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Eleanor with “guard of honour” Lovely Scottish summer’s dayAnne on parade

Society Reports, News and Information

ANESFHS at Holyrood!
On 3rd July, the Society was represented at the Queen’s Garden Party at Holyroodhouse by
committee member Eleanor Martin (no. 14993) and by our First World War specialist,
Anne Park (no. 3879).

—oOo—

Graveyard Outing 2019: Old Deer
On 1st June, we held our annual Graveyard Outing, this time to
Old Deer.  We were fortunate with the weather, and the 20 or so
members who turned up managed to complete a re-survey of all
the upright stones.
Old Deer has quite a high proportion of horizontal stones –
many of them probably once “table” stones, but all now laid
level with the turf, so covered with grass clippings and the

resultant moss.  A few of these were laid bare, and yielded
up their secrets, but obviously more time would be needed
to uncover and read all of them.
By the time you read this, we will have had at least two
further site visits, by a small band of the most dedicated
graveyarders, so we still hope to complete the re-survey
this year.

mis@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell (MI Co-ordinator) No. 4085

Society Reports, News and Information
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Charles Wilson with his daughters
Gert and Pearl

Members’ Meetings
Margie Mellis, “The Crew of the Rubislaw”
20th April 2019
Margie is one of our librarians, and her talk was
based on her book, A crew that time forgot: Rubislaw
to Ruhleben (reviewed in Journal 151, May 2019).
The material for her book came from research she did
after a relative had shown her a cutting from the Scots
Magazine.  This was a letter asking for information
on someone who had been a First World War prisoner
in a civilian camp in Ruhleben, near Berlin. He had
been on board the SS Rubislaw, which sailed
regularly between Aberdeen and Hamburg.  The
relative told Margie that her great-grandfather Charles
Wilson was also on board, as the steward, when the
ship was impounded.
Margie managed to locate the crew list for that
journey.  She had also read in a BBC News Magazine
about an exhibition being set up by the Royal Horticultural Society on Gardens and War,
which included a horticultural society in a prisoner-of-war camp in Ruhleben. One of the
RHS’s sources for the exhibition was Doreen Black, whose grandfather David McKay
Tulloch had also been on the Rubislaw, as chief engineer, on this ill-fated trip.  Margie got
in touch with Doreen, as she had recognised his name on the crew list.  Doreen co-wrote
the book, with the final chapter written as a tribute to her grandfather.
The Rubislaw was built specifically for trade between Aberdeen and Hamburg, but also
carried passengers in its first-class accommodation. The ship had sailed into Hamburg on
2nd August 1914 with a crew of 18 and nine passengers. The passengers had disembarked
and gone about their business in Hamburg. On 4th August, the ship was about to make its
return journey with around 130 people on board when Britain declared war on Germany.
The Rubislaw was prevented from sailing at the last minute. The crew were detained on
the ship at first and were then moved to a rotting detention hulk in the harbour.  It was
dark and cold, they had none of their possessions, and the food was bad.
After three weeks, they were taken off the ship and put on a train for a 12-hour journey to
Berlin.  From there, they were marched to Ruhleben to an abandoned racetrack, which was
to become their prison until the end of the war in 1918.
The Germans were completely unprepared for civilian prisoners, of whom there were
many more than they had expected.  The accommodation consisted of 11 stables, with
haylofts above.  The stables each provided beds for six men, but the haylofts packed in as
many as 100 men, who got straw and horse blankets for their beds. As the buildings had
been used for horses, the first thing the prisoners had to do was to clean them out in order
to make them habitable.
The prisoners in the camp came from all walks of life, but the largest group was the
merchant seamen, who numbered about 1,000.  Conditions were bad, cold, damp and
insanitary, with queues for one cold-water tap for washing and shaving.  Food was scarce
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and of poor quality, consisting of soup, black bread and watery coffee. Once their families
knew where the men were, they sent food parcels from home, without which the men
would have starved.  The men needed books, clothes and writing materials.  During their
first Christmas there, the men sent a postcard to Aberdeen’s Lord Provost, James Taggart,
and they received a reply hoping that they would be home soon.
The German commandant was sympathetic to the prisoners’ predicament.  Some of the
guards were quite brutal in their treatment of the prisoners, but they were disciplined and
then withdrawn to the edge of the camp.  There was some friction between different
groups in the camp.  Shortly after the prisoners arrived, they were ordered to appoint
captains fluent in both English and German for each of the barracks to liaise between
themselves and the authorities, making the prisoners responsible for keeping order.
The captains set up a committee to organise the running of the camp and to improve
conditions.  One of the first things they did was to obtain clothes for the prisoners, as they
had not been allowed to bring any of their belongings with them when they were taken
from the ships.  The men volunteered to take on jobs to improve their surroundings and
living arrangements, such as cleaning and laundry, and acting as firemen, postmen and
even as police to keep order in the camp.
Boredom was a problem – so, as the condition of the camp improved, the men organised
all kinds of activities to give themselves something to do to while away the time.  They
played sports and games, and some of the academics gave lectures; there were drama and
music groups, and debating; and they produced a newsletter.  Some of the men completed
their degrees and other qualifications.
They were give permission to cultivate parts of the land within the camp and were given
seeds for growing flowers.  The Ruhleben Horticultural Society was set up, and they wrote
to the Royal Horticultural Society to ask to become affiliated.  The RHS then sent them
seeds, tubers and bulbs, and Smiths of Aberdeen sent them lots of seeds as well.  They
managed to beautify the camp, held flower shows and competitions, and grew 83 varieties
of sweet peas.  They also built a nursery for plants, using recycled wood and glass.
When they obtained more ground in the camp, they started growing vegetables.  This was
a huge undertaking, which needed many of the internees to undertake the work.  It was so
successful that they became self-sufficient and even had a surplus to sell to the Germans.
Most of the men remained there until the war ended. A few were repatriated earlier on
grounds of age or ill-health – including Margie’s great-grandfather, who left Ruhleben on
Christmas Eve 1915. The camp was officially closed down on 22nd November 1918.
In 2018, Margie and her husband were invited to an event in Spandau on 22nd November
to commemorate 100 years since the camp’s closure.  The curator of the Zitadelle Museum
gave them a tour of the exhibition on Ruhleben.  After the tour, Margie was asked, to her
surprise, to tell the audience about her connection with Ruhleben.  The curator made the
point that few people in Germany nowadays know about the Ruhleben camp.  They were
also taken on a tour of the area and were shown the site of the camp (now a sewage plant).
Margie found it quite a moving experience, although there is now nothing of the camp left.
The book is available via the Society: code GM033; weight 350 grammes.
kitcorall@gmail.com Kit Corall No. 1000
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Jill Williams, FIGRS: “Henry and his Autograph Book”
18th May 2019
Jill Williams, a professional genealogist, has
researched the story of Henry Clark McIntyre, a
conscientious objector in the Great War, on behalf
of his family.  At our May meeting, we were
delighted to have Henry’s son Alan with his wife
Sadie, their daughter (also Jill), their eldest son
Ken and his wife Linda, to hear her describe the
findings of her research.  Henry’s great-nephew
came along later in the meeting.
Jill had become involved in this research through
the Dundee project on conscientious objectors,
while Henry’s autograph book was loaned by his
family to the Edinburgh branch of the Workers’ Educational Association (WEA; see
www.wea.org.uk) in return for further information on their ancestor’s experiences.
Jill outlined British conscientious objectors’ experiences.  The Friends’ Ambulance Unit
was set up in September 1914 and went to France in October so that those who did not
wish to fight could contribute to the war effort.  By July 1915, the National Registration
scheme recorded the occupations of all men and women aged 21 to 65.  The war was
lasting longer than expected, young men were needed to replace the huge numbers of
casualties from Gallipoli and the trenches, and the Zeppelins had started to bomb England,
causing civilian casualties.  Some five million men of “military age” were not in the
Army.  By October 1915, the Derby Scheme was encouraging men to enlist voluntarily or
to “attest” – that is, promise to serve their country if called.  It became the practice to give
a white feather to men not in uniform, without knowledge of whether they might have
been on leave or unfit to serve, as the mounting casualties were causing antipathy towards
those thought not to be “doing their bit”.
On 2nd March 1916, compulsory conscription was introduced for unmarried men aged 18
to 41, and childless widowers. This was later extended to all men in this age group.  A
Non-Combatant Corps (NCC) was hurriedly created that month, with a conscience clause
for those, such as Quakers, whose beliefs would not allow them to kill.  By June 1916,
conscription was extended to married men aged 18 to 41, and later extended to all men
aged under 51.  This was followed in August by the inauguration of work camps for
conscientious objectors; these continued until the Armistice in November 1918, with the
last inmate not released until August 1919.
From March 1916, every male was deemed suitable to serve in the Army unless he had a
Certificate of Exemption.  Royal Navy personnel, Royal Marines, clergymen, train drivers
and munitions workers were granted exemption.  Men suffering serious ill-health, and
those who had a conscientious objection to combatant service, could apply for exemption,
although this did not excuse them from non-combatant service.  No allowance was made
for men who objected to the war in general.  Local tribunals, including representatives
from the Army, decided cases.
Between January and July 1916, 750,000 men applied, of whom only 350 were totally
exempted.  About 2% of the applicants were conscientious objectors, including Quakers
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and some “narrow” religious groups.  Others were political objectors, whom the Army saw
as refusing orders.
The first work camp was set up at Dyce, near Aberdeen, in August 1916.  An example was
to be made of the 250 men, who were accommodated in tents and expected to work ten
hours a day, breaking granite to build roads – a civil project for the good of the country.
In bad weather, with wet clothes and wet beds on the ground, they worked for 8d a day.
Money was deducted for misbehaviour, and food rations were poor.  Clerks, teachers and
others suffered from being unused to manual work, especially as they had often been
imprisoned, sometimes in solitary confinement, before being sent to Dyce.  Walter Rogers
was the first fatality in September 1916, and by October the Dyce camp was closed.
Henry Clark McIntyre was the son of a labourer in Aberdeen.  His family had McIntyre’s
Cycle Shop in George Street.  His mother died when he was 13, and when he was 18 his
stepmother died at eight months pregnant.  Aged 18 in January 1917, Henry applied for
exemption because, as a Socialist, he thought war was wrong, and British workers should
not be fighting German workers.  His application failed, his appeal was turned down in
May, and he was sent to prison.  Knowing he’d be jailed, his father had taught him to
dance in preparation for a party the family held for him.  He was taken away in handcuffs
on 8th June 1917 to be court-martialled, and was sentenced to the standard 112 days’
imprisonment with hard labour.  He appealed again, unsuccessfully, and was moved to
Dartmoor at the end of July.  He had been in Wormwood
Scrubs in West London and was transferred to Dartmoor.
As the government came to realise the numbers involved in
conscientious objection, Dartmoor was designated solely
for 1,000 “conchies”.
Henry took with him the autograph book he had been
given by the family.  The entries in the book are a mixture
of quotations and drawings.  Jill showed slides of some of
the pages contributed by the Scots who featured in the
book, three of whom came from Aberdeen.  She has
researched their backgrounds – and a handout gave us their
names, addresses, the author of the poem or quotation
used, and the religion and occupation of the contributor
where known.
Jill showed a cartoon, “The Shirker’s Last Refuge”, from the Observer newspaper, of a
conscientious objector on his way to a Quaker meeting.  It expressed the commonly held
view of “conchies” as shirkers and cowards.  Entries in the autograph book included two
contributed by two of “the Frenchmen”.  These were British conchies smuggled into
France, who were sentenced to death after court-martial “on active service” in France.
These men were treated appallingly by the Army but could not be broken into fighting
against their conscience.  Political and newspaper pressure from Britain caused their
sentences to be commuted to ten years’ hard labour, and they were shipped back home to
serve their time in UK prisons.
Among the 113 entries were quotes from Oscar Wilde – “One is apt to forget that each
little action of the common day makes or mars character” – and from Shakespeare, Victor
Hugo, the Roman orator Marcus Aurelius, and Robert Burns.
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Alexander Sim, one of the Aberdonians, provided a quote and a drawing (see below) of Dr
Karl Liebknecht, the Socialist who founded the German Communist Party with Rosa
Luxembourg.  Sim was the son of a tea merchant who supported his widowed mother.  As
well as being a conscientious objector, he suffered from poor health and had been deemed
suitable only for sedentary work.  At his tribunal interview, he made the point that “thou
shalt not kill” was a moral rather than a Christian choice.  He was initially granted
exemption for one month, then called up again and imprisoned for refusal to serve.  The
third Aberdonian, Thomson Williamson, aged 22, was an asylum attendant, the son of a
twine-spinner.  Little else is known about him.
Artistic skill and a sense of humour were apparent in
many of the slides, as was the good level of education
of many of the contributors.  Many were self-educated
through Socialist Sunday Schools, and gave mutual
support in shared adversity.
During its use by the Army, Dartmoor became a Work
Centre: the men sewed mailbags, broke stones and
carried out heavy agricultural work with mere hand
tools.  They worked ten hours a day on poor-quality
rations.  The warders also suffered ill-health from the
harsh conditions.  Out of a prisoner’s wage of 8d a day,
a penny could be deducted for being five minutes late,
insolence or other minor infringements.  Although free
in theory to go out at the weekend, the men had little
money and met much local resistance. Some men
endured being stoned on the way to church on Sunday by the local populace.  The work
camp remained open until April 1919, long after the end of the war.
Henry’s health had deteriorated after two years in these conditions.  However, in 1921, he
married Nora, and they had one child, Alan.  Sadly, Henry died in 1933, aged 34.
The British Government destroyed all the tribunal records in 1921 except for those of
Middlesex and East Lothian, but it is believed there were over 19,000 British “conchies”
in all.  Like many other families, Henry’s knew little or nothing of the prisons he had been
kept in.  Jill concluded her talk with a slide of one entry, a quote from Thoreau: “Under a
government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is in prison”.
In response to questions, Jill mentioned the Pearce Register as a source of information, and
the Socialist Leader (which is not digitised).  She remarked that while some men gave up
and went to war, others were absolutists who refused to do anything, which created
difficulty for those who were willing to do “work of national importance”. Some of the
politicians were not so firmly against the conscientious objectors as the Army was.  After
the war, some men found it hard to get work, or were sacked when their record came to
light; and some may have emigrated to get away.  The absolutists were not allowed to vote
for five years after their release from prison.
Jill (jwgenealogy@aijk.org) would appreciate any information on relatives of Alexander
Sim or Thomson Williamson.  I wish to thank her for checking the accuracy of this report.
jmbyth1@btinternet.com Janet M Byth No. 2882
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Moray/Banff Group Report
We had to make a last-minute change to our May meeting, but Keith and Helen Mitchell
very kindly stepped into the breach to give us a real treat with their drone photographs of
Moray burial grounds.  These photos are stunning, not only for the scenery in the different
seasons but also for the chance to look at aspects in detail, such as the church’s bell tower,
that you don’t see properly from ground level.  They also gave us a talk about Cullen Old
Kirk and kirkyard – again a fascinating insight.  Many thanks to Keith and Helen.
For our June meeting, we were tackling the topic “Making the most of the censuses”.  We
looked at some of the difficulties that we can meet – names, ages, birthplaces and more.
We also looked at some of the less well-known aspects which can add information, such as
the description of the enumerator’s route given at the beginning of each district.
We don’t meet in July or August. but we are thinking about the possibility of a visit to
Cullen Old Kirk at some point.
Our September topic will be our old favourite of “Bring along a brick wall”, so dig out one
of yours and bring it along.  You never know – together we may be able to knock it down!
moray.banff@anesfhs.org.uk Mary Evans No. 1975

