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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Incorporating HALIFAX and DISTRICT 

 
Calderdale Family History Society was founded on the 7th March 1985. 
We aim  

• To encourage interest in,  and assist with, research relevant to the study of family 
history in Halifax and the Calder valley.  

Our area  

• Covers the modern Calderdale Council established in 1975, which broadly covers the 
same area as the Ancient Parish of Halifax, with the addition to the west of the town-
ship of Todmorden and Walsden. 

We do this by 

• Holding  meetings,  usually on the 4th Thursday of each month  (except December) in 
Halifax. 

• Publishing The Scrivener, a quarterly journal, in paper form for full members and on our 

website for internet members. Contact the Editor. 

• Publishing a monthly Newsletter for members who have an email address, and a Fa-
cebook page. Contact the Assistant Webmaster.  

• Hosting a website www.cfhsweb.com, and a members’ forum. Contact the Webmaster. 

• Running a Research Room at Brighouse Library two half days a week for personal 
research. Contact the Research Room co-ordinator. 

• Running projects to transcribe records relevant to members’ research. Contact the 
Projects Co-ordinator. 

• Publishing transcribed records. Contact the Publications Officer. 

• Providing an enquiry and search service from our records in the Research Room. 
Contact the Enquiry service Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining a list of members’ interests by surname and dates of interest, which are 
available  to members on the website. Each quarter new additions are published in 

The Scrivener. Contact the Members’ Interests Co-ordinator. 

• Maintaining an index of “Strays” (Calderdale people who appear in records else-
where). Contact the Strays Co-ordinator. 

Membership 

• Is open to all family historians who have an interest in the area. Contact the Member-
ship Secretary. 

• Annual subscriptions are £12.00 for UK individuals (£14.00 for family membership), 
£17/ £19 for Overseas 

• Internet membership is £6.00/ £8.00  which only provides information such as the 
journal on the Internet, but not on paper. 

• Subscriptions are due on the 1st of the month, on the anniversary of joining the Socie-
ty (cheques made payable to CFHS.) and should be sent to the Treasurer. 

• Overseas payments must be made in sterling, drawn on a bank with a branch in the 
UK, by Sterling Money Order. 

• Membership subscriptions may be paid annually by Standing Order: 
                Account Name : Calderdale FHS   Bank Sort Code : 30-93-76    Acc. No. 01670491 
                Reference to use : Memb. No. & Surname. (eg 1234Smith) 

• Credit Card payments for subscriptions and purchases of our publications may be 
made over the Internet via Genfair (www.genfair.co.uk). 

Contacting the Society 

• All correspondence requiring a reply must be accompanied by a S.A.E. Contact the 
Secretary or appropriate officer. 

• The names, addresses and email contacts of the Society’s officers and co-ordinators 

appear inside the back cover of The Scrivener and on the Society’s website. 
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THE  SCRIVENER 
 Publication Dates                             Deadline Dates for Copy  
 

SPRING  2019 (March)    FEBRUARY 18th 
 SUMMER 2019 (June)    MAY 1st 
 AUTUMN 2019 (September)  AUGUST 19th 
 WINTER 2019 (December)   NOVEMBER 11th 
 

Please note that, due my other commitments, the copy date for the 
Summer issue is MAY 1st. Editor. 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
 
Under the terms and conditions of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(2018) when you join Calderdale Family History Society (CFHS) as a 
member, or renew your membership, you agree that your personal infor-
mation will be stored in a retrieval system and saved as a hard copy.  A 
subset of this information is also held, securely, on the CFHS website for 
the purposes of allowing member access to the Members Only section of 
the website.   Names & E-Mail addresses only may be published in the 
Society Quarterly magazine, The Scrivener, for any member participating 
in the Members' Interests System. 
 
If you decide not to renew your membership, or your membership of 
CFHS lapses, all your personal information will be deleted from all retriev-
al systems (electronic or paper hard copy) after up to 24 months of your 
membership expiring. 
 
You may, at any time, withdraw your consent by contacting CFHS GDPR 
Controller by E-mailing systems@cfhsweb.com or in writing to the Society 
Secretary.   This may exclude you from the ability to use some of the So-
ciety's facilities. 
 
You may view the information that we hold by applying to the Membership 
Secretary - membsec@cfhsweb.com.   You may also view the Society 
Data Protection Policy and the GDPR Compliance Document by applying 
to the Secretary - secretary@cfhsweb.com 

Insurance Exclusions 
The insurance which we hold for certain activities undertaken by mem-
bers is limited to cover for members under 75 years of age.  Consequent-
ly, any member over 75 who is concerned about taking part in specific 
Society activities should contact the Secretary for clarification. 

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
mailto:membsec@cfhsweb.com
mailto:secretary@cfhsweb.com
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COVER PICTURE 
 

The Church of St John the Baptist (Halifax Minster) 
 
 

Peter sent me some photos of the churches we have been doing transcrip-
tions for, so I thought we’d  kick off with Halifax St. John - our ‘mother 
church’ 
 
A church has stood here since Norman times. It was rebuilt in 1274 by 
Vicar Turbard, and the present church, built by Vicar Wilkinson, dates from 
1438.  Parish rents and farm tithes, particularly from wool, made the parish 
rich. Halifax Parish Church became a Minster in 2009. 

Editorial 
 
Members’ Interests: It was decided, in the interests of Data Protection, not 
to include the addresses of the member expressing an interest. The right 
hand column gives the membership number. Names and addresses can be 
found on the CFHS website in the members’ area. If you don’t have internet 
access, the membership secretary should be able to help. 
 
Family Names: We decided to put Family Names in bold where they ap-
pear in articles etc.  This makes them stand out so they catch your eye if 
you are on the lookout for a particular name. But don’t forget to read the 
rest of the article! 
 
Sources of information: Seems to be a theme for this issue. Mary Twen-
tyman’s January Talk (Page 24) has some useful tips, and Ann Bennett 
(Page 30) has some interesting information on researching 16th & 17th 
Century ancestors - for anyone who has got back that far! There will be 
more from Ann in future issues, meanwhile she is happy to offer help, or 
hear from anyone with sources from that period.  
 
Thanks to everyone who has sent contributions to Scrivener. Keep them 
coming! 
 
Merry Christmas and a happy & successful New Year to you all. 
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CFHS Talk - November 2017 
Medieval River Systems & Ports of Yorkshire 

Stephen Moorhouse 
 
(This talk was accompanied by slides, without which much is lost. I 
have added a sketch map, which I hope will help a little, showing 
some of the rivers and towns mentioned. Some I can’t find and may 
no longer exist. Some may have been miss spelled. Anyway, here 
we go ….   Editor) 

 
Tonight’s talk is about the usage of rivers and inland ports of York-
shire in the medieval period.  I’m going to look at the inland ports, 
none of which survived.  I’m a landscape historian and I look at 
landscapes in a different way to  archaeologists and historians.  The 
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landscape historian uses the resources of a number of disciplines 
and merges them together.   

We’ll start with the Humber Bridge and you may think, why start with 
a modern bridge?  Well, the important point is that it’s the latest of a 
succession of river crossings at the mouth of the Humber, and the 
catchment area for the Humber covers most of Yorkshire.   

Not so many miles west of Hull, you’ve got a prehistoric crossing 
which carried flint tools from the North West of England down to 
Yorkshire, the Lincolnshire Wolds and beyond.  You’ve got a Ro-
man ferry crossing from Winterton.  You’ve got the Medieval cross-
ing, a series of ferry crossings and then most latterly, immediately 
before the bridge, you have the Barton-on-Humber ferry. Sadly, the 
bridge brought about the ferry’s demise, between Barton and Hull.   

This is the catchment area. You can see that most of the rivers, 
apart from the Esk and the Hull  issue into the Humber, one way or 
another. (According to the OS map, the Hull flows into the Humber, 
at Kingston upon Hull — as you might expect! Editor),  So, really, 
this part of Yorkshire from the prehistoric period right through, is a 
very important thoroughfare by water.   
 
What I want to do is look at the evidence for a number of ports, just 
to give you a flavour of the variety of evidence.  I’m going to start off 
looking at Aldbrough and Borough Bridge.  
 
This is the modern bridge, with the distribution of the territories of 
the entries in Domesday for Aldbrough, a Roman settlement with a 
market area attached to it. It developed through the Roman period, 
through the post-Roman period, into the medieval period and at 
Domesday, (1086), this is the breakdown of the estate.  You can 
see, it’s vast. Domesday actually refers to property and territories, 
not to where people lived.  It’s where they farmed.  This is a break-
down of the different types of jurisdiction, but all based on Ald-
brough, which is on the banks of the river. 
 
In the early 12th Century, the settlement moved to Borough Bridge 
which, literally means the borough by the bridge.  The Roman road 
came down here and by the 12th Century, it came straight down 
what is the present A1.  
 
To the north you’ve got Milby, and there,  you’ve got a slight depres-
sion.  These are the filled in harbours.  Here we’ve got an early 
route which is actually a Roman road.  Another Roman road comes 
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down and where that diverts, the Roman road actually carried 
straight on to Milby and the harbour installations which are off the 
river as you would expect.  We’ll be seeing another example of this 
in a few moments time.   
 
