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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 

Dear All, 
 

This is my last report as Chairman of the Society to the Committee and A.G.M. 
 
I have been on the Committee for over twenty years and enjoyed it, but the time has come to hand 

over to someone else. For the Society to continue we need a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer , 

Membership Secretary, Editor, Programme Organiser and at least one other committee member. 

There must be five people on the main committee in accordance with our Constitution. 

If these positions are not filled then a vote would have to be taken as to whether the society can 

continue, the vote for closure must be ¾ of those members present at the A.G.M. The assets would 

have to be discussed and decided where they should be placed. 

My thanks and I am sure yours as well go to Linda, Secretary and Editor, Nick, Treasurer for keeping us 

strait financially, Ann Membership, Rosie for committee, Valerie for her sterling efforts in giving us 

such a varied programme and for doing next year’s, she will hand it over to the next person as from 

this meeting, we must also add Stuart to Valerie’s name for making the coffee at the end of the talks. 

Those who deliver the magazine, John Woollan for book sales, Nick and Pam for helping people with 

their research, we must also thank The Old People’s Welfare centre for letting us use the little side 

room for this. 

Thank you for your support over the years. 

Gillian 

 

 

 

Just to remind you that the Annual General Meeting is on Wednesday, 11th September at Broadway 

House, please come along to support your Society. 

 

Remember we need a fifth Committee member to meet the requirements of our Constitution 

following Gill’s announcement that she will be standing down as Chairman at the AGM in September.  

 

Nick and Pam Smith hold a help workshop every fourth Thursday at Broadway House from 10 am ‘til 

12 noon.  Please pop along to see if they can help you to get over any of those ‘brick walls’ that we all 

have at some time in our research history, they would love to see you. 

 

On pages 8 and 9 you will read a story concerning Dr Bernardo’s, has anyone else traced family 

members through this organisation and if so, how did you get on?  I know that my maternal grandfather 

had course to send two of his children to Dr Bernardo’s when his wife died, but I haven’t chased this up 

yet. 

 

Has anyone had their DNA tested, and did you have any success, it would be interesting to hear what 

you have to say about it?  This was the question I posed to our Members in the June issue, see page 6 

for a response, perhaps it will encourage some other members to register for their DNA.  Let me know 

what your thoughts are of the results if you do. 

 
Linda Negus 
Membership No: 0620 
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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SPEAKER’S MEETING - JUNE 

 

 

 

 

From a fort to a chateau:  “the domestic architecture of the abdication crisis”.    

                     Adrian Phillips 

Our June speaker, the historical author Adrian Phillips, travelled from Tunbridge Wells, Kent to give 

us an extremely interesting talk on the political background surrounding the royal abdication in 

1936. The behind-the–scenes account of the part played by Westminster and Whitehall was an angle 

of the political crisis that had rarely been discussed until Mr Phillips began his research into the 

events involving King Edward VIII who gave up his throne to marry the twice divorced American 

Wallis Simpson.  

 

The familiar story turned out to be more complex than 

we could have guessed and included a wide range of 

players from M15 to Winston Churchill. During the 

divorce proceedings Mrs Simpson became Felixstowe’s 

most notorious resident as she stayed at Beach House in 

Undercliff Road East for six weeks in order to fulfil 

residency requirements. A blue plaque now marks the 

spot at Beach Place where the house formerly stood. 

Ann Sanderson  

Membership No:1292 

 

 

D 
id You know that...……… the term distaff [of or concerning women] comes from a tool 
used for spinning by hand? It was a cleft rod designed to hold the unspun fibres, usually of 
flax or wool, keeping them untangled and thus easing the spinning process. The distaff would 

be "dressed" by wrapping the fibre around it, and tying it in place with a piece of ribbon or string. The 
word comes from Old English distæf, cognate with Middle Low German dise "bunch of flax" 
compounded with stæf "staff".  
 
Distaff Lane, just around the corner from The College of Arms in London, dates from the twelfth 
century when distaffs were made and sold there. In the nineteenth century, the facade of Cordwainers' 
Hall, on the north side of Distaff Lane, featured a plaque of a country girl spinning with a distaff. The 
dexter supporter of the coat of arms of the Company of Linen Manufacturers in Scotland 
(matriculated in the Lyon Register in 1684) is a woman spinning with a distaff. 
 
Distaff Day fell on the 7th of January when the women would take up work after the twelve days of 
Christmas. Associated with that gender from the earliest times, no rank was above the task, which 
could fill an idle hour and help make ends meet. The distaff and spindle were only replaced by the 
spinning wheel, at about which time the term spinster began to refer to single women of lower rank. 
 
© IHGS Newsletter 215    July 2019 
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Has anyone had their DNA tested, and did you have any success, it would be interesting to hear what 

you have to say about it? 

 

I’m pleased to say that I did receive a reply from one of our members; here is what she has to say. 
 
