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En Route to Fort Macleod 

Page 4  Terry Bourassa-Tahiliani illustrates how 

the Marsolet/Lemire family made its way from 

France to southern Alberta via Quebec and New 

Hampshire. 

Page 9  Linda Murray traces her Elliot, Ewart, Marrs 

and Whitesmith families as they leave Cumberland, 

England, for new homes far away in New York 

State, Quebec, Ontario and Australia.  

Page 16  Leslie Dennis describes the true resili-

ence of her MacMillan ancestors as they travelled 

from their troubled Scottish homeland to the vir-

gin forests of PEI. 

Page 20  Amber Godfrey shares the story of how 

her ancestors travelled from the United Kingdom 

to Canada at different times but for the same    

reason – to make a better life for their families.  
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Alberta Family Histories Society would like to thank Gordon Lane who edited the 

January 2019 issue and assisted with the production of this issue of Chinook.  

Unfortunately, there will be no July issue of Chinook and the future of our journal is 

in doubt as we continue to search for a permanent editor. If you would like infor-

mation about this volunteer position, please contact Marion Peterson via email: 

communications@afhs.ab.ca  
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  President’s Message 

Warren Peterson 
Former AFHS President 

Looking back on my term as President, I’m reminded that every year is a year of learning and 

development. With gentle nudging by people who believe in me, I challenged my own perceived 

limits and arrived, not only more self-confident but, more empathetic toward others. 

This year, I’ve deepened my understanding about people voluntarily working together toward 

common goals and interests. I re-learned that everyone has something to bring to the table and 

that respectful differences of opinion, experience and approach are essential to the health of an 

organization. I also have a greater appreciation of how my words and actions are perceived.  

What I’d say to members of the incoming leadership team is… go for it! You’ll gain a sense of 

satisfaction unlikely achieved by other means. We truly want you to succeed. 

My message to the overall membership of AFHS is that your support and activity make a real 

difference. One of the understated values of Society membership is membership itself. Be a 

part of it and be richer for it. 

If you are an AFHS member, you will receive our email newsletter, the Windsock to be notified 

about: 

• Upcoming topics and speakers for our monthly meetings 

• The latest Society news and activities 

• Updates regarding the activities of our special interest groups (SIGS) 

• Highlighted content from our website and social media 

• Latest editions of Chinook available for download (Chinook is only distributed via email) 

This e-newsletter is one of our main means of communication with our members. Please keep 

your email address current and check it out! 
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My 8X great-grandfather, Nicolas Marsolet, Sieur de St-Aignan (1587-1677), grew up in the 

French Court. It is through this connection that France's King Henri IV personally chose him at 

the age of 12 in 1599 to become the first interpreter to work for the newly formed Compagnie 

de Montréal. He left his home in Rouen, Normandy, France, and led by Samuel de Champlain, 

Nicolas sailed in 1608, 1613 or 1618 to the New World with exploration, development and colo-

nization as the collective goals of his king and country. During his teen years and early adult-

hood, Nicolas gained the skills and independence 

he would need to fulfill the monarch's wishes. 

Marsolet's new home of 27 years would become 

Tadoussac, a trading post at the mouth of the 

Saguenay River along the north shore of St. Law-

rence where he was employed as interpreter, 

clerk and trader. He travelled by voyageur canoe 

and was often gone for weeks or months at a 

time into the back country to do business. At 

Tadoussac, he lived among the Algonquian and 

Innu people, becoming knowledgeable in their 

way of life and learning their languages to help 

advance the fur trade. Marsolet was well accept-

ed by his new friends and fathered children with 

"his people" who came to call him "the little king 

of Tadoussac." 

Champlain did not like Marsolet as he answered 

directly to the King, so when Champlain died in 

1635 in Québec, Nicolas took the opportunity to 

move there. Before settling down, he returned to 

France to find himself a French bride, then they 

came to make their new home in Québec. Even 

so, Marsolet returned to Tadoussac over the years to come to the aid of his people whenever 

they needed him, and he was fiercely loyal in protecting them and their interests. He and his 

wife, Marie Le Barbier, had six children to survive into adulthood, however the one male had 

only one son who died, and so none were left to carry forward the Marsolet name. 

One of Nicolas and Marie's daughters was named Louise. She married Jean Lemire (1626-1684), 

En Route to Fort Macleod 
Terry Bourassa-Tahiliani 

Rouen, Normandy, France - City of origin of Nicolas   
Marsolet and Jean Lemire 

Left to right: Morgan Tahiliani, Terry Bourassa-Tahiliani, 
Austin Tahiliani 

Photographed July 23, 2007 by Anil Tahiliani 
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also of Rouen, in 1653, three years after 

his arrival in the colony. Lemire was 

named King's Carpenter under Louis XIV 

and he helped build the Cathedral of 

Québec. He also became mayor of Qué-

bec, serving two consecutive terms. Previ-

ously, two worked together to fulfill the 

role of mayor, but at the time of Jean’s 

first term, the position was changed to be 

held by a singular person. One line of 

their Lemire family adopted the name of 

Lemire-Marsolet, and so it is that the 

Marsolet name continues to this day. 

Jean-François, the 13th of 16 children 

born to Jean Lemire and Louise Marsolet, married Françoise Foucault at Trois-Rivières. This 

settlement was west along le Chemin du Roy (the King's Road), the original carriage route along 

the north shore of the St. Lawrence that joined Québec and Montréal. Jean-François and 

Françoise continued a bit further west of Trois-Rivières and were among the founding families 

of the village of Maskinongé. Here, the Lemire family would help to build a community and re-

mained there for the next three generations of Modeste Lemire and Josephte Desquilles dit 

Labrèche-Déziel, Amable Lemyre and Louise Bruneau, and their son, Amable Lemyre, and Julie 

Martin. 

Amable and Julie's ninth child, 

Onésime Lemyre, married Odile 

Piché of St-Valère de Bulstrode, a 

village southeast of Maskinongé 

and Trois-Rivières on the south 

shore of the St. Lawrence near 

Victoriaville. Odile’s great-

grandfather came to New France 

when it was first formed. Pope 

Pius IX was head of the Church 

when she was a girl, and she lived 

under five monarchs. She remem-

bered the stories of early Québec 

in the days when her father would 

travel for household supplies, 

Inside the Cathedral of Québec, Québec City, Québec 

Photo taken August 14, 2008 by Terry Bourassa-Tahiliani 

Sand sculpture of early Québec settlement, Québec City 

Photo taken August 2008 by Terry Bourassa-Tahiliani 
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deftly navigating the St. Lawrence to Trois-Rivières in a dugout canoe. Years later there was a 

“chaloupe” (launch-type boat), which he propelled with a more modern type of oar. 