These are the port facilities here.  The port continued from the Ro-
man period, right through the medieval period. The evidence is a 
route which links Milby – the port - across the bridge at Bridge Hew-
ick, with Ripon.  The river wasn’t navigable above this point, so this 
is why Milby became so important, providing an out-port for Ripon 
when Ripon was founded in the 7

th
 Century.   

 
So, it’s not just a case of looking at where you think ports might be.  
It’s looking at the documentary evidence and looking at the evi-
dence for why they’re actually there.  I would think there’s very little 
evidence for this on the ground. 
 
The A1, a Roman road, describes the main ports:  Topcliffe, Bor-
ougbridge, Walshford, Wetherby, Ferrybridge and Doncaster.  
These are all Roman ports, with the exception of Topcliffe.  It’s 
slightly off the road but we’ll see where the port of Topcliffe is in a 
moment.   
 
In Domesday, Alshaw (possibly Ulshaw. Editor) was part of the 
Manor of Witton, but when you actually break it down into town-
ships, you end up with two blocks, East Witton and West Witton.  
That is Alshaw, which is part of East Witton.  Here’s the middle ham 
it’s quite clear why it’s called the middle ham because it’s between 
East and West Middleham (East & West Witton? Editor).  
 
I surveyed this many years ago.  A very tiny township; very compli-
cated landscape, that starts in the prehistoric period and goes right 
the way through to medieval period.    You’ve got all sorts of differ-
ent phases, different periods of activity ending up with a medieval 
sheep house complex.  It’s stepped up the hillside, stone walls and 
timber infrastructure. But more significantly for our purposes is that 
it was a medieval port. There are basins, one looking north west-
wards, and another looking the other way.  What they’d do is, fill this 
up with water, open the sluices that have now gone. Bring the barg-
es in, and close it up, drain the ponds if necessary, so that the barg-
es sat so they could be emptied.  These are medieval, almost cer-
tainly. There’s a series of them against the bank of the river,   one is 
almost certainly Roman. 
   
There is a Roman road from the Roman lead workings and it stops 
at Alshaw.  The reason it stops is that they’re transferring the lead 
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from carts to barges, to float down the river to Aldbrough, York and 
beyond.  
 
The  reason why this port survived through to the early medieval 
period: at Domesday and in the 11th Century, we know that Alshaw 
was tied tenurely to Wensley.  Wensley was the principal town, the 
centre of Wensleydale and gives its name to the valley.  They 
couldn’t get any further up the river than here, so they carried on 
this mercantile function and moved the material up by road to 
Wensley.  In the same way that Milby was the out-port to Ripon, 
Alshaw in the late Saxon, early medieval period was the out-port to 
Wensley.   
 
An aerial photograph shows Percy’s seat at Topcliffe.   I would im-
agine that before it was demolished, it would be like a castle with 
ornamental gardens around it. But then you’ve got this thing called 
Anchor Dyke.  It’s the original course of the river that has been cut 
off.  Clearly it is at a much lower level, more fertile soil, so it’s 
ploughed up and there are all sorts of things within it.  But it’s al-
most certain that there were walls around the outside edge, and all 
the years silting and slippage has taken place, and the warehousing 
and so on has been covered over.  
 
There is evidence, further down the rivers, where they’re quite 
broad and you can get navigable boats up there, the harbour is 
attached to several waterside residences.  So, it’s another aspect of 
the use of rivers that you wouldn’t normally think of. 
 
Let’s have a look at  the artificial watercourses; they did in fact build 
canals that are not used as such now.  One canal, the Dyke Car, 
ran from Huddleston to Caywood and carried the stone to Caywood 
and then on to York Minster. Then there is an artificial watercourse, 
that ran to Selby Abbey, and again, this carried the stone from Sel-
by to the Abbey itself, and the stone in the Abbey, if one looks at the 
documents, much of it came from Tadcaster.   
 
Some man-made water courses were created to widen existing 
streams to make them navigable, because during the 11th, 12th, 13th 
Centuries, it was very boggy and moving by land was very difficult.  
It was much easier to move around by water. 
 
Looking at the account rolls of Selby Abbey in the medieval period, 
the estates were supplied with goods by man-made water courses, 
and using existing water courses. The people who were involved in 
this trade, developed that use as a surname.  So, we’ve got miners, 
sailors, all sorts of things, shipwrights, that were required to have 
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surnames, which is why I agreed to give this talk to a society, be-
cause it’s an aspect of medieval surnames that people tend not to 
think of.  
 
There are the shipbuilding places that I’ve identified on the rivers.  
Obviously you only get shipbuilding where vessels can be sailed 
down.  There’s no point building ships up at Ulshaw for example, 
because you can’t get them down the river.  So, they usually con-
gregated at the mouth of the Humber and you get a difference be-
tween miner names and sailor names.  Miner names only go up so 
far.  Sailor names are found right the way up. Sailors were the peo-
ple who used the barges.   The miners were the sea-going captains.   
 
Hornington, a deserted medieval village, the earth works near Bol-
ton Percy, was a medieval fishing community.  You get these fishing 
communities dotted all along the major rivers, and we’ll come back 
to this at the end of the talk, because they create havoc.  Some of 
these like Weldrake, Morby, Kelfield, have got direct access to ma-
jor rivers like the Ouse and  the Derwent.  That was important.  Ma-
jor rivers, major estates in the post-Roman period, like Stamford 
Bridge for example.  Stamford Bridge was part of the great estate of 
Caton and that is why Stamford Bridge has survived.   
 
The York fabric rolls which are the account rolls for the repairing 
and maintenance of the fabric of the Minster are full of all sorts of 
incredible detail about the stone and how it was moved.  They took 
it to the nearest port, or the nearest landing and then up the rivers 
to York Minster, to the actual mason’s lodge. The mason’s work-
shop of any minster, any monastery, is always at the east end.  
There is a road called Stone Gate.  Now, place name scholars, 
looking at the place names of York, have been puzzled by it but the 
landing was under there.  That’s where the stone was landed, and 
then taken straight up Stone Gate to the Minster.  It’s part of a sys-
tem of bringing stone from the quarry, through the river systems to 
the Minster itself.   
 
Some Yorkshire stone went by water down the east coast, up the 
Thames to a series of major sites like Eton College and Windsor 
Castle, even right the way around to Exeter.  You can see from doc-
ument trails and stone identification from the geology.   
 
Coming more in to the Pennines, the source for mill stones was on 
the mill stone grits.  Clearly the obvious way to move them was to 
take them to the nearest water course.  I’ve just linked up places 
that were in the account roll that tells you where they took them.  
One example is by water to a landing at Wetfield Bridge and then by 
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road to Ackworth.  Again, down the river to Rothwell, to Leeds.  
Halifax, similarly.  
 
Now, the ports themselves were important as centres of commerce 
and centres of distribution.  Most townships linked to a major river, 
would have a landing place. They’re either called staithes or land-
ings or lendings.  A few of them I’ve actually located.  Others have 
got documentary evidence within the township, for a landing, but the 
name’s disappeared and we don’t know where it is.  It’s quite proba-
ble that all of the townships had one or more landing places.   
 
Riddlers, I mentioned that they were used extensively for fishing, 
one of many uses.  Fishermen were one of the worst aggressors of 
rivers, abusing them so there was no free flow of traffic up and 
down them.  The other difficulty is that the further you get down to 
the mouth of the Humber, the more you come in to contact with 
shifting sandbanks. The middle of the water course was called the 
thread, and like on contraflow systems, there were routes that they 
could take that often narrowed and these were clearly abused, es-
pecially where you get fishing weirs, which came out from one side 
to the other.   
 
An inquisition in 1317, one of hundreds and hundreds that are rec-
orded in the medieval period -  I’ve chosen this one because it 
seems to pull together a lot of the problems that existed with rivers. 
It’s taken from the towns and villages, in the townships of Selby.  
 
The result of the inquisition is that there will be ‘no damage or preju-
dice to the King or nuisance to men wishing to go by water’.  If the 
Abbott of Selby has a license to construct a weir in that water, now, 
that’s a contrary.  Some of the greatest transgressors or abusers of 
major water courses in Yorkshire, were the great monastic houses, 
York Minster, Selby and so on.  They would get an inquisition that 
would give them the right, with restrictions, and they’d forget about 
the restrictions.  
 
Up to the thread of the water on the town of Selby.  That means, up 
to the middle of the watercourse from Selby, because the usual 
course of ships is from the thread of the stream to the other bank.  
Now, that’s almost certainly because the major sandbanks, were 
more towards the southern side of the river than the northern side.  
But more importantly, it gives a clue to how they manage to get the 
boats up and down, and this was by tow-paths. The tow-path was 
on the north side.  There is still a public footpath shown on the first 
edition, down most of this stretch, because they’re actually pulling 
the boats.  They weren’t allowed to use the sails until they got into 
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the estuary proper.  So, there’s a great deal of management as to 
how the rivers were used.   
 
We’re looking at what is actually a series of water systems that 
were used extensively in the medieval period, for different things.  
The further you came down towards the Humber, the greater the 
activities were, the wider the range of things that took place.   
 
Just one of many for example, the centre for distributing wool in the 
medieval period for most of this area, was just there.   Then it was 
shipped down to Hull and out to various places across Northern 
Europe.   
 