—oOo—

Glasgow Group Report: Members’ Day
“Experiences of Genealogical DNA-Testing”
18th May 2019
We were delighted at the large turnout for this year’s popular theme.  There were a good
number of first-time visitors from as far afield as Helensburgh, Carluke, Perthshire and
even Aberdeen.  Also among our audience was Michelle Leonard, “DNA Detective” and
genetic genealogist, whose talk in February 2018 had attracted a huge turnout (see Journal
147, May 2018, p. 4).  She will repeat that talk in September for our Edinburgh Group;
and our Glasgow Group looks forward eagerly to a new DNA talk from her in November.
Buzzy Garden (no. 12916), who chairs our Group, had done a lot of good work to brief
and coordinate the six speakers from among our number.  Afterwards, she summarised
what we’d learned: keep at it; revisit findings, “brick walls” and DNA-matching sites;
share your results across different companies; consider taking courses to expand your
knowledge (especially from Strathclyde University’s Centre for Lifelong Learning); use
DNA-testing in tandem with traditional family-history research methods – and be prepared
for sadness in yourself or other relatives at some of the results revealed by testing.
The six talks were so diverse, and each so interesting, that they appear together as an
extended article later in this Journal (pp. 24–30).  The meeting ended with an excellent
quiz from our original quizmaster, Ian Beaton (no. 8352), who gave generous prizes of
jam and chocolate with ANESFHS “branding”.
Our next meeting is on 5th October (see Diary page), and we hope you can come along.
By being away, I missed a real treat at this Members’ Day gathering.
glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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Midlands Group
The Midlands Group of ANESFHS has met for over 30 years to share experiences.  We
have found new sources of information, heard many good stories and identified distant
cousins within our group.  Ron Herd (no. 32) has organised and chaired our group, but he
has stood down after about 30 years’ service, for which we express our warm appreciation.
We meet next on Saturday 12th October 2019 (2pm–4pm) at our usual venue near Dorridge
Station.  Please e-mail (with contact details) if you are planning to come, or if you cannot
come this time but hope to attend on future occasions.  This is important, as we need to
decide at this meeting whether to continue and, if appropriate, to elect a new chairperson.
midlands@anesfhs.org.uk David L Walker No. 1228

—oOo—

Brisbane-area Group Report
I’m from Brisbane and have been attending meetings of the Society’s groups of members
in Edinburgh and Glasgow.  The Journal editor made some inquiries, invitations went out
to members within reach of Brisbane – and an ANESFHS Brisbane-area Group was born,
with an initial meeting at short notice on 4th May while I was there.
John Thomson (no. 17144) kindly hosted us in his centrally located unit in New Farm.  In
attendance were Robin Price (no. 18058), Doug and Sharon Burke (no. 20713), Kathleen
Dawes (no. 9332), Kate Brial (no. 13272), Isabelle Thompson (no. 938), Tricia Hickey
(no. 16398), Janelle Sandaver (no. 10262), Mike Wilkinson (no. 21704), Meg Barclay (no.
19493) and me.  Other interested members lent their support, regretted a clash of meetings
with Queensland FHS, and hope to attend our new group’s future meetings.
Everyone was so excited to meet up and begin to share interests and information. It was
extremely surprising how many overlaps there were, and a pity we hadn’t enough time to
explore this.  I took hurried notes, and had brought detailed maps of North-East Scotland
and a copy of George F. Black, Surnames of Scotland.
It was really a very friendly event.  We started outside (with more room and maps), but it
rained quite heavily. Everyone wanted to talk for a long time about their research!
The new group hopes to meet every three
months on the third Saturday of the
month.  Robin has now booked a meeting
room in Brisbane City Council Library at
Indooroopilly Shoppingtown (level 4) for
these dates:

17th August 2019 (11am–1:30pm)
16th November 2019 (2pm–5pm).

For August, Robin suggests a similar gathering to May, talking about our family surname
interests, a run-down on where each of us has particular areas of expertise, what we would
like to achieve through the group, and suggestions for future topics.
Enquiries can be directed to brisbane@anesfhs.org.uk (Robin Price and Tricia Hickey);
and the syllabus is also on the Society’s website.  Everyone is welcome to all meetings.
julie.tolmie@mappingbook.eu Julie Tolmie No. 22213
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Melbourne-area Group Report
ANESFHS now has a Melbourne-area Group!  Thanks to initiatives by the Journal editor
and by newly local member Julie Fleming (no. 22166), invitations went out to all current
members in Victoria, 11 of whom convened an initial meeting on 18th May.  It was very
pleasant, productive and enjoyable, and we look forward to future get-togethers.
Our special thanks go to Caroline Gauld (no. 21485) for her IT and room support, and to
Mary Jo Martin (no. 899) for her carrot cake.  Also in attendance were Helen Gardam (no.
14164), Brier Gough (21975), Julie Reid (20170), Vera Williamson (15708), Gwen Myers
(12481), Peter Thomson (21461), and John Park (no. 1888) and partner Janet.
After introductions, we shamelessly took advantage of Caroline’s generous skills. Using
the projection and Google Maps, we plotted research-interest locations on the map. From
this, the idea of a blog and plotting surnames of interest was hatched. This will make it
easy to have all information in one place and will ease communication for all members.
New source and research information was shared, particularly by Julie Reid on obtaining
court records of illegitimate births via the National Records of Scotland. We hope these
meetings will be a great resource for members to share ideas and tips.  Having such a
wealth of experience and expertise in the room was a bonus.
We explored the ANESFHS website, with members finding more options for support and
research on the site. This has motivated me to finish and submit my Ancestor Chart!
The group agreed to hold four meetings a year.  We have set these dates (2pm–4:30pm):

Winter – 17th August 2019
Spring – 23rd November 2019
Summer – 15th February 2020.

Due to the ease of the central location
with space, kitchenette and IT access
(including remotely via Skype), we’ve
agreed to hold future meetings at
Baillieu Library, Melbourne University.
If Caroline can’t make a meeting, then
Mary Jo’s place is a back-up.
Caroline has now created a private blog where we can record meeting notes, research
interests and useful links. Further details will be forthcoming with the blog and notes
other members have made that can be shared.
melbourne@anesfhs.org.uk Julie Fleming No. 22166

—oOo—

Postal Sales Team
Nick Reid and John Kelman have taken over as the Postal Sales Team after many years of
sterling service from Gay Murton.  The office is manned each Tuesday and Thursday, so
please therefore note that you may not receive a reply immediately when you enquire, but
we endeavour to respond as soon as possible.
publications@anesfhs.org.uk Nick Reid No. 22316

John Kelman No. 21492
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New Society E-mail Addresses
Our publications@ e-mail address had become confusing, and will no longer be shown.
Instead, the last page of each Journal now shows some changes to Key Contacts, with two
new e-mail addresses:
Postal sales team Nick Reid, John Kelman postal.sales@anesfhs.org.uk
Publications (new/reprints) Jean Shirer and team society.books@anesfhs.org.uk
That is:
 “Postal sales” is for when you want to buy books, maps, CDs or anything else to be

sent out physically from King Street.
 “Publications” (society.books@) is for queries to do with new or reprinted materials

produced by ANESFHS.
Please change your e-mail address book accordingly.  We trust you’ll find this new system
easier to understand and use.  Keep sending in your orders and enquiries!

—oOo—

Events in 2019
ANESFHS will have a stall at these events coming up in the rest of this year:
7th September (10am–4pm), Town House (and other venues), Aberdeen: Doors Open Day
7th September (10am–5pm), Memorial Park, Braemar: Highland Games
5th October (9:45am–4:30pm), Concert Hall, Motherwell: Local and Family-History Show

(Lanarkshire FHS)
27th October (10am–4:30pm), Hilton Treetops Hotel, Springfield Rd, Aberdeen: Book Fair
Help isn’t required with the bookstall at any of these events; but, as always, we’d love to
see you there anyway.
jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer No. 14

—oOo—

Publications List Update
Please see the Society’s website under the “Publications” tab for a list of all publications
that we produce or sell, and for how to order.
Moray & Nairn FHS
AJ125 Barevan Churchyard MIs & Cawdor Churchyard Burial Register

1930–1970.
£4·00 210gms

AJ015 Botriphine Free Church Baptisms 1843–69 & Roll of
Communicants 1846–50; Botriphnie War Memorial & Roll of
Honour; & Botriphine Poor Register.

£9·00 210gms

AJ045 Lhanbryde War Memorial, Lhanbryde Poor Register 1845–1905
& Burial Register 1895–1965.

£8·00 210gms

Local
LM035 Old Forres.  DG Lockhart.  Collection of old photographs. £10·95 210gms
jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer  No. 14
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Retirement: Gay Murton
When the Editor asked me to write a few words about Gay, my immediate thought was
how to write “a few words” about someone like Gay, who really deserves a whole book!
Anyway, here goes. Although Gay has absolutely no blood connection to North-East
Scotland, she believes, rightly, that you can learn a lot from a good Family History Society
no matter where. She also believes that you can learn a lot from helping other people. But
most importantly (from our point of view!), she believes you can get the most out of a
Society by becoming involved. And Gay certainly became very involved very quickly.
(She claims not to be bossy – but, as the eldest of three, and the eldest girl among 12
cousins, had been taking charge since the age of 5.) Her ANESFHS c.v. reads as follows:
1988 Became member no. 2127 after hearing an inspirational talk by Bill Diack (no. 155).
1991 Began helping in the Centre, then soon joined the Committee.
1992–1995 Vice-Chairman of the Society.
1995–2002 Chairman of the Society. I can tell you, from my experience as chairman, that
this involves much more than simply standing up at the monthly meetings and saying a
few words! You have to be involved with, and have an understanding of, not only the
administrative side but also the day-to-day contact with volunteers and the public.
At the same time, and for several years, Gay was also part of the Journal Editorial Team.
As if this weren’t enough of a challenge, she also took on responsibility for Postal Sales,
which involves dealing with orders from members (and non-members) both in the UK and
worldwide. Sounds easy? Don’t you believe it! Gay has always been meticulous at
giving our members the best possible service – sorting out different postage costs for
different countries and sometimes having to decipher requests which are not always clear.
Carrying large packages of books to the local post office is also physically demanding. In
recent years, advances in technology and new regulations have also demanded a re-think
in how things are done. Until you have worked out exactly how to do this and what this
can involve, life can seem even more complicated!
Gay has coped with all this in her usual efficient and effective way. She is one of those
people who manage to fit a tremendous amount of work into a short period of time and
still find time for a chat. She once described a fellow volunteer to me as having excellent
time-management skills. I think the same could be said of her. She is always willing to
stop what she is doing if another person needs help with something – and still get all the
work completed. Having been involved with so many different aspects of the Society, she
has a clear oversight of how things are run and what needs to be done. I am always
astonished how Gay can work in what looks to me like total chaos, but knows exactly
where everything is and can lay her hand on any item I might be looking for.
In recent years, Gay’s health has not been the best, and she has had to cut back on some of
her involvement with the Society – very much a case of “the spirit is willing but the flesh
wants to take it a bit easier”. We are sorry she is having these problems, but we quite
understand that she not only needs a rest but most certainly deserves it. We will miss her
cheerful chatty company, and hope she will continue to pop in and keep us on our toes.
And, by the time you read this, we’ll have wished Gay a very Happy 80th Birthday!
liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129



August 2019 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 13

Editorial
ANESFHS members can help solve your family-history problems! Did you know we
have around 3,000 current members worldwide, including some libraries and other
institutions where non-members can also read our Journal?  That’s a lot of people with
North-East Scottish ancestry who could help to answer your family-history questions.
If you have a North-East family-history or related query, our Society has several ways in
which you can reach out for help.  You might be surprised at our members’ breadth and
depth of knowledge and experience – and their willingness to help you.
1. Post a query on the ANESFHS Facebook page. The number of users is ever-growing.
2. Log into the members-only section of the ANESFHS website and ask a question on the
Members’ Forum. Many of its frequent users are quick to respond with helpful tips and
some amazing research to help answer your queries.  As well as the popular “Brick Walls”
category, there’s “DNA Forum”, “Surname Interests”, “Genealogy Talk” and several other
categories full of lively exchanges and satisfied customers.
3. Our quarterly Journal goes out to the entire worldwide membership, any of whom
might have the answer you’ve been seeking all these years.  Many members used to jump
excitedly on their Journal when it arrived, turning immediately to the very popular Queries
section.  In the early years (admittedly before the Internet), some whole Journals were
given over to Queries!  Just a few examples:

Journal No. 21 (Winter 1986) had 101 queries and 29 other “general” Q&A
Journal No. 30 (Spring 1989) had 150 queries
Journal No. 41 (Dec 1991) had 153 queries
Journal No. 50 (Feb 1994) had 144 queries
Journal No. 54 (Feb 1995) had 122 queries.

