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2017 PROGRAMME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Unless stated otherwise meetings take place at Hillingdon Baptist Church, 
25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon, Middlesex. UB10 9LS 

Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 

DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Tuesday 10
th
 January 

Joint meeting with U3A 

Starts at 2.00 pm 

 

Dave Annal 

 

‘Lost in London’ 

Thursday 16
th
 February Melanie 

Winterbotham 

‘Gretna Green – Romance or 

Remorse’ 

Thursday 16
th
 March A.G.M. Followed by John Symons ‘Irish 

Research Made Easy?’ 

Thursday 20th April  Film Evening from the London 
Screen Archives 

Thursday 18th May Michael Gandy ‘Records of the Great Courts 
(Chancery and Exchequer in TNA  

in the 17th and 18th centuries)’ 
Thursday 15th June Keith Piercy ‘Harefield’s Light Railway’ 
Thursday 20th July Chris Wren ‘The Battle of Britain’ 

AUGUST NO MEETING NO MEETING 

Thursday 21st September Ian Harvey ‘Into the Sideboard:  Family History 
and Silverware’ 

Thursday 19th October Jenny Mundy ‘Bagging the Bagshaws’ 

Tuesday 14th November 

Joint Meeting with U3A  
Starts at 2.00 p.m. 

Dr. Maurice 
Gleeson 

‘Genetic Genealogy –  
What DNA can do for you’ 

DECEMBER NO MEETING NO MEETING 

 

Please remember that we always welcome visitors to our 
meetings and that the entrance fee for them is £1. 
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   CHAIRMAN'S NOTES     
Ian Harvey 

 
 
It never ceases to amaze me when new material useful to family 
historians turns up. Sometimes it is the serendipity of someone 
rummaging through a badly catalogued local history archive. At other 
times it is opening a suitcase in Granny’s attic and finding a stash of 
papers that had long been consigned to the rafters. 
 
Over Christmas an article on the BBC news service caught my eye. A 
census dating from 15th June 1764 was found in the papers of the Clan 
MACLACHLAN by researchers from the National Records of Scotland. 
It covers St Kilda in the Outer Hebrides – a spot probably unfamiliar to 
many of our members. It is 40 miles off the North West coast of Scotland. 
Imagine the journey to Oxford from Uxbridge over open sea. 
 

 
Apparently the census lists 90 people by name; 38 males; 52 females; 19 
families and 9 individuals. It also records their diet ‘36 wild fouls eggs 
and 18 fouls a day’. In this context ‘fouls’ are seabirds, mainly gannets, 
fulmars and puffins. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The article stated that it is unknown why the census was taken. It might 
have been for military reasons; it may have been an ecclesiastical head 
count; we don’t know. However, it highlighted to me the existence of 
these sorts of early and useful records. 
 
The pernicious internet, that is depressingly so useful, seldom gets you 
back further than 1841. Yet there are documents in local archives and 
transcriptions in family history societies that are equally enlightening. 
The Ickenham School Records transcribed and published by our own 
Society is one of these documents. 
 
It is tiresome to journey off to some distant record office and work your 
way through some jumbled catalogue or index. But it is probably worth 
the effort. You may discover, as at St Kilda, the daily consumption was 
3,240 eggs and 1,620 birds a day. The R.S.P.B. would never have 
approved! 
 
Happy New Year to all our members. 
 
                                              
                                   

EDITORS’  JOTTINGS 

 
Colin Ashworth has asked that we include the following; 
 
‘I wonder if your membership might be interested in my website;   

 
https://findthatmi.wordpress.com/ 

 
which gives a collection of links to enable researchers to find memorial 

inscriptions. An important page is the list of churches (on the Places 

page) where memorials have been surveyed and the results published 

only online or locally as a hard copy. They may not have been published 

under the auspices of an area or county society. 

 

The background to the website is explained on the ‘About’ page and you 

are free to quote from that should you wish to do so. I hope that family 

historians who know of churchyard surveys will use the contact page to 

let me know about them. I can then add details to the site. I am also keen 

to receive comments and feedback via the Blog or by email.’ 
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DONATIONS! 

 
 
We must say thank you to all who have made generous donations to the 
society. 
 
As a rule we do not reveal donors’ names but this year we make an 
exception. Last year member and helper Lesley Adams sadly died and her 
husband has asked us to mention that a donation has been made by all 
those who remember her and the help she gave to everyone. 
 
In these straitened times there are many calls on our finances but together 
with your subscriptions these donations enable us to keep going.  
 
So once again a big thank you to all who have made donations. 
 
 
 
 
  

THE STORY OF ADELLA AND REGINALD CONTINUED 

By John Bridger 

 
 
This is a follow up to the article that appeared in the December journal.                            
 
The new environment in which Adella found herself was a situation 
experienced by pretty well all migrant wives who found themselves in the 
undeveloped parts of Australia.  
 
Letters and journals from those times record that for the first time in their 
lives many women had to cook and do the washing. They also had to 
establish permanent homes and probably educate their own children or 
siblings.  
 
Amazingly they still managed to find time to record their impressions in 
their sketch books. Adella was one of those who recorded her 
surroundings and the 1897 sketch is of the family home in Drake (see 

below). 
                                                                                                (contd.) 
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Emu House, Drake 

 
Adella seems to have taken everything in her stride. Her letters do not 
contain grumbles or expressions of regret but I would guess that she really 
looked forward to the arrival of her sisters’ letters.  
 
She compared her new surroundings with Scotland, ‘As for the N.S.W. 

Climate it is a grand one, it is like life this glorious air and sun. Of course 

dear old Scotland is often perfectly delicious, but for many months it is 

not....’ 
 

She also mentioned Reginald in her letters but omitted any details of his 
occupation, only that when he went away on business she was unsure of 
when he would return. The only clue as to his work was that he was ‘at the 
Gulf’. This was a gold mining area and this fact is reinforced by an entry 
on their marriage record where his occupation was given as mining 
proprietor. The extent of his mining involvement required further research 
but there was nothing in Adella’s letters which was helpful. 
 
Before I started my research into Reginald's Australian venture I found 
references to his time as a seaman.  
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Although the internet is an invaluable research tool, in order to find details 
of sea voyages a visit to the National Archive is necessary so, for this 
exercise, I decided to forego that pleasure! However the ‘net’ did come up 
with two references to his seamanship qualifications. He gained his 
Second Mate certificate on 21st October 1871 and his First Mate certificate 
on 15th April 1874, both in Liverpool. Little else is known except that this 
was the period when he paid many visits to his uncle at the Rectory in 
Kirriemuir and that he had already met Adella some years earlier.  
 
Reginald left for Australia on 15th April 1876 probably as a result of an 
invitation by Edward IRBY of Bolivia (a district of N.S.W.) although it is 
also possible that he may have been ‘sent out’. My cousin, Judy (née 
IRBY) who currently lives in Tasmania is a descendant of Edward IRBY. 
 
Edward IRBY was apparently well established following his purchase 
during the 1840s of extensive land in the mainly wheat growing area of 
Tenterfield.  
 
His vast area of land was primarily used to grow wheat but he also used a 
large area to keep cattle and sheep. There still exists today a structure built 
c1870 which he used as a flour warehouse. It has been converted into a 
very decent domestic bungalow named St. Cuthberts, Crown Street and is 
for sale, at the time of writing, at a price of A$550,000 (also included is an 
adjacent cottage with two bedrooms). 
 
So Reginald had a base to work from and it would 
seem that he raised cattle because in the N.S.W. 
Government Gazette 18/7/1879 p.3198, ‘Registration 
of Cattle Brands, there is an entry for Reginald W. 
STOCKDALE which shows his branding mark: 
 
This registration continued until at least 1895 and probably longer.  
According to an entry in The Arnidale Express and Glen Eagle General 
Advertiser of 7th June 1876 his land holding totalled 80 acres although 
what it was used for was not stated. 
 