Onésime and Odile owned and operated a water-powered saw mill on the Nicolet or Richelieu 

River. The farmers in the area cut trees from their property and brought them to the mill to be 

sawed into boards. No one had much money, so they were paid for their work by board feet of 

lumber. They then sold the lumber to contractors or lumber yards to make their living. The fam-

ily lived above the saw mill. The rooms were large but very cold in winter. Because of the availa-

bility of cull wood, it was used for heating the living quarters. They all took turns keeping the 

fires going during the night. In summer, the nights were as hot as the days, so they would take 

their blankets down to a corner of the mill to sleep where it was cooler. It became very danger-

ous to live in the mill in the spring when the river would flood. The building would sway with the 

force of the river, and the family would move in with relatives until the danger passed. When 

the water wheel washed away for the second time in three years, the family decided to sell the 

mill and move since there wasn’t a lot of work in the area. In 1894 they decided to move to the 

United States like many other Québécois families during this time, as there were better oppor-

tunities there. They settled into a tenement house in Manchester, New Hampshire. Most of the 

family obtained employment in the cotton or textile mills, or in bobbin shops. 

My great-grandfather, Désiré Lemire, married Eugénie Dumouchel in Manchester. They had five 

young children when, in 1909, the entire Lemire family decided to take a colonist train to settle 

in the Canadian west. There had been word in 

the northeastern United States that Canada 

was making improvements in transportation 

and that numerous towns were springing up 

along the railway line. They took stock of their 

meager and difficult living in Manchester and, 

in the end, decided the west was indeed calling 

them. They loaded up all their belongings, and 

three generations of Lemires took the train as 

far west as it would take them at the time to 

Fort Macleod, Alberta. 

My grandmother was seven years old when 

the family came west. She grew up with her 12 

siblings in a farm house in a district northwest 

of Fort Macleod known as Mud Lake, just east 

of Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump. Here, the 

land turned out to be poor for farming, but 

they did their best to start a new life. Jean-

Désiré & Eugénie Lemire family, Manchester, New 
Hampshire, Circa 1906 

Lucien, Hector, Désiré, Alfred, Eugénie, Jeannette Lemire 
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nette's grandparents, Onésime and Odile, settled just south of Fort Macleod in the Rathwell 

District. When she married, Jeannette and her husband, Léo Bourassa Sr., first settled in the 

Chapel Rock District west of Lundbreck, then returned to the Fort Macleod area to raise their 

own family of nine children. 

My parents, Harvey Bourassa and Kaye Chester, and my siblings and I were all raised in Fort 

Macleod and area, so this region truly has been home to our family. Six generations of our 

Lemire family are buried at the local cemeteries. None with the Lemire surname currently live 

in or near this breezy southern Alberta town, though there are other family members who 

remain residents. 

With now over 600 descendants of Onésime and Odile Lemire, our original ancestors to settle 

in Fort Macleod, the Lemire family has not only survived, but flourished. Four hundred years 

after our ancestors' arrival in North America, the Lemire family is most certainly very much 

alive, well and well-travelled. 

 

The Lemire homestead, Circa 1920, Mud Lake District, Alberta 
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The Marsolet / Lemire Family History Route: 

 Rouen, Normandy, France 

 Tadoussac, Québec, Canada 

 Québec City, Québec, Canada 

 Trois-Rivières, Québec, Canada 

 Maskinongé, Québec, Canada 

 St-Valère, Québec, Canada 

 Manchester, New Hampshire, USA 

 Fort Macleod, Alberta, Canada 

Terry Bourassa-Tahiliani is an 11th-generation Canadian of 
French, English, Irish and Scottish descent. She took a keen interest 
in genealogy at the age of 18 and has been working away at her 
family history off and on for the last 35 years. She can be reached 
at terrybt11@gmail.com  
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Family History Mystery – The Marrs Family 

About thirty years ago when family history research was carried out primarily through letter 

writing, visiting archives and scrolling through microfilm reels, I devised a plan to learn more 

about my maternal grandfather’s Marrs family of Bruce County, Ontario. I composed a letter 

outlining what I knew about William and Margaret Marrs who had arrived in Bruce County 

about 1856 and listed their nationality as English in the census records. I sent the letter to    

everyone with the surname Marrs in the Toronto area that I could find in the phonebook.  

I got a few responses but no new information 

until I received a letter in March 1989 from a 

Marguerite Marrs of Don Mills, Ontario. She 

had a suitcase full of material pertaining to 

her husband‘s family and she sent me photo-

copies of two pages from a Marrs family Bi-

ble. The title at the top read “The Register of 

Henry and Mary Marrs’ Children of Raughton-

head, Chapel Lane.” It listed the 10 children of 

Henry and Mary with their baptismal dates, 

death dates for some, and dates of emigra-

tion for six of their ten children. Their seventh 

child William was born in 1836 which seemed 

to match up to my ancestor. I had a couple of 

place names to start searching and soon dis-

covered that the family was from Cumber-

land, England. Chapel Lane is a street in the 

village of Raughton Head which is located 

eight miles south of Carlisle in Cumbria. 

The Bible entry for William indicated he had 

sailed for America on June 20, 1855. I eventu-

ally found the ship record of his arrival into 

Castle Garden, New York, on July 31, 1855 on 

the ship Andrew Foster. 

Leaving Cumberland 
Linda Murray 

Entry in Marrs Family Bible 

Original in possession of Marguerite Marrs 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlisle
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William, listed as age 22, and his wife Margaret, age 20, were travelling with a Joseph Marrs 

(William’s older brother) and Violet Elliott (who I later discovered was Margaret’s younger sister). 

A letter written by my great aunt states her grandparents came from the north of England, they 

left England on their honeymoon, and it took three weeks to cross the ocean. It would seem 

only the first part was true as they did come from Cumberland, but I can find no record of their 

marriage anywhere. And if the date in the bible is correct, then the crossing took almost six 

weeks. Margaret was four or five months pregnant with their first child at the time, so I imagine 

the ocean crossing was not a pleasant experience. 

More Information Proved My Assumptions Wrong! 

For several years I believed my 2X great-grandparents William Marrs and Margaret Elliot were 

the first direct Marrs ancestors to travel from England to Canada. I had been able to confirm 

William’s parents Henry Marrs and Mary Whitesmith died in Cumberland and were buried 

there. And although it took much longer to determine Margaret Elliot’s parents were George 

Elliot and Mary Ewart of Bewcastle, Cumberland, it appeared they both died in England as well. 

Castle Garden in the Battery (originally known as Castle Clinton) served as the New York State immigration station 

from 1855 to 1890 and approximately eight million immigrants, mostly from Northern and Western Europe, passed 

through its doors. These early immigrants came from nations such as England, Ireland, Germany and the Scandinavi-

an countries and constituted the first large wave of immigrants that settled and populated the United States. Castle 

Garden closed on April 18, 1890 and was succeeded by Ellis Island in 1892.  

Portraits of Margaret (Elliot) and William Marrs; Originals in author’s possession. 
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So I surmised that earlier generations of 

these families had not come to Canada. I 

have since proven the old adage that you 

should never make assumptions!  

When I started to look at William’s two sib-

lings who had arrived in Canada before him, I 

thought it was odd that his sister Margaret, 

aged 19, had sailed for America on May 12, 

1844 as an unmarried woman and apparent-

ly without any immediate family members. 