So, what I’ve tried to do is give you an idea of how rivers were used 
in the medieval period, and more importantly for your own purpos-
es. Much of this use generated people’s surnames, it’s an aspect of 
surname history that people are not familiar with, yet it’s a very im-
portant one, because many of our surnames come from medieval 
settlements or uses like these, on land or by water.   
 
So, I’ll leave it at that, thank you.  
 

Members’ Interests 

Surname Location County Known Known Wanted Wanted Code 

      from to from to   

SUTCLIFFE ERRINGDEN YOR 1786 1786 Start 1820 3895 

SUTCLIFFE TODMORDEN YOR 1820 Now 1786 Now 3895 

CROWTHER TODMORDEN YOR 1801 Now Start Now 3895 

BARKER TODMORDEN YOR 1801 1801 Start 1801 3895 

WALKER CARLTON YOR 1808 1830 Start 1835 3895 

OSBALDESTON TODMORDEN YOR 1867 1887 1867 1887 3895 

WHEELHOUSE  HEBDEN BRIDGE YKS 1789 Now 1789 Now 3896 

KERSHAW SOWERBY YKS 1791 1857 Start Now 3896 

LUMB ELLAND WRY 1741 Now Start 1741 3908 
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           PEACE, PLEASE 
 

BLOW THE TRUMPET, BANG THE DRUM! 
HERE THE MARCHING HEROES COME! 

 
Hush-a-bye baby 
 close your eyes. 
Here my innocent  

infant lies. 
 

The clamour is calmed 
 the harm is healed. 
Daddy's at rest 
 in the poppy field. 
 
Quench the fire, 
 cool the ember, 
Lest 
 they 
  remember. 
 
 
Ann Cestor 
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The Mysterious Life of Constance Mary Greenwood….Solved… 
Perhaps Not! 

William J Anhorn  
 

Constance Mary Greenwood was born in Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
on the 16th day of April 1920 and was the only daughter of Robert 
and Hannah Greenwood. “Aunt Hannah’s” maiden name was Wil-
liams. “Connie” was the cousin of my wife’s father, Norman Med-
licott of Medicine Hat, Alberta and throughout our marriage she 
was an integral part of our family. Having never married, she was a 
regular guest at our home at the many family celebrations we had, 
whether it was Christmas or Thanksgiving or any other family get 
together. My fondest memories, with all the excitement surrounding 
Christmas, was to arrange to meet the Greyhound bus in Medicine 
Hat and to pickup “Cousin Connie” as she travelled from Calgary to 
Medicine Hat and either take her to our home or to my wife’s par-
ents home for the Christmas holidays. This was a ritual, which oc-

curred for many, many 
years.  
 
She was very well read 
and extremely bright and 
everyone wanted her on 
his or her team for the 
annual after Christmas 
dinner “Trivial Pursuit” 
tournament.  
 
Connie was a member of 
the Canadian Women’s 
Army Corp during WWII 
[CWAC] and we often 
joked about her role dur-
ing war as a “resistance 
fighter” having parachuted 
into France behind enemy 
lines in the months before 
D-Day and working with 
the French Resistance 

fighting the Nazis prior to the invasion. Her role during the war was 
always a mystery to us, as she seldom talked about her “wartime” 
experience but when pressed when she would say that she simply 
had “worked” in the laundry in England! This was met with some 
amusement and much skepticism!  
 

   Constance Mary Greenwood 
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We were her only real family and we had many happy times togeth-
er. As a lawyer, I arranged for her will to be executed by a partner of 
mine and was privileged to be appointed not only her executor but 
also her attorney in her Enduring Power of Attorney and my wife her 
Health Care Agent in her declining years. She died on the 17th day 
of November 2012 at Calgary, Alberta.  
 
Most recently, following my retirement, I became interested in gene-
alogy and began researching among other things my wife’s family 
tree—Medlicott. I also endeavored to document the Williams side 
of the family.

(1)
 As noted, Connie’s mother was a Williams and her 

sister Helen was my wife’s grandmother, having married Thomas 
Medlicott (my wife’s grandfather and father of Norman). In docu-
menting the Medlicott and Williams’s family tree on Ancestry.ca, I 
came across an interesting and odd detail, which attracted my at-
tention and as a result I decided to explore the life and times of 
Constance Mary Greenwood. I felt that there was a story here that 
had to be told.  
 
Constance Mary Greenwood (1920-2012)  
 
Constance Mary Greenwood apart from her service overseas in 
World War II (1941-1945) lived all of her life in Calgary, Alberta. She 
never married and following the war lived with her mother Hannah 
until her mother died  in 1979. She was employed by The Unem-
ployment Insurance Commission (Canada) as a Canadian civil serv-
ant. But there was not much information she shared about her early 
life in Calgary and her overseas activity during the war.  
 
In researching the name Constance Mary Greenwood and using 
her year of birth (1920) a strange set of facts were revealed which 
only heightened the mysterious life of “Cousin Connie”.  
 
A Passenger Manifest indicated that in August 1942, Constance 
Mary Greenwood aged 22 years of age travelled from Swansea, 
Wales to Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada during the height of the Sec-
ond World War. A male child aged 1 year named “Barrie” accompa-
nied her.  
 
A further Passenger manifest dated April 27th, 1944 indicated that 
both Constance Mary Greenwood and her child “Barrie” now aged 

(1)   I have written various articles relating to my research which can be found 
on my personal homepage at http://wjanhorn.ca  
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3 travelled by ship from New York City to Liverpool, England. This 
was only 37 days or so before the D-Day invasion of Normandy.  
 
What would possess a young mother and infant child to cross the 
treacherous seas of the North Atlantic during the height of WWII 
with the destination being Canada? Rumors had persisted for years 
that while in England during the war that “Cousin Connie” had a 
relationship with either a British or Canadian soldier. Was it possible 
that Constance Mary Greenwood, who by all accounts, had never 
married, had a child out of wedlock? And what became of the child 
after the war? Who was this Canadian or British Soldier? Who was 
the father of “Barrie”?  
 
As an amateur genealogist, the matter required further investiga-
tion! 
 
UK, Outward Bound Passenger List for Constance Mary Green-
wood-August 1942 
 
In accordance with the Merchant Shipping Act of 1906, a passenger 
manifest was required to be maintained of all passengers on ships 
leaving the United Kingdom for destinations out of Europe, and not 
within the Mediterrean Sea. Cunard White Star Limited was a well-
known passenger ship company and among its many ships was the 
“Cavina”.  

 
According to a passenger manifest dated August, 1942, the Cavina 
departed the port of Swansea, Wales on August 9th, 1942 bound 
for Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Among its many passengers was 
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Constance Mary Greenwood, aged 22, who gave as her last ad-
dress in the U.K. as “4,The Castle, Cross Stone, Todmorden, York-
shire”. Her profession, occupation or calling as noted on the mani-
fest was “H’ wife”. The country of future permanent residence was 
identified as “Canada”.  
 
Aboard the ship and in the company of the young wife (?) and moth-
er was a child noted as being aged 1 year of age and named 
‘Barrie” and identified in the manifest as “female”, although this lat-
ter detail may have been an error.  
 
As a historical note, there is ample evidence that in the early years 
of the war with the risk of a German invasion of England imminent, 
that many civilians particularly children were evacuated to Canada. 
The Trans-Atlantic crossing was a treacherous one with most pas-
senger ships travelling as part of a large convoy with British naval 
ships providing escort. It was not uncommon for these convoys to 
be attacked by German U-boats, which at the time had free reign of 
the seas. Was this perhaps the reason for this treacherous journey? 
But what about the declaration indicating an intention to take up 
permanent residence in Canada. 
 
The Return to England(2) 

 

In April 1944, another Cunard White Star passenger ship named 
“Rangitiki” (3) left the port of New York, USA bound for Liverpool, 
England. Among its passengers were “Constance Mary Green-
wood” aged 24 years and in her charge was a male child identified 
in the manifest by the first name “Barrie”. Her occupation was identi-
fied as “H.D.” and both identified their future permanent place of 
residence as “England” with the proposed address as “4, The Cas-
tle, Cross Stone, Todmorden, Yorkshire”. Clearly, this was the same 
Constance Mary Greenwood who had only two years earlier trav-
elled to Canada aboard the “Cavina”, with the stated purpose of 
taking up residence in Canada. Why the change of heart? What had 
been the purpose and destination of the original trip to Canada? 
What were the circumstances of the return trip and the apparent 
desire now to take up permanent residence in England? Was she 
the same person we came to know as “Cousin Connie” or someone 
else who by an amazing coincidence had the same birth year and 

(2) See the Ship Manifest on the next page. 
(3) The “Rangitiki” served as a troopship in World War II. It was withdrawn 
from service in 1947 to be reconditioned and re-engined. The ship resumed 
service in September 1948. It had accommodation for 430 passengers. 
Sister ships: Rangitane and Rangitata. 
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name? Who was the father of young “Barrie” and what, if any was 
his connection to Canada? The plot thickens.  

 
The Genealogical Investigation 
 
Drawing upon the resources of ancestry.ca and familysearch.org 
and other search engines available on the Internet, I was bound and 
determined to investigate and hopefully shed some light on this 
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mystery.  
 
Any investigation begins with determining or ascertaining the indis-
putable facts, preferably supported by documentary evidence. Then 
one must determine whether or not there is any rational connection 
between the facts. Then we may make some reasonable assump-
tions or suggest or offer some plausible explanations and finally 
draw or establish a reasonable conclusion.  
 