In reply to your question Linda asking if anyone has had their DNA done, the answer is yes.  Both my 
sister June Robinson and I have had ours done.  My husband paid for me to have mine done as a 
present and June was so impressed with the response I got that she had hers done.  As I belong to 
Ancestry they let June link her name to mine so she could reply to her “hits” through me. 
 
We were both so pleased when June’s results came back as her being my full blood sister (one never 
knows does one) proving that we had not just been really good friends for the last 70 years especially 
as we do not look similar in any way and have completely different personalities. 
 
We have found and been in contact with 2nd, 3rd and 4th cousins via Ancestry DNA who have been able 
to fill in names, dates and marriages in our Family History research as we have been able to help them 
with theirs.  One of our 3rd cousins contacted us as he was stuck trying to find any information on his 
mother, as June and I have all our Grandfather’s military records and his Mother’s name was 
mentioned on one of the papers as our Grandfather’s half-sister we told him.  He was so pleased. 
 
Another one was a 1st cousin who is living in Australia and trying to do his family tree.  June and I 
actually have a photo of his dad (who is our uncle) on an old family photo of all the brothers and sisters 
together.  We are both so pleased that we had our DNA done. 
 
Marion Calver    Membership No: 1051 
 
 
 
 

D 
id You know that...………the occupational term, Cordwainers, derives from Cordova in Spain. 
Cordwainers were makers of boots and shoes and the finest were produced from goatskin of 
Cordova, Spain, thus giving to the craft the name of cordovaners, or cordwainers. The 

organisation of the leather workers in London was highly complex with numerous separate mysteries 
dealing with particular aspects of trade.  From the 13th century onwards ordinances and acts were 
made which attempted to define the limits of crafts such as curriers, tanners, cobblers and 
cordwainers.  The earliest of these ordinances directly dealing with the cordwainers are dated 
1271/2.  The charter of incorporation to the freeman of the Mystery of Cordwainer, dated 12th April 
1439, gave to the company control over the trade in new shoes and tanned leather throughout the City 
and within two miles thereof.  The powers of the Cordwainers’ Company were effective for longer than 
most of the other City guilds being continued into the nineteenth century, with special powers under 
Act of Parliament. Its influence also extended over guilds of the craft in other cities and areas.  
 

© IHGS Newsletter August 2019 
 
 
 
 

HAS ANYONE HAD THEIR DNA TESTED? 
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GREATER LONDON BURIAL INDEX  
 

O ver 28,000 miscellaneous records have been added to FindMyPast’s Greater London Burial Index. 
Covering the years between 1399 and 1992, this vast index is an excellent resource for all those 

with ancestors in the Greater London area. Records may reveal your relative’s name, age, occupation, 
religious denomination and where they were buried. 
 
©  AVSFHG Newsletter June 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 
 

11th September 2019                  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
 
 9th October 2019   Life as a Harwich Pilot       Jane Stone 
 
This is the story of how Jane became a Harwich Pilot.            
 
13th November 2019 Memories of World War 2 in Kirton, Suffolk   Jane Bradburn 
 
Jane has said that she will make sure the content is interesting to people living in Felixstowe and also 
talk a bit about recording people’s memories. The research was the result of her being asked by Len 
Lanigan, the local history recorder, to record the memories of people who had lived in Kirton for most 
of their lives and many of them told me stories about WW2. 
 
 

11th December 2019 FELIXSTOWE 1939-1945  -  THE UNTOLD STORIES 
         Julian P. Foynes     

 
 
 

Monthly Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday of the month at Broadway House, 
Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD. 

Meetings are free for members, but if you wish to bring a guest they will be charged £1.00.  
Refreshments (tea, coffee and biscuits) are available at the end of the meeting. 
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F 
ree UK Genealogy is a non-profit organisation (a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
registered in England and Wales, number 1167484) that provides free, online access to family 
history records. We work with a team of dedicated volunteers to create high-quality 

transcriptions of public records from governmental sources, parish churches, and other trusted 
institutions. We believe that Open Data and Open Source are key to making and keeping public records 
accessible to all. 
 
Our volunteers have made over 350 million records available on our websites.  We make the databases 
we create freely available for people to search in order to support their family history research. Unlike 
many sites, which are ‘pay-to-view’ after an initial search is carried out, our databases are completely 
free to search and view. 
 
Leading genealogy charity, Free UK Genealogy has announced two new features for family historians 
that will make returning to records a great deal easier.  At THE Genealogy Show in Birmingham, Pat 
Reynolds (Executive Director of Free UK Genealogy) announced the addition of two new features on 
their websites.   
 