The N.S.W. State Gazette carries several entries that give indications of 
Reginald’s involvement in gold mining.  
 
 
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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The earliest that I found was dated 1891 which granted a lease on six acres 
granted to prospect for gold in West Fairfield, Drake County. This lease 
also allowed Reginald and his business partner to employ six men.  
 
In the same year another entry was recorded with a grant of 40 acres to 
him and two other individuals. This land was in County Clive where 
initially the workforce was to be six men for three years and then three 
men for the remainder of the lease which commenced on 10th June 1889. 
In 1892 an entry shows he had 5 acres at Kaloo, Gresham County where 
seven men were employed. Other registrations were found for the years 
1893, 1896, 1899, 1901 and 1902. I suspect that there may well be more 
so Reginald was fully occupied overseeing these leases as well as possibly 
raising cattle. The gold interests were generally spread about the 
surrounding areas but some were many miles from Drake. 

 
On the home front in September 
1894 he was appointed a trustee 
of a part of Drake cemetery 
which was reserved for Church 
of England burials and in 1896 
he was appointed a trustee of the 
recreation ground at Drake. This 
very active man suffered the 
tragedy of Adella’s death on 4th 
September 1900 which left him 
to raise a young family. This 
may well have sparked a turning 
point in his life since it seems he 
now contemplated following in 
the footsteps of his father who 
was the Reverend William 
Walter STOCKDALE. However 

there is evidence that he conducted church services in Drake church, 
shown here, as early as 1894. In her letter written in May 1894 Adella 
said; ‘Rex took the service last Sunday.....Some people wish we had Rex 

every Sunday, he certainly has the gift of a beautiful voice for public 

speaking and he can choose a text and without notes or headings speak on 

it. He does not mind teaching people's weaknesses with an unsparing hand 

………certainly  when he is speaking you can't get into a peaceful dreamy 

state for he is a very fiery preacher........’. 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 

 



 

© Hillingdon Family History Society               8                                      March 2017 

 

On the 7th October 1901 Reginald 
married Elizabeth Harriet née 
COLLARD. She was 57 years old 
and as such would be well able to 
care for his young family of three.  
 
By 1904, when Reginald died of 
pneumonia, Elizabeth had given 
birth to two children. She died in 
April 1920.   
 
He apparently had no previous 
formal theological training and had 
not attended Cambridge University 
(as would have been usual in U.K.) 
but he was accepted by the Bishop 
of Grafton, N.S.W. as suitable for 
entry into the Church during 1902.   
     

      Adella was buried in Casino. 
 
On 7th June 1903 he was ordained as a permanent Deacon and a year later 
he was licensed for Ministerial Duty in the Diocese, apparently at Grafton.  
 
This diocese covered a very large area and from the time he was licensed 
until Easter 1904 he was at Port Macguire after which he returned to 
Grafton. The addition of clerical duties in Grafton Diocese to his life of 
gold mining and farming makes one wonder how he juggled all these and 
still managed to engage in a home life. 
 
We have no other records from this period but there is an obituary in the 
Diocesan News 10th September 1904 (page3). To date I have not been able 
to obtain a copy.  
 
There is however a stained glass window, see below, in Grafton Cathedral 
which was donated by his widow Elizabeth. The dedication reads: 
 
‘H.M.D.G. In loving memory of Reginald Walter STOCKDALE Deacon 

Assistant Curate in this parish 1904. 

 

This window is placed by his widow’                                                  (contd.) 
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In June 1902 permission was 
granted to set up a half time school 
in Ellangowan to serve both 
Ellangowan and their near 
neighbour the Red Ridge 
community. Reginald was heavily 
involved in this project as well as 
other local affairs. 
 
The inspector made a note that it 
was possible for the teacher to 
obtain lodgings in Red Ridge and 
there would be no difficulty about 
the stabling and upkeep of his 
horse. The inspector probably had 
in mind that the teacher could stay 
at the home of Reginald 
STOCKDALE of Emu Park, who 
was the main force behind the 
establishment of Red Ridge 
School.  

 
Reginald offered that if necessary the Red Ridge School could be held in 
the servants’ quarters at his home and that his servants could be 
temporarily accommodated in the main house (ref. Ellangowan Public 
School History). 

 
Reginald died on 23rd August 1904 from pneumonia. His will had been 
drawn up on the day before his death and as usual it passed his assets to 
his wife for her lifetime and then on to the children. It would appear that it 
was drawn up by two others and signed by Reginald with his mark (a 
cross) because presumably he was too ill to use his signature. The will was 
read back to him and apparently he indicated his acceptance. The estate 
value was £2,664-0s-6d which suggests that he was quite wealthy. 
 
Having found out so much about his wealth and bearing in mind Reginald 
employed servants, I wondered if Adella lived a more comfortable life 
than some other settlers. She had arrived in the unknown to find Reginald 
already settled in Emu House which lacked facilities and was relatively 
primitive compared to her life in the Scottish rectory.  
                                                                                                             (contd.) 
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Adella's letters show that she accepted without any sense of regret her new 
surroundings and conditions even if it meant her turning to basic home 
duties. It seems that to be with her beloved Reginald was all she wanted. 
 

 
                   Adella                                                    Reginald 

 

Acknowledgements: 

To my cousin, Judy Flint (née Irby) Adella’s great grand daughter in 

Tasmania, for supplying archival material and permission to publish; 

‘Trove’ the Australian web site;   

New South Wales government gazette; 

The archivist at Grafton Cathedral, NSW; 

And the usual Family History research sites. 

 
 

EARLY NOTICE OF OUR VISITS THIS YEAR 

 

 
We shall attend the following events this year and look forward to seeing 
as many of you all as possible: 
 

8th July Hayes Carnival 
16th July Uxbridge Auto Show 

9th September Pinner Fair 
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A HELPFUL RESOURCE 

 

Rodney Fox, a helper in the research room, kindly forwarded this table of 
where to find parish records on the main genealogical sites.  
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FOUND IN A LONDON WORKHOUSE  

By Alan Rowland 

 
 
In the December issue I mentioned that the London Metropolitan 
Archives workhouse records were available to view on Ancestry. What I 
did not say was that I found in these records of some of my ancestors. 
 
The individual that I wanted to research was my maternal 2xgreat 
grandfather Joseph MARDELL. I had his marriage certificate which gave 
his father’s name as Thomas MARDELL. I searched the usual records 
(census; birth index; marriage index etc.) for Thomas MARDELL only to 
find that there were many with those names and nearly all of them born in 
Hertfordshire. So no real progress there! 
 
I did find Joseph on each of these censuses; 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891, and 
1901 but his birthplace was inconsistent varying from ‘Long Acre’, ‘not 
known’, ‘London’ and ‘Middlesex, London’. His year of birth also varied 
from 1846 to 1848 to 1845 and then back to 1846. On balance it seemed 
that he was born in ‘London’ so I decided to use Long Acre to search for 
his baptism in the parish records available on Ancestry. 
 
I found a Joseph MARDELL born 28th November 1845 (baptised 16th 
April 1846) in the parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Middlesex. This 
looked most promising because Long Acre is but a stone’s throw from the 
church of St Martin-in-the-Fields. This record shows his mother as 
Amelia MARDELL and her address as ‘Workhouse’. Importantly there 
was no father’s name!  
 