The indisputable facts:  
1) Constance Mary Greenwood (“Cousin Connie”) was born 

April 16th, 1920 and was Canadian.  
2) Apart from her years overseas during WWII, she lived all of 

her life in Calgary, Alberta 
3) She never married. 
4) Constance Mary Greenwood (“the Unknown Person”) de-

clared her age on the “Cavina” Manifest as aged 22, which 
based on the departure date (1942) would put her year of 
birth as 1920 or thereabouts. 

5) She gave her last known address as “#4, The Castle, Cross 
Stone, Tormorden, Yorkshire and she presumably was mar-
ried as she gave her occupation as “housewife”.  

6) She proposed that her intended destination - Canada - was 
to be her permanent place of residence. 

7) The child accompanying her named ” Barrie” was presuma-
bly her child as no other surname other than Greenwood 
was identified in the “Cavina” and “Rangitiki” manifests. 

8) The outbound port in 1942 was Wales and the destination 
port was Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. 

9) “Barrie” was identified as being 1 year old which would have 
put his birth year 1941.He was identified in the “Rangitiki” 
manifest (1944) as being 3 years of age, which is also con-
sistent with that birth year 

10) The address given in the “Rangitiki “ manifest, as her British 
destination was the same address given in 1942.  

 
Conclusion: 
a) One can make the assumption that the Constance Mary 

Greenwood was one and the same person in both the out-
ward bound trip to Canada in 1942 and the return trip to 
England in 1944 and that she was a British subject. 

b) There appears no logical connection between the Canadian 
born Constance Mary Greenwood and the Constance Mary 
Greenwood identified on the two ship manifests in 1942 and 
1944, despite that during the same time period, “Cousin 
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Connie” was in England as a member of the Canadian Army 
Women’s Corp. and that both were born in 1920 or therea-
bouts 

c) “Barrie” was the child of the British Constance Mary Green-
wood 

 
Who Was this Constance Mary Greenwood? What were the cir-
cumstances of her trip to Canada, ostensibly to take up permanent 
residence and the reason for the subsequent return to England two 
years later? What became of “Barrie Greenwood”? Who was his 
father and was there any Canadian connection? 
 
Further research indicated that “Barrie” Greenwood was born on 
September 4th, 1941 in Todmorden, Yorkshire, England as evi-
denced by a birth record found on Ancestry.ca. This is consistent 
with the facts as identified earlier.  
 
Further research indicated that the maiden name of his birth mother 
was “Grimshaw”. 
 
A 1939 Census identified Constance Mary Grimshaw as being born 
on October 16th, 1919 and that the address in the 1939 Census 
was #4, Castle, Todmorden, Yorkshire. She was the daughter of 
Fred Grimshaw (b. 1892) and Lily Grimshaw [b.1892]. Lily’s maid-
en name was Cowie. They were married on July 16th, 1916 at 
Christ Church, Todmorden, Yorkshire. Constance Mary Grimshaw 
in 1939 was “single” and her occupation was that of “Printer’s Assis-
tant”. 
 
Constance Mary Grimshaw is later identified as being a registered 
nurse in 1940 having graduated from St Mary’s Hospital in Padding-
ton, England although given the date of registration of her certifica-
tion (1937), this information appears to be erroneous and an unlike-
ly clue. 
 
Barrie Greenwood married Vera Wraith and according to Voter 
registrations, they resided in Yorkshire in 1960 at 203 Rochdale Rd 
and in 1962 at 139 Knowlwood Rd , West Yorkshire. He appears to 
have passed away in July 1993.  
 
No other information is available regarding their status or family 
connections. 
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Another Strange Coincidence 
 
In researching the family history of Fred and Lily Grimshaw, I came 
across a family tree posted on ancestry.ca, which identified the an-
tecedents of the Grimshaw family  

 
John and Mary Greenwood had a child named Rachel (1836 - 
1907) who married William Heap. They in turn had a child named 
Sarah Ellen, who married John Cowie. John and Sarah Cowie had 
a child named Lily who married Fred Grimshaw. Although the fami-
ly tree doesn’t mention “Constance Mary Grimshaw as being a 
child of Fred and Lily, it is somewhat of a strange coincidence that 
among the Grimshaw family members there was a clear 
“Greenwood” connection. 
 
Further investigation of the Grimshaw family identified a 1939 
handwritten census, which identified the family members. Note that 
the initial description of Constance Mary as “Grimshaw” but which 
later or simultaneously crossed out and the surname “Greenwood” 
inserted. (Figure 1 on the next page) 
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This would suggest strongly that at some point in 1939, Constance  
Mary Grimshaw changed her name officially to “Greenwood” and 
this presumably would be as a result of marriage. But to whom? 
 
Wedding Bells in Todmorden 

 

Figure 1 -1939 Handwritten Census Form 

Figure 2 Screenshot from Familysearch.org 
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Further research revealed that Constance Mary Grimshaw married 
Eric Greenwood in Todmorden, Yorkshire in 1939, which solved 
this part of the puzzle. 
 
A Conclusion without a Complete Ending 
 
Despite my best efforts in answering some of these interesting 
questions, there is a limit to such enquires based upon the tools that 
are available on the Internet to the amateur genealogical enquirer. I 
am pleased however on the amount of information which I was able 
to uncover and am proud that I was able to shed some light on the 
mysterious lives of Constance Mary Greenwood. 
 
Perhaps there is still more information available somewhere out 
there and that someone reading this article will be able to establish 
that “Cousin Connie” did indeed parachute behind enemy lines in 
WWII and join the French resistance and fight the Nazis. 
 
There is always hope that there is still a fascinating ending to this 
story that has yet to be written! 
 
William J Anhorn Q.C. ICD.D 
Medicine Hat Alberta Canada 
September 1st, 2018 

Figure 5 Marriage Certificate for Fred and Lily Grimshaw 
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CFHS Talk – January 2018 
How do you Know if you’ve got the Right Person? 

By Mary Twentyman 
 
The Speaker began by asking how long we had all been working on  
our family trees and about the problems we could have with it.  She 
began. 
 
When researching our family history, how do we know we are look-
ing at our own ancestors?  Barring having everyone DNA tested, is 
there any way to be sure they are our forebears.  Most of us have 
been researching for quite a lot of years I should think, and the way 
we have gone about it has changed.  When I began, some thirty 
years back, I went to the Cumbrian Records Office and Libraries, 
and would have to do the same now, as even now, very little of 
Cumbria is on the net.   However most of Ancestry is on the Internet 
now, and so depending where your ancestors are from, decides 
which way you would begin your search. 
 
My maiden name was Clayton and when I started, I asked ques-
tions of my family.  My dad said we came from the north east and 
his father (my grandfather) was called Percy Johnson Clayton and 
my dad's grandfather was Fred Clayton, a stone mason who 
worked in Bradford for a firm called Farnish and Co.  A little book I 
had, had the name Eliza Johnson in it and my dad thought Fred 
and Eliza had married.  I began by looking for my grandad's 
(Percy's) birth certificate.  I felt that his name would be Percival, 
Percy being a shortened version of that, but it turned out that he 
was actually christened Percy.  So I had started off, looking for the 
wrong name.  His birth certificate confirmed that Fred (just plain 
Fred) was his father and Eliza, his mother.  A marriage certificate 
confirmed this, and Fred's father was John Clayton, who was a mill 
hand.  After purchasing a lot of wrong certificates, I realised that 
Thomas, Eliza's father, didn't exist, and she was illegitimate.  On the 
1891 census, Fred was living with his mother in Joseph Street, 
Bradford and that he came from Carvely (Calverley? Editor). It 
turned out that the whole Clayton family had lived in Carvely, right 
back to the early 1800's.  I had not expected them to be there, and 
had spent much time on Claytons who lived in Bolely as it all fitted, 
making the mistake of finding what I expected to  find, but it was not 
my family history.  We realised later that Fred was the child of a first 
marriage and had been brought up by two stepmothers away from 
Carvely and he had no recollection of that place.  So keep an open 
mind. 
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Do you know the name Judy Woods, an area between Shelf and 
Bradford?  As a 'friend of Judy Woods' I began to research the 
name of Judy Woods in 2003.  I found the person concerned, who 
had had three husbands and had been Judy Stocks originally, and 
then became Judy Farris, Judy Jowett and Judy Fairclough.  The 
only Judy Stocks I could find had been baptised at Bradford St 
Peters in 1736.  Mary Stocks was her mother and Judy was her  
illegitimate daughter.  So I gave up, but some years later found Ju-
dith Stocks, daughter of Joseph Stocks born in 1795, just two 
years out but matching the father's name on her last marriage certif-
icate.  The family lived at Royd's Hall which was just right.  So I 
made two classic mistakes there.  I stopped when I found the first 
Judy and secondly thought the name Judy or Judith would be unu-
sual back then, so there would only be the one.  In fact  it was a 
very popular name at that time, and there were others.  So carry on 
looking to see what else you can find.   
 