FreeCEN (with free access to high quality transcriptions of nineteenth century British 
censuses) and FreeREG (with high quality transcriptions of registrations of baptism, marriage and 
burials) now have "friendly" permanent URLs to their records.   Pat said, “This feature will enable you 
to copy the URL from the browser bar, and paste it into a list of useful URLs - there is just enough 
information in the URL to help you see who the person you searched for is, when you come back to 
your work after a break”. 
 
The second new feature makes use of permanent URLs: if you want to cite a FreeCEN or FreeREG 
transcription in your family tree/academic work or take a note of a record of interest to return to it later, 
now you can do so using the Citation Generator button. This is located on the far right of the row of 
buttons after "Next Dwelling" and "New Search" on FreeCEN, and next to the "Export as JSON" 
button on FreeREG. Clicking there, you get a choice of which format of citation you want to use. As 
the generator uses the permanent URLs, it means you will always be able to go back to the record 
without having to search for it again. 
 
© FREE UK Genealogy 6th June 2019 

 
Ed. If you have used this website, let me know what you think of it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UK GENEALOGY 

https://app.k6222f.com/click?ld=sHVWQWRKhgntiDgBn1gPsKwjtxy9MFg3St50n634ehnxCUMl8eYqS8j%2BvqK%2Fb2Xq2c1z0EdcPVYFV3nXMoy6rh8MiFoFoKSXlYhVT7lNOZM%3DV
https://app.k6222f.com/click?ld=sHVWQWRKhgntiDgBn1gPsKwjtxy9MFg3St50n634ehnxCUMl8eYqS757no5NA1U6OO0qgyo1Jn0%3Dq
https://app.k6222f.com/click?ld=sHVWQWRKhgntiDgBn1gPsKwjtxy9MFg3St50n634ehnxCUMl8eYqSwN9BXIoWkP9OO0qgyo1Jn0%3Dq
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WEBSITE UPDATES 
 

 

 
FindMyPast 
 Britain, Physicians and Surgeons, 1830-1923 
 Scotland, People of Banffshire & Moray 1150-1857 
 Scotland, Burgess & Guild Brethren Index 
 Scotland, Dumfriesshire Death & Burial Index 
 Scotland, Wigtownshire & Minnigaff Parish Lists 1684 
 Clock & Watchmakers of the Scottish Highlands & Islands 
 List of Students of Veterinary Colleges, recognised by Government, Who Have Passed 

Examinations, & Obtained The Certificate of the Highland & Agricultural Society, 1874 
 Scottish Photographers 
 The Edinburgh Police Register 1815-1859 
 Shetland Newspaper Birth Index 1872-1990 
 Daughters of the American Revolution Lineage Books, 1890 – 1921 
 Pennsylvania, Register of Mine Accidents 
 Canada, Ontario - Oddfellows Life Insurance Applications (1875-1929) 
 German births, baptisms, deaths, burials and marriages 
 Norwegian baptisms, marriages and burial 
FamilySearch 
 Scotland Census, 1901 
 Brazil, São Paulo, Civil Registration, 1925-1995 
 Canada, Nova Scotia, Records of Aliens pre-examined at Halifax, 1923-1933 
 France, Vienne, Census, 1836 
 United States, GenealogyBank Marriages, 1815-2011 
 USA, Alabama, Southern Claims Commission Approved Claims, 1871-1880 
 USA, Alaska, State Archives (Juneau), Coroner's Inquests, 1913-1958 and Pioneer Home 

discharge index, 1913-1958 
 USA, California, Los Angeles County, North Hollywood, Pierce Brothers Memorial Park 
 Cemetery, Memorial Tablets, 1943-1980 
 USA, Michigan, Census of World War I Veterans with Card Index, 1917-1919 
 USA, New York, New York, Department of Health, Manhattan Birth Index Cards, 1866-1897 
 USA, Ohio, World War I, Enrolment Cards, 1914-1918 
 USA, Pennsylvania Carbon County, Jim Thorpe, Cemetery Records, 1747-2007 and Berks 
 County, Reading, Charles Evans Cemetery and Crematory Burial Records, 1887-1979 and 
 Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Board of Health Birth Return Records, 1908-1911 
 USA, Utah, World War I County Draft Board Registers, Name Index, 1917-1918 World War I 
 Army Servicemen Records Abstracts, 1914-1918 and questionnaires, World War II Index to 
 Army Veterans of Utah, 1939-1945 
 USA, Wyoming, Reclaim the Records, State Archives Vital Records, 1908-1966 
Ancestry 
 Staffordshire, England, Birth, Marriage and Death Indexes, 1837-2017 
 Wales, Wills and Probate, 1513-1858 
 Australia, Queensland, Licensed Victuallers Index, 1900-1903 
 USA, Slave Schedule of the 1850 United States Federal Census 
ScotlandsPeople 
 Valuation Roll 1940 
 