Then began a steady fall in number (but a helpful increase in detail) of Queries, with these
intermediate peaks:

Journal No. 62 (Feb 1997) had 57 queries
Journal No. 67 (May 1998) had 77 queries
Journal No. 75 (May 2000) had 51 queries
Journal No. 84 (Aug 2002) had 41 queries
Journal No. 91 (May 2004) had 35 queries
Journal No. 111 (May 2009) had 22 queries
Journal No. 118 (Feb 2011) had 17 queries.

There were 3–11 per issue until May 2017 – and just one in August 2017, after which I
resumed as Editor.

Journal No. 145 (Nov 2017) had 21 queries.
Since February 2018, there have been respectively 6, 9, 6, 2, 3, 3 and 2 per issue.  It’s a
very valuable yet under-used resource.  Take advantage!
It helps if you state resources you’ve tried, and say which ones have been useful or not.  If
your Query is already on Facebook or the Members’ Forum, please ensure you’ve taken
account of any replies received.  I look forward to your Queries for the Journal.
journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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Meet the Gang!  Profile: Stuart Petrie
It has been suggested that we should reintroduce a series of articles (see Journals 107–124)
featuring various members of the Society, some of whom you may have met on visits to
our Research Centre at King Street, and others whom you may only know by name.
It seems appropriate, therefore, to start by introducing our current chairman, Stuart Petrie.
He joined the Society in 2005 and became chairman 2½ years ago.
Stuart was born in Aberdeen in 1954 to an Aberdonian father and an English mother, so he
has personal knowledge and experience of researching family history on both sides of the
Border. He attended Abbotswell Primary School and then the Grammar School, going on
to study geology at Aberdeen University. By the time he graduated in 1976, the oil
industry was in full swing, and he enjoyed an exciting career in many parts of the world,
from China to the USA, and Iceland to the Middle East.
In his early years of working in the oil industry, he first realised the potential of IT.  He
feels that he owes much of his knowledge of recent developments of various websites to
this early grounding.  (Most of us tend to pick it up as we go along – if at all!)
Retirement gave him an opportunity to pursue in more detail a lifelong interest in family
history. Stuart’s interest was first aroused when, as a child, he battled to unravel his
father’s complicated family background. His father’s mother died very young, leaving
Stuart’s father to be brought up by his stepfather and his second wife. Stuart therefore had
two “grandparents” who were no blood relatives to him at all. Stuart has vivid memories
of meeting various half-uncles and step-aunts and wondering how everybody fitted in!
On joining the Society, he quickly became a much-valued Centre helper – and visitors are
always impressed by his ability to see a way round brick walls or to “think outside the
box”. He has a phenomenal knowledge of what is available on various websites, and has a
clear, logical mind which helps when trying to unravel mysteries – and he can often
suggest new avenues to pursue.
After many years of helping in various areas, Stuart became
chairman in 2017. He was very involved with the reorganisation
and refurbishment of our premises and is delighted with the
fresh, updated look. One of his main interests (obsessions?) is
databases, and he is presently busy compiling a database of local
newspapers. He also compiles complicated family trees (for a
small charge) – and these are real works of art!
He admits that he tends to get “hooked” on a particular scheme,
and feels he is no good at multi-tasking.  (Well, he is a man, after
all!!) He also finds he tends to be disorganised and forgets
sometimes about communication! But he’s promised to “try
harder”.
Outside the Society, he and his wife Kath, whom he met at university, are involved with
the care of elderly parents. Stuart’s mum is now 98 and needs a little more care nowadays.
When they have the time, Stuart and Kath enjoy quizzes and looking after their succession
of retired greyhounds – note T-shirt in photograph!
liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129
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Book Review
Jock’s Jocks: Voices of Scottish Soldiers from the First World War,
by Jock Duncan (European Ethnological Research Centre and
National Museums of Scotland, 2019), ISBN 978-1-910682-33-3,
Paperback, £12.99
Almost every family was touched by the First World War. This oral
history collects, in a unique way, the stories of some from North-East
Scotland who fought in that war and survived.
This remarkable book is essential reading for anyone with a North-East connection who is
interested in understanding their family history from 1900 to 1920. First, it is a verbatim
transcript of the memories of 59 men from 14 regiments who faced the horrors of the
Great War. It is an irreplaceable, eye-witness history covering all aspects including not
just the large set-piece battles but also day-to-day life in the trenches, helpfully organised
for easy reading or reference by chapter: “Training”; “First Time in the Line”; “Mons to
the Marne”; “Gallipoli, Egypt and Salonica”; “Battle of the Somme” and so forth.
Importantly, because it is a verbatim transcript (painstakingly transcribed by North-East
folksinger Jock Duncan on an old manual typewriter), the reminiscences are largely in the
Doric. It is just as those men spoke every day and while they were at the Front, which
makes reading the stories more alive and relevant to the North-East:

“I wis sent oot to the 4th Gordons in time for the Third Battle of Ypres … It cam on
rain fin it started an oh it wis terrible – ye wis widin up to yer knees in goor. The
trenches were fu o watter an it wis clay grun makin it a helliva job gan aboot.”

The opening chapter details the lives of the men before they joined up. It paints a vivid
picture of life in the North-East over 100 years ago and, as such, is an invaluable factual
resource. Many, if not most, of those men worked on farms, fee’d as ploughmen or
horsemen; and the book gives a real insight into what the hard personal day-to-day life of
the ordinary farm servant was like:

“I fe-et at hame till Mains of Tillypronie far I bade a hale eer … I wis the cattler and
pooed neeps and that for them – a gie kittle job in a frosty mornin. We took brose at
half sax in the mornin. Wir feet was on the door steen deed on time ilkey morning
and the kettle wis aa ready bilin fors … Then I gid stracht in among the nowts to neep
and muck them.”

This excellent book tells these men’s stories in an unmatched way and gives an insight
into the lives of our grandparents and great-grandparents. It helps us to understand, from
their own words, how they lived and fought and survived. How many of us have said “I
wish I had asked my grandad …”? This book is perhaps the nearest we can get now to
hearing directly about life in the North-East in the first decades of the 20th century and
about life, and death, in the trenches. To read these memories, as spoken by the men
themselves, is a privilege and a direct and moving link with the past. I think this book
should have wide circulation in the North-East because it is so relevant to the lives of
people.  Indeed, it should be made required reading for schoolchildren, especially around
Aberdeen!
taylor_r@btinternet.com Richard Taylor No. 22352
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IT Support Assistance Required
Do you have experience of some of the following: PHP, C#, MySQL, Joomla, HTML,
CSS, JavaScript, Windows Group Policy, Windows Login Scripts, PowerShell,
Hypervisors, SANs, NASs, VMs, Google G-Suite administration, network infrastructure,
network cabling etc.?
For the past 20 years, I have looked after the Society IT.  But, these days, I find that the
task has grown to the point where I struggle to manage on my own. In addition, as I no
longer live near Aberdeen, there are some tasks that are made more difficult or impossible
from my location.  So, if you have good experience of some of the above topics, why not
get in touch?  You do not have to be local to Aberdeen (although someone local would
definitely be useful).
More detailed information is available, so, if you think you might be able to help, please
get in touch.  I look forward to being able to share the load.
support@anesfhs.org.uk Dave Anderson No. 7696

—oOo—

Library Report
Most of you will be familiar with the Society’s Record of Ancestors charts.  These are a
record of your direct ancestors only, and are in the form of a straightforward family tree.
Every member is encouraged to fill in an ancestor chart and submit it to the Society.  If
you want to find out more about them and what we do with them, then go to our website,
log in, and click on “Services” at the top of the page, and then “Ancestor Charts”.
The ancestor charts give the bare bones of your family, but many members also send in
their research in a much fuller form, and there is a section in our Library devoted to these
family histories.  These can range from several typewritten pages to published books.  You
may well find that another member has been researching the same family as you, or
another branch of it, and you might be able to get some useful pointers from their material.
Our Library has recently received two new family histories.  Stella Pedersen (no. 12914)
has sent us a copy of her book, Family lines leading to Walsall, in which she traces her
Hughes family history.  She had initially assumed that ancestors on her father’s side were
Welsh – but, as she delved into her family’s roots, she discovered that the Scottish strains
were actually stronger, and that her Grant and Ogston families came from Aberdeenshire.
A whole section in the book is devoted to this connection.
Stella’s book (ISBN 978 0 9536 7072 7) is available from her at 55 Stryd y Prior, Cydweli
SA17 4TY, cost £14·95.  Postage and packing is £1·80 (overseas £4·90).
The other recent donation is Family history of the Waugh family of Nithsdale, by William
Waugh.  The catalyst for his research was a substantial memoir written by his father in the
early 1990s and a similar memoir written by his great-uncle covering the history of the
family from the mid-19th century.  With these memories as a starting point, he has been
able to research and build up a much more detailed history of his Waugh family.
Both these books demonstrate very clearly the enjoyment of family history, not just in
searching through records – although that’s certainly part of the fun – but also in the places
you see on your family-history journey, the people you meet, the stories you hear.
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People’s memories are a valuable resource in family and local history – and a recently
published book includes many reminiscences from former granite-industry workers. The
Granite Men: a history of the granite industries of Aberdeen and north-east Scotland, by
Jim Fiddes (no. 1049), is published by the History Press (ISBN 978 0 7509 9001 1) and is
available from the Society (LP065), cost £20 + p&p.  Granite gave Aberdeen its nickname
of “the Granite City”, but Aberdeen granite can be found in buildings all over the world.
This book must surely be the definitive history of the Aberdeen granite industry.  It’s very
well researched, well illustrated and eminently readable.
library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090

—oOo—

Fordyce Old Kirkyard: Update on Transcription Work
For some time now, a small team of volunteers from Portsoy Salmon Bothy has been
working on the transcription of gravestones in Fordyce Old Kirkyard.  This is by no means
the first survey to be undertaken of inscriptions in this historic Banffshire burial ground.
William Cramond, schoolmaster and local historian in Cullen, recorded all the stones
which were standing in about 1870, and published the results.  Unfortunately, this
publication is now extremely scarce and does not include a significant number of stones
which have been erected following his survey.
At least two further collections of readings have been
compiled in more recent times, and  these drafts may be
consulted in the ANESFHS library at King Street.  However,
this work does not conform to present-day conventions
applicable to monumental inscriptions.
The team from Portsoy completed their initial readings
during the summer of 2018, and the next stage will entail
another visit to the kirkyard to check the transcriptions
against the stones.  We aim to get this done in 2019, if
weather permits, so that further work, mainly using
computers, can be scheduled for the winter months.

An unexpected outcome of the
prolonged spell of fine weather in
2018 was that rectangles of dried grass were observed at various
spots in the graveyard.  Given their size, it didn’t take long for us
to realise they were buried gravestones.  By correlating them with
William Cramond’s published transcriptions, we have been able
to identify the location of stones which are no longer visible and
therefore also their inscriptions.  This should be good news for all
those members who have Fordyce ancestors, although we will
need to consider how to deal with these stones before the results
of our work can be published.

brian.alison.smith@gmail.com Alison Smith No. 7779
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Resources Newly Available Online for Banffshire
There is great news for members with connections to Banffshire!  A successful application
to the Strathmartine Trust has enabled Banffshire Field Club to carry out digitisation of its
archive of Transactions dating back to 1880.  These papers represent a treasure-house of
knowledge about historical Banffshire.  Hitherto they existed only as pamphlets, their
assets known only to a few scholarly devotees.  Among the contributors were respected
personalities such as William Cramond, renowned local historian, as well as Alistair and
Henrietta Tayler, whose research into Jacobites of North-East Scotland is highly regarded.
As a result of digitisation, website users can now search more than 6,000 pages of archive
material, all available free of charge.  A search, for example, using the term “Braco”
brings up 45 different titles, the topics of which include the history of Banffshire’s roads,
the Regality of Strathisla, traditional music and, unsurprisingly, family history.  All these
articles can be viewed as PDF files and freely downloaded and printed for private use.
Visitors to https://www.banffshirefieldclub.org.uk also have the opportunity to browse a
gallery of historic photographs and to participate in a discussion forum on topics of
relevance to Banffshire.  Another feature of the new website is an online shop, where a
selection of Banffshire Field Club publications is available for purchase.
The formal launch event was held in June 2019 at Strathisla Distillery in Keith, in the
presence of Banffshire’s Lord Lieutenant, Mrs Clare Russell, and other invited guests.
brian.alison.smith@gmail.com Alison Smith No. 7779

—oOo—

100 Club News
The 100 Club gives our members the opportunity to win a cash prize while also supporting
the Society’s work.  All you need is a UK bank account, wherever you live.  The fee for
each number held is £12 per annum and is payable annually, in May, by banker’s order.
The payout is always 50 per cent of the income, and there are four prizes in the monthly
draw (1st 20 per cent,  2nd 15 per cent,  3rd 10 per cent and  4th 5 per cent of the income).
You must be a current member of the Society. If you decide not to renew your
ANESFHS membership, please also cancel your standing order for the 100 Club.
The draw takes place monthly, and we now pay winners via online banking. We need
to be kept up to date with any changes to 100 Club members’ bank-account details.
Winners are also announced in the Journal.  For further details, please see the current
Information Booklet on our website.  If you’d like to join, then please e-mail me (below).

