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Marriage banns, 1863, for the parents of Mary Ross Cassie (see article, pp. 32–33):

“That Alexander Cassie, Piano-forte-Maker, Crown Court, Union Street, and
Mary Ann Robertson, 30 College Bounds, Old Aberdeen, both in this Parish, have been
Proclaimed in the Parish Church of Old Machar in order for Marriage, three several

times and no objection made, is attested at Old Machar the Eighth day of June
One thousand eight hundred and sixty-three years …”
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Society Reports, News and Information

Chairman’s Report
We hope you have weathered the last three months and are bearing up well under current
restrictions.  Members in the northern hemisphere probably envy our Down Under cousins
at the best of times but perhaps now more than usually.
Our Research Centre at King Street has all Covid-19 precautions in place and was open
from August until Christmas but is currently closed again, pending government decisions.
A skeleton staff of stalwart volunteers is taking care of our Research Centre and is still
keeping the Society’s vital functions going.  All our departments are still functioning as
we work from home.  Contact details are found on p. 44 of every Journal.
ANESFHS Annual General Meeting online, Saturday 20th March 2021
“Already?!” you may be thinking.  Yes – we’re back on schedule after the 2020 AGM had
to be postponed from March and was eventually held in September.  We’re back online
again, and you’ll be able to register for an invitation link via the Events tab on our website.
AGM business will begin at 2pm GMT and take perhaps 30–45 minutes before a talk
starting at 3pm by a guest speaker from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
Attending members’ meetings online
We have a new system of website registration to improve our management of requests for
invitation links to most of our e-meetings as these become increasingly popular.  Please
read carefully the item in this Journal, “How to Take Part in ANESFHS Online Meetings”.
We offer practice sessions and individual coaching if you are unfamiliar with using Zoom.
Our website’s Events pages show details of upcoming meetings as these become available.
Volunteering in ANESFHS from anywhere
To paraphrase a famous exhortation: “Ask not only what your FHS can do for you; ask
also what you can do for your FHS”.  Wherever in the world you live, there may be ways
in which you could do your bit for ANESFHS.  From transcribing, to checking, to typing,
to reciprocal researching, to taking photographs of nearby gravestones … you could let
your imagination outstrip your availability!
From our website, use the “Contact Us” form – or go to “Services”, “Downloads” for a
(now rather old) “Join our team!” PDF that would need to be printed, filled in, scanned
and e-mailed to enquiries@anesfhs.org.uk or to a relevant departmental address.  (NB:
replies may be delayed while most volunteers are still home-based.)
chairman@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

Members’ Personal Information in Journals
In this age of privacy concerns, identity theft and GDPR, the Society hasn’t published a
Membership List since 2009, or a Journal “List of Contributors” since 2012.  An e-mail
address has been the only personal information appearing since then.  Members giving
permission for their Ancestor Chart to appear in the Journal can choose what to disclose.
By logging in to our website, current members can access all our Society’s Journals, right
back to 1979–85 when the Journal was still a Newsletter (though N.B.: it’s never been a

Society Reports, News and Information
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“magazine”!).  Our webmaster “spent days and days redacting personal information from
the old Journals before they were uploaded to the website (I felt like a politician!)”.
Our Journal is distributed to members, other Family History Societies and some libraries,
in printed or electronic form.  The overall readership is, therefore, beyond our control. In
submitting an article, you accept that ANESFHS does not control the distribution or
readership.  The copyright line is on the outside back cover of each Journal.  If you wish
to reproduce all or part of your own or another Journal item elsewhere, please send details
to the Journal, and we’ll be pleased to discuss the wording of permissions to be printed.
journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

Volunteer Profile: Susan Freer
The importance of joining a family-history society local to
where you happen to be living was always stressed by our
former chairman Gay Murton. She felt that you learn a lot
through helping other people – and she was a stalwart
member of our team for many years despite having no
North-East Scottish roots at all. Susan Freer can beat Gay’s
Liverpool background by several thousand miles, as she
originates from the USA!
Susan was born in south-western Pennsylvania and lived
there until she was 12, when her family moved to Tucson,
Arizona.  She graduated from the University of Arizona
with a BA in French, then spent a year living and working
in Grand Canyon Village.  She has always remarked that
this was one of the best experiences of her life.  After that,
she moved back to Tucson, where she worked at American Airlines for nearly 10 years.
In 1999 she married a Scotsman, John Freer, in the church in Brownsville, Pennsylvania
where her parents and grandparents had married.  Soon afterwards, Susan and John settled
in Cruden Bay, Aberdeenshire.  They are proud “parents” to two cats – Fergus and Fingal.
Luckily, both sides of Susan’s family have had a keen interest in their history.  Determined
to keep working away at solving mysteries, Susan is particularly interested in her links to
south-west Wales and has been studying the Welsh language for the past three years.
She joined ANESFHS in 2008 (as no. 17329) and works tirelessly behind the scenes.
What does she do? It might be easier to ask what she doesn’t do!  She is a whizzkid with
technology and is always willing to help those (like myself) who are computer-illiterate.
I’m always impressed by her calm assurances that “Oh yes, of course we can do that.  It’s
quite straightforward!”  Tech-wise, she has dragged us kicking and screaming into the 20th

let alone the 21st century. She has organised our Twitter and Facebook involvement – and
now we have a growing number of overseas members who can access us from a distance.
Soon after joining the Society, Susan became the minute-taker for Committee meetings
and has always made an excellent job of it – except when deserting us for lengthy and sun-
drenched visits back home to Arizona!  Among her many other volunteer roles in our
Society, Susan has been an essential member of our Committee ever since 2010.
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I’ve worked with Susan for several years and have never seen her flustered or anything
less than calm and reassuring. I used to joke that we should impound her passport to
ensure that she spent even more time helping us out of tricky problems! She works
quickly, quietly and – above all – efficiently, and still has time to take an interest in
everything that’s going on in other areas of the Society.  We could do with more like her!
liz.foubister@anesfhs.org.uk Liz Foubister No. 6129

—oOo—

Obituaries of Society Members
We regret to record the death of a long-standing Australian member, Sheila Procter (no.
348.) She joined the Society in February 1983, and her particular interest was in the
Hendry family of Banff.  We extend our sympathies to her family and friends.
Sadly but inevitably, we hear of the deaths of many current or former members.  If the
Journal ran an appreciation of every deceased member, it would fill a special issue.  From
time to time, we do print an obituary; and unfortunately this Journal has more than usual.

Lesley Diack (1955–2020)
The Society was shocked to learn on 7th January that Lesley Diack (no. 155) had died in
her sleep on 22nd December, one week short of her 65th birthday.  Lesley and her husband
Bill had given great service to ANESFHS from the early years, and we have always been
very grateful for their energy, vision and commitment on many fronts.
Born in Glasgow of south-west Scottish stock, Lesley (née Meikleham) met Bill Diack, of
Newhills parish, at Aberdeen University.  She was working as a commercial archivist
when they married in 1978 in East Kilbride.  They made their home in Bridge of Don and
went on to raise four children while holding down busy and successful careers, as well as
doing so much for our Society from soon after they had first joined us in 1980.
Bill became editor of what was still our Newsletter – and by 1981 Lesley had joined him
as an effective editorial team (though not credited until 1983!).  In 1985 the Newsletter
became the Journal; and by 1987 Lesley was listed as sole editor.  In issue 41 (Dec 1991),
with ever-increasing commitments elsewhere, she bowed out after 10½ years.
Lesley was in great demand as a speaker on family history, and she was instrumental in
supporting our ANESFHS Glasgow-Area Group from its mid-1980s inception until the
Group was fully fledged by the early 1990s.  In 1987, Lesley compiled North-East Roots:
A Guide to Sources – an indispensable handbook that went through several editions.
Her career continued to flourish, and she became a professor at Robert Gordon University,
yet she found time to return with Bill as Journal editors (2012–17).  A full professional
obituary can be found at https://www.caipe.org/professor-lesley-diack-1955-2020.
On behalf of the Society, our Secretary has sent sincere condolences to Bill and family.
Lesley’s name may be unfamiliar to some more recent members, but her immense
contribution to the Society will be apparent to all, and she has undoubtedly contributed in
great measure to what we see today.
chairman@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

with thanks to Ronald Leith (no. 39)
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Rosemary Philip (1944–2020)
On the day the November Journal appeared in print, we were
shocked to learn that Rosemary Philip (no. 4652), a co-founder
of our Edinburgh Group in 2009, had died in hospital on 6th

October as the result of an accident. If you have been to any
meetings in the Royal Scots Club, you’ll have met Rosemary.
She had been our Group’s treasurer from the outset, and was
always very keen to help ensure the Group’s smooth running.
With her long experience as a genealogist, she was often able to
suggest good guest speakers.  Rosemary also enjoyed the social
aspect, and always brought the biscuits so that our venue didn’t
overcharge us! Our Group hasn’t met in person since January
2020 – but we moved meetings online, and Rosemary happily
Zoomed into our meetings in May, July and mid-September.
Born in Edinburgh, Rosemary attended secondary school in St Andrews, graduated in
French and German from Bristol University in 1966, and completed PGCE teacher
training in 1967.  She taught at schools in Bath, St Andrews (her alma mater) and Bristol,
becoming Head of Modern Languages, and she also had various short-term posts in
England.  In 1969–70, she was treated for thyroid cancer.  She joined ANESFHS in 1992.
In 1995, she returned to live in Edinburgh.  She tutored French, took the University of
Stirling genealogy course in 1996–97, then ran a genealogy business for 15 years. Her
other interests included Traidcraft, collecting for Christian Aid, and enjoying her garden.
She was a great bringer-together of people.  Society members in the UK and overseas have
been sending us their appreciations – too many to print here, but all heartfelt.
For wide-ranging notes on Rosemary’s life, we thank her niece, Jane Scott.  Donations to
Maggie’s Centres for cancer care remain open: https://rosemaryphilip.muchloved.com.
edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

Grace Watson (1942–2020)
Grace Watson (née Ferries), ANESFHS member no. 14426 for
16 years, died aged 78 on 28th October 2020 at Aberdeen Royal
Infirmary following a fall at her home at Balfour Tower, Durris,
near Banchory. Gracie, as she was known, had extensively
researched the Ferries, Tawse and Cryle families since retiring as
a primary-school teacher. She displayed her research at the
Ballater Highland Games in August 2020 on tables running right
round the town hall for almost the length of the famous Bayeux
Tapestry. Many people connected to these families from home
and overseas visited her there to explore their ancestry.
Gracie, daughter of Aberdeenshire farmer Charles Ferries and Isobel (née Robertson), was
born in the Nicol Hospital, Rhynie.  With sisters Isobel and Helen, she was raised until age
eight at Drumminor Home Farm, then Mains of Rhynie from 1950, then Birkenbush Farm
near Buckie.  She attended Rhynie school and later the Gordon Schools in Huntly, then
trained as a Physical Education teacher in Aberdeen.  During her course, she was sent to
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Edinburgh, and met her future husband Ian Watson.  They married in 1963 in Edinburgh,
where she was a school PE teacher while Ian worked on the Edinburgh Evening News.
In 1966, they and son Gavin moved south when Ian became a London journalist, rising
eventually to Fleet Street editor. They moved to Essex, and soon daughters Alex and Kate
were born. When the children reached secondary-school age, Gracie resumed her teaching
career, remaining at the same junior school until her retirement. Nothing gave her more
pleasure than seeing to the welfare of children. She could also show a rebellious side.
When teachers were instructed by government not to have any physical contact with
schoolchildren, her response was: “if my wee ones need a cuddle, they’ll get a cuddle!”
Gracie was very proud to have been presented to the Queen and to have a chat with Her
Majesty about the education of primary schoolchildren.
In 1991, Gracie and Ian completed the construction of Balfour Tower, an 18th-century
tower house.  It became another great passion as she worked to restore the grounds.
Throughout her life, Gracie showed a strong will, courageous spirit and positive outlook,
even when seriously ill and undergoing cancer treatment.  After being diagnosed with
breast cancer, she wrote: “I amaze myself with my lack of concern. I put it down to good
Scottish spirit of the old-fashioned kind. You take whatever life throws at you on the chin
… then you just get on with it.  Everything will be fine!”
On the news of her death, the family received many tributes to her kindness, gentle nature
and teaching skills from ANESFHS members and from a great many others. Despite some
serious medical challenges, Gracie retained her very positive outlook on life until the end.
She leaves behind husband Ian, their three children and six grandchildren.

—oOo—

Members’ Meetings: Aberdeen
All Society meetings are being held online until further notice (from governments).  If you
have an e-mail address, and a computer of any size down to smartphone, you can take an
active part.  You can even phone in to an online meeting.  See our website’s “Events” tab
for how to obtain an invitation link to any Society meeting in which you are interested.

14th November 2020: Bert Lawrie, “The Broad Street Project”
Our Vice-Chairman presented an online slideshow about the Society’s project, based on
the 1911 Aberdeen census, that researched and documented in detail the families and
businesses in Broad Street, which runs off Union Street parallel to King Street.
When an initial appeal was made for help with our research, we were overwhelmed by the
amount of support from Society volunteers, other members or, especially, relatives of
those who had lived in Broad Street.  It was truly a collective effort.
After some background, Bert dived into several interesting stories, covering iconic Broad
Street businesses such as Esslemont & Macintosh, Coutts the Chemist, James Mutch the
ironmongers, Aberdeen Journals and A. B. Hutchinson the baker. He also gave details of
some families who lived on Broad Street and the genealogical research methods we used.
See also his article, “Broad Street Project”, in Journal 150 (Feb 2019, pp. 18–21); and see
https://anesfhs.org.uk/publications/book-selection/broad-street-project.
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As always in our online meetings, those present were ready and willing to share all sorts of
advice and information.  For historical photos of Broad Street or elsewhere in Aberdeen,
try The Doric Columns (www.mcjazz.f2s.com) or the Silver City Vaults website.
 Our website has a blank Ancestor Chart form to fill in: “Services”, “Downloads”.
 Don’t miss the great speakers at the regular (free) Scottish Indexes Conferences online.

5th December 2020: ANESFHS Christmas Social
The Society’s Christmas Social is always open to all members and their families.  The
party we would have held (if officially permitted) in our Centre in King Street was to take
place at the same time as our Moray/Banff Group’s similar event.  So, we just combined
them into an online festive gathering that drew 44 members in several countries for a very
jolly few hours’ chat that even included some family history!  Jane Cameron (no. 9680)
had supplied a challenging quiz: could we identify the locations of 24 photographs from
around Scotland?  We all had fun trying.