Cont next page 
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TheGenealogist 
 BT150 Apprentices indentured in the Merchant Navy between 1824-1910 
 Islington Lloyd George Domesday Survey records. 
RootsIreland 
 Armagh CoI Confirmation records 
 Waterford baptisms (C of I) 
 Wexford Adamstown Roman Catholic Parish, Co. Wexford 
Irish Genealogy Project Archives 
 Kildare Carbury & Dunforth RC Parish Marriages (Kildare & Leighlin) 1850-1863 
 Tipperary Thurles RC Parish Marriages (Cashel & Emly), 1834-1835 & 1836-1837 
 

©  IHGS Newsletter June 2019 



 

Roots and Branches September 2019 10 Journal of Felixstowe FHS 

         
 
 

When I started researching my family tree many years ago, I was given very little information about 
my mother’s family.  Indeed, nearly half of what I was told turned out to be incorrect or partially 
incorrect.  To some extent, I think I was given information that was deliberately misleading.  
Families have their secrets and they want those secrets to remain secret. 
 
What I have also discovered is that remarkable ancestors (and other family members) can very 
quickly be forgotten.  In some families, such as my own, there is very little interest in family history.  
I am very much the exception.  Was this because I received a better education than my ancestors? 
Was it because I studied History at both ‘O’ and ‘A’ level, so that this interest became an interest in 
family history?  In the case of my father I sometimes got the impression that he wanted to forget 
about his family, partly because he had an unfortunate start in life.  By contrast, I had a fortunate 
start in life, although I am from a very ordinary lower middle class family. 
 
I have been told that I have discovered more ancestors than anybody else. I doubt if this is true 
because there are certainly other researchers who are more accomplished than I am.  On the other 
hand, I have been lucky that most of my ancestral families – several of which are aristocratic 
families – have unusual surnames, which means that it is altogether easier to trace them. 
 
One of these families is Criddle.  This is a common surname in Somerset, where the surname 
originates.  Buy my Criddle family is from the City of London, an area with which I am familiar 
because I worked there for many years, and adjoining areas of London.  Although the last of my 
Criddle ancestors died in 1877, the Criddle family has disappeared completely from the memory-
bank of family members I can remember, including my mother who died ten years ago at the age of 
95.  With the passing of each generation, important documents such as birth certificates and letters 
were routinely destroyed, so that the Criddle family was completely forgotten.  (My wife’s 
grandmother went out of her way to destroy all family papers, including photographs.) 
 
 

There are several interesting people in my Criddle family.  Henry Criddle (1754-1789) was the 
Purser on the “Essex”, working for the East India Company.  On the long voyage between Britain 
and India the ship would stop off at St Helena which was used as a hotel and refuelling stop.  The 
East India Company had seized St Helena in 1659. 
 
Henry Criddle’s son John Strover Henry Criddle (1787-1856) was a Captain in the Indian Navy before 
retiring to the Isle of Wight where he became active in politics, always on the Radical or Liberal 
side.  In his will he left £3,550 to his wife Louisa and disinherited his nephew Harry Criddle.   
 
John Strover Henry Criddle3’s brother was my ancestor Harry Holman Criddle (1785-1832).  In 
about 1809 he went into partnership with John Breach.  They established a business at 45 New 
Bond Street and were Hatters to Her Majesty the Queen and the Princesses. 
 
His son Harry Criddle (1806-1857) married Mary Ann Rebecca Alabaster on 19 March 1836.  She 
was a painter of Literary Scenes, Portraits and Historical Scenes.  She had been tutored by George 
Hayter between 1824 and 1826.  (He went on to paint the Coronation of Queen Victoria).  The first 
place in which Mary Ann exhibited was the British Gallery, displaying an interior of her studio, 
together with a portrait of herself.  This picture was sold to the Marquis of Stafford, afterwards the 
first Duke of Sutherland. 
 
Cont Pg 11 
 

  

A FORGOTTEN WOMAN ARTIST 
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Mary Ann was to win several prizes, including the first large Gold Medal to be awarded for ten years for 
her painting “The Visit to the Astrologer”.  She exhibited regularly at the Royal Academy and also in 
America.  Her son Percy Criddle was born in 1844. 
 

In 1846 the doctors declared oil paint to be injurious to her health and so she took a few lessons in 
water-colour drawing from Miss S Setchel.  In 1849 she became a member of the Society of Painters In 
Water Colours.  In that year she exhibited four pictures – “Nature and Art”, “The Dying Sailor”, “Phoebe 
Dawson” and “Lavinia and her Mother”.  The last was sold to the Baroness (then Miss) Burdett Coutts.  
Although Mrs Criddle was proud of having no “patrons”, she was always successful in finding 
purchasers for her pictures, including the Marquis of Lansdowne and Richard Hoare. 
 