As far as names are concerned, another name I felt was unusual 
was Elcana, a name I didn't know,  but this also, was very popular 
in the 1800's.  When I looked for Adrian Burch, an ancestor of 
mine, who was a master mariner in Stockton in the 1800's, I was 
sure he would be easy to find.  There wouldn't be a lot of Adrians 
back then, or so I thought, and Burch, well, where did that come 
from?  Apparently Burch is a Scandanavian name and has an um-
laut (two dots) above the u, in it's original form.  I couldn't find him 
on the census for a long time as he was always away.  This being in 
the days before the computer,  using the IGI for Lincolnshire was 
suggested to me.  When I did look there, there seemed dozens 
named Adrian Burch.  Looking  on the master mariner records, I 
found that this one came from Cockerington in Lincolnshire, and on 
visiting the church there, I found a horizontal statue of a knight who 
turned out to be Adrian Scrupe.  This same Adrian was lord of the 
manor and so everyone seemed to call a son Adrian, after him.  
There are a lot named,  there in the registers.  This one was hung, 
drawn and quartered later on, as he had signed the death warrant 
of Charles 1.  As far as my research is concerned, I am still trying to 
sort it all out and find who his father was. 
 
Do a lot of us take the easy option and only look at published or 
internet sources for information?  In the past, people used to rely on 
the International Genealogical Index – the IGI.  Family Search was 
done from this source.  I did a Twentyman name study several 
years ago and couldn't see why so many were missing from the IGI, 
when we knew they were in the records.  Do you know what it was?  
The Mormons had constructed it, and in their registers Twentyman  
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was always written XXman or Christman.  There was one Twen-
tyman in New Zealand who used to pore through the IGI and came 
up with some amazing family trees for the name.  So there is some 
absolute rubbish on there, for you to try and spot. 
 
In the past, on the IGI, there was even a Mr and Mrs Odin and their 
son Cigar, as someone had gone back before Domesday, as far as 
the Norse Gods.  Just now, I am enjoying 14 days of Stirnet which 
has a lot of things from Burke's Peerage on there.  I am writing a 
book about our local lord of the manor and wanted to look at his 
family tree.  This states  on the main database 'the database of the 
Norsk Gods'. So that’s where the phrase comes from, I think. 
 
I only look at Ancestry trees when trying to help people, but my tip is 
to find one with a lot of sources such as Wills, pictures and arte-
facts, then they probably know about the person.  Try to use these 
sort of sources rather than just registers, which come from ancestry 
trees, as the people doing this will not know any more than you do 
yourself. 
 
I am the education officer for the Bradford Family History Society 
and know you need to check the sources yourself.  I think that the 
new site for Family Search is getting more reliable,  but it's still best 
to look yourself.   
 
Church records can take you back to Bishop's transcripts, another 
source of information, for you to use.  The National Burial Index was 
submitted from Family History Societies and we found that some of 
the details which we got from burial registers were not used, as they 
didn't require them – like addresses and occupations, information 
from the registers.  So still check back to the original source as the 
Index is just an index, not giving the full details. 
 
Have you heard of the Daid registers?  The Reverend William Daid, 
a Yorkshire clergyman in the late 1700's, realised how useful con-
sulting parish registers could be, especially for legal cases.  He 
therefore put information like a child's place in a family and even the 
names of people's parents, onto an entry.  To see them, you do 
need to go to the original, although online there are lists of parishes 
which have a Daid register, and very useful they can be. 
 
On looking at some Queenshead registers from before 1837, for the 
Baptist community there,  I found a lot of  baptisms of children en-
tered there.  As the Baptists only baptise adults and not children, I 
was not expecting to find any there, so check out Queenshead Bap-



Page 27 

tist if you have ancestors who live in that area. 
 
Do check other people's researches.  Don't believe all the infor-
mation in local history books, as people have read them and used 
information as being correct and it's been passed down through 
generations of books, and then it can be found to be wrong in the 
first place.  So watch out, as even history books are not always 
right.  A friend and I both spotted something which was incorrect, 
and he had spoken to the now deceased author about it.  She had 
agreed the mistake was there, but it had been printed by then and 
nothing could be done about it. 
 
When I went on a training course with West Yorkshire archives, I 
found that websites which say @ac.uk can be used by university 
students, and so could have discrepancies.  I thought that those 
websites were always correct, didn't you?  Apparently not always.  
Someone I knew found an error concerning his own life in there and 
contacted Wikipedia, who said he could alter it.  He did this, but it 
was altered back.  In the end Wikipedia put him in touch with the 
person who had altered it back, and who assured him, it was cor-
rect.  On being told, that he was the person it was all about, and 
that it was totally wrong, it was corrected and never altered again. 
 
The other week I had an email link to a website and was able to 
download a 75 page document about the iron industry in Bradford, a 
subject I'm familiar with.  Because of my own research, I could tell 
that a lot of it had been copied from book to book, some of which 
was spot on, but some of it was incorrect.  But how can we tell 
what's happening with our ancestry research out there?  Someone 
used some of my Twentyman research and put it online.  I asked 
them not to, and later found it was wrong, but it's still out there. 
 
So as I say, you really must check back.  Don't rush and do re-
check! 
 
Just the other week, I was looking for someone called North and 
they were down as Fletcher-North on Ancestry.  I emailed the per-
son who had done it and asked how they had got them down as 
Fletcher-North.  It apparently had something to do with a court 
case and whoever was involved, pretending to be related to some-
one in the case.  They took Fletcher as a middle name and it was 
used from that time onwards. 
 
The last of the pitfalls is rushing and not rechecking.  I'd looked eve-
rywhere for a marriage for the names Crossley and Wylde, without 
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any result.  When I looked at my research again, I realised that as I 
was rushing, I'd looked at the woman's maiden name by mistake.  I 
should have been looking for Wylde marrying Wright.  So go care-
fully and don't rush. 
 
How can we be sure we are climbing the right tree?  A meeting I 
had with an American this year was interesting.  He was research-
ing  the name, Hanson, of whom there are many, of course.  He 
was sure that the Hansons of Rastrick, of Wyke, of Oakenshaw and 
Coley were all related to him, and he didn't want to know that he 
could be wrong.  So check things, to prove you are right.  Check 
ages and also when the first child was born to a couple and also the 
last child.  If you find a child born to a woman, aged 50 or more, 
then it's likely to be a grandchild being passed off as child.  If one 
appears to be 90 , check that it isn't two people having the children.  
For a long time I thought that there were two Francis Twentymans  
in our family, and both were having children, but it turned out to be 
only one.  He had his last child at 74 to a much younger wife.  So 
check your research and keep good records, saying how and where 
your results were found.  Sometimes you need to find things again, 
so you need to know where they originated.  Do you know what 
primary and secondary sources are?  A primary source is a docu-
ment, picture or artefact, created at the time of the event.  Some-
thing like a birth certificate, Will, census or personal record of that 
type.  A secondary source is a record, created from original infor-
mation such as magazines and books, not always done correctly.  
So you  need to be able to check the primary sources, to see where 
the facts are from.   
 
If a death certificate states there has been an inquest, better still, as 
it will then be giving information through newspapers in more detail.   
Death certificates can tell us a lot.  You should always 'kill every-
body off', especially the women, otherwise  you can't tell if she died 
young or married later in life and has now got a different married 
name.  When someone marries later in their life, you can miss that.  
So if you're having difficulty finding an ancestor, check the marriage 
or death records and see if they are in either of those. 
 
The new website GRO.gov.uk is very good.  You can now find a 
mother's maiden name on birth certificates and these have been re-
indexed right back to the beginning of registration.  You can even 
put in the couples pre-marriage names and come up with the chil-
dren born to them.  You can only search five years at a time, so by 
putting in the middle year, you can move on in five year stages.   My 
favourite register is Low Moor Wesleyan Reform Register and we 
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have even done a copy of it.  You can be tempted to think that you 
have seen all the family on census after 1837, but such a lot can 
happen to a family in a ten year span. There could be children born 
and died.  Or even a wife die and a re-marriage, even to someone 
of the same name.  So always check the birthplaces of wives of the 
same name.   
 
Always look for Wills and probate records, which you can access on 
Ancestry for free.  Look on Find my Past to see the Borthwick In-
dexes – just the indexes but these will give you addresses and even 
occupations sometimes.  I researched the North connection, where 
all the family seemed to be Abraham, Isaac, Jacob or Benjamin and 
this proved very difficult, until some information from a Will gave me 
what I needed to get further.  Check out people emigrating to Ameri-
ca and Australia, and also look at the 19th century newspapers.  It's 
an old site which won't be updated, but well worth investigating.  
Unless your family were very religious, children would be baptised 
at the nearest church, be it Church of England or Congregationalist.  
Are you going to take all the family two miles to the parish church or 
stop off at the nearer Methodist church down the road?  Usually the 
latter, of course.  Watch out for soldiers as they rarely go back 
home, but tend, if they marry, to go to where their wife came from.  
Shoemakers and those with similar occupations were often forced 
to join the army, so look at those too.  Also if the children were born 
in different places, this is another indication, of army life.  An ances-
tor I couldn't find eventually turned up in Somerset and turned out to 
be an Excise Officer.  They and policemen couldn't be employed 
where they lived, and so were moved, so they couldn't collude with 
those they knew.   
 
So find out about occupation, a lot of people earned their living as 
farmers, but had an additional income from other work besides. An 
unusual name in the family can be a clue to finding someone who 
moves, but always remember there can be others with the same 
name.   
 