No.
1st prize
(£24·60)

Mem.
No. No.

2nd prize
(£18·45)

Mem.
No. No.

3rd prize
(£12·30)

Mem.
No. No.

4th prize
(£6·15)

Mem.
No.

May 124
Jeanette
Terry 14978 139

Anne
Smith 14618 8

Janet
Taylor 20994 43

Douglas
Johnston 4892

Jun 89
Jennifer
Boyd 5028 131

Sheila
Foote 11337 50

Edna
Cromarty 2568 73

William
Low 484

Jul 54
Kathleen
Duncan 5023 77

George
Westmore 2711 24

Fiona
Gaskell 17588 68

Gay
Murton 2127

100club@anesfhs.org.uk Teresa Shewell No. 4883
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Re: “Missing War Memorials” (Journal 151)
My search for the war memorials of Aberdeen’s Ancient Order of Foresters (AOF) and the
Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds (LOAS) continues, and I’m still following leads.  In my
previous letter to the Editor, I mentioned intending to search the local presbytery minutes,
held at Aberdeen Town House.  This exercise proved to be a memory-stirrer, made doubly
so by finding, on virtually the last page of my hunt (1972), a tribute to my late father,
presbytery elder Alexander Douglas. It was full of praise for him and his enthusiasm, zeal
and faithfulness, and it noted his many interests and talents. Although I’d failed to find a
mention of the missing memorials, that was one memorial I’m glad I found.
I also learned that the former St George’s-in-the-West building had first been sold to the
Free Presbyterian Church, which gave me another avenue to follow. Alas …
Stirring my hopes for a while was a conversation with a St George’s Tillydrone member
who had happened upon an old file of honour-rolls photos (see facebook-com/tillydrone
church).  In the end, these were presumed to belong to St George’s-in-the-West.  However,
I was interested to learn from him that the Masonic Lodge of Old Aberdeen no. 164 had
found some Oddfellows memorabilia when they had moved from High Street to the old
stables on Dunbar Street some years previously. I think the Oddfellows are a similar
organisation to the Foresters and the Shepherds.  So, another lead – and a visit to the
Aberdeen Maritime Museum was added to the list. There I found a very helpful archivist
who followed up my quest and said that they held a framed Roll of Honour for LOAS
Balmoral Lodge no. 2114, a silk banner for the Holburn Lodge of the Oddfellows, and a
war-memorial panel for the Oddfellows Old Aberdeen Lodge no. 733. Because the
museum staff are very busy at present, I’m having to be patient to gain access to these.
I also intend to visit Aberdeen University Special Collections, as they may have items
belonging to these organisations. And, if I ever obtain more substantial information, I
hope to respond more adequately to those who have shown interest and encouragement.
A footnote? In 1922, the Press & Journal recorded the unveiling of an illuminated (war)
memorial for the LOAS Pride of Don Lodge in Bucksburn Public Hall. So, if anyone
knows anything of this … well, please let me know.
cairnstar@aol.com Heather Smith No. 13916
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QUERIES

152/1 SMITH / COOPER / SINGER: I understand
this photo to be of my 2g-gf Alexander Smith.
Written on the frame below is “Betty’s Great
Grandfather Alexander Smith” (Betty Laing is
my cousin). Can anyone advise me around
when this photo might have been taken?
Alexander (s/o Alexander Smith and Helen
Cooper) was bapt. 3 Oct 1811 Old Machar and
d. 10 Nov 1878 at 6 John Street, Aberdeen.  In
1843, he m. Elizabeth Singer; both were of
Fintray parish, where he was employed in
farming work in the 1841–61 censuses.  They
had seven chn; the third was my gt-gm Agnes.
Of special interest to me is her brother William Dunn Smith (known as Duncie
Smith). In the 1891 census at Bogintory Cottage, Cluny, he is a Teacher of Dancing.
I believe he was a friend of the famous fiddler musician Scott Singer, also acting as a
caller at dances, and I have often wondered if the nickname “Duncie” referred to his
middle name or his dancing. Now, wouldn’t it be lovely to have a kilt-clad photo to
add to the press notices I’ve found of him taking part in Highland Games?
cairnstar@aol.com Heather Smith No. 13916

152/2 WEBSTER / SMITH:  Seeking more info on the family of my gt-gm Annie Webster
(b. 1877 Oldmeldrum illegit. to Annie Smith and James Webster), esp. on her parents
from 1900.  Other chn to Annie Smith: William Smith Rhind?, Alexander Smith and
Lizzie Philip.  Annie Webster, raised by her gm Ann Smith (née MURISON, 1822–
1900), had son James Morrison Webster b. 1900, and left him in Aberdeen when she
moved 1904/5 to NZ.  The ANESFHS Members’ Forum has helped me hugely.
dmbrown31@hotmail.com Denise Brown No. 22541

Queries

Instructions for Queries
Queries are accepted from paid-up Society members free of charge.  Non-members should
donate £1.00 per query (or postage stamps).  Up to four queries per person will be accepted per
calendar year.  The parts of a multi-part query count as separate queries. Each query will show
the submitter’s name, e-mail address and membership number.  The query service is intended
for ancestor research and not as a finding service for recent or living relatives.  We will omit
parts of a query which we consider too recent, or which have no North-East Scottish content.
If you have asked the Society for research, you’ll receive an answer eventually.  Please don’t
duplicate requests by asking for research on the same question as a Journal query.
In each Journal, we include all the queries that are ready.  Queries received close to our
publication date will appear in the following Journal.
If you resubmit or update an old query, please annotate it accordingly. Journal queries should
be sent separately from other correspondence, with your name and membership number on
each request, to: queries@anesfhs.org.uk
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Diary
17th August 2019

ANESFHS Brisbane Group meeting
General discussion; suggestions for the future
11am–1:30pm, Brisbane City Council Library,
Indooroopilly Shoppingtown, level 4

17th August 2019
ANESFHS Melbourne Group meeting
Show and tell: bring along resources to share
2pm–4:30pm, Baillieu Library, Melbourne
University

7th September 2019
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group meeting
Bring along a brick wall
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

14th September 2019
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group meeting
Using DNA to solve family-tree mysteries
Michelle Leonard, genetic genealogist
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

21st September 2019
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Brick walls
Mary Evans (Moray/Banff coordinator)
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

5th October 2019
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group meeting
Making the most of the Internet
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

5th October 2019
ANESFHS Glasgow Group meeting
Church records
Chris Paton, genealogist and broadcaster
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

12th October 2019
ANESFHS Midlands Group meeting
midlands@anesfhs.org.uk / 01564 770335
2:00pm at a member’s house; all welcome

19th October 2019
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
The Broad Street Project (1911+)
Bert Lawrie
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

2nd November 2019
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group meeting
Making sense of your research
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

9th November 2019
ANESFHS Edinburgh Group meeting
Using transatlantic resources: researching
Thomas Moonlight
Gary Lawrie, genealogist
2pm, Royal Scots Club, 29 Abercromby Place

16th November 2019
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
Lord Provost Barney Crockett
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace

16th November 2019
ANESFHS Glasgow Group meeting
WW1 soldiers and the Fromelles DNA project
Michelle Leonard, genetic genealogist
2pm, Renfield Saint Stephen’s Church Centre,
260 Bath Street, Glasgow

16th November 2019
ANESFHS Brisbane Group meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm–5pm, Brisbane City Council Library,
Indooroopilly Shoppingtown, level 4

23rd November 2019
ANESFHS Melbourne Group meeting
Topic TBA – see website and next Journal
2pm–4:30pm, Baillieu Library, Melbourne
University

7th December 2019
ANESFHS Aberdeen Meeting
Christmas Social
Bring the family, and meet other members
2:00pm, 136 King Street

7th December 2019
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Christmas Social
2:00pm, Elgin Library, Cooper Park, Elgin

Holiday closure, 158–164 King Street:
Closing at 1pm, Sat. 21st December 2019;
reopening at 10am, Monday 6th January 2020

4th January 2020
ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group Meeting
Bring along another brick wall
2pm–4pm, Activities Room, Elgin Library

18th January 2020
ANESFHS Aberdeen meeting
Beginners’ Meeting – all welcome
2:30pm, Unitarian Church, Skene Terrace







Page 24 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS August 2019

Articles

Six Experiences of Genealogical DNA-Testing
Below are the six talks given at our Glasgow Group Members’ Day meeting in May 2019
(see also p. 8 of this Journal for a summary report of the meeting).

DNA and Me – Interpreting Ethnicity
Family historians rely on oral histories and information from documentary sources to
delve into the past and build a picture of their ancestry.  Alas, creators of records and
researchers are fallible.  Reliability of a record is subject to creator error, by accident or
design, and to interpretation coloured by the researcher’s own opinions and experiences.
Lately, DNA-testing has become relatively inexpensive, easy to use and very available.  It
appears to offer scientific certainty.  Well, yes, but …
I traced my lineage to my 5g-grandfather, Ontong Burnett, who was baptised as an adult in
Peterculter in 1774.  Further documentary research suggested that businessman James
Burnett of Countesswells, Aberdeen, had returned in 1769 from Batavia (now Jakarta),
Indonesia, accompanied by Ontong.  The paucity of historic genealogical records from this
part of the world prompted me to try a DNA test to see if I had some Pacific Rim ethnicity.
In August 2017, I received my ethnicity profile from Ancestry.  I was disappointed to see
no trace of anything east of the Caucasus.  The results were derived from 3,000 reference
samples and 363 possible regions.  It is possible to download the raw DNA data from
many test facilities, which can then be submitted to a different company.  I chose to do this
with GEDmatch.  These results showed tiny traces of DNA from an Oceanic population –
i.e. Pacific Islander.  I believe this proves, or at least supports, the documentary evidence
of my distant-in-time-and-place ethnicity.
Then, in late 2018, Ancestry rejigged their data using 16,000
reference samples from 380 possible regions.  My updated ethnicity
profile now shows a 1% share from the Philippines.  I am delighted!
I had lots of fun looking through my family photograph collection
and picking out an eastern look here and there, some of which I
shared with our ANESFHS Glasgow Group.  The final photo was of
me aged one year, wearing a string mop as a “skirt”.  My sallow
skin and infant chubbiness look most non-European!
With increasing numbers of people taking DNA tests and sharing
their results, the algorithms used to define ethnicity will continue to
become more accurate – we hope.  In conclusion, DNA does not
change, but how we interpret it does.
Ontong Burnett: a synopsis of the documentary evidence
Ontong Burnett has been researched extensively by many of his descendants, including
David Peters (no. 2402; see article in Journal 117). The Burnett Banner no. 8 (Dec 2009;
online) has an article on p. 7 about Ontong by the Burnett Genealogist, Eileen Bailey.
To summarise, Ontong was born around 1747, probably in the Philippines or Melanesia.
He may have been a servant to James Burnett in Batavia. On his return to Scotland, James
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bought the estate of Countesswells, Peterculter, in the burgh of Aberdeen. Ontong was
baptised at Peterculter on 11th September 1774: “James Burnett, Esq. of Countesswells had
a Negroe Servant baptized by the name Untong being aged about __ years”.
On 17th October 1778 in Peterculter, “Ong-Tong Burnett servant to James Burnett, esq. of
Countesswells had Henrietta baptised before witnesses”.  Payment for a marriage followed
on 8th November: “Received from Ontong Burnett in Mains of Countesswells two shillings
and sixpence Sterl. for being three times proclaimed for marriage in one Sabbath”.
When James died on 5th July 1782, Ontong was left a lifetime annuity of £6. Male servant
tax documents reveal a little more: in 1778 and 1779 he is described as Ontone, an Indian
– house and riding servant. James’s widow’s tax records in 1785 and 1786 describe him
as Ontong/Atone, a black – house servant. In 1786, he also appears in Drainie, Moray,
now as Ontong Burnett – house servant of Sir William Gordon of Gordonstoun (a relative
of Mrs James Burnett). By 1791, he was Anton Burnett, butler to Sir William.
At Countesswells, tax was paid at the basic rate for a married servant. At Gordonstoun,
Ontong was rated as a bachelor, and the tax paid was almost double the married rate. Sir
William Gordon died in 1795. Ontong next appears in 1803 in Slains parish.
Ontong married three times: 1778 (unknown); 1788 in Drainie to Margaret Ritchie; and
1790 in Drainie and Fordyce to Elspet Hay.  Only one child, Henrietta Burnett, is known
to have survived.  She married George Hardie in 1801 in Slains and settled there. In 1803
in Slains, their second child was baptised Margaret. In all, George and Henrietta had ten
children, whose numerous descendants now live across the globe.
Ontong died in 1811 and is buried in the Hardie grave at Ellon kirkyard. The burial
register entry records: “15 March 1811 Thong Burnet, of Knapperna, Slains”.  The
monumental inscription reads: “also Ontong Burnett died March 11, 1811 aged 64 years”.
As more records become available, Ontong’s life story is filling out. Perhaps one day,
records will tell something of Henrietta’s early days, which would be most interesting.
kate_clark@ntlworld.com Kate Clark No. 934