16th January 2021: Beginners’ Meeting
This annual meeting is popular with members of all levels of family-history knowledge
and experience.  The 2021 online version drew 68 participants, including a good number
of self-declared beginners or those seeking to refresh and update their tech skills.
Retired teacher Liz Foubister (no. 6129) gave a slide-illustrated talk, with the current
Chairman turning the slides remotely and almost keeping in synch.
Stuart Petrie (no. 15075), in our Centre at King Street, demonstrated some websites and
how to refine your searches in “Scotland’s People”.  For births/deaths of people recorded
with more than one surname (married women, complicated parentage, illegitimacy etc.):
look up the surname you know; note the number of the entry in the parish/district you
want; then redo the search, omitting surname but filtering by including information from
the entry you found.  It should then show up all the surnames for that individual entry.
Margie Mellis (no. 2090) gave a brief description of some of the wealth of resources to be
found in the Society’s library in the basement of our Centre at King Street.
Rhona Robertson (no. 17741) gave a progress report on the Society’s project to transcribe
and index the 1911 census for Aberdeen city and county.  In the general Q&A chat after a
short break, the hints and tips were wide-ranging and came thick and fast.  A selection:
 For parish boundaries: https://maps.nls.uk/geo/boundaries/#zoom=7&lat=57.0000&lon=-

4.4000&dates=1880&point=0,0.
 Two very useful searchable datasets are: a comprehensive database of over 3,500 burial

grounds in Scotland (https://www.safhs.org.uk/burialgrounds.php); and an inventory of
published pre-1841 population listings (https://www.safhs.org.uk/populationlists.php).

 For any link to Moray, check out LIBINDX, an online index to resources – people,
places and subjects – at http://libindx.moray.gov.uk/mainmenu.asp.

 The Society holds English B/M/D indexes (1837 to about 2000) on microfiche.
 In England, registration districts were based on Poor Law Boards created in 1834.  For

the English census, the district started as the name of the Poor Law authority (crossing
county boundaries) but changed later when an area needed to be split.
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 The 1921 census was held in June and will be released in June 2021 for Scotland, but
January 2022 for England and Wales.  In 1921, householders were asked to state their
place of employment, what materials they worked in and their employer’s name.  Those
aged 15 and older had to give their marital status, including if divorced, while for those
under 15 the census recorded whether each parent was still alive or now deceased.

 In Ancestry, when adding a fact or event, you can choose “Custom Event” and record
whatever you prefer. On the Persons Profile page, select “Edit”, “Edit Relationships”,
and you have a choice of biological / adopted / step- / unknown / foster and so on.

A lively and illuminating discussion ensued about uploading to the Internet.  Great care
and forethought are needed when uploading photographs, research and other personal
material.  Do you really want your tree to be public and open to anyone to lift bits from, or
would you rather set it as private, and deal with individual enquirers?  It was also strongly
emphasised that it is illegal to upload official B/M/D certificates or other copyright items.
Feedback to this meeting was so positive that we may hold a similar one before next year.
At our next meeting, on 20th February at 2:30pm GMT, we’ll try to solve each other’s
“brick wall” family-history problems.  Send yours in, or bring it along!
syllabus@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—

Moray/Banff Group Report
With the various restrictions still ongoing, a return to face-to-face meetings in Elgin
Library seems a distant prospect. However, our Zoom meetings are flourishing!
Having merged our October meeting with the Glasgow Group (see reports, Journal 157),
we used our original topic, “Bits of Latin and other useful vocabulary”, for our November
meeting. However, we widened this to include old handwriting, so that overall it became
“Tackling Old Documents”. The excellent www.scottishhandwriting.com provided a huge
variety of old documents from various categories and across several centuries, in the
course of which we were introduced to the “thorn” and the “yogh” characters.
December offered us our usual Christmas Social, which we held jointly with our Aberdeen
Area for a combined online party. It was very much a “bring your own bottle and mince
pies” occasion with lots of genealogical chat and a photographic quiz to challenge us, so a
very good time was had by all.
For our regular January “Bring Along a Brick Wall” meeting, a number of “brick wall”
problems were submitted in advance.  Over 60 participants provided for lively discussion,
while ideas and suggestions were offered as to how the brick walls could be tackled.
There is a huge depth of knowledge and experience among our members, so hopefully
those who had brought along their current difficulty found new avenues to explore.
If you haven’t yet been tempted to try our Zoom meetings, do take the plunge and join us.
It’s very straightforward: contact me (as below); just click on the invitation link which you
will receive; and then enjoy meeting old friends and making new ones. There is also the
option of joining ANESFHS e-meetings in several parts of the UK as well as in Canada
and Australia in addition to our Moray/Banff Group e-meetings!
moray.banff@anesfhs.org.uk Mary Evans No. 1975
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Edinburgh Group Reports
Ken Nisbet, “Going Beyond Names, Dates and Places”
7th November 2020
Ken covered a great many resources beyond “the usual”, both in his presentation and in a
magisterial Mastermind-style Q&A session afterwards.  To name but a few: voters’ rolls;
estate maps and other papers; the Factory Commission; poor-relief applications; school
admission records; headstones (MIs) commemorating folk buried elsewhere; newspapers;
company records; LIBINDX for Moray; www.maps.nls.uk; the official Edinburgh and
London Gazettes; business records beyond local trade directories; reasons for emigration;
identifying landowners; British in India records (https://indiafamily.bl.uk/UI/Home.aspx:
B/M/D etc.); obtaining discounts for FindMyPast or Ancestry; historical tax rolls on
“Scotland’s Places”; and we concluded with a wide-ranging group discussion on DNA.
An Edinburgh Group record of 63 people joined in this meeting and were glad to do so.

Members’ Day: “My Latest Discovery”
23rd January 2021
Around 50 members in several countries logged in to share discoveries about family
history and relevant technologies.  Several local members told us of their recent findings;
and the floor was open for general exchange of all kinds of useful information.
Betty Jordan (no. 18139), whose Ancestor Chart and article on mitochondrial DNA were
in Journal 147 (May 2018), gave an update on how DNA contacts are arriving through
Ancestry and have confirmed her tree of Howitts, including emigrants to Canada, and
provide many more of them over there.  A discussion ensued about records in Canada.
George Adam (no. 3297) has been searching for over 20 years for his great-grandfather
William Adam, who was lost at sea between 1858 and 1861. Members of our Melbourne
Group had responded about accessing various Australian websites; and other Society
members have also helped. One ship that kept popping up was the Royal Charter that
sailed between Liverpool and Melbourne from the mid-1850s. It was totally wrecked in
1858 off Anglesey, Wales, with the loss of 473 passengers and crew.  Only 18 survived.
Information new to George was the “List of passengers on the Royal Charter” that sailed
from Melbourne in August 1858 – but his ancestor remains elusive.
Geoff Hare (no. 21515) reported on tracking down a gravestone; see his article, “The
James Gordon Bennetts”, in Journal 145 (Nov 2017, pp. 40–43).  It commemorates a
daughter whom no researchers into this famous family seem to have known about.
Your correspondent reported on the success of his plea in Journal 157 (Nov 2020, p. 6) for
contact with the family on Antiques Roadshow who had shown a Valentine card made in
1795.  A week after the printed Journal appeared, I was put in touch with the chap – a 4th

cousin whom I’d known about but not previously contacted.  Many things are remarkable
about this card: its age and survival; its transmission down an all-male line; the mystery of
who made it for whom; and had there been a previous marriage?  The research continues;
and it is wonderful to have been able to make a life-size print from an image received.
Ron Manson (no. 14984) had long sought the birth of his great-grandfather, Frederick
Manson: no luck in the microfiche IGI during the 1990s, or even on a genealogy holiday at
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King Street with help from the late, great Violet Murray. He did find Frederick aged 7 in
the 1851 census with grandfather William Mitchell in Forgue parish, but still no parents.
Last year, Ron noticed that “Scotland’s People” had added Roman Catholic registers.  In
records for Huntly, St Margaret’s, on a page headed “Baptismal Registry 1845”, it states:

Born 10th November 1843  [left margin] [right margin] Baptised 21st July 1845
Frederick Hargrave  Son of Alexander James George Manson, Balnoon Cottage,
Inverkeithny, and Anne Mitchel, parish of Forgue, Protestants, born on the tenth day of
November eighteen hundred and forty three, was baptized by me on the twenty first day of
July eighteen hundred and forty five.  Anne Grant was the Godmother.

Terence McGuire

Brick wall demolished.  In the aftermath of the 1843 Disruption, a sympathetic priest had
baptised the son of an unmarried Protestant couple, probably Free Church adherents at a
time before a local Free Church had become established.  Always look in unlikely places!
From further research, Fred’s mother Anne was not with him in the 1851 census, as she
was in jail. Fred’s father A. J. Manson, a surgeon born in England, was a son of Captain
Sinclair Manson.  An addendum: Fred left Ron’s great-grandmother pregnant in Scotland
and went to Ohio, where he subsequently married a French woman and had four children
with her.  Fred had worked in Forbes Castle, and the French woman was rumoured to have
been working there as a governess.
In our subsequent discussions, a lot of good info was exchanged – as always.  Join in!
edinburgh@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—
Glasgow Group Report
Marjory Harper, “Testimonies of Transition”
Voices from the Scottish Diaspora
21st November 2020
We had nearly 50 members in several countries for this online presentation featuring
recordings of emigrants from Scotland, some of whom had ended up moving back home
from their new countries.  This was a slightly updated version of Marjory’s talk given in
January 2017 to our Edinburgh Group (brief report in Journal 144, August 2017, p. 6).
We marvelled at how some emigrants had dropped their accents completely while others
had retained theirs strongly.  In general Q&A chat after Marjory’s talk, subjects included:
the Salvation Army’s involvement in facilitating an emigration in 1924; a book printed in
Canada, The Pioneer Years 1895 to 1914 by Barry Broadfoot, where migrant farmers are
interviewed; Canada being usually the cheapest destination and a gateway to the USA; and
Marjory’s book, Scotland No More? The Scots who left Scotland in the Twentieth Century.
Our next meeting, on 13th February, is sure to be popular: accomplished genealogist and
writer/broadcaster Chris Paton on Sharing Your Family History Online.  Log in to our
website’s Events page to receive an invitation link.  And always check your Junk/Spam if
the invitation e-mail doesn’t reach your Inbox instantly!
glasgow@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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London-Area Group Report
19th September 2020
A small number of members met via Zoom to discuss some more “how to” questions and
ideas.  Our meeting was just before the ANESFHS webinar on DNA, so some of our
attendees left sharpish to tune into that one too!

21st November 2020
We were back on Zoom, 12 noon to 2pm as usual, and were delighted to have 26 attendees
including several in Scotland and one in Canada, with some attending for the first time at
our Group or even in any ANESFHS e-meeting.
As a theme for this meeting, I had asked beforehand: “Do you have a famous/notorious
ancestor or someone who did something that made their mark (good or bad) that you
would be willing to share? I want you to tell their story.”  Very pleasingly, over half of
our attendees had something to say!  The ancestors and stories covered were many and
varied, including a nawab in India; a 3g-grandfather who had drunk with Rabbie Burns; a
First World War story; a 3g-grandmother with a royal connection; Orepuki shale works in
New Zealand; Rhynie chert and William Mackie; and a Paisley lifesaver.
A couple of attendees talked about their 2g-grandfathers.  One was the Journal Editor, who
drew attention to items in earlier Journals, all of which are available by logging into the
members-only section of the Society’s website (index covers Articles sections only).
We also had time for general family-history Q&A.  Chris Hood asked about Marischal
College archives, as he is interested in papers or correspondence of Daniel Dewar, who
was Principal of Marischal College up to about 1860 and was father-in-law of the famous
scientist James Clerk Maxwell.  Chris also asked if anyone has an interest in sailmaking
families in Macduff in the 19th century, for example Carnys or Fergusons.
Our meeting dates for 2021 are now published on the Society’s website (“Events” page,
and Members’ Forum).  Our next meeting is on 27th February via Zoom, and our meeting
after that is on 15th May … perhaps in person?
london@anesfhs.org.uk Sheena Clark No. 19190

—oOo—

Brisbane Group Report
21st November 2020
Our Group, who would have been allowed to meet again face to face but had opted not to,
had two special presenters for this meeting: academic historians Dr Mikki Brock (in
Virginia, USA) and Dr Christopher Langley (in Birmingham, England).  To cope with
attendees on three separate continents, we held our Zoom meeting at 7am on Saturday in
Brisbane, which was Friday afternoon on the US east coast and Friday evening in the UK.
We had 25 attendees (15 members of our Brisbane Group, plus eight members in Scotland,
and one each in England and the USA), as well as our presenters.
Mikki and Chris are collaborating on developing a database with accurate information
about Scotland’s ministers and their descendants.  Their project is titled “Mapping the
Scottish Reformation: A Database of Scottish Clergy, 1560–1689”.  The project began
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when they both started researching ministers in their academic work and found that the
published sources – predominantly Hew Scott’s Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticanae – had a series
of problems associated with data quality and citation clarity.
In searching for more complete information on the Scottish clergy, Mikki and Chris have
gone back to Kirk records and other primary archival sources and have drawn on this
information to develop a database.  Their initial research has focused on Lothian and
Tweeddale, but the intention is to expand the project to other parts of Scotland, including
Aberdeenshire.  Our meeting discussed a range of options available for doing that without
needing to wait for funding bodies to provide financial support for the project.
On 9th December, we were very excited to receive this follow-up from Chris Langley:

“Mapping the Scottish Reformation” will go live on Friday, 11th December, 9am EST /
2pm GMT.  The website distils over 10,000 pages of manuscripts held in the National
Records of Scotland, tracing the careers of around 700 clerics and 400 clergy wives in
Lothian and Tweeddale between 1560 and 1689.  This is the first stage of a much bigger
project that will map the careers of all of Scotland’s early modern clergy.
We wanted to give ANESFHS members advance access to the site.  While the website
will go publicly live on 11th December, members of the Society can get advanced access
to the site from today.  To access the site, members can simply point their web browser
to https://maps.mappingthescottishreformation.org.
If members have any user feedback for us (especially on the interface and search tools),
it would be very gratefully received at MappingScotsRef@gmail.com.