When her husband Harry died in 1857, he owned 6 Oakeley Villas, Adelaide Road, Haverstock Hill.  It 
had 8 bedrooms, 2 dressing rooms and dining, drawing and breakfast rooms.  He also owned 10 Abbey 
Road, St John’s Wood.  It had 7 bedrooms and 3 sitting rooms.  (Notice in “The Times”, of Saturday 20 
March 1858).  Sadly for Mrs Criddle, she went partly blind in 1852.  She died on 29 December 1879 at 
Addlestone, Surrey.  She was featured in “English Female Artists, Volume 2”, published in 1876.  
 
My ancestor Anne Criddle (1808-1877) married into the Rolls family of Camberwell.  Her husband was 
Henry Rolls.  He and two of his brothers were distinguished artists and engravers.  They, too, were 
forgotten by my family. 
 
I am grateful to Celia Cotton for her help. 
 

Roger Sutton  
Membership No. 1126 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I never knew my maternal grandparents.  They died when my mother was seven and she was raised by 
an aunt and uncle. In those days children were told very little, so all my mother was told of her father, 
William George Cole, was that he was born in Southern Ireland, was in a Dr Barnardo’s home, and died 
of consumption in a T.B. hospital in Hastings around 1920 as a result of gas in the trenches of WW1.  All 
that was left of him were two photographs, two rosaries and his “good conduct” medal from the Dr 
Barnardo’s home which was my only tangible proof that he had ever been there.  
 
I had always wondered what family circumstances had brought him to Dr Barnardo’s, but I had so little 
information, not even a date of birth. However, all that changed when Mr Peter Davidson gave a talk on 
Dr. Barnardo’s at one of our monthly meetings. Afterwards I asked Mr Davidson’s advice and he told 
me that Dr Barnardo’s did not have homes in catholic S. Ireland, however, he was most helpful giving 
me the necessary link to Dr Barnardo’s research facility. Having done so I was warned there would be 
several months’ wait. However it was worth waiting to receive the following admission report from Dr 
Barnardo’s, Stepney!  
 
“William George Cole admitted 1st November 1904 aged 14 years. Born 1st November 1890 at 
Collinstown, West Meath, Father Roman Catholic, mother Protestant. Baptized Roman Catholic. Hair – 
brown, eyes – brown, complexion – fresh, chest 28”, weight 88 lbs (!) Oblique operation scar three 
inches, right groin. Application for boy’s admission made by Mrs LysterSmythe of Collinstown and 
supported by Lord Kinnaird. The father, a carpenter whose name is not known, died from consumption 
in 1893 at Collinstown.             Cont pg 12 

MY GRANDFATHER WAS A BARNADO’S BOY 
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The mother, Frances Cole, or Sherwood, then married John Kelly and died at Collinstown from 
consumption 5th May 1899 followed by John Kelly (date unknown) of the same complaint. It should 
be noted that the above details were derived only from the boy himself. He then went to live with the 
grandmother until she died in September 1901.  
 

He was then taken in by a maternal uncle, William Sherwood, who can no longer keep him as he is 
married with one child and earns only 9/- per week as a farm labourer. Also, his wife was unkind to 
the boy and a bad influence. The boy’s education has been much neglected and he can neither read 
nor write though of average intelligence. Last spring he was ill with acute rheumatism when the 
applicant got him admitted to Meath Hospital, Dublin, where he was cured. He was then discharged to 
the care of the aunt, Mrs Widdis. While a patient the doctor stated that the boy’s conduct was 
exemplary and he was most helpful in the ward. The medical certificate describes him as in good 
health, but he has a slight astigmatism in the left eye. He has been successfully operated upon for 
hernia. The boy is a Protestant from conviction, but for him to openly profess this would have 
subjected him and his relations, who are all Protestant, to endless persecution from the R.C. priests 
had he remained anywhere in Ireland. It was chiefly for this reason that it was desired to place him in 
an institution in England. He is an intelligent boy anxious to rise above adverse and squalid 
surroundings.”  
 
On 3rd November 1906, at the age of 16, William was sent to work for a baker – Mr Davis, 236 Green 
Street, Bethnal Green, at 8/- per week living in. In 1906 most boys would have been in employment 
long before the age of 16; is it possible that in the two years since his admission William was given a 
basic education? Unfortunately, the reports from Dr Barnardo’s give no information about William 
during those “lost” two years. William was not abandoned by Barnardo’s when he started work – they 
received regular favourable reports from his employer and from 1908 – 1912 William received annual 
Founder’s Day prizes respectively of 7/6d, 15/-, 21/-, a silver watch and, last of all, the bronze medal. 
As yet I have no record of his marriage; however, my mother was born October 1st 1912. I hope their 
short time together was happy before the outbreak of war in 1914 altered countless lives for ever.         
Christine Hayward 
 

©  Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group Newsletter June 2019 
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 In September 2019 we are remembering that it is the 80th 
anniversary of the beginning of World War II.   In my church, St Mary 
& St Martin, Kirton, eight pew ends are engraved with the name and 
a hand carved replica of the badge of service of the men who died.  
It commemorates not only the 3 local men but also the crew of an 
English bomber that crashed in September 1941 when returning 
from a raid on Frankfurt, four of the men were Canadian, and the 
fifth was from London.   I have chosen to write about one of the local 
men who died, Sgt Gordon Charles Ward of the 1st Battalion Suffolk 
Regiment.  
 