Brick Wall Broken Down
An international team of my Archer cousins used DNA-test analysis to break down a 129-
year-old brick wall. My paternal grandmother, Edith Randle, never knew the identity of
her father.  For the first six years of her life, Edith was raised by a Randall family in the
Kaipara district of North Auckland, New Zealand.  When she turned seven years of age, in
1897, they sent Edith to a Millar/Miller family in the Bombay district of South Auckland.
They told her that she had to live with the Miller family so that she could attend school.
Edith never again met the Randall family.
Edith had a Randall family group photograph showing herself; the woman she knew as her
mother; another woman; and the younger boy whom knew as her brother.  Sometimes,
years later when she was a mother herself, Edith sat in her rocking chair, looking at the
photograph and weeping.
In 1945, when Edith was 55, one of the older Miller women, Maggie, a spinster in her
final illness, continually asked for Edith.  Only then did the other Miller women tell Edith
that Maggie was her mother.  They refused to tell Edith any more information.  Edith died
on Christmas Day 1970, not knowing the name of her father.
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Edith’s only daughter, Mabel, spent many years trying to find her mother’s birth
registration.  Mabel never used a computer, and she spent many hours searching through
microfilms ordered from the LDS Family History Library.  Mabel found Edith’s school
admission record in the NZGS Library:

RANDLE, Edith
Paparata School Parent/Guardian: Mrs Miller, Ararimu
Number 233 Born: 6 August 1890
Admitted: 25 Oct 1897 Last day: 19 December 1907

Mabel found descendants of the Randall family in Dargaville, North Auckland.  They had
the same family group photograph, which confirmed that Mabel had found the correct
family.  These Randall descendants had been unable to identify Edith in the photo, so
Mabel was able to help them to resolve their mystery.  Unfortunately, these Randalls had
inherited no family story that would explain why their ancestors had raised Edith as their
own child. Mabel died in 1999, unable to break down this brick wall.
This mystery passed on to the next generations, Edith’s grand- and great-grandchildren. I
co-operated with my cousins by contributing an autosomal DNA test.  Two of my paternal
half-sisters, a first cousin and several first cousins once and twice removed also took tests.
A first cousin once removed, Kylie, used various DNA-analysis tools to triangulate the test
results by chromosome to group their common fairly close unknown matches.  Kylie and
others contacted the owners of these matches, asking for an ancestry tree.  Kylie extracted
surnames from these trees and compiled a list of the most common of these surnames.
Although Edith’s date of birth was known, and the NZ BDM historical website can search
for events that occurred on a given day, it requires entry of a surname.  The historic NZ
BDM records on Ancestry can search without a surname, but it extracts the registrations
for a whole calendar quarter, returning too many results to find Edith’s birth registration.
One of the surnames identified by Kylie was McLean.  The cousins searched the NZ
historical births site for Edith McLean, born on 5th or 6th August 1890 (Edith was never
sure) – and they found a registration.  They ordered the print of the entry in the register:

Edith McLean
Born: 5 August 1890, Franklin Road, Auckland
Father: Lachlan John McLean, Farmer, 25, born Rothesay [Isle of Bute]

[actually born in Cathcart, Glasgow; his mother was from Rothesay]
Mother: Margaret McLean formerly Miller, 22, born At Sea

[Maggie was born on the emigrant ship]
Married 6 October 1888, Drury [no record of this marriage]

We Archer cousins are very pleased to have found the name of Edith’s father, but are sad
that Edith and Mabel died before this breakthrough.
murray.archer@btinternet.com Murray Archer No. 7770

Identifying My Father
I was 27 and married with two children when I discovered that my dad was not my father.
I had always felt something was not quite right but could never put my finger on it, so
having my DNA tested was a very personal issue for me.
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My mother wouldn’t discuss my birth father. She had originally told me that her husband
was my father, but now I knew he was not.  I was given a name, Peter Edwards, and that
he came from Manchester – but that was it.  I spent years looking for Peter, and travelled
back and forth to Manchester Records Office when it was still paper records, microfilm or
microfiche, but got nowhere.
Fast-forward to 2018 and FutureLearn’s offer of a six-week online course at Strathclyde
University, teaching the basics of tracing your family tree.  I thought: what have I got to
lose? No pressure, no exam at the end of it – and I signed up.  It was an excellent course,
and one of the modules covered DNA, explaining it in simple terms.
I finished the course, bit the bullet, sent for the kit from Ancestry, did the spit sample and
sent it away.  The results came back very quickly, and Peter’s cousin Alison came up as a
match: my second cousin.  This just confirmed what I had been looking for all these years.
Alison corresponded frequently, opening up the can of worms that is my Edwards family.
I made contact with someone from another branch in New Zealand, and she confirmed
much of what Alison had told me. I already knew from my past research that I had a half-
sister and half-brother, and plucked up the courage to write to the sister in February; but I
haven’t received a reply.  I found her address through 192.com.
On another note, Alison gave me details of fairly serious medical issues that run through
the Edwards family down the female side – but I am descended on the male side, so it
looks as if I’m OK there.
The DNA test has finally answered my question as to who my father is.  I would dearly
love to see what he looks like, but I am not prepared to have the door slammed in my face
again, so for the moment I will try to be content with what I have – who knows.
ca009a5218@blueyonder.co.uk Kate Armstrong No. 15359

Cross-Matching DNA Results
Three cousins – Morag (female), Brian and Ron (both male) – have a link to the maternal
and the paternal sides of a family of McKenzies. We have DNA results from Ancestry,
23andMe, LivingDNA, MyHeritage and FamilyTreeDNA.
DNA raw data obtained from Ancestry or 23andMe can be transferred to other companies’
sites, including LivingDNA, MyHeritage and FamilyTreeDNA. There can be charges for
this, but it is cheaper and quicker than doing a DNA test again with these other companies.
Ancestry also provides DNA matches, as well as comparisons on family trees. I have
around 1,100 matches, and it did show Morag as a first cousin.  I have only four matches
which have more than 1% matching DNA.
All three cousins took the 23andMe test, and the list of DNA matches does show that we
are all related to each other. I share 15% DNA with Brian and 14% with Morag.  Brian
and Morag share 12% DNA.
I also have around 1,100 DNA matches on 23andMe.  There are no records or family-tree
facilities on 23andMe, and it seems that most subscribers are interested in the medical
aspects of this site. I’ve downloaded my raw DNA data from 23andMe and transferred it
to LivingDNA, which is combined with FindMyPast. This was free so far, but has not
produced any promised DNA matches.
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I also transferred it to MyHeritage, which initially seems free, but then you have to pay
£29 to get any results. I have over 8,000 DNA matches on MyHeritage. I also transferred
my DNA to FamilyTreeDNA, which has listed over 4,000 DNA relatives.
With three sets of DNA where we all have the same match, it points towards our family’s
McKenzie side. Where only one of us has a match, it is more likely to be our other side –
so, there is good reason for other members of your family to sign up. I manage the results
of my two cousins on the 23andMe site, but they both also have access to all the results.

Has the DNA-testing been interesting? – Yes.
Has it been of value? – Not so far.
Has it been expensive? – I think so.
Would I do it again? – Yes.

Do not pay the normal price for any of the tests, as there are many special-offer sales on
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and other holidays. Postage is always an extra cost. All these
companies want your money, so beware of add-ons.
mac.ron367@gmail.com Ron Manson No. 14984

North American Connections
My DNA test led to a tale of pioneering in the wilds of Upper Canada.  I took a test with
Ancestry.com in the hope of overcoming one of my genealogical “brick walls”, as my
great-grandfather had been born illegitimately.  I have not yet achieved this, but have
made some other interesting discoveries.
I made contact with a descendant of a John Hunter (b. 1821) whom I’d assumed had died
young, as he was not with the rest of the family in Glasgow in the 1841 census.  John had
actually emigrated to Canada in 1834 at age 13 with an uncle and aunt, John and Agnes
Paterson of Thornhill in Dumfriesshire. They may have been attracted by an advertising
campaign which was carried out by the Canada Company in Great Britain and Ireland in
the early 1830s, looking for labourers or small farmers. The trio sailed from Liverpool on
the Kutusoff, a sailing barque of 415 tons, landing at New York and making their way to
Canada. Having been allocated land in the Colborne Township, part of the Huron Tract of
Upper Canada, they had to clear the forested land and turn it into a productive farm.
John Hunter got married and had five children, who all moved to the USA.  My new
contact lives in Maryland, and in April 2019 she, with her brother from Virginia and his
wife, travelled to Scotland to explore their ancestral homeland.  I was able to meet up with
them and show them the Hunter family gravestone in Glasgow’s Southern Necropolis.
r.j.carson@talktalk.net Robert Carson No. 4293

Some Thoughts and Experiences on DNA and Testing
A grasp of the basics is useful for family-history research, but Strathclyde University DNA
courses are very technical, so do not do both at the same time – a major mistake on my
part. They are probably too advanced for most folk’s family-history needs.
Available online courses include “Understanding autosomal DNA-testing for genealogy”
– also technical, but a vast new field, and another useful tool in tracing your ancestors,
especially if there are brick walls due to adoption, illegitimacy and lack of records.
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I’m very fortunate that most of my ancestors (back to the 1750s) stayed within a 40-mile
radius of Aberdeen, with a few stragglers from Glasgow, the Isle of Coll and the Isle of
Skye. I was very wary of the whole idea of DNA-testing, but eventually decided to bite
the bullet and proceed with the Ancestry DNA test and the FamilyTreeDNA Y-test.
Roughly how much DNA do we share?
We share 50% with our parents and full siblings, 25% with our grandparents, 12·5% with
great-grandparents, 6·25% with 2g-grandparents, and so on. The estimated percentages
for earlier generations get very small very quickly, as it halves with each generation.
We share 25% with aunts, uncles, half-siblings and double first cousins (where both sets of
grandparents are shared), 12·5% with first cousins, 3·125% with second cousins, and
0·781% with third cousins of the same generation.  Estimated percentages for more distant
cousin relationships get even smaller, as they reduce by a factor of four each time.
A few other numbers to bear in mind!
The number of great-grandparents multiplies by two with each generation.  So, if there is
no duplication, by the time you are back to your 21 x great-grandparents around AD 1350,
the number exceeds the current population of Scotland – and another four generations
back, it is around 24 million, i.e. the entire worldwide Scottish diaspora. However,
statistically, if you are of Western European extraction, you are a descendant of the Holy
Roman Emperor Charlemagne (AD 742–814), so we are all royalty of some variety.
My results from the Ancestry DNA autosomal test
So far, around 15 million people worldwide have taken this test. DNA-testing uses the
following factors, which give a rough guide to relationships:
CentiMorgan (cM) is a unit for measuring the probability of genetic linkage.
Shared DNA segments (Seg) are similar parts of the various chromosomes.
The greater the value of each, the closer the genetic linkage; and there are numerous tables
of expected ranges of cM and Seg values for various family relationships.
For privacy reasons, I give only forenames below.  I had made no contact about this with
any of these people before I took the Ancestry DNA test, hence it all appears to work.
Best result: George, cM value = 361, Seg = 21

I’ve known him all my life: my mother’s cousin in Aberdeen, i.e. my 1c1r.
Closest common ancestors: Thomas Emslie and Agnes McFarlane.

2nd-best result: Irene, cM value = 314, Seg = 19
I knew of Irene but had never been in contact with her: granddaughter of a great-aunt
who went to Canada in 1906, i.e. my 2nd cousin.
Closest common ancestors: George Murray and Margaret Marr.

3rd-best result: David, cM value = 243, Seg = 15
He now lives in Perth, Australia, and is my mother’s cousin’s son, i.e. my 2nd cousin.
Closest common ancestors: Thomas Emslie and Agnes McFarlane.

4th-best result: Jeanette, cM value = 214, Seg = 13
I have known Jeanette for several years and am in regular contact with her as a fellow
family-history researcher. In the same way as Irene above, she is my 2nd cousin.
Closest common ancestors: George Murray and Margaret Marr.
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5th-best result: Mark, cM value = 200, Seg = 12
He only appeared on my list recently after I did an update. He was a total mystery until
I contacted him via the Ancestry website. He was born in Aberdeen and adopted at an
early age. His adopted parents then moved to America, but he had found out who his
natural parents were. He is a son of one of my mother’s cousins, i.e. my 2nd cousin.
Closest common ancestors: Alexander Jamieson and Annie Jarvis.

6th-best result: listed as “drkla”, cM value = 104, Seg = 9
Possibly another Canadian relative; but any genetic link is very puzzling.  A 2c1r?
Possible closest common ancestors: George Murray and Margaret Marr.

7th-best result: Rich, cM value = 95, Seg = 6
Yet another total mystery; and unfortunately I have not been able to connect him.

8th-best result: Douglas, cM value = 66, Seg = 7
His mother was Joan Stewart, but my Stewart family tree had no Joans.  However, a bit
more digging and I found that her grandmother was a Booth from Skene and an older
sister of my 2g-grandmother, so that was the connection, i.e. 2nd cousin once removed.
Closest common ancestors: John Booth and Elizabeth Cameron.

36th-best result: Deborah, cM value = 32, Seg = 1
I made contact because her surname was one I was researching.  She has traced
numerous McPhersons from Kincardineshire to Canada and New Zealand.  From her
research, I have produced an index of all McPhersons from Kincardineshire up to the
year 1900.  If anyone wants a copy, just e-mail me. She is my 3rd cousin.
Closest common ancestors: Hugh McPherson and Elizabeth Hall.