brisbane@anesfhs.org.uk Robin Price No. 18058
—oOo—

Southern Ontario Group Report
28th November 2020
We “met” via Zoom again, and enjoyed a presentation by Professor Marjory Harper (in
Aberdeenshire) on “Emigration from Scotland to Canada in the 19th and 20th centuries”,
including slides and sound files from immigrants telling their family stories.
We were told some of the reasons behind the choices people made to emigrate from
Scotland to Canada. We learned of disappointments when immigrants arrived only to find
out that things weren’t quite as promising as they had appeared in some advertisements
and testimonials. There were some sad stories of loss, but many accounts of success and
prosperity.  The Scots brought their customs and traditions with them, and that becomes
obvious when looking at the architecture in some of our towns and villages throughout
Canada.  We continue to hold ceilidhs in eastern Canada, and Scottish festivals throughout
the country.  Evidence of Scottish emigration to Canada is very apparent.
After Marjory’s talk, we had a lively period of chat where members were able to connect
with one another.  We discussed a number of topics, covering everything from passenger
lists to how to find records in Quebec and New Brunswick. We also chipped away at the
brick wall described by one of our members.  Very satisfying!  We even discussed whether
salt or sugar should be added to porridge, and whether we used spurtles or spoons to stir it.
The jury is still out on that one.
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We were very pleased that 53 people attended our November meeting.  The number of
Southern Ontario Group members was nearly equalled by guest members in Scotland,
England, the USA and Australia.  We look forward to seeing some of you again, and
perhaps some other members too, at one of our next meetings.  Several of our Group have
also been “Zoom tourists” visiting other ANESFHS groups’ meetings in Scotland.  There
will likely be a lot of connections made and brick walls coming down, and it’s thanks to
the opportunities that are opening up as a result of these online meetings.
We will meet again by Zoom on 27th February.  The topic will be “Brick Walls”, and our
speaker will be Mary Evans from our Moray/Banff Group. All meeting information is
posted on the ANESFHS website in the Events section.
We continue to welcome new members to our Group.  At the time of writing this, we have
46 members.  We call ourselves “Southern Ontario” Group, but we also have members in
Ottawa and as far away as Calgary, Alberta!
ontario@anesfhs.org.uk Lorna Weber No. 21787

—oOo—
Editorial
The annual Syllabus Card goes out with this Journal and is downloadable by logging in to
our website. Journal Queries are held over again, as too few were received for this issue.
The rapidly increasing popularity of the Society’s Facebook Group page seems to have all
but replaced Journal Queries, even though the Journal reaches all our members.
There’s also still the Members’ Forum on our website if you want to reach the widest and
most knowledgeable audience who can often provide very quick and detailed responses.
Printed versus electronic Journal
If you want to save paper, you can opt for e-Membership and to receive only the electronic
Journal.  The different membership rates are shown on our website and on the inside front
cover of every Journal.  Beware of a false economy, though – you’ll always spot and retain
more detail if you have the printed Journal to refer to.  That’s my observation, anyway.
One advantage of electronic is that the web addresses in our more recent Journals are all
clickable hyperlinks (if I’ve formatted correctly!) that take you straight to that webpage.
NB: this feature is available only in the PDF version (downloadable for your own use).
Members who take the printed version are also entitled to access the Journal electronically.
You can find our entire run of Journals on our website, where you can also read the latest
version before the printed issue arrives.  To access those, and many other features that are
only available to Society members, just follow the few simple steps to register at our
website if you’re not among the large majority who have already done so.
Journal Team
Would you like to be part of a small Journal Team?  I particularly need a picture editor
who could source good images (and any necessary permissions) and come up with ideas.
Thinking of a front-cover image is always just about the last piece of every Journal jigsaw
puzzle to be completed.  If you are at all pictorially inclined, then you’re sure to be more
visually literate than I am – and I’d love to hear from you.
journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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How to Take Part in ANESFHS Online Meetings
Until governments tell us otherwise, meetings must continue to be held online.  This has
been one of the few fortunate side-effects of the pandemic: across the world, Society
members are being brought together like never before.  All you need is a device (from
computer to smartphone) and a few simple instructions.  Even if your computer has no
camera, you can take part and just not be seen.  And, as long as the Society has your
current e-mail address, you can always receive invitation links for our online meetings.
No computer / tablet / smartphone?  You can even telephone in to an online meeting if
another member gives you the digits for Meeting ID, Passcode and the number to ring.
Of current Society members, 94% have let us know their e-mail address.  But do we have
your current one that you use for “important stuff”?  You can set this yourself by logging
in to www.anesfhs.org.uk as a Society member.  But have you registered as a member at
our website, so that you can access all the members-only extras that aren’t available to the
average Internet surfer?  Some 19% of our members have yet to register at the website.
Instructions are on the inside front cover of every Journal: second-bottom box.  Even the
Journal’s covers contain useful information!  Or, simply go to our website, hit “Register”
(top right), and follow the few simple steps to set your own memorable password.  Then
you can always log in to gain access to your personal details and options, the Members’
Forum, extra information in the DataBank, and much more besides.
Now you’re ready to choose Society e-meetings to attend!  It saves us a lot of admin if you
follow the system now in place (please).  On the website’s “Events” tab, see “All Events
Calendar”, or pick any Group you’re interested in.  In the “Title” column, click on the red
highlighted title for more information on a particular meeting.
 Registration will open a few weeks before the date of each meeting.  When registration

is open, the “Category” column (on far right) will show, in red: “(Login to register)” –
or “Click here to register” if you are already logged in on the website.

 Click there (or on Title), and scroll to the bottom to complete registration.
 You’ll then receive an automatic e-mail containing the invitation link.  Keep this safe,

and remember to use the right link at the right time!  If this invitation doesn’t arrive
immediately, it may have been filtered out, so please check your Junk or Spam folder.

 If you still don’t see this e-mail containing the invitation link, has it gone to another of
your e-mail addresses?  Check “My Details” when logged in on our website.  Do we
have the address where you want ANESFHS e-mails and e-Newsletters to arrive?

 Keep the link where you’ll find it.  Click on it just before the start time.  See you then!
In “My Details”, you can also switch on occasional e-Newsletters from our Aberdeen Area
and from our local-area Groups in Scotland (Moray/Banff; Glasgow; Edinburgh). These
e-Newsletters may sometimes contain the invitation link to that Group’s next meeting.
Some of our smaller or newer local-area Groups (e.g. London) may not do pre-registration
for their e-meetings.  If you’d like to attend any of those, just e-mail the local organiser.
Why not join us in 2021 to meet folk, have fun and learn a lot?  It’s your Society too!  The
bigger your screen, the more you’ll enjoy an e-meeting.  Anyhow, we’d love to see you.
syllabus@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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1911 Census Transcription and Indexing Project: Further Progress
Now that UK members are all locked down again, you might be interested to know that
our volunteers are still working on completing the 1911 census transcription.  We’ve had
quite a few replies from folks interested in helping us to cross the finish line, and we’re
very pleased to have them on board.  There’s still room for more if you are interested –
and distance is no problem, as we have transcribers in England, Australia and the USA, as
well as local folk in Pitmedden, Stonehaven and “aa roon aboot”.
I know some volunteers have been out of contact with my colleague, Helen Dewar, who
has unfortunately been laid low for some months and has been unable to respond to you.
However, I’m happy to say that she is now on the mend, and I’m sure you’ll hear from her
soon.  In the meantime, if you’re sitting at home wishing you had a census to work on,
please feel free to send me an e-mail, and I’ll be more than happy to keep you busy.
We are now concentrating our efforts on the towns and villages of Aberdeenshire. Some
of the bigger towns like Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Inverurie were split into several
districts, and we are still waiting for one or two of the districts to be checked before we get
these printed out. I’m sure these will be particularly useful for many researchers.
Transcribing the census has been a big undertaking, and some people ask why we’ve done
it.  Of course, you can access the census on Scotland’s People – but each search will cost
some of your credits.  If you can do your browsing for free at King Street, you can follow
all manner of byways and dead ends for free. It is hoped that all these transcriptions will
eventually be made available in the members-only section of the Society’s website; but, in
the meantime, it would be good to hear from you if you’ve been able to make use of the
ones (plus indexes) that we have already transcribed and printed for use in our Centre.
Below is a screenshot to show part of the index we have created to make it easier to find a
particular person or family.
rhona.robertson@anesfhs.org.uk Rhona Robertson No. 17741

Surname Name Address Rel. to head Age Place of Birth Nation-
ality

ED Pg

M F County
abbrev.

Parish if from foreign
country

Anderson Sophia 49 St Nicholas Street Head 48 ABD Aberdeen 1 6

Anderson Catherine 49 St Nicholas Street Sister 44 ABD Aberdeen 1 6

Anderson Thomas C 63 Guestrow Head 48 ABD Aberdeen 1 13
Anderson Charlotte 66 St Nicholas Street Boarder 23 LKS Glasgow 1 17

Anderson Annie 66 St Nicholas Street Boarder under
1

ABD Unreadable 1 17

Anderson John 71 Guestrow Head 27 ABD Aberdeen 1 11

Anderson Mirium 71 Guestrow Wife 25 ABD Aberdeen 1 11

Anderson James 71 Guestrow Son 6 mth ABD Aberdeen 1 11

Anderson Margaret 9 St Nicholas Lane Boarder 11 ABD Aberdeen 1 7

Angus Jemima
Fowler

104 Union Street Servant 21 ABD New Deer 1 1
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Online Courses and Workshops
Our first online Beginners’ Course in Family History began in January, with 25 Society
members learning the ropes from Kenneth Nisbet (of the Scottish Genealogy Society and
SAFHS).  Later in the year, we hope to re-run this course and also to offer further online
courses if there is sufficient interest.  Ken also offers Intermediate and Advanced level.
Further information will be publicised in due course.
Several Society members are undertaking or are contemplating diploma, certificate and
masters-level courses in genealogy offered by universities such as Strathclyde.  For a free
online course in “Early Modern Scottish Palaeography: Reading Scotland’s Records” from
the University of Glasgow, try https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-palaeography;
next course starts on 22nd February.
Family Tree Magazine webinars
Mary Evans (no. 1975), Convenor of our Moray/Banff Group, would like to draw attention
to www.family-tree.co.uk/how-to-guides/webinars/, where you can sign up for webinars
offering expert advice, inspiration and information. Family Tree Magazine’s website says:
“This is your opportunity to learn online, at home, with expert family-history tutors”.
Registration is open for a range of interesting sessions throughout February – £10 each.
Act quickly if you’re reading this Journal online before the printed version is despatched a
week later!  For £35, Family Tree offers a series of three webinars: “Learn about DNA for
family history on the DNA Bootcamp, from 4 Feb, 6:30pm” (GMT).  Details:
 Three webinars: Thursdays 4th February, 18th Feb and 11th March, 6:30–8pm GMT.
 Opportunity for Q&A at the end of each webinar.
 A week after each webinar, there is a brief group follow-up session with the tutor,

helping to clarify your learning and solidify your knowledge: Thursdays 11th February,
4th March (not 25th February) and 18th March, 6:30–7pm GMT.

 Preparatory reading material is sent out to attendees prior to the first webinar.
 A handout is circulated to attendees after each webinar and each follow-up session.
 Recordings of the webinars and follow-up sessions will be made available after each

week and will remain accessible to participants for three months after the final session.
The above webinars are run by the very busy Michelle Leonard, who is also giving a
(free!) webinar on 6th February, hosted by ANESFHS Moray/Banff Group: “Using DNA
for family history”.  You can register via our website for this one.
chairman@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161

—oOo—
Library Report: Exchange Journals
I’m sure, like me, you look forward to receiving your Journal, and open it eagerly to see
what it contains this time.  Feedback from our members certainly indicates that they find
our Society’s Journal both interesting and informative.  Even though an individual article
might not have specific relevance to your research, it still makes enjoyable reading, and it
might give you some new ideas.
We exchange journals with about 100 societies in Scotland, the rest of the UK and indeed
worldwide.  These journals are, however, not as widely used by our members as they
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deserve to be.  If your ancestors came from a specific locality, then it’s worth joining the
relevant Family History Society for their knowledge and expertise.  But maybe you don’t
want to join another society if, like me, your ancestors are predominantly from North-East
Scotland with just the odd distant ancestor from other parts.  I have, however, found useful
articles in journals of other societies which not only gave me practical suggestions for
further avenues to explore, but also helped fill in my ancestor’s background in that area.
Some of my ancestors emigrated to Australia, Canada and the USA, and I have found
journals from FHSs in those countries very useful, in particular for suggestions about
different sources specific to that country.  It can also give you a different perspective on
family-history research.  And, of course, some articles – on people’s experiences with
DNA or with breaking down brick walls, for example – are relevant wherever you are.
But, whether or not you find other societies’ journals useful, they all make for very
enjoyable reading!
Just under half the journals we receive are in physical form, and these are shelved in our
library.  Increasingly, however, societies are sending their journals electronically. If you
can visit our Research Centre in King Street, the electronic journals can be read on the
computers there.  It’s hoped that these will eventually be available on the members-only
area of our website so that all our members can read them in the comfort of their own
home wherever they are.
library@anesfhs.org.uk Margie Mellis No. 2090

—oOo—

Publications List Update
Our volunteers are continuing to process and despatch your orders.  On our website, the
list of “Publications for Sale” was updated in October 2020.  New in stock:
Local History
LA025 Historical Guide to Braemar & District. £3·00 150gms
Military History
GM170 Kintore’s War: the First World War in Kintore (local men who

served).  Alison T McCall.
£5·00 120gms

GM180 Wartime Braemar: stories of local men who died in the two
World Wars & local activities to support the war effort.