He was the son of William John and Ellen Rose Ward of St Mary’s 
Avenue, Kirton (this is now part of Meadowlands).  He died on 15th 
April 1945 while serving in Western Europe with the Allied 
Expeditionary Force, very near the end of the war, aged 22.  His 
name was published in the London Gazette as mentioned in a Despatch for distinguished service by 
the order of the King. 
 
King George VI also issued a commemorative scroll in honour of Sgt Ward 
‘as one who served King and Country and gave his life to save mankind from 
tyranny.  May his sacrifice help to bring the peace and freedom for which 
he died.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was initially buried in a temporary grave in Fahrenhorst, Lower Saxony, 
Germany, but in November 1946 his wife, Margaret Mary Ward, received a 
letter from the War Office to say that her husband was now buried in Plot 7, 
Row D, Grave No.5 Soltau (Becklingen British Cemetery), Soltau, Germany 
where it was easier to arrange for permanent maintenance.   
 
 

 I do wonder if this was done because in 1945 Lower Saxony was in East 
Germany. 
 
Linda Negus   
Membership No: 0620 
 
 

GORDON CHARLES WARD 
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This is the title of a book by David Long which was published in 2015.  It is a description of the West 

End of London, which has been a powerful magnet for men and women of talent and ambition for 

centuries.  Long claims that the West End is the engine room of the most dynamic city on earth. 

 

By the end of the 19th century most of my ancestors living at that time were living in London.  Some 

were wealthy.  Some were poor.  For at least 150 years before then my ancestors were moving to 

London from all over England, together with Scotland and Ireland.  In this article I have singled out 

those ancestors who lived in the West End in order to find out what happened to them. 

 

Among them was Jonas Rowe who was born in Otterhampton, Somerset in 1786.  He married Mary 

Pain on 11 September 1813 at Cannington, Somerset, by which time he was a resident of the parish of 

St George, Hanover Square, which is the parish church of Mayfair.  In the following year he was 

described as a gentleman of Great Vine Street, off Regent Street. By 1823 he was the proprietor of the 

Waterloo Hotel, 85 Jermyn Street, which had about 35 rooms and a depth of more than 100 feet.  By 

1815 Jermyn Street included “a whole range of hotels where all the articles of consumption are of the 

best; and the accommodations, much to the injury of towns and lodging-houses, combine all the 

retirement and comforts of home.”  Jonas Rowe died on 11 July 1825, leaving an estate of £800 to his 

wife.  She married George Hanwell on 16 April 1831 and he took over the running of the Waterloo 

Hotel. 

 

On 22 March 1836 Amelia Pain Rowe (the daughter of the late Jonas Rowe and my 2x great 
grandmother) married Stephen Hale at Trinity Church, Cloudesley Square, Islington, whereupon 
Stephen Hale ran the Waterloo Hotel in partnership with George Hanwell.  Stephen was my 2x great 
grandfather.  He was born on 16 May 1810 at Clapham, Surrey.  He belonged to a wealthy family.  His 
grandfather John Hale (1740-1807) started a coaching business.  By 1823 Hale’s Coaches left Highgate 
for London nine times a day.  Stephen’s father was Thomas Hale (1771-1833).  He was a merchant and 
a portrait of him in Lloyd’s insurance office confirmed that he was a member of Lloyd’s.  He died on 11 
November 1833 at Palmer’s Terrace, Holloway, Islington.  It seems likely that Stephen inherited 
sufficient money from his father to buy a partnership with George Hanwell.  The partnership had its 
problems.  ‘The Times’ dated 15 April 1844 reported that at Marlborough Street George Hanwell of 
Waterloo Hotel was called upon to answer the complaint that he was distributing bills at the Italian 
Opera with a view to inciting or promoting a breach of the peace.  George Hanwell died on 11 
November 1853.  His wife had died in 1849, aged 57.  This meant that Stephen Hale became the sole 
proprietor of the Waterloo Hotel. 
 
However, by this time running a hotel in central London was posing problems for the Hale family.  
London was becoming increasingly polluted because of the rising population.  Crime and prostitution 
were also causing serious problems.  Stephen and Amelia were particularly worried about their three 
young daughters.  By 1851 the three daughters and a nursemaid (but apart from their parents) were 
living at a property in Herne Bay.  The coming of the railways meant that Herne Bay was within easy 
access of London.  It was gaining a reputation as a holiday resort on the north Kent coast and was free 
of the problems increasingly encountered in London.  By 1861 Amelia had also moved down to Herne 
bay to be with her daughters.  Stephen remained in London running the Waterloo Hotel, with his son 
George Stephen Stanton Hale, a banker’s clerk, aged 18. 
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Stephen eventually relinquished running the Waterloo Hotel.  He and Amelia lived at Rutland House, 

Oakfield Road, Penge, a prestigious address.   He died there on 23 November 1883, leaving £16,477.  