Had she come to Canada with another family 

from Cumberland, perhaps as a servant? I 

checked the 1841 England Census for 

Dalston, Cumberland and found Margaret 

Marrs, age 15, living with her widowed grand-

father John Whitesmith and two of her aunts 

Jane and Hannah Whitesmith. This led me to 

search for John Whitesmith in the 1851 Cen-

sus; I found him living  in Whitby, Ontario. So 

most likely, Margaret Marrs came to Canada 

in 1844 with her grandfather John, her aunts 

Jane and Hannah, and an uncle Thomas 

Whitesmith. So although Henry Marrs and his 

wife Margaret Whitesmith never left England, 

Margaret’s widowed father John Whitesmith 

left his home at the age of 67 and set off for 

Canada. Sadly his granddaughter, Margaret 

died two months after they arrived in Canada 

and was buried August 17, 1844 in the Bible 

Christian Cemetery at Columbus, Whitby Township, Ontario County, Ontario. John Whitesmith 

however lived to the ripe old age of 92 passing away on Valentine’s Day, 1870. He is buried in St. 

Paul's Anglican Cemetery, Lot 16, Concession 6, Whitby Township with his son Thomas and his 

daughter Hannah. It would seem that my 4X great-grandfather John Whitesmith born c1777 was 

actually my first immigrant ancestor on this Marrs family line. 

Family Fables Investigated - The Elliot Family 

As for the Elliot family, it did take me quite a long time to determine which Margaret Elliot was 

my ancestor as this was a popular name in Cumberland, England! There were a few clues in the 

Headstone of Whitesmith family members at St. Michael’s 

Churchyard, Dalston, Cumbria 

Photographed in 2015 by Peter & Wendy Marrs 
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letter written by my great aunt, but, unfortunately, not many solid leads to help me in my 

search. Her letter, written about 1946, reads: 

 Grandmother had a very wealthy brother in Rochester, N.Y., when he died was worth a million  
 dollars but his two children inherited it all. She also had a brother Robert who was single and when 
 he died she received some of his money. Robert Elliot must have had an adventurous life. In  
 England he joined the army three times and each time his father bought him out. Then he came to 
 U.S.A. and must have taken part in the Civil war as he had seven horses shot under him and  
 never received a scratch. My grandmother also had two sisters in the States, one did not marry and 
 the other had quite a family. I wish I could remember her name, you might run across them some
 time. 

I was skeptical about the mention of a million dollars and also of the seven horses being shot 

out from under Robert Elliot as these seem to be common themes in family fables. But eventu-

ally I did find information on five of the six siblings of Margaret Elliot who all came to Sennett, 

Cayuga County, New York. I could not find a civil war record for Robert Elliot but as he died in 

February 1861, this made sense as the American Civil war did not begin until April of that year. 

In the 1860 census his real estate and personal estate was valued at $24,000. So he probably 

did leave a portion to his sister Margaret and I hope someday to track down his will in Cayuga 

County, New York. The only sibling I could not locate was the eldest, Thomas Elliot (born 1818), 

so perhaps he was the millionaire from Rochester! The letter stated Margaret had two sisters in 

the States but there were actually three and they all married: Mary Ann (born 1828) to Wilson 

Waterhouse, Jane (born 1830) to Elisha Puddy and Violet (born 1833) to John Lawman. The fact 

that Violet Elliot was listed on the same passenger list as William Marrs and his wife Margaret 

Elliot was another clue to tracking down the correct Elliot family in Cumberland, England as 

Violet was the only uncommon Christian name in the family. The real irony is the birth of all six 

of the Elliot siblings had been recorded in the records of the Knowe Presbyterian Chapel in 

Bewcastle Parish, Cumberland, England, and I had the transcription of those records sitting on 

my bookshelf for almost 20 years without knowing the information I needed was inside. I had 

ordered the book as my paternal Murray family was from Bewcastle, but I didn’t know until 

much later that my maternal Elliot family was from the same small parish.  

Violet and her husband John Lawman had a family of nine children. When Violet passed away in 

1916, her obituary mentioned 23 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. So she was the 

sister “who had quite a family” as my great aunt indicated in her letter. What was not men-

tioned was baby Thomas Elliot who travelled on the ship Andrew Foster with his young mother 

in 1855 on their way to a new life in America. On the New York Passenger Lists Record on Ances-

try, Thomas Eliot, aged 3 months is noted to have died July 2nd. In searching online, I discov-

ered Theshipslist.com had a transcription of the Return showing the Mortality in Passenger Ships 

which cleared out from Liverpool for the United States, from 1st January to 30th September 1855. 

This record shows the Andrew Foster sailed June 23, 1855 (3 days later than recorded in the 

Marrs bible) with 399 passengers bound for New York with one passenger dying on board for a 

mortality rate of .25%. However, when I scrolled through the actual ship record on Ancestry, I 
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noticed two more deaths had occurred on board in addition to baby Thomas. Of all the ships 

recorded in this nine-month period in 1855, only one ship had a mortality rate of over 2%; this 

seems quite low. I wonder about the accuracy since I know the Andrew Foster had at least three 

deaths on their June/July 1855 sailing to New York.  

Many immigrants to America suffered terrible conditions on board ships to the New World. 

Cramped and unhygienic conditions of sea transportation brought outbreaks of cholera and 

typhus to New York and other areas of North America. So, in 1853 a Republican senator from 

New York called for a select committee to "consider the causes and the extent of the sickness 

and mortality prevailing on board of emigrant ships" and to determine what further legislation 

might be necessary. The 33rd United States Congress passed the Carriage of Passengers Act on 

March 3, 1855 with support from President Franklin Pierce. This new Passengers Act of 1855 

replaced the previous Steerage Act of 1819 and hopefully improved conditions on board ships 

and decreased mortality rates of immigrants. It is noteworthy that a similar act was passed in 

1828, when Britain passed the first legislative recognition that it was responsible for the safety 

and well-being of immigrants leaving the British Isles. It was called An Act to Regulate the Carry-

ing of Passengers in Merchant Vessels.  

Despite the dangers of ocean travel, by 1855 all six Elliot children had left their home in Cum-

berland, England, and arrived safely in New York. Their mother Mary Ewart had passed away 

prior to the 1841 Census and their father George Elliot had died in 1852 in Bewcastle. So again, 

I made the assumption that previous generations of this family had not emigrated to North 

America and again I was proven wrong. I discovered a blog post on Our Bewcastle Ancestry 

mentioning an Ewart family from Bewcastle settling in Huntingdon County, Quebec. Further 

research showed while Mary Ewart had married George Elliot on March 12, 1820, the rest of 

her family including her parents and at least six siblings left Cumberland around the same 

time and settled in Quebec. How sad for young Mary to say goodbye to her entire family prob-

ably knowing she would never see them again.  

William Marrs and Margaret Elliot arrived at New York in July 1855, and by November of the 

same year they were in Reach Township, Ontario County, Ontario, where their first child was 

born. Only by continuing my research did I find neither William nor Margaret’s parents came to 

North America,. Many of their siblings did immigrate and in the years between 1820 and 1844, 

some of their grandparents also came to Canada. It is quite likely that William Marrs had con-

tact with his maternal grandfather John Whitesmith as well as with his aunts and uncle as they 

also settled in Reach Township. Due to the distance to Quebec, it was less likely Margaret Elliot 

was able to visit her maternal grandparents Thomas Ewart and Violet Forster (Foster). 