My results from the FamilyTreeDNA Y-test
So far, around 1,000,000 men worldwide have taken this.  For me, it has proved to be
rather disappointing, as the closest match to me so far is estimated to be:

a probability of 59% for my 2g-grandfather, the previously mentioned Andrew Stewart,
a probability of 70% for my 3g-grandfather, who is currently unknown, and
a probability of 78% for my 4g-grandfather, who is also currently unknown.

So, lots more digging to be done here. However, it does give the Y-DNA information for
future testing, and I hope that some or other of the 42 I have found will also take this test.
reidnib.research@hotmail.co.uk Laurence J Stewart No. 2742

—oOo—
Oats and Porridge, Part 1
Alexander Anderson was born on 28th January 1805 in Strathdon, Aberdeenshire.  He was
the eldest child of Alexander Anderson [father] and Jean (Jane) Anderson.  Their marriage
presents a knot in the family tree, for they were both grandchildren of Charles Anderson,
the 8th Laird of Candacraig from 1716 (at the age of 5) to 1776.  Charles had several
natural children but never married.
Charles’s eldest son was William, baptised in 1743.  William was alive at the time Charles
died, and I would have thought he was first in line to inherit the Candacraig estate, but for
some reason he did not.  William was the only child of Charles with Mary McHardy.
William married Helen Lumsden, and their second son was Alexander Anderson [father].
William and Helen had at least 10 children.
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Charles’s second son was Alexander Anderson [grandfather], born in 1752.  His mother
was Elizabeth Wattie, and Alexander was their second child; he had an older sister named
Penelope baptised six years earlier, in 1746.  In 1776, at the death of his father Charles, he
became the 9th Laird of Candacraig.  Alexander [grandfather] had at least 13 children with
eight different women.  He was not married to any of the women when they bore his
children, but in the last month of his life he legalised his marriage to Helen Grant, the
mother of his three eldest offspring.  These were John (1790–1835), Robert (1791–1847)
and Jean (birth year unknown).
John became the 10th Laird of Candacraig in January 1818 following the death in March
1817 of Alexander [grandfather].  John was married to Catherine Gordon, and there is a
record of their having a son, James Thomas, but I don’t know what happened to him.
Robert, John’s brother, became the 11th Laird of Candacraig when John died in December
1835.  He had become a member of the Royal College of Surgeons in 1812.  Robert was
unmarried and had no children at the time of his death in 1847.
Jean (Jane), Alexander [grandfather]’s third child, married her cousin Alexander [father]
prior to 1805.  They had 11 children between 1805 and 1827.  Their eldest child was
named Alexander – not only the name of his father and his maternal grandfather, but also a
family name going back to the 2nd Laird of Candacraig born in the late 16th century.  In
1833, Alexander [father] and Jean emigrated to Canada with six of their children.  Some of
those would have been young children (the youngest was aged 6) – but one of the emigrés
was Alexander, who would have been 28 years old.  We can imagine that he concluded he
was unlikely to inherit the family estate from his two uncles, and he would do better to
seek his fortune in the new world.
I am not sure of the movements of other members of the Anderson family, but within a
year Alexander was living in the vicinity of Huntingdon, Quebec, near the Chateauguay
River.  He married Elizabeth Tully, daughter of an elder of the church, on 30th January
1835.  It was the first wedding conducted in the new St Andrew’s church; and the new
minister, the Rev. William Montgomery Walker from Ayrshire, Scotland, “cried [them] in
the Scotch fashion” (p. 356).
Alexander was primarily a farmer although also a businessman, and he prospered in
Canada.  His obituary said: “His land he converted into one of the best farms on Trout
River”.  The folklore in my family says that he was happy about everything in Canada
except for the lack of milled oats for good porridge.  And indeed Robert Sellar, a
contemporary historian, wrote about Huntingdon County:

The main article of diet, however, was cornmeal, in the form of jonny-cake or porridge
… The impossibility of getting oatmeal was a sore cause of complaint among the
Scotch, with whom potatoes made up poorly for “the halesome parritch”, and jonny-
cake for the [oat] farls of their youth.  (p. 397)

Then, much to Alexander’s surprise, in 1847 the second of his uncles died, and he became
the 12th Laird of Candacraig.  He returned to Scotland and attended a welcoming dinner
and ball on 10th September.  But within a few years Alexander concluded that he preferred
life in Canada to his situation in Scotland, and made his return.  From that time, he was
known as “Laird” Anderson, or simply “The Laird”.  With his new-found position, he
decided to correct the lack of properly milled oats.  In 1852, he bought a gristmill in the
village of Athelstan and replaced it with a larger one suitable for processing oats.
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Alexander Anderson, 12th Laird of
Candacraig

However, he was reportedly unhappy with the millers he was able to find, saying that they
only knew how to grind corn, and he determined to recruit a proper Scottish miller.
The man he chose was my great-grandfather, John McKenzie, miller of Tomintoul in
Banffshire (now Moray), where he had begun working in October 1845.  Tomintoul is
about 15 miles from Candacraig, so is easily within the area The Laird could search.  I do
not know whether John was recruited during the time The Laird lived at Candacraig, or on
a later trip, or by an agent of The Laird.  However, I do know that on 22nd July 1856, John,
his extremely pregnant wife Anne (née MacQueen) and their four children boarded the
barque Emigrant in Montrose, Angus, bound for Quebec, Canada.  On 25th July, after three
days at sea, their fifth child was born – a son they named James after the Emigrant’s
commander, James Forbes.  The Emigrant docked in Quebec on 23rd August, and the
McKenzie family went on to Athelstan and the mill.
In 1858, Laird Anderson was elected Mayor of Huntingdon, and in 1862 he was elected
Warden, an honorary position he held for two years.  He was also an influential member of
the Agricultural Society, eventually becoming Vice-President and then President.  In 1867,
he sold Candacraig for £30,000 to Sir Charles Forbes, Baronet.  The Laird died on 9th

February 1869 and is buried in Elgin, Quebec.  In his obituary, he was described as
a true type of a class now almost unknown, we
presume, even in the old country – we mean the
Scotch Laird of the old school.  Hearty in his likes
and dislikes, plainspoken, simple in his tastes, social
and unaffected in his intercourse with all and
unbounded in his hospitality, he never failed to excite
friendly feeling in whatever company he might be.
His appearance, too, we may also remark – his rotund
form and good-natured countenance – did not detract,
but heightened the impression.  No tale of distress
was ever made to him in vain; and no one, we think,
ever knew how much he really gave away in charity.
In generosity he has not left his equal behind.

I do not know many details of John McKenzie’s
relationship with The Laird.  I suspect that he was under
some sort of indenture for his transport to Canada.  I
assume that he ground oats to The Laird’s satisfaction.
In August 1860, John McKenzie and Alexander
Anderson together purchased a gristmill in Burke, New
York, and in February 1862 John bought The Laird’s share.  Burke is about 15 miles from
Athelstan by road.  I presume that the joint purchase was intended as a loan.  John and
Anne’s ninth child was born on 20th January 1865 in Burke.  Presumably in honour of all
The Laird had done for them, they named the boy Alexander Anderson McKenzie.  Three
years later, their last child was born, Charles Richard McKenzie – my paternal
grandfather.  He had one child, a son, whom he named Alexander Anderson McKenzie II
in honour of his brother.  He in turn named me, his eldest, Alexander Anderson McKenzie
III – and, being a person of little imagination, I named my only son Alexander Anderson
McKenzie IV.
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In 1997, my son and I visited the location of John’s gristmill on the Little Trout River in
Burke.  The mill site is in ruins, but a very short way downstream we found an old
millstone.  It comprised 15 stone pieces, bound together by an iron band.  The centre of the
stone is open with a piece of heavy iron embedded in the stones on opposite sides of the
hole – certainly this was part of the driving mechanism for
the stone.  With permission of the property owners, we
disassembled and removed the stone, which served as a
central point of a walkway at my home for nine years, and
is now in the possession of my son at his home.  Having
this old stone helps us feel a bit more connected to John
McKenzie and also to Laird Anderson, whose name we
bear and whose love of oatmeal porridge did so much to
help our ancestors reach North America.
Sources
All of the Anderson family genealogical information, as well as the obituary quotations for

Alexander Anderson, has been taken from a website maintained by Don Thomson at
http://www.madcitydon.com, accessed 18th June 2019.

Other quotations are from Robert Sellar, The History of the County of Huntingdon and of the
Seigniories of Chateaugay and Beauharnois from their First Settlement to the Year 1838
(London, Forgotten Books, reprinted 2015).

ANESFHS records, Aberdeen, accessed 2010.

Part 2 will appear in the next Journal issue
amckenzie3@yahoo.com Alexander Anderson McKenzie III No. 11310

—oOo—

An OMG Moment
As is usually the case when researching a family tree, most of my ancestors were of
humble origins: fisher folk, Ag. Lab.s, farm servants, female servants and so on.  No
nobility, millionaires or anyone of any note.  But wait!!  What have I found?  A scandal of
international note? Let’s start at the beginning.
My paternal great-uncle, James Hendry Gatt (changed to James Henry Galt), emigrated to
Canada from Scotland in April 1913.  A month later, his future wife, Naomi Marion Paul,
followed him, and in June they married in Wentworth, Ontario. In the October, their
daughter, Florence St Clair Galt, born in Glasgow in 1912, was taken to Canada to join
them.  In February 1914, they had a son, Eric St Vincent Galt.  James joined the Canadian
Expeditionary Force in 1915 but sadly died of influenza in 1919 in Godalming, Surrey,
England (see article “Fun and Frustration” in Journal 131, May 2014).
While researching this branch of the family, I was having difficulty finding Eric’s birth
record due to Canada’s 100-year privacy rules.  I knew his name from his father’s war
service record, Canadian census records and passenger lists.  I just couldn’t confirm his
date of birth. Because he had such an unusual middle name, out of curiosity I typed his
name into a search engine.  That was when the excitement began.  I’m sure my husband
thought I was having a fit or a heart attack because of the shouts he could hear coming
from the direction of the computer: “Oh my God, Oh my God!”
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What had appeared on my screen were loads of newspaper reports, photographs, articles
and conspiracy theories – all linked to the murder of Martin Luther King in 1968 and
naming my first cousin once removed, Eric St Vincent Galt!!
Reading through the articles and newspaper reports, it transpired that James Earl Ray (the
reported killer) had used the name “Eric Starvo Galt” to book into a hotel room.  Now, this
is where it gets interesting.  Seemingly, when my cousin Eric used to sign his name, the
“St Vincent” portion looked like “Starvo”.  It has been assumed that James Earl Ray had
somehow seen this written somewhere, or someone had provided him with the alias.
There was also a slight resemblance between him and my cousin Eric, both being about
the same height, build and colouring.  Unfortunately, the only pictures I have are copyright
protected, so I can’t share them here.  Eric did have something to do with the government
at that time – and this is where the conspiracy theories come from (there are too many to
list).  James Earl Ray had also used the aliases of three other Canadian men.  Nobody
seems to have come up with a reason why these four Canadian identities were chosen.
The men all lived near each other but said that they were not acquainted with each other.
As a result of the use of this alias, a warrant for the arrest of Eric was issued.  Thankfully
for all concerned, fingerprints found in the hotel room confirmed that Eric was not the
wanted man, and the warrant was never executed.
I have no idea if Eric knew of the warrant at the time or just found out later – but he did do
an interview with a newspaper about the case. I have been in contact with some of his
descendants, who have said they did know about the case but it hadn’t really impacted on
their lives.  I got the impression that it wasn’t a big deal.  Maybe time has diluted the story,
but I find it fascinating that one of my relatives was connected in this way to such a huge
international story – especially as James Earl Ray was finally apprehended at Heathrow
Airport, London while trying to flee to Belgium on a false Canadian passport.
Eric seems to have carried on with his life with no further disruptions, and died in Canada
in 1991 at the age of 77.  He was survived by his second wife, Jessie Josephine Kehoe, and
his son from his first marriage, Garry Eric Galt.
It all goes to show that identity theft is not a modern phenomenon.
pat.black@anesfhs.org.uk Pat Black No. 18074
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Youngs of Kincardineshire Project
I am the Clan Young Society Historian and Genealogist, and am trying to contact as many
family historians as possible who have Kincardineshire Youngs in their tree.  With free
access to Old Parish Records through the LDS Church, I’m compiling spreadsheets of all
Young families by parish.  This is more difficult with OPRs that do not record the mother
at the birth/baptism of a child. If the father was a Young, I can identify families with some
level of accuracy by using the farm name, father’s occupation or witnesses’ names.
Various genealogy websites, such as FindMyPast or Ancestry, give some details from
OPRs but do not let you see images of the original handwriting.  These standardised
transcriptions/indexes omit almost half of the information parish records may contain –
e.g. cautioners/witnesses of a marriage, and occupations/farms of witnesses or of the
spouses or their fathers.  Sometimes the marriage or banns are recorded in the husband’s
and the wife’s home parishes. Any of these facts could provide valuable information.
The surname Young is a nickname, so not all Youngs will have the same origins. Alfred
Young is conducting a study using Y-DNA results from www.familytreedna.com, a Texan
company. Currently, it has found that 85% of all Youngs in the world come from just five
DNA lines. Y-DNA is inherited from male ancestors by males only.  To increase the
chances of matching, a serious researcher will test their DNA with a number of companies.
You can post your DNA information to www.gedmatch.com for free to find matches with
people who have tested with different companies; but relatively few have done so yet.
Ancestry currently has the biggest database of customers tested, but they do not have a
specific Y-DNA test, so I have done both. I was wrong in hoping that in a small county
like Kincardineshire, where it is the 29th most common surname, most Youngs might be
genetically related. I tested a friend, Duncan Young, whose family owned the farm
Cobleboards, on the coast between Newtonhill and Portlethen. His Y-DNA haplogroup is
R-M269, and mine is I-M223. When I helped him and his son with their family history, it
appears, so far, that his family moved to Kincardineshire when Murdoch Young retired
from the military after being stationed at Edinburgh Castle in the 1800s.
The official website www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk shows about 249 births of children with
a parent surnamed Young (not including Youngie or Youngson), and about 113 marriages
of Youngs, in the Kincardineshire OPRs between 1600 and 1750.  Some parishes, like
Banchory-Devenick or Durris, have almost no Youngs at all before 1750. Arbuthnott,
Benholm, Laurencekirk, Dunnottar, Kinneff and Catterline have almost all the Youngs,
with a scattered few in the adjoining parishes. Arbuthnott, in fact, has 41·8% of the births
and 40·7% of the marriages in this time period. Is there a reason why Youngs are so
prevalent in Arbuthnott (and next-door Kinneff and Catterline) parish? Any suggestions?
Hmmm … Also, the parish of Arbuthnott is the centre for Clan Arbuthnott, and they only
had 89 births and 59 marriages in the parish over the same time period. Are we related?
If you have Youngs in your tree, please contact me on Facebook (Douglas A. L. Young) or
e-mail.  On familysearch.org, my full tree is free and communal, i.e. anyone can change it.
On findmypast.com and ancestry.co.uk, I have partial trees which are public, so anyone
can access and use the information, but not change it. You could, however, contact me
and suggest changes.  Also, anyone with ancestors in Kincardineshire may like to join the
“Kincardineshire Genealogy” Facebook site run by a friend of mine, Ron Dempsey.
clanyoung@hotmail.com Douglas Young No. 21534
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A First World War Friendship Remembered
My grandfather’s brother William was born in Aberdeen in 1892,
the third son (in a family of nine boys and three girls) of John
Taylor and Jessie (née Crighton), who lived in Springbank Street.
In 1911, William decided to seek his fortune and emigrated to
Western Australia, where the goldfields were attracting many
immigrants from around the world. William Taylor’s parents