£4·00 240gms

jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer  No. 14
—oOo—

Events Report 2020
Well!  That was truly a non-eventful year, wasn’t it?
I’ve really missed the regular attendance at the fairs and conferences which have appeared
in my diary for over 10 years now.  But the Travelling Roadshow is not losing heart, and
we hope to be back in business – who knows, perhaps by the end of this year?  Certainly,
one hopes for a return to a full programme next year, when I’ll be able to catch up with our
regular visitors.  All the best for 2021 – take care and stay safe.
jean.shirer@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer (Bookstall/Events) No. 14
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Publications Report 2020
The Publications information section of our website – “What’s New” – currently features
the latest Monumental Inscriptions booklet, The Kirkyard of Fordyce (AA076, £3, 150g).
New publications will be appearing there regularly for a short period of time each.
Work continues on “MI” items, and several are in the pipeline for 2021. The Kirkyard of
Nigg is at the printer and will be announced in our May Journal. In June 2019, Old Deer
was the venue for the Society’s Graveyard Outing.  After such an event, the odd problems
and further checking are dealt with by our MI coordinator Gavin Bell and a small group of
stalwarts – in this case assisted by Alison Cameron, a local archaeologist, and her team.
Insch and Rhynie are also receiving attention, so watch out for these during the year.
As always, the Society’s thanks go to all involved in producing these valuable aids to
family-history research.  I try to ensure that knowledge of this work is lodged with the
local minister and with any possible retail outlet in the relevant area.  So, please let me
know of any tearoom, newsagent or heritage centre I can approach as a potential outlet for
sales.  I’m not backward at coming forward to spread work of our Society’s work!
society.books@anesfhs.org.uk Jean Shirer (Society Books) No. 14

—oOo—
Book Review
Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry through Church and State Records by Chris Paton
(Pen & Sword Books, 2019), paperback, 162pp, £14·99. ISBN 978 1 52676 842 1
As eloping couples knew as they hurried north to marry in Gretna or made a day trip from
Ireland to marry in Stranraer or Portpatrick, Scotland is different. Despite the Act of
Union, 1707, Scotland kept its own legal and education systems, and its own state church,
the Presbyterian Kirk. Consequently, the backbones of family-history research, civil
registration and church records, Old Parish Registers (OPRs), have quirks of their own.
Scotland had statistical censuses every 10 years from 1801, though without collecting
personal information until 1841. More useful to today’s researchers, though, is the Veto
Act. Influential in parishes were heritors, patrons who influenced the appointing of new
ministers, until in 1834 the General Assembly passed the Veto Act, abolishing these
privileges. Now male heads of families in each parish were to be given a vote over new
appointments, and this meant that lists of eligible voters were drawn up annually, until
there was a legal challenge in 1838. The lists can be very useful as a census substitute.
In Scotland, if a child was born out of wedlock though the couple were free to marry, it
could be re-registered if the couple later married. If a birth took place away from the
parents’ usual place of residence, it needed (until 1934) to be registered in both localities.
Divorce has long been possible in Scotland.  The Edinburgh Commissary Court heard
cases and kept registers, 1684–1830; then divorce petitions moved to the Court of Session.
Kirk Session records give great insights into everyday life. Elders kept a beady eye on
parishioners, dealing with cases of drunkenness, blasphemy and failure to keep the
Sabbath.  Their main preoccupation seemed to be illicit sex and the consequences thereof.
Nothing escaped their censure – not even the case of an unwed young woman whose child
was stillborn.  Illegitimate offspring are often recorded in the OPRs, too; in my own
ancestry a Mary Gordon, born in 1752 in Cruden, is recorded as “begat of fornication”.
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Making Scotland not just different, but unique, are sasine records (pronounced “sayzin”,
we are told).  “Sasine Office” is chiselled above an entrance to the General Register Office
in Edinburgh. Dating from 1617, over 50,000 volumes record the transfer of even the
smallest plot of land; and there is help on how to explore these Registers of Sasines. There
is information, too, on how to find records on other forms of land tenure in Scotland.
Estate papers often record lengths of leases plus rents paid by the more humble folk.
Throughout this book, addresses are given, and websites too. The book will be handy for
those already living and researching in Scotland, but will prove utterly invaluable for those
living elsewhere. After posting the review copy to the Society’s library in King Street, I
shall be purchasing a copy of my own.
spthorshope@gmail.com Stella Pedersen No. 12914

—oOo—
100 Club News
The 100 Club gives our members the opportunity to win a cash prize while also supporting
the Society’s work.  All you need is a UK bank account, wherever you live.  The fee for
each number held is £12 per annum and is payable annually, in May, by banker’s order.
The payout is always 50 per cent of the income, and there are four prizes in the monthly
draw (1st 20 per cent,  2nd 15 per cent,  3rd 10 per cent and  4th 5 per cent of the income).
You must be a current member of the Society. If you decide not to renew your
ANESFHS membership, please also cancel your standing order for the 100 Club.
The draw takes place monthly, and we now pay winners via online banking. We need
to be kept up to date with any changes to 100 Club members’ bank-account details.
Winners are also announced in the Journal.  For further details, please see the current
Information Booklet on our website.  If you’d like to join, then please e-mail me (below).

No.
1st prize
(£24·40)

Mem.
No. No.

2nd prize
(£18·30)

Mem.
No. No.

3rd prize
(£12·20)

Mem.
No. No.

4th prize
(£6·10)

Mem.
No.

Nov 18
Angus
Pelham Burn 19808 109

Richard
Field 935 92

Teresa
Shewell 4883 123

Sue
McFarlane 15807

Dec 55
Richard
Field 935 76

William
Watson 8320 131

Sheila
Foote 11337 138

Jacqui
Farmer 20728

Jan 124
Jeanette
Terry 14978 19

Elaine
Muir 20837 26 Anne Gray 12641 98

James
Illingworth 2542

100club@anesfhs.org.uk Teresa Shewell No. 4883
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

“Who was Sandy?”
In Journal 157 (Nov 2020, pp. 39–42), I wrote about researching
my Murray family and in particular Alexander Aberdein Murray,
my great-uncle Sandy (1897–1916).
On behalf of the worldwide current members of the Murray
family, can I express our thanks to Anne Park (ANESFHS’s expert
on First World War casualties with North-East Scottish
connections) for finding this photograph of Sandy in his naval
uniform in the Aberdeen Weekly Journal dated Friday, 8th

December 1916. This is only the second photograph of Sandy that
we have ever seen.
Many, many thanks, Anne – you have made our year.
reidnib.research@hotmail.co.uk Laurence J Stewart No. 2742

Lucky Connections from Journal Entries
Some years ago, I sent the Journal a story concerning my great-grandfather. A 3rd cousin
in Aberdeen read it, checked my Ancestor Chart at King Street, and contacted me.  He was
able to confirm a family story about my great-grandfather’s elder brother who was killed
at Sebastopol during the Crimean War.  He also sent me a copy of a poem, supposedly
written by his mother about this 18-year-old boy’s death, which my mother remembered
seeing framed on a wall in her grandmother’s house in Aberdeen. I had tried consulting
the archives in Inverness, where the family originally came from.  My mother thought it
was a newspaper cutting she had seen, but I could find no trace.  It was really exciting to
get this information from my 3rd cousin, as well as the whole family tree which his cousin
had done.  I have become stuck on one or two lines of my Ancestor Chart (this Journal’s
centrefold) and really must try to get back to the OPRs in the library when it opens again.
My story concerned a photo in the Journal taken, I think, by George Washington Wilson
when King Edward VII opened Marischal College in 1906.  My father, aged 10 at the
time, told me lots of funny stories about the occasion.  The king was notorious for being
late, and the Salvation Army band was marching up Union Street trying to keep the crowd
happy.  One tune they played was the hymn “By and by we’ll see the King”.  This amused
the crowd – as did the “Welcome” banner draped over the St Nicholas Kirk graveyard
railings.  My mother’s grandfather, Andrew McBain (then aged 63), tailor and clothier in
Marischal Street, was also waiting to see the king, who was now so late that, when his
carriage finally did appear, the crowd were not giving him a very enthusiastic welcome.
My great-grandfather was upset about this, and so, as the carriage approached, he stepped
forward, removed his top hat and bowed low – and the king bowed to him in return.
It was this little story that my 3rd cousin picked up on.  He recognised the name, as his
great-grandfather was my great-grandfather’s eldest brother.  I subsequently got masses of
information from him, so it was a lucky Letter to the Editor.
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John Janeway fought in the US Civil War (1861–65).  His military pension included
benefits for a surviving spouse when he died.  In 1927, when Janeway was 81, he
married an 18-year-old.  The US Army was still paying Gertrude Janeway her widow’s
pension when she died in 2003, nearly 140 years after the war ended.

I am writing this on 5th August 2020, the 106th anniversary of the 2nd Highland Field
Company Territorial Force Royal Engineers’ Embodiment and Notice to Join.  My father’s
document reads: “You are hereby required to attend at 80 Hardgate not later than 8am
o’clock that day.  Should you not present yourself as ordered you will be liable to be
proceeded against.”  It is dated 4/8/14 and signed by the Adjutant, Capt. R.E., whose name
I can’t read.  They entrained for Bedford, so they would have arrived by this time!
A few years ago, I wrote my father’s memoirs, starting with all the WW1 stories he used
to tell about his experiences in the trenches.  These were written for his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren (one of whom joined the army, and I felt responsible).
christinabooth65@yahoo.co.uk Christina L Booth No. 1958

Story of Andrew Coutts
This story was written down by my father’s cousin, Donald Coutts (born 1910), who
emigrated to South Africa, but it was also told to me by other relatives.

Andrew Coutts of Deeside was pressed into the service of Cumberland’s army during
the march to Aberdeen chasing Bonnie Prince Charlie in 1745–46. Andrew was not
very keen on the royal service, but the alternative was to risk being shot, so he kept
quiet and bided his time. This came when Cumberland left Aberdeen and took the road
to Inverness. He camped at Old Meldrum, and Andrew took off one night and made his
way across country until he came to the small croft of Angel’s Well, run by a Mr John
Anderson, his wife and their daughter, Jane. Andrew had a way with him, apparently,
and persuaded this family to shelter him until the army went north.
Then he settled down to farm life. However, they had to be very careful, because the
hunt for such as Andrew was up, and, if found, he and the family sheltering him would
have been shot. Later still, he married Jane and settled there. The small croft was
gradually extended, much of it by trenching by the spade, and later by 12-oxen plough,
until by my time it was about 80 acres. Also by that time, the name had been changed
from Angel’s Well to Old Balgove, apparently because of its nearness to New Balgove,
at the time of the mapping of Scotland by the army in the 1880s.

In researching my father’s family history, there is Andrew Coutts, born on 11th April 1760
in Oldmeldrum to John Coutts, and who married Ann Anderson on 16th April 1817 at
Balgove, Tarves parish. Ann Anderson was born on 14th November 1794 in Auchterless
to Alexander Anderson and Mary Morrison. She died on 11th July 1865 in Old Machar,
and the informant was her son, Alex Coutts, of Old Balgove, Tarves. Andrew Coutts died
on 9th November 1846 and is buried at Daviot.  In the 1841 census, he is living at Old
Balgove, aged 80, with Ann aged 46, their children and his mother-in-law, Mary Morrison.
None of this fits with the family story above. I would be grateful if anyone has any further
information or suggestions.
plewin33@gmail.com Patricia Lewin No. 13557
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Discovering ANESFHS and King Street
I live in Canada and have visited Scotland 18 times, first with my parents as a child to
attend a gathering of the Clan Gordon in Huntly.  My Gordon grandfather was born in
Aberdeenshire, and my dear grandmother was born in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), daughter
of an Aberdeen doctor, Dr James Craib, and his wife Christina Taylor Mackie, who had
moved there to take care of the health needs of tea-planters from North-East Scotland.
My interest in family history was tweaked in November 1986. While my husband and I
were flying from Nova Scotia to Scotland, I read a brief article in a fashion magazine (of
all places) about ANESFHS on King Street in Aberdeen. Several days later, as we sat in a
taxi at a traffic light, I looked up and realised we were on King Street – so I jumped from
the car with no explanation to my husband and said I would meet him in two hours back at
our hotel. He was floored!  Thus began my lifelong quest for my family history.  At that
time, the ANESFHS office was a dark old storefront with a wooden counter and dingy
windows. An equally old-looking lady asked if she could be of any help. She drew back a
curtain – and I was transported to a James Bond movie, for in front of me was a bank of
what looked like shiny slot machines, the banks of info that held from where I came.
I am proud of my ANESFHS membership, and searching for my family story has been like
a seabird’s quest of beyond. As a child, I remember walking along Aberdeen’s docks with
my Dad, thinking and knowing in my heart that my ancestors had walked along here well
before me. Since belonging to ANESFHS, I have met many of my cousins, some very
distant but all with tales of the family that I can relate to. Meeting these people makes me
happy but also sad that I had not met them so much earlier in my life. We have visited
each other in Canada and in Scotland, and the relatives have the surnames of Middleton,
Bruce, Watt, Craib, Taylor, Emslie and Mackie, to name a few. It has also been wonderful
and fulfilling to meet and to connect with people here in Halifax whom I have found to be
related to me and whom I had known previously before making the connection!
So, thank you, ANESFHS, for opening new doors for me. Bydand,
laneycragg@gmail.com Elaine F Gordon No. 10197

Digital Access to the Historical Censuses 1861–1911
I am contacting you because I believe local and family-history societies deserve better
access to the historical census, i.e. those of 1861–1911, and of course 1921 in due course.
This digitised resource, funded by The National Archives out of taxation, has been limited
in its utility by the paywall which is operated by Ancestry.com and others.
I have written an article explaining why this arrangement impairs local historical studies,
and why it should be amended. The location of the data I have used to illustrate this
argument has little to do with your area, but the principle is the same: making the public
pay twice to see public records is no longer acceptable.
Here is the link to the paper.  By agreement with the publisher, Edinburgh University
Press, there are no copyright limitations. So, please distribute the paper to your members
as you see fit. Just click on the link:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345503693_Making_the_Census_Count_
Revealing_Edinburgh_1760-1900

Richard Rodger, FRHS, FAcSS, Professor Emeritus, University of Edinburgh
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Articles