Being a hotel proprietor in London’s West End had been very lucrative, but it had meant that the Hales 

had been unable to live together as a family. 

 

The Criddles were another of my ancestral families.  Criddle is a Somerset surname, but as early as 1753 

they were already established in London.  On 24 April 1753 Henry Criddle married Elizabeth Lambert at 

St George’s Chapel, Hyde Park Corner.  His grandson Harry Holman Criddle was born on 30 January 

1785 in East London.  He married Ann Ray on 30 December 1805 at East Ham, Essex.  He went into 

partnership with John Breach at 46 New Bond Street, Mayfair.  Bond Street is perhaps London’s premier 

retail street.  Initially, the business must have been successful because they were Hatters to Her 

Majesty the Queen and the Princesses.  But in February 1810 the partnership was dissolved by mutual 

consent.  Harry Holman Criddle continued in business as a sole proprietor.  In 1821 he was a hatter and 

furrier of 148 New Bond Street.  But on 20 October 1826 he was declared bankrupt.  His father-in-law 

Joseph Ray left an estate of about £20,000 when he died.  Joseph safeguarded his fortune from any 

claims under Harry Holman Criddle’s bankruptcy.  Harry died in May 1832 aged 47.  He was buried at St 

Mary, Newington, Southwark. 

 

My ancestors George Kendon and Mary Ann Layfield were married, probably just before 1800, but the 

marriage has not been found.  They lived in Richmond, Surrey for many years and their children were 

baptised at St Elizabeth’s Roman Catholic Church in The Vineyard.  George was a dancer and dancing 

teacher.  Mary Ann was a Roman Catholic and was almost certainly born in Dublin.  There are 

associations with the West End.  George died on 7 April 1845 aged 78, at 6 Castle Street, Long Acre, St 

Martin in the Fields. 

 

Their son Henry Thomas Kendon (1800-1874) was a Professor of Dancing and Dancing Master to the 
Royal Family.  He married Mary Ann Newsam in 1823 at Bloomsbury.  An item in the Windsor and Eton 
Express of 24 May 1834 recorded how Mr Henry Kendon had the honour of receiving Her Majesty’s 
commands to direct the juvenile Ball, which was to take place on 30 May 1834 at St James’s Palace.  
 
Mary Ann Layfield’s brother George Lewis Layfield (born circa 1772 in Ireland), who was in the British 
Army married Mary Jones on 12 March 1792 at St Anne, Wardour Street, Soho. 
 
To conclude, although the West End has always been very wealthy, it is misleading to say that it is 
paved with gold.  In the 19th century pollution made the West End an increasingly unpleasant area in 
which to live.  In the West end some businesses thrive, but others go bankrupt.  This has always been 
an intrinsic feature of the capitalist system.  Int the 21st century the problems of living in London, such 
as astronomical house prices, mean that increasing numbers of people are leaing central London to live 
in the suburbs or even further afield. 
 
I am grateful to Celia Cotton for her help. 
 
Bibliography:  Paved with Gold: Discovering the West End of London. 

David Long. Fort Publishing Ltd 2015. 
 
Roger Sutton 
Membership No. 1126 
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FREE OF COURSE          5 o’clock Edition           5th May 1926  
 
LATEST NEWS 
12:35 pm   Underground Power Stations are working smoothly.  It is hoped to effect a steady output of 
current at Lots Road and Wood Green. Any rumour that either of these Power Stations have closed 
down or being interfered with is without foundation. 
 
12:40 pm   The Yorkshire Evening News, Leeds published all editions yesterday afternoon and will 
continue to do so from day to day. 
 
12:45 pm   The London Office of the Western Mail announced that a four-paged edition of their paper 
was published at Cardiff in the morning. 
 
The Municipal Tramways association announce that 50% of their men are back at work this morning.  
In Liverpool a good service is being maintained. 
 
A message from Brussels says that after a Cabinet meeting held yesterday evening M. Rollin 
Jacquemyns the Minister for the Interior resigned. 
 
1:00 pm   8 London Theatres have now closed and others may do so if circumstances demand.  The 8 
Theatres are Apollo, Shaftesbury, His Majesty’s, Winter Gardens, St Martins, Adelphi, Gaiety and 
Savoy. 
 
1:30 pm   Most Boot Factories in Welling Borough have closed and operatives meet tonight. 
 
1:35 pm   There is delay in the Mails at Carlisle – Mail trains have been in the Stations 15 hours. 
 