In December 1915, William, aged 23, signed up with the 11th Battalion Australian Imperial
Force as one of thousands in Australia who answered the call to fight. However, he had
also met the love of his life, “Janie with the sparkling blue eyes” – and, on 26th January
1916 (Australia Day), he married Jane Palmer Payne in Northam, Western Australia.
Their story, while not unique, is one filled with poignancy. William went to war in April
1916 and never saw his wife again – he was killed in action in September 1917. His body
was never recovered, and he has no known grave. He is “Remembered with Honour” at
the Menin Gate. Jane never remarried, and died aged 86 in 1980 in Bendigo, Victoria.
On the centenary of William’s death, I placed an In Memoriam notice in the
Press & Journal and in the West Australian newspaper. I was surprised and
delighted to receive a phone-call from the P&J in December 2017, asking to
discuss it. This call introduced me to a UK-resident Australian, William
Duperouzel, who had written a comprehensive book (Somewhere in France)
in remembrance of his Uncle Jim – James Ross Duperouzel – who had
become good friends with my great-uncle during the war. William Taylor

The two of them had joined up within a few weeks of each other in Western Australia, and
they sailed to Europe and to war together on HMAT Ulysses on 1st April 1916. Sadly, the
19-year-old Jim was killed at Mouquet Farm on 16th August that year. My great-uncle
William, who was wounded in the same action, wrote a short and moving verse in memory
of his friend, which was published in Jim’s obituary in the West Australian newspaper
(and reproduced in William Duperouzel’s book). William Taylor recovered from his
injuries and rejoined his unit, only to be killed, aged 25, on 28th September 1917 at
Polygon Wood in the Second Battle of Ypres.
For Jim’s family, in the only letter that remained from him, he mentioned William as a
friend he had made. For years, the Duperouzel family wondered who this William Taylor
was who had made this friendship and written the verse in memory of Jim.
William Duperouzel, who had written the account of his uncle’s wartime experience, was
equally surprised to be told, via friends in Australia, about my In Memoriam for William.
We have now met up twice and had several phone conversations, and it is both humbling
and wonderful to hear about and share details of what happened to the two young men a
century ago and to know that my uncle had a good friend before he died. William Taylor
was sorely missed, not only by Janie but also by his family back in Aberdeen.
Six Taylor brothers went to war, but only four came home: Alick was killed in action in
1918.  That year, their mother Jessie died of a heart attack, aged just 53. After the war,
three brothers stayed in Scotland (Andrew and Dick in Aberdeen; John in Dundee). Two
sisters and the other four brothers emigrated to Australia, where their descendants remain.
taylor_r@btinternet.com Richard Taylor No. 22352
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Researching Cullen, 1746
I mainly do military research, and at present I’m looking at the Jacobite army and
Cumberland’s army as they passed through Cullen on their way to Fochabers in 1746.
This of course leads to many interesting “side shoots”, some of which are genealogical.
William Cramond’s Reminiscences of the old town of Cullen, 1812–18 (p. 31) describes
the houses on Burnside in Cullen, adding: “another, at the back of that, and with its gable
to the walk, was occupied by Jn. Brown, weaver, father of Lieut. Brown, 42nd Regiment
…”. I couldn’t find any Lt Brown in the army lists, but it did lead me to finding an Ens.
William Brown of the 42nd in 1758 who eventually became the Lieutenant Governor of
Guernsey, helping another military researcher and his ancestors in Australia. Usually one
would have to have money or influence to purchase a commission in a regiment, which
leads to the question: did John Brown of Cullen have a weaving company? Cullen of
course had a flax industry.
Cramond’s The Annals of Cullen, 961–1904 (pp. 79–80) describes the ransacking of
Cullen House by the Jacobites in early April 1746. There are many documents in archives
relating to this, but of added interest is the account of when

twenty-one white fishers in the three fishing boats at Findochty appeared before the
Court of Regality to pledge themselves not to engage in bad practices with the rebels
or disaffected persons, and to ferry no person whatever to sea other than the crew
belonging to the boat … compeared before the Court the 35 fishermen in the five
fishing boats at Cullen and 42 fishermen in the six boats at Portknockie … of the
Cullen fisherman 10 are named Runcy, 12 Hay, 2 Edieson, 4 Ross, 2 Bruce, 2
Findlay, 1 Forbes, 1 Grant. Of the Portknockie fishermen 11 are named Wood, 8
Mair, 6 Slaiter, 4 Wilson, 4 Pirie, 2 Anderson, 2 McKentosh, 2 Bruce, 1 Smith, 2
Sutherland, 1 Falconer.

Apparently the Court of Regality was a court overseen by the landowner. A trip to the
NRS in Edinburgh revealed that there are several volumes for Banff under the reference
GD248, Seafield Muniments, but none for 1746. The Annals of Cullen was published in
1904, when these records must have been available. Where are they now? It is a pity they
appear to be lost, as this may have given the Christian names of the fishermen.
Documents in the archives in Edinburgh state that Elspet Shepherd, a 26-year-old from the
hills of Glasterim, and a servant to the Earl of Findlater, gave witness to the fact that she
was in Cullen House when it was ransacked by Highlanders. She was the wife of John
Weir of Glasterim, which is apparently near Mill of Tynet. I couldn’t trace either her or
her husband, and found it strange that she would use her maiden name as a witness.
At a meeting of our Society’s Moray/Banff Group, Isobel Thomson (no. 20348) made me
aware of a newspaper cutting relating to an ancestor of hers. William Duncan of Old
Moss died in 1843, and his obituary related how at the age of 102 he could still recall the
Duke of Cumberland’s army approaching Fyvie. His father told him to run home and hide
the poultry. Unfortunately, the newspaper did not give details of William’s description of
the army’s arrival.
To find more stories, even anecdotal, would be tremendous. I would be grateful if anyone
can throw light on any of the above topics.
edbrumby@live.com Ed Brumby No. 7506
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George Fowlie Merson

A Lad o’ Pairts fae Tyrie: George Fowlie Merson
John Merson, farmer of Coulterfanny (120 acres) at Tyrie, six miles from Fraserburgh,
married Margaret Fowlie from nearby New Aberdour in 1863; and they proceeded to have
a large family.  They could scarcely have dreamed that their second son, George (b. 1866),
embracing the burgeoning technology of the time, would become recognised in the
medical world, be familiar with Edinburgh surgeons, and have his achievements honoured
by the highest awards.
After the local school, George would have gone on to Fraserburgh (probably by bike), then
been apprenticed to a Fraserburgh druggist. Admission to an ancient profession was never
easy.  George would need Latin to read doctors’ prescriptions; Chemistry, still developing;
and Botany, as most medications originate from plants. Today, drugs are synthesised in a
factory and their potency assayed; in the 1880s, a concoction of leaves or flowers would
contain the drug, but its strength would be unknown. Digitalis (foxglove) saves lives in
heart failure but is also a deadly poison, so accidents could only too easily happen.
On Sunday walks, George was likely to be collecting plants for the shop. On the academic
side, he moved to Edinburgh, attending the Royal Public Dispensary, a free service for
those disadvantaged by poverty, chronic illness, poor housing and inadequate food.
Pharmacy was taught there from 1776 to 1935 before moving to Heriot-Watt College.
In January 1890, George was an “Assistant Chemist” in Newcastle-upon-Tyne when he
married schoolmistress Jemina Christina Gray (known as Minnie, and often mis-indexed
as “Jemima”) from Back Street, Fraserburgh. Qualified about 1891, George would face a
crucial decision about his future: become a family chemist with a shop, where he’d sell an
array of things other than drugs (some cynics would say “just a glorified shopkeeper”); or
move into the academic side in a college, factory or laboratory?
In the 1891 census, the family was in the Byker area of
Newcastle.  George, a “Registered Chemist & Druggist”,
became president of the local chemists’ assistants
association. By 1901, they’d moved to nearby Heaton,
George now described as a “Manufacturing & Analytic
Chemist” and employer.
George must have been highly regarded, becoming
examiner for the Pharmaceutical Society in 1906.  That
year, the family returned to live in Scotland and became
tenants of 22 Duke Street in central Leith.  George
worked for J. F. Macfarlan (now Macfarlan Smith), who
made suture material among other things. Joseph Lister
(1827–1912), a giant in the medical world, contributor of
asepsis to surgical technique, used Macfarlan sutures.
The couple had three known children, all born in Newcastle.  George jnr died in infancy.
Margaret Fowlie Merson (1893–1965) married Thomas Cockburn Campbell in 1926, but
her parents’ gravestone in Edinburgh records no trace of her marriage.  Robert Burnett
Merson (b. 1897), a machine-gunner with the Gordons, was commissioned 2nd and then
full Lieutenant during the Great War, and survived it only to die at 25. A prize in Art is
still awarded in his memory at George Watson’s College, Edinburgh.
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Historic surgical material

In Germany, the huge market for sausage led to much expertise in casings of animal
intestine, also source of surgical catgut.  This was no longer available in Britain after the
1914–18 war began, so Mr and Mrs Merson, in a flat in Meuse Lane (behind Jenners on
Princes Street in Edinburgh), acquired sheep gut from the slaughterhouse and worked on
developing it for the operating theatre – strong, pliable and sterile. The tiny room had a
pulley for drying clothing, and this was used to suspend their materials. To tolerate the
mess and smell must have tested determination to its limits. Eventually the catgut was
presented in a glass ampoule containing iodine to ensure sterility. Though far from
traditional pharmacy, Merson had found his niche and would go ahead with his company
making surgical sutures and needles. In 1917, he published his first catalogue.
In 1920, accommodation being limited, a move was made to St John’s Hill, near the Old
Town, a building – like many in old Edinburgh – looking quite decrepit. Merson insisted
that each product name begin with “Mer-”; thus we had Mersilk, Mersuture and so on, a
feature at one time recognised by all in the medical field.
Realising that surgeons were independent and often
had strong views, Merson made a point of getting to
know them, discussing changes they’d like, or faults
they found. This was a proactive move, instantly
marking him out as a businessman as well as scientist.
Perhaps the most prestigious award in Scotland is
Fellowship of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,
awarded to scientists worldwide; medical workers
rarely feature.  That Merson gained the honour proved
him in a most select group. He was also Fellow of the
Pharmaceutical Society and Chemistry Society.
Surgical needles can be straight or curved. For soft tissue, a pointed needle in circular
cross-section is fine; for tough material like skin, a cutting needle is preferable, with a
triangular cross-section giving it three cutting edges. The swaged needle, invented by
Merson, has no eye; the suture (gut, nylon etc.) protrudes from a hole at the end, allowing
it to slide smoothly through tissue.
Johnson & Johnson, the American multinational, took over Merson’s firm in 1947. Its
new name, Ethicon, not only descriptive but also with a whiff of moral superiority, would
enhance its status in the marketplace. Every year until he was quite frail, Merson hosted a
dinner for the Ethicon executives, indicating his ongoing goodwill. In 2003, the company
was moved to Puerto Rico: low-wage economies are irresistible to organisations where
investors expect regular dividends.