Andrew Edward of Nigg: A (Not-So-)Respectable Farmer
Andrew Edward, my great-great-grandfather, born in 1796, lived all his life at South
Kirkhill farm in Nigg parish, Kincardineshire.  The 80-acre farm lay just south of the city
of Aberdeen, on the outskirts of Torry. Despite seemingly lacking the wanderlust of some
of his relatives, his life had its ups and downs, including a couple of scandalous episodes.
Andrew was the third child of William Edward and his wife Christian Norrie, who had
married in 1790 – but, as his elder brother had already died, it was Andrew who inherited
the tenancy of the farm upon the death of his father in 1827. At that time, he was aged 34
and still single. The family were members of Nigg Parish Church, and Andrew became a
“pillar of the establishment” when he was elected as an elder the following year, taking
over from his father, who had served as an elder for 30 years.
After a long bachelorhood, Andrew got married on 11th June 1839, at age 43, to 22-year-
old Janet Taylor, daughter of Robert, a mason, and his wife Janet Bisset of Anstruther,
Fife. I believe that the couple must have met when Janet was visiting her sister Isabella,
whose husband was the keeper of the nearby Girdleness Lighthouse.  (See Journal 134,
February 2015, pp. 19–21, about my family connections between Nigg and Anstruther.)
His wedding should have been one of the happiest times of Andrew’s life – but, only six
days later, he was relieved of his duties as church elder. At their wedding, it must have
been obvious that Janet was heavily pregnant – and in fact she gave birth just over three
weeks later. It did not take much to deduce that the couple had engaged in ante-nuptial
fornication. Andrew could no longer continue as elder, in which capacity he would be
seen as a role model for the community. He acknowledged his sin by letter. Meanwhile,
Janet had returned to her parents’ home in Fife, presumably to await the birth, Andrew
being due to follow her. It seems likely that the child, William, was born in Anstruther,
although the parish register and census records give his birth in Nigg.
It seems strange that the couple waited so late in the pregnancy to get married – but they
may not have been certain of their compatibility. There is certainly evidence that all was
not well at the start of their married life. Up until his 40s and his sin with Janet, Andrew
had, as far as is known, led a respectable life – but his reputation was about to sink even
lower. On 24th January 1841, the minister informed the Kirk Session that a young woman
named Janet Smith from Footdee, Aberdeen, formerly servant to Andrew Edward, had told
him she wished to appear before the Session in connection with her fornication. She duly
appeared and stated that she had left the parish in July last, being with child to her then
master Andrew Edward, and she had given birth to a girl on 15th October (1840). She had
been forced to prosecute Andrew for expenses, as he had only given her £5, of which £3
was due as wages. The minister informed the Session that Andrew had called upon him at
the manse and did not deny his guilt. On 21st March, Andrew appeared before the Kirk
Session, where he repented of his sin with Janet Smith and was then absolved from
censure. It is clear that conception must have taken place about mid-January 1840, i.e.
about seven months after Andrew’s marriage to Janet Taylor.
These very public revelations must have serious affected all concerned. The scandals must
have been particularly hard on Andrew’s 80-year-old mother, who was still living at
Kirkhill. Following these scandalous events, however, Andrew’s life appears to have

Articles
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settled down again, as he pursued the typical activities of a prosperous middle-aged
farmer. Apart from running the farm, he found time for leisure pursuits. There are various
newspaper reports of him acting as a judge at ploughing competitions. His knowledge and
expertise in this field must have been well regarded. He is also reported as a prizewinner
in a local agricultural show for two of his fillies.
South Kirkhill farm appears to have been very profitable, as Andrew was able to invest in
part-ownership of several local ships, as well as acquiring a tenement property in Torry.
Andrew and Janet went on to have five children, so they obviously managed to put his
earlier indiscretions behind them. Their marriage, however, was cut short after less than
nine years when Janet sadly died at the age of only 31. The cause of her death is not
known, but it took place only three months after the birth in 1847 of my great-grandfather,
James Tulloch Edward. Andrew was left to bring up the children, the eldest only eight
years old, which he did with the aid of two nurses.
Andrew died of phthisis (tuberculosis) in 1860 at the age of 64, having made a will only a
month before his death, leaving everything to his five sons. There is no mention of his
illegitimate daughter, nor her mother Janet Smith. The value of his estate was £1,383 10s
11d, a large sum equivalent to about £130,000 today. In his later years, Andrew must have
been rehabilitated within the church, as one of his executors was the Nigg parish minister.
Andrew and Janet are buried in the Edward family lair in Peterculter Kirkyard.
My previous article referred to an item in Andrew’s estate inventory listing a debt owed to
him by a Catharine Anderson in Cellardyke, Fife. I have now identified her as Andrew’s
sister-in-law. This debt dated from 1841 when she was the widow of Robert Anderson.
Further to the fate of Janet Smith and her daughter, my previous article referred to the
1851 census record of a Mary Edward, aged 11, born in Aberdeen, being a visitor in the
household of Robert and Janet Taylor in Anstruther (Andrew’s parents-in-law). I stated
that Mary was obviously related in some way to the Edwards of South Kirkhill, though I
had yet to establish her identity. It later occurred to me that this might in fact have been
Andrew’s daughter with Janet Smith, and that he had eventually taken on responsibility for
her and given her his surname. I searched in later censuses without success, then looked
for her in the ScotlandsPeople death index.  In fact she had died in 1859, eight months
before her father, having been registered as Mary Smith or Edward. The informant was
her mother. The cause of death at the age of only 18 was heart disease, from which she
had suffered for several months. Before her death, she had worked as a nurse in domestic
service.  Mary is buried in St Clement’s Kirkyard in Aberdeen’s Footdee district, where
she and her mother are commemorated on a fine gravestone.
I had therefore been wrong in thinking that, because of the Kirk Session proceedings
following Mary’s birth and the fact that there was no mention of her in his will, Andrew
had wanted nothing to do with his daughter. On the contrary, Andrew must have arranged
for Mary to enjoy at least one holiday in Anstruther with his in-laws. It also seems
extraordinarily generous-spirited of Robert and Janet Taylor to offer accommodation to
their widowed son-in-law’s illegitimate daughter.
The identification of Mary and of Catharine Anderson is further evidence, if any were
needed, that the Janet Taylor who married Andrew was indeed the daughter of Robert
Taylor and Janet Bisset. Additional confirmation is also given through two DNA matches
with people descended from the Taylor/Bisset line.
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As for Mary’s mother Janet, she had been born about 1804 in Portsoy, Banffshire, to
Daniel Smith, a shipmaster, and his wife Sarah Skakle. The family moved when Janet was
very young to the harbourside district of Footdee in Aberdeen. When she got involved
with Andrew, she was about 36 years old, so actually not such a “young woman” as she
was described in the Kirk Session minutes. Janet continued to live most of her life in St
Clement Street there, working in 1851 as a laundress and later as a sick-nurse. She died in
1888 in Aberdeen at the age of 85. Surprisingly, she had made a will, her estate being
valued at £111 17s 3d, a sum equivalent to about £10,000 today.
Main sources consulted
Old Parish Registers Wills and Testaments, National Records of Scotland
Civil Registration certificates Monumental Inscriptions
Nigg Kirk Session Register of Doctrine and Discipline Censuses of Scotland

r.j.carson@talktalk.net Robert Carson No. 4293
—oOo—

A Monumental Mistake
Recording Memorial Inscriptions is an
exacting job – and, faced with worn,
damaged, mossy, lichened and half-hidden
gravestones (to say nothing of good old-
fashioned Human Error), we sometimes get
things wrong.  So, it comes as a bit of a relief
to discover that, just occasionally, the errors
are not ours but are the fault of whoever
commissioned or made the monuments.
Here is a case in point from the Kirkyard of
Nigg. This is the wording on the west face of
the plinth of a monument topped with a cross.

And this is the east face of the same
monument.
The lettering is quite clear – but, if you
read it carefully, you will see that it does
not make much sense: “IN MEMORY OF”
appears twice, and the wording suggests
that May Pittendrish [sic] was the wife of
Christina Pittendrigh.
Can you work out what has gone wrong?
(Solution on page 41.)
Our newest MI booklet, The Kirkyard of
Nigg, will soon be on sale (code AA075;
£7·50); see website and the next Journal.

mis@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell (MI Co-ordinator) No. 4085
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The male line of Gordon of Cluny, 1695–1878

The Gordons of Cluny and Braid
Forfeited Jacobite estates, salmon fishing on the Spey, the East India Company, Tobago
plantations, land ownership and improvement in the North-East. These were just some of
the routes to the fortune of the Gordons of Cluny. John Gordon, 4th of Cluny was called in
1858 the “richest commoner” in Scotland and the “most hated man” in the country for his
treatment of tenants on the islands of Barra and South Uist.  What was their story?
John Gordon, 1st of Cluny
These Gordons were not the first “of Cluny”.
The last of the previous line was advocate
Kenneth Gordon. He succeeded his brother
and nephew in 1729 with a diminished estate:
brother Robert had come unstuck in his
association with John Law’s Mississippi
venture in 1719, the French “South Sea
Bubble”, and his nephew had been a Jacobite.
The new house of Cluny was originated by
John Gordon, born c. 1695. He may have
descended from the Gordons of Cairnfield in
Rathven. What we do know is that he trained
as a lawyer and was close to Cosmo George, 3rd

Duke of Gordon. He was the duke’s factor and
acted as secretary to the Duchess of Gordon.
One of John Gordon’s tasks was to advise the
duke on taking full advantage of neighbouring
estates which had been forfeited after the ’45. This was possible because Alexander, 2nd

Duke had turned his back on the Jacobites in 1716 and pledged himself to the Hanoverian
crown. As factor, John Gordon ended up managing much of Badenoch and Strathspey,
and was responsible for leasing Fort William to the Government in 1754.
John Gordon is said to have profited from leasing salmon rights on the River Spey, which
he held as a tacksman to the duke. In 1740, he was trading as a merchant in Edinburgh.
He obtained the estate of Cluny between 1745 and 1747 and was granted the Gordon of
Cluny arms in 1753. He continued as factor to Alexander, 4th Duke of Gordon (1743–
1827), and looked after Alexander’s interests as tutor before he came of age.
As factor for the ducal estates, he was remarkably well placed to take advantage of
opportunities to acquire properties in Moray, on occasion picking up the title to lands
where creditors had defaulted. He was renowned for his miserliness. Ninety years later,
the Banffshire Journal reported that “his habits were of the most penurious description”,
and an acquaintance observed that “every shilling he got within his fingers stuck to them”.
John Gordon married Mary Lindsay, a “south lady”, and had four sons (Cosmo, Charles,
Alexander and James) and two daughters: Jean, who died unmarried, and Katherine, who
married James Ross from the factor’s office.  John died in Fochabers in 1769.
Cosmo Gordon, 2nd of Cluny
Cosmo, the first son, was born about 1736. He was called after the 3rd Duke, whose name
was inspired by the Jacobite, Cosimo de Medici, Grand Duke of Tuscany. Cosmo studied
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law at Marischal College in Aberdeen and was admitted as an advocate in 1758. He had
political ambitions and was elected MP for Nairn in 1774.
On losing his seat in 1777, he was appointed as one of the six Barons of the Exchequer in
Scotland by Henry Dundas, Viscount Melville. As a member of the Court of Exchequer,
he had responsibility for adjudicating on tax and revenue matters. One of his tasks was to
review the costs of managing excise in London, where he was responsible for introducing
bonded warehouses. He was a Dundas crony and a member of many of the influential
clubs and societies of Enlightenment Edinburgh. One such was the Mirror Club, which set
itself against “parvenu wealth” and for rustic simplicity.
Cosmo became heir to his father in 1770 and proceeded to expand the Cluny estates,
buying up lands in Moray, Nairn and Aberdeenshire. In 1772, he was wealthy enough to
lend £10,000 to the Earl of Seaforth. He was a noted agricultural improver who saw that
he could gain by giving his tenants incentives to invest in the early years of their leases.
Cosmo married Mary Baillie of the Carnbroe family in 1786. He died, childless, in 1800
in his Edinburgh home, having spent time in Bath and Buxton for his health. He left a
large property estate and moveable assets of £50,653. This equates to over £4 million
after inflation and £50 million in modern-day wealth. Legatees included his siblings as
well as Henry Dundas, Adam Smith and Lord Monboddo.
Charles Gordon of Braid and 3rd of Cluny
Charles, the second son, was born about 1740. Like his father, he trained as a lawyer and
acted as agent for the 4th Duke of Gordon.  Among other topics, he advised in 1778 on
raising a company of Highland Fencibles, suggesting that musters be enlivened “with one
or two good pipers. The musick and the whisky are powerful in rousing the martial spirit
and even creating it, I find”.
Charles and his brother Alexander were said by Jervise in his Epitaphs & Inscriptions
from Burial Grounds & Old Buildings in the North-East of Scotland (1875) to have
acquired “vast riches” through a sojourn in India in the 1760s. This was a time when
fortunes could be made quickly through murky practices surrounding gifts from local
potentates and tax farming through the East India Company.
On his return, he was able to buy the 412-acre Braid estate in Edinburgh, and he built a
mansion. He married Joanna Trotter in 1775. They had three sons (John, Alexander and
Cosmo George) and three daughters (Charlotte, Joanna and Mary).
In 1788, Charles benefited too from Henry Dundas’s patronage, becoming one of the
principal Clerks of Session responsible for managing the Court of Session. Meanwhile, he
extended the Cluny landholdings. For instance, around 1800 he bought much of the parish
of Slains from Sir James Callander of Crichton. He inherited Cosmo’s properties in 1805.
Charles died in 1814 at Braid House. He appears to have inherited his father’s
parsimoniousness. The Times recorded that “as he advanced in years his passion for
saving became a perfect disease. He declined to move about for fear of incurring expense,
and latterly he refused to get up out of bed on the ground that he could not afford it.”
Alexander Gordon of Belmont, Tobago
John Gordon’s third son, Alexander, was born about 1742. In 1773, he was wealthy
enough to buy the recently established Belmont plantation in St John, Tobago from its
original owners, the Gordon brothers from Mains of Penninghame in Wigtownshire.