50% of the Portsmouth Trams worked yesterday all are working today. 
 
Ed.This was given out during the general strike in 1926, sent in by Rosemary Gitsham 
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SHAME AND SCANDAL IN THE FAMILY 
 

 
 
 

Woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
Woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
In Trinidad there was a family  
With much confusion as you will see  
It was a mama and a papa and a boy who was grown  
He wanted to marry, have a wife of his own  
Found a young girl that suited him nice  
Went to his papa to ask his advice  
His papa said: “Son, I have to say no,  
This girl is your sister, but your mama don’t know” 
Oh, woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
Oh, woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
A week went by and the summer came ’round  
Soon the best cook in the island he found  
He went to his papa to name the day  
His papa shook his head and to him did say  
“You can’t marry this girl, I have to say no  
This girl is your sister, but your mama don’t know”  
Oh, woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
Oh, woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
He went to his mama and covered his head  
And told his mama what his papa had said  
His mama she laughed, she say,  
“Go man, go Your daddy ain’t your daddy,  
but your daddy don’t know.”  
Oh, woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
Oh, woe is me  
Shame and scandal in the family  
 
Lyrics by Lord Melody   
 
© AVSFHG Newsletter June 2019 
 
"Shame and Scandal in the Family", also known as "Shame & Scandal" for short, is a song written by 

calypso singer Sir Lancelot for the movie ‘I Walked with a Zombie’ in 1943 and originally titled "Fort 

Holland Calypso Song". Sir Lancelot issued his recording of it in the late 1940s.   

 

© Wikipedia 
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FELIXSTOWE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 
Website: www.felixstowefhs.onesuffolk.net 

Email: - fxfhs@hotmail.com  
Registered Charity No: 296115 

 
 

PRESIDENT:  The Rt Hon. the Lord Deben  
 
 

Meetings are held at Broadway House, Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7DD  on the second 
Wednesday of the month.  (7.30 pm start) 

 
 

COMMITTEE  
 
 
CHAIRMAN:    Gillian Smith 
    16 Estuary Drive 
    Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Tel: 01394 270688 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN:   Vacancy 
 
SECRETARY:    Linda Negus 
    62 Falkenham Road  
    Kirton 
    Ipswich,  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com    
 
TREASURER:  Nicholas Smith 
    37 Hazel Drive  
    IPSWICH  IP3 8RF 
    sutton.coldfield@mail.ru 
 
MEMBERSHIP  Ann Sanderson 
SECRETARY:  8 Estuary Drive 
    Felixstowe, IP11 9TL 
    Email: sandersonmjf@aol.com 
 
COMMITTEE   Rosemary Gitsham 
MEMBER:  17 Grimston Lane 
    Trimley St Martin 
    Felixstowe,  IP11 0RU 
    Tel:  01394 275261 
 
EDITOR &   Linda Negus 
MEMBERS  62 Falkenham Road, Kirton 
INTERESTS:  IPSWICH  IP10 0QW 
    Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
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NON–COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
 
 
 
MAGAZINE EDITOR & Linda Negus 
MEMBERS INTEREST 62 Falkenham Road, Kirton, IPSWICH IP10 0QW 
     Email: fxfhs@hotmail.com 
 
MAGAZINE     Gillian Smith 
DISTRIBUTION:  16 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe IP11 9TL 
     Tel: 01394 277617 
 
PROJECTS   Alan Smith 
CO-ORDINATOR:  6 Estuary Drive, Felixstowe, IP11 9TL   
     Tel: 01394 270688 
 
LIBRARIAN:   Stuart Humphrey 
     68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
 
BOOKSTALL &  John Woollan 
MAIL ORDER    ‘The Pines’, Manor Road, Trimley St Mary, Felixstowe, IP11 0TU 
SERVICE:   Tel: 01394 210271 
 
PROGRAMME   Valerie Humphrey 
SECRETARY:              68 Orwell Road, Felixstowe IP11 7PY 
     Email: hunterancestry@yahoo.co.uk 
  
 

PLEASE NOTE:  All enquiries to be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope  
 

All Officers of this Society are unpaid volunteers who give up their spare time to 
answer queries and run the Society and, out of respect for this, it would be appreciated 

if telephone enquiries were not made after 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 

CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
 

£10.00 Single Membership 
£14.00 Joint Membership  

 
 The subscription year begins on 1st September  

 
Membership enquiries to be sent to the Membership Secretary 

 
Please send contributions for the magazine and any comments regarding the magazine to Gillian Smith 
or Linda Negus who reserve the right to edit any item. 
 
Websites that are mentioned or featured in this magazine are not formally endorsed by Felixstowe 
Family History Society and as such the Society cannot be held responsible for the content (or lack of) 
therein. Members view these sites strictly at their own discretion. 