Mersilk suture swaged to curved cutting needle
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Fowlie gravestone, Dean
Cemetery, Edinburgh

Back in Aberdeenshire, seven of the family remained at Coulterfanny. In 1904, John, the
father, now 68, bought Holmwood, a large house in Strichen. Who funded this isn’t clear,
but George seems likely. His mother died there in 1927, and his father in 1932. A sister,
Maggie Ann, was a reclusive figure, seldom seen in the village; she died in 1952.
George, still in Edinburgh and now with a prestigious house in Cumin Place, died in 1958
and was buried in Dean Cemetery, where he is commemorated with his family. Integrity
and commitment are vitally important for a successful
career; all credit to those faceless figures in Tyrie who
nurtured George’s formative years.
As as aside, a cautionary tale: never accept “facts” from the
Internet without researching their accuracy for yourself! As
of July 2019, the Wikipedia article on George Merson still
included the statement: “Around 1895 he married Minnie
Gray Burnett (1867–1959)”, with reference “Grave of G F
Merson, Dean Cemetery”.  If the anonymous author(s) had
conducted proper basic research, they would not have
misinterpreted the gravestone’s wording.  They would have
found George’s marriage in 1890 to Jemina Christina Gray
(mis-indexed as “Jemima” for almost all her life events) and
would not have invented a fictitious Ms Burnett.

I thank the Journal editor for discussions on these points.
Perhaps I’ll apply to correct the Wikipedia article myself.
duncanpc2@tiscali.co.uk Duncan Cummine No. 22190

—oOo—
The Candlestick Ladies
Where to start with my family research?  Many years ago, I was
given a pair of brass candlesticks – I think by my maternal
grandmother, Ethel Mathieson. Tucked inside the top of one of
them was a faded piece of paper listing all the previous owners.
I had glanced briefly at the list of names, surprised to see that
the first lady mentioned was born in the second half of the 18th

century.  Then I simply stored away these family heirlooms and
thought little more about them. Last year, I did an online course on family history, and I
started to become curious and interested to find out more about the ladies in question.
1. Jane (or Jean) Harvey/Hervie (or Stephen), d. 1874 aged “96”
Jane and her husband Francis Stephen were my 4g-grandparents.  At their marriage in
1806 in Old Machar parish, Aberdeen, her name was spelled “Jean Hervie” – so I had to
use the index creatively to trace this record!
In the 1855 Valuation Roll, Francis Stephen (1771–1857) was paying 7s 11d rent for a
croft at Netherwoodhill, Tarves parish.  He is buried at Tarves and is the only name on
stone 436 (ANESFHS MI booklet).  I have yet to identify the resting place of Jane/Jean.
In the 1861 census, Jane is a widow aged 81, head of the household, farmer of 35 acres at
Woodhill, Tarves, and born in Inverurie, Aberdeenshire.  Also present are her daughter
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Catherine Stephen (52) and granddaughter Catherine Hill (21), both unmarried domestic
servants; and there are two employees, a ploughman and an “Ag. Lab.” boy.  The 1871
census shows the same three ladies and the same ploughman (now farm servant).  Jane is
now 91, still the head of household, and now farming 41 acres!
On Jane’s death certificate, the cause of death is “?”, her age is “96”, and the informant is
her son-in-law, Robert Hill.  He had married the second lady on the candlestick list:
2. Margaret Stephen or Hill (Jean’s daughter), d. 1897 aged 88
Margaret was born in 1808 in Old Machar and is shown correctly as 88 years old at her
death in April 1897.  I haven’t found her marriage to Robert Hill, or births/baptisms of
their children; but the family lived in Tarves parish, at Craigieford in 1841 and at nearby
Woodhill in 1851: Isobel (b. 1836/7), Ann (1837/8), Stephen (1841/2), Jane/Jean (1843/4),
Alexander (1846/7) and William (1848/9).  Another child was Catherine Hill (1839/40–
1921), who appears in her grandmother’s household from the age of 1 year in the censuses
of 1841 to 1881.  One wonders if mother and daughter just never got on.
Margaret’s sister was the above-mentioned Catherine Stephen, born 1806 in Old Machar.
Like their mother, she continued to farm Netherwoodhill into her old age: 74 in the 1881
census, and 84 in 1891.  She died there in 1892, having left money to her sister, nephews
and nieces and other relatives. She left all her belongings to her niece Catherine Hill, who,
as written in the will, had always resided with her. She also expresses the wish that
William Hill (presumably Margaret’s son) will continue to work the farm. Catherine Hill
was still at Woodhill in 1901, living on independent means.
Margaret and family were at East Woodhill in 1861 with one more child, Helen, aged 6.
So, Margaret had her last child at the age of 45 or 46!  The family is shown in 1871 at
Craigieford again, though without Margaret – perhaps enumerator error?  At Craigieford
in 1881, she and Robert are annuitants living with their son Stephen and his wife Jane.
In 1891, the widowed Margaret is back at Nether Woodhill, now under her maiden name
of Stephen and living with her sister Catherine and (at last!) her daughter Catherine Hill,
together with her granddaughter Helen Johnston (my great-gran), aged 15. So, again there
are three generations under one roof at Woodhill, Tarves.
Margaret dies in 1897, of “Changes of Advanced Life”; son Stephen is the informant.  She
is buried at Tarves with her husband (d. 1888). This brings me to the third lady on the list:
3. Jane Hill or Johnston (Margaret’s daughter), d. 1877 aged 33
Unlike her predecessors, poor Jane died young, leaving a husband and several young
children, among them my great-grandmother Helen, whom I knew and visited regularly as
a child.  Helen was less than two years old when Jane died of exhaustion, suffering from a
pelvic infection/abscess in the days before antibiotics.
Jane had married Alexander Johnston in June 1865 at Craigieford after banns according to
the forms of the Congregationalists – which may explain the Hill family’s absence from
Church of Scotland OPRs.  Strangely, Jane named her mother as “Isabel” instead of
Margaret Hill! Helen was their fifth child, born in September 1875. Perhaps five children
in 10 years took its toll, but yet again this was normal for the times.
Alexander remarried after Jane’s death, and Helen was looked after by her aunt Catherine
Hill and her great-aunt Catherine Stephen – both unmarried, as stated above.
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4. Helen Ann Johnston or Massie (Jane’s daughter), d. 1974 aged 99
In 1881, Helen (aged 5) and her brother Alexander (aged 12) are at Woodhill with the two
Catherines. In 1891, Helen is still there and now a domestic servant aged 15, joined by her
widowed grandmother as described above.  On 28th June 1899 at the Royal Hotel in Bath
Street, Aberdeen, Helen marries Alexander Duncan Massie, a commercial traveller.  Her
usual place of residence is given as that of her father at Kingsford, Kingswells.
My grandmother Ethel Massie was born on 1st April 1900; then George in 1902, Eliza
(Lisa) in 1904 and Alexander jnr in 1907. In 1908, aged only 36, Alexander snr died of
pneumonia.  The family lived at Gowanlea in the village of Tarves, and the inventory of
Alexander’s estate amounted to £295, including household furnishings, bank deposits and
a life insurance policy.  He was a commercial traveller and farmer at Kingoodie.
Helen is still there in the 1911 census with her aunt Catherine Hill, and has also taken in a
boarder. Perhaps Catherine has decided to help out her niece. The children, however, are
all with their maternal grandmother Eliza Duncan at Kingoodie, along with an unmarried
aunt Christina. In 1915, Helen is still at Gowanlea – the Valuation Rolls tell us that she is
in a house with a garden, paying rent of £10 and 10 shillings to a certain Adam Duthie &
Co., who appear to have owned quite a bit of property in Tarves.  Aunt Catherine dies at
Gowanlea in 1921, aged 81; and in 1925 Helen is living in a house owned by the Earl of
Haddo and paying a similar amount of rent.
By now, my grandmother (Ethel) is teaching in Tarves, and in 1925 she marries my
grandfather Andrew Mathieson, who is 20 years her senior.  Helen died in 1974, and my
grandmother died in 1995, and somehow I received the candlesticks in question.
The candlesticks now sit on my bookcase in Ferrara, Italy.  They have travelled a long
way. We have so much “stuff” these days – but these simple bronze candlesticks tell an
interesting and humbling story and remind us of days when people had so little. When I
look at them, I think back to all the ladies who must have polished them carefully, looking
after perhaps the only source of light on dark winter nights.
I would like to hear from any readers who may know something of the people described.
martinezmilne@hotmail.it Alison Milne No. 21388
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SAFHS
31st Annual

Conference and Family-History Fair

Saturday 18th April 2020
Hosted jointly by ASGRA, Borders FHS, Lothians FHS and the

Scottish Genealogy Society

“It’s a Sair Fecht!”
The Brunton, Ladywell Way, Musselburgh  EH21 6AA

(9am–4:30pm)
Conference: £35 per delegate (must be pre-booked and paid).  Includes four talks (see
below), morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea, and free entry to the Family-History Fair.
Booking forms: available on the SAFHS website: www.safhs.org.uk
Booking enquiries to: Mrs Janet Bishop, genealogyscotland@gmail.com (SAFHS 2020
Co-ordinator).
Family-History Fair: £2 entry at door.  Around 50 stands.  All your favourite local and
family-history societies and charities; Ask the Experts.

10am: “The Radical Rising of 1820!”
(by Lorna Kinnaird, John McGee, Val Wilson and Alex Wood – all ASGRA)

The last armed rising in the UK happened during one week in April 1820.  Those involved
were intent on severing the Union and establishing a radical Scottish republic.  It ended in
executions, imprisonments, transportations and 85 trials for high treason.  This talk looks
at the key characters, the facts, and the controversy of the radicals’ demands, using
documents from sources in the National Records of Scotland and the contemporary press.

11am: “The Men and (eventually) the Women of the Police
of the Scottish Borders, c. 1840–1945” (by Dr David Smale) – résumé to follow

2pm: “Mining in Lanarkshire and Midlothian” (by James Waugh)
This talk covers various aspects of coal-mining pre- and post-nationalisation, including
ownership, conditions, typical mining life, disasters and welfare facilities. James Waugh,
born into a mining family, served an engineering apprenticeship and became a teacher and
Depute Head.  His research includes church histories, slave compensation in Scotland,
local mining, and the building of the Transcontinental Railway across the USA.

3pm: “Asylum Records for Genealogy”
(by Louise Williams, Archivist, Lothian Health Services)

Asylum records can tell us under what circumstances a relative entered the asylum, their
treatment while in the asylum, and what happened to them: did they die in the asylum, or
was their treatment successful?





Journal Submissions
Submissions to the Journal are always welcome.  Please send text and images separately (not embedding
images in a document), e-mailed to journal@anesfhs.org.uk or queries@anesfhs.org.uk
Prospective articles and other items should have genealogical and North-East Scotland content.  Articles,
extracts or images may also be published on the Society’s website or may be re-used in subsequent
ANESFHS Journal editions.  All submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail.
The next Journal will be published in November 2019. Last date for submissions is 6th October 2019.

Format – Please type your article on a computer and send it as an e-mail attachment.  Sorry, we no longer
accept handwritten submissions.  Source/reference lists are fine, but we prefer no footnotes/endnotes.
Illustrations – For best reprographic results in the Journal, please send images at the highest possible
resolution.  We have limited space, and the A5 size format means that the quality may be somewhat less
than you expect.  If you wish to send any originals, then please contact the Editor (not the Centre at King
Street).  If you require originals to be returned, then please state this clearly and include return postage.
Permissions and credits – We can only publish copyright material if due permission has been obtained
and is included.  For copyright material, and for all photographs and other images, please always state the
source (publication, website, photographer and so on).
Length – Keep it reasonably short, please.  We have limited space, so long articles may be edited.  If you
have a really long tale to tell, then why not write it as two (or more) parts?
Computer details – Please use a format that can be read by a PC running Microsoft Word.  Any font or
size of text is acceptable.  If in doubt, send plain text.  If sending illustrations, any standard format is
acceptable – as long as these are in files separate from the text.
Advertisements – Electronic copy is preferred.  Note that the original size of the Journal is A4 before
photo-reduction to A5, and so a quarter-page advert should be prepared as 175mm (w) x 60mm (h).
The rates for advertisements, per Journal issue, are:
 £30.00 (black and white) or £45.00 (colour) per quarter-page (doubled for a half-page)
 £45.00 b/w or £60.00 colour for one third of a page (175 x 90mm)
 £90.00 b/w or £120.00 colour for a full page (175 x 270mm).

Writing to the Society
Please send all correspondence to The Family-History Research Centre (address on back cover).  To help
us be more efficient, please detail your requirements on separate sheets (with your name and membership
number) according to which service you wish to call upon or which office-bearer you wish to write to – or
use the appropriate e-mail address (see opposite page) to minimise delays.

Change of address
If you have access to the Internet, then PLEASE use the special form on our website to notify address or
e-mail address changes.  This form is processed automatically on receipt, ensuring fast service.  If you
write to the Membership Department, please quote your membership number.

Publications Sales
We stock a wide range of titles with emphasis on Scottish genealogy.  Individuals who are prepared to place a
standing order for all Society publications qualify for a 33% discount.  An up-to-date catalogue, Family and
Local History Publications for Sale, can be downloaded from our website.

For all information on publications and how to order, see www.anesfhs.org.uk, “Publications” tab.

Disclaimer
The Society cannot vouch for the accuracy of offers of services or goods that are advertised in the Journal, or be
responsible for the outcome of any contract that a reader may make with an advertiser.  Views expressed in
contributions are the author’s and not necessarily the Society’s. The Editor reserves the right to amend any
copy.  The Society Library does not necessarily hold copies of books quoted or referenced in this Journal.



ANESFHS Family-History Centre closures, 2019–20
Closed on local Monday holidays: 22nd April, 6th May, 8th July and 23rd September 2019

Closing at 1pm on Saturday 21st December 2019; reopening at 10am on Monday 6th January 2020

See website for further details

ABERDEEN & N.E. SCOTLAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
158–164 King Street, Aberdeen  AB24 5BD

Scotland

Tel.  +44 (0)1224 646323

E-mail: enquiries@anesfhs.org.uk
Website: www.anesfhs.org.uk

Centre opening hours
Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm
Saturday 10am to 1pm

Closed on local and public holidays
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