Page 30 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS February 2021

Planters benefited from investment in a trading store by Glasgow merchants, Houston and
Paterson. Stock was held there awaiting shipment while the merchants provided working
capital and carried the risk. Land valuations rose rapidly: a Mr Fergusson bought 300
acres in that parish in 1773 for £4,000, valued on his death four years later at £15,000.
These were uncertain times on Tobago: there was a slave revolt in 1774, it was attacked by
American privateers in 1777, and in 1781 the French invaded. It was Alexander who met
a Lieutenant Johnstone of the Marines on landing to announce the arrival of the British
fleet, only for Alexander to inform him that the island had already capitulated. As it
turned out, the French were happy to derive revenue from the Tobago sugar trade while
requiring the planters to swear allegiance to France. Not all the Scots planters on Tobago
stuck it out: the Fergussons abandoned and had their estate forfeited in 1787. There was
also a hurricane in 1790 and “disastrous” crops in 1789 and 1791.
Alexander left Tobago before 1800 for London. By then, he owned three plantations:
Trois Rivières, Spey Side and Bacolet. The last generated income of £30,000 in 1799.
Alexander died in 1801 in Bath, leaving his estates to his nephews John and Alexander
and legacies to his nieces. To the “mulatto woman Mary wife of John Gordon carpenter in
Tobago”, who may have been his mistress, he granted freedom and an annuity of £40.
John Gordon, 4th of Cluny
John Gordon, 4th of Cluny, succeeded his father Charles.  Born in 1776 in Edinburgh, he
was sent to Norwich School before studying at St John’s College, Cambridge. In 1800, he
was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal Aberdeenshire Light Infantry, but soon
afterwards he went off on his Grand Tour, accompanying George Hamilton-Gordon, 4th

Earl of Aberdeen, for part of the time. He was noted for carving his name on many
antiquities – signatures which can be seen today.
In due course, John inherited the property of his father and uncles, sharing with his brother
Alexander £12,483 (a relative value today of £14·4m) in compensation from the
Government in 1838 for 653 slaves on the three Tobago estates. His inheritance included
estates in Scotland and Tobago, and East India Company stock. In 1820, he started to
rebuild Cluny Castle, south of Monymusk. Most of the work was completed by 1840.
He became MP for Weymouth and Melcombe Regis in 1826, and he seems to have had
one eye on gaining a peerage. He proved very unpopular in Weymouth, and this elevation
never happened. His voting record was anti-Catholic and anti-emancipation, and he
favoured West Indies interests.
John was active in the Scottish property market, purchasing Shiels, Kebbaty and Midmar
in 1834.  He added the Clanranald estate on South Uist and Benbecula, and bought the isle
of Barra from the trustees of Colonel Roderick MacNeil.  The Hebridean purchases were
expensive, though at knockdown valuations. Having had success in the North-East, he had
grand plans to profit from improving the economy, but his ventures failed. He then tried
unsuccessfully to sell the estates, and decided on full-blooded clearance as his only option.
In 1847, John Gordon gained notoriety for his actions on Barra and South Uist, thereby
becoming the “most hated man in Scotland”. While he had improved his estates and
provided employment, he required many tenants to leave their smallholdings for marginal
land on the coast. There they grew potatoes which suffered from blight, leading to famine.
He gave some aid but was reluctant to give more.  In 1848, he forced the mass emigration
of around 3,000 tenants to Upper Canada, though he paid for passages and forgave arrears.
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He blamed the poverty on the islanders: “they have uniformly thwarted all my efforts to
put them in the way of maintaining themselves and their families by their own industry,
and have rendered the property of no value, but rather a heavy encumbrance”.
He died in Edinburgh in 1858, claimed in his obituary to be the “richest commoner in the
northern part of the kingdom”.  He had assets of £2m (£197·7m allowing for inflation, and
£2,142m in relative terms). He seems to have inherited the family trait of meanness, with
the Banffshire Journal observing that his habits were “most laborious, as he took a
supervision of the entire properties – nearly every receipt for rent, we believe, being
signed by his own hand”.
He was father to four children with his housekeeper Margaret McKay, whom he never
married. In 1837, he wrote a will to protect the interests of his surviving children, though
this was subsequently to be the subject of litigation by his nephew, Major-General Charles
Henry Gordon. In time, the Gordon of Cluny estate passed to the family of his brother
Alexander’s daughter Maria Frederica Gordon, who had married Robert Linzee.
John Gordon, 5th of Cluny
John Gordon, 5th of Cluny, succeeded his father. He was born in 1820 at Kinsteary Lodge
near Nairn. Through a deed of entail in 1859, he inherited the entire Cluny estate in
Scotland: Cluny, Shiels, East Blairdaff, Midmar, Slains and Kebbaty in Aberdeenshire;
Buckie in Banffshire; Kinsteary in Nairnshire; the islands of South Uist, Benbecula and
Barra; and Braid, Craighouse and Canaan Park in Edinburgh.
John married Clara Margaret Jean White in 1862 on the Isle of Wight, with a wedding
feast at Cluny Castle. She died in 1864, and in 1865 he married Emily Eliza Steele
Pringle, who came from another family with plantation connections. She was later known
as Dame Gordon Cathcart and was notorious in her own way. With her second husband,
she tried to make the estates on the Western Isles pay, and she continued to promote
clearances. John Gordon had died in London in 1878 and had no children with either wife.
The Gordons of Cluny
The Gordons of Cluny did much to earn a reputation for avariciousness and miserliness.
Members of succeeding generations seemed ever ready on the one hand to take advantage
of fellow landowners on their uppers and lacked sympathy for poor people. Several of
them could be exceedingly frugal in their own expenditures. John the 4th was one, though
he did build lavish stables at Cluny Castle to indulge his love of horses.
They were serious about agricultural improvements, to the financial benefit of themselves
and their localities in the North-East. John the 5th was the first to introduce the steam
plough to Aberdeenshire, in Slains in 1872, and was a prominent cattle-breeder. He was
reputed to have spent £400,000 in improvements to Buckie harbour and the surrounding
area.  This went hand-in-hand with rationalisation of farm holdings and depopulation of
the countryside, further demonstrating how the Gordons of Cluny played a significant role
in transforming rural Scotland in addition to their involvement in the plantation economy.
Acknowledgements
I would like to thank Kate Brial (no. 13272), Peter Reid (no. 8855) and Mary Scott (no.
4376), who responded to my Journal query 154/2 (Feb 2020) for leads on the Gordons,
and to Neil Bruce of Banchory, who has been pursuing parallel research.
derrick.johnstone@educe.co.uk Derrick Johnstone No. 22321



Page 32 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS February 2021

Old Documents Found: A Cassie Family Story
When our Edinburgh Group last met in January 2020, I was given some papers for safe
keeping.  The Scottish Genealogy Society had received them in 2017 from Jim Horton in
Oxfordshire, who occasionally buys and restores dilapidated Victorian/Edwardian sewing
boxes.  These papers had been in a box he bought on eBay from someone who had cleared
out a house in London and was selling off items the family didn’t want.
Jim paid £15 for the walnut sewing box.  When it arrived, he was surprised to find it full
of these papers, as well a tiny posy of dried flowers which fell apart on contact.  Box and
contents had that “attic” smell, so he assumed it had been put away and long forgotten.
Having read the letters, his conscience wouldn’t let him throw them away.  We are glad he
took the trouble to pass them on – and we hope readers may identify some connections.
The most recent document is a 1936 right-of-burial certificate for a lair in Aberdeen’s
Allenvale Cemetery, and the earliest is an Old Machar proclamation of banns from 1863
(see front cover).  There are a few postcards and unidentified photographs, but most of the
papers are telegrams of congratulation on a marriage in 1903; certificates relating to the
bride’s scholastic high achievements, and testimonials to her excellence as a teacher; and
letters to her and to her son, who later became a minister of the Free Church of Scotland.
The Cassie family background
Alexander Cassie was born in 1827 in Aberdeen to James Cassie, a tailor, and his wife
Barbara Webster (m. 1816 Aberdeen).  In the 1841 census, aged 14, he lived in College
Bounds, Old Aberdeen, with elder siblings Mary, Frederick and James, younger sister
Barbara (10), and their parents.  In 1851, Alexander (24), now a pianoforte-maker for the
rest of his working life, was with his mother, five siblings and a servant in Crown Court,
off Union Street.  In 1861, he was still there with his elder sister Mary (41), a milliner
employing 11 girls; their brother Francis (38), a draper; and a young domestic servant.
Mary Ross Cassie
Alexander married Mary Ann Robertson in 1863.  Daughter, Mary Ross Cassie, was born
in 1864 – but her mother died in 1866 aged 30.  In 1871, Mary was a scholar aged 7, living
at 4 Black’s Buildings with her father and a servant.  They were all still there in 1881.
Papers in the package shed light on Mary’s education, tastes, talents and career.  In 1876
and 1879, she gained certificates for, respectively, having shown proficiency in and having
obtained a prize for “Freehand Drawing of the First Grade, at the Annual Examination of
Children in Elementary Day Schools” across Great Britain.  Certificates from the national
Committee of Council on Education show that she passed the Second Grade Art exams in
“Freehand, Geometry & Model drawing (all Excellent)” in December 1882, and in
“Perspective” a year later.
A newspaper cutting from 1884 gives “The results of the July examinations for admission
into the Aberdeen Established and Free Church Training Colleges”.  For the Free Church
Training College,

The number of female candidates for all Scotland at this College was 616, of whom 478
had been … pupil teachers.  Of these, 190 passed first class … At this College 61 sat, of
whom 27 have passed first class … Scholarships have been awarded to the twenty
candidates who stand highest:– …



February 2021 Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS Page 33

Sixth in this College list is “Mary R. Cassie, Watson Street, Aberdeen, 16th of do.” – i.e.
of all results in Scotland – awarded £10 (first place received £18).  It appears she was the
highest-ranked in this College who had not had the advantage of being a pupil teacher.
In November 1886, she passed elementary exams in music from The Tonic Sol-Fa College
and also received glowing testimonials from James Allan, her former headmaster at Skene
Street Public School, and from the Principal and two lecturers at the Free Church Training
College in Aberdeen, where she had excelled.  A similarly stellar tribute came from James
Selkirk, minister of the Free East Church, who had known her intimately for the last 13½
years.  “Her home life has been a thing beautiful to look upon, and memorable in the highest
degree. … I know of no one whom I can so highly recommend as a teacher of youth.”
In the 1891 census, Mary was a Government Teacher aged 27, living at 29 Hamilton Place
with her father, who had been steadily knocking a year off his age and was now “60”
though really 64.  By 1901 they were at nearby 20 Whitehall Road; Mary was “36” and a
“Teacher in Gov’t School”; dad was holding steady at “70” and was now retired.
In May 1903, Mary married a bachelor five years her senior, David McGregor, who lived
nearby at 30 Argyll Place with his mother.  He was a Superintendent Telegraphist with the
Great Northern Telegraph Company.  Many telegrams of congratulation were received,
from such as “The Staff of the Great Northern”; “the Ashley pupil teachers”; Margaret
Anderson and “the girls you left behind at Ashley”; and “Cameron Street” in Stonehaven.
The happy couple honeymooned in the Caledonian Temperance Hotel in Callander, where
the bride lost a brooch.  It was found and posted back to their home, 30 Argyll Place,
where her father now also lived.  David and Mary rented this property from at least 1917
until June 1918, when they purchased it.
In April 1904, a son, David Alexander Ross McGregor, was born.  One of the letters of
congratulation received was from Maggie Yule of 9 Albert Terrace, Aberdeen:

My dear little Stranger. I take it for granted you are little, or have you come in the style my
Father used to say was best – “With tacketty boots on”.

David was enrolled in Class B of Aberdeen Grammar’s Preparatory School for the winter
term 1910–11 (14th November to 27th January).  In the 1911 census, the family, including
Mary’s father now aged “82”, was boarding with fellow Scots in Clapham, London.  Her
husband still had the same occupation.  They appear to have lived in London for a time:
the death of Mary’s father at age “87” (88) was registered in 1916 in Edmonton district.
At David jnr’s 16th birthday in 1920, his parents wrote to him in Palmers Green, London
N13, where he was attending Fox Lane School and had evidently suffered poor health the
previous year.  David jnr went on to become a scholarly Free Church minister.  He married
Ellen Mitchell in 1967 in Glasgow, and died aged 95 in May 1999 in Paisley.  An obituary
of this most interesting man can be found online.
Mary was a widow living at Ellerslie, Cults, near Aberdeen, when she died aged 87 on 7th

November 1951.  The most recent document in the collection is a 1936 lair certificate for
burial in No. 265 in Compartment 2 of Allenvale Cemetery’s 1931 extension.  It was
bought by Mrs Margaret Taylor or Leslie, widow, of 298 Hardgate, Aberdeen.  When she
died in 1945, the right of burial passed to Miss Mary Leslie at that same address.  Does
any reader know of a connection to the Cassie or McGregor family?
journal@anesfhs.org.uk Ivor Normand No. 4161
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Rathven Parish: Changing Boundaries and Genealogical Implications
In terms of its boundaries, and their effects on the historical records, Rathven is one of
North-East Scotland’s most problematic parishes.  It had a greater area and population
than many other parishes, and this led to problems in providing its inhabitants with places
of worship.  The parish also fell victim to the somewhat arbitrary and illogical frontiers
between Banffshire and its neighbouring counties.  All of these have left their mark on the
historical records.
When the ancient parishes were parcelled out, and churches built, the theory was that
every parishioner should be within reasonable walking distance of the kirk, which should
be large enough to accommodate all parishioners.  However, the theory sometimes failed,
and people could find themselves too far from, or crowded out of, their parish kirk.  One
result was that anomalous situations arose at both the eastern and the western ends of
Rathven parish.
At the eastern end, the accessibility problem was solved by annexing the area quoad sacra
to the parish of Cullen.  The relevant area was defined by the writer of the original
Statistical Account of Scotland (c. 1790):

The annexed part of the parish of Rathven, quoad sacra, is of extent about 3 miles in
length, and 2 in breadth, forming together the figure of a quadrant, having a straight
line on the N. and E. and the segment of a circle on the W. and S.

The fishing village of Portknockie is the main place affected; others include Bauds,
Brunton, Cruats, Cullen House, Denhead, Denside, Farskane, Hillhead, Old Mill,
Sharralds, Slack and Tochieneal.  According to the New Statistical Account (c. 1840), the
“annexed area” had in 1793 a population of 505, compared to a total of 3,019 for the rest
of Rathven.  No source gives a date for the annexation, but it appears to have been in force
before the end of the 17th century.  This has implications for: (1) the Old Parish Registers
of baptisms and marriage, (2) the post-1855 civil registers of births, deaths and marriages,
and (3) the census.  In greater detail:
1. The earliest surviving OPRs for Rathven parish are dated 1716.  However, the records

for Cullen survive as far back as 1642 (for marriages) and 1668 (for baptisms) – and, as
early as 1689, the Register of Baptisms for Cullen includes persons resident in various
of the places listed above in the “annexed part”.  Before that date, places of residence do
not appear to have been recorded, but the Registers may still include people from
Rathven.  Around 1839, the anomalous situation of people in the “annexed part” was
partly regularised by the erection of a new church at Portknockie, known as “Seafield
Church”.  However, the Seafield district was not (as happened elsewhere) immediately
erected into a separate parish.

2. With the introduction of civil registration, the inhabitants of the “annexed part” were
“repatriated” to their original parish of Rathven – but only for one year, because in 1856
a new Registration District was set up, called “Seafield”, which appears to have
coincided with the “annexed area”.

