volume 6C in 

Q4 (about 3000 entries duplicated) 

1860 Q4 - all of the entries from volume 6C are missing (about 4000 

entries missing) 

1881 Q3 - the whole of volume 3B is missing (over 5000 entries missing) 

1881 Q3 - the whole of volume 4A has been duplicated as volume 3B 

(over 7000 entries duplicated) 

1902 Q4 - most of the entries from volume 11A are missing (around 

11000 entries missing) 
                                                                                                          (contd.) 
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DEATHS 

1863 Q1 - most of the entries from volume 2C are missing (about 2000 

entries missing) 

1863 Q1 - entries from volume 1C have been duplicated as volume 2C 

(about 4500 entries duplicated) 

 

Understanding how the GRO indexes were compiled: 

 

Until November 2016 there was only one set of GRO indexes for England 

& Wales, the quarterly indexes that were compiled soon after the end of 

each quarter. Many family historians, myself included, had the privilege 

of handling the original handwritten index volumes at the Family Record 

Centre, or at one of the previous locations where they could be inspected 

by members of the public, such as Somerset House or St Catherine's 

House. Some of the hand-written volumes were replaced with typeset 

printed copies when they deteriorated; later indexes were typewritten. 

 

The information recorded in the indexes varied over time - for example, 

the age at death wasn't shown in the Death indexes until after 1865, and 

the mother's maiden name wasn't recorded in the birth indexes until the 

third quarter of 1911. Middle names were often abbreviated to initials. 

It's fair to say that the paucity of information in the early indexes often 

made it particularly difficult to identify the correct entries, leading to 

frustration and disappointment for researchers. 

 

It’s these original indexes which are online at FreeBMD, Ancestry and 

other sites. Findmypast's indexes are based on those originals but with 

some additions. 

 

In November 2016 the GRO launched new indexes of historic births and 

deaths which were newly compiled from the registers they hold. Because 

they were compiled ‘from scratch’ it meant that errors and omissions in 

the original quarterly indexes were unlikely to be repeated, but inevitably 

new errors and omissions were introduced instead. 

 

But the biggest benefit is the inclusion of information that was omitted 

when the original indexes were compiled - every forename is transcribed 

in full, and in the birth the mother's maiden name is shown from 1837 

onwards (provided she was married to the father of the child). 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In the death indexes the age at death is shown from 1837 onwards - 

another significant improvement. 

 

Things to bear in mind when using the new indexes: 

 

The various fuzzy-matching search options don't work very well - don't 

expect to be able to find mistranscribed entries. 

 

- The GRO search only returns a maximum of 250 results, but you won’t 

be warned if there are more results that aren't shown. 

- The age at death of children under one year old may be shown 

incorrectly - there is nothing to indicate when the age is in days, weeks, 

or months rather than years. 

- Births identified as illegitimate are treated differently - nothing is shown 

in the mother's maiden name field. 

- In the early years of civil registration (prior to 1850) it isn't always 

obvious from a birth register entry whether the parents of the child were 

married, so in some cases illegitimate births will appear in the index as if 

they were legitimate, and in others legitimate births will appear in the 

index as if they were illegitimate. 

- Occasionally the name of the registration district will differ between the 

new indexes and the old; usually it's simply a different way of saying the 

same thing, but where boundaries have changed it may be a different 

district altogether. 

- Don’t make the mistake of looking at an entry in the original indexes 

and trying to predict how it might have been mistranscribed - it won’t be 

the same handwriting as in the register. 

 

But despite the flaws in the new indexes they've proved amazingly useful, 

allowing researchers to reduce or eliminate the possibility of ordering the 

wrong certificate, and sometimes providing so much information that it 

isn’t necessary to order the certificate at all! 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     

BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 

CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 

EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 

HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 

FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 

HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 

HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 

KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 

LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 

MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 

NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   

RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 

SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 

TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 

WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 

WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 

WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 
 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

www.pbnpublications.com 

 
OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, 

MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP  

 

 

 

 

 

HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 

http://www.pbnpublications.com/
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THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 

 For each set of fiche ............................................................... £1.00 

 For each CD–ROM to UK address ........................................ £1.00 

 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 

payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 

 

The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602   Email:  gillmay20@btinternet.com 

 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     

http://www.parishchest.com/
http://www.genfair.com/
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  

(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 

There is a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 

between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 

slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 

Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 

Church. Please note that the main entrance to the Church is on the side of 

the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor. 

 

It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 

On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 

Uxbridge Library (6th floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 

gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 

or open the Research Room during August. 

 

 



 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

OFFICERS 

 

President Michael Gandy, B.A., F.S.G. 

 

Chairman Ian Harvey 01895 635230 

 24 The Avenue, Ickenham, Middlesex. UB10 8NP 

 

Vice Chair John Symons 01895 677722 

 11 Wye Close, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 7RQ 

 

Vice Chair Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 9QX 

 

Secretary Gill May 01753 885602 

 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 

 

Treasurer Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Librarian Valerie Fitch 0208 864 4980 

 43 Doncaster Drive, Northolt, Middlesex. UB5 4AT 

 

Membership Patricia Reynolds 01895 444442 

 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middx. UB7 8LR 

 

Programme      Anne Moss                                                         01895 263669  

Secretary          20 Churchill Close, Hillingdon, Middlesex.  UB10 0EA                  

 

Projects Joy Higgs 01895 272745 

 16 Hyacinth Drive, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB10 9QW 

 

Publicity Charles Hampshire 01895 821351 

 4 Barrington Drive, Harefield, Middlesex. UB9 6RL 
 

Journal Editors         John Symons, Alan Rowland 
 

Webmaster          
 

Website: www.hfhs.org.uk  Email: enquiries@hfhs.org.uk 
 

Printed by:                      EVOLVE        01923 774111 

http://www.hfhs.co.uk/
mailto:hillingdonfhs@onetel.com
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

 
The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