One final thought, genealogy is where you confuse the dead and 
irritate the living.  By all means irritate the living, but on no account 
confuse the dead, at your peril! 
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Sources for 16th and 17th Century Ancestors  
in the West Riding of Yorkshire 

by Ann Bennet 
 
I had inherited a Family Tree researched by my uncle which cov-
ered most of the 19th Century but this had all been accomplished 
before the digital age. I was particularly interested in my maternal 
grandmother’s family, the Wadsworths who had a long connection 
with farms below Blackshawhead, Winters, the Den and Rawton-
stall, what once was know as Stansfield, since we had spent much 
time there when I was young. 
 
My father, as executor, was guardian of several boxes of deeds 
relating to the Winters and the Den, aka Dean House. Duty done, 
he had lodged these at Wakefield archives and so this was where I 
started.  This revealed a series of deeds for the acquisition of ‘Little 
Winters or Little Rowtonstall’ which commence in 1578 and which I 
take to be the Den. This early date and that it related to the 
Wadsworths really fired me to find the link between that generation 
and those in the family tree. Whilst there are many Wadsworths in 
Calderdale it is a reasonably uncommon name elsewhere and in 
this area strongly connected to land which has made the search a 
possibility. Had we been called Smith I would have left it there! 
 
This article is not about that family per se but about the sources and 
difficulties involved in tracing their 16th century and 17th century 
origins. The family I have been researching were of ‘the middling 
kind’  not gentry, but yeoman, millers, clothiers and husbandmen, 
some did very well, others had a very hard life. Formal records fre-
quently regard women as insignificant - wives and widows at their 
burial were generally not referred to by their christian name but as 
uxor or vidua of a named man. At Rochdale St Chad, they were not 
even named as a party to the marriage, only the man’s name was 
recorded. However most wills do make provision for wives and for 
the future prospects of unmarried daughters or sisters.  
 
Borthwick Institute is the natural place to continue. They will do a 
search of the will indexes and produce a schedule of wills relating to 
a surname/area. They then supply copies of wills and probates. A 
few wills are available on The National Archives website and can be 
downloaded immediately for a small fee. 
 
I started with Rawtonstall and Stansfield families and together with 
the Heptonstall Birth Marriage and Death records, parts of the fami-
ly tree started to evolve. I also joined Genes Reunited and ances-

http://ancestry.co.uk
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try.co.uk. It was through Genes Reunited that  a family historian, a 
descendant of my grandmother’s aunt, contacted me with a will 
settlement listing not only all the aunt’s siblings but all their children, 
50 names in all! There were also some photos. What a start! In fact 
Genes Reunited proved very fruitful, other contacts had more pho-
tos and also Memorial Cards. But there were still many gaps, ques-
tions and mysteries. 
 
Whether a will can be found depends if there were goods to be-
queath or matters to settle, whether death was expected or very 
sudden,  or even whether the deeds were destroyed for some rea-
son, possibly nefarious to divert a bequest.  
 
The results of examination of wills can often raise more questions 
than it answers. Who exactly were the recipients? The will may not 
be clearly written. It may refer to two or more beneficiaries without 
being clear which was which. The following and previous genera-
tions may not themselves have left wills, thus making continuity 
tricky. Some legatees just cannot be found in the BMD records. 
 
One really important point has become clear to me. In earlier wills, 
freehold land was considered real property of ‘realty’ and could not 
be devised in a will whereas leases were considered personal prop-
erty and could be included. Even when the law changed, it was the 
custom in this region for leaseholders to surrender land, generally 
not long before death, to their heirs, via the appropriate manor 
court. When wills were written, further mention might be made of 
the child to whom the surrender had been made, but not necessari-
ly. When Henry Wadsworth of Rawtonstall made his will in 1677 he 
does not mention his son, Henry junior, at all. Fortunately other doc-
uments prove his existence. 
 
Researchers in Calderdale, could not be more fortunate in the origi-
nal sources which are available to them. Halifax parish records start 
early around 1539 and Heptonstall in 1593. CFHS have produced 
CD’s of Sowerby and Luddenden Chapels but these do not com-
mence until the second half of the 17th C. Borthwick Institute keep 
Bishop’s Transcripts for earlier records at Luddenden and these are 
digitised on Findmypast. Although this chapel was licensed for 
BMD’s from about 1624, I am convinced that many events took 
place here before this time, because so many Warley and Midgley 
records are missing from the Halifax records. Not much we can do 
about that! 
 

http://ancestry.co.uk
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Members of the Savile family were lords of the manors of Rawton-
stall cum Stansfield, Heptonstall, Wadsworth and Overton amongst 
others and a vast treasury of leases, rentals and manor court rec-
ords and other miscellaneous documents are still in existence, 
though somewhat randomly scattered between Nottingham Ar-
chives, (the Saviles also had a seat at Rufford in Nottingham) and 
the West Yorkshire Archives at Kirklees. The rentals commence in 
1573, there is very good spread through the 17th C and they are 
continuous from 1720 - 1760. Using all these sources it is possible 
to follow the descent of farms through various tenants and use this 
to differentiate between individuals of the same name, whereas 
using only the BMD records can be really misleading. 
 
The Rawtonstall court rolls at Nottingham provide further infor-
mation on deaths, inheritances and sales of farms but until late in 
the 17th C these are written in Latin with the exception of minor 
infringements in English. Conscientious filing is vital, always with 
the archive reference and if you have taken photographs the num-
ber of the shot, in order to avoid frustrating searches or duplicate 
ordering. 
 
About this time, I discovered the volume of Early Halifax Wills which 
are on archive.org. There was Richard Wadsworth’s of 
Wadsworth’s will of 1556. He makes bequests of properties to his 
various sons, property at Mansfield House, Shackleton. But particu-
larly interesting was Henry Wadsworth who was to have Rawton-
stall Hall. I take this to mean just that house where the manor courts 
leet were customarily held. So my researches turned to include 
Wadsworth township and to the other brothers in the will, most of 
whom made wills of their own.  
 
On to The National Archives which is a truly amazing treasure 
house. A few of the documents I have examined date from the 14th 
C. They may be wills, cases of debt or disputed finance or inher-
itances, or inquisitions of land held from the Crown on the date of 
death or the arrangements for wardship of under age children. They 
are produced with the minimum fuss commensurate with security. 
Taking photographs of the documents for processing at home 
makes best use of the day. A search of a surname on their index 
will bring up multiple entries but very early items may just be a 
name (christian name and surname) and county. No more. And in 
Latin. Not much point in going for these at random if the surname is 
common. 
 

http://archive.org
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Similarly the TNA Index for Chancery court cases (dealing with 
money, property and debts) will give the plaintiff and the defend-
ant’s surname but probably not the christian name, nor the area in 
which they used to live. So each one has to be examined. Fortu-
nately the names occur in the first few lines, together with their 
township and occupation. If a person died holding land leased from 
the Crown, an Inquisition Post Mortem would be held using the spe-
cific knowledge of a group of local worthies. An IPM gives the land 
held, and the name and possibly the age (particularly if a minor) of 
the next heir. These will also be in Latin but are generally quite 
short, succinct documents. Following the death of a young father his 
heir might be subject to the Court of Wards and Liveries which dealt 
with the arrangements for the estate during his minority. As soon as 
the Court papers were written in English, they were no longer con-
cise. The documents are long-winded, large, probably folded and 
awkwardly creased. Be aware that the Bill of Complaint may have a 
totally different reference number to the Defendant’s response. But 
worthwhile for the family relationships (especially the complications 
of second marriages) which may be revealed. 
 
TNA also holds Duchy of Lancaster rentals, surveys and court cas-
es. For Sowerby a really important charter and relevant additional 
document are held at TNA under the reference (Duchy of Lancas-
ter) DL 43/12/11 and 43/12/12 with the signatures or marks of the 
Sowerby and Warley copyholders. Not only that but in the survey 
DL 43/11/23 the acreage is given together with an idea of location. 
Court proceedings often called the most senior members of a com-
munity to give evidence using their local knowledge. Their age and 
occupation and village of residence are  generally stated. 
 
Wakefield Court Rolls (a UNESCO world heritage item) were pro-
duced from 1274/5 for many centuries, recording heriots (a fine to 
inherit land) land transfers, debts and minor criminal acts. Certain 
years have been translated from the Latin and are published by the 
YAHS. The very first years have been put online by archive.org  
Work is in progress by volunteers of YAHS to produce searchable 
manorial docket books. These record the year, the reference num-
ber of the event (some court years have several hundred items), the 
township in which the event occurred or land was held and the sur-
names of the parties involved. They are now held at Brotherton Li-
brary Special Collections department of Leeds University on behalf 
of YAHS. The entries are however in Latin so there can be a cost 
implication in organising translations.  
 

http://archive.org
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Other sources which have proved useful are the Wakefield Register 
of Deeds which holds information on land transactions and the land 
bequests of wills from 1704 to 1970. The earlier indexes are ar-
ranged alphabetically in order of the first party to the deed. If your 
ancestor was the second party, it is a much more tedious search. I 
also regularly consult http://southpenninehistorygroup.org.uk for 
their searchable maps of old house locations. 
 
The Digital Humanities Institute of Sheffield University has an online 
presence under dhonline.ac.uk This has a section publishing photo-
graphs of the evidence and the main places and protagonists re-
ferred to in the ecclesiastical court in York under Cause Papers in 
the Diocesan Courts of the Archbishopric of York, 1300 - 1858. Val-
uable snippets are to be found but again some knowledge of Latin 
is needed. Also valuable for very early ‘de Waddesworths’ was 
www.british-history.ac.uk, again a subscription site. 
 