3. In the censuses for 1841 and 1851, the “annexed area” appears in Enumeration Districts
of the parish of Rathven – although only after an attempted land-grab by the Provost of
Cullen in 1841 had been ruled out of order by the Sheriff.  However, from 1861, it
appears separately under Seafield.
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A similar problem of distance and overcrowding existed at the western end of the parish,
but a rather different solution was adopted.  A “chapel of ease” was built in 1785 and
given, as its catchment, a strip stretching from Portgordon inland as far as the boundary
with the parish of Keith, and including parts of the parishes of Rathven and Bellie.  The
sub-parish was given the name “Enzie”, an ancient name covering much of the western
part of Rathven parish.  A “chapel of ease” would usually have recorded its baptisms and
marriages in the main parish registers, but, for some reason, Enzie did not abide by this
rule.  The situation was further complicated by the fact that, until the great revision of
1891, the boundary between Banffshire and Moray did not follow the course of the River
Spey but lay some distance to the east, splitting the parish of Bellie – although,
confusingly, it did not coincide with the boundary of “Enzie”.  As a result, there are
implications for (1) OPRs, (2) civil registers and (3) the census:
1. Enzie started keeping its own separate registers of baptism and marriage around 1835,

and these are included in the canon of the OPRs.
2. With the start of civil registration in 1855, Enzie became a Registration District, and

remained one until 1936.
3. Registration Districts were normally also taken as the basis for Enumeration Districts in

the census – and so Enzie has appeared in different places for census purposes:
In the 1841 census, Portgordon, and areas to the south and east, are included in Banffshire
and are described as “Part of Rathven”, where they appear as Enumeration Districts 1–4.
The area to the south-west of Portgordon was assigned to Bellie in Moray, but seems to
have confused the Enumerators.  ED4 and ED5 of Bellie between them completely cover
that part of Enzie – but there is also an ED6, which is described as “So much of the quoad
sacra parish of Enzie as lies in the parish of Bellie …”, but which turns out to be a slightly
truncated duplicate of ED5!
In 1851, Enzie is divided between Banffshire (as Rathven EDs 9–12) and Moray (Bellie,
District of Enzie, EDs 1–2).  From 1861 on, all of Enzie is enumerated in Banffshire.
In 1889, the “Local Government (Scotland) Act” set up a Boundary Commission to
rationalise the many oddities which had sprung up over the years in the boundaries of
parishes and counties.  As part of this tidying up, which took effect in 1891, the county
boundary between Banffshire and Moray was moved so as to place Bellie completely in
Moray – but, while the lands concerned were almost all within the district of Enzie, the
Commission’s report does not mention the name.  Enzie continued, however, as both a
Registration District and as a distinct district of Banffshire for census purposes after 1891.
The territory (but not the boundaries) of Rathven and its satellites appears on sheets 28 and
29 of the present-day Ordnance Survey “Landranger” 1:50,000 series of maps.  The same
area appears on sheets 95 and 96 of the 19th-century OS One-inch maps (2nd edn) as
reprinted by Caledonian Maps, and available on the National Library of Scotland website
(https://www.nls.uk/collections/maps).  These show the boundaries of Rathven – but the
boundaries of Cullen quoad sacra (a.k.a. Seafield) and of Enzie quoad sacra do not seem
to have been recorded on any map.  It is possible to deduce the boundaries from the census
records; and detailed lists of the places concerned are given at:

https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/sct/BAN/Rathven/locations
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/sct/BAN/Cullen/locationsQS
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/sct/BAN/Enzie/locations
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Parish of Rathven: burial grounds and MIs
There are four burial grounds in Rathven: the original parish kirkyard on the eastern edge
of Buckie; the Roman Catholic burial ground at St Ninian’s, Tynet (also known as
Chapelford); and the cemeteries at Burnside (western edge of Buckie) and at Hillhead, to
the west of Portknockie.  Moray Burial Ground Research Group (https://www.mbgrg.org/)
list MIs for the parish kirkyard, Burnside Cemetery and St Ninian’s.  ANESFHS has
published MIs for Hillhead Cemetery (catalogue no. AA088).
mis@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell (MI Co-ordinator) No. 4085

—oOo—

Davidsons: Aberdeen Market Gardeners
Davidson Drive, Davidson Gardens and Davidson Place are street names today in the
Sheddocksley/Northfield area on the western edge of Aberdeen where my great-uncle,
William Davidson, operated a large market garden in the early 20th century.  In fact, the
Sheddocksley property represented the culmination of over 100 years of Davidson market-
gardening experiences in and around Aberdeen.
William seems to have been the name of choice for my market-gardening ancestors (here
referred to as I, II and III).  The story begins no later than 1846, when William Davidson I,
a gardener at Burnside, married Elizabeth Williamson. Various records indicate that
William was born around 1813 in Peterhead (to Robert Davidson, a joiner, and his wife
Margaret Milne), and that Elizabeth was born around 1821 in Urquhart parish, Moray.
Early gardening details appear in 1847 and 1848 Aberdeen Journal newspaper articles,
with William Davidson from Burnside winning various awards at Aberdeenshire
Horticultural Society Exhibitions (Market Gardeners Association) for his vegetables.  The
1847 article also states that he was appointed as a “professional” member on the society
council, so it appears he was well established in the industry by then.
The garden’s location is variously denoted as “Burnside”, or “Burnside on Stocket Road”,
or “Stocket”.  The 1851 census gives the family address as “Woodhill Road, Burnside”.
William I operated the Burnside gardens on leased lands until about 1854. In an 1854
Aberdeen Journal notice, the property is advertised as being available for lease:

House and Garden near Aberdeen to be let. The Possession on the Burnside on the
Stocket Road measuring about 13 acres at present occupied by William Davidson,
gardener. To be let with entry at Martinmas.

Where William and his family went after that is a bit of a mystery, but the 1861 Scotland
census gives a clue: two of his children were born in Ireland (George c. 1856 in Wexford,
and Mary c. 1858 in Dublin).  About that time, the Aberdeen Militia had been deployed to
Ireland, filling in for Gordon Highlander units that had been redeployed from Ireland to
Gibraltar and Corfu. One possibility is that William was connected with the Militia, but
further research is needed to verify this. The Militia returned to Aberdeen (Dublin Daily
Express, 8th May 1858), and in 1861 William and family were living in Gordon Street and
again operating a market garden, this time in the Ferryhill area of Aberdeen. At that time,
this area had a large number of market gardens, mills, breweries and distilleries.
In 1863, at age 49, William I died suddenly under unusual circumstances: he drowned in
the Ferryhill mill lade.  A post-mortem confirmed the cause of death but gave no details as
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to what might have happened (his body was discovered floating in the lade early one
morning). The death was classified as accidental; and, according to one newspaper, “It is
conjectured that he had fallen in to the Lade”.
William left his widow, Elizabeth, and eight children (Helen aged 16, William 15, Robert
13, Elizabeth 11, John 9, George 7, Mary 5, and Johanna Taylor Davidson 14 months; all
ages approximate). Elizabeth continued to operate the Davidson market garden into the
1870s with her children and hired help. The 1871 census shows her gardening 17 acres,
employing three labourers and two boys.  The eldest son, William II, married Mary Fraser
in 1875. The 1881 census shows this couple, their three children, a gardening assistant
and one servant at the Ferryhill property.
Valuation Rolls indicate that by 1885 the business had expanded to include farmland at
Hillhead of Hilton, Woodside.  However, like his father, William II died relatively young,
in 1894 of pneumonia at age 46. William left his widow, Mary, and nine children (Helen
aged 17, Elizabeth 15, William 14, Johanna 12, Mary Jane 11, Robina 6, James 4, George
2 and Jessie 1; all ages approximate).  His personal estate showed that, by the time of his
death, William II had acquired a number of investments and was leasing three properties
in Aberdeen.
Like her mother-in-law, Mary continued the operation of the market garden with the aid of
her older children (1901 census). The business continued to prosper into the 1900s, with
Valuation Rolls showing Mary Davidson owning properties in Hilton Place and a shop in
Bon Accord Street, and leasing lands in Clifton Road, at Hilton Farm and at Ferryhill. In
1908 when her eldest son, William III, married Isabella Walker, his occupation was given
as market gardener and residence at 66 Hilton Place. Mary died in 1918, and the market-
garden business was passed on to William III.
In about 1925, Aberdeen Town Council acquired lands in the Hilton area for residential
expansion, and the gardening operation had to move – this time to the Sheddocksley area
to the west of the city. This was a large property that became the source of a significant
amount of produce for the Aberdeen market.  It was later described in a newspaper notice
as consisting of 138 acres, a six-room farmhouse, two cottars’ cottages and a seven-acre
walled garden. Over time, William III sold some of the produce through his shops in the
New Market (at numbers 42, 43 and 44) and in the Gallowgate.
The Sheddocksley property continued to operate in the 1930s–40s with family and a lot of
hired help.  My grandparents, my father (nephew of William III) and four uncles resided in
one of the cottages from about 1928–37. During that time, my dad recalled having to get
up very early in the mornings, working for long hours before going to school, and having
to work until dark when he got home. No time left to do homework often meant trouble
next day at school. Many school days were lost due to gardening demands.
In 1948, William III died at age 68 following a stroke. The market garden then passed to
his widow Isabella – and, as they had no children to continue the business, she decided to
give it up. In September 1948, the New Market shop was advertised for sale, and the city
advertised the availability of the Sheddocksley lease. In November 1948, an auction sale
was held in which an extensive list of farming and gardening equipment, tools, furniture
and farm animals were sold.
Thus the long run of Davidson market gardens, which dated back to at least the 1840s,
came to an end. The gardens had progressed through three generations of Davidsons. In
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all cases, the wives played key roles in determining the future of the business, with each
male Davidson head of the family dying at a relatively young age. Elizabeth (Williamson)
and Mary (Fraser) were both able to keep the market gardens going when William I and
William II died in their 40s. Isabella (Walker) was left to dispose of the assets when
William III died in his 60s.
Today, much of the Sheddocksley land has been developed for residential purposes, but
the Davidson name lives on through the local street names, as referenced above.
Sources
Ancestry (www.ancestry.com): Scotland census transcriptions
British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk)
Doric Columns (www.doriccolumns.wordpress.com)
Gardyne, Charles Greenhill (1903), The Life of a Regiment: The History of the Gordon Highlanders, vol.

2, 1816–1898
Personal recollections from nephews of William III:
 George Davidson (1922–2014)
 Bill Davidson (1918–86), from Memories and More: Bill and Nancy Davidson by David Davidson

(unpublished)
Scotland’s People (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk): Birth, Marriage, Death records; Wills and Testaments;

Scotland census records, Valuation Rolls

ajkdavidson@shaw.ca Allan Davidson No. 17589
—oOo—

Aberdeen Combworks: Stewart Family History (continued)
An article in Journal 157 described the founding by John Stewart (1810–87) of the
company that became Aberdeen Combworks, and gave an account of his life and fortunes.
Sir David Stewart (1835–1919)
David Stewart was born in Aberdeen, the eldest son of the above John Stewart and Mary
Irvine, and was baptised in St Nicholas Church on 29th July 1835. In the 1851 census,
David (aged 15) was living at Cotton Lodge, Old Machar, Aberdeenshire with his parents,
eight siblings and their servants, as detailed in Journal 157. David was educated at Dr
Tulloch’s Seminary, the Gymnasium, Old Aberdeen.  He graduated from King’s College,
Aberdeen in 1855, and spent a year on a grand tour of Europe, Egypt and the Holy Land
before joining his father’s combmaking business.
On 19th July 1860 at North Lodge, King Street, Aberdeen, David (24), comb manufacturer,
married Margaret D. Brown (23), daughter of David Brown DD, professor of theology,
and Catherine Brown (née Dyce). Witnesses were George Carr and David D. Brown.
David and Margaret Stewart went on to have 11 children, of whom eight were alive in
1911. These included David Brown Douglas Stewart (born 1862), Alexandra Catherine
Dyce Stewart (1863), William Dyce Stewart (1864), Mary Stewart (1865), Julia Charlotte
Stewart (1868), Margaret Isobel Stewart (1871), George Irvine Thompson Stewart (1872),
Jessie Josephine Stewart (1873) and Charles Stewart (1876).
In the 1861 census, David and Margaret resided at Carden Place with two servants. By
1871, David (35) was a master combmaker, and they were at 259 Union Street with five
children and three servants.  They were still there in 1881, with eight children at home and
three servants. David (45) was now shown as a comb manufacturer employing 700.
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Detail from “Sir David Stewart
of Banchory, Lord Provost of
Aberdeen (1889–1894)” by
William Quiller Orchardson
(1832–1910), Aberdeen Art

Gallery & Museums

For the next 20 years, David, in addition to running the comb-manufacturing business,
played a full public role. His list of achievements includes:
1883–84: President of Aberdeen Chamber of Commerce
1885–88: Member of the School Board associated with the

Guild, serving for two years on the Finance Committee
1885–89: Dean of Guild
1889: elected to Aberdeen Council, representing Ferry Hill

ward
1889–1900: member of University Court
1889–94: Lord Provost of Aberdeen
1891–1919: director of the Great North of Scotland Railway

(chairman from 1904)
1896: knighted.
He also served as a Rector’s Assessor at the University of
Aberdeen and as Deputy Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire and
Kincardineshire.  In the 1895 General Election, he stood
(unsuccessfully) as a Unionist candidate in Aberdeen South.
David also served on the Harbour Board, was a Scottish
Lighthouse Commissioner and was a Vice Admiral.
While Lord Provost, he was associated with no political party. He had four declared aims:
 To construct a street from Castle Street to Commerce Street
 To extend the city to include Old Aberdeen, Torry and Woodside
 The opening up of Marischal College to Broad Street
 The acquiring of ground between Old Aberdeen and the Inverurie

Turnpike to build workmen’s houses.
He did not achieve the last. The Stewart Park was named for him.
During his time, the Free Library was opened as part of the
development of Union Terrace (see coat of arms behind the Robert
Burns statue; source: Aberdeen Daily Journal, 13th October 1919).
David and Margaret have not been identified in the 1891 census and
may have been abroad, but some of the family were residing at
Banchory Lodge, Banchory-Devenick, Kincardineshire, former
residence of David’s father John Stewart, who had died in 1887.
1896 knighthood