Few Travelled to a New Land Alone, But There Was One 

In learning more about my ancestors who came to Canada from England, I realized that rarely 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_(state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/33rd_United_States_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Pierce
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did anyone travel alone. In the majority of cases, entire families or groups of relatives came 

together. One exception stood out for the Marrs siblings. John, Margaret, Hannah, Joseph, Wil-

liam and Thomas all ended up in Ontario, while Jane, the eldest of the family, was the only one 

to sail to New South Wales. I was unable to trace her until a recent DNA match with an 87-year-

old gentleman in Tasmania filled in the story of Jane Marrs who was his 2X great grandmother. 

Immigration records and assisted immigrant passenger lists show Jane Marrs, aged 25 from 

Cumberland UK, a Protestant who could read and write came to Sydney, NSW, Australia, on the 

ship Briton arriving June 28, 1844. The next day, she signed a Memorandum of Agreement to be 

a house servant for three months to a Rachael Wyatt in Castlereagh Street, Sydney to be paid at 

rate of 12 pounds per annum. The immigration record also shows Jane was under the protec-

tion of David Hall and wife presumably for the long voyage from England. The bible record 

states Jane sailed on March 14, 1844, so the voyage took over three months. Jane ended up in 

the colony of Van Dieman’s Land, later known as Tasmania. There she gave birth to two daugh-

ters in 1855 and 1857 with their father being recorded as a William Grant. One theory about 

Jane’s arrival in Tasmania was she was searching for William Grant. A 19 year old of the same 

name of Carlisle, Cumberland had been tried and convicted in Cumberland General Quarter 

Sessions in 1841 for housebreaking and stealing £3.18 in money, shop lifting and robbery. He 

was sentenced to 10 years transportation and he arrived in Van Dieman’s Land on January 13, 

1842 on the ship Barossa along with 349 other convicts. Jane Marrs was born in Dalston, Cum-

berland, about four miles from Carlisle, so it is possible that she knew this William Grant and 

followed him after he was transported. If this was the case, Jane may have regretted her deci-

sion to follow Grant as he continued to land on the wrong side of the law. In 1859, she married 

a shoemaker named William Davis, originally from Wales. Jane died in 1890 at the age of 71 in 

Burnie, Tasmania, Australia. She presumably lived for 46 years “Down Under,” never seeing any 

of her immediate family again. 

Their Legacy 

It must have been such a difficult decision for many people to leave their parents, siblings and 

extended family members behind as they crossed the ocean for the promise of a better life. The 

reasons for immigration were many and varied. For some, it was the promise of land, a better 

life for their children, religious freedom, escape from war and poverty or maybe just for love. 

Over 800,000 immigrants arrived in Canada between 1815 and 1850. This was called The Great 

Migration of Canada or The Great Migration from Britain as the immigrants were mainly from 

the British Isles. According to the Statistics Canada website: 

 In the late 1800s, the number of immigrants admitted annually to Canada varied between 6,300 
 and 133,000. Record numbers of immigrants were admitted in the early 1900s when Canada was 
 promoting the settlement of Western Canada. The highest number ever recorded was in 1913, 
 when more than 400,000 immigrants arrived in the country. 

Many Canadians today can trace back to an immigrant ancestor with almost one third of the 

population having British roots. The bravery and resourcefulness of our immigrant ancestors 
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has allowed us the opportunity to live in Canada. It is our responsibility to document their 

stories so the history of immigration is preserved and remembered. 

One Final Note 

I remember speculating Henry Marrs must have been lonely living in Chapel Lane, Raughton 

Head, after the death of his wife Mary in 1849 and the emigration of five of his children by 

1860. Also, his two sons who remained in England both died young - Isaac in 1860 at the age 

of 21 and Henry in 1861 at the age of 23. In 2012, on a trip to RootsTech in Salt Lake City, I 

stopped by the British Newspaper Archive booth and upon typing Henry’s name into the data-

base, I discovered a newspaper article from July 1, 1862 stating that Henry had committed 

suicide.  

So I think my theory that he was lonely and or depressed was probably accurate. However, at 

the inquest “the jury returned a verdict that he committed suicide whilst labouring under 

temporary insanity." I realized this verdict would allow Henry to be buried in the cemetery 

beside his wife Mary. Peter Marrs, son of Marguerite Marrs whose papers helped me find the 

family in Cumberland, recently visited the area and sent me photos of Chapel Lane and the 

cemetery at Raughton Head. I hope to visit this area myself someday soon to visit the home-

land of my Cumberian ancestors.  

Death notice for Henry Marrs 

From British Newspaper Archive; originally published in  the Carlisle 
Journal, July 1, 1862 

Linda Murray has been researching her maternal Marrs family for 

over 30 years. She is interested in making contact with anyone who is 

connected to the surname Marrs in England. She can be reached at 

LMurray9@telus.net  
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A Troubled Homeland 

My maternal 4th great-grandfather, Lauchlin MacMillan, was born in 1751 in Ayrshire, Scotland. 

This area at the time was known as Lochaber, and it is on the western side of Scotland in the 

Highlands. Lauchlin married a local woman, Sarah MacPherson, and together they had five chil-

dren between 1786 and 1799 – twins Donald and Maria, and Ewen, Catherine and John.1  Still, all 

was not well. 

During the 1700s, there were several battles between England and some of the Scottish clans. 

This culminated in the Battle of Culloden in 1746. However, the Scots did not present a united 

front. Some Scots wanted to return King James, a Catholic and a Stuart, to the throne of Eng-

land and Scotland, and they resented English control over their country. They gathered in sup-

port of “Bonnie Prince Charlie” to return his father to the crown. The MacMillan Clan could not 

even agree within itself what to do. Chief John MacMillan was not a Jacobite (“Jacobus” being 

the Latin term for James). However, two of his sons fought at Culloden with the Cameron Clan, 

and were killed. The Battle of Culloden was a quick and brutal defeat for the divided Scots. 

After Culloden, the English took harsh steps to destroy the Highland culture in Scotland. Jaco-

bite prisoners were executed or jailed or exiled to the colonies for life. The clan system was 

broken down by removing feudal rights and obligations from clan chiefs. Those clans which 

had supported the Jacobites forfeited their lands, which were then to be managed by profes-

Lauchlin Goes to The Colonies 
Leslie Dennis 

Map of Historic Lochaber - Lands of Clan MacMillan, Scotland 

From  http://www.clanmacmillan.org/pages/history/clan_map.html. Accessed April 2019. 
Used with permission. 

http://www.clanmacmillan.org/pages/history/clan_map.html
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sional land managers called “factors”. Many Scots who had nothing to do with the battle, in-

cluding women and children, were rounded up and killed by the Duke of Cumberland, the Eng-

lish King George II’s son. Scottish customs, such as the wearing of the tartan, playing the bag-

pipes, and speaking Gaelic, were outlawed. Scots deeply resented this cultural loss.2 

At the same time, other forces were at work to make life for my ancestors very uncomfortable. 