I decided, for the time being, to accept that this was my Joseph and 
searched for a marriage for Amelia on Freebmd. Using her name and 
assuming that Joseph’s father was in fact Thomas I estimated that any 
marriage would have taken place shortly after the illegitimate birth of 
Joseph. A marriage appeared for Amelia MARDELL in the December 
quarter of 1847 in Lambeth with spouse names Thomas READ or 
Thomas Shelley. On the 1851 census I found a Thomas READ with wife 
Amelia and a son Joseph READ aged 5 years. So it seems that Joseph 
was baptized as a MARDELL and then, after his mother married his 
biological father, he appears as Joseph READ on the 1851 census. On all 
the subsequent records his name is Joseph MARDELL.    
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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With this information and bearing in mind that all of the individuals 
seemed to come from the London area, I looked for Amelia’s baptism. 
This record gave her parents as James and Ann, address ‘Workhouse’, 
baptised 29th December 1824, parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields. It all 
seemed to fit and it was at this point that I discovered the L.M.A. 
Workhouse Records. 
 
I searched these and found multiple occasions when Amelia with Joseph, 
as well as her parents and siblings, entered and left the workhouse. Also 
in this establishment was Thomas READ and in 1848 Thomas appeared 
with his wife Amelia READ and Joseph MARDELL (who was entered as 
‘bastard of Amelia READ late MARDELL’).  

 

                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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On another occasion Amelia, her parents and siblings are all in the 
workhouse and all are recorded as having Typhus Fever. They entered on 
24th May 1838 and were discharged 3rd July 1838 presumably cured. See 

above. 

 
As you can see there is a wealth of information that can be extracted from 
the L.M.A. Workhouse images that are available on Ancestry.  
 
Why not see if you can trace your London ancestors that may have had to 
make use of the in house relief available in the workhouses.  
 
If you find something send it to us so that we can put it into the journal.  
 
As a matter of interest I also discovered where the St. Martin-in-the-
Fields workhouse was located. It stood on the site now occupied by the 
National Portrait Gallery which is just round the corner from the National 
Gallery and opposite St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church.  
 

Image from Google 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Footnote: 
 

Until I started delving into this question I was under the impression that 

‘people’ were sent to the workhouse almost as if it was some form of 

punishment for being poor, not working or being too ill to work.  

 

I now know that an individual could ask to enter the workhouse and 

subsequently could leave when they so desired. For those who for 

whatever reason could not support themselves they would have recourse 

to parish relief as part of the Poor Law that was in force at the time. This 

relief was funded by parish rate payers and could be given as ‘out’ or ‘in’ 

relief. ‘Out’ relief took the form of a few pence each week which was 

intended to keep body and soul together, ‘in’ relief was the workhouse.    

 
 

 

THE BELLS OF UXBRIDGE 

By Alan Rowland 

 

 

Our member Jean Gorman found an article by Alan Rix in the Uxbridge 
Parish Magazine, which told of a poem written c1866. 
 
The poem, which eulogised about the bells of Uxbridge, was composed 
by an Uxbridge man John Bedford LENO (1826 to 1894). John was a 

famous Chartist, Radical, Poet and 
printer with a shop in Windsor Street.  
Driven by a desire for ‘justice and 
freedom for all mankind’ he 
campaigned to give the vote to all 
common men and women.  
 
He was a leading figure in the 
Reform League, which campaigned 
for the Reform Act 1867. He was 
called the ‘Burns of Labour’ as well 
as ‘the poet of the poor’ for his 
political songs and poems.  
 
Image of John from Google. 
                                                 (contd.) 
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As a persuasive orator his entertaining speeches were in great demand 
around London. He owned, edited and contributed to Radical and Liberal 
newspapers and journals, he also distributed bills that he had printed that 
advertised London Reform meetings and demonstrations. John was also 
successful as an actor, singer and gambler.  
 
He became friends with Fred FARRELL a Chartist and joined the 
Chartists at the first opportunity. He formed a branch in his home town, 
became its branch secretary and sold Chartist publications to the residents 
of Uxbridge.  
 
John had been apprenticed to a printer and eventually found work in a 
similar establishment in Eton, Berkshire. However when the printing 
industry entered into a slump John decided to tour the country singing 
and reciting poetry for food and money. He travelled over a thousand 
miles before he decided to return to Uxbridge his home town. 
 

 
Once there he organized a 
benefit concert in the town 
which produced a total of 
£40. This enabled him to 
purchase a printing press.  
 
Armed with his press he 
opened a shop in Windsor 
Street, Uxbridge and started 
his own printing company. 
 
This original copy of 
John’s poem, ‘The Bells of 
Uxbridge’, was found in the 
local history section of 
Uxbridge Library.  
 
As the original is difficult 
to read we have reproduced 
below the nostalgic poem.  
 

 
                                                                                                            (contd.) 
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THE BELLS of UXBBRIDGE 

 
What years I’ve squandered, Since first I wandered  
From the gentle windings of the Colne stream shore; 
But, with bosom burning, I am now returning, 
To the scenes I cherished in those days of yore. 
In steeples swinging, I have heard bells ringing, 
And felt the magic of each silvery tone; 
But I care for no bells, Not even Bow bells,  
Compared to Uxbridge on the river Colne. 
  
There are bells surrounding, Of pleasant sounding, 
But none whose music ever worked such spells; 
From the Colne on Bucks-bridge, In my youth, at Uxbridge, 
I’ve been filled with rapture by those old church bells. 
I've heard at Drayton, Each has got a date on, 
But then their music is a dismal groan;  
And those of Cowley, Where Dodd’s bones now lay,  
Are nought to Uxbridge on the river Colne. 
 
The bells of Iver, Are not worth a stiver, 
While those of Sipson have few charms for me; 
As for those of Denham, There is nothing in ’em, 
At least, no soundings of sweet minstrelsy. 
But when the ringers, Move St. Margaret’s swingers, 
I feel enchanted with their silvery tone; 
While those of Stanwell, Would fit me for Hanwell! 
There are none like Uxbridge on the river Colne. 
 
I know the charms’ worth, Of those of Harmondsworth, 
For I have listened to their soothing strains; 
And I have caught on, The bridge at Horton 
The distant music of the bells of Staines. 
But, still, no matter, They are noise and clatter, 
Compared to Uxbridge that I deem my own; 
While those of Colnbrook, My cherished own brook, 
Are nought to Uxbridge on the river Colne. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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John’s shop is now occupied by a company specializing in shirt printing  
which is owned by Scott Balcony who also runs a rock and roll band. He 
has set the poem to music which can be heard on You Tube. 
 
I.T.V. London News saw the You Tube video, visited Uxbridge to 
interview Scott and see/hear the bells. Their three hour visit was reduced 
to a three minute item!    
 
Our thanks go to Jean, the Uxbridge Parish Magazine (October 2016), 
Uxbridge Library and Wikipedia (for most of the John Leno story). 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 

AN AUSTRALIAN DISCOVERY 

By Colyn Storer and Alan Rowland 

 

 
 
Our ‘correspondent’ in Australia, Colyn STORER, made use of the pilot 
scheme provided by the General Register Office (G.R.O.) of on-line birth 
certificates for £6.00.  
 
This facility has now closed but Colyn found a number of her Uxbridge 
ancestors’ birth certificates which brought to her attention the practice of 
recording actual birth times.  
 
As Colyn points out whilst this was generally done in Scotland in 
England it was only normal in the case of multi births. During the 19th 
century some registrars in England adopted this practice which provides 
us with a little more information to add to our histories.  
 
Colyn has a soft spot for one of her ancestors, Anne Rebecca DILLON 
and she sent us a copy of her birth certificate obtained on-line from the 
G.R.O. for £6.00 see below. 
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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                   Detail from the certificate to show the birth time. 

 

Colyn went on to tell the story of the DILLON family as they journeyed 
to Australia to take up their new life.  
 
The family comprising David, Elizabeth, Ellen, Anne, William and 
Harriet travelled together on the barque ‘Sacramento’ to Australia. The 
voyage was marred for them when on 14th January 1853 their daughter 
Anne, aged four, was among seven child deaths (cause of deaths not 
recorded). This was not the end of the family troubles for on arrival the 
vessel was shipwrecked on 27th April 1853 off Port Point Lonsdale, 
Melbourne and the family lost almost all their belongings.    
 