By command of her Gracious Majesty the Queen, Dr David Stewart of Banchory House had
the honour of being summoned to Balmoral Castle on Saturday for the purpose of receiving the
honour of knighthood.  Dr Stewart left Aberdeen by the 9:30 train for Ballater, en route for
Balmoral.  At Ballater Station, he was met by Dr Profeit, commissioner to Her Majesty the
Queen, who drove him to the castle.  Here Dr Stewart was entertained at luncheon, and
afterwards was knighted in the usual form by the Queen.  Sir David was the only one at this
time to receive the distinction at the hands of Her Majesty.  In the afternoon the new knight left
the castle, Dr Profeit driving him back to Ballater where he took the train back to Aberdeen.
His surprise arrival at the Joint Station was marked by firing detonators and a spontaneous
demonstration.  (Aberdeen Journal, Monday 8th June 1896)
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In 1899, Stewart, Rowell Stewart & Co. bought up some smaller combmaking companies
in Aberdeen to form Aberdeen Combworks (later known as ACW), with Sir David as
chairman and his eldest sons David and William as managing directors.
In the 1901 census, Sir David Stewart (65), landed proprietor, retired from managing the
Combworks, was residing at Banchory Lodge with his son William (36, single, manager of
ACW) and daughters Alexandra (37) and Julia (32). The household also included seven
domestic servants, a groom, a retired farmer and his wife. Sir David’s wife, Margaret,
does not appear in the household on census night.
In 1903, ACW took over the Scottish Comb Company, a business set up in Aberdeen by
Birmingham businessmen. In 1840, Stewart, Rowell & Co. had had 40 employees. By
1850 this had increased to 245, and by 1906 it was over 1,000. In 1850, the company was
producing 9 million combs per year, and this had grown to 25 million per year by 1906.
The Valuation Roll for 1905 shows that Sir David Stewart owned 32 estates in the parish
of Banchory-Devenick, 50% of which were farms.  He was referred to as the “Laird of
Banchory”. It is also believed that he owned several properties in Aberdeen.
In the 1911 census, Sir David Stewart was visiting London. Residents at Banchory Lodge
were his wife Margaret (74), their son William Dyce Stewart, and four domestic servants.
William was still single and Managing Director of Aberdeen Comb Works.
Sir David Stewart LLD, landed proprietor, died at Banchory House on Saturday, 11th

October 1919, aged 84.  Monday’s Aberdeen Daily Journal carried a detailed article, “The
Late Sir David Stewart. Notable and Varied Career of Public Service”, ending as follows:

Sir David Stewart married in 1860 Margaret Dyce, eldest daughter of the Rev. David Brown,
DD, LLD, Principal of the United Free Church College.  He is survived by Lady Stewart and
the following sons—David Brown Douglas, Drumduan, lieut.-colonel and hon. colonel, 4th

Battalion Gordon Highlanders (VD); William Dyce; and George Irvine Thompson, FRCS,
Ipswich, county medical officer of health for East Suffolk.  The daughters are—Alexandra
Catharine Dyce (Lady Reid), widow of Major-General Sir Alexander J. F. Reid, KCB; Mary,
wife of Professor Niven, Aberdeen University; Julia Charlotte, Margaret Isobel, and Jessie
Josephine, wife of Mr Louis Slade Winsloe, Cheshire.  Lady Stewart was associated with her
husband in much of his public work, and in that sphere, as in private life, acquitted herself with
a grace and charm which were a fitting complement to the qualities which distinguished Sir
David.  She, it is of interest to record, in presence of the Town Council in February, 1899,
inaugurated within the Town House the electric lighting of the city.  To her and the other
members of the family the sympathy of the city and of many personal friends will be extended.
The funeral takes place on Tuesday, and there will be a service in the Banchory-Devenick
United Free Church.

His wife died in 1920, aged 83. The family are interred at St Devenick-on-the-Hill (the
former UFC). William died in 1920, a few months after his father.  Sir David’s eldest son,
Colonel David Stewart, died in 1935, described as a “landed proprietor”, with no mention
of being a comb manufacturer. Thus, after 100 years, the link between the Stewart family
and the combmaking business was severed.
Sources
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk Aberdeen Journal; Aberdeen Daily Journal
https://www.aberdeencombworks.co.uk www.findagrave.com
ANESFHS booklet: St Devenick-on-the-Hill MIs (Parish of Banchory-Devenick)

klm.seafield@gmail.com Lawrence McAllister No. 1114
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A Monumental Mistake: The Solution
By the later 19th century, production of tombstones, once a skilled craft, had become
extensively mechanised, with steam machinery to cut and polish the stones, and pneumatic
chisels to carve the inscriptions.  The result was often, as in the case of popular designs
like the cross-on-plinth, despatched as a kit of parts, to be assembled at the burial ground.
Anyone who has ever wrestled with the
instructions for assembling an item of
flat-pack furniture will know the multiple
opportunities which this can allow for getting
things wrong!  In the case of this gravestone
at Nigg, the erection team have managed to
assemble the various elements of the cross in
the correct order by size, but have not got
them in the correct orientation.

But if the slab immediately beneath the cross-
shaft is turned through 180 degrees …
… then it all comes right.
Amazingly, no more than 5 yards away stands
another cross-on-plinth stone which exhibits
exactly the same fault.
From now on, I shall look very carefully at any
gravestones using this style of construction.

mis@anesfhs.org.uk Gavin Bell (MI Co-ordinator) No. 4085

—oOo—

Brought Up in Scranton, Pennsylvania
Hearing that the new US President had been born in Scranton, Pennsylvania was one of
those light-bulb moments. During the long weeks of the first UK lockdown in spring
2020, I had been trying to unravel some of the threads of my Alexander family from St
Cyrus in Kincardineshire, and I remembered Scranton had arisen in this context. Joseph
Alexander, my 3g-grandfather, was born in 1778 in St Cyrus, and had seven children there
with his wife Christina Taylor, who was from St Fergus in Banffshire. Joseph was an
agricultural labourer and carter. I had traced five of their children fully, one partially, and
one not at all.  The second-youngest boy, also called Joseph and born in 1818 in Mains of
Lauriston (I am afraid there are a lot of Joseph Alexanders in this story), remained elusive,
and I assumed he had died. But, using a bit of lateral thinking, I found him working as a
tailor in the 1841 census in Princes Street, Dundee, two doors up from his parents and his
sister Janet. He was married to Catharine Ross, from Sutherland.
Unfortunately, over the next two years, Joseph lost his wife and his baby son, both to
tuberculosis. Joseph would have been 26 at this point; I believe he remarried within two
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years and had two more children – George, born in 1847/8, and Joseph in 1848/9. I can
find no records for these births (although Florence Grubb Alexander – see below – noted
on a passport application that her husband Joseph had been born in Golspie, Sutherland in
1848 … and his father Joseph’s brother Alexander was working as a mason in Golspie at
that time).  But I found this out late; in the meantime, there being no trace of him in 1851,
I checked the foreign travel entries … and noted that in 1849 a tailor, Joseph Alexander,
sailed from Glasgow to Boston with his wife Christina and sons George and Joseph. In
1850 the family are in Connecticut, where they had four further children – twins Anna and
Catherine, a daughter Christina and a son John.  They then moved to Carbondale in
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, where youngest child William was born.  Their son
Joseph later recorded his father as having, in 1868, built and occupied the first three-storey
brick building in Carbondale, which is adjacent to Scranton, also in Lackawanna County.
The family was still there in 1880. In 1882, a notice appeared in the newspaper in Dundee
recording the death in Carbondale of William, youngest son of Joseph Alexander, late of
St Cyrus. This seemed to me confirmation that this was my Joseph – but I also found
another piece of evidence. Also in Carbondale in 1870 were James and Jessie Wark from
Scotland, their sons John and James, and daughter Jane, who had emigrated in 1865. In
1880, Jessie (now referred to as Jane, and a widow) was with sons James and John, and
James’s wife Lydia. James was a brakeman on the railroad, and John a labourer. This is
Janet (or Jane, or Jessie) Alexander, Joseph’s sister, who moved from Dundee to Glasgow
with her husband James Wark in the 1850s, but whom I couldn’t trace in Scotland after
1861. The location of Carbondale sounds too much to be a coincidence. Janet Alexander
Wark died in 1897 aged 82, and her death notice in the local paper records her as the sister
of Joseph Alexander. She is buried in Maplewood Cemetery Carbondale.
I can’t trace Joseph after 1880, but his wife Christina died in 1895, survived by her sons
Joseph and George and her twin daughters (according to the newspaper). So, her other
children (Christina, John and William) had predeceased her. The report also confirms she
came from Sutherland and married had Joseph in 1846. I believe both Joseph and George
were tailors like their father. George S. T. Alexander moved to Pontiac in Michigan after
a messy divorce from his wife, Nellie – he had accused her of desertion and infidelity, and
she attacked him with a gun (but without injury). He subsequently worked in real estate.
They had three daughters. Grace attended her grandmother’s funeral in Carbondale in
1895 but died in Pontiac in November 1897 while giving birth to her first child, George
Alexander Moreland. She was only 21. George Moreland subsequently lived with his
father Franklin and stepmother in Pontiac. Helen meanwhile became a nurse and married
a physician, Clarence Starker, also in Pontiac; they had no children. Blanche, the eldest,
appears to have remained single and worked in Brooklyn, New York, also as a graduate
nurse. George himself died in 1917 and is buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Pontiac.
Joseph jnr meanwhile stayed working as a tailor in Scranton, next to Carbondale, and
married Florence Grubb in 1881. They had one son, Joseph Grubb Alexander, born on
Christmas Day 1885. I believe Joseph G.’s father committed suicide by shooting himself,
in 1908. The newspaper report indicates laconically: “He had long been melancholy”.
Joseph G. had qualified as a civil engineer two years earlier. In 1910, the unmarried twins
Anna and Katie Alexander were staying with Florence and Joseph Grubb Alexander in
Scranton. Two years later, Anna and Katie donated $10,000 towards a new building for
the YMCA in Carbondale in memory of their father and mother, Joseph and Christina
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Alexander. Presumably this was a legacy from their father – astonishing that a tailor
should have been able to make so much money, and from very humble origins.
Like Joe Biden, Joseph Grubb Alexander didn’t stay in Scranton but sought greater things.
He changed professions, moving to Los Angeles with his mother by 1917 and becoming a
very successful screenwriter at Warner Bros films. A note on him suggests that by the
time he signed for Warner Bros “he drew one of the highest salaries of any screenwriter”,
and he worked with some of the major names, including John Barrymore and Barbara
Stanwyck.  In 1920, he married Elynor Ernst, a musician originally from Seattle. In 1930,
Florence was living in rented accommodation on Sunset Boulevard, while Joseph G. and
Elynor owned a house on Kling Street. Florence had also been travelling, applying for a
passport in 1924 and confirming her intention of visiting Great Britain, Holland, Belgium,
France, Italy, Switzerland, Spain, Norway and Sweden. Her description is also precise –
did she write it herself? Only five feet tall, small mouth, firm chin, grey eyes, high
forehead, pale complexion, Grecian nose.  Her passport photograph corresponds!
Unfortunately, Joseph Grubb Alexander died of pneumonia in LA in 1932 aged only 46,
leaving no children, and Florence died in 1935. Anna and Katie had also died by the
1940s, so the little dynasty built by Joseph Alexander, a tailor from St Cyrus, died out
(unless George Alexander Moreland produced offspring?).  But Carbondale still has the
YMCA building, built with money left by Joseph to his daughters – and maybe Joe Biden
from nearby Scranton knows the building.
lindasmith@metronet.co.uk Linda Smith No. 22285
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Journal Submissions
Submissions to the Journal are always welcome.  Please send text and images separately (not embedding
images in a document), e-mailed to journal@anesfhs.org.uk or queries@anesfhs.org.uk
Prospective articles and other items should have genealogical and North-East Scotland content.  Articles,
extracts or images may also be published on the Society’s website or may be re-used in subsequent
ANESFHS Journal editions.  All submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail.
The next Journal will be published in May 2021. Last date for submissions is 6th April 2021.

Format – Please type your article on a computer and send it as an e-mail attachment.  Sorry, we no longer
accept handwritten submissions.  Source/reference lists are fine, but we prefer no footnotes/endnotes.
Illustrations – For best reprographic results in the Journal, please send images at the highest possible
resolution.  We have limited space, and the A5 size format means that the quality may be somewhat less
than you expect.  If you wish to send any originals, then please contact the Editor (not the Centre at King
Street).  If you require originals to be returned, then please state this clearly and include return postage.
Permissions and credits – We can only publish copyright material if due permission has been obtained
and is included.  For copyright material, and for all photographs and other images, please always state the
source (publication, website, photographer and so on).
Length – Keep it reasonably short, please.  We have limited space, so long articles may be edited.  If you
have a really long tale to tell, then why not write it as two (or more) parts?
Computer details – Please use a format that can be read by a PC running Microsoft Word.  Any font or
size of text is acceptable.  If in doubt, send plain text.  If sending illustrations, any standard format is
acceptable – as long as these are in files separate from the text.
Advertisements – Electronic copy is preferred.  Note that the original size of the Journal is A4 before
photo-reduction to A5, and so a quarter-page advert should be prepared as 175mm (w) x 60mm (h).
The rates for advertisements, per Journal issue, are:
 £30.00 (black and white) or £45.00 (colour) per quarter-page (doubled for a half-page)
 £45.00 b/w or £60.00 colour for one third of a page (175 x 90mm)
 £90.00 b/w or £120.00 colour for a full page (175 x 270mm).

Writing to the Society
Please send all correspondence to The Family-History Research Centre (address on back cover).  To help
us be more efficient, please detail your requirements on separate sheets (with your name and membership
number) according to which service you wish to call upon or which office-bearer you wish to write to – or
use the appropriate e-mail address (see opposite page) to minimise delays.

Change of address
If you have access to the Internet, then PLEASE use the special form on our website to notify address or
e-mail address changes.  This form is processed automatically on receipt, ensuring fast service.  If you
write to the Membership Department, please quote your membership number.

Publications Sales
We stock a wide range of titles with emphasis on Scottish genealogy.  Individuals who are prepared to place a
standing order for all Society publications qualify for a 33% discount.  An up-to-date catalogue, Family and
Local History Publications for Sale, can be downloaded from our website.

For all information on publications and how to order, see www.anesfhs.org.uk, “Publications” tab.

Disclaimer
The Society cannot vouch for the accuracy of offers of services or goods that are advertised in the Journal, or be
responsible for the outcome of any contract that a reader may make with an advertiser.  Views expressed in
contributions are the author’s and not necessarily the Society’s. The Editor reserves the right to amend any
copy.  The Society Library does not necessarily hold copies of books quoted or referenced in this Journal.
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