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From the Editor
Rosemary McKenzie

Another very busy quarter has past and this is the first journal we are ‘emailing 
by default’. Unless you have told us you definitely want a print copy of the journal 
an email copy will be sent. This will result in a considerable cost saving for the 
society. We do hope you enjoy reading the journal by email with the two options 
of A5 side-by-side pages or A5 single size pages.

With a mix of theme suggestions about games, religion and politics and our 
final dedicated convict theme we have a good selection of articles for you to 
read cuddled up nice and warm. This doesn’t stop you submitting those themed 
stories for later editions. I know you started them but haven’t finished them!

At the end of May a few of us escaped the Canberra cold for the ‘Waves in 
Time’ Queensland Conference on the Sunshine Coast. Hosted by Caloundra 
Family History Research Inc. and Supported by History Queensland Inc., the 
conference was very well organised with a good range of speakers.  Some 
of the speakers were  Richard Reid, Louise Coakley, Michelle Patient and 
Sharn White. Barb Toohey (HAGSOC member) delivered a very relevant and 
useful talk on ‘Who Wants My Work?’. Presentations covered a broad range 
of topics including immigration, writing stories, the current flavour of DNA and 
other topics more specific to Queensland, like ‘North Brisbane Burial Ground - 
Solving a Mystery’, ‘The Paisley Emigration Society’ and ‘Lost Lists of the 1860’s 
Immigrants to Queensland’. Like with all conferences it was great catching up 
with friends for the weekend and picking up new information.

This is the last journal reminder for the Writing Competition entries. With $1,000 
prize money on offer it is definitely worth getting that story into the completion 
organisers. (See Page 87 for details.) Get your story in and help support our 
society.

Canberra contingent 
attending the 

‘Waves in Time’ 
Queensland Conference on 

the Sunshine Coast 
24-26 May 2019.

L to R: Barbara Toohey, 
June Penny, 

Shauna Hicks (ex-Canberra), 
Jan Grant, 

Rosemary McKenzie, 
Kay Walker, 

Kerri Ward and 
Barbara Broad.
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President’s Report
Nick Reddan

2019 is almost half over. Where has it gone! June also marks the end of 
our Society’s financial year and for many of you it will be time to renew your 
membership. If your membership expires at the end of June, I encourage you 
to renew as this helps us maintain a strong society that can provide you with a 
good range of services.
In the last week I have spent a little time chasing down a rabbit hole. It started 
when doing a search for “Major Swan” on the British Newspaper Archive. William 
Bellingham SWAN was assistant town major of Dublin from 1799 to 1825. One 
of the results was from the Limerick Chronicle “BATTLE OF ST. SEBASTIAN. 
… An extract of a letter received in Limerick from Lieutenant JOYCE …” 
St Sebastian 7th May, 1836 … Colonel SWAN, half-pay British Army, and son 
of Major SWAN, formerly Town Major of Dublin…”. This engagement was part 
of the Carlist War concerning the succession to the Spanish throne. The British 
Auxiliary Force in which Colonel SWAN served consisted of officers and men 
who had served in the British armed forces. 
Another search gave Colonel SWAN’s given name as George. There was 
only one George SWAN, Thomas George Sanden SWAN who was a Deputy 
Commissary General in the Commissariat Department. He served in Tasmania 
and India. A quick search returned his obituary “DIED. SWAN. – On Sunday last, 
in St. John’s-street, Chichester, Thos. G. S. SWAN, Esq., Deputy Commissary 
General, who recently returned from India, … He was 64 years of age. His 
remains, which were interred in St. Paul’s Churchyard on Wednesday”. The 
reported fact that Colonel SWAN was a half pay officer pointed to Graves 
Chamney SWAN. He was a captain from 11 October 1833 and was on half pay 
in the 1836 Army List.
A further search returned London Gazette 23 February 1838 “Whitehall, 
February 22, 1838. The Queen has been pleased to grant unto Graves-
Chamney Swan, Esq. Captain in the Army, and late a Colonel in the Spanish 
service, Her royal licence and permission that he may accept and wear the 
Cross of the second class of the National and Military Order of St. Ferdinand, 
which the Queen Regent of Spain hath been pleased to confer upon that Officer, 
in testimony of Her royal approbation, of his conduct at the action at Ayeta, 
on the 5th of May 1836; and that he may enjoy all the rights and privileges 
there unto annexed; provided, nevertheless, that Her Majesty’s said licence 
and permission doth not authorise the assumption of any style, appellation, rank, 
precedence, or privilege appertaining unto a Knight Bachelor of these realms.”
Graves Chamney SWAN is from the Tombreen branch of the SWAN family and 
at most a very distant relation of Major SWAN. This goes to show fake news is 
not new and how important it is to cross check any ‘facts’ you might uncover.
I hope you soon find some great verifiable facts about the people you are 
interested in.
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The Beleaguered Bishop
Nina Johnson

Anglican clergymen feature in ten successive generations of my family. Mostly 
they have been rectors in English village parishes. A few have ventured abroad, 
either as missionaries or parish priests. One of these clergyman reportedly 
attracted a price on his head. One thousand pounds was a lot of money in the 
1650s. Accepted FREWEN was reportedly wanted dead or alive, for treason, by 
Oliver CROMWELL. My challenge has been to try and sort out fact from fiction 
regarding this relative, from the distance of over 350 years.

Accepted FREWEN reached the exalted position of Archbishop, making his 
life worthy of biographical entries in publications dating from the seventeenth 
to twenty-first centuries. Not surprisingly, these biographies do not provide 
consistent information. To help weigh up their claims, I examined general 
histories of England in the period, and biographies of other men influencing 
FREWEN’s life.

The seventeenth century was certainly a challenging time to have a religious 
occupation in England. But were clergymen really at risk of execution for 
treason?

English society had been traumatised in the previous century with King 
Henry VIII’s break from the Roman Catholic Church and the English Reformation. 
There followed violent persecution of both Roman Catholics and Protestants, 
clergy and laity, depending on the reigning monarch. Third in line after Henry 
VIII’s death was Queen Elizabeth I, who reigned from 1558 to 1603. Her rule was 
marked by greater religious tolerance than experienced under her predecessors.

Accepted FREWEN was born during the Elizabethan era and survived through 
the subsequent reigns of James I, Charles I, and the Interregnum to the reign of 
Charles II. The eldest son of John FREWEN, an outspoken Puritan clergyman, 
Accepted was baptised in 1588 in his father’s parish church of St Mary in the 
village of Northiam, Sussex.

Accepted FREWEN entered Magdalen College, at Oxford University, at the 
age of sixteen. An impressive academic record is recorded in the Oxford 
University Alumni. He was awarded a Bachelor of Arts in 1608 and “making 
great proficiency in logic and philosophy” he gained a Master of Arts in 1612. 
He was also ordained as a priest around that time, allowing him to preach, but 
remained at the University of Oxford. He became a Reader in Divinity, Fellow of 
Magdalen College and was awarded the degrees of Bachelor of Divinity in 1619 
and Doctor of Divinity in 1626.

At Oxford, Accepted’s religious beliefs veered away from his father John’s 
Puritanism. He was influenced by William LAUD, an academic and churchman 
who was President of Oxford’s St John’s College from 1611. Oxford University 
became regarded as a training ground for the Laudian style of Protestantism, 
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which was to become significant when religious battle lines were drawn in the 
reign of Charles I. 

Accepted was not destined to live a quiet academic life in an ivory tower. He 
was granted leave from Magdalen College, on more than one occasion, to act 
as private chaplain to Sir John (later Lord) DIGBY during his diplomatic trips 
to Europe. DIGBY served as King James I’s Ambassador to Spain for most 
of 1611-1624. The English mission to Spain was difficult and sensitive. King 
James of England was hoping to marry his son Charles, the Prince of Wales, to 
the Spanish Infanta Maria. There was much that required sensitive negotiation, 
not least the Spanish demand for liberty of conscience for English Catholics.

In 1623, Accepted FREWEN was in Madrid as DIGBY’s chaplain when the 
impatient Prince of Wales apparently took matters into his own hands. He 
travelled secretly to Spain in an attempt to facilitate his marriage. It was rumoured 
that Charles was prepared to be instructed in the Catholic faith. FREWEN is 
credited with preaching an influential sermon urging Charles to be steadfast 
to the Church of England and, unlike DIGBY, made a good impression on the 
future monarch.

The Prince of Wales’ hopes for a Spanish marriage did not eventuate. He 
became King Charles I on the death of his father King James in 1625, and was 
married to Henrietta Maria, a Catholic French princess, the same year. Charles 
personally appointed Accepted FREWEN one of his Royal chaplains.

FREWEN’s base remained Magdalen College at Oxford University. He became 
its President in 1626, and remained in that role until his resignation in 1644.

The policies of Charles I were to arouse great divisions in his subjects. His 
disagreements with a succession of Parliaments eventually culminated in the 
English Civil Wars and his own execution. Religious reforms were amongst the 
many issues which caused the revolt. Charles was influenced by William LAUD, 
whom he appointed to the Privy Council in 1627 and to the position of Archbishop 
of Canterbury in 1633. LAUD’s policies were unpopular with Puritans who felt 
he was re-introducing popery and were alienated by his attempts to enforce 
uniformity within the Church. High profile radical Puritans were persecuted with 
imprisonment and physical disfigurement.

For Accepted, the 1630s were a good period to be a Laudian. He was appointed 
Dean of Gloucester in 1631, and was Vice-Chancellor of Oxford from 1638 to 
1630 under LAUD’s patronage.

William LAUD’s influence on England’s religious policies was at its height in the 
1630s. Parliament had been dissolved, so these were years of personal rule 
by King Charles. However, LAUD’s fall came in 1640 when Charles needed 
Parliament to reconvene to provide finances. Parliament voted him the money, 
but now had power to move against the hated Archbishop of Canterbury. A few 
months later LAUD was imprisoned in the Tower of London, though his trial for 
high treason and his execution did not occur until 1644. LAUD’s fate is attributed 
to the pursuit of vengeance by Puritans he persecuted in the 1630s.
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Although King Charles washed his hands of LAUD, religion was still a prime 
motivation for those who rushed to join his side in 1642, at the commencement 
of the English Civil Wars. Opposing the Royalists, those who mobilised for 
Parliament were dedicated to the overthrow of the existing church.

Accepted FREWEN was certainly a Royalist. He supported the King, who was 
in York, by sending him £500 and gilt plate from Magdalen College in July 1642. 
For this, his arrest was ordered by the House of Commons on July 7. Accepted 
is said to have eluded capture by leaving Oxford. He was certainly a free man 
back in Oxford when Charles and his forces occupied the city later in 1642. 
Oxford was to be Charles’ headquarters until 1646.

Oliver CROMWELL, then a farmer and MP for Cambridge in the House of 
Commons, was sent by Parliament in August 1642 to prevent Cambridge 
University’s Colleges sending their valuable plate to the King. CROMWELL 
raised a small force of armed men to carry this out. There is no evidence that he 
entered Oxford at this time, nor of him having the authority to put a bounty on 
FREWEN’s head. But it appears this was the start of CROMWELL’s successful 
military career.

In 1644, Accepted FREWEN 
resigned as President of Magdalen 
College and was appointed the 
Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. 
There may have been an element 
of royal reward for his actions 
in 1642, but there was also a 
political judgement. FREWEN 
was regarded as a moderate, 
less likely to arouse the hostility of 
opponents of the episcopacy.

Being made a bishop in 1644 may have brought prestige in Royalist society, 
but no practical benefits. FREWEN lost his secure income from Magdalen. 
FREWEN’s consecration took place in Magdalen College chapel, rather than in 
a cathedral of his diocese. Parliament had been moving to abolish bishops since 
1641. In that year, Oliver CROMWELL was one of the Parliamentary members 
to speak out passionately against episcopacy, and helped draft the first Bill 
seeking to remove bishops from the English Church. The Bishops Exclusion 
Act of 1642 reduced their power and income, but it was not until 1646 that 
Parliament completely abolished the episcopacy.

1646 also saw the beginning of King Charles’ house arrest, culminating in his 
trial for treason, and execution in January 1649.

Apart from Archbishop LAUD only one bishop, Bishop WREN of Ely, was 
imprisoned for any length of time. WREN was arrested in 1642 for raising arms 
and money for the King, but his prolonged imprisonment was related to his 
unpopularity and close links to LAUD. The other English bishops “nearly all 

York Minster 2018 - Nina Johnson
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seem to have suffered poverty and hardship, and were driven to depend upon 
relatives and well-wishers”.

Parliaments continued to govern from 1649 until 1653, when Oliver CROMWELL 
became the ruler of England as Lord Protector and Head of State. Again, there is 
no evidence that clergymen were in particular danger. CROMWELL personally 
leaned towards religious freedoms, and in his speeches and letters discouraged 
persecution on religious grounds.

Where was Bishop Accepted FREWEN 
hiding in those years? Some sources claim 
he lived in exile in France, or in Holland with 
his brother Thankfull FREWEN. Others that 
he laid low in the homes of family members 
in London and Surrey. There is evidence that 
a third brother, Stephen FREWEN, supported 
both Thankfull and Accepted in the late 1640s, 
and was rewarded with a handsome legacy in 
Accepted’s Will.

With the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660, 
eighteen months after Oliver CROMWELL’s 
death, came the restoration of the Anglican 
Church and its surviving bishops.

Accepted FREWEN was appointed the 
Archbishop of York. He had amassed 
considerable wealth by the time of his 
death at the age of seventy-five in 1664, 
thanks to revenues from the general return 
of ecclesiastical properties to the Church. 
His tomb lies at one end of York Minster, 
overlooked annually by thousands of tourists 
enjoying the medieval stained glass of the 
cathedral’s Great East Window.

Despite the dramatic romance of the tale, it seems unlikely that Oliver 
CROMWELL ever offered £1000 for the life of Accepted FREWEN. There is 
no mention of it in the earliest biographies of FREWEN’s life, written in the 
late 17th and early 18th centuries. My research failed to find evidence of a 
bounty on any bishop’s head in this period and so historically it makes little 
sense. The first reference to the story can be found in Thomas FREWEN’s “A 
Just and Plain Vindication of the the Late Dr FREWEN” which was written in 
1743. This was about one hundred years after the events described. The story 
was then repeated in 19th century biographies and a book of FREWEN family 
history published in 1909. The tale was discarded by FREWEN’s most recent 
biographer. But … perhaps there is some truth at the bottom of this legend. One 
never knows in family history research when another source may come to light!

Archbishop Accepted Frewen 
tomb, York Minster
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DNA Downunder Ambassadors Related
Marilyn Woodward

The question is often asked - how can DNA assist me in my family history 
research? A great opportunity to find out is coming to Canberra with the DNA 
Downunder Roadshow in August this year. 

Recently in preparation for the conference, which will be in Canberra 
26 August 2019, I applied and was successful, in being appointed a DNA 
Ambassador to help promote what is going to be a fantastic, not to be missed 
event. When reviewing the list of ambassadors, I recognised a name – Jeanette 
Callan*. Could this be the same Jeanette who shares an ancestor with me? 
After some emails – yes! An interest in genealogy and family history must run 
in families.

I have never met Jeanette and don’t even know where she lives but we have 
been in contact sporadically over the last three years after discovering through 
our research we shared the name GABRIEL in our family trees. But Jeanette 
had a strange story. Her grandfather, George Millard KERVILLE was apparently 
taken aside at a funeral and advised that the father he and his siblings had 
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known all their life was not their biological father. Their father was actually the 
long-term boarder in the home, Leo Brenell GABRIEL. While this knowledge 
was kept secret in the family, it was true that Leo GABRIEL had married their 
mother in 1939 after the death of her husband George KERVILLE.

After extra traditional research we found that Leo GABRIEL, born 1889 in 
Prahan, Victoria, Australia, was the son of James GABRIEL and Minnie Louise 
TURNER. I had a James GABRIEL in my tree also, as the brother of my great 
grandfather, Thomas GABRIEL, born 1862, Bandon, Cork, Ireland. James’ 
baptism was found in the Ireland, Catholic Parish Registers, 1655-1915, father 
Thomas GABRIEL; mother Mary SULLIVAN, baptised 1 February 1860 Bandon, 
Cork, Ireland.

Sometime after this DNA entered the story. Unbeknown to each other Jeanette 
and I had undertaken DNA Autosomal tests and there we were on each other’s 
lists of DNA matches, sharing centimorgans. Since then Jeanette has tested her 
mother, her children and a first cousin. I have tested my son and - yes, we all 
match each other within the correct range of centimorgans. DNA has established 
Jeanette’s family story was true and confirmed our traditional family research. 
Through DNA we have verified I am a third cousin to Jeanette’s mother and a 
third cousin once removed to Jeanette.

We discovered brothers James and Thomas GABRIEL both joined the Merchant 
Navy at an early age. James served for thirteen years and then emigrated to 
Melbourne, where he continued to be a mariner. Thomas on the other hand, 
jumped ship in Sydney and made his way to Campbelltown, NSW in 1881, 
where he kept away from the sea and became a dairy farmer and labourer. 
Despite the years of sailing the seas and living in different parts of Australia, 
James and Thomas must have kept in contact as Thomas named his daughter 
Minnie Louise, the name of James’ wife.

Similar to Jeanette appearing in my DNA 
matches unexpectedly now her name has once 
again appeared in the list of DNA Downunder 
ambassadors. We are not only excited about 
meeting each other but also at attending what is 
going to be an amazing experience. The conference 
keynote speaker is the world renowned genetic 
genealogist, Blaine Bettinger, author of what almost 
could be called the bible on DNA for family research, 
“The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic 
Genealogy”. Joining Blaine will be other well-known 
and knowledgeable genetic genealogists from Australia and New Zealand such 
as Michelle Patient, Kerry Farmer and Louise Coakley to name a few.

The conference is in Canberra 26 August 2019 and the three day 
Sydney conference (with different topics) is 29-31 August 2019. Go to 
www.dnadownunder.com for the full program and speakers.
*Name changed for privacy.
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of the British East India Army
Peter Grills

In his President’s report in the March Ancestral Searcher, Nick Reddan 
comments on his recent visit to India, and tracing ancestors who were in the 
East India Company Army in India.

This struck a chord, as my wife, Margarida, and I have just returned from a 
holiday in India where we, too, followed up on an ancestor of my wife who 
served in the East India Company Army and died in India in 1828.

James BONTEIN was born in 1787, the youngest son of Sir James BONTEIN 
of Balglas, Scotland, a knight of the Privy Council and a very influential Scottish 
laird.

James joined the British East India Company Army as a cadet in 1807, and 
was posted to Calcutta later that year, where he was promoted to Cornet. He 
fought in the 3rd Mahratta war and other campaigns, and by 1825 he was a 
captain in the 1st Light Calvary. He died in 1828.

Long standing family history records of my wife’s family show that her great 
great grandfather was Edward BONTEIN who married Julia Maria GARCIAS in 
Macau in 1841. There are no records of Edward’s birth or death in Macau or any 
other records giving a direct link to his ancestry.

However British East India Company records and other research show that 
Captain James BONTEIN had 3 children christened in Calcutta, including a son, 
Edward, christened in 1817. This is consistent with the age of Edward BONTEIN 
in Macau when he was married.

The christening records of Captain BONTEIN’s three children do not give a 
mother’s name, so it appears probable that Captain BONTEIN had a ‘Bibi’ or 
common law Indian wife. This is consistent with Margarida’s DNA results, which 
show an ancestor born in the region of Varanasi (previously Benares) where 
Captain BONTEIN was serving when he died.

It may also explain why, on Sir James BONTEIN’s memorial tomb stone, James 
is not included amongst the list of his wife and children. In 1817 a son taking an 
Indian wife would seem likely to have been socially unacceptable to a Scottish 
noble family!

The British East India Company had operations in both India and Macau. In any 
event, other records in Macau are consistent with Edward arriving in Macau 
from India in about 1835, so we have accepted that it is more probable than not 
that he was the same Edward BONTEIN who was the son of Captain James 
BONTEIN of Benares.

In search of Captain James Bontein 
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Other research had previously revealed that when Captain James BONTEIN 
died in 1828, he was buried in the South Park Cemetery, Calcutta. As our Indian 
tour itinerary included Kolkata (Calcutta), and some free time, we decided to try 
and find his grave. I was not optimistic, as the South Park Cemetery is no longer 
an active cemetery, and was closed to new burials more than 150 years ago. 
However, I thought even general photos would be of interest to my wife’s family.

To our pleasant surprise, our experience mirrored that of Nick’s experience 
at Chennai. Inside the cemetery gate was a small table selling guides to the 
burial plots, and a history of the cemetery. A guide there asked our interest, and 
promptly found the record of Captain James BONTEIN’s burial for us, and his 
plot number. He explained that every grave site was sequentially numbered, 
with the numbers shown on a map of the cemetery and on the headstone/tomb. 
So he was able to take us to the exact gravesite. The headstone was gone, but 
the tomb on the plot next to it was numbered, and it was clear that this was the 
correct site.

So to my delight I was able to take photo of Margarida standing in front of 
the grave of her 3G-grandfather. Her mother (still alive at 93 and also a keen 
historian of her family) was thrilled and touched that we had taken the time and 
been so successful in our search. 

The guide to the graves, and the 
history of the cemetery, were each 
for sale for R100 ($2.00) so we were 
able to bring her back a copy of each. 

Our local guide during the tour of 
Kolkata told us that in fact many 
British and Australian tourists have 
similar interests, and their guided tour 
highlighted many of Kolkata’s links to 
the British East India Company. So 
for this one Australian couple, our 
family history links to Kolkata added 
a very rewarding extra dimension to 
our holiday.

“The South Park Street Cemetery 
Calcutta” book cover.
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a failed Dickensian felon
Cathie Humphries

Unknowingly following in the later footsteps of Charles Dickens’ Saffron Hill 
characters, thanks to his efforts in unsuccessfully pickpocketing a handkerchief, 
teenager Robert HUMPHRIES was no Artful Dodger. He was transported to 
Australia, despite having no previous criminal record.

Robert was born around 1810 and he was baptised on 17 May 1812 at 
St Andrew’s Holborn. His parents, Thomas and Mary, resided in Leather Lane at 
Saffron Hill (very close to where Robert would be apprehended on Union Court).

The reprobate residents of Saffron Hill and its decrepit thoroughfares such as 
Leather Lane, Union Court, Field Lane and other streets of dubious repute were 
the inspiration for Dickens’ 1830s tale, with such characters as Oliver Twist, 
Fagan and the Artful Dodger. 

We know almost nothing of Robert’s life prior to his trial in early 1828, although 
he was a bricklayer like his father1, as was his older brother Philip. At the time of 
his arrest, he was probably living not too far from where his crime was committed, 
either with his parents or in a local lodging house. Saffron Hill was not the 
most salubrious of locations; residents lived in extreme poverty, a reasonable 

explanation of why Robert 
was pickpocketing desirable 
items for resale.

On 16 February 1828, 
Robert, aged 17, was 
indicted for stealing a 
handkerchief valued at 
three shillings from William 
GAVEN. Sadly, he was 
sentenced at the Old Bailey 
on 21 February 1828 to 
seven years transportation.

As the stolen handkerchief was quite costly (roughly equivalent to £10 or AUD20 
today2), this indicates that it was probably silk. 

Following his sentencing, Robert was moved from Newgate Prison on 10 March 
to the prison hulk Ganymede3 which was moored at Chatham on the Thames. 
He spent over 12 months there in terrible conditions, probably working hard 
labour, before he moved to the John on 19 May 1829 for his journey to the 
colony on 22 May. While on the Ganymede, he met his future neighbour and 
eventual common-law spouse of his wife-to-be Bridget CONSIDINE, convicted 

Robert Humphries –

Saffron Hill Rookery  showing Union Court, Leather Lane and Field 
Lane http://mapco.net/bowles1775/bowles06_02.htm#image,
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highwayman George REYNOLDS, who shared his imprisonment on the 
Ganymede and John.

188 convicts set sail on John’s second voyage, which departed from Sheerness 
for Sydney on 27 May 1829. In addition to the convicts on board, there was 
a military guard, accompanied by four women and four children. Passengers 
included Archdeacon William BROUGHTON and his family. In his Journal, 
John’s Surgeon John LOVE stated4:

The state of the health both of the prisoners … has been most satisfactory 
… none who I would have ever been obliged to put on the sick list … the 
prisoners were on deck nearly the whole time from seven in the morning 
until sundown in the evening.

John arrived in Port Jackson on a showery 13 September with no deaths on 
the voyage. A muster was held on board by Colonial Secretary MACLEAY 
on 17 September. The prisoners disembarked on 24 September in a healthy 
condition.

A majority were already luckily allocated to country areas the following day, 
including Robert who was sent to Dr Andrew GIBSON from Argyle County, a 
former Assistant Surgeon and later local magistrate.5

Throughout his sentence, Robert remained in the Goulburn area as a labourer 
/ stockman / shepherd. As the Goulburn Plains area had only been relatively 
recently opened up for settlement, farming land was still being cleared and so life 
would have been very harsh with primitive living conditions. Initially, there would 
have been perceived threats from local aboriginals. The best accommodation 
for convicts to cope with the bitter winters and hot summers would have been in 
draughty and isolated slab or wattle and daub huts or convict stockades. Very 
few of these huts have survived due to the poor building materials used. Overall 
living conditions were probably healthier and safer for Robert than the tenement 
slums in crime ridden Saffron Hill. His living quarters can be unfavourably 
contrasted with those of his masters and later employers.

Robert’s Certificate of Freedom was issued on 23 April 1835.6 It indicated that 
he may have grown slightly since his arrival in NSW. His eye colour seems to 
have been a problem for officials.7 He was clearly a model prisoner and had 
committed no crime since his arrival in 1829.

Robert worked in the Goulburn area for the rest of his life. This indicates that 
he was a trusted and valued employee and that he was happy to stay. There 
is no record of any criminal conviction or bad behaviour for the rest of his life. 
Following the granting of his freedom, he was married at Goulburn Plains (now 
Goulburn) in 1836 to Irish orphan Bridget CONSIDINE. Her family also has 
strong roots in the region.