Despite the centuries, Calderdale is really rich in written records 
and with a lot of time, luck, persistence and unfortunately also ex-
penditure, one can take family research back to the 1500’s for peo-
ple who were not titled or even local minor gentry but were above 
the level of itinerant labourers whose existence apart from BMD’s 
was only recorded if they stepped outside the law. Even the 1300’s 
can be rewarding but the 1400’s is almost the dead zone. Hardly 
any records exist.  
 
The important thing about these range of records is that they give a 
breadth of detail about the lives of our ancestors. They can come to 
life, character traits become clear, fights and disputes were often 
violent, and the kidnap of young girls for forced marriage not un-
common. All in all, fascinating, frustrating and addictive! 
 
I would be very happy to help anyone with sources for these more 
far distant ancestors, or to hear from anyone who has tapped into 
new sources not mentioned above, or who is interested in the 
Wadsworth family, and has primary or verifiable sources of infor-
mation. 
  

Ann Bennett <ann@the-ocean.co.uk> 
 

http://southpenninehistorygroup.org.uk
http://dhonline.ac.uk
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CFHS website – Members’ Area & passwords 
 

You may remember that there was an item in the last November’s 
newsletter about how to solve any problems that you might have, 
getting into the Members’ Area on the Society website. 
 
This article aims to give you the history behind the development of 
that facility, what problems some members have had & what we 
have done to make things easier & more reliable. 
 
A few years ago, when our then Webmaster, Keith Pitchforth, was 
designing the Members’ Area of the website, he tried to make things 
as simple as possible for members, but also make it flexible to fit 
members’ different requirements.   Part of this was to allow mem-
bers to choose their own Username & we installed a fairly rudimen-
tary method of assigning passwords. 
 
After some time, Keith realised that this was causing one or two 
problems, so he changed the system so that the Society, rather 
than the member, allocated the Username.   The method was very 
neat & simple – a Username is now made up of the member’s ini-
tials plus their membership no – so Jim Brown, membership No. 
1234, gets a user name of JB1234. 
 
At the same time Keith improved the method of assigning pass-
words, so that, as soon as a member was registered with the web-
site – a task performed by the Membership Secretary – the system 
automatically allocated a 6 digit password & E-mailed it to the mem-
ber concerned.   This password is only meant to be a temporary 
one for 2 reasons :- 

It is only 6 digits, so is a “weak” password – permanent 
ones should be at least 8 characters. 

The characters in this password are random, so members 
usually want to change it to something more memora-
ble to them. 

 
Changing your password. 
The method of changing a password is fairly straightforward, and is 
done by logging on to the Members’ Area (RH side of the Home 
window on the website) & then “click” on the link “Profile”, which is 
under the link “Dashboard” on the RH side of the screen.   Then 
scroll down the screen presented to the bottom where you will find 
the place to create a new password for yourself. 
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Then all you need do is to key in the password of your choice, click 
on the button “Update Profile” & the system will accept it., so that 
you can use it next time you log-in to the Members’ Area.   A confir-
mation will also be sent, by E-Mail, to you, so that you know that the 
change has been successful. 
 
Replacing a forgotten password. 
Occasionally, a member may forget what their password is.   In this 
case, you can give yourself a new password by entering your 
Username (eg JB1234) into the “username” box on the RH side of 
the Home Page & then clicking on the “Lost Password” link at the 
bottom of the screen.   Then follow the steps described on the 
screen & an E-Mail will be sent to you, to give you a new password, 
or to allow you to create one of your own. 
 
I hope that this helps those of you who have struggled with the 
password aspect in the past.   If you have any further concerns on 
any of this, contact Peter Lord, Systems Coordinator, at sys-
tems@cfhsweb.com or by ‘phone on 01484-718576. 
 

Peter Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
Project Progress. 

 
The Transcription team have really excelled themselves over the 
last 3 months.   Having completed the MIs for Rastrick Cemetery by 
the late summer, they have done the MIs for Clifton (just outside 
Brighouse) for both the local church, St John, and the municipal 
cemetery there, in just over a month.    At the same time, work has 
continued on the School logs. 
 
Clifton MIs. 
 
These are available on both CD (£5.00) & download through 
Genfair (£4.50) and have been added to our list of Publications.   
The churchyard at St John is quite overgrown & it may well be that 
there are other headstones buried amongst the undergrowth that 
we haven’t been able to identify.   We are conducting some work on 
this, in the background, to see if there is any more worthwhile infor-

mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com
mailto:systems@cfhsweb.com


Page 37 

mation that can be added to what we already have. 
 
The grave numbering system that has been used is one that we 
have devised ourselves, due to the lack of information from the 
church, in the first instance.   It should allow you to find any visible 
grave easily, from the work we have done. 
 
The 2nd part of this publication covers the municipal cemetery, 
which is just along the road (to the west) of St John’s.   This is in 4 
sections together with a Garden of Remembrance.   Again, we have 
used our own numbering system, as it makes identification of a 
grave easier than the numbering system used by the Cemetery 
authorities. 
 
School Logs. 
 
All transcriptions have been completed on Stage 2 of this project, as 
we announced in the November newsletter.   At the time of writing, 
work has started on the preparation of a CD for this, which covers 
75 school Log Books from central & north Calderdale.   This is a 
fairly complex operation, but, hopefully, by the time you read this, it 
will have been published – in time for Christmas.   News of progress 
on this will have been given in the December Newsletter & look out 
for the latest announcement on the Society website 
www.cfhsweb.com 
 
Work has now begun on the 3rd and final stage of this project, which 
covers schools in the west of Calderdale. 
 
Future Projects. 
 
As well as completing the School Logs project, your Committee will 
be discussing at the December Committee meeting what we want to 
move on to in 2019.   So there is lots to look forward to. 
As ever, if you would like to join our team of transcribers you will be 
most welcome – it can be interesting work & the more we have the 
quicker we can produce information to help researchers interested 
in our part of the world.  Just E-Mail me at projects@cfhsweb.com 

 

Peter Lord – Project Coordinator. 

http://www.cfhsweb.com
mailto:projects@cfhsweb.com
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CALDERDALE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
2019 SPRING MEETINGS ~ Thursdays 7:30pm.  
At The Shibden Room,  North Bridge Leisure Centre, Halifax. 
 
January 24th  
Mary Twentyman ~ Going off at a Tangent 
 
How easy it is to go off at a tangent when researching family history; 
we’ve certainly all been there and probably kicked ourselves after-
wards. 
But quite often this can lead us down unexpected and often fascinat-
ing avenues. Mary relates some of the interesting things she has 
found out when she should have been doing something else. Les-
sons to be learnt, even if not directly connected to our own research! 
 
 
February 28th 
Patricia Atkinson ~ The Workhouse 
 
Whilst the origins of the workhouse can be traced to the Poor Law 
Act of 1388, it was the mass unemployment following the end of 
the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, which heralded The New Poor Law of 
1834. The act was designed to reverse the economic trend by dis-
couraging the provision of relief to anyone who refused to enter a 
workhouse.  
Patricia will further set the scene, particularly as it applied to the local 
area, supported with stories of individuals who “benefitted” from the 
system. 
 
 
March 28th 
Trevor Moody ~  The History of Wentworth Woodhouse 
 
Wentworth Woodhouse was the largest private residence in the 
country with the longest façade in Europe and yet the cynical actions 
of a post-war government almost led to its demise.  
Perhaps less well known is the fascinating history of the house (the 
first “back-to-back”) and the numerous family feuds, all of which will 
be brought to life by Trevor and impressively supported by a wealth 
of photographs. 
 
 
April 25th 
Annual General Meeting 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute_of_Cambridge_1388
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute_of_Cambridge_1388
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleonic_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poor_Law_Amendment_Act_1834
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poor_Law_Amendment_Act_1834
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View our website at www.cfhsweb.com 

 

and visit 
 

Calderdale Family History Society’s  
 

RESEARCH ROOM 
 

Brighouse Library 
Rydings Park, Halifax Rd., Brighouse, HD6 2AF 

 
Tuesdays 1:30pm to 4:30pm &Thursdays 10:00am to 1:00pm 

 
Open to both Members & Non-Members 

 
Facilities include :- 

• Searchable information on 4 computers. 

• Fiches for all Calderdale C of E churches. 

• 6 Internet terminals, with access to Ancestry.com 
  (Note—now increased from original 4 terminals) 

• Wide range of books, journals, cuttings, etc. 
 

For more information and bookings ring 07952-211986 during the hours 
given above. 

Huddersfield & District Family History Society 
 
If you have ancestors in the Kirklees area, which covers the towns of Hud-
dersfield, Dewsbury, Batley, Holmfirth and surrounding villages, then why not 
contact our Society for help and advice. 
 