New landlords (factors) were less loyal to their renters (crofters) than Clan Chiefs had been, 

and landlords throughout the United Kingdom discovered that it was more profitable to raise 

sheep on their lands than to continue with the renters that had traditionally lived there. While 

once sheep and cattle could roam freely on communal lands, fences were built to enclose pri-

vate lands. Crofters were pushed off their lands, sometimes by having their houses burnt 

down around them. Some factors (landlords) offered to pay passage for their renters to the 

New World, but others did not.3 

An Arduous Voyage 

The economic and political stresses 

in Scotland no doubt pushed 

Lauchlin MacMillan to his new 

home in Canada. Laughlin, his wife 

Sarah, and their five children sailed 

to Prince Edward Island on the brig-

antine Rambler, sailing from Tober-

mory, Scotland, on June 20, 

1806.4  Lauchlin was already 52-

years old, but his children were old 

enough to help him.5 It was isolating 

enough leaving one’s home country 

and friends behind – having family 

along was important to ease those 

feelings of loneliness. 

Conditions on the emigrant ships were dreadful. As described in An Unstoppable Force: The Scot-

tish Exodus to Canada:  

 Emigrant accommodation in a ship’s steerage was certainly very basic. Temporary 
 wooden planking was hammered over crossbeams, and temporary sleeping berths 
 were constructed along each side of a hold. There were no portholes nor any 
 means of ventilation beyond the hatches. And in stormy seas, the hatches had to 
 be kept battened down to stop water from pouring into the hold – sometimes 
 for days at a time.6 

There was danger as well. A year after Lauchlin and his family arrived, the Rambler was 

wrecked off the coast of Newfoundland and over 130 passengers were lost. Given the close 

19th Century Brigantine  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_brigantine_Mercedes--
1886.png.   

Accessed 9 April 2019.  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_brigantine_Mercedes_-_1886.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_brigantine_Mercedes_-_1886.png
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quarters and unsanitary conditions, sickness was a problem too. Dysentery was common, as 

were smallpox and typhus. While no figures are available from the Rambler, statistics from a 

similar ship, the Hector, showed that 18 passengers died on its 11-week voyage to Pictou, No-

va Scotia. 7  

A New but Difficult Beginning 

Lauchlin and his family chose 100 acres of farmland on Lot 33, which was on the north shore 

of Prince Edward Island. When the British took over PEI from the French after the Seven Years 

War, the British gave 65 lots away in a lottery for aristocrats to whom the crown owed a fa-

vour. These landowners were instructed to establish settlers on the island as tenants from 

whom they could collect rent, but many were absentee landlords and did little to help. For 

many years, settlers were only able to subsist on what small amount of land they had cleared 

(usually about two acres a year), so life in the new land was challenging. Lauchlin and his fel-

low settlers resented still having to pay rent, instead of owning their land, since they put all 

the work into clearing and improving it. 

 

 

 

1863 Map of Prince Edward Island showing the lots (Lauchlin settled in Lot 33, Queens County) 

From  http://www.islandregister.com/lakem/1863maps.html. Accessed March 14, 2019. Used with 
permission. 

http://www.islandregister.com/lakem/1863maps.html
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According to The History of Agriculture (Farming) on Prince Edward Island:  

 What those settlers saw was forest covering the land that had never been plowed or 
 tilled by a human hand. Imagine cutting through the base of a tree over six feet in 
 diameter with an axe. The trees were huge in size for they had grown since the for-
 mation of the Island…Those first settlers took on the huge trees with axes and saws 
 that had to be powered with their own strength, oxen, and fire... No crops could be 
 grown that first year, and many settlers had no experience growing crops… so many 
 settlers survived on fish, and there was barely enough time to erect shelter before 
 the coming winter. Thankfully, local indigenous people were very kind, and showed 
 the settlers how to build shelter at the beginning.8  

Despite the continuing hardships they faced, Lauchlin and his family persisted. The growing 

season was much shorter in Canada than in Scotland, and some years the crops were overrun 

and eaten by mice. In addition to all of this, Lauchlin and his family lost their youngest son in 

1824. Nevertheless, Lauchlin and Sarah left behind four children and 28 grandchildren to con-

tinue the family name. All the family are buried in the MacMillan Cemetery in West Covehead, 

PEI, and even today, there are many street names and other signs of the family in the area. In 

fact, Lauchlin and Sarah’s land is still owned by their descendants more than 200 years later! 
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I was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1970. Shortly 

after my birth, my mother and I joined my father in the tiny 

town of McBride, near Prince George in northern British     

Columbia. They had met at a curling tournament in McBride 

through mutual friends and started dating long distance. When 

they found out I was on the way, my parents decided they 

were both ready for a family and, about five weeks after I was 

born, my dad came to take us to live in the Robson Valley. We 

travelled by car, in a two-car caravan, the many hours north to 

our new home. 

Our story really started many decades earlier and on a differ-

ent continent. My ancestors are almost exclusively from the 

United Kingdom.  Both sides of my family were looking for 

better opportunities promised in the New World, although they 

chose to immigrate at vastly different times. 

New England Planters 

My mother’s Lyon and Shaw ancestors left England in the 1600s and first settled in the area 

now known as Rhode Island in the United States. They were farmers and ship builders in 

search of land and more freedom than they had in England. Travel at that time was in small, 

wooden ships which took anywhere from 6 to 12 weeks to cross the Atlantic Ocean. But the 

New World beckoned, and hundreds of people braved the dangerous journey hoping for a 

better life. 

In the mid-1700s, my ancestors heard of land being given away in the Maritime region of what 

is now Canada. French Acadian settlers had built dykes and farms in the area, but England 

decided to confiscate their farms and deport them all to other French colonies. Then they ad-

vertised for settlers that were loyal to Britain to replace them. These New England Planters, as 

the settlers became known, agreed to come to the English colony and make their home there. 

My family grew and prospered in Nova Scotia for 250 years in the Hants County area – the 

Shaw side in Newport and the Lyon side across the river in Falmouth. My grandparents were 

from different sides of the river as well as different religions, but somehow they met, fell in 

Ships and Trains and Automobiles:  

The story of my family’s journey to Westen Canada 

Amber Godfrey 

Amber with her father, Phil 

Godfrey, 1970 

Photograph by Joyce (Lyon) 

Godfrey 
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love and raised a family. Claire Lyon and Evelyn Shaw were married 

August 11, 1932, and my mother Joyce Lyon arrived in 1938. They didn’t 

know it then, but she was destined to make her own journey to a “new 

world.” 

Go West, Young Woman, Go West! 

It was the late 1960s and women were starting to enjoy more inde-

pendence and have more career choices. Joyce had recently left an 

unhappy marriage and was looking for a change. She had some friends 

who had already moved to British Columbia and promised her that she 

could easily find a job and place to live. So, one day she stepped onto 

an airplane to fly hours away and across the country to a new life. Joyce 

quickly found an office job as a “keypuncher” (typing punch cards that 

fed into a very early version of a computer) and an apartment in the 

West End of Vancouver. She enjoyed spending her weekends exploring 

her new home in the little car she bought. 

From the Isle of Man to Canada 

My father’s ancestors stayed in the United Kingdom for many more generations and worked 

as opticians, tailors, teachers, farmers and railway clerks. His grandmother, Emma Costain, 

was born on the Isle of Man in 1877. The Isle of Man is now a British Crown dependency that 

governs itself but has always maintained a certain independence even though other countries 

have claimed to own it. The people living there consider themselves Manx more than English. 

One of Emma’s brothers moved to Bolton, Lancashire and eventually, after her mother passed 

away, she followed. She found work as a domestic servant but disliked the English class sys-

tem intensely. 

While in Bolton, she met and became engaged to Charles Hall, a railway clerk.  Apparently, 

their engagement went on for ten years (at least according to family stories - there were ru-

mours he was a mama’s boy and his mother did not want to let him go). Emma finally decided 

she had to get away from the snobbery in England, so she obtained a domestic position with a 

family in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Charles must have decided he couldn’t live with-

out her as he booked passage on the same ship. I have in my possession a postcard of the 

ship they travelled on with the inscription “To Emmie, love Charley.” After a journey by ship 

and then train that lasted at least four weeks and crossed the continent of North America, 

Emma and Charles arrived in the city of Victoria. 

Charles and Emma were married in Victoria on January 30, 1908, and my grandmother, Cathe-

rine Hall was born November 15, 1908. Charles had trouble finding work and was forced to 

pedal herbal tonics to provide for his family. When Catherine, known as Katie, was less than a 

Claire & Evelyn (Shaw) 

Lyon. 1932 

Photographer unknown 
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year old, Charles’ mother fell seriously ill and the family returned to England. After his mother’s 

death, Charles went back to work for the railroad and Emma ran a small corner store that also 

made noon meals for the girls working in factories nearby. Both Katie and Charles fell ill with 

pneumonia in December 1913 and Charles passed away on Christmas Day. Katie recovered 

and was sent to relatives on the Isle of Man to recuperate. 

After burying her husband, Emma decided she would return to Canada for good. She packed 

up her daughter and set off for Victoria, once again travelling by ship and train but with a stop 

in Manitoba to visit a friend on her way. While there, she met her second husband, William 

Campbell, an Irish farmer and married him on December 25, 1914 – exactly a year after she 

lost Charles. 

Emma’s previous life hadn’t exactly prepared her for being a farm wife, but she was willing to 

work hard. There is a family story of her first attempt at baking bread where she couldn’t get it 

to rise. Her husband was in town, so she buried it in the manure pile to hide her failure. Little 

did she know the heat of the decomposing manure would be just what it needed, and William 

came home to a white mushroom of bread dough rising from the pile! William and Emma had 

four children together, three girls and a boy. Emma’s last daughter was born in 1925 when she 

was 48 years old. 

Leaving the Prairies for the “Wild West” 

When Katie was only 16 she met and fell in love with a widower named Thomas Godfrey – he 

was nearly 20 years older than her and had a young son. They were married December 5, 

1925, and my father, Thomas Phillip Godfrey, was born the next fall. Phil was barely a year old 

when his father Tom got a job with the railway in northern British Columbia. The new family 

moved to Croydon, British Columbia – a tiny community clustered around a train station near 

the border of British Columbia and Alberta. After my grandmother, now called Kay Godfrey, 

Postcard from Charles Hall (Charley) to Emma Costain (Emmie), 1907 

Original in possession of the author. 
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lost a set of twins who were born early at 

home, her next two children were born in 

hospitals. When her labour started, she 

had to take the first train going by, so my 

aunt was born in Jasper, Alberta, and my 

uncle was born in Prince George, British 

Columbia. 

The 1930s had arrived with the Depression 

and the Dust Bowl on the prairies. William 

and Emma were struggling to make a living 

in Manitoba, so they decided to move their 

family to British Columbia and start over. 

They packed up all their belongings and 

got on a train to Croydon where they set up a farm. My father remembers stooking grain (piling 

it into weatherproof stacks) with his grandfather and getting paid a “shinplaster” (worth about 

50 cents at the time) which was a lot of money to him. 

My father left home at 15 and worked on the railroad, eventually driving the steam trains he 

loved so much. He also worked in coal mines in Alberta, drove a taxi in Edmonton, logged and 

built roads in British Columbia, and repaired machines as a millwright in McBride, British Co-

lumbia. 

I am Canadian because my ancestors were willing to leave their homes to search for a better life 

for themselves and for their children. I think the one word that sums them all up is resilient. 

That is a lesson they have taught me and one that has helped me succeed in life. Now I’ve fol-

lowed my heart and moved here to Calgary, at least for the immediate future. The plan is to 

eventually move back to British Columbia when we retire, but we will see where the road leads 

us! 

William & Emma Campbell and family 

Late 1920s, photographer unknown. 

Amber Godfrey has always been interested in family stories and started 
collecting information from her relatives at age 12. After her maternal 
grandmother passed away, Amber inherited 30 years of her research! 
Now she is working on organizing all the information and artifacts she 
has so she can start sharing her family’s stories (while still sneaking in 
some new research as more and more information becomes available). 
She can be reached at croydon70@hotmail.com  

mailto:croyden70@hotmail.com
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Resources From the AFHS Library 

“A Very Fine Class of Immigrants”: Prince Edward Island’s Scottish pioneers 1770-1850 by Lucille H. 

Campey  (971.4 PEI CAMP) 

Acadian Exiles in the Colonies by Janet Jehn  (971.6 JEHN 1977) 

Across the Waters: Ontario immigrant’s experiences 1820-1850 by Frances Hoffman & Ryan Tay-

lor (971.3 *G HOFF) 

After the Hector: The Scottish pioneers of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton 1773-1852 by Lucille H. 

Campey  (971.5 SCOT CAMP) 

An Unstoppable Force: The Scottish exodus to Canada by Lucille H. Campey  (971.04 CAMP 2008) 

Atlantic Canada’s Irish Immigrants: A fish and timber story by Lucille H. Campey.  (971.715 CAMP 

2016 

Destination Canada: A genealogist’s guide to immigration records by Dave Obee  (971.04 OBEE 

2010) 

Emigrant Worlds and Transatlantic Communities: Migration to Upper Canada in the first half of the 

nineteenth century by Elizabeth Jane Errington  (971.04 ERRI 2007) 

Going to America by Terry Coleman  (973. COLE) 

Ignored but Not Forgotten: Canada’s English immigrants by Lucille H. Campey  (971.04 CAMP 

2014) 

Immigrant Domestic Servants in Canada by Marilyn Barber  (971.04 BARB 1991) 

Immigration & Settlement, 1870-1939 edited by Gregory P. Marchildon  (971.215 MARC 2009) 

Invisible Immigrants: The adaptation of English and Scottish immigrants in 19th-century America 

by Charlotte Erikson  (973 ERIC 1972) 

Irish Emigration and Canadian Settlement: Patterns, links & letters by Cecil J. Houston & William J. 