Colyn found a record of the event as well as a Testimonial, in the ‘Argus’ 
newspaper 18th May 1853, to the Sacramento’s captain whose actions 
helped to ensure there was no loss of life: 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Victorian Assisted Immigrant Shipping Lists Sacramento, Deaths on 

Board 14 Jan 1853 Anne R Dillon age 4, one of seven deaths, all in Jan 

1853 and all children/babies under 7 years, no causes of death shown on 

record 
 

TESTIMONIAL to Captain Wm Holmes late barque Sacramento.  

 

The Chaplain, cabin passengers and emigrants of the barque 

Sacramento, desire to tender their warmest thanks and to express their 

most sincere gratitude to Captain Holmes for his great kindness and 

uniform attention to the comfort in sickness and health during the 

passage from England to Port Phillip, and in doing this, they cannot omit 

to speak in the highest possible terms of his praiseworthy diligence and 

caution in the management of the ship, which was unfortunately wrecked 

on the reef off Point Lonsdale, on the morning of the 27th instant. They 

beg to assure him they do not attach the slightest blame to him, and wish 

to give him this public testimonial of their high estimation both as a 

seaman and as a friend. 

 

They will not readily forget his kindness, perfect self-possession, and 

great exertions when and after the ship struck, but for which many lives 

would most probably have been lost, and they pray God to bless and 

prosper him in all his undertakings, and to comfort him in his time of 

trial, for they feel, and in their trouble find a pleasure in expressing that, 

in their afflictions and trials of sickness during the passage and of 

shipwreck, he has been a comfort and blessing to them. 

 

CABIN PASSENGERS. 

 

W. F. Lord, Chaplain Rachel Pullan Isabella Lord Wm. Pound Harriett 

Pound  

 

Signatures of Married Emigrants. 

 

James Carter and wife Mich. Shores and wife John Hayward Wm. Hine 

do. Joseph Pledger Jesse Egglestone do. Thos. Austen and wife John 

Loughton do. Wm. Carar do. Thomas Loughton do. David Key do. James 

Tokeley Timothy Chiswell do George Warner Henry Fellows do Joseph 

Bond James Jacobs do Wm. White Thomas Payne do David Dillon and 

wife John Arnold Joseph Lowe do Henry Jacobs and wife  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Charles Innes do Wm. Browne Henry Jacobs do. Alex. Fraser David 

Moore Wm Howell 

 

 

Single Men. 

Thos. Austen Wm. Howell Wm. O'Harrett Thomas Pledger George 

Austen  

 

Single Women 

Harriet Sadler, Matron Harriett O'Harrett Elizabeth Rudd Bridget 

Murphy Caroline Gage Jane Uwins, Sophia Young Elisabeth Minister 

Sarah Fellowes Mary Key Mary Anna Fellows Fanny O'Harrett 

Elizabeth Loughton Harriett Batchelor Margaret Riley Maria Parish 

Jane Bayley Mary Anne Walters Ann East Rose Young /Charlotte King 

Emma Austen   
 

 
Returning to the question of birth times on certificates, Colyn suggests it 
might be interesting to know if other members of the society have 
certificates which would help pin point when and for how long Thomas 
COLLETT recorded time of birth. It may well be that the time could have 
been overlooked when they first received their certificate. 
 
So check out those Uxbridge certificates and let us know when Thomas 
COLLETT began adding times of births and if possible when he stopped. 
 

 

Sources: 
Article identifierhttp: //nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4792736 

Page identifierhttp: //nla.gov.au/nla.news-page509220 

APA citationAdvertising. (1853, May 18). The Argus (Melbourne, Vic.: 

1848 - 1957), p. 12.4 

Retrieved April 26, 2015, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4792736 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BARN HOTEL 

By Alan Rowland 

 
 
Our membership secretary Pat Reynolds recently visited The Barn Hotel 
for a meal and was curious about the history of the building. She came 
from there with a brief description of the buildings and their history. Pat 
thought members might be interested in this old Ruislip building. 
 
The Barn Hotel is clustered round three historic Grade 2 listed buildings. 
The buildings formed a property known as Sherleys Farm. The main 
farmhouse dates from about 1528 but it is likely that parts of the building 
are older by over 100 years and it is believed it is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book. 

 
Uniquely Sherleys Farm has the only complete three frame farmhouse in 
Greater London; most similar buildings of this age have two frames. It is 
rumoured that some of the oak frames used in the construction were 
scavenged from old ships on the Thames and then dragged from the river 
to the site. It is said that a ship's name can be seen on one of the timbers 
but to date it has not been found.                                                       (contd.) 
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The two barns which form part of the hotel public areas date from the late 
1590s. These were working buildings and were constructed according to 
contemporary methods. The Leaning Barn (located between the reception 
and the bar) is a typical example; the name obviously derives from the 

16
o
 angle that it leans from the vertical.  

 
In 2003, during the reception refurbishment, it was discovered that the 
barn had no foundations and that the vertical timber columns were set just 
six inches into the ground. In conjunction with English Heritage the 
building was stabilised by the introduction of two English oak vertical 
timbers. These are easily identified because they are the only truly 
vertical ‘uprights’ in the building. They should serve to keep the building 
standing for another 400 years! 
 
Before the bridge over the Underground railway was built the current 
driveway was the main London to Amersham road which in its day was 
notorious for Highwaymen! 
 
It was a working farm until the early 1950s before it became a riding 
school. After this it was a nightclub where, it is alleged, enough lurid 
‘goings on’ occurred for it to merit a mention in the News of the World! 
 
Its life as an hotel started when the US Navy Intelligence Service set up 
camp in West Ruislip. As a result of all the refurbishment and alteration 
works in 2003 the hotel now boasts new public areas, a new reception, 
luxury period bedrooms and Hawtreys Restaurant which has been 
awarded two rosettes. 
 
The bulk of this article and the picture come from a ‘Brief History of the 

Barn Hotel’ produced by the hotel. 
 
 

TWO LITTLE GIRLS 

By Heather Leonard 

 

As a child my mother’s parents lived nearby so I heard many stories 
about their families and although my father’s mother had died long before 
I was born, many tales of her family were also passed down. Dad’s 
father’s side however was more of a problem.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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My paternal grandfather, Amos 
BOLTON shown here, was born in 
1876. He was the youngest child of 
George BOLTON, a farm labourer 
and his wife Harriet.  
 
Dad said that Amos had told him 
very little about his childhood or 
about his parents but on one 
occasion Amos made an intriguing 
remark. He mentioned that ‘two 
little girls had died in a fire’.  
 
That was it! No names, no dates 
and no clue as to who they were or 
which part of the family they came 
from. I thought that it would be 
impossible to discover any more 
about them and forgot about it. 
 

Years later I revisited my file on the BOLTONs. George had grown up in 
Kingsclere, Hampshire, but on the 1861 census he was in Hampstead 
Norris, Berkshire with Harriet and one son who had been born in 
Kingsclere the previous year. I knew they had married in 1854 so would 
have expected them to have several children by 1861. Why hadn’t I 
noticed this before?   
 
Suddenly I remembered my grandfather’s remark about the two little 
girls. Was it possible that in the 1850s George and Harriet had two 
daughters both of whom had died before the next census? 
 
A search of the Kingsclere registers showed that an Ann Margaret 
BOLTON had been baptised at Kingsclere on 4th November 1855 (Ann 
and Margaret were the names of her grandmothers) and a second 
daughter Sarah was baptised on 22nd November 1857. When I looked for 
the deaths of these two I was surprised to discover that Ann had died in 
1859 and Sarah in 1861. Amos had said that the girls had both died ‘in a 
fire’ so how could they be the girls that he had mentioned? Were there 
two fires, separated by about two years, that each claimed one of the 
girls? 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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I ordered Ann’s death certificate which stated that the cause of her death 
was ‘severe burn over the stomach and bowels’. Sarah’s death certificate 
recorded that the cause of her death was ‘accidentally burnt’ and revealed 
that there had been an inquest. Unfortunately the coroner’s records have 
not survived. 
 