We have a research room at the Root Cellar, 33A Greens End Road, 
Meltham, Holmfirth, HD9 5NW and we are open at the following times on 
these days: 
 
       Morning  Afternoon   
 Monday:        2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Tuesday:        2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Wednesday: 10 am to 12.30 pm  2 pm to 4.30 pm 
 Thursday:        2 pm to 4.30 pm  
 Friday:       10.30 am to 1.00 pm 
 Saturday:        2 pm to 4.30 pm 

 
Our telephone number is 01484 859229 and details of all our activities and 
how to join can be found at www.hdfhs.org.uk.  You can also find us on Twit-
ter and Facebook by searching for ‘Huddersfield Family History Society’. 
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USEFUL  CONTACTS AND SOURCES 
FOR RESEARCHING WEST YORKSHIRE ANCESTORS 

 
West Yorkshire Archive Service ~ www.archives.wyjs.org.uk  (This can be a good 
place to start to access the West Yorkshire Archive Catalogue) 
 
Calderdale District Archives, (Registers, BTs, Census, etc. etc.) 
Calderdale Central Library, Northgate House, Northgate, Hailfax HXI IUN   
Tel: +44 (0) 1422 392636 e-mail calderdale@wyjs.org.uk 
 
Calderdale Central Reference Library (address as above) Tel: +44 (0) 1422  392631 e-
mail reference.library@calderdale.gov.uk (local studies collection, newspapers, maps, 
trade directories, IGI, GRO indexes, census and parish register fiche, on-line  Fami-
lysearch and Ancestry; research service offered).    
 
WYAS Headquarters, Newstead Road, Wakefield WFI 2DE (Registers, WRiding Regis-
try of Deeds, Manorial Records etc.) 
Tel: +44 (0) 1924 305980  email : wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 
 
The Borthwick Institute ~ www.york.ac.uk/inst/bihr/ (Peculiar + PCY wills, BT's etc.) 
University of York, Heslington, YORK YO10 5DD  
Tel: +44 (0) 1904 321166 email ~ link on website 
 
 
Weaver to Web ~ www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/ The council maintains a website  with a 
miscellany of information from the archives (a wide range of photos, maps, census re-
turns, parish registers, poll books, wills , etc., have been digitised to view online). 
 
Malcolm Bull’s Calderdale Companion ~ http://www.calderdalecompanion.co.uk 
(Large collection of trivia, miscellaneous facts of people and places and  other bits of local 
history about Halifax and Calderdale). 
 
All the Parish records transcribed by the Society are available to search (for a fee) on 
FindMyPast.co.uk (In addition there are many other records available to search) 
 
West Yorkshire Parish Registers have been put online (for a fee) by the West Yorkshire 
Archives Service which can be accessed on Ancestry.co.uk. (Again, many other useful 
records, for a fee) 
 
www.familysearch.org 
(Thousands of records for free including the IGI and  some census data).  LDS Family 
History Centres are invaluable for 'distance research'.  Check local telephone directories. 
 
The National Archives ~ www.nationalarchives.gov.uk (a wealth of data arising from 
public records, including BMD’s, census and much much more). 
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  Tel: +44 (0) 20 8876  
 
www.direct.gov.uk/gro is the website of the general register office for everything con-
cerning civil registration and to order certificates.  
 
Consider subscribing to a periodical such as Family Tree Magazine or BBC’s Who Do 
You Think You Are? Magazine. Online sites such as GenesReunited and LostCousins 
may help you find relatives researching the same family. 
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LOCAL FAMILY HISTORY FAIRS etc 
Forthcoming Events of Interest :- 
 
The London Group of Yorkshire FHS.   

16 March 2019      Else Churchill  
                              County records – JPs petty and quarter sessions 
15 June 2019        Adele Emm 
                              Your Cotton and Wool Mill Ancestors 
21 Sept. 2019        John Hanson  
                               Web sites for Yorkshire research 
16 Nov. 2019         Tom Doig  
                              The Victorian Way of Death 
 
All meetings are held at the Society of Genealogists, 14, Charter-

house Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA, starting at 

10.30 a.m. (Doors open at 10.00 a.m.). Coffee and tea are provided 

before the meeting. The SoG is 5 minutes’ walk away from Barbi-

can Underground station. Everyone with an interest in Yorkshire 

family history is very welcome.  

You do not have to be a member of the SoG.  

 
The Federation of Family History Societies 

Federation of Family History Societies’ web site 

 www.ffhs.org.uk   

This site has a wealth of links to events & information of interest to 

family historians.   Find the EVENTS tab for a list of forthcoming 

events. 

 

 
FFHS Members - Cambridgeshire Archives Temporary Closure 
 
 Cambridgeshire Archives and Huntingdonshire Archives will close 
to the public on 1 December 2018 it has been announced. 
As Cambridgeshire Archives will be moving to a new location in Ely 
in 2019 this is to ensure that all the documents are prepared for 
moving.  They anticipate re-opening the Archives again in the Sum-
mer of 2019. 
 
For more information please see  
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-&-
culture/archives/latest-news-from-the-cambridgeshire-archives-
service/cambridgeshire-archives-moving-to-ely/  

https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=a9ea4942e5&e=c2a3798727
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Calderdale Family History Society  
Incorporating Halifax and District 

 
Officers and Co-ordinators of the Society 

 
Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail       Tel. No. 
 
President 
Mr. Barrie Crossley,  9, Victoria Terr., Delph Hill Road, Halifax, HX2 7ED 
                          e-mail - president@cfhsweb.com     01422-366931 
 
Chairman 
Mr. Clifford Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                          e-mail - chairman@cfhsweb.com     01484-714311 
    
Secretary 
Mrs. Margaret Smith,  4 Rawson Avenue, Halifax, HX3 0JP 
                          e-mail - secretary@cfhsweb.com     01422-345164 
 
Treasurer  
Mr. Peter Lord,  288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB                                                                              
                       e-mail - treasurer@cfhsweb.com     01484-718576 
 
Membership Secretary 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
                   e-mail - membsec@cfhsweb.com     01484-304426 
 
Publications Officer (sales of books, CDs, etc.) 
Mrs. Joan Drake,     22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                          e-mail - publications@cfhsweb.com    01484-714311 
 
Editor ~ Scrivener    (for submission of articles, letters, etc.) 
Mrs. Frances Stubbs, Beech Trees, Hollybush Close, Potten End,  
                         Berkhamsted, HP4 2SN 
                          e-mail - editor@cfhsweb.com       01442-871847 
 
Editor ~ Newsletter & Facebook  
Pam Newby,    
                          e-mail - newsletter@cfhsweb.com  
 
Enquiry Service Co-ordinator (for research queries and search requests) 
Mrs. Susan Lord 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                          e-mail - search@cfhsweb.com       01484-718576 
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Officer and  Name,   Address and E-mail       Tel. No. 
 

Research Room Co-ordinator (for information about room at The Rydings) 

Mr. Clifford Drake, 22, Well Grove, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2LT 
                          e-mail - researchroom@cfhsweb.com  01484-714311 
  

[RR Bookings and Information Tues pm/Thurs am 07952-211986] 

 

Projects Co-ordinator 

Mr. Peter Lord, 288 Halifax Road, Hove Edge, Brighouse, HD6 2PB 

                          e-mail - projects@cfhsweb.com        01484-718576 

 

Webmaster 

Vacant 

                          e-mail - webmaster@cfhsweb.com    

 
Strays Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Dorothy Hunt,  Springfield House, Whitehall Green, Halifax, HX2 9UQ 
                          e-mail - strays@cfhsweb.com 

 

Librarian 

Mrs. Anne Kirker,  3 Elmfield Terrace, Halifax, HX1 3EB .  
                          e-mail - librarian@cfhsweb.com        01422-365879          
 
Members’ Interests Co-ordinator 
Mrs. Susan Clarke,   33, Cumberland Ave., Fixby, Huddersfield, HD2 2JJ  
                          e-mail - interests@cfhsweb.com  01484-304426  
 
 

The Society's Home Web Page on the Internet is 
http://www.cfhsweb.com 

 

http://www.cfhsweb.com/
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CHAPELRIES AND TOWNSHIPS OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF HALIFAX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH/CHAPEL       Registers begin                          BAP.  MAR.**  BUR. 
1.   COLEY     St. John          1735 1745 1734 
2.   CROSS STONE   St. Paul           1678 1837 1678 
3.   ELLAND     St. Mary**          1559 1559 1559 
4.   HALIFAX     St. James (inc St Mary Rhodes St  1953) 1832 1837 nk 
5.   HALIFAX     St. John**          1538 1538 1538 
6.   HARTSHEAD    St. Peter          1612 1612 1612 
7.   HEPTONSTALL   St. Thomas**         1599 1593 1599 
8.   ILLINGWORTH   St. Mary          1695 1697 1695 
9.   LIGHTCLIFFE   St. Matthew         1703 1704 1704  
10. LUDDENDEN   St. Mary          1653 1661 1653 
11. RASTRICK    St. Matthew         1719 1839 1798  
12. RIPPONDEN    St. Bartholomew        1684 1686 1684 
13. SCAMMONDEN  
       WITH MILLHEAD  St. Bartholomew        1746 1886 1746 
14. SOUTHOWRAM   St. Anne          1813 1838 1818 
15. SOWERBY    St. Peter          1668 1711 1643 
16. SOWERBY BRIDGE  Christ Church         1709 1730 1821 
17. STAINLAND    St. Andrew         1782 1844 1783 
18. TODMORDEN   St. Mary/Christ Church      1678 1669 1666 
 
**Following Hardwicke’s Marriages Act of 1754, Banns and Marriages will only be found in the registers 
of these churches. After 1837 they lost their monopoly of marriages. 