After their marriage, Robert and Bridget settled on Wollogorang (owned by 
the CHISHOLM family). In the 1841 census, Robert and Bridget were living on 
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Tarrago Lagoon between Breadalbane and Lake George, probably a Chisholm 
property and not far from Wollogorang.

Robert and Bridget had four children: Michael, Robert, Elizabeth and James. At 
some stage after the birth of James and certainly before March 1848 when she 
gave birth to her next son (with George REYNOLDS), after just over 10 years 
marriage with Robert, Bridget took 
up with their neighbour and Robert’s 
former fellow inmate, George 
REYNOLDS.8

It would be interesting to speculate 
on how this relationship worked 
between the two families – and what 
role the relationship between George 
and Robert played as their children 
socialised according to newspaper 
articles of the period.9

There are further newspaper articles which give us a small window into Robert’s 
life after Bridget left him. In the 1850s, Robert was back on Wollogorang10 – 
living next door to his former felon colleague, George REYNOLDS and Bridget.

Based on an advertisement in a local newspaper in January 186711, Robert 
was living in Gunning. In 1874, Robert was still there and had clearly returned 
to bricklaying as there were several advertisements in the local paper seeking 
tenders for the making and burning of 80,000 bricks.

Robert died suddenly in Gunning NSW in January 1898 aged 88 of a “rupture of 
the heart” and was buried in Gunning.

His descendants number in the hundreds. What would Robert have said if he 
had known that his great grandson would be a convicted associate of Sydney 
underworld figure Kate LEIGH, or that his three times great grandson an ACT 
Senator and Chief Minister, Gary Humphries? Or that his two times great 
nephew would be Australia’s 18th Prime Minister?12

1 According to his convict indent.
2  http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter £1 pound in 1829 was equal to about 5 days’ 

wages for a skilled tradesman
3 Ganymede was originally the French frigate Hébé captured in 1809. She was converted to a prison hulk in 

1819 and broken up in 1838.
4 Free Settler or Felon, https://www.jenwilletts.com/convict_ship_john_1829.htm, Accessed 28 March 

2019.
5 New South Wales, Australia, Convict Indents, 1788-1842 Bound Indentures 1829. New South Wales 

Government. Bound manuscript indents, 1788–1842. NRS 12188, microfiche 614–619,626–657, 660–
695. State Records Authority of New South Wales, Kingswood, New South Wales, Australia, Ancestry.com, 
Accessed 28 March 2919.

6 Robert Humphries, Certificate of Freedom, State Archives and Records New South Wales, Sydney, 
[4/4327; Reel 994]. No conditional pardon or ticket of leave documents have been discovered. 

Wollogorang homestead with CHISHOLM family 
http://wollogorangnewsviews.blogspot.com.au
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7 Robert’s indent indicated a height of 5ft 3in and his eyes as being hazel, but the person appeared to have 
started writing ‘grey’ as a crossed out ‘g’ appears before ‘hazel. His CoF indicates grey eyes and a height 
of 5ft 4in,

8 This common-law relationship was confirmed in articles in The Goulburn Post in 1870, where a trial 
involving both the families was reported on, mentioning that Bridget and George were living as man and 
wife.

9 For example, Goulburn Police Court, Wednesday, March 17, The Goulburn Herald and Chronicle, Saturday, 
20 March 1875, p. 3.

10 Stolen or strayed, Advertising, The Goulburn Herald and County of Argyle Advertiser, Saturday, 
9 December 1854, p. 2.

11 One Pound reward, Advertising, The Goulburn Herald and Chronicle, Saturday, 20 June 1874, p. 5.
12 Rt Hon Sir John McEwen GCMG CH (via his wife Bridget Considine).

What’s new at Education and Events?
Sue Pillans & Clare McGuiness

There may still be just enough time to hear the Chief Herald of Scotland, 
Lord Lyon, at a very special meeting to be held in the Education Room from 
5pm on Sunday 9th June. The June Seminar on 23rd June is looking at the 
new features of FamilySearch, which will be applicable to both new and 
experienced researchers. Registration is via the website, the Library or to 
registration@familyhistoryact.org.au. Another June or July event to quickly 
register for will be a guided introduction to the Mint’s latest exhibition on 
Bushrangers. 

To keep as many people in the loop as possible, we plan to publish a six-month 
calendar of Education and Events each January and July, to be delivered by 
email. This will present at a glance all the events on offer which are not part 
of the routine SIG and SUG meetings. The email will be separate from the 
President’s Newsletter.

Monthly meeting speakers will include Chris Lindesay on Heraldry, Alistair 
Crombie on the Hall School Museum, Jeff Brown (Surveyor-General of 
the ACT) on the details of maps and author Jenny Horsfield. Seminars will 
include a full day presented by Heather Garnsey and Martin Killion of Society 
of Australian Genealogists on Saturday 27th July, updates on TROVE from 
NLA staff and a half/whole dayseminar program presented by UK genealogist 
David Wright. There will be trips to NSW State Archives and the Hall School 
Museum. Please keep an eye on the Courses page of the website, or contact 
registration@familyhistoryact.org.au

HAGSOC is often asked to speak to external groups, and often in Family History 
Month. To date we have agreed to provide speakers in August to Mugga Mugga 
Cottage and the Belconnen Senior Citizens group. However we desperately 
need speakers to volunteer. If you feel you could give a generic talk on family 
history we would love you to contact as soon as possible.
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A Winter Wedding
Bernadette Hayes

Rain was falling as my great-grandmother Catherine O’TOOLE woke up on the 
morning of Saturday 15 July 1865, but this did not dampen her spirits. Catherine 
was twenty-one years old, and this was her wedding day. It had been raining all 
week and her family had some distance to go to reach the church, St Mary’s in 
Mintaro. Catherine must have hoped they would not get bogged on the rough 
and slippery roads. The local correspondent for the newspaper reported that 
some very heavy rains had fallen within the last 24 hours, and “it still looks very 
gloomy with every appearance of more wet.”1 His prediction of more rain was 
correct, for a few days later he reported “Since my last communication we have 
had constant rains with but few hours intermission.”2 

Catherine was born in Adelaide in 1844. Her parents, grandparents, aunt and 
uncles arrived in South Australia in 1840. They were Irish immigrants from 
County Wicklow. By 1865 Catherine was living with her parents and extended 
family on a farm in the Hundred of Apoinga, a few kilometres south of the big 
copper mine at Burra. There was no direct road to Mintaro and the O’TOOLE 
family would have travelled a circuitous route via Black Springs and Farrell Flat.

I wondered why St Mary’s Church was the location for the wedding as the 
O’TOOLE family did not have any connection with Mintaro. The answer could 
lie in an event which occurred a couple of years earlier. In April 1863, a joint 
wedding ceremony for Catherine’s sisters Mary and Margaret had taken place 
at the O’TOOLEs’ home in Apoinga. Perhaps Catherine thought that when it 

was her turn to marry, she would 
like to have a church ceremony. The 
nearest church was Saint Mary’s 
which opened on 23 November 
1856.3 

The young man she was to marry on 
this rainy day, Patrick HAYES, had 
arrived in South Australia in 1849 
as a nine-year old with his parents, 
sister and infant brother. They were 
immigrants from County Galway. 
The experience of living through the 
Famine as a young child must have 
left memories which could not easily 
be forgotten and may have been a 
formative influence on his character. 

It was customary for boys to begin 
working from about the age of 
fourteen, so Patrick was probably 
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earning his keep from a young age. His father Thomas bought land near 
Kapunda in 1858, and thereafter Patrick helped his father on the land.4 As well 
as helping the family with farming, Patrick wanted to earn his own income. He 
started working as a bullocky, carting copper between the mine at Burra to 
the railway terminus at Kapunda. He would have been very young to do this 
hazardous and dangerous work. Sometimes a load overturned on the rough 
roads, killing both bullocks and driver.

Patrick and Catherine may have met at Apoinga, one of the resting stops for 
the bullock teams.5 Many of the bullockies were Irish and would have had 
connections amongst the Irish families living in the area. The bullock teams 
operated in spring and autumn – the summers were too hot for the animals 
and in winter muddy road conditions made carting heavy loads impossible. This 
could be the reason why a date in mid-winter was chosen for the wedding.

On 27 May 1865, seven weeks before the wedding, Patrick took out a lease for 
one of the sections owned by his father for a term of four years.6 Patrick now had 
a place of his own to bring his young bride. He was on the path to independence.

THE WEDDING
Catherine and Patrick were married by the Austrian Jesuit priest, Father Joseph 
TAPPEINER. He was the district’s first parish priest and rode by horseback 
to Mintaro to say Sunday Mass once a fortnight.7 The wedding was probably 
a solemn occasion with only family members present. Patrick and Catherine 
both signed the marriage certificate with their (x) mark. Patrick was illiterate 
but Catherine may not have been. She may have signed with her (x) mark as a 
symbol of solidarity with her husband.8 

Given the distance between 
Kapunda and Mintaro, I can’t 
be sure who from Patrick’s 
side of the family may have 
attended the wedding. Patrick 
was the eldest and his 
younger sisters were aged 
only eight and five. Given the 
cold and wet weather, I think 
it unlikely that they all would 
have travelled the distance, 
but perhaps his parents were 
there. 

It may have been late in the day when the wedding was over and the weather 
continued to be intensely cold.9 I imagine that Patrick and Catherine may 
have spent the night in one of Mintaro’s two hotels, the Magpie and Stump 
(1850) or the Devonshire Arms (1856). Perhaps they commenced the long 
journey to Kapunda after attending Sunday Mass at St Mary’s and receiving the 
congratulations of the parishioners. 

St Mary’s Church Mintaro 
September 2016. Photo: Ramesh Thakur.
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I cannot help but think of my great-grandparents with affection. They were a 
young couple with hope in their hearts. I wonder about their conversation on the 
way to Kapunda as they planned their future together. Their 12th and youngest 
child was my grandfather, William Michael HAYES, born in 1890.
1 ‘Mintaro’, Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904) Saturday 15 July 1865, page 2
2 Since my last communication we have had constant rains with but few hours intermission. It is at the 

present moment raining very heavily. It is to be hoped sincerely that the Far North may have had the same 
benefit conferred on it which we all in some measure feel. ‘Mintaro’, South Australian Register (Adelaide, 
SA : 1839 - 1900) 21 July 1865, page 4

3 I have many ancestors buried in the graveyard of this church, but none from the HAYES or O’TOOLE 
families. 

4 3 December 1858. Land Grant to Thomas HAYES for Sections 242 and 243, Hundred of Belvidere, County 
Light. Register Book 3, Folio 36. South Australian Integrated Land Information System (SAILIS) Historical 
Name Index Search 1858-1863, page 30. https://www.sailis.sa.gov.au/home/auth/login

5 Apoinga Lagoon was an unexpected spread of fresh water in a dry region.
6 The agreement was that £16 would be paid on 27 May each year. The section contained 72 acres. 

Memorial 141, Book 237. Old System Records, General Registry Office, Netley, Adelaide. 
7 Father Joseph TAPPEINER arrived in South Australia from Austria in 1852. He was much beloved by his 

Irish parishioners. “At that period Mintaro and district contained a strong Irish element fresh from the ‘old 
land’, which is ever noted for the wonderful love of the Soggarth Aroon, (Gaelic for ‘dear priest’) but even 
in that country it would have been impossible to equal the bonds of affection which existed between the 
Irish settlers and the Austrian Jesuits.” Gerald A. Lally, A Landmark of Faith, Church of the Immaculate 
Conception Mintaro and its Parishioners 1856 – 2006, Clare South Australia 2006, p 10

8 Catherine’s father John O’TOOLE witnessed the document with his (x) mark, but Margaret LARKIN signed 
her name. If her younger sister Margaret could sign her name, it would seem to be highly likely that 
Catherine could also.

9 ‘Kapunda’, Adelaide Observer (SA : 1843 - 1904) 15 July 1865, page 1.