I was disappointed that the Kingsclere parish registers recorded both 
deaths but neglected to mention how they died and I wondered whether it 
might have been mentioned it in the local newspapers. As this was before 
newspapers were available online I wrote to the Hampshire Record 
Office. They found nothing in the Hampshire papers but suggested I 
contact the Berkshire Record Office because Kingsclere is not far from 
the county boundaries. This I did and luckily they found accounts of both 
deaths in the local papers which I reproduce below: 
 
Berkshire Chronicle 15

th
 March 1859  Kingsclere: 

 

Caution to parents – Another sad instance of leaving young children 

without proper attendance resulted in the death of a little girl, aged three 

years and seven months, the daughter of George Bolton, a labourer, 

residing at Summers Hurst in this parish on Wednesday last.  It appeared 

the deceased and a younger child were only temporarily left alone in the 

house whilst their mother went into the garden to gather some greens and 

upon her return she found the child a mass of fire, being so dreadfully 

burnt about the body that she died in about an hour after the occurrence.  

The younger child was unable to get out of the house to give any alarm to 

her mother and is also unable to state how the accident occurred but it is 

supposed that the child was scratching out the embers with a small stick, 

as she was sitting near the hearth and so pulled them under her clothes, 

as when the mother left the house there was not so much as a good 

handful of fire on the hearth none of which was sufficiently ‘alive’ to 

apprehend danger therefrom. 

  
Reading Mercury 26 January 1861: 

 

Death from Burning – An inquest was held at Summers Hurst in 

Kingsclere parish on the 18th instant before T. Pain Esq., Coroner for 

North Hants upon the body of Sarah Bolton aged three years and two 

months, the daughter of labouring people living near Summers Hurst.   

 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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The Coroner and the jury having viewed the body, which presented a 

shocking spectacle, took the evidence of a little boy eight years old, 

brother of the deceased who gave his evidence very clearly but not on 

oath.  Witness stated he was left at home with the deceased and a younger 

child whom he was told to take care of while the mother was gone out 

collecting wood.  He went into the yard and when he returned he met his 

sister at the door in flames; he called as loud as he could for assistance 

but could make no-one hear.  Deceased went a few yards from the door 

when she fell down and she was found there a quarter of an hour 

afterwards; her clothes were all burnt except one stocking and a shoe and 

she was quite dead.  A verdict of ‘accidental death’ was returned.  The 

mother was too ill to attend to be examined. The coroner said, had she 

been well enough to be present, he should have felt it his duty to severely 

reprimand her as she had a child die about a year ago from the effects of 

burning under similar circumstances. 

 
These reports gave far more information than I could possibly have 
expected and I was interested to learn that the eight year old left in charge 
was Sarah’s brother. Was Harriet really a careless mother? Surely many 
mothers of large families would have left older children in charge of the 
little ones. Their dwellings probably had open fires so there was a high 
risk of the dresses worn by young girls catching alight. Perhaps Harriet 
was just very unlucky.   

 

The 1861 census records Edwin J. Woodage an eight year old boy as 
George’s son-in-law.  
 
I assumed he must have been an illegitimate child of Harriet because he 
was born before she married George. However, I could find no birth 
registration for Edwin J. WOODAGE. 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Alan Rowland has done some further investigation for me and discovered 
that there is a birth registration in the right area and at the right time for 
an Abraham J. WOODAGE. It appears then that the wrong name was 
entered in the census. 
 
So in the end those few words from my grandfather led to the discovery 
of a very interesting story. 
 
 
 
 

NEW ONLINE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE INDEXES 

By John Symons 

 

 

For our first meeting of the year we were due to hear Dave Annal speak 
on ‘Lost in London’. Unfortunately Dave had to pull out at the last 
moment due to a bad cold so I used the opportunity to mention a couple 
of recent developments including the new means of accessing birth and 
death records. Dave’s talk meanwhile has been rescheduled for January 
2018. 
 
Until recently if you wanted to check a reference for ordering a birth or 
death certificate it was necessary to check the free volunteer site 
FreeBMD or the indexes available on the main commercial sites. The 
General Register Office has now made available an online index for 
historical births and deaths. This means events from the start of civil 
registration (July 1837) to 1916 for births and 1957 for deaths. 
 
So why bother? There are two reasons. Firstly the events recorded are not 
merely a reproduction of the current indexes which were taken from the 
old written volumes but rather from the source records held by the GRO 
(which admittedly are themselves copies of records supplied by local 
offices – see below). By removing one link from the transcription chain 
they should in theory be more reliable.  
 
Secondly the indexes include details not present on the earlier indexes, 
notably the mothers’ maiden name prior to 1911 on the birth registers and 
the age at death for deaths before 1866. 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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This in itself will reveal details to researchers that were not previously 
available. The data was taken from an earlier abortive ‘DoVE’ 
(Digitisation of Vital Events Project). 
 
In order to search the indexes it is necessary to register and create an 
account unless you have one already. You are only able to search for a 
maximum of two years range from any given year and it is only possible 
to search for females and males separately. Many will find however that 
the additional features available make up for this small inconvenience. 
Should you wish to order a certificate this may be done directly from the 
search screen. Regular certified copies still cost £9.25. A trial scheme to 
make uncertified copies available for £6 has now ended but it is entirely 
possible that this will become a permanent feature in the future now that 
legislation to permit this is now in force.  
 
Marriages are not currently included in the new search indexes but 
remember that with increasing numbers of parish registers with images 
coming online many church marriage register images are available 
through Ancestry, FindmyPast or FamilySearch. 
 
The site remains the same: 
 
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/ 

 
Some counties and districts have their own search and ordering service 
based on the registers kept by local register offices which should in 
theory be the most reliable source of all. These are worth checking if 
searching in one of the listed areas. Links to these may be found at 
 
http://www.ukbmd.org.uk/local_bmd 
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THE OCTOBER 2016 MEETING 

 
 
We departed from our usual meeting format by asking for members to 
share with us a story from their family researches. Two volunteers came 
forward Barbara Nield and her daughter Jenny Morrish. Jenny elected to 
present her own story whilst Barbara employed the services of John 
Symons. Summaries of both presentations follow. 
 

 

 

John Francis Bontems: A Full Life 

Presented by John Symons 

 

 

Barbara’s great great grandfather John Francis BONTEMS was born and 
baptised in Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, in 1814. He was the son of 
Francis BONTEMS and Maria Isabella RUTH who had married in St. 
Pancras Old Church in December, 1811. 
 
After his parents were killed in Jamaica by slaves who burnt their house 
the only survivor, Francis, was an orphan. A family friend brought him to 
England as a young lad and in 1802 he was apprenticed for six years to a 
carpenter, John Pinnock BULL of Kings Langley, Hertfordshire. 
 
Francis died aged 30 in August 1818, just six weeks after the birth of his 
second son, William, leaving his wife Maria with two young children.  
 
Two entries in the records during 1819 show that she received Poor 
Relief as follows:  
 
May 12th  Wid. Bunten      6s 6d 
                 J.Bonten Child  1s 0d 
 
May 26th  Wd. Bonham      6s 6d 
                 J.Bonten             1s 0d 
 
Hopefully she had more on other occasions! 
 
The following year, in February 1820, Maria married a widower in Wing, 
Buckinghamshire.                                                                              (contd.) 
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Her new husband, Jonathan BECKETT, was a Grocer/Beer Retailer in 
Wing, with at least three children. Together they produced at least four 
children. 
 
In December 1833 her eldest son John married Sarah BATCHELOR in 
St. Pancras Old Church. Sarah had also been born and baptised in Hemel 
Hempstead, Hertfordshire. They had five children; the eldest, James 
Steward, Barbara’s great grand father was born in Brentford, Middlesex 
in 1836. James and his wife, Lucy née PIM, had nine children. 
 
Their second child, Sarah Ann, was born in 1838 and sadly died aged 
four months; the cause of her death as stated on the certificate was ‘water 
on the brain’.  
 
John by now was Registrar and had the sad task of signing her death 
certificate. He was still Registrar at the time of the 1841 Census; his 
address was Clarks Wharf, Old Brentford and he is described as a 
Schoolmaster. 

 After several years in 
Brentford John and his 
family moved back to 
Hemel Hempstead where in 
the 1851 Census he was 
described as an 
Accountant, a Brewer and a 
Coal Merchant! They were 
living in the High Street 
(now the Old Town) 
opposite the New Town 
Hall (now the Old Town 
Hall).  
He was an extremely busy 
man, with many interests.  
In 1851 he was Secretary of 
the Provident Building 
Society. By 1855 he was a 
brewer in Cotterells, Hemel 
Hempstead as well as an 
Agent for the Alliance Fire 
and Life Society.                                            

                                                                                                           (contd.)  
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A crumpled scrap of paper, found at the back of a wardrobe showed that 
on 1st November 1856 John, on being admitted to the Freedom of the City 
of London, made a solemn declaration stating he was the son of Francis 
BONTEMS, late of Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, Builder, Deceased, 
occupying premises at Cannon Street West in the City of London and one 
of the Directors of the Emperor Fire and Life Offices. He also declared 
that he was not an Alien, nor the son of an Alien, and was above the age 
of 21 years. 
 
John was a Liberal and a Non-conformist. He worked hard for the 
community, serving as a Common Councilman for Cheap 1864-1877 and 
Deputy 1877-1888. Some of his Committee interests were: 
 
Improvement Committee Orphan School Committee 
Chairman of Special Gas Committee  
Local Government and Taxation Committee 
Markets Committee 
Commissioner for Sewers (Probably knew Bazalgette!) 
Deputy Chairman of Barnet Gas and Water Company 
Director of British Land Company 
Chairman of Abney Park Cemetery Company 
Anti State Church representative. 
 
He had an active and deep interest in all that concerned the well being of 
British Schools. He was Hon. Secretary to the Ballot Society, and worked 
hard for reform to the voting system. 
 
Mention was frequently made of him in The Times, reporting on the 
doings of the Common Council and he wrote the occasional letter to The 
Times. He was also present in the parade when Queen Victoria opened 
the New Blackfriars Bridge. 
 
John Francis BONTEMS died on 7th August 1888. His son-in-law had 
accompanied him to a meeting and asked if he would like to be escorted 
home. John declined the offer, saying he was perfectly well able to take 
care of himself.  
 
He went by tram to Canonbury where he lived but on alighting from the 
car he didn’t see a milk-cart coming from the opposite direction. He was 
knocked down and rendered unconscious; the front wheel of the van went 
over his leg and rested on his body.                                                   (contd.) 
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A police constable took him to hospital by cab but there was nothing to 
be done for him. He was taken home, died a few days later aged 74 and 
was buried in Abney Park Cemetery. 
 

Blazefield:  from Yorkshire to Ickenham 

By Jenny Morrish 

 
 
I have been researching my family tree on and off for the last 28 years or 
so. I have always been interested not only in seeing how far back I can go 
and discovering the many different surnames that make up my family tree 
by following all female lines as well as male; but it is also fascinating to 
try to find out where my ancestors actually lived. In October 2016 I gave 
a presentation to the Family History Society showing how I found the 
birthplace of my great-great-Grandfather. 
 
My father’s family came from Yorkshire and in 2000 we decided to visit 
the area for a family holiday. The part of Yorkshire that we stayed in was 
formerly part of the old West Riding was where my CALVERT ancestors 
lived and is a part of the county that I had previously visited but where I 
had never stayed. 
 
My grandfather was Cyril Calvert NIELD.  He was Deputy Mayor of 
Pudsey and would have become Mayor had my grandmother not become 
ill. His mother was Hannah CALVERT. Hannah was married twice – she 
was widowed in 1899 when her first husband, Sam PRATT, was run over 
by his own dray. She married my great-grandfather, James William 
NIELD, a Fish and Rabbit salesman, in 1902.   
 
Hannah’s father was Joseph CALVERT, who was born in 1840 in Pateley 
Bridge, which is now in North Yorkshire. His birth certificate gives his 
place of birth as Blazefield and this is the subject of my story. 
 
Joseph’s parents were Joseph CALVERT and Ann BRADBERRY; they 
married in 1829 and had 5 children. In 1851 they were living at 
Hardcastle in the township of Bewerley; my great-great-grandfather 
Joseph was aged 11. In 1861 the family were living at Low Wood – ‘end 
of Greenhow Hill’. Joseph, now 20, was a Lead Miner.  
 
 
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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There were many lead mines in this area; the land was poor and farmers 
usually had to have an additional source of income. One of the other 
farmers on the same census page was a stonemason as well as a farmer. 
 
Joseph married Margaret THACKRAY in 1868 and in the 1871 census 
they were living in Town Street, Pateley Bridge, and Joseph is described 
as a shopkeeper and farmer. Joseph and Margaret had five children, 
including Hannah, who was born in August 1871.  
 
On his death certificate in 1874, Joseph was described as a grocer. 
Margaret married again and went on to have a further six children. 
 
Before making our trip to Yorkshire, I had done some research at home, 
using current maps and census returns. I had discovered two places called 
Blazefield near Pateley Bridge and did not know which was correct. By 
looking at the census returns, and the various place names, and finding 
these places on the current map, I concluded that Blazefield where my 
Great-great-grandfather was born was the one on the west side of the 
town.   
 
We started by looking for Low Wood, where the family had lived in 
1861. We spoke to a woman and explained that we were looking for Low 
Wood, where the Calverts had lived.  
 
She said that this was the right place, but that we were too late as ‘the old 
lady’, Ginny CALVERT, had died some years previously. We were also 
near the correct Blazefield, but could not access the house from where we 
were. She advised us to drive back the way we had come, and take a 
turning off the road that leads out of the town in the direction of 
Greenhow Hill.    
 
This was a long steep narrow road uphill with a number of bends but we 
eventually reached a point where the road widened to reveal a house on 
the bend. There was a woman in the garden; once again we explained 
what we were doing.  
 
She was very interested and said that she knew the current owners. She 
offered us a cup of tea while she phoned them. They said they would be 
very happy to see us, although they were not related to the CALVERTS 
in any way. After a decent interval, we left and continued up the hill in 
the car.                                                                                                (contd.) 
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We had to leave the car a little further up and walk the rest of the way. It 
was quite a long walk, and steep. It was an overcast August day and we 
remarked that it must be very bleak in the winter. The house itself was on 
the top of a hill, with no near neighbours. 
 
At last we arrived to be welcomed by the waiting owners and we entered 
after we took the pictures overleaf. The house had no ‘mod. cons.’ and 
was sooty here and there due to an open fire. It was also cold, and I 
imagined it hadn’t changed much in the 160 or so years since my family 
had lived there.  
 
The owners said that they have a wind generator to provide power and 
though they lived in Blazefield in summer, in the winter they moved to a 
holiday flat which they owned in the town. 
 
The Pateley Bridge area is a lovely part of the world and well worth a 
visit.  However, I am in no doubt that my family’s lives must have been 
very hard, due to the isolation, the bleakness of the weather in such an 
exposed landscape and having to work at more than one job.  
 
Joseph had worked as a miner in his youth then at some point after his 
marriage he apparently moved to the town as a Grocer and a Farmer.  
 
I can only guess at whether this was an easier life or not; perhaps Joseph 
and Margaret thought it was better to bring up children in the town, or 
perhaps they just took an opportunity that arose. Whatever the reason, 
Joseph died of typhoid at the age of 34.   
 