Smyth  (941.5 HOUS 1990) 

Irish Palatine Pioneers in Upper Canada: Commemorating 300 years 1709-2009 by OGS Palatine 

Special Interest Group  (971.3 *G PALA) 

Mennonites in Canada, 1786-1920: The history of a separate people by Frank H. Epp  (971.04 EPP 

1974) 

Looking for more resources about the topic of how our 

ancestors scattered? Our AFHS Library has many books 

which might help you add details to your own family 

stories. Come check them out. The call numbers are in 

brackets. 
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Ontario and Quebec’s Irish Pioneers: Farmers, labourers and lumberjacks by Lucille H. Campey  

(971.3 CAMP 2018) 

Planters, Paupers and Pioneers: English settlers in Atlantic Canada by Lucille H. Campey  (971.6 

CAMP 2010) 

Seeking a Better Future: The English pioneers of Ontario and Quebec by Lucille H. Campey  ((71.04 

CAMP 2012) 

Soe longe as there comes noe women: Origins of English settlement in Newfoundland by W. Gordon 

Handcock  (971.08 HAND 1989) 

Strangers at Our Gates: Canadian immigration and immigration policy, 1540-2006 by Valerie 

Knowles  (971.04 KNOW 2007) 

The German Canadians 1750-1937: Immigration, settlement & culture by Heinz Lehmann  (971.04 LEHM 

1986) 

The Huguenots in America: A refugee people in New World society by John Butler  (973. BUTL 1983) 

The Irish in Cape Breton by A.A. MacKenzie (971.4 MACK 1979) 

The Italians in Canada by Bruno Ramirez  ((71.04 RAMI 1989) 

The Loyalists: Revolution, exile, settlement by Christopher Moore  (971.02 MOOR 1994) 

The Scottish Pioneers of Upper Canada, 1784 - 1855: Glengarry and beyond by Lucille H. Campey  (971.3 *G 

CAMP) 

They Came in Ships: A guide to finding your immigrant ancestor’s arrival record by John P. Colletta  (973. 

COLL 2002) 

Did you know all the computers at our library have access to Ancestry Library 

Edition? Come in and check out the immigration records and passenger lists 

in its databases. 
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RootsTech 2019 – DNA Sessions 

RootsTech 2019 took place in Salt Lake City from February 27 to March 2, 2019. Unlike her crit-

ical review of last year, Roberta Estes gives a glowing account of this year’s event: https://dna-

explained.com/2019/03/04/rootstech-2019-the-conference-experience/  I think reading Rob-

erta’s detailed blog is the next best thing to attending in person! You can watch many of the 

RootsTech sessions online including: Examining Your DNA Matches with DNA Painter by Jonny 

Perl, Connecting Your DNA Matches by Diahan Southard, What You Don’t Know About Ances-

try by Crista Cowan, Essential Considerations for DNA Evidence by Blaine Bettinger and many 

others at: https://www.rootstech.org/category/2019-rootstech-sessions 

There were also some big announcements by Ancestry and MyHeritage with regards to DNA 

testing and new features available for interpreting DNA results. 

Ancestry - ThruLines, Tree Tags and Improved DNA Matches 

Three new features for Ancestry were announced at RootsTech by Ancestry CEO Margo Geor-

giadis: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7xsTFNcvCs This video will give you an overview 

but for a more in depth review watch Blaine Bettinger’s YouTube video Exploring the New 

Tools at Ancestry DNA at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6FpqIQATms There are also 

several blog posts on this topic such as Cruwys News at: https://cruwys.blogspot.com/  

Tree Tags offer a series of custom tags for anyone on your Ancestry Tree. There are four main 

categories of tags including: DNA, Reference, Research and Relationship. As well, you can cre-

ate your own custom tags. The Improved DNA Matches feature offers color coding, labels, 

and other tools to help your organize your DNA matches. It allows you to see notes right on 

the match page and offers 24 colours to code your matches however it makes the most sense 

for you. This feature replaces the third-party Chrome extensions MedBetter DNA and DNA 

Match Labelling. ThruLines has created the most excitement as Ancestry uses DNA and all 

online trees to pull together groups of people who may descend from a common ancestor. 

ThruLines does have some exciting clues for our research but remember to exercise caution. 

Don’t add any potential ancestors without further verification. Or as Roberta Estes comment-

  Discoveries with DNA 

Linda Murray 

AFHS DNA Special Interest Group Coordinator 

https://dna-explained.com/2019/03/04/rootstech-2019-the-conference-experience/%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
https://dna-explained.com/2019/03/04/rootstech-2019-the-conference-experience/%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
https://www.rootstech.org/category/2019-rootstech-sessions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6FpqIQATms
https://cruwys.blogspot.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/medbetterdna/gnbpjempamffbpppblmabeeimkppenla
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/dna-match-labeling/kgkhfloclmjcbgilbdhjkmmaohlemfci
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/dna-match-labeling/kgkhfloclmjcbgilbdhjkmmaohlemfci
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ed on her blog: “ThruLines are not necessarily true lines”. Read her March 11th post called 

Ancestry’s ThruLines Dissected: How to Use and Not Get Bit by the ‘Gators: https://dna-

explained.com/2019/03/11/ancestrys-thrulines-dissected-how-to-use-and-not-get-bit-by-the-

gators/ There are many other blog posts with reviews of Ancestry’s ThruLines including one 

from The DNA Geek (Dr. Leah Larkin): https://thednageek.com/ancestrydnas-thrulines/ and 

Genea-Musings by Randy Seaver: https://www.geneamusings.com/2019/02/using-ancestrydna

-thrulines-feature-to.html   

The ThruLines feature is free to all Ancestry DNA customers while it is still in beta mode. How-

ever to access the feature, you must have a public or private searchable tree linked to your 

DNA test. Your linked tree must go back four generations or more. 

MyHeritage – Theory of Family Relativity and DNAQuest  

Another big announcement at RootsTech was the launch of a new tool at MyHeritage called 

the Theory of Family Relativity. You can read all the details on the MyHeritage blog: https://

blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-

changer/   Similar in scope to ThruLines, this tool gives us theories of how we may connect to 

some of our DNA matches. The Theory of Family Relativity uses millions of family trees from 

MyHeritage, FamilySearch and World Family Tree on Geni to put together possible relationship 

paths between you and your matches. They also assign confidence levels to these theories.  

Roberta Estes tells us how to use the new feature and gives her opinion on its accuracy. 

https://dna-explained.com/2019/03/07/myheritages-new-theory-of-family-relativity/   I have 

worked my way through several of my kits on MyHeritage and found some of the connections 

are valid while others are obviously incorrect. To use Theory of Family Relativity, you need to 

have a subscription to MyHeritage or pay a one-time fee of $29 US to use the DNA tools. 

MyHeritage also announced they will be continuing their DNAQuest project by offering anoth-

er 5000 free kits for adoptees. These kits are especially aimed at those who might not be able 

to otherwise afford testing. Applications will be accepted at www.dnaquest.org until April 30, 

2019. 

 

World DNA Day - April 25 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 is World DNA Day so watch for all the major companies to have sales 

around that time. Our upcoming DNA special interest group meetings will be held on the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month at AFHS library and you can check the website calendar for de-

tails. If you would like to join our meetings or be added to our mailing list, send us an email: 

dnasig@afhs.ab.ca 

 

https://dna-explained.com/2019/03/11/ancestrys-thrulines-dissected-how-to-use-and-not-get-bit-by-the-gators/
https://dna-explained.com/2019/03/11/ancestrys-thrulines-dissected-how-to-use-and-not-get-bit-by-the-gators/
https://dna-explained.com/2019/03/11/ancestrys-thrulines-dissected-how-to-use-and-not-get-bit-by-the-gators/
https://thednageek.com/ancestrydnas-thrulines/
https://www.geneamusings.com/2019/02/using-ancestrydna-thrulines-feature-to.html
https://www.geneamusings.com/2019/02/using-ancestrydna-thrulines-feature-to.html
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-changer/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-changer/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/02/introducing-the-theory-of-family-relativity-a-genealogy-game-changer/
https://dna-explained.com/2019/03/07/myheritages-new-theory-of-family-relativity/
https://www.myheritage.com/dna?utm_source=partner_dnaexplained&utm_medium=partner&utm_campaign=dnaexplained_nov17_dnasale&tr_funnel=mh+dna
http://www.dnaquest.org
mailto:dnasig@afhs.ab.ca
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HELLO & 

WELCOME TO   Upcoming AFHS Events 

Please check our calendar for the most up-to-date information. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly Meetings are on the second Monday of the month at The Village (4029 Brent-
wood Road NW)  from 7:00 - 9:00 pm.  
 