Games we Played

Jeanette Hahn on the see-saw and the swing Spring 1959 in Yarralumla, Canberra.
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in the early 1950’s
June McKenzie

At the Demonstration School I went to, the girls & boys were in separate 
buildings, classes & playgrounds from Years 3 to 6. As well as the usual ball 
games, many variations of ‘Hopscotch’ and ‘Hide and Seek’, two games that I 
fondly remember, are ‘Letters’ and ‘May I?’ I liked any games that didn’t involve 
a lot of running.
In ‘Letters’ the line of girls would stand about six to eight yards (pre metric) 
back from one girl out the front. She would call out a letter and you would take 
as many ordinary steps for the number of times that letter was in your name. 
I particularly liked ‘E’ as I had five in my three names. The first person to reach 
the finish line where the caller was standing won and then became the caller for 
the next game.
In ‘May I?’ the set up was the same but this time, the leader would call your name 
and tell you to do a certain action. Choices were varied, six dolly steps, two 
strides, three hops, two twirls or whatever. You had to say ‘May I?’ Sometimes 
you were told “no”. If the answer was “yes”, you did the action. This game was 
prone to the caller making sure her friends won and not as fair as ‘Letters’.
One of my favourite ball games that you could play by yourself or with a couple 
of friends was ‘Sevens’. You threw the ball against a wall and caught it on the 
full seven times, then with one bounce six times and different variations down 
to one, which was the hardest. As soon as you missed it your turn was over. 
I was good at this.
One old fashioned sport, I recall was ‘Vigaro’, something like cricket. The one 
thing I didn’t like about it was that the teacher chose the captains who then took 
it in turn to pick their team. Of course they chose their friends first, so if you 
weren’t any good or not popular you would be left to the last. 
In our playground, about a couple of hundred yards from the classroom block, 
was a weathershed with an open front. In wet or cold weather we sat in there to 
eat our lunch. You had to be early to get a seat as there were only seats round 
the walls. Games like ‘I Spy’ and ‘Jacks’ were played.
At home, pre TV days, I would play board games with my three older siblings. 
Favourites were ‘Chinese Checkers’, ‘Sorry’, ‘Ludo’ and ‘Monopoly’. For card 
games, we played ‘Grab’, ‘Snap’, ‘Fish in the Hand’, ‘Fish on the Ground’. Mum 
would take the “niggly” out of the leg of lamb, clean, dry & paint it. Five made a 
set of jacks. I have long fingers so I became quite good at this game. Outside 
I would play marbles with my two brothers and an uncle when he visited. When 
I was a little older, I played ‘Scrabble’ particularly with Mum and this continued 
until she was in her early nineties. I still play it regularly.
Writing about these games has brought back a lot of happy memories for me.

Memories of games
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Hawkshaws Part 2
Julie Austin

In the last edition of TAS I wrote about finding where my great great grandparents 
lived in Ireland with the help of some local people living in the area in 2017. My 
great grandmother, Eugenie SMITH nee HAWKSHAW, always told her family 
she was born at Glengower (in 1875), and her birth registration said Deep 
Creek, Yandoit. Six months after our trip to Ireland we went on a similar quest to 
find where Glengower and Deep Creek were in Victoria’s Goldfield region. Just 
as in Ireland, with the help of local people we met along the way, we located the 
exact spot where my ancestors lived.

My great great grandparents, Benjamin 
William HAWKSHAW and Anne/Annie Maria 
MOYLAN married in 1865 at Runneymede 
(Elmore) in Victoria. Both were first 
generation immigrants from Ireland. How 
they met and why they were in Runneymede 
is a mystery. All that was there in 1865 
were some pastoral leases, a hotel and a 
post office.1 There is no official record of 
their marriage perhaps because there was 
no church at Runneymede then. However 
the date of their marriage is recorded 
consistently on the birth registrations of 
their children, which suggests the marriage 
was official. Between their marriage in 1865 
and the birth of their second child Thomas 
in 1869, they moved to Deep Creek, in the 
Parish of Yandoit, Victoria.

Finding Castlemaine, then Yandoit and Campbelltown was the easy part, but 
where was Deep Creek and Glengower? Becoming mildly lost, we came to a 
fork in the road and saw a man working with his shovel so we asked him for 
directions. He was very interested in why we were looking for Deep Creek and 
called his wife, who knew the area very well as she had lived there all of her life. 
This was our stroke of luck as she knew immediately where we were looking for, 
saying “that would be Hockshaw’s Paddock”. 

Our new friend belonged to the DAVIES family, who had been in the area since 
the 1860s. The parish maps of 1870 clearly show the holdings of Evan and 
Thomas DAVIES. Their land was once part of the Glengower pastoral run. 
The large runs like Glengower were broken up following the introduction of the 
Victorian Land Act 1869 and divided into small blocks to encourage farming and 
allow the selectors to pay off their land over many years. The nearby town of 

Striking Gold in Ireland -

Anna Maria HAWKSHAW nee MOYLAN.
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Campbelltown was established around 1861 and named after Donald Campbell 
who part owned and managed Glengower from 1854.

Since around 1869 the DAVIES’ family has owned the land where the 
HAWKSHAWs lived. Through the generations that land has become known 
as “Hockshaw’s Paddock” but no-one knew why. After explaining who the 
HAWKSHAWs were, our new friend took us to the “Paddock” and showed us 
the site where the HAWKSHAWs’ hut once stood. It is in a very pretty valley 
not far from the DAVIES family homestead but all that marks the spot today is 
a plum tree. 

The HAWKSHAWs lived there for about ten years from the late 1860s. Benjamin 
was probably renting the “Paddock” from the DAVIES as we know he worked as 
a bullock driver and carter during that time. He may have also been prospecting 
as there was a lot of gold around there. 

Evidently the HAWKSHAW and DAVIES were more than neighbours as Mrs 
DAVIES was a nurse and witness when Thomas, the second son, was born in 
1869. Tragically, Thomas died when he was just eight months old from burns 
and was buried in Glengower Cemetery on 4 March 1870. Thomas DAVIES was 
the informant of his death.

Three more children followed - John born in 1871 and Annie Maria born 1873 
at Glengower. Eugenie, the fifth child, was born on 12 May 1875. Although her 
mother was the informant Eugenie was recorded as being a male called Eugene, 
born at Deep Creek, near Yandoit and “Mrs Davis” was again the witness and 
nurse.

The family moved north in the late 1870s to take up their own farm of 320 acres 
at Ulupna, seven kilometres west of Tocumwal on the Murray River. Three more 
children were born - William in 1878, Catherine in 1880, and Benjamin in 1882. 
Their time there was short lived before the family finally settled at Jerilderie, 
NSW.
1 https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/runnymede Accessed January 2017.

“Hockshaws Paddock”, Deep Creek.
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Thomas Henry HART (1791 – 1853) Heather Allsopp
Convicted: 14 September 1814 at the Old Bailey. Convicted of robbery and 
given a death sentence, which was commuted to transportation for life.
Transported: Ocean, arrived 30 January 1816
Thomas was born in Hertfordshire. He married Irish convict, Frances SHANNON  
(qv) on 1 January 1817. Together they had eight children between 1817 and 
1837 (William Pittingeld, Thomas Henry, Charles Brodie, Frances, Mary Ann, 
Alfred Francis, Emily Jane and Elizabeth Amelia). Both were pardoned in 1820. 
They had several business interests including a bakery in Pitt Street as well 
as general merchant’s premises in Pitt Street and the George and Dragon Inn. 
They bought the rights to the Sydney Markets and sold wheat and meat to 
the Government stores. Thomas, however, had not mended his ways and was 
convicted several times for receiving stolen goods, stealing Government lime, 
theft of a watch. He spent time at Port Macquarie and Norfolk Island. During one 
of these absences in 1827 Frances became pregnant to Dr James BOWMAN, 
surgeon-general and son-in-law of John MACARTHUR. Frances fled to Hobart 
with her children and a maid, to have the child, James Shannon Bowman 
HART and was followed there by Thomas who had acquired an early release. 
After bringing the family back to Sydney, he sued Dr BOWMAN for criminal 
conversation with his wife. Despite winning, he received only £50, not the £2000 
he was seeking (the first adultery case prosecuted in Australia). Frances died 
in 1839 and by 1842 Thomas had been declared insolvent. He died in 1853, 
but not before getting into more trouble, fathering a child, Jane in 1844, with his 
landlord’s daughter, Jane PRICE.

Hugh KELLY (c1783 – 1835) Heather Allsopp
Conviction: 1803 Armagh Assizes, Ireland. Convicted with Ann McDERMOTT of 
theft of sundry items of apparel from an out-house at Ballintemple. Sentenced 
to 7 years (Ann sentenced to 1 month).
Transported: 1803 Rolla to Port Jackson
Full pardon: April 1810
Assigned to Humphrey EVANS at Parramatta. EVANS died in 1805 when a 
tree fell on him and in 1808 Hugh married EVANS’ widow Mary nee DICKS 
(DYKES), who died in 1820. Hugh married again, to Esther HARLEY, daughter 
of free settler Thomas HARLEY. Esther bore him three daughters before she 
died in 1826, shortly after the death of Hugh’s young daughter Mary Ann from 
burns (daughter of Mary?). Hugh then married Eliza PURCELL, who bore him 
a son, Joseph. By the time he wrote his will in 1835, he had a fourth wife, Mary 
Anne.

150 Convicts
This is the final for our column. Thank you to all who have contributed to the convict 
stories in The Ancestral Searcher issues.
* (qv) ‘quod vide’ in some entries means the person has a bio in this article.
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Hugh received a conditional pardon in 1809 and a full pardon in 1810. Following 
the pardon he received a grant of 60 acres near the land he had inherited from 
his first wife, near the Windsor Road. He obtained a licence in 1820 for his 
premises as a “Half Way House” between Windsor and Parramatta. This inn 
became the “Bird in Hand”, continuing so for years after his death. He had earlier 
operated an illegal inn called “Nowhere Here”. Hugh established the Windsor 
Royal Mail coach service between Parramatta and Windsor in 1829. He also 
bought the right to collect tolls for crossing Howe Bridge over South Creek. He 
bought parcels of land at Pitt Town, the Hawkesbury, Goulburn Plains and Fish 
River (near Gunning). His many business interests included farming, transport 
and a public house. He left his wife, children, and even his brother Owen, well 
provided for. He died after a short but severe illness.

Frances SHANNON (c1798 - 1839) Heather Allsopp
Convicted: Nottingham Assizes 17 March 1815. Convicted with her widowed 
sister, Jane WARD, of stealing some English lace. Sentenced to 14 years.
Transported: Mary Anne arrived 19 January 1816
Frances was an Irish dressmaker. After arriving in Australia with her sister, she 
married fellow convict Thomas Henry HART. For details of their lives, see the 
previous convict item. Frances died in 1839.

Thomas Crump and his Marys
Jennifer Burgess

In London, Thomas CRUMPTON b 1774, a whitesmith by trade, received a death 
sentence (later commuted to transportation) for his crime of stealing twenty-
eight guineas, two silver tablespoons, six silver teaspoons, one silver milk pot, 
a pair of silver tea tongs, and two gowns from Mrs Sarah THOMPSON. He was 
with two others in this crime. When Thomas arrived in Sydney on the Surprise 
on 17 October 1794 there was another passenger of interest. Mary HARRISON 
b 1771 received a sentence of seven years for stealing a pair of stockings and 
spent time in Newgate Prison before transportation. Mary’s mother Elizabeth 
HARRISON was also convicted for stealing and transported on the Surprise. 

Thomas and Mary were married in Sydney on 12 March 1797. Their first son 
Thomas (my ancestor) was born 10 October 1797 and a second son Isaac born 
10 September 1799. Isaac does not appear after the 1806 muster.

In October 1800 Thomas stowed away on the Buffalo. Unfortunately for Thomas, 
Governor HUNTER was also on the ship. Thomas was found soon after the ship 
had cleared Sydney Heads. At the first port of call, Cape Town, South Africa, 
Thomas was put in the dungeons. He returned to Sydney on the Brig Queen 
Charlotte - his second arrival in chains. This time he was sent to Norfolk Island. 
Thomas returned from Norfolk Island in 1807 and was sent to Newcastle.

In the 1806 muster Mary HARRISON is living alone with her two children and 
nothing more is certain about her life. There is a Mary CRUMP widow who married 
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Thomas BARTON on 31 March 1810. There were two Thomas BARTON’s in the 
colony, one arrived 1796 Marquis Cornwallis, the second arrived 12 June 1801 
Earl Cornwallis. 

Soon after the marriage both returned to England on the Dromedary. There 
was a Mary HARRISON who died in Richmond in 1864. Both scenarios are 
attributed to Mary on Ancestry trees. 

Mary JOHNSON, was also convicted at the Old Bailey for stealing silver 
teaspoons and sentenced for seven years. She arrived on the Aeolus into 
Sydney on 26 December 1809. Mary married Edward WEBB in Sydney on 
15 January 1810 and had a son George. This marriage did not last. Mary’s next 
relationship was with Thomas CRUMP. 

In October 1810 Thomas returned temporarily to Sydney from Newcastle, 
probably to settle a dispute mentioned in the Sydney Gazette 18 June 1809 
about ownership of the premises, Crump’s House. The Colonial Secretary’s 
correspondence also mentions a debt owing to CRUMP in a letter dated 30 
April 1811. During this time Thomas had other concerns. The Sydney Gazette 
20 October 1810 reports that CRUMP had charged Elizabeth FIELDING with 
stealing his pocketbook containing sundry promissory notes, and other papers 
amounting to 50 pounds. Thomas admitted that he had been in a state of 
intimacy with Elizabeth, had been very intoxicated and could not remember what 
had happened after midnight. In the morning he did realise his possessions 
were missing and could remember Elizabeth’s name. Elizabeth’s defence was 
unconvincing and she was sentenced to two years in the Female Factory at 
Parramatta. 

Back in Newcastle Thomas had George CROSSLEY, a London Solicitor, 
who had been convicted for forging a will, write a glowing reference about 
his character. The Commandant in Newcastle did not believe this reference. 
He knew that CRUMP had been living with Mary and their behaviour was so 
troublesome, Mary had asked to be sent back to Sydney and when this was 
approved on 29 February 1812 Thomas was given a Conditional Pardon and 
returned to Sydney. Thomas resumed his relationship with Mary. They had eight 
children between 1814 and 1823. The children were baptised as JOHNSON 
or CRUMPTON. Thomas disappeared to Van Diemen’s Land with his son, 
Thomas, and Mary was forced to place her younger children in the Orphan 
School in July 1828. 

Mary JOHNSON, occupation washerwoman, is living on Gibbons Farm at Evan, 
on the 1828 census, seven children, including Arthur Benjamin age 14 are 
listed with Mary. Listed with Thomas CRUMP Jnr, on the 1828 census is Arthur 
Benjamin age 13 and Thomas Snr, now 58.

For this complicated family group my research is not complete but DNA matches 
to descendants of Thomas Snr and his son Thomas confirm my connection to 
this line.



81The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 42 No. 2

Nana’s Convicts
Barbara Toohey

I was not long married when Mum died and I created a family album with her 
collection of photos. I also visited Nana and created a family tree to go with the 
album. Nana had told me everything she knew and we had gone through her 
Bible to collect names and dates for her parents and grandparents. She was 
very proud to tell me that there were “No convicts in my family”.
After lots of research, including false leads and dead ends I finally unearthed the 
truth as I know it today. There were just 5 convicts on Nana’s branch!

John JONES (c1813 - 1892)
John was born circa 1813 at London, England – no birth record identified. 
In 1835, he was indicted for stealing linen, tried at the Old Bailey and transported 
for seven years. He arrived in Sydney in 1836 on the Moffatt, and was sent 
to Hyde Park Barracks before being assigned to Henry ZOUCH in Bathurst 
about 1839. He married Margaret CALL, daughter of David CALL and Catherine 
BEATHUME, on 6 March 1849 at Scots Church, Sydney, NSW. The marriage 
certificate states John was a bachelor of Sydney, and Margaret was a free 
immigrant.
He was residing at Bathurst as a servant in September 1850, then at Westbourne, 
Bathurst, in April 1852 he is described as a labourer and in August 1855 as a 
settler, still at Westbourne. By 1857, John is a farmer at Westbourne and in 
1862, John lists himself as a farmer at Lewis Ponds. 
He witnessed the death of Catherine BANNISTER on 3 May 1864 at Lexton, 
Victoria and family lore states that he returned from Victoria with Catherine’s 
daughter Sarah Phoebe DANN, age 12, and took her to her half-sister (Ann 
Mary JACKSON) at Grenfell. 

Nana’s convicts top row: 
John Jones, George Bell, Mary Ann McCormick, William Dann and Catherine Bannister.

Vera Mary 
Anne Jones

(19 May 1902 - 8 Apr 1986)

David Jones
(8 May 1872 - 28 Dec 1941)

Edith Catherine 
Schafer

(15 Mar 1872 - 14 Jun 1935)

David Jones
(1 Apr 1850 - 9 Jan 1929)

Mary Anne 
Bell

( Feb 1846 - 18 Mar 1930)

John 
Schaefer

( 1832 - 6 Apr 1885)

Sarah Phoeby 
Dann

(16 Oct 1851 - 25 May 1920)

John Jones
(circa 1814 - 5 May 1892)

Margaret 
Call

( 1822 - 15 Jan 1886)

George Bell
(3 Mar 1812 - 20 Aug 1895)

Mary Ann 
McCormick

( 1805 - 22 Dec 1879)

William Dann
(24 Sep 1820 - 7 Feb 1860)

Catherine 
Bannister

( 1809 - 3 May 1864)
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In the 70’s he is growing potatoes and cabbages at Mount Pleasant, where 
his daughter Sophia dies from eating indigestible food in 1872. On the death 
certificate of his daughter Catherine in 1878 he was recorded as John William 
JONES. In the 80’s he is back in Bathurst, where he is the witness for the death 
of his wife, Margaret, in Piper St, Bathurst in 1886. 
John is doing bricklaying to support himself until about 1890, when he 
started having long spells in Bathurst Hospital. He was eventually sent to the 
Parramatta Benevolent Asylum on 25 March 1892, having no family to support 
him. On his admission he listed relatives as 2 sons, 3 daughters; David (Albury 
line). Wm Hill Perth (Bathurst). Mrs GOUGH. Mrs TOUZELL, Perth (Bathurst). 
Mrs McALLISTER, Bourke. 
John dies in the Parramatta Benevolent Asylum on 5th May 1892 age 80yrs. 
His death certificate states that he was born in London and spent 59 years in 
the colony. This is only based on his admission record which states he arrived 
in 1833.
George BELL (1812 - 1895)
George was born on 3 March 1812 and baptized on 19 April 1812 at Square 
Chapel, Halifax, Yorkshire, England. He was a farm boy at Halifax when first 
convicted for 2 years in 1825. Then in 1827 at West Riding, Yorkshire: The 
charge was that:

George BELL late of Wakefield, in the West Riding of the County of York, 
Labourer on the thirteenth day of November in the eighth year of the 
reign of our Soverign Lord George the Fourth by the Grace of God the 
Defender of the Faith, with Force and Arms at the Parish of Huddersfield 
in the West Riding of the County of York, twenty yards of Canvas Wrapper 
of the value of ten shillings of the Goods and Chattels of one Samuel Clay 
then and there found did then and there feloniously steal, take and carry 
away against the Peace of our said Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity.

Witnesses: James CROSLAND, Benjamin WOOD, John PLATFORD and 
Thomas WRIGLEY. He was convicted and sentenced to be transported for the 
term of 7 years on 17 January 1828 at Wakefield Sessions, Yorkshire, ENG. 
He arrived in Sydney on 18 November 1828 on the Eliza and was assigned 
to John BROWN at Upper Minto, NSW. He was described as 5 foot 3 inches 
tall, ruddy complexion, light brown hair, light hazel eyes, with a scar on the left 
side of his chin, a small scar in the centre of his upper lip, a scar on the back of 
forefinger of the left hand and a scar betwixt source of thumb. 
George was granted a ticket of leave in April 1836 and after several applications, 
he was granted permission to marry Mary McCORMICK, another convict, the 
daughter of Owen McCORMICK, and they were married in October 1837 at 
Parish of St Peter C of E, Campbelltown. 
He was also present at the marriage of Frederick William WYNECK and Sarah 
BELL, his daughter, in July 1859 at Church of St Michael RC, Bathurst.
Mary died in 1879 at Eschol near Dubbo at the age of 74 years.
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In 1846 he was working as a labourer at Campbelltown, by 1871 he was a 
farmer and in 1890 described himself as a Gentleman. He died of Senile Decay 
in August 1895 at Dubbo, aged 83. 
Both Mary and George were buried in Dubbo Cemetery with significant 
headstones. The headstone for Mary still remains intact though it is starting to 
deteriorate. The headstone for George had been vandalised many years ago 
and the rubble removed. 

Mary Ann McCORMICK (1832 - 1879)
Mary arrived in Sydney as a convict on the Southworth in 1832. She had been 
convicted in Dublin for stealing a cloak and sentenced to 7 years transportation. 
She had a former conviction of 7 months and was described as 5 foot 1½ inches 
tall, ruddy complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes with a lost front tooth left side 
of upper jaw, scar on upper lip, and a scar left cheek bone. She was probably 
placed in the female factory in Parramatta and by 1836 she was assigned to 
Reverend Thomas REDDALL at Campbelltown. 
After several applications to marry George BELL, another convict, they were wed 
in October 1837 by Chaplain Thomas REDDALL. Mary obtained her Certificate 
of Freedom in January 1840. 

To The Memory
Of

MARY ANN BELL
DIED DECEMBER 27, 1879

AGED 72 YEARS

A loving wife, a mother dear
A faithful friend lays buried here.

In love she lived, in peace she died,
Her life was craved but God denied.

Also of
FREDERICK BELL

KILLED BY A FALL FROM A HORSE
MARCH 21, 1881

AGED 8

Weep not for me, my parents dear,
I am not dead but sleeping here.

My end you know, my grave you see,
Prepare yourself to follow me.
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Even though the marriage and baptisms of the first two children were Church of 
England, the last 3 children were baptised as Catholics and the Catholic faith 
continued down the family branch. Descendants “adjusted” the family stories to 
hide (at least) four convicts. 
William DANN (1821 - 1860)
William was born in 1821 at Cambridge, England. He was a Farm labourer and 
ploughman at Cambridge in 1838. He was convicted for house breaking and 
sentenced for transportation for 10 years on 15 March 1838 at Cambridge. 
The description given of William DANN is: able to read, farm labourer, 5 feet 4 
inches, age 17, pock marked complexion, brown hair, light hazel eyes, tattoo of 
anchor on left arm. 
He arrived in Van Dieman’s Land on the Egyptian I on 22 August 1839. By 
August of 1846, he was granted a Ticket of Leave with the following text: “The 
records against him being few and unimportant, and nearly eight years and a 
half of his ten years sentence having expired.” The number of years on his ticket 
of leave was recorded as 1 year 5 months, at which point he was granted an 
“Indulgence”.
He obtained a marriage license in August 1847 at Green Ponds, Van Dieman’s 
Land as a 25 year old bachelor, and married Catherine BANNISTER (qv), 
daughter of James BURNISTON and Ruth WHISTLER, on 27 August 1847 at 
Green Ponds, Brighton. 
William died on 7 February 1860 and is buried Lexton Cemetery, Talbot, Victoria. 
His age was listed as 40 in the cemetery record and there was a cross-reference 
to “Dan, C”, presumed to be “DANN, Catherine”. 
Note on the cemetery record that there is no death recorded in the register. 
Confirmed by search of both Electronic and Microfiche death registers for 
Victoria. Also not recorded in Vic Electoral roll for 1856.
Catherine BANNISTER (1809 - 1864)
Catherine was born in 1809 at Old Basing, HAM, England, baptised as Kitty 
and parents listed as James BURNISTON and Ruth WHISTLER. She was a 
needle woman, drip maker and kitchen hand as well as a known prostitute at 
Bassingstoke. 
She was arrested for “stealing a brooch from a person, with violence” and 
sentenced for life on 5 April 1827 at the Old Bailey, Middlesex for ‘larceny from 
a person’. She was sent to Australia on the Sovereign, arriving in Hobart Town, 
on 20 November 1827. On embarkation for Australia, her description was given 
as 5 feet 4½ inches with brown hair. 
She was 18 years old and the report of the ship’s surgeon shows her to be ‘a 
hard nut, always in trouble’. She was written up in the ship’s log for disobedience 
and misbehaviour, in defiance of the repeated warnings of the Surgeon 
Superintendent. On leaving the ship she was confined in a cell for 14 days on 
Bread & Water, to have her hair cut off and removed to the Female Factory at 
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George Town there to be kept at hard labour for 12 months from the date of her 
arrival. 
Up until 1834, she is variously reported as: “creating a disturbance and fighting”, 
“disorderly”, “out after hours at a Public House”, “Illegally at large”, “out after 
hours” - even after her marriage to another convict James JACKSON, son of 
James JACKSON and Hannah LELLIETT, in 1829 at Hobart, Van Dieman’s 
Land.
It wasn’t until she received her ticket of leave on 19 February 1836 that she 
faded from the view of the law. Her conditional pardon was applied for on 20 
September 1837 and approved on 31 January 1840. 
The book ‘Notorious Strumpets and Dangerous Women - Convict Women in Van 
Dieman’s Land 1803-1829’ by Phillip Tardiff, mentions Catherine BANNISTER 
(No 1239). She is also featured in ‘Convict Women’ by Kay Daniels. 
Catherine and James have 6 children between 1835 and 1845 and by 1847 she 
was a widow, age 38. 
She married William DANN, another convict, on 27 August 1847 at Green Ponds, 
Brighton, Van Dieman’s Land. They had a son, William Thomas who only lived 
a few years and a daughter, Sarah Phoebe, born October 1851. By 1860 both 
Catherine and William were at Burn Bank Creek, Lexton, Talbot, Victoria, where 
there is a death record for Catherine DAN on 3 May 1864, aged 60. William had 
died in 1860 and his burial record is cross-referenced to “Dan, C”. 
The informant on her death certificate is John JONES, neighbour, and the family 
story is that he brought Catherine’s daughter (Sarah Phoebe Catherine DANN, 
age 12) back to Grenfell in NSW where her half-sister (Anne Mary JACKSON) 
was living. 
Catherine was buried on 3 May 1864 at Lexton Cemetery, Victoria.

Connect and Participate Expo
HAGSOC was at the Connect and Participate Expo on Saturday 4th May. This 
community event showcases the range of opportunities available for Canberrans 
to join interest groups and social clubs. Many visitors came through the doors 

on the day and Society volunteers 
Gina Tooke, Robyn Heggen, David 
Wintrip, Tina Davey and Carmen 
Urquhart were on hand to chat to 
visitors about family history and 
promote the benefits of joining 
HAGSOC.

A successful day was capped off by 
a visit from members of the National 
Military Reenactment Group, 
dressed in their military and naval 
uniforms, bringing history to life.
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Whole Histories
A great weekend conference to extend your 

understanding of the times your families lived in.
Five members of HAGSOC have just attended the 3rd Whole Histories 
Conference in Galong. To those who do not know this venue, it is a converted 
monastery west of Yass which started life as an ex-convict’s pastoral empire. 
Hosted by Yass and District Historical Society, it is pitched towards local history 
– but what is this but the compilation of loads of local family histories?
There were talks on maps, life in country towns through film, publishing, 
innovative methods to engage and reward volunteers in organisations, mutual 
benefit societies, the Brindabellas and childrens’ literature. Though it may not 
focus on proving descent or searching records, the exploration of the lives of 
our ancestors (once we find them) is as important to family history as compiling 
the pedigree chart.
Look out early next year for the 4th Whole Histories at Galong and consider going 
for a special conference of fine dining, music and poetry readings, wonderful 
surroundings and a great program. Attending were Peter Mayberry, Jeanette 
Weeden, Phil Carter, Sue Pillans and Clare McGuiness.
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Every Family Has A Story 
Write Yours NOW!

The inaugural EM Fletcher writing award closes on 
15 July 2019. There is still plenty of time to enter. 
Send in your short stories of 1,500 – 2,000 words on 
a family history or genealogy theme and be in with a 
chance to win $1,000 and a special HAGSOC members’ 
only prize. 
Mary Lynn Mather, one of the competition judges, 
provides some advice to entrants “… it’s important to 
limit your focus. You may be tempted to squeeze in as 
much detail as possible … however, you need to resist 
the urge to include everything”. The question is how do 
we find that story? Mary Lynn’s advice is to “go back to 
when you were digging up the information. What made 
you excited or surprised?” 
The genre of writing is not limited, so try your hand at non-fiction, biography, 
creative non-fiction or perhaps fiction. References are not a requirement and it 
is the author’s decision whether to include these. Whether you are telling a story 
about one of your ancestors or sharing a personal memoir, the broad theme 
allows plenty of scope to be creative.
Information about the competition and how to enter is available on the Society’s 
website https://familyhistoryact.org.au. 
Please direct any questions to writingcompetition@familyhistoryact.org.au

Eunice M Fletcher.

SAG presents ...
HAGSOC Education Event

Join leaders of the Society of Australian Genealogists, Heather Garnsey and 
Martin Killion, for a day of understanding family history and extending your skills.
When  Saturday 27th July from 10am to 4pm
Where  Education Room at Cook

Morning session: Understanding
 10am A retrospective of 40 years of family history
 11.15 Filling the gaps in the middle though DNA

Afternoon Session: Extending skills
 1.15 UK Archives
 2.30 Ascertaining arrivals (in unexpected ways)
Cost Full day and catered lunch $75, Half day $35, Lunch $15. 
 Morning and afternoon teas included - maximum 45 so book early!
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Hot Sites
Cora Num FHGS

biography.senate.gov.au
Biographical Dictionary of the 
Australian Senate includes 
biographies and photographs of 
Australian senators and clerks of the 
Senate who completed their service in 
the Senate from 1901 to 2002.

www.sydneyaldermen.com.au
Sydney’s Aldermen - This site has biographical information, and photographs if 
available, on aldermen and councillors elected to serve on the City of Sydney 

Council since 1842. Research is 
ongoing into the other councils that 
have been absorbed within the 
boundaries of the City of Sydney 
local government area since 1842. 
Currently there are 1146 records 
available.

www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Pages/home.aspx
Parliament of New South Wales. This 
site lists the Parliamentary service 
history and the biographical details of 
all current and former members of the 
parliament since the first Legislative 
Council was constituted in 1824. 
There are over 2000 former members 
listed. Click on Members > Former 
members for access.
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www.parliament.tas.gov.au
Parliament of Tasmania. Click on 
Library & Resources > Historical 
Resources which includes lists of, 
and often photographs of, House 
of Assembly Clerks 1856 to date; 
Leaders of the Government - Upper 
House; Legislative Council Clerks 
1826 to date; Photographs of 
Parliament 1856 to date; Premiers 
1856 to date; Presidents 1856 to date; 
Tasmanian Labor Party Leaders 1901 to date; Tasmanian Liberal Party Leaders 
1945 to date; Tasmanian Green Leaders and Women Parliamentarians.

www.parliament.vic.gov.au/about/people-in-parliament/re-member
Re-member - A database of all 
Victorian MPs since 1851. This site 
is fully searchable or can be browsed 
alphabetically. Details such as when 
and where born and died, parents, 
marriage, occupation, religion, 
education, career and party are 
given plus details of political career. 
Photographs are also included.

www.churchhistories.net.au
Australian Christian Church Histories - This site contains a contemporary 
collection of over 1,662 Australian Christian churches. The site has a searchable 
database which includes (where available) the date the church was built, 
identification of the architect and 
builders, a list of clergy 6,923+, 
the dates they served and details 
pertaining to certain specific 
fixtures. The focus is on Australian 
mainstream Christian churches of 
the 18th and 19th centuries however 
the site does contain some more 
recent denominations. Images of the 
churches are also included.
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Hot Sources No. 144
Cora Num FHGS

RIDGE Sophy, Women Who Shaped Politics: 
Empowering Stories of Women Who Have Shifted the 
Political Landscape, Coronet, London, 2018, 304p. This 
book uncovers the extraordinary stories of the women 
who have shaped British politics. The author interviewed 
current and former politicians and gained an exclusive 
insight into the role women play in politics at the highest 
level. The historical and contemporary stories provide 
an insight into those women who put their lives on 
the line for equal rights, and those who were the first 
to set foot inside the chambers of power. This book is 
a celebration of the differing ways that women have 
shaped the political landscape. It also sheds light on 
the challenges faced by women in government today, 
telling us the ways that women working in politics battle 
the sexism that confront them on a daily basis.

NASH Robert (editor), A New Tapestry: Huguenot Families in Australia, Huguenot 
Society of Australia Newtown, NSW, 2015, 409p. Convicts, goldminers, wealthy 

squatters, governors of colonies, farmers, teachers and 
clergymen: their ancestors were religious refugees, but 
they came to Australia as migrants. This book tells the 
stories of thirty Huguenot (French Protestant) families 
from the 17th to the 21st centuries, concentrating on 
the lives of Huguenot-descended men and women 
in Australia, the challenges they faced and how 
they overcame them. They range from well-known 
Australians to many lesser-known pioneers. The book 
includes illustrations, maps, portraits, facsimiles and 
genealogical tables.

RAYMOND Stuart A, Tracing Your Roman Catholic 
Ancestors: A Guide for Family and Local Historians, 
Pen & Sword Family History, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, 
2018, 240p. There is a brief historical account covering 
the Roman Catholics from the sixteenth to the twentieth 
centuries. Available sources are identified with an 
explanation of their strengths and weaknesses. The 
structure of the Catholic Church is described, as are the 
various repositories where relevant archives and books 
can be found. Records relating to Roman Catholic 
clergy and religious orders are also included.



91The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 42 No. 2

RAYMOND Stuart A, Tracing Your Nonconformist 
Ancestors: A Guide for Family and Local Historians, 
Pen & Sword Family History, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, 
2017, 240p. In the mid-nineteenth century almost half 
of the English population were Nonconformists with 
very few villages where there was not at least one 
Nonconformist chapel. This book provides an overview 
of the many sources available to trace the activities of 
Nonconformist forebears. Numerous websites, libraries 
and archives are described in detail plus details of 
their strengths and weaknesses. Most Nonconformist 
denominations are covered including Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists, Quakers and Methodists plus 
obscure sects such as the Muggletonians and Glasites. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Mormons are also included. 

HEADON David, Alfred Deakin: The Lives, The Legacy, 
National Archives of Australia, Canberra, 2018, 100p. 
A look into the private, public and political life of the 
nation’s second Prime Minister. This book seeks to 
enliven interest in this formative period of the nation’s 
history. It’s the first publication in a multi-year project 
focused on Australia’s first eight prime ministers. 
This book is available as a free pdf download at 
https://tinyurl.com/yxvgbr39 

TURNBULL Malcolm J, Safe Haven: Records of the 
Jewish Experience in Australia, National Archives of 
Australia, Canberra, 1999 as a book, 2000 online, 
169p. Ever since the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788, 
Jewish people have been a small but significant group 
in Australian life. This guide charts the ups and downs 
of the Jewish experience – the difficulties maintaining 
religious traditions in a new land, the changing nature 
of the Jewish community, the treatment of Jews as 
immigrants and ‘aliens’, the mixed responses to the 
Holocaust and the creation of Israel. It also looks at 
the remarkable contributions that Jewish people have 
made to Australia’s political, economic, cultural and 
social life. This book can be read online for free at 
http://guides.naa.gov.au/safe-haven/contents.aspx.
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AUSTRALIA
• Graham JONES: “British Commonwealth Air Training 

Plan” (initially known as EATS – Empire Air Training 
Scheme) through which aircrew from Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand were trained in Canada 
during World War II. The New Zealand Genealogist 
Feb 2019 v50 n375 p30 (K9/60/02).

• Rod SMITH has published a book “Guinness Down 
Under” about the famous stout company and the 
family’s Australia and New Zealand connections. 
Four grandsons of the brewery founder Arthur 
GUINNESS and his wife Olivia arrived in the 1850s – 
two carrying on the GUINNESS line and two the sons 
of Mary Anne GUINNESS who married a Galway vicar Rev John BURKE, 
from a long-established and landed family. The New Zealand Genealogist 
Feb 2019 v50 n375 p12 (K9/60/02).

• Julie Ann WOOD is seeking information on her WOOD family. Her mother 
is Ethel Lilian WOOD, born at Berry, NSW. Her grandparents were Ruby 
Muriel NEWING (1896-1945) and Arthur Ardill WOOD (1891-1961). Other 
ancestors are Thomas WOOD who married Matilda Mary BRANDON; 
William WOOD who married Christine CONDIE at Sydney in 1860; Thomas 
WOOD who married Catherine STRANGER in 1826; and Hugh WOOD who 
married Christie SPENCE in 1785. SIB Folk News Spring 2019 n89 p23 
(electronic journal).

CANADA
• Walter MURPHY was born at Ketch Harbour, Halifax Co, Nova Scotia 

in 1862. He married Annie Irene McGRATH in 1906 and died at Tara, 
Queensland in 1951. Walter and Irene were the parents of 10 children born 
in Queensland: Margaret Harriet, Thomas, Mary, William, Elizabeth, Edward, 

From Our Contemporaries
Peter Kennedy & Pauline Bygraves

The items selected for this column are taken from some of the many overseas journals 
received by the Society - they usually mention Australia in some form or may be of 
general interest to Australian researchers. If you have an interest in a particular country 
or location, there will often be other relevant material - recently received journals are on 
display at the front of the Library. 
The facts are as stated in the item concerned and have not been separately checked. 
E-journals are accessible on the computers in the overseas room, where they can be 
accessed using the Index List. If you have any comments or suggestions, please email 
the editor@familyhistoryact.org.au. 
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James, Francis (Frank), Kathleen Irene, and Eileen 
Josephine. Walter’s ancestors can be traced back 
to Co Wexford, Ireland from 1749. The Nova Scotia 
Genealogist, Fall 2018 vXXXVi n3 p131 (electronic 
journal).

ENGLAND
• John Turnpenny ALTREE was the assistant surgeon 

on the Lady Penrhyn, one of the First Fleet ships 
which arrived in NSW in January 1788. He was also 
one of the first white people to set foot on Norfolk 
Island to set up a colony there. John was the son of 
Mary TURNPENNY who married John ALTREE, a doctor, in 1727 at Walsall, 
Staffordshire. Tree Tappers Spring 2019 v24 p21 (electronic journal).

• Aubrey Rhys BRISTOW was born in 1887 at Downley, nr Wycombe, Bucks. 
He was an Australian munitions worker who died at Feltwell, Norfolk and is 
buried in Newcastle. Origins Spring 2019 p53 (electronic journal).

• George Crichton Stuart CROSBY (known as Crichton) was convalescing 
in a military hospital at Buxton during WWI when he met his future wife, 
Norah. Although born in England, Crichton had been living in Canada and 
so returned there afterwards. Norah followed him and they married and had 
two children, one born in 1924. After having an affair and embezzling money, 
Crichton sent Norah back to England in 1925. He changed his name to John 
Crichton Stuart SPENCER and fled to Australia. He served in the Australian 
Medical Corps during WWII and later ran an Aboriginal reserve in NSW. 
Manchester Genealogist 2019 v55 n1 p90 (electronic journal). (See also 
issue 2015 v51 n2 p162 (MLa9/60/04).

• Sapper John GALVIN No 552017, 502 Field Company, Royal Engineers, 
enlisted in the Territorial Army in 1909 and was discharged at Chatham Base 
in 1919. His medals and discharge papers were bought at auction in Australia 
and the current owner is looking to return them to John’s family. According to 
his discharge papers, John’s occupation was a fitter 
and he was born in 1885. Roots and Branches Dec 
2018 v33 n4 p12 (electronic journal).

• Alice Maud HAVERS (born 1885 at Kidds Moor) 
married William FORD, a horseman and teamster, 
in 1908 in Norwich. They had a son, Eric Harold. 
The family migrated to WA in 1927 on the Ormonde. 
Eric died during WWII in New Guinea. Huddersfield 
& District FHSJ Apr 2019 v32 n3 p30 (electronic 
journal).
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• Major George HOWSON, a British Army Officer, married Jessie GIBSON in 
September 1918. Jessie was the daughter of William GIBSON, the Australian 
owner of the Foy and Gibson department stores. (William died in November 
1918.) George was involved in the annual Poppy Appeal to support veterans 
and their families, as well as founding the first annual Field of Remembrance 
in the grounds of Westminster Abbey in 1928. Burntwood FHG Oct-Dec 2018 
v26 n4 p12 (NSt9/60/01).

• George PERKS (1856-1940), who was born at Leigh, Worcestershire, joined 
the Navy aged 15. After leaving the Navy he arrived in Australia, marrying 
Sarah Ann CARR in 1890. He settled on the Hay Plains, and for 20 years 
was a puntman ferrying livestock and people across the Murrumbidgee River 
at Maude. Tree Tappers Spring 2019 v24 p16 (electronic journal).

• Jane ROBERTS: “Yorkshire Historic Dictionary”. Huddersfield & District 
FHSJ Apr 2019 v32 n3 p9 (electronic journal).

• Annie Douglas RUTHERFORD (1888-1978) migrated to Australia, for health 
reasons, in 1915. She travelled with a work friend, Nellie, with whom she 
worked in Sydney, Cowra, Nowra and back to Sydney. In 1920 Annie married 
John (Jack) WATTS at Manly. Manchester Genealogist 2019 v55 n1 p40 
(electronic journal).

• John SYMONDS, born in 1834, worked as a groom. In 1855 at London he 
was sentenced to life for extortion. He arrived at Fremantle in 1857 aboard 
the Clara and was given a conditional pardon in 1866. Tree Tappers Spring 
2019 v24 p3 (electronic journal).

• Samuel TURNPENNY, a locksmith, was convicted with five others at 
Worcester Quarter Sessions for housebreaking at Powick in 1828 and 
sentenced to life. He was transported to NSW on the Albion. Tree Tappers 
Spring 2019 v24 p20 (electronic journal).

• Margaret WOODCOCK: list of Society publications in the North Kirklees 
area/ Huddersfield & District FHSJ Apr 2019 v32 n3 p36 (electronic journal).

• Mary WOOLDRIDGE extracts entries from the Bedfordshire Gaol Database 
from 1803 to 1876 relating to residents of Houghton Conquest, some of 
whom spent time on the hulks Justitia and Fortitude prior to transportation. 
Bedford FHS Mar 2019 v22 n1 p11 (electronic journal).

IRELAND
• Dr Peter J F COUTTS has recently completed a book “The Watsons of 

Kilconnor, Co Carlow, 1650 – present”. Family members include George 
John WATSON who was involved in horse racing in Victoria. His children 
were well-known sportsmen, adventurers and pioneers in Queensland and 
the Northern Territory. Irish Roots 1st Qtr 2019 n109 p29 (R9/60/04).
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• Jennifer HARRIS: “Irish Medical Men on Convict 
Ships”. Irish Roots 1st Qtr 2019 n109 p26 (R9/60/04).

• Nicola MORRIS responds to a query seeking 
to identify the village/parish where Bradshaw 
CAMPBELL came from. His Australian death 
certificate indicates he was born about 1813 at 
Carrigallen, in Northern Ireland. He married Jane 
BRIGGS in about 1835, and they migrated to 
Australia on the Argle in 1841. Irish Roots 1st Qtr 
2019 n109 p28 (R9/60/04).

• Nicola MORRIS responds to a query about Mary 
FITZGERALD who married William BANNER at 
Hobart in 1852 and died at Long Gully, Victoria in 1909. Her parents are 
thought to be Thomas FITZGERALD and Mary HAWKINS. Irish Roots 1st 
Qtr 2019 n109 p28 (R9/60/04).

• John REED/REID, son of John REED and Hester McKEON, of Birr, King’s 
County, was baptised in 1797. In 1817 he enlisted in the 48th Regiment 
which was about to set sail from Cork for NSW. He seems to have spent his 
time in the Sydney area and was promoted Corporal in 1819 and Sergeant 
in 1821. In 1824 John with his Regiment left for India. Although no record 
has been found, it appears John married in NSW as a daughter Emily was 
born on the journey to India. Another daughter Emilia was born in 1826. 
Both children died in India. John married Mary Ann PARKES in 1827 and 
two children were born in India, before the family arrived in England in 1835. 
John died in 1872 in Lancashire. Lancashire FH&HS Feb 2019 v41 n1 p5 
(NLa9/60/01).

• James G RYAN: ‘Tracing Your … Co Meath Ancestors. Irish Roots 1st Qtr 
2019 n109 p10 (R9/60/04).

SCOTLAND
• Elizabeth HOGG: “Rosefield Mills, Troqueer”. In the 

late 19th century it was one of the largest tweed 
producers in Scotland, using 175,000 fleeces a year 
from mainly Australia and New Zealand. Dumfries 
and Galloway FHS Mar 2019 n94 p2 (electronic 
journal).

• Grace PATERSON: “Rev John G PATON” adds to 
information previously published. Dumfries and 
Galloway FHS Mar 2019 n94 p13 (electronic journal). 
(See also issue for Nov 2018 n93 p13.)
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AUSTRALIA
Benjamin Barland: the story of 

Benjamin South and Mary Miller – 
Bentley, Geoff – A4/SOU/07

Convict life in Australia - A7/14/17
Family journeys: stories in the National 

Archives of Australia - A5/05/34
Remember that heavenly ginger 

beer?: a history of Sharpe Bros - 
Sharpe, David - A7/61/02

The Richardson Family - Richardson, 
Shirley C - A4/RIC/04

Rogues & Rascals & Sturdy Settlers 
- Descendants of Robert Bolton & 
Ann Smith 1804-1854 – Burgess 
Jennifer – A4/BOL/02

Strength of Purpose: Australian 
Women of Achievement - De Vries, 
Susanna – A3/60/08

Strength of Spirit: Pioneering Women 
of Achievement – De Vries, Susanna 
– A3/60/09

NEW SOUTH WALES
Blanche - An Australian Diary 1858-61 

- Mitchell, Blanche - AN7/25/01
Bungendore Cemetery - Stephenson, 

Barry - AN5/12/135
A Parish Remembers - Evans, Julie 

- AN3/60/26

HAGSOC Library – 
New Collection Items In Brief

compiled by Barbara Moore FHGSC
A selection of those items which have been received recently and are available for use 
in the Society’s Library. More details on the items can be checked via the catalogue on 
the HAGSOC Internet website. Our thanks go to those members who have provided 
donations.

Local histories:
Joadja Creek: the shale oil town and 

its people 1870-1911 - Knapman, 
Leonie - AN8.575/40/01 

Memories of Goulburn - West, Heather 
- AN8.580/40/01 

They Came to Mimosa 1857-2009 
- Bagust, Les & Wells, Laura - 
AN8.666/10/03

NORTHERN TERRITORY
Borroloola and Gulf District Deaths 

- Northern Territory GS - ANt5/12/01
QUEENSLAND
The Moreton Bay Penal Settlement 

1824-1839. - Harrison, Jennifer 
- AQ7/14/03

The Convict Probation System: Van 
Diemen’s Land 1839-1854 - Brand, 
Ian - AT7/14/16

TASMANIA
A Lion in the Colony - Wyatt, 

D.M.- AT7/82/01
VICTORIA
Victoria - Assisted Immigrants 1839-

1871 & Indexes & Microfilms 
- Y5/AV5/04

Victoria - Gibson Index of Watch- 
house Cheque Books, etc. 1850-
1900, 1850-1893, 1860-1863 
- Y5/AV5/05

Yackandandah - Reynolds, Susan 
- AV8.749/01/01
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Finding Your Western Australian 

Ancestors – Murray, Mike 
- AW5/04/01

Group Portrait of 11th Battalion 
Cheops Project - AW7/82/02

NEW ZEALAND
Cleansing the Colony - Harman, 

Kristyn - K7/14/02
Papers Past, New Zealand’s 

Yesterday Newspapers - Shearer, 
Coral - K2/16/01

INTERNATIONAL
Hiring Professional Genealogists 

You Can Trust – Legacy Tree 
Genealogists - L2/90/01

So You Are Totally New to FTM 
- Donaldson, John - L2/15/08

The Madness of “Mac” Surnames 
- Baxter, Carol - L2/31/03

GREAT BRITAIN
Brewer’s Britain and Ireland - Ayto, 

John - M9/10/04
Discovering place-names - Field, 

John- M7/94/01 
Historical Britain - Wood, Eric S 

- M7/01/06
The Shell book of the islands of Britain 

- Booth, David - M7/95/03
ENGLAND
Discover Protestant Nonconformists 

- Blake, Paul - N5/09/07
Emigrant Gentlewomen - Hammerton, 

A James - N7/40/11
Manorial Records for Family Historians 

- Barber, Geoffrey - N5/57/04
Kent
The Visitation of Kent 1530-31 & 

1574 - Bannerman, W Bruce (ed) 
- NKe1/50/01

The Visitation of Kent 1574 and 
1592 - Bannerman, W Bruce (ed) 
- NKe1/50/02

SCOTLAND
The complete book of tartan - Zaczek, 

Iain - P7/26/05
The History of Scotland, Vols. 

1 & 2 - Houston, R A & W Knox 
- P7/01/24a,b

Scotland: the story of a nation 
- Magnusson, Magnus - P7/01/19

The Scots in sickness and health 
- Burnett, John - P7/32/01

Scottish surnames - Whyte, Donald 
- P2/31/04

Ships from Scotland to Australasia 
1820-1860 - Dobson, David 
- P5/40/03

Aberdeenshire
Roll of Graduates-University of 

Aberdeen 1901-1925 - Watt, 
Theodore - PAbd3/31/01

Midlothian
South Leith Records - Second Series 

- Robertson, David & William Swan 
- PMln5/10/07

IRELAND
An illustrated history of Ireland: from 

AD400 to 1800 - Cusack, Mary 
Frances - R7/01/15

Irish history - MacAnnaidh, Seamas 
- R7/01/16

I never knew that about Ireland - Win, 
Christopher – R7/01/17

The Oxford companion to Irish history 
– R7/01/18

Pre-1858 Irish Probate - Loughlan, 
Maggie & Paul Blake - R5/30/05
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GERMANY
German Words for Family Historians - Kopittke, Eric & Rosemary - SGe2/27/02 
Introduction to German Family History Research for Australians - Kopittke, Eric 

- SGe5/04/04
HOLLAND
Dutch-English dictionary: Engels-Nederlands Woordenboek - SNe9/25/02 
INDIA
A Guide to Fort St George - Sriram, V - VSo7/81/01
UNITED STATE OF AMERICA
Genealogy for the first time: research your family history - Best, Laura - U2/10/14

Society Education and Social Activities
July to September 2019

Unless otherwise stated, all activities are held in the HAGSOC Education Room at the 
Cook Community Hub. Bookings not required for Monthly meetings, Special Interest 
Group meetings (open only to members), or User Group meetings (open to non-
HAGSOC members).
Education Sessions – Bookings are required for all Education and Events. Courses, 
Workshops and Seminars are listed in the President’s Newsletter, in the Library, and on 
our webpage www.familyhistoryact.org.au. For courses requiring payment, please register 
and pay for these events on our webpage, or at the Library. For any last minute changes 
please check the Events and Courses pages on our website www.familyhistoryact.org.au. 
Write to registration@familyhistoryact.org.au for course or general queries.

JULY 2019
2 Tue 7pm: Monthly Meeting. Chris Lindesay of the Heraldry Special Interest 

Group will speak about developments in Heraldry for 2019, and its continued 
relevance to our modern world. 

5 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month (except January) in 
the Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com

10 Wed 1pm to 3pm: South of England Special Interest Group (convenor 
vacant). We meet on the second Wednesday of every odd month (except 
January) in the Education Room. The South-of-England Special Interest 
Group is open to all members who have either an ancestor or an interest 
in the following English counties: Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Cornwall, 
Devon, Dorset, Gloucester, Hampshire (incl. Isle of Wight), Oxfordshire, 
Scilly & Channel Islands, Somerset, Sussex, Wiltshire, Surrey and Kent (the 
latter two counties comprise only those parts not known as Greater London-
covered by the London SIG).
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11 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (contact 
Lyn Hudson-Williamson) meets on second Thursday of each month (except 
January) in the Education Room. Today is a Q&A session. Contact Lyn on 
krystitania@hotmail.com or come along to any meeting.

13 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). Topic is “Chief Secretary’s Office Registers Papers and other records 
in the National Archives of Ireland” There are six meetings per year, held on 
the first Saturday of February, then the second Saturday of March, May, July, 
September and November. Contact Barbara at bmoore123@iinet.net.au

13 Sat 12.30pm to 2.30pm: DNA Special Interest Group (convenors Elizabeth 
Hannan, Marilyn Woodward and Sue Barrett) meets on the second Saturday 
of every odd month (except January) in the Education Room. Today will 
be a DNA for Family History – A Refresher. A review for members, an 
introduction for those new to DNA and preparation for DNA Downunder – to 
get the most out of the day(s). For room setup purposes send an email to 
dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

18 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au

18 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: East Anglia Special Interest Group (convenor 
June Penny) meets on the third Thursday of the month in January, April, July 
and October.

20 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Clare 
McGuiness) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January 
and December in the Education Room. This month’s topic is “Creative ways 
to link smaller stories into bigger ones”. For room setup purposes email 
Clare at writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au if you are attending.

22 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library- 
6251 7004 in the designated folder.

27 Saturday all day: SAG Presents…Gain a new perspective on the world of 
family history. Heather Garnsey and Martin Killion are well known within 
the family history world as CEO and President of the Society of Australian 
Genealogists. They were instrumental in the success of the recent Congress 
in Sydney in 2018. They will present four talks over the day. Two will review 
both the past and future of family history practice and the others will focus 
in depth on UK archives and Ascertaining Arrivals to Australia (using 
unexpected sources). The day will probably take place in the our Education 
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Room but we plan to cater a light lunch. Watch the website for full details as 
these are confirmed.

28 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor 
Pauline Ramage) meets on the fourth Sunday of every odd month in the 
Education Room. 

30 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month. No bookings 
required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.

30 Tue 12.30pm to 2.30pm: DNA Drop In Clinic No bookings required. Have 
you had a DNA Test and don’t know what it means or how to use the results 
in family research?? Join in this round table group to discuss your specific 
questions/problems on DNA. Contact: dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

AUGUST 2019 – Family History Month
1 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Scottish Special Interest Group (convenor Robert 

Forrester) meets on the first Thursday of every even month in the Education 
Room. All members welcome, especially those with Scottish ancestry.

2 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except January in 
the Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com

2 Fri 12.30pm to 2.30pm: Digital Assets Management Special Interest 
Group (Convenor Danny O’Neill and Ann Peut) Meeting based on the 
collaborative model with discussion and support to members wanting to 
explore how to manage their computer files, photos, documents and the like 
on all platforms, for our precious assets in digital form.

6 Tue 7pm to 8.30pm: Monthly Meeting. Alistair Crombie from the Hall 
School Museum will describe the recent additions to the museum which 
until recently has focused on school history. It is now a great deal more. 
The session will be an introduction to be followed by a special tour of the 
museum likely to be on Tuesday 20th August (to be confirmed).

7 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: The Master Genealogist (TMG) User Group 
(convenor Allyson Luders). We meet on the first Wednesday of each even 
month in the Library. This month’s meeting topic is Confidence in your end-
of-line ancestors and how we record it in TMG – a discussion led by John 
Richards. Contact Allyson at allysonluders@gmail.com

8 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (contact 
Lyn Hudson-Williamson) meets on second Thursday of each month except 
January in the Education Room. This month with focus on sources led by 



101The Ancestral Searcher Vol. 42 No. 2

a panel comprising Ann Peut, Barbara Todd and Lyn Hudson-Williamson. 
Contact Lyn at krystitania@hotmail.com or come along to any meeting.

8 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: North of England Special Interest Group 
(convenor Peter Procter and Tom Bellas) meets on the second Thursday in 
February, May, August and November in the Library.

14 Wed 7.30pm to 9.30pm: Convict Special Interest Group (convenor 
Michele Rainger) meets on the second Wednesday of each even month in 
the Education Room. The topic tonight is Convicts of the Canberra Region 
presented by Allison Jones and Allan Hawke.

15 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au.

15 Thu 8pm: Heraldry Special Interest Group (convenor Niel Gunson) meets 
on the third Thursday every even month except December. For details and 
venue, contact Niel on 6248 0971.

17 Sat 9.30am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Clare 
McGuiness) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January 
and December in the Education Room. This month’s topic is “Blogging and 
Social Media”. All members welcome. For room setup purposes email Clare 
at writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au if you are attending.

22 Thu 7.30pm to 9.30pm: London Special Interest Group (convenor 
Jeanette Hahn) meets on the fourth Thursday of each even-numbered 
month, except December in the Education Room. For future presentations, 
check out our Events page at http://familyhistoryact.org.au or contact on 
Jeanette 62888126.

24 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Continental Special Interest Group (convenor 
Raoul Middelmann) meet in the Library on the fourth Saturday of every 
even-numbered month (except December). 

26 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library- 
62517004 in the designated folder.

27 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea, to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au.
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27 Tue 12.30pm to 2.30pm: DNA Drop In Clinic No bookings required. Have 
you had a DNA Test and don’t know what it means or how to use the results 
in family research?? Join in this round table group to discuss your specific 
questions/problems on DNA. Contact: dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

SEPTEMBER 2019
3 Tue 7pm to 8.30pm: Monthly Meeting. Jeff Brown is Surveyor-General of 

the ACT. He will talk about the details to be found in historic maps of our 
region, and the digital places to access these.

6 Fri 9.30am to 11.30am: Reunion & Mac Support Users Group (convenor 
Danny O’Neill) meets on the first Friday of every month except January in 
the Education Room. Contact Danny 60done@gmail.com.

11 Wed 1.30pm to 3pm: South of England Special Interest Group (convenor 
vacant) meets on the second Wednesday of every odd month (except 
January) in the Education Room. The South-of-England Special Interest 
Group is open to all members who have either an ancestor or an interest 
in the following English counties: Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Cornwall, 
Devon, Dorset, Gloucester, Hampshire (incl. Isle of Wight), Oxfordshire, 
Scilly & Channel Islands, Somerset, Sussex, Wiltshire, Surrey and Kent (the 
latter two counties comprise only those parts not known as Greater London-
covered by the London SIG).

12 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Family Tree Maker (FTM) Users Group (contact Lyn 
Hudson-Williamson) meets on the second Thursday of each month (except 
January) in the Education Room. It will be a Q&A session. Contact Lyn on 
krystitania@hotmail.com or come along to any meeting.

14 Sat 9.30am to 11.30am: Irish Special Interest Group (convenor Barbara 
Moore). Topic is “Resources in Ireland – What’s not available at home”. 
There are six meetings per year, held on the first Saturday of February, 
then the second Saturday of March, May, July, September and November. 
Contact Barbara at bmoore123@iinet.net.au

14 Sat 12.30pm to 2:30pm: DNA Special Interest Group (convenors Elizabeth 
Hannan, Marilyn Woodward and Sue Barrett) meets on the second Saturday 
of every odd month except for January at 12.30pm to 2pm in the Education 
Room. This month’s topic is The Next Step in My Genetic Genealogy – 
Planning a DNA strategy. For room setup purposes please send an email to 
dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au

15 Sun 2pm to 4pm: New Members Course - Education Session: Where do I 
Start - beginning your family history with Brian Buckley and The HAGSOC 
Library with Barb Toohey. The venue is the HAGSOC Education Room for 
this members-only education event. There is no cost and afternoon tea is 
provided. Check the Courses page for details and registration.
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19 Thu 10am to 12 noon: Legacy Users Group (convenor Julie Hesse) meets 
on the third Thursday of each month in the Education room. Contact Julie on 
bnjhesse@grapevine.com.au 

21 Sat 10am to 12.30pm: Writers Special Interest Group (convenor Clare 
McGuiness) meets on the third Saturday of every month except January 
and December in the Education Room. This month’s topic is “Preparing an 
historical article for publication”. For room setup purposes email Clare at 
writers_sig@familyhistoryact.org.au if you are attending. 

22 Sun 2pm to 4pm: Early Australia Special Interest Group (convenor 
Pauline Ramage) meets on the fourth Sunday of every odd month in the 
Education Room. New Members welcome.

23 Mon 10am to 1pm: Practical Procedures in the Library – Education 
Session. Making best use of the HAGSOC Library with Jeanette Hahn. These 
sessions are not just for those new to the Library but for anyone wishing 
to improve their knowledge and make the most of our own really fabulous 
resource. Bookings are required. Four places available per session as we 
will be using the computers in each room. Register at HAGSOC Library- 
6251 7004 in the designated folder.

24 Tue 10am to 12noon: Morning Tea Chats … at Pauline’s Parlour: Education 
Session. Having a problem with your research, or not sure where to start? 
Come along to our round table chats, over a cup of tea to discuss your 
problem. You may also just like to come along and join in the discussions on 
various topics. We meet on the last Tuesday of each month in the Library. 
No bookings required. Contact Pauline paulineramage@netspace.net.au

24 Tue 12.30pm to 2.30pm: DNA Drop In Clinic No bookings required. Have 
you had a DNA Test and don’t know what it means or how to use the results 
in family research? Join in this round table group to discuss your specific 
questions/problems on DNA. Contact: dna.sig@familyhistoryact.org.au.

Party Games
Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1931 - 1954), p. 5

GROUP GAME You need four or more for this game, and a small tin each with 
a stone in it. Mark a straight I line on the ground. About 12 feet from it, put a 
wooden box.
One player is IT - he puts his tin on the box and stands in a circle, about three 
feet away. The other players take it in turn to try to knock the tin off the box. If 
they succeed, they take a turn being IT.
If the tin is not knocked off, IT chases the player who threw the tin. This player 
must pick up his tin and run back to the starting line. If he gets back J without IT 
catching him, it is his turn to be IT. If he’s caught he is out of the ! game.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article248036302
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Photocopies
A4 25c

Microform Prints
A4 45c

GRO Certificate Service
$18 members
$23 non-members

Translation Service
Translations available for the following. 
languages:
English handwriting c. 1600, Estonian, 
French, German, Greek, Hungarian, 
Icelandic, Italian, Latin, Norwegian, 
Polish, Welsh, Yiddish.
Prices: A $10 fee for assessment of 
the material is non-refundable. Prices 
vary according to language and are 
charged per 100 words or part thereof. 
Further details in Library or from the 
secretary@familyhistoryact.org.au

LDS Film Viewing
The HAGSOC library is registered 
as a Library Affiliate with the LDS 
FamilySearch Organisation. This 
enables members using the HAGSOC 
library access to the approximately 
25% of digital records held by LDS 
that have restricted access imposed 
by copyright holders.

Discounts
Financial members receive a 10% 
discount when purchasing HAGSOC 
publications.
Further details in Library

Research Advice
The service providing free research 
to members, for those facing a “brick 
wall” in their research, is currently 
suspended.
Research Service (not currently offered)

Readers' queries
Members may submit queries for 
inclusion in The Ancestral Searcher free 
of charge. Please no more than 200 
words per query. Non-members $27.50.
Contact: editor@familyhistoryact.org.au

Services for Members

Notice to 
Contributors

The copy deadline for contributions 
to The Ancestral Searcher is the 
2nd Monday of the month prior to 
publication.
The journal is published quarterly 
in March, June, September and 
December.
The Editor welcomes articles, letters, 
news and items of interest on any 
subject pertaining to family and local 
history.
Please send text files in either MS 
Word or plain text. Articles should be 
no more than 2000 words, with one 
or two quality images. Please limit 
footnotes to 3-4 per 500 words.
Digital images should be a high 
resolution and tiff or jpeg images.
The Editor reserves the right to edit all 
articles and include or omit images as 
appropriate.
Authors can assist by; formatting 
dates to ‘1 July 1899’; months to be 
spelled out; no ordinals on numbers 
(no st/nd/rd/th); ship names should be 
italicised; all quotes to be in “double 
quotes“; and all family names should 
be formatted as ALL CAPITALS. 
Submissions and questions to: 
editor@familyhistoryact.org.au.
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The objectives of the Society are:
To promote and encourage the study and preservation 

of family history, genealogy, heraldry and allied 
subjects, and to assist members and others 

in research in these areas.

For additional names see:
150 Convicts 78
From Our Contemporaries 92

Surnames in this issue:
Frewen 61, 62
Gabriel 62, 63
Garcias 63
Gaven 65
Gibson 65
Gough 73
Harley 70
Harrison 71
Hart 70, 71
Hawkshaw 69, 70
Hayes 67, 68
Humphries 64
Hunter 71
Jackson 72, 74, 75
Johnson 71, 72
Jones 72, 75
Kelly 70
Kerville 62, 63
Laud 61
Leigh 66
Lelliett 74
Love 65
Macarthur 70
Macleay 65

Bannister 72, 74
Barton 71
Beathume 72
Bell 73, 74
Bontein 63, 64
Bowman 70
Broughton 65
Brown 73
Burniston 74
Call 72
Chisholm 66
Considine 65, 66
Cromwell 61, 62
Crosland 73
Crossley 72
Crump 71, 72
Crumpton 71, 72
Dan 75
Dann 72, 74, 75
Davies 69, 70
Dicks 70
Dykes 70
Evans 70
Fielding 72

McAllister 73
McCormick 73
McDermott 70
Moylan 69
O’Toole 67
Platford 73
Price 70
Purcell 70
Reddall 73
Reynolds 65, 66
Shannon 70, 71
Smith 69
Sullivan 63
Tappeiner 68
Thompson 71
Touzell 73
Turner 63
Ward 71
Webb 71
Whistler 74
Wood 73
Wren 61
Wrigley 73
Wyneck 73
Zouch 72