I now have to tell you why I entitled my presentation ‘Blazefield – From 
Yorkshire to Ickenham’. It came about as a result of one of those ‘small 
world’ moments. You know how the conversation goes... 
 
“So where do you live?”  

“West London”,  

“Oh, where in west London?”   

“Not far from Heathrow, Uxbridge, just inside the M25” 

“Oh, where in Uxbridge?” 

“Well, actually it’s Ickenham, near Northolt Airfield” 

“Oh, I used to live in Ickenham!” 

“Really, where?” 

“Ickenham Hall – my mother was housekeeper there...”                 (contd.) 
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Ickenham Hall, as you will know, is the building to which the Compass 
Theatre is attached, and it is just half a mile from where we live.   
 
Small world indeed! 

 

 
The House at Blazefield 
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A TALK ─ THERE AND BACK AGAIN: GOING AWAY 

DOESN’T MEAN STAYING AWAY 

By John Symons 

  

 

The final meeting of the 2016 season on Tuesday 22nd November was 
again shared with the Hillingdon U3A Family History Group. On this 
occasion we were pleased to welcome back Audrey Collins who spoke on 
the issues facing those trying to research their families who moved 
between countries and continents.  
 
Audrey told us that the last time she gave this talk she was in British 
Columbia which was fitting as many of the examples concerned people 
who crossed the Atlantic Ocean. In particular during the 19th century 
large numbers of people departed Britain for various reasons.  
 
This can often present difficulties for people trying to trace their families 
but more sources are becoming available to fill in the gaps. Increased 
mobility also meant that such journeys were not necessarily once in a 
lifetime single journeys; it was not uncommon for people to return to 
Britain after an extended absence abroad. 
 
Suspicions that a person or family has emigrated is usually sparked by a 
person or an entire family not appearing on the national census returns. 
Alternatively you might not be able to find a marriage or death record for 
someone. These events might have deterred people from looking further 
but nowadays a wide arrange of possible sources are available to extend 
the search beyond our shores. 
 
When looking for international movements your first port of call (if you 
will forgive the pun) should be the shipping lists. These are usually 
divided between passenger lists and crew lists and will detail those 
arriving or departing on any given vessel. For the UK these will be found 
on Ancestry and FindMyPast with separate series for departures and 
arrivals. At the very least you should expect names (sometimes with just 
initials instead of full forenames), ages and citizenship. You may also 
find intended or past addresses, occupations and other details. Generally 
these cover the period from the 1890s to the 1950s and so include the 
early years of air travel. For arrivals in the U.S.A. you should also find 
records on Ancestry world edition.  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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Bear in mind that many emigrants to Canada passed through the U.S.A. 
en route.  
 
Reasons for travelling were many and varied. In the 19th century very 
often the most frequent reason was the search for work and opportunities 
that did not exist in Britain. These economic migrants may have found 
that the industry in which they worked had gone into decline. The tin 
miners in Cornwall for example moved in large numbers to the U.S.A., 
South Africa, Australia and elsewhere where newly found deposits could 
be exploited.  
 
To escape poverty others sought a completely new life in a new land with 
new opportunities. Sometimes these were realised but not always. Some 
found that the grass was not necessarily greener and returned to Britain.  
 
For this reason it is sometimes worth looking at British records many 
years later to see if they have reappeared possibly with children born 
overseas. 
 
Another significant category of people who moved abroad were those 
engaged in government service, notably the Armed Forces or the 
Diplomatic Service. At the height of the British Empire there were 
numerous opportunities for foreign postings. Fortunately for researchers 
many of the vital events (births, marriages and deaths) are recorded in 
special series in the General Register Office indexes which facilitates 
tracing such people. Some census returns also show those serving in the 
Navy even whilst overseas.  
 
One problem might be that postings were often of short duration with the 
ever present possibility of a return to England. 
 
Some of the most travelled and sometimes the most difficult to find are 
those who served in the Merchant Navy. Some crew lists are available 
and you may find frequent mentions of arrivals and departures in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Masters and mates will also have records of 
their tickets. On the other hand mariners will not often be found on the 
census as typically they are likely to be at sea on census days. 
 
Work assignments were another reason for travel to foreign parts. In the 
days of the British Empire many companies had interests in colonies and 
other foreign countries.                                                                      (contd.) 
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People who worked as engineers or managers will often be found moving 
around the world, frequently by ship, to and from assignments. Usually, 
but not always, the family was left at home. 
 
Finding people overseas is also easier now due to the wide range of 
additional sources available. In the USA for example naturalization 
papers and passport applications are available on Ancestry.  
 
For Canada, attestation papers for men joining the army in WW1 may 
also be found.  
 
In fact all the main commercial sites now have a wide range of material 
available although it is necessary to take out a worldwide subscription. 
Some however may be found free of charge on FamilySearch including 
the U.S.A. censuses up to 1940. This site is also worth looking at for 
resources in other European countries. 
 
Audrey gave an interesting talk with many examples of ways and means 
of finding those elusive people who, in an age of increasing social 
mobility, were able to move not just away from their home towns but to 
new countries. Fortunately as family historians we now have the tools 
needed to find them wherever they went and bring their stories to life. 
 
  

OBITUARY 

 
Members will be sorry to hear of the death of Anthony Smith who passed 
away on 13th December 2016. Our sympathy goes out to his daughter and 
family. 
 
 

DEADLINE DATES FOR 2017 

 
 

JOURNAL DATE 

JUNE 21st April 

SEPTEMBER 21st July 
DECEMBER 22nd September 
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FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Pat Reynolds 

 

Thank you to all those members who 
remembered to return the renewal form 
with their 2017 subscription (although 
some did forget!). The returned renewal 
forms make my job so much easier and 
ensure I know which members have paid. 
Also many thanks to all who made 

donations they really help to keep the society running. 
 
Total membership for 2016 was 197. Once again I must stress that we 
still need more new members so please try to encourage anyone that you 
know, with even the smallest interest in family history, to join us. 
 
Any member who does not wish to have their name, address or email 
address published in our journal, publications or web site please notify 
me. 
 
Finally I would like to thank you all for the many Christmas cards and 
letters of appreciation I received both for myself and on behalf of the 
committee. 
 
WELCOME TO ALL NEW MEMBERS 

 

G55 Mrs. Patricia Gregory 
Email:  
PatriciaGregorytricia1943@outlook.com 

1 The Chantry, Uxbridge,  
Middlesex. UB8 3RA 

G56 Mr. David Gregory 
Email:  
PatriciaGregorytricia1943@outlook.com 

1 The Chantry, Uxbridge,  
Middlesex. UB8 3RA 

 
REJOIN 

 
Mr. Chris Clark 
Email: chris@famdark.co.uk 

4 Richards Close, Hillingdon, 
Middlese. UB10 0BT 

Mrs.Judy Cowan 
Email: chris@famdark.co.uk 

4 Richards Close, Hillingdon, 
Middlese. UB10 0BT 
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BUCKINGHAMSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY  

OPEN DAY 

 
 

This will be held on Saturday 29th July 2017, from 10am to 4pm at  
The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH. 
 
Research facilities available include their Names database (over five 
million entries), Parish Registers, People and Places libraries.  
 
Parish Register transcripts and other research aids will be on sale. There 
will also be expert advice; guest societies from around the country; local 
heritage groups; suppliers of data CDs, maps, software, archival materials 
and much more. 
  
Admission is free, with free parking at the venue. 
 
Further information, including a full list of organisations attending, can 
be found at www.bucksfhs.org.uk 
 
  
 

RESEARCH BY HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
                                                             
 

?      
 

 
 
The society undertakes a limited amount of investigation on behalf of 
members and others.  
 