Meeting Dates for 2019: 
 May 13 - Using Geography and Social History to find Family and Enhance Our  

 Stories by Christine Hayes 
 June 10 - Volunteer Appreciation Night; The Value of Oral Traditions by Roy Bear 

 Chief of the Siksika Nation  
 September 9 - To be announced 
 October 8 - To be announced 

 November 11 - To be announced 
 December 9 - To be announced 
 
The Programs Committee is always looking for potential topics and speakers. If you 
have a suggestion, contact Christine: programs@afhs.ab.ca  

A TRIP TO THE PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 
AFHS is organizing a group visit to the Provincial Archives  June 12 & 13. Archives staff 

will provide a tour on the 12th, then there will be time to use their resources.  A spe-

cial group rate is available at the Ramada (if booked before May 12). Several drivers 

have offered to car pool if you need transportation. Contact Tara as soon as possible: 

events@afhs.ab.ca  

http://afhs.ab.ca/calendar/
mailto:programs@afhs.ab.ca?subject=Program%20suggestions
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HISTORIC CALGARY WEEK - HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

Alberta Family Histories Society will be participating once more in this annual festival . 

Look for us on Saturday, August 3 in the Shaikh Family Welcome Gallery at the new Cen-

tral Library downtown from 12 to 3 pm. 

We will have a booth manned by our dedicated volunteers. Pedigree charts will be avail-

able for families to get started recording their family histories. If you could help with 

these hands-on activities, please contact events@afhs.ab.ca  

In addition, as part of this festival,  Jim Benedict will be presenting his talk entitled, Suc-

cession Proofing your Family Story. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

CONFERENCE 2020 
Our Events Committee is planning a conference for 2020. Preparations are in the early 

stages. A date and place have not yet been determined. Several volunteers have come 

forward, but someone to chair a marketing committee is still needed. Contact Tara at 

events@afhs.ab.ca if you are interested in helping out in any way. 

AFHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2019-2020 
Front row: Linda Murray (Library, Education & Research), Marion Peterson 

(Communications), Michele Buhler (Treasurer) 

Back row: Gordon Lane (Facilities), Don Duncan (Genealogy Computer Group), Jim Bene-

dict (President), Warren Peterson (Vice President), Peter McKenzie (Member Relations), 

Iris Morgan (Finance), Bev Archer (Secretary) 
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AFHS DIRECTORY 

DIRECTORS 
President - Jim Benedict       president@afhs.ab.ca 

Vice President - Warren Peterson     vicepresident@afhs.ab.ca 

Secretary - Bev Arthur       secretary@afhs.ab.ca 

Treasurer - Michele Buhler      treasurer@afhs.ab.ca 

Director (Communications)  - Marion Peterson  communications@afhs.ab.ca 

Director (Facilities) - Gordon Lane     facilities@afhs.ab.ca 

Director (Finance) - Iris Morgan     finance@afhs.ab.ca 

Director (Library/Education) - Linda Murray   library@afhs.ab.ca 

Director (Member Relations) - Peter McKenzie   memberrelations@afhs.ab.ca  

Director (Technology) - Don Duncan     computergroup@afhs.ab.ca  

 

APPOINTED CHAIRS, COORDINATORS & VOLUNTEERS 

Booking Coordinator – Gordon Lane     bookings@afhs.ab.ca 

Casino Manager - Dennis Laughton     casino@afhs.ab.ca 

Coaching at CPL - Linda Murray     library@afhs.ab.ca 

Editor – The Windsock – Marion Peterson    communications@afhs.ab.ca 

Equipment – Warren Peterson      equipment@afhs.ab.ca 

Events Chair – Tara Shymanski     events@afhs.ab.ca  

Facebook – Wendy Fitzpatrick      facebook@afhs.ab.ca 

FFHS Contact - Ann Williams      ffhscontact@afhs.ab.ca 

Library Chair - Linda Murray      library@afhs.ab.ca 

Membership Coordinator - Heather Grant    membership@afhs.ab.ca 

 

Programs Chair - Christine Hayes     programs@afhs.ab.ca 

Queries – Mabel Kiessling      queries@afhs.ab.ca 

Society Archivist - Marion Peterson     archives@afhs.ab.ca 

Volunteer Recruitment & Nominations – Lorna Laughton  volunteer@afhs.ab.ca 

Webmaster – Jim Benedict      webmaster@afhs.ab.ca 

Website Calendar – Marion Peterson    communications@afhs.ab.ca 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP  LEADERS 

Celtic SIG - Susan Butler       celticsig@afhs.ab.ca 

DNA SIG – Lorna Laughton, Linda Murray    dna@afhs.ab.ca 

English/Welsh SIG - Ann Williams     englishwelsesig@afhs.ab.ca 

Family Genes User Group - Jim Benedict, Don Duncan  computergroup@afhs.ab.ca 

Family Tree Maker User Group – Nola Gutsche   ftmsig@afhs.ab.ca 

Legacy Users Group – Marion Peterson, Diane Duncan  legacysig@afhs.ab.ca 

Ontario SIG - Helen Backhouse     ontariosig@afhs.ab.ca 
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ABOUT OUR SOCIETY 

BECOME A MEMBER 

Individual, Senior  $40 

Family    $50 

Institution   $60 

OUR LIBRARY 

COPYRIGHT 

Alberta Family Histories Society (AFHS) is a non-

profit organization formed in 1980 to promote ad 

encourage an interest in family history research 

worldwide. To find out more about the Society, 

please visit:  www. afhs.ab.ca 

Membership in the Society is open to anyone inter-

ested in family history and genealogy. The AFHS 

membership period runs from January 1 to Decem-

ber 31. Applications received after August 1 will be 

applied to the following year. 

Annual Membership Fees  

For more information on how to register as a mem-

ber, please visit our website: www.afhs.ab.ca 

The Society’s library, containing thousands of 

items of interest to family historians, is located at 

712 16 Avenue NW and is open to members and 

the general public free of charge.  

For hours of operation, please consult the Calen-

dar on the AFHS website or phone 403-214-1447.  

Copyright Notice: ©2019 Alberta Family Histories 

Society. All rights reserved. Reproduction or use of 

any part of Chinook, without permission, is prohibit-

ed. Authors retain copyright of their articles and 

photographs published in Chinook, unless otherwise 

noted.  

http://www.afhs.ab.ca
http://www.afhs.ab.ca