Local investigations involving the London Borough of Hillingdon and its 
nine ancient parishes will generally be restricted to the sources detailed in 
‘Family History in Hillingdon’ published by the society (at present in the 
process of being updated and revised).  
                                                                                                           (contd.) 
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In addition we can extend searches using the London Metropolitan 
Archives and the National Archives at Kew and other London record 
offices. 
 
We can also carry out national investigations embracing the whole of the 
U.K. as well as other countries worldwide.    
 
The society charges members £5.00 per hour for pursuing such enquiries 
(£10.00 per hour for non-members), plus the cost of any expenses 
necessarily incurred such as copying, postage etc.  
 
Those who want to make use of this service should be specific as to their 
requirements and should indicate clearly the upper limit of expenditure 
they are willing to incur. It must be appreciated that in some cases an 
investigation may not produce any results or may result in a negative 
answer, in these cases a charge will still have to be made.  
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary or email the society, see back 
cover for contact information. 
 
 
 
 

HELP LINE ─ BRICK WALLS DEMOLISHED? 

 

 
In this part of the journal we advertise pleas, from members and non-
members, for information and assistance. If you have become “stuck” on 
some part of your family tree but believe that the answer may lie here in 
our corner of Middlesex, our local knowledge may be able to help. 
 
Members may advertise at no cost, but a charge of £2 for each entry is 
made for non-members.  Send your queries (with as much specific detail 
as possible please), together with payment, to the membership secretary:- 
  
Mrs Patricia Reynolds,  
20 Lilac Place,Yiewsley, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 8LR. 
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PBN PUBLICATIONS 

(Established 1988) 

 

WE SPECIALISE IN TRANSCRIBING, INDEXING & PUBLISHING 

ALL TYPES OF SUSSEX MATERIAL FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS 

 

PRE-1841 CENSUS RETURNS        PARISH REGISTERS 

1841 CENSUS RETURNS                POLL BOOKS & DIRECTORIES 

MILITIA LISTS    CREW LISTS 

GAOL RECORDS               MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS 

POPULATION SURVEYS              QUARTER SESSIONS RECORDS 

 

59 PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ON CD OR AS BOOK/FICHE 

 

PARISHES COVERED IN OUR PUBLICATIONS 

 

ALCISTON:  ALFRISTON:  ARLINGTON:  ASHBURNHAM:   BARCOMBE:   

BATTLE: BEDDINGHAM: BERWICK: BEXHILL: BISHOPSTONE: 

BLACHINGTON: BRIGHTLING:     BRIGHTON:     BURWASH:     

BUXTED:    CATSFIELD:    CHAILEY: CHALVINGTON: CHIDDINGLY: 

CROWHURST: DALLINGTON: DENTON: DITCHLING: EASTBOURNE: 

EAST CHILTINGTON: EAST DEAN: EAST GRINSTEAD: EAST 

HOATHLY: ETCHINGHAM: EWHURST: FAIRLIGHT: FLETCHING: 

FOLKINGTON: FRAMFIELD: FRANT: FRISTON: GLYNDE: GUESTLING: 

HAILSHAM: HAMSEY: HARTFIELD: HASTINGS: HEIGHTON: 

HELLINGLY: HERSTMONCEUX: HOLLINGTON: HOOE: HORSTED 

KEYNES:  ISFIELD: JEVINGTON: LAMBERHURST: LAUGHTON: 

LEWES: LINDFIELD: LITLINGTON: LITTLE HORSTED: LULLINGTON: 

MARESFIELD: MAYFIELD: MOUNTFIELD: NEWHAVEN: NEWICK: 

NINFIELD: ORE: PENHURST: PETT: PEVENSEY:   PLUMPTON:   

RINGMER:  RIPE:    ROTHERFIELD:    ROTTINGDEAN: SEAFORD: 

SEDLESCOMBE: SELMESTON: SOUTH MALLING: STANMER: STREAT: 

TARRING: TICEHURST: UCKFIELD: WADHURST: WALDRON: 

WARTLING: WEST DEAN: WESTFIELD: WEST FIRLE: WESTHAM: 

WESTMESTON: WHATLINGTON: WILLINGDON: WILMINGTON: 

WITHYHAM: WIVELSFIELD. 

 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE OUR WEBSITE: 

 

www.pbnpublications.com 
 

OR SEND S.A.E. TO: PBN PUBLICATIONS, 

24 THE AVENUE, ICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX  UB10 8NP 
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HILLINGDON FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
 

Please note that prices are in pounds (£) sterling and EXCLUDE 

postage and packing (see below). 
 

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE ON CD – ROM  Cost 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877  5.50 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 5.50 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.   5.50 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.  5.50 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. 5.50 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929 5.50 

St. John’s Church, Hillingdon, Middx.  Burials  1903–1924 5.50 

  

THESE RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE AS FICHE SETS  

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Baptisms  1538–1877 (set of 4) 4.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Burials     1538–1877 (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Giles’ Church, Ickenham. Parish Registers. Marriages 1558–1841 (set of 1) 1.00 

St. Mary’s Church, Harefield, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 3) 3.00 

St. Laurence Church, Cowley, Middlesex. Monumental Inscriptions.  (set of 2) 2.00 

Holy Trinity Church, Northwood, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions.   (set of 2) 2.00 

St. Martin’s Church, West Drayton, Middx. Monumental Inscriptions. (set of 1) 1.00 

The Church School, Ickenham, Middx. Pupils & Teachers 1873–1929  (set of 2) 2.00 

Middlesex Sessions Records (Hillingdon Extracts)                                (set of 2) 2.00 

 

Please add postage and packaging as follows: 
 For each set of fiche............................................................... £1.00 
 For each CD–ROM to UK address........................................ £1.00 
 For airmail to overseas addresses…..Email Mrs. G. May for costs. 
 

Cheques should be in pounds STERLING, crossed A/C payee and made 
payable to Hillingdon Family History Society. 
 
The publications can be obtained from the Publications Officer: 
 

Mrs. Gill May, 20 Moreland Drive, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. SL9 8BB 
 

Telephone:  01753 885602      
Email:  gillmay20 gillmay20@btinternet.com 
 

or alternatively visit these on–line bookshops: 
 

www.parishchest.com     and      www.genfair.com     
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Hillingdon Park Baptist Church, 25 Hercies Road, Hillingdon  
(car park at rear of church accessed from Auriol Drive). 

 
 
There is also a public car park on the eastern side of Long Lane (access 
between the Co-op & the Chinese take away restaurant, or via the exit 
slip road off the A40 from London). The nearest L.T. station is 
Hillingdon and there is a U2 bus stop on Hercies Road outside the 
Church. Please note that the main entrance to the Church is on the side of 
the Church. Our Research Room is on the 1st floor. 
 
It is open one morning each week (Friday) and at our monthly meetings. 
On the first Saturday of each month our research session is held in 
Uxbridge Library (6th floor). A bulletin issued at every monthly meeting 
gives the opening dates of the Research Room. The Society does not meet 
or open the Research Room during August. 
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IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO: 

   Patricia Reynolds, 20 Lilac Place, Yiewsley, West Drayton, Middlesex. UB7 8LR 

U.K. 
 

 

Nine ancient Middlesex parishes    

were incorporated into the new 

London Borough of Hillingdon :     

Cowley, Harefield, Harlington, 

Harmondsworth, Hayes, Hillingdon, 

Ickenham, Ruislip and West Drayton 

The original records and registers 

for these parishes are now kept at: 

London Metropolitan Archives, 

40 Northampton Road, Clerkenwell 

London. EC1R 0HB 
 

Hillingdon today embraces a mixture of Greater London suburbs, ancient  

and modern, large and small, each with its own distinctive identity. 

Heathrow Airport lies at the Southern end of the borough. Other localities in 

the Borough include Colham Green, Eastcote, Longford, Northwood, Ruislip 

Manor, Sipson, South Ruislip, Uxbridge, Yeading and Yiewsley. 